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“Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the
evldence of things not seen. Through faith we un-
derstand that the worlds were framed by the word
of God; so that things which are seen were not
made of things which do appear.”” Heb. 11:1, 3.

The subject of our meditation this evening
is, What is faith—how it may be increased?
and the growth of faith, which I will en-
deavor to illustrate by some of the experi-
ences which, by the grace of God, I have
realized in the exercise of belief in His prom-
ises as revealed in His Word.

First: What 48 faith? In the simplest
manner in which I am able to express it I
answer, Faith is the assurance that the thing
which God has said #n His Word is true, and
that God will act according to what He has
said in His Word. This assurance, this re-
liance on God's Word, this confidence, is
faith,

No impressions are to be taken in connec-
tion with faith. Impressions have neither
one thing nor the other to do with faith.
Faith has to do with the Word of God. It is
not impression, strong or weak, which will
make any difference. We have to do with
the written Word. We have to rely on the
written Word, and not on ourselves or our
impressions.

Probabilities are not to be faken into ac-
count. Many people are willing to believe
regarding those things that seem to them
probable. The province of faith begins where
Probabilities cease and sight and sense fail.
A great many of God's children are cast
d"“_"n, and lament their want of faith. They
Write to me, and say they have no impres-
sions, no feeling; they see no probability that
the thing they wish will come to pass. (Luke
18:27). Appearances are not to be taken
into account. Impressions and feelings and
Probabilities are not to be taken into account.
The.question js—if God has spoken it in His
Word,

Now, preliminary tb what I have to say to
You, dear Christian friends, lay to heart that
it is because there is so much dependence on
these things that we have so little blessed-
Tiess among us. All these-things must be left
tlone. The naked Word of God is what we
87¢ to depend upom. ~This ig enough for us.

FAITH

BY GEORGE MULLER, .

And now, beloved Christian friends, you
are in great need to ask yourselves whether
you are in the habit of thus confiding in your
inmost soul in what God has sgid, and wheth-
er you are in earnest in seeking to find
whether the thing you want is in accordance
with what He hag said in His Word. If itis,
that the thing you ask for will come to pass
is as sure as that you were able to confide in
Him,

Second: How faith may be inereased!
God delights to increase the faith of His chil-
dren. He is thus glorified before an ungodly
world and the powers of darkness. The con-
fidence of His children in times of trial, dis-
couragement, pain-and sorrow, gives great
encouragement to other Christians. God de-
lights that He may do good to others through
them and that they themselves, through the
exercise of faith, may obtain an inerease of
it. For difficulties, costs, crusts, hindrances,
bereavements and losses, though we shrihk
from them, and shrink exceedingly, are the
very things God uses to develop us more and
more, as the young infant has its weak limbs
developed, till by and by they grow to the
power of a man’s. For Iam not one of those
who believe that we can attain to strong faith
at once, any more than a weak infant can
spring into manhood at once. Our faith,
which is weak and feeble at first, is developed
and strengthened more and more by use.

What we have to do instead of wanting no
trials before victory, no exercise for patience,
is to be willing to take them from God’s
hands as a means, I say, and say it deliber-
ately—trials, difficulties, obstacles, bereave-
ments, necessities, are the very food of faith.
I get letters from so many of God’s dear chil-
dren who say, “Dear Mr. Muller: I'm writ-
ing this because I'm so0 weak and feeble in
faith.” Just so surely as we ask to have our
faith strengthened we must be willing to
take from God’s hands the means for
strengthening it. We must allow Him to
educate us through trials and bereavements
and troubles. For it is through trial that
faith is exercised and developed more and
more. God affectionately permits difficulties

that He may develop increasingly that which
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*,a : and in His dealings with us,
| see how everything is for our good. On
is account it is so deeply important for our
‘usefulness and for our growth in faith that

get correct ideas of God from the foun-
tain of truth contained in His Word. In the
exercise of our faith, and in studying God
in His Word, our faith grows, 1 say this de-
liberately, advisedly, and tens of thousands
of Cod's tried children will say the same
thing.

The Church of Christ is not aroused to see
God as the beautiful and lovable One He is,
and hence the small measure of blessedness.
Oh, beloved brothers and sisters in Christ,
seek to learn for yourselves, for I cannot tell
you the blessedness! In the darkest mo-
ments I am able to confide in Him, for I know
what a beautiful and kind and faithful and
lovable Being He is, and if it be the will of
God to put us in the furnace, let Him do it,
so that we may acquaint ourselves with Him
as He will reveal Himself, and as we know
Him better, we come to the conclusion that
Cod is the most lovable Being, and we are
satisfied with Him, and-say, “It is my Father
—let Him de as He pleases.”

When I first began allowing God to deal
with me, relying on Him, taking Him at His
Word, and set out fifty-one years ago simply
relying on Him for myself, family, taxes,

i traveling expenses and every other need, I
i rested on the simple promises, I found in
the 6th chapter of Matthew a passage, “I say
unto you, take no thought for your life, what
ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet
for your body,”what ye ghall put on. Is not
the life more than meat, and the body than
raiment? - Behold the fowls of the air: for
they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gath-
er into barns, yet your Heavenly Father
feedeth them. Are ye not much better than
they? Which of you by taking thought can
add one cubit unto his stature? And why
i take ye thought for raiment? Consider the
lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil
not, neither do they spin. And yet I say
unto you, that even Solomon in all his glory
‘was not arrayed like one of these, There-
fore, if God so clothe the grasd of the field,
which to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into
the oven, shall He not much more clothe yon,
. O ye of little faith?” No man could by care
and forethought array a lily. Put a flower
under a microscope and you will say it has
been attired by no other than the living God.
‘Therefore, take no thought, saying, What
shall we eat? or What shall we drink? or
5 rewithal shall we be clothed? (For after
these things do the Gentiles seek): for
Heavenly Father knoweth that ye have
of all these things. But seek ye first the
om of God, and His righteousness; and
ese things shall be added unto you.
MM‘. no thought for the morrow:
morrow shall take thought for the
f. Sufficient unto the day is the
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Word. I rested on it and
God at His Word,” A

stranger, a foreigner in England, I knew
seven languages and might have used them
perhaps as a means of remunerative employ-
ment, but I had concentrated myself to labor
for the Lord. I put my reliance in the God
who has promised, and He has acted accord-
ing to His Word. I've lacked nothing—
nothing. I have had my trials, my difficul-
ties, and my empty purse, but my receipts
have aggregated tens of thousands of dol-
lars, while the work has gone on these fifty-
one years. Then with regard to my ral
work for the past fifty-one years, I have
great difficulties, great trials and perplexi-
ties. There will be always difficulties, always
trials. But God has sustained me under them
and delivered me out of them, and the work
has gone on.
Now, this is not, as some have said, be-
cause I am a man of great mental power or
endowed with energy and perseverance—
these are not the reasons. It is because I
have confided in God; because I have sought
God and He has cared for the institution
which, under His direction, has one hundred
and seventeen schools with masters and mis-
tresses, and other departments of which I
have told you before, The difficulties in such
an undertaking have been gigantic, but I
read that they that put their trust in the
Lord shall not be ashamed. Nearly twenty
years ago a beloved brother from Ameriea
came to see me, and he expected to find me
an old man, helpless and decrepit, bowed °
down with burdens, and he wondered 1 did
not look old. “How is this?” he said, “that
you keep so young under such a load as you
are carrying?” )
“My dear brother,” I said, “I have always
rolled the burden on the Lord. I do not carry
one-hundredth part of it. The burden comes
to me, and I roll it back on Him.”, I do not
carry the brden. And now, in my seventy-
sixth year, I have physical strength and men-
tal vigor for work as great as when I was a
young man in the University, studying and
preparing Latin orations. I am just as vig-
orous as at that time,
How comes this? Because in the last half
century of labor I've been able, with the sim-
plicity of a little child, to rely upon God. I
have had my trials, but I have laid hold on
God, and so it has come that 1 have been sus-
tained, It is not only permission, but posi-
tive command that He gives us to cast the
burden upon Him. Oh,letusdolf.myh& #
loved brothers and sisters in Christ. “Cast
thy burden upon the Lord and He shall sus-
tain thee.” Dayhyday!dolt. This morn-
ing again sixty matters in connection :
the church, of which I am a pastor, I
before the Lord, and thus it is day lvw*
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gpon you now, and upon all who do now feel
encouraged to put their whole trust in Christ
hereafter. Then will peace, sunshine and

"

happi‘ness' begin with the beginning of the
exercise of the grace of faith, which is al-
ways found united with love.—Sel.

