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The Curse of Contentment
B y  t h e  E d it o r

ST. PA U L said, “ Godliness with contentm ent is great gain.” B ut I  
am  thinking of th a t sort of contentm ent tha t has too small an ele­
m ent of godliness, and is principally ju st contentm ent. The m etaphor 

is a hog th a t has eaten all he can hold and has done tha t so habitually  and 
so long th a t he has grown fat, and now he finds a cool place under the 

shade of a  tree and lies down and  ju st grunts. T h a t sort of a ,life  m ay be 
all right for a  hog, b u t it is a poor life for a preacher.

B ut our m etaphor is lim ited. T he picture would be worse if it were 
th a t of a poor hog th a t has become a fatalist and has decided to just be 
poor and  underfed and just lie and  grunt anyhow.

B ut I  am  not thinking of hogs anyway. I  am  thinking of preachers. 
Preachers who have done quite well and have become aware of it. And 
having become aw are th a t they are efficient and  successful, they have 
ceased to strive. T hey  m ay tell how they  used to “burn  m idnight oil” in 
the  pursuit of knowledge, b u t now they  go to bed early  and  get up late 
and read only well digested books and magazines and newspapers and  rest 
and grunt contentedly and  resent it when anyone tries to stir them  up.

I  am  thinking of preachers who came to the m inistry  from lowly s ta ­
tion  and had  to fight hard  to overcome an inferiority complex. B ut they 
have found out th a t they  are about as polished as the m ajority  w ith whom 
they m ust associate, so now thffy ju st rest and canker and rust.

I  am  thinking of preachers who knew a t the beginning tha t one can­
not be an  unctuous preacher unless he is an  insistent prayer, and they  fasted 
and  prayed and “soaked” their souls in m editation and solitariness before 
God. B ut they have found out how to influence the people by hum an 
m anipulations, and they have their sermons p re tty  much by heart, and 
they  are aw ay out and beyond any  ta in t of modernism or w ant of orthodoxy. 
So they  thrash  over their old straw  tha t did once have a lot of wheat in it, 
and they  sound out p la titudes of praise and hold their popularity  and they 
are already dying of contentm ent. V
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I am  thinking of preachers who have 
lost or are losing their passion for souls. 
They are right a t heart «a that they 
would be glad if everybody would get 
saved and do right and go to heaven. 
B ut they no longer suffer the pangs of 
the sinbearer or endure the travail which 
birth  involves. W eak well-wishing is tak ­
ing the place of heart agony which once 
found expression in the words, “ Give me 
souls or take my soul.”

I am  thinking of preachers who can’t 
be kicked into a fight. I f  anybody ob­
jects they will not attem pt to have a  re­
vival. I f  “ the b rethren” th ink  the budg­
ets are too high, they will seek to have 
them reduced. If people won’t come to 
church they  will not go out a fte r them. 
If  their church won’t  fly they will just 
let her walk or stand still. If  a program  
is not easy to carry out they  will just 
whittle the program  down. If  anyone 
says, “ I t  can’t be done,” they just elimi­
nate th a t project from the list.

Contented preachers who are sleek and 
fat and lazy or who have decided to just 
be lean and hungry and not do anything 
about it! Contented preachers who have 
agreed to “Let well enough alone,” and 
who keep on bringing their “well enough” 
down to the level of whatever is.

I  tell you, brethren, we are in a con­
flict, a battle, yea, a war. Contentm ent 
tha t reduces the tem perature of the fight­
ing blood is a curse. B etter th a t a  man 
should be always on the road than  tha t 
he should arrive and never find it out. 
The man who “ thinks he can’t ” is no 
worse off than the m an who contends he 
has already done it. There is little  hope 
for either one.

A man approached a house and in­
quired for work. The woman who met 
him  a t the door, said, “W e do no t need 
anyone. You would be surprised a t  how 
little work we have.” B ut the applicant 
replied unabashed, “Lady, you would be 
surprised how little work it takes to keep

me busy.” And I have thought it is like 
tha t with many a preacher. On the 
other hand, there are preachers who keep 
so busy a t so m any things th a t if only 
half of their undertakings do some good 
they will get ahead. M ay God deliver us 
from the curse of contentm ent!

Editorial Notes
This is ju st the time of the year when 

the publishers of the P r e a c h e r ’s  M a g a ­
z i n e  have to consider the question of the 
life or death of the publication. I was 
personally more responsible for the in itia­
tion of this magazine than  anyone else, 
and I believe it has done some good. But 
it is beyond my power to insist upon the 
continuation of T h e  M a g a z i n e — th a t is 
for the subscribers and the publishers to 
decide. W ell, principally, it is for the 
subscribers to decide; for the publishers 
always turn  to the subscription list when­
ever the question is brought up. A ny tim e 
I say, P r e a c h e r ’s  M a g a z i n e  a t the N aza- 
rene Publishing House, either the  m anager 
or the assistant m anager says, “L e t’s see, 
what is the subscription list now ?” And 
preachers are about like o ther people 
when it comes to postponing the carry­
ing out of a good intention— the renewal 
of their subscription for example. Ju st 
what have you done about yours? If  you 
have not renewed, please do not delay.

Often we have called atten tion  to the 
fact th a t we have a lim ited field in which 
to advertise the P r e a c h e r ’s  M a g a z i n e .  
If we give notice of it even in a publica­
tion like the Herald of Holiness the m a­
jority  of the readers are  eligible to sub­
scribe, for our list is lim ited to preach­
ers. This is why we appeal so often to 
our subscribers to solicit a subscription 
from a brother preacher. A single word of 
personal solicitation is worth whole col­
umns of general advertising, since we can 
appeal to such a small percentage of the
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population. So here I  am  again asking 
every reader of the P r e a c h e r ’s  M a g a ­
z i n e  to ask some brother preacher to sub­
scribe. And I would so much appreciate 
it if you would just render the service of 
offering to send in the subscription for 
the new prospect. Ju st a little  encour­
agem ent like th a t will often tu rn  a mere 
good intention into a good deed. Please 
do this right away.

I have been experim enting on the  read­
ing hab it for some m onths now, and have 
been surprised a t the results—in quan tity , 
a t least. I  am not a really fast reader, 
bu t I  have been able to read from two 
to four good-size books a  week, mostly 
ju st in spare time. M y plan is th is: I  
keep a different book handy for each 
different place; one in my car to read 
while waiting for my wife to buy the 
groceries or for some friend to make a 
call or get his h a t; another on the m antel 
where I can  reach and get it when I  find 
th a t lunch will not be ready for five m in­
utes yet; another, of smaller physical size, 
I keep in a convenient pocket to read 
when I take a trolley or tra in  or bus. 
And the rem arkable thing is th a t I  find
I can leave off a t  the end of any  p a ra ­
graph and take up there again a t  con­
venience w ithout any necessity for re­
viewing past reading to “get the connec­
tion .”

B ut I suppose it  is not possible to  tell 
anyone how to read. Some, I know, 
m ark and file and reread in order to, feel 
they have done it right. I  read right on 
through and m ake no particu lar effort to 
remember. I  calculate th a t  if a thought 
is not strong enough to cling on it is too

weak to be of much help anyway. So I 
do not memorize or file and do not spe­
cialize on formal quotation— although, of 
course, I  know I m ust call up w hat I  
have read, even when I am not aware of 
it. But w hatever the plan, if a preacher 
would be heard he m ust read. Usually 
we say th a t if one would be heard he 
m ust listen to others. , But the preacher 
has bu t little  chance to listen, so he m ust 
read to make up for it, and if he speaks 
much, he must read much.

I  was in a service the other day where 
they were selling Evangelist Otho Schwab’s 
little book on “ Sanctification, W hat, W hen, 
H ow ?” and I bought a copy. I  shall read 
tha t book with great care. I  know it  was 
w ritten especially for distribution among 
people who are not fam iliar w ith our 
central thesis of doctrine and experience, 
but I  have not the slightest doubt th a t it 
will help me also. Often a good field in a 
fam iliar landscape is opened up and we 
are thankful. W esley used to listen very 
carefully in the testim ony meeting for 
some message th a t God would be pleased 
to send to him. W e m ust produce, read 
and publish good literature dealing with 
our central thesis and with all the funda­
m entals of our holy faith. T here is place 
for a new crusade of holiness literature.

One thing more, please be on the  look­
out for m aterial which would help your 
brother preachers and send it to us for 
the P r e a c h e r ’s  M a g a z i n e .  Any tim e you 
have an outline, illustration or other con­
tribution you would be willing to pass 
along, please send it to us. H elp us m ake 
the P r e a c h e r ’s  M a g a z i n e  “ B etter than  
ever.”