The Spiritual Combat

BY REV. JAMES MUDGE.

Those who have fallen in love with St.
Francis de Sales, as all must who get ac-
quainted with him, will have intense inter-
est in the little book on which he formed his
life. When asked by his most intimate
friend, the Bishop of Belley, who was his di-
rector, he drew from his pocket The Spir-
itual Combat and said: “This is he, who,
with God, taught me from my youth up; he
is my master in all the exercises of the in-
ward life. When I was a scholar at Padua
a Theatine made me acquainted with it, and
commended it to me; I followed his advice,
and it has been well with me.” Writing to
Madame de Chantal, he calls it “my dear
book which I have carried in my pocket these
eighteen years, and which I never reread
without “profit.” To another he writes:
“Read and reread The Spiritual Combat;
this ought to be your dear book; it is clear
and all practical.” That which this most
holy man read daily, and which vast num-
bers of others have perused with benefit, may
well have a message to us, even after three
centuries and a quarter, for it deals with
truths that do not change.

It was first sent forth in 1589, and at-
tained immediately an enduring popularity.
In the twenty-one years that the author had
vet to live it had been spread abroad in near-
ly fifty editions, and had been translated into
many languages. In 190 years there were
(including the translations) 260 editions.
All the tongues of Europe, as well as some in
Asia, had received it. The first three edi-
tions were published at Venice, the first with
no indication of the author; the second and
third said it was “by a servant of God.” The
eighth edition, at Milan, 1593, attributed it
to the Theatines. It was not until the year
of the author's death (at Nales, where he
passed away “in the odor of sanctity” No-
vember 26, 1610) that an edition published
at Bologna had his name attached.

That name was Lorenzo (or Lawrence)
Scupoli. He was born in the city of Otranto,
Southern Italy, about 1530, He lived with
his parents till he was forty years of age,
when he addresged himself to St. Andrew
Avellino by whom he was admitted to the re-
ligious habit in the econvent of St. Paul's at
Naples, Jannary 25, 1570. This St. Andrew
(born in 1520) -at Naples in 1556 embraced
the rule of the Regular Clerks of the Thea-
?15“33 and was an extremely holy man, labor-
ing incessantly to establish the reign of pure
love in all his affeetions. He vowed to fight
- Perpetually against his own will and always
to advanee to the uttermost of his power in
Christian perfection. All the hours that were
free from exterior employments of duty or
charity were devoted to prayer and contem-
plation, He attained a very eminent spirit

-

of piety, and imparted that spirit to many
disciples. Among them was Scupoli. After
some time spent in retirement and holy medi-
tation, Scupoli displayed extraordinary tal-
ents in preaching and in the care of souls, at
Naples, Placentia, Milan, Venice, and Genoa.

This ministry continued to the great profit
and comfort of many for a considerable time.
But the trial of his faith had not yet been
perfected by fire, God, therefore, permitted
him to fall into violent persecution, through
slander and jealousy, by which he was re-
moved from serving the public. During the
year 1585, while at Genoa, whither he had
been sent by his superiors to minister to
those aiflicted by the plague, some shocking
bit of calumny, the exact nature of which is
not known, was circulated about him., It is
to be presumed that he was entirely innocent,
but that the fact of his innocence could not
be clearly proven. So he deemed it best to
bear quietly this heavy cross, and in the gi-
lence of a monastic cell to serve God in other
ways. He adored the decrees of Providence
which permitted this to happen, committed
himself in all meekness, humbleness, and pa-
tience to God, absorbed himself entirely in
the contemplation of Divine things, so that
he seemed scarcely to live any longer in a
mortal body, and found, as God's children
always do, under such circumstances, the
hard ways turned ipto soft. Where he had
gained his thousands in active duty hé now
won his thousands of thousands as he poured
forth his soul united in fervent love with his
erucified Master. Four years after his with-
drawal from the pulpit there was sent oyt,
1589, from Venice, his place of retirement,
the little book which the Lord has so mar-
velously blessed.

Dr. E. B. Pusey, professor of Hebrew at
Oxford, and canon of Christ Church there, in
editing an edition which lies before us as we
write (published by Parker of Oxford and
Rivingtons, London, 1875, and marked 20th
thousand), and writing a preface, 1846,
says: “Nowhere, perhaps, among human
books, in the same space is there the same
fulness and explicitness of rules, how to live
holily. It seems the experience of a life con-
densed.” Bishop Wilson, of the Anglican
Church, also praises it, as do numbers of oth-
ers. Archbishop Fenelon mentions it with
admiration.

The work has for its motto the words of
Paul: “A man is not crowned except he strive
lawfully.” It is dedicated “To the chief Cap-
tain and most glorious Conqueror, Jeaus
Christ,” The author says: “Seeing that the
sacrifices and offerings of us mortals, when
offered unto Thee from a pure heart to Thy
glory, ever have been, and ever will be, pleas-
ing unto Thy Majesty; I present unto Thee
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vils are not real evils, though
seem so, nor can they rob us
good, but are all ordered or per-
by God for righteous ends.”
SPEECH.
‘Speak as little as may be of thy neighbor,
of anything that concerns him, unless an
portunity offers to say something good of
i

“Let the things which thy heart suggests
» thee to say be well considered before they
_pass on to the tongue; for thou wilt perceive
" that it would be well to keep back many of
~ them.”
“Speak always with mildness and in a low
| tone of voice.”
" “Be silent when disquieted.”
- “Speak well of all and excuse their inten-
~ tion if thou canst not excuse their action.”
“Speak neither well nor ill of thyself.”
: SIGNS OF PROGRESS.
“It is a sign of progress in holiness, if
- amid dryness and darkness and anguish of
~ poul and the withdrawal of spiritual joys, we
~ goon firmly in our exercises of virtue.”
“Another clear sign will be the degree of
resistance made by the senses to the perform-
ance of acts of-virtue; for the weaker this
resistance the greater our advancement.
When, then, we cease to feel any contradic-
‘tion and rebellion in the lower and sensual
part, and especially in case of sudden and un-
expected attacks, we may look upon this as
a token of having already attained to the v:r—
tue.” HABITS.
“There can be no question that as- hablta
' of gin are formed by many and frequent acts
| of the higher will when it yields to the sen-
‘sual appetite, so, on the contrary, habits of
| evangelical holiness are acquired by the per-
- formance of frequent and repeated acts of
| conformity to the Divine Will, by which we
. are called to the practice now of one virtue,
. now of another.” '
~ “When anything occurs to thee to be done,
| any struggle with self to be undertaken and
_ vietory over self to be attempted, before thou
_ propose or resolve upon it, first think upon
;*--thina own weakness; next, filled with mis-
. trust of self, turn to the wisdom, the power,
d the goodness of God, and in reliance
these, resolve to labor and to fight man-
”n

The exercise of doing all things with the
s aim of pleasing God alone seems hard
first, but will become plain and easy by
ctice, if with the warmest affections of
‘heart we desire God alone; and long for
our only and most perfect good.”

2 must watch with like jealousy over
n of hatred, that we may hate noth-
8in and all which leads to sin. For
passions of love and hatred are the
of the building of perfection.”

it to pray most perfectly by

desire that He would help us to love Him

" purely, to honor and serve Him.”

“Study to do some one act with as great
fullness of will and purity of heart as if in
it alone consisted all perfection, and the ,
whole pleasure and honor of God.”

“The aim of the whole life of the Christnm
who wills to become perfect must be a striv-
ing to form the habits of daily forgetting self
more and more, and accustoming himself not
to do his own will, that so he may do all
things as moved thereto by the sole will of
God, in order to please and honor Him.”

“Remember to attend rather to advance-
ment in holiness than to an examination of
thy progress; for the Lord God, the true and
only searcher of our hearts, gives this knowl-
edge to some and withholds it from others,
according as He sees that it will lead to pride
or to humiliation; and, like a loving Father,
He removes a danger from one while to an-
other He offers an opportunity of increasing
in holiness.”  VEXATIONS.

“Of this be sure that the more unreason-
able in itself the trial seems, and the greater
indignity it has by reason of the quarter
whence it comes, and therefore to thee the
more vexatious and the harder to be borne,
gso much the more pleasing wilt thou be to
the Lord if,-in things disordered in them-
selves and so the more bitter to thee, thou
canst approve and love His Divine Will and
Providence in which all events, howsoever
disordered, have a most perfect rule and or-
der.”

“Value as dear friends every vmtion and
contempt which the world ean heap upon
thee. It is because men are not aware of the
necessity of this daily warfare, and make too
little* aceount of it, that their victories are
infrequent, difficult, imperfect, and un-
stable.”

“If thou canst succeed in trampling under
foot and destroying all thine unruly appe-
tites, desires, and wishes, even the slightest
of them, thou wilt render a more acceptable
service to God than if thou shouldest scourge
thyself unto blood or shouldest fast more
rigorously than hermits and anchorites of
old, or convert millions of souls, and yet wil-
lingly suffer one rebel will to live.”

“Happen what may, remain thou ever
steadfast and joyful in humble submission to
Hisg Divine Providence,”

“Everything which befalls us comes from
God for our good, and we may profit by it,
And though some of these (such as our own
failings or those of others) canmot be said to
be of God who willeth no sin, yet are they
from Him in that He permits them and,
though able to hinder them, hinders them
not.” ONE THING AT A TIME.

“I do not advise thee to attend mainly to!

all or to many virtues at once, but to one
only, and afterwards to the others; thus will
the virtuous habit be more easily and firmly
planted in the soul. For by the constant ex-
ercise of one single virtue the memdry recurs
to it more readily on all oceasions, the intel-
lect becomes continually more quickened to

learns at the same time the way to
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himself in another, and ﬁ;u all
gether with the increase of one.”

“Let thy whole thought, thy d
heart, think of nothing, desire noth
for nothing, but to conquer that passio
which thou art struggling-and to acqy
opposite virtue. Be this all ﬂ:y
heaven, thy earth, thine
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# Terrible Experiénce of Missionaries

At Tsaoyang, in_r_ Hupeh Proviaenoe, China. x

Rev. H. S, Fauske, one of the mission-
aries who had been held on ransom by the
robbers at Tsaoyang, arrived in Hankow on
Sunday., When interviewed by a Hanhow
newspaper representative gave the follow-
ing harrowing narrative of the fearful
hardships the captives suffered from the
bands pf the bandits. Mr, Fauske said:

“The robbers broke in at the back gate of
the mission compound abeut 5:30 on the
morning of September 26, They were dressed
in silks and satins and had silk girdles which

" hung nearly to the ground. Each one had
a rifle and revolver. About five or six men
pointed their rifles at us and demanded sil-
ver, money, our watches and valuables, and
also demanded that we give up what guns
or revolvers we had. Mr. Holm had no
weapons and I had only one revolver which
I gave up to the robbers.

“Then because we had no silver they took
Mr. Holm captive and we did not know
where they went with him, Then came
fifteen or twenty men in by the back gate
again demanding sliver of me, and because
1 did not have any they took me captive and
held me for ransom. They demanded twenty
rifies of me. Of course, I. could mot give
them any rifles. They then demanded that
1 manufacture rifles as I was a foreigner,
and, so they said, “able to do so.”

“When T was taken away the women and
children were left alone. They were Mrs.
Holm and one child, Mrs. Fauske and two
children and Miss Sather. The robbers be-
tame so numerous that the ladies and chil-
dren fled to a Chinese house, where they hid
in the kitchen. The next day the women and
children were taken to the yamen (the of-
ficial building) by the robbers, who knew
Where they were hidden in the Chinese
house. They were held captive at the yamen
by the robbers and the advisor of the robber
chief assisted them in as much as he did not
allow any of the robbers to go into the yamen
and do them harm.

“They remained in the yamen ten days.
I was taken captive at the mission station
about 6:30 o’clock on the morning of Sep-
tember 26, and was taken to a Chinese house
on the main street, On the 27th, Saturday
morning, the robbers allowed me to go back
to the mission station in order to secure food
for my wife and children. I did not know
at that time where my wife and children
were, Upon my arrival at the mission sta-
tion I could find none of my famliy. No one
could tell me where they were or what had
happened to them. At the mission station
I encountered Mr. Holm, who had also se-
cured permission from the robbers to return
in order to look after his family. The rob-
bers who brought up back to the station were
Tiot the same who took us captive. We found
that everything in the mission was abso-
lutely destroyed. The windows, doors, floors
and furniture were all smashed up. All food,
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clothing and movables had been stolen. The
horse and cow had been taken away and the
carriage entirely demolished.

“Then Mr. Holm and I went into the street
to try to find our families, but our search
was fruitless, At this time the troops of
soldiers which had arrived started to attack
the robbers by firing from outside the city
walls, the shots whistling through the streets
in which we were, spattering up against the
buildings. This alarmed the robbers, who
immediately started for another part of the
city. We took advantage of this opportunity
to make our escape, so we fled to an old Chi-

‘nese house which at the moment was va-

cated. In the house lived a man named
Wang and his wife and two children and a
relative. We ran into a side room being
used for a kitchen and hid ourselves in a
pile of old wheat straw, in the corner of the
room. No sooner had we got inside the
straw than the robbers came and began their
search for us. They pulled the straw about,
jumped on top of it, and ran their bayonets
through the straw pile. Time and again the
bayonets just missed my legs. They searched
for us in that house and on that street for
four days. All this time the robbers were
living in the same house, in a room opposite
to us. For three days and nights we were
without water and food. We did not sleep
at all for eleven days and nights, for the
robbers were all the time in the same house
with us, most of the time in the adjoining
room.

“They were smoking opium and we fre-
quently heard them say that when they
caught us they would kill us. The only time
we could move a musele was when a pig
moved about, rustling the straw in which we
were hidden, and when the rats scampered
about, at which time we would move a little
to relieve the terrible tension of our mus-
cles from their cramped position. We were
almost choked with the dust in the straw and
the burning in our throats, noses and eyes.
I chewed on my handkerchief for a half day
in the attempt to moisten my mouth. When
I could stand it no longer I got up in the
night from out the straw and groped about
until T found about a cupful of water which
I drank with eagerness. It was dirty water
left in a wash tub. That revived me and
my heart began to work better. This was on
September 30.

«That morning the owner of the house,
Mr. Wang, who was treated as a slave by
the robbers, being made to care for their
horses and to do their work for them, came
in to see his family, and they arranged to
hide their clothing in the straw in which we
were secreted. We spoke to Mr. Wang, who
was startled and surprised to find us there,
put he promised not to tell anybody where
we were. He gave us some water to drink.
I will never forget it, and then some cold
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'mounlmneer is an interesting person-
from whatever side you view him. For
50 years he has occupied the mountain coves
valleys, holding himself aloof from the
aide world, and caring little for the great
sactions of that busy, world. His occu-
pation is farming on a small scale and in a
primitive manner, and hunting the small
game abounding in the mountains. His life
b is simple as his surroundings can make it.
~ He lives near to-nature’s heart; communes,
" from the mountain peak, with nature and na-
* ture's God; is naturally religious, and not a
~ liftle superstitious. He is jealous and sus-
_ picious of strangers, of strong prejudices,
tenacious to his opinions, free and generous
. when friendships are formed. He rigidly
| withholds his confidence until he is sure that
confidence will not be betrayed.

The mountaineer has tried to live an hon-

® est, moral life, but his environment has been
against him. With preaching often worse
than no preaching, with no schools, or for
only two or three months during the year,
with no communication with the outside
world, with no luxuries, few comforts and
often only the barest necessaries of life, he
has struggled on with a determination which
commands our resepct and admiration.