P u b lis h e d  m o n th ly  b y  th e  N az a re n e  P u b lis h in g  H o u se , 2923 T ro o s t  A ve., K a n s a s  C ity , Mo., m a in ta in e d  b y  a n d  in  th e  in te r e s t  of th e  C h u rc h  of th e  N az a re n e . S u b s c r ip t io n  p r ic e  $1.00  a y ea r. E n te re d  a s  sec o n d  c la s s  m a t te r  a t  th e  P o s to ff ic e  a t  K a n s a s  C ity . Mo. A c c e p ta n c e  fo r  m ail* Ing a t  sp e c ia l  r a te  of p o s ta g e  p ro v id e d  fo r  in  S ec tio n  I I 03, A c t o f O c to b e r  3, 1917, a u th o riz e d  D ecem b er 30, 1925.
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DOCTRINAL
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THE DOCTRINE OF PREDESTINA­
TION

P a u l  S . H i l l

T H E  doctrine of predestination has 
afforded a ground for much discus­
sion in the Church during the past. 
M uch of this discussion has been useless, 
bu t some of it has been very helpful and 

beneficial. In  general the doctrine of p re­
destination has grown out of an  in terp re ta­
tion of the sovereignty- of God. T h at is, 
the sovereignty of God rather than  H is 
wisdom. Love or holiness has been made 
to  stand  for the most pronounced charac­
teristic of God, and consequently w ith the 
emphasis placed on this a ttrib u te  of di­
v inity  there has been built up a  system  of 
thinking which centers around predestina­
tion as a natural sequence to divine sov­
ereignty. Or to make it more clear per­
haps we could say th a t the doctrine of 
predestination would not spring so n a t­
urally from a consideration of the wisdom 
of God, or H is love or holiness or any 
other a ttrib u te  or characteristic of God as 
it does from His sovereignty. I t  is from 
the interpretation  of the sovereignty of 
God th a t the doctrine of predestination 
has sprung.

T h e  S o v e r e i g n t y  o f  G o d  
T he doctrine of the sovereignty of God 

is a true doctrine. To have less than  a 
sovereign God is to have no God a t  all. 
In  God there m ust be the absolute. There 
m ust be wisdom in the absolute, also 
justice, and goodness. These and all the 
other attribu tes of God m ust exist in the 
absolute degrees. The absolute is God’s 
and H is alone. Thus the sovereignty of 
God is absolute. There is none more 
sovereign, no higher power, no higher will

or au thority . The sovereignty of God is 
absolute. I t  is this fact, this tru th  of the 
absolute in the sovereignty of God tha t has 
furnished the basis for the doctrine of 
predestination.

P r e d e s t i n a t i o n  D e f i n e d
W ebster defines predestination as “ the 

act of predestinating, or sta te of being 
p redestinated .” (2) “ The purpose or de­
cree of God from etern ity  respecting all 
events; especially the preordination of 
men to  everlasting happiness or misery. 
M ore especially preordination to eternal 
life.”

There is a  much fuller definition given 
than is quoted above, b u t this conveys the 
central idea of predestination as used in 
the theological discussions during the days 
of Calvin and since. I t  m ust be borne in 
mind, however, tha t the dictionary defini­
tion of predestination and the  Bible teach­
ing of predestination are no t necessarily 
the same. The dictionary defines the 
term  as it is used in the theological d is­
cussions of the day when the dictionary 
was in process of making, and sim ply de­
fined the word w ithout regard to the theo­
logical tru th  or u n tru th  of the  doctrine 
itself.

In  his explanation as to how he arrived 
a t the meaning of words M r. W ebster 
frankly states th a t he m ade inquiry  of 
those who used the word and  to whom it 
had a  definite meaning. As an  illustration 
of his m ethod of obtaining a definition he 
m ade inquiry of the scientists as to  the 
meaning of scientific term s, the chemists 
supplied him  w ith the exact meaning of 
chemical term s and words, the engineers 
were his source of inform ation regarding 
the meaning of engineering term s, etc.
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Following this m thod he, of course, 
would ask the theologians for the meaning 
of theological term s w ith the result th a t 
the above definition was given as defining 
the m eaning of predestination.

W e have no quarrel w ith the dictionary. 
W e th ink  the m ethod of obtaining accur­
ate  definitions is the best possible, bu t it 
is easy to see how a meaning could be 
w ritten  into a definition which would be 
misleading in reference to the tru th  or 
un tru th  of the doctrine defined. Especial­
ly  could this be so in regard to doctrines 
of a theological nature. I t  could be also 
true of o ther fields of debated things. A 
scientific term  might express the teaching 
of a school of scientists and  yet th a t p ar