A mountaineer does not feel his depriva-
tions keenly. He is used to them. To be
away from the current of the world’s life

i does not worry him, for he has always been
L away. To live in a cabin with but few, even
~ of what others call the necessities of life,
seems the riatural thing to him. I have seen
~ children wading in the snow with bare feet,
_ but they seemed to enjoy it. Many suffer
| from insufficient clothing and from open
houses.
* Outsiders would be struck, very likely, with
~ the mountaineer’s hospitality. He entertains
. friends and strangers alike, free of charge.
The peop]e vigit each other more frequently
. than is common elsewhere. One takes his
- whole family and goes miles to visit some
uncle or aunt or second cousin. The visit us-
lasts a week or more. People pasging
ong the road stop in for dinner or to stay
ﬁl'night just where the hour finds them. No

t lalu

If a mountaineer should omit to ask you
again, he would chide himself for im-
ess. “Come over again and bring your
{ woman (wife) with you,” is always the
ting word.

people make few social distinctions.
is no aristocracy, no middle elass, no
tum of society. As one said to me:
! iaasgoodusnothar,ﬂhebe-

srel!‘icua d:spoaih:m The faith
is especially dear to him. Out
licism is a thing of detestation,
are inborn, He is a
-of birds and beasts
. He acquires his
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pel Work Among the Mountain People

natural history at first hand. He does not
have the “Signal Service” to forecast the
weather for him. The cloud with its moun-
tain baeckground tells by its movement and
direction what the weather will be.

Division of labor has not yet reached the
mountaineer. Many articles considered as
necessities among people nearer the centers
of traffic are wanting altogether or else are
self-made. The spinning wheel and hand
loom has not yet disappeared. Nearly every
man mends his own shoeg and his harness as
a matter of course, The problem suggested
to the mountaineer, on seeing an article he
wants is how he can make it himself, rather
than where he can buy it

I have heard so much talk about the pe-
culiarities and ways of living of the moun-
tain people that one might almost conclude
that they were a distinct race, but in my ex-
perience with them I find that they are about
what might be expected of any people who
had been shut in, to live in the seclusion they
have. Lack of opportunity and contact with
the outside world has kept them back from

the advancement which Bmu who
the privileges have attlliud.
reason to doubt that if they
sameopportun!t'hlﬂieyf"' :
mtellment and refined citizens ag
found anywhere. Many show quick
vation and good, sound judgment, so
are encouraged to labor on.
Oh, if the purses of our wealthy
people could be opened we could in te
capture this entire mountain
Christ! Neglected communities are
for us to send teachers to educate th
dren. Colporteurs to carry them
and other gospel truth. Meanwhil
now on the field are tireless in their
reach the largest possible number
them to a high plane of Christian
The field is whitening to harvest;
ter says, “Go and teach them.”
The mountaineer is brave, g
pitable, patriotic and religious in
is just awakening to his nee
help. The whole se
we have hardly broken
schools, are much
the day when every wi
shall resound Wiﬂ:L

s vefuses hospitality or charges for the en--

This has been both a weary and interest-
ing trip among the highest, ruggedest and
most rocky mountaing in Georgia. I have
been astonished to find people living up, al-
most on top of the moutain peaks, and down,
away down, in the lowest mountain depths
and to me, in some of the most inacessible
little moutain flats, in their small cabin
homes and their little patches of land in eul-
tivation, near the steep hillsides, some so0
steep that the work has all to be done with
hoes. 3 J 2 ‘__k‘

1 have found during this trip tha people
(without exceptions, men, women and chil-
dren, to be & hard working, industrious peo-
ple, so much so that I have scarcely found
any one at home later than 7 o’clock in the
morning, all the family being away in their
fields and corn patches, working with their
hoes, plows, etc.

It has been very touching to see the little
children hard at work, with their hoes. They
seemed scarcely able to carry them,

I have often wondered how these could
possibly make a living and though many are
very poor and comparatively destitute, yet,
they are a contented, unmurmuring, happy
people and so united in their homes as fami-
lies; also among themselves as mneighbors,
and with relation to the children. God bless
them. T can truly say, that in all my ex-
tengive travels, I have never found (as a
whole) a more loving, kind, gentle, well be-
haved, bright, and intelligent class of chil-
dren. These poor people have received me
with true open-hearted kindness and gener-
ous hospitality, and the Bibles, Tsetaments,
papers and cards have been received with
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we ask Jesus to, take care of us, so we are
not. afraid.”’ T asked, “Have you always
plenty to eat?” She replied with such con-
tented simplicity, “No, not always, but we
get along.”

[ talked with them quite a while, then went
up the mountain to visit another family and
on coming down again the eldest girl was
waiting for me with sheet of note paper in
hand, which she offered me. I asked her
why she wanted me to take the paper. She
replied :

“\Well, vou gave us the nice papers and
cards and I want to give you something in
return.” ‘This was all she had to give.

Sometime after, on a very hot day, I was
returning and she had seen me coming and
was waiting on the road with a pitcher and
glass to give me a drink of fresh, cool, spring
water. '

Such gratitude! Oh, kind Father, enfold
in thine arms of love Thy mountain father-
less ones.

Shortly after I met the mother of those
children at a house where she was working.
I asked her if she had a Bible at home. She
said she had none, but had long wished for
one, and had never been able to get it. Would
she use it, and live as it taught her, and
teach her own children also? She said: “In-
deed 1 would.” I said then, “Mother here is
a Bible for you.” I turned to speak to some
one in the room and on turning again to the
widow the Bible was in her lap, her head
was bowed between her hands and she was
weeping for joy, to know that at last she was
the happy possessor of God's holy word.
There were many people in the room at the
time, all of whom were completely over-
come;--

Oh! what is toil, weariness or sacrifice
compared with the joy, of being a co-worker
in so great a cause. Glory to God! who per-
mits us to be so.

I am happy to say to those through whose
love and liberality such work’s being done
that our labor's not in vain, for the Master’s
name has been glorified during the last three
weeks' work of carrying the Word of Life,
Papers, cards; and preaching from house to
house, from church to chureh or by the way-
side. Apparently eleven souls have been
brought to Jesus. One very old man, not far
from the valley of shadows, whom I met on
the road and talked with, on parting, grasped
my hand and with tears streaming down his
cheeks, exclaimed, “My load is gone, my
heart is glad, my soul rejoices. What com-
fort you have brought. Praise God that we
hil\'[‘ met."
~ Many I have left praising God for send-
Ing one of His messengers that way.

This is indeed a weary, toilsome life. I
have been so exhausted that I have stopped
my horse on the roadside and fallen asleep
With my head resting on the “lazy” back of
my buggy; yet, all- we can sacrifice, or suf-
fer, how little it is to.do for “Him who hath
loved us and gave himself for us.”

LIVING

Happy if with my latest breath
I may but gasp His name;
Preach him to all, and cry in death
Behold, behold, the Lamb.—S8el.

A REVIVAL OF RELIGION—THE NEED
OF THE HOUR.
BY Z, L. DAVIS,

The greatest question in the world is sal-
vation of the immortal soul. Jesus said,
“What doth it profit a man if he gain the
whole world and lose his own soul!” One
man, no matter how degraded, despised or ig-
norant he is, is worth more than the whole
world. Put all of earth’s golden treasures
together, the ropes of pearl, the jeweled
crowns, the scepters encrusted with gems, in
the balance of the scales and one human soul
in God's sight would outweigh them all.

Go into the great city with its marble
statues, its tall buildings reaching to the
gky, its pillored cathedrals, its fat vaults, and
what is the greatest thing in it? Not its
floral parks, its vast libraries, its commer-
cial enterprises, its revolving wheels, its in-
numerable motors, but the greatest, grand-
est of all amid its splendor and dazzling
wealth is the immortal soul.

When those have crumbled to dust, that
will live on. When time has changed to
eternity, that will live on. When the heav-
ens have parted as a scroll, that will live
on and on forever and ever, or burn on for-
ever through endless ages, according to the
deeds done in the body.

It is plain, then, that the supreme question
is salvation of the immortal soul. = Jesus
Christ was incarnate in human flesh for our
redemption. He came to us accredited of the
Father. For this He left His beautiful home

in Heaven, came down to this world lost in

darky
and s

Wi

spir.
er's bi® .
stopped deaf ears, made the blind to see and
the lame to walk. He fed the hungry and
raised the dead to life. His work was an
endless revival of holy labor. He went about
doing good, He taught us to do unto others
that which we would have them do unto us.
To-day our every need can be met in Jesus
Christ.- It is written, “My God shall’supply
all your need.”

O wonderful words of truth. O most com-
forting assurance. Let us have a revival of
faith. “Faith is the gift of God,” but are
there not those who hold aloof from God's
best gifts? Now let us no more hold back,
but let us reach up for these good gifts from
above. It is when looking npward, and lift-
ing upward that the burden rolls off. When

nearly double. How long our ¢
been stooping earthward: '
the great concern of the go
salvation. To obtain revenue, it ha
the business of wrecking homes,
souls through the liquor shop. Ji
as our whole nation rises up
penitent look toward the King
these awful burdens, (license, er
ance, vice, racial troubles, ete.) ¥
at the feet of the Lord of Lords.
revival, nation wide, so that the mo
ones will get a look at our Saviour
We want the faith that will enable o
lay hold of God’s infinite promises, and
propriate them. We want the child=like
that will ask, seek and knock, that will
let go of God until we have a blessing.
We want a faith that be ;

the back is bowed earthward, the burdens
mount up higher and higher until, like the
woman whom Jesus healed, when she touched
the hem of His garment, they are bowed
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the simple but profound _Barvicea of the iruly

spiritual. “Not many wise, not many great,

not many noble are called.”” Perhaps for one

reason because we are so prone to pride that

if the slightest pretext be given we are in.

danger of falling into the condemnation of
the devil.” OBEDIENCE.

Six days around Jericho, without a sign
of anything being accomplished. It was cer-
tainly a test of their obedience. Their cour-
sée might have been kept up befter if they
could have been allowed to fight a Iittle. Sir
Thomas Moore accepted office on the condi-
tion “that he was first to look to God and
after God to the king.” So it is ours to obey,
whether we understand or not. - When some
one asked the wife of Havelock how he was
holding up amid the terrible battles of In-

' dia, she replied: “I know not, but I know
he is trusting God and doing his duty.” This
is the spirit in which every Jericho must be
compassed, just keeping at it, marching
around in the path of duty regardless of
whether or not any victory is manifest. The
task may be difficult. A great surgeon hav-
ing finished a, very difficult operation ex-
claimed, “There is another nail in my cof-
fin,” and it is only by pouring out our lives
that we may enrich others. It is compara-
tively easy to march around Jericho once,
but then to go again with no walls falling,
and then again and again and again, pevple
lose courage and become “weary in well do-
ing.” Dean Stanley and Carlyle were walk-
ing down the streets of London many years
2go, the Crimean war was on and Carlyle,
a8 usual, was earnestly denouncing the pres-
ent order of things when the great preacher
asked him: “What, under the circumstances,
is your advice to a canon of an English ca-
thedral” He answered, “Whatsoever thy
hand findeth to do, do it with all thy might.”

It is s0 natural to become weary of just

~marching around, If a wall would fall every

day courage would be renewed, but how try-
ing is the waiting. Many tire of the mo-
notony and quiet, remember seven is the
perfect number, indieating the completion of
the fullness of the effort that was to be made
at the end of which God would deliver. This
very important truth is often lost sight of.

People seem to think that they can drift

dlong in a slovenly way and find the bless-

Ing at the end of the day, but not so. There

15 no wall going to fall before a man who

lounges carelessly around. The walls will
fall before every one who does what is re-

Quired of him. Don't go around three times

and stop, nor five times and stop, nor six
times and stop, obedience is not complete
until the seventh journey is made; that is,.
do all you are told to do. It is not difficult

10 find a reason for the Jerichos that are

standing all over the country. There was
fome litlte marching around them, but not
for the full geven days, A little doing here

“nd there what God says to do, but no full

Obedience. There are those who make a

studying the Serip-
doing personal work, tithing, or

start in family prayer,
tures,

LIVING WATER

something of the kind, but they stop before
they reach the second day, others reach the
second and stop at the third, and some go

/on as far as the sixth, right in sight of vic-

tory, and then stop, Evidently Beauregard
could have taken Washington just after the
battle of Manassas, and Hannibal could
have taken Rome after the battle of Cannae,
but they failed to make the seventh round.
Alas! alas! how many stop short of that
seventh march. It is in behalf of the man
“whose heart is perfect toward Him that the
Lord is seeking to show Himself mighty.”
People go so far and then stop; they will
do a little marching, but not enough, and
many reason that it is not necessary to make
the seventh trip, but reader, bear in mind
that unless that seventh trip, the fullness of
obedience, is made, the walls will not fall.
This is the explanation of the defeat so wide-
spread Among the people of God. They have
made a beginning in many things good, but
they have not gone on to the seventh round.
Remember that the falling of the wall was
conditioned upon the seven days marching,
and if any portion of the command was not
obeyed no wall would fall, but at the end of
doing just what God told them to do it would
and did fall. The same is as true today as in
olden times.
THE SHOUT.

After the seventh round on the seventh
day. The perfection of obedience was real-
ized in a mighty shout, It was a shout of
faith. Now there are some very interest-
ing things about this shout, It was to be at
a certain time, it was not in order until the

" there is no place where the:

SNy

seventh march of the seve
words, no walls could be
they had done what the
do. The walls will never fall
ing that is not preceeded by
each be in order, first, obey,
down comes the wall. The
sows, harrows, and then expee
over which he shouts, The g
the condition and shouts. T
worker sows beside all waters,

good ground that will bring
sixty, and a hundred fold, We
ing now of that habit of praise
accompany us all along the
rather of that definite shout of
fore the falling of the wall,
heart should always be eu
shout of which we are now
definite one of faith which ¢
fort, and down comes the
for the seven days
The last step of the last
taken, nothing remained
shout. It was the
obedience, and the sig
liverance. They n
thing else but shou
have fallen. It ma
been done, faith x
is folly to attem
until the condition
they have been m
of the Lord and sh
every sort, time |
the Lord!

ANOTHER REASON.

Grace to withstand temptation is one of
the chief reasons for being filled with the

Spirit. The Spirt-filled Christian recog-
nizes that there is dwelling within one great-
er than the enemy without. Just as the
healthy body expels disease, so the strong
Christ-ian resists evil. The secret is to have
the heart fortified by the indwelling Spirit
and to work from this center. As another

8ays :

“Learn how to prepare for temptation.
How waa Christ prepared for temptation?
By the baptism of the Spirit. St. Luke, you
remember, tells us that Jesus, being full of
the Holy Ghost, was led by the Spirit into
the wilderness. We speak much of the need
to be filled with the Spirit as a preparation

EDITORIAL COM

- absolute need

for Christian ¥
to resist and o

sudden assault,
tion or disap)
filled with th

unfailing sue:

pearls before



‘to its pressure. The terrible masses

‘not get a grip on the cleverly con-
craft. When the awful pressure
g0 far from ecrushing the vessel, it
i6d her elean out of the ice, and she rode
jumphantly on the floes. This is the se-
of safety. " If we, unyielding, defiantly,
proudly deal with life, it grinds us to
der; but there is a wise passivity, an
mmodativeness which conquers the
prnness of things.

DIFFERENT METHODS.
¥ Chas. H. Spurgeon said:
“I do not know how many years it will
L take to make Christ known at the rate of the
\ present movement. A few men are set apart
" as missionaries and directed with compli-
- cated machinery, and good people feel sorry
" about the heathen. I find no fault with what
is done, but the fault is that we are not do-
. ing a hundred times as much in ways more
" spontaneous.”

The primitive Christians went everywhere

_ preaching the Word and such a fiery bap-
. tism as rested upon them would send the
. church of today to every part of the habit-

able globe. Misgionaries would be thrust
. forth by the Spirit in every direction. There
" would be a marked limbering of our staid
- methods. There are many mission fields
where the work could soon be made self-sus-
" taining. Not a few could support them-
gelves with their own hands like the great
~apostle while they established missions. This
* would not be practicable in some countries,
- .but in others it could be done. Why can’t
we have devout business men go to South
! ica, for instance, and establish mis-
8ions in connection with their other work?
t could be done if people were sufficiently
“in earnest. To evangelize the world in this
~ generation will require a degree of sacrifice
| never dreamed of by the modern church. It
- could be done if people were only awakened;
‘but in their present worldly stupor they
ave little interest in salvation work. There
‘are some gratifying signs of an awakening
| —not what it should be, but better than it
been. Let us push the battle for world-
e avengelization.
asure thy life by loss instead of gain;

the wine drunk,

“h' fortn;
or love's strength standeth in love's saerifica;

d'Wwhoso sufters most hath most to glve.”

THE MADNESS OF SIN.
Simpson says:

in England, it is said, a bold and
infidel had amused and overawed a
his of God to strike him
. after again and again appealing
to prove if there was anything in
ity, without any apparent effect,
his audience and ridiculed the
erless to harm him. Some
- his audaeity, but God was
5 way home, apparently in
iddenly fell from his horse,
expired. A medical

but by the wine poured

WATER
how easily God could confound and destroy
him by the feeblest of his ereatures.

Such daring blaspﬁémy only illustrates the
madness of sin. Moral insanity is far more
deadly in its effects than the dethromement
of reason. Any man who contends against
God is doing a very foolish thing, Continued
resistance means ruin. How can an arm of
flesh cope with Jehovah, and yet the world
is full of people who deliberately reject God
and will have none of his counsel. They had
Just as well try to stop the ebbing and flow-
ing of the tides or the evolutions of the stars
a8 to withstand God. What folly, what mad-
ness, to fight against Him who holds the
worlds on the ends of His fingers. The only
explanation that can be given is that man
has been marred and intoxicated by sin,
blinded by the god of this world,

k!, N G

MINISTERIAL FIDELITY.*

The Life of Faith quotes a secular paper
testifying as follows to the work of a New.
York clergyman who recently passed to his
reward. To all of which we say amen :

Here was a preacher who sought no ad-
ventitious aids to attract attention, yet who
never lacked a great and deeply interested
congregation. Here was a pastor who never
indulged in exploits outside the limit of pas-
toral duty, yet who never was distressed by
desertions from his parish, Here was a re-
ligious teacher who sought no new fantasies
of faith, and who discarded none of the vital

and robust doctrines of his belief, and yet_

who never had occasion to lament the de-
cline of faith or the failure of Christianity
to lay hold upon the hearts and lives of men
and women. His was a living example of
the way in which to make the churches pros-
perous and Christianity a triumphant force
in tthe world ; and it will remain a living and
poteg Sy 0 oo H ” ¢ ig

is

e highest commendation. If he is conten
to be an humble minister of the gospel, to go
among the people as a servant of the Lord,
to minister at every altar, to preach any-

where to anybody, earing for publicity only

so far as it enlarges his influence over the
hearts of men, he will never be lacking for
hearers, neither-will his ministry be barren.
The heart responds as of old to the “truth
presented in the power of the Holy Ghost,
and all the reforms suggested by the latest
additions in sociology are like a grain of
sand to the mountain when compared to the
power of the truth issuing from a heart all

aglow with love to God and fellowmen. The
gospel is still the power of God unto salva-

tion. 1t is the fountain head of all true re-

form, the source of all abiding vietory. He

who is faithful in the
same will never lack for
for a erown up yonder. The minist
skims around like a swall g
tle here and a litHe there, known 1
lady's man and a soei ' :
counselor for broken
souls, may succeed
the paper, may appa
while on cheap notoriety, but in
those who are so unfortunate as to
listen to him will starve for the bread
and he will ultimately awake to the f
he has betrayed the most solemn trus
mitted to a human being. “Oh, what
harvest be?”

PRAYER RATHER THAN
Order is the first

zation is essential, meth
the more we pray the
need, and the less I

chinery multiplies. There
much of the ne |
tion is attrib
uality. As the.
added in the
defiict, but spi
any such w
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A CHRISTMAS GIFT.

At the foot of the hill upon which the lit-
tle town of Bethlehem is built there are
many green fields, where shepherds guard
their flocks of sheep from wolves and rob-
bers. One bright winter’s day many years
ago, while the fields were still green, for
there is ‘seldom smow in that country, the
ghepherds sitting' there suddenly heard the
sound of laughter and of children’s voices
in the air. Around the curve in the steep
path down the hillside poured a throng of
merry children. Each one bore a well-filled
earthern jar containing the noonday meal
for their fathers, and the tall, brown-cloaked
men arose and hurried to meet them.

No sooner had the children been relieved
of their burdens than they scampered off
among the sheep, greeting old pets and rac-
ing with the frisky lambs. Only two, a boy
and a girl, remained behind with their fath-
er. He drew his little daughter, Ruth, down
beside him, tucking his warm cloak carefully
around her, while the seven-year-old boy,
Nathaniel, who was about two years older
than his sister, curled up beside her, play-
ing with her father’s great crook and listen-
ing to every word of the shepherd’s talk.
Several days before he had overheard one
shepherd say, “Surely the time is ripe for
the coming of the King.” And since then
he and Ruth had listened eagerly to all the
news they could gather about this wonder-
ful event. This day the men were again
talking about the King.

“When He comes,” one shepherd said, “He
will bring peace and brotherly love to the
whole world,” and another answered, “Yea,
and ] have read that those who sit on
princes’ seats shall be no greater in His sight
than little thildren.”

Ruth and Nathaniel clapsed hands excited-
ly beneath their father's cloak. From the
seraps of conversation they had heard these
last days they had imagined for themselves
a wonderful picture of the new King whose
ecoming was so near. He would wear royal
purple robes, of course, and live in a marble
Palace in the near-by city of Jerusalem. They
had been to Jerusalem once, to a service in
the great temple, and had passed the very
balace where they felt sure this King would
dwell. Tt had high marble eolumns in front,
4 splashing fountain in the midst of a gar-
den, and separating it from the street was
a golden gate, at each side of which a marble
lion was mm"

The children . had imagined the gates
swinging open as the King and' His train
swept in'or out. Yet fhis great King, with
His folléwers and golden erown and marble
lions, would be the friend of the shepherds,
their father's friend!

And now, today, they had heard some-
thing even more remarkable. He would not

be too proud to speak to them, the children
of a shepherd!

They talked about it as they lay awake
that night in the tiny attic of their home.

“What will we say to Him when He stops
to speak to us?” asked Ruth.

Nathaniel, puzzled, did not answer for a
moment. *If only we could bring Him a
present,” he said at last, “that would be bet-
ter than speaking. I really don't think little
boys ever do talk to kings.”

“But what could we bring Him?" ques-
tioned Ruth, sleepily, “I haven't anything
'cept my old dolly, and you haven't even as
much as that.”

They were standing close together, listen-
ing eagerly to the oldest shepherd who was
reading aloud from a roll of parchment. As
the children approached they caught these
words, “For unto us a child is born, unto us
a Son is given ; the government shall be upon
His shoulder, and His name shall be called
Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.”

“He is speaking of the King,” whispered
Nathaniel to Ruth, and they hurried to their
father's side.

“But thou, Bethlehem,” continued the
reader, “though thou be little among the
thousands of Judah, yvet out of thee shall
comé forth one that is to be ruler in Israel;
whose goings forth have been from of old,
from everlasting.”

“We shall see the King here, and before
many days have passed,” cried the shep-
herds, and in their wondering joy they all
stood still and gazed into each ou{er'u shin-
ing eyes.

No one noticed Ruth and Nathaniel who
had listened to the great news as eagerly as
any of them, and who then hurried back up
the steep path to the town, They had a
hope that the King might come at any mo-
ment, riding through the narrow Bethlehem
streets upon a snow white charger, a ¢rown
upon His head, His royal banners streaming
in the breeze.

They stood upon the hill at the entrance
to the town watching and waiting until the
sun had set, and in the rosy afterglow the
stars began to twinkle, They made Na-
thaniel think of his mother’s song, and as
the colour in the sky faded and the stars
shone out brightly through the darkness he
sang the words in his sweet, clear voice.
Then suddenly the children exclaimed with
wonder and surprise. They did not see the
King riding up the hilly street, but they saw
something nearly as wonderful. In the sky,
among the stars, a new star had suddenly
apmpﬂl' hrighwr and htrxer than all the
others. It was so brilliant that it lighted
the plains below where the shepherds still
guarded their sheep, and yet its-golden light
was so soft and tender that it seemed to be

then‘-—'it was gone!
As the days grew
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i beneath their cloaks, and the
were left behind.
But the boys and girls had heard enough
jout the coming of the Christ to know that
yas their King also, and although their
were short and slow in comparison to
sir fathers', they came climbing after-
ds, and reached a rough stable cave in
:  rocks just in tirhe to see the shepherds
disappear within it. A lantern, like a single
" gtar, hung across the entrance, but the chil-
en did not dare enter nor even peep inside
g cave. |
" They knew that there, close to them, was
t.he glorious King for whose coming the
* world had waited many years, the King who
* would teach all men to be brothers. The
angel said that He had come as a tiny baby
lying in a manger, but surely, the children
thought, He could not be like their babies
at home. Their minds were full of pictures
of jewels and royal robes and golden crowns,
and although Ruth and Nathaniel had
watched and longed for this moment, they
were too shy now that He was so near them
to even bow before Him,

“We have no gift for Him,” sighed Na-
thaniel, dnd in answer the children whis-
pered, “Our fathers can give Him their
lambs. When our mothers come they can
~ bring the sheep’s wool dyed blue and scar-
~ let. We are so small perhaps we would not
. even be allowed to come into His pres-
Before long the shepherds eame out, their

ces shining as if the glory of the angels
m still streaming upon them, and with-

~out noticing the huddled group of children
_ﬁq hurried off to tell others the good news.
"> - As the children waited the sky again grew
| bright, and once more the radiant new star
e ed, It moved until it shone forth like
- & gmall sun, right over the cave in which the
" King lay. The children were bathed in its
light they looked almost like child
g, and then suddenly from within the
they heard a low cry, like the wail of a
baby

TS

‘E.
t

thout another thought they &lipped into
g.n. and there at the farther end they
woman, wrapped in a sky blue
“find beside her a manger filled with
ant hay. No royal attendants stood
‘only a woolly sheep, a red cow, a
gray donkey, and upon the rafters
blue piegons.
the manger, wrapped, not in

d gold, but in soft white bands, lay
ul baby. He was as beautiful as
itar, whose glory shone around Him,
Htmnﬂ up His wee wouth and
low cry.

His manger knelt the children,
one thought, to comfort that
and when Nathaniel whis-
sing Him our song,” their
oices rose and filled thn

‘troducing Jesus to the world, found the pris-

-prisoned and while in prison tried to do good

IVING WATER
which you have brought to the Christ Child,”
she said; “it is my little Son's first Christ-
mas gift from the children whom He has
come to lead.” From *“The Shepherd of Us

All,” by Mary Stewart. Illustrated, net
$1,25.—Fleming H, Revell, New York.

MISSION WORK IN PRISONS.

(The following appeal by one of the inmates of
Tennessee State Prison was -selected by Bro, 8. E.
Roth and sent In for publication, believing that
the message might be appreciated by the readers
of the Gospel Herald.)

The man behind the bars is worth consid
eration. Many of the leading characters of
the Bible were convicts, Joseph graduated
from the pit to the prison and from there to
the king’s throne.

Jeremiah was a prophet of prison life.
Christ Himself was for years a hunted con-
viet, and at last was arrested and sentenced
to death and crucified.

John the Baptist, who drew the curtain in-

on his home and the place of his transla-
tion. :

Consider our Lord’s first sermon when in
the temple he took for a text the proclama
tion of liberty to the captive, and opening
of the prisons to them that are bound.

The great apostle to the Gentiles delighted
to“sign himself in' his letters from prison,
“Paul a prisoner.” Even in prison Paul ex-
claimed, in writing to the Philippians, “For
to me to live is Christ,” “Rejoice in the Lord
always,” “The peace of God passeth all un-
derstanding,” ete.

In later years,.or modern times men and
women who have become famous were im-

to others. We mention, for instande, Mad-
ame Guyon, a prisoner in a French Bastile,
who wrote much of prose and poetry. m'
quote a stanza;

“Though my cage confine me round,
And my wings are closely bound,
My prison walls cannot control
The fMighta of freedom of the sonl
In God’s mighty hand I'll find

The joy, the freedom of the mind,” -

Others while in prison, wrote things to
benefit the world. Francis Baker, of Lon-
don, wrote that beautiful hymn: Jerusalem,
my happy home, while imprisoned.

The greatest book—next to the Bible—was
written within prison walls, namely, "lhn-
yan's Pilgrim’s Progress.”

In years gone by it was indeed a sad t!
to be in prison. Many have found ¢
maxim true: “He who enters here, le
all hopes behind.” nutth.butmhd-dw
generation are awakening to the fact that
prisoners are susceptible to
and given a chance, will make good, The o
saying: "Once a conviet, always a eo
once a thief, always a thief,” is not a ru
but rather the exception. The idea of
men who hunted and persecuted iﬁ ¢
thntthelmwbomtmam
ishment and retribution for his
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, to a fellow prisoner, and was caught at it

he would be cruelly beaten. But praise the

Lord, a light came to the prison when Gov-
. ernor Hooper took charge of state Affairs
and-appointed good men of honor and hu-
manity to govern the prison affairs. A school
was organized, a library established, and
humanity was installed instead of brutality
as & governing factor. May God speed the
day when all our prisons will be stepping
gtones to higher things, a gateway to a new
life of hope and promise, that law-breakers

1D

may be reformed, born anew and trans-
formed into useful citizens.

Now what is the duty of a Christian? what
his attitude to the prisoner? See what we
can find in the twenty-fifty chapter of Mat-
thew about the word prison.

“While the hungry souls are dying,
And the prisoners feel like crying,
For sympathy and love,
Stand no longer idly by,
You can help them if you try,
With sympathy and love.”

give her that much |
would very much &

FIELD

No paper mext week.

w. R. Gilley is holding services at Chespeake,
Ohio.

W. W. Owen has been assisting in revival work
st Eminence, Ky,

We have a full line of mottoes for holiday gifts.

W. W. McCord réports glorious victory in a
meeting just closed at Sycamore, Georgla.

What better Christmas present could you give
a friend than a subscription to Living Water. It
s only a dollar a year.

Thers will ba no paper December 26.

N. 8. McClurkan and his singer, Mr. Green, are
holding revival services at McEwen, Tenn.

We have beautiful wall mottoes at all prices.
Order these for Christmas presents. Your friends
will appreciate them.

Rev. Aura Smith recently held a meeting for
H. B. Hosely in his church in Washington, D. C.
Souls were saved in nearly every service,

If you want to buy a Bible to give a friend for
A Christmas present, semd to the Pentecostal Mis-
slon Publishing Company for a Bible catalogue.

&

G. W. Wright, a Kentucky pastor, writes of a
blessed revival on his charge, in which Afty-eight
were saved and eighteen sanctified.

Living Water office has a full line of beautiful
mottoes, They are cheap and will make Christ-
Mas presents that will be a blessing to your friends.

Rev. Andrew Johnson will deliver a series of
lectures on Bible, Theology, and Homiletics at the
Des Are, Missouri sehool from December 19, to
hlnurj 11,

We trust our friends will not forget to help us
o8 our new bullding for Trevecea College, A little
help at this time will be greatly appreciated and
We belleve God will bleas you in making a sacri-
fice to do this. -

) C. C. Davis, In writing from Emma, 1linols, says,
“We are in the midst of what promises to be a
ETeat meeting. While the battle is hard and the
Powers of darkness are contending every step of
the way, we feel victory is coming and we covet
Your Prayers.' ¥

like to help with this

NOTES

It is our custom to omit an lssue of the paper
at Christmas time. This year it I8 the issue of
Dec. 26, hence will be our next lssue.

Rev. John F. Owen reports victory In a six weeks
campaign of revival work at Ansom, Kansas. He
was assisting Rev. Elbert M. Fly, who has a pas-
torate in that vicinity. Many of our readers know
Brother Fly, who Is one of our Tennessee boys
and they will be pleased to kmow that God is
blessing him In his pastoral work in Kansas.

Living Water as a Christmas present would be
such a blessing to your friends. Every issue would
bring a spiritual message.

The account given on page & of the experience
of missionaries with robbers in China is the ter
rible experience of missionaries of the Christian
and Misslonary Alllance. They are co-workers of
Mrs. Georgia Minter and this account was sent to
us by her: She was at another siation hence was
spared this irying “experience,

The following s quoted from a report from H.
T, Helronimous: "“We cldsed at Chelyan, Va, with
good results. Not so many professions but.the
work was deep and thorough and the church was
left In a good state, spiritually, Quite a number
of the best people of the church were very clearly
panctified, also a great many were saved. There
were saved, reclaimed and sanetified about 117.
The pastor, Rev. J. L. Dotson, s & fine man to la-
bor with."
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'Remembering Christmas

"“HIS STAR IN THE EAST.”
was seen by the wise men. It kindled
l'nith- and hope They arose and fol-
i it. It led them to Bethlehem, How
s the world knew of the existence, and
little it appreciated the significance, of
it marvelous star—His star! Herod fought
rainst that star in its course; the Church
- was too busy with her lifeless routine and
hll' pompous ecclesiasticism to take notice
of it; the world was too absorbed with am-
bition, and too entranced with guilty pleas-
ure, to pay any attention to it; infidelity
scoffed at it: philosophy sneered at it;
learned Greece, the home of literature and
art, was too cultured to be attracted by such
" a commonplace incident; warlike Rome, the
geat of political power, and the nursery of
gelfish greed, would not condescend to give
the matter the slightest attention. That
bright and winsome star glittered and blazed
in the sky, and those humble wise men, after
their weary march over the desert, came to
Jerusalem to tell the world of its existence.
There is little evidence that the world gave
any heed to the wonderful tale. Some faith-
. ful hearts were ready to welcome the tidings.
A loyal few were waiting for the redemp-
tion of Israél. Yet that star was the focus
of prophecy; it was a gleam from beyond
“the skies; it was a gem from heaven’s treas-

L ures; it was the herald of a new day; it led

“the foosteps of men to where the hope of the
hworld was cradled.
“In the light of that star
Lie the ages lmpearled,
And that song from afar
Has swept o'er the world."

Let us hark amid the turmoil and noise
and rush of this busy century. What strange
tidings of a new Star in the East come to
us from over the seas! Is it His Star? We
hear of the Bible translated into foreign

guages, the gospel preached in strange

ig es the rapid progress of Christian edu-

{ he growth of a religious literature

r up fountains of truth and grace
known, the gathering of churches

igvers around an open Bible,

e g of multitudes to offer

n the name of Christ, the sweet

B0l trusting hearts in humble adoration

} Jams. the tender scenes around commun-
tables, where lowly and penitent hearts
solemn vows. of Joyalty to the dear Re-
imer, the noble-endurance of persecution

' Christ's sake, the touch of the healing

with wordd of loving sympathy and
8¢l, in the name of the great Physician.
ot His Star that we see again in the

_readers and friends of Christ,
ights n to Syria, as this month
around, you need not

? E iz Star once more in the
your hearts to where the
d the rude, wild scenes

of the Eastern world. Follow it with your
prayers and hopes, your frankincense and
myrrh. Bring your gifts, and pledge your
loyal allegiance-to this new child of the skies.
Shrink not at what may seem to you a dreary
desert of toil and waiting. This bright star
of missions will lead you to another Bethle-
hem. It will bring you, in the shadows of
a night vet dark before the dawn, to where
the hope of the long neglected Eastern world
lies cradled. Be not faithless, but believing.
What a wealth of power, and what marvels
of achievement, were wrapped up in that in-
fant of days in Bethlehem! If is His own
Gospel; it is His own Love and power and
blessed promise which we preach and teach.
If Christ is Christ, then missionary effort in
the name of Christ, and in the power of
Christ, is the hope of the world.
“Onward through the darkness
Of the lonely night,
Shining still before them
With thy kindly light,
Guide them, Jew and Gentile,
Homeward from afar, ==
Young and old together, 3
By thy gulding Star."
From “The Modern Call of Missions,” by
Dr. James S. Dennis. Net $1.50.—Fleming
H. Revell, New York.

FROM MANGER TO THRONE.
LIONEL GOLDMAN,

In thinking of Christ’s birth wé, as a rule,
naturally associate it with Calvary. The
manger, the angel message, the heavenly
choir, the astonished shepherds of the plains,
the wise men of the East, in fact, everything
connected with His birth seems to be over-
shadowed by the dark clouds of Calvary. As
we stand in Bethlehem’s khan each passing
Christmas tide, and with the eyes of our im-
agination gaze upon the infant Christ as He

passing event of the Savior’s li
His baptism, Hismm—lﬂ N’o
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side Jerusalem with ibl.ivin;
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198 Fourt o 1, B
AN ANNEEENEESE NSNS




. unto me that isto bawmm Israel.” Isaiah

peautifully conmects the Savior's birth and :
kingship when he says: “For unto us a child B O O K S
is born, unto us a Son is given; and the goy-

ernment shall be upon His shoulder: and His BY J. O. McCLURKAN
name shall Be called Wonderful, Counsellor, “BEHOLD HE COMETH."—A <

< g ear and
the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the concise view of the Lord’s second com-
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His gov- ing; 179 DaBOl. i1 ccineeniarrtvnnnss 25¢ I b
ernment and peace there shall be mo end, “CHOSEN VESSELS,"—A collection of e 'iv:: o '
upon the THRONE OF DAVID, and upon his 22‘;‘;”";“' ;_};‘:" historical sketches; ence of Sanctificath
kingdom to order it, and to etablish it with scelni s e ol PR standpoint. Other lin

| judgment and with justice from henceforth | “WHOLLY SANCTIFIED—A eclear, CXparicnCs AN

even for ever”. Yes, the fact of the Redeem- strong, unanswerable statement of the doe-

trine of sanctification; 120 pages.... 20¢

er’s birth at Bethlehem and death at Calvary, | . S 08 St . '3
™81

is no surer than the faet of His coming again,

. PREEE: sssesysrasenins iy Vasa R NS TR
riding upon the clouds of heaven and tak- “THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER"—A %
ing pn.\iSCSSiO[l of the earth, while all heaven treatise on the Prayer Life, sixteen
yibrates with resonant eries. “The kingdom pages .

N AR e
of the world is become the kingdom of our . .
Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign Pentec‘uta‘! MISSIOI! Puh' cn'

forever and ever.”
Listen to those beautiful strains as they KK EXras NN REK AR LR AR
are wafted by heaven’s angelic choir across g
the silent plains of Bethlehem, in the still-
ness of a beautiful summer's night: “Glory
to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
good will toward men.” Tt is true that the
first advent of the Savior has brought peace
—peace of mind, peace of conscience, peace
of heart, peace with God—but all this is not
“peace on earth.” Since that night the earth
has had no peace; enmity, hatred, strife and
war have been the order of the age—brother
going to war with brother, while huge, iron-
elad vessels have ploughed the surface of the
sugty GBep Deneath the awful roar of shot
and shell, Did those angels sing a fruitlessy
song? Did their heaven born words conv ’
no truth, ne meaning? Nay, we k h
He whose birth they heralded with was
born to be a King—a King whose amign will
be eternal, whose government wﬂutﬂ’b}ish
righteousness and truly inundate this earth
with peace, Thus the manger will yet prove
itself to be a stepping stone to that most
glorious Throne. Hail, Thou King of Beth-
lehem’s manger; hail, Thou King of earth’s
redecmed, for Thy peaceful reign we're wait-
ing, hasten now that blissful day.—Sel.
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WE PRINT BOOKS,

Song books, tracts, invitation cards and
posters for your meetings. Write us for
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S OF GREETING

FRIENDSHIP

&

" This series is made a convenient size
~ to slip into an envelope, being 214x3%4
" | inches. The volumes are printed in two
.~ | colors, with border, and are bound in

" poze leather, with the front cover
| stamped in gold. They are a modern
| gsubstitute for the old-time booklets
bound in paper and boards and also for
- post card greetings.

10 Titles.
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Precious Thoughts,
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Birthday Thoughts.
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C. H. M.’s Notes

These are the famous “Notes” by
Cha.r]es H. Melntosh commended so
strongly by Dwight L. Moody. He often
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rather part with my entire li
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PECIAL TEMPERANCE SONGS.
.. Compiled by M. Homer Cummings,
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tical notes, commend it strongly to Sunds,y
worker and clergyman.”—Rev. J. H. Vincent, D.
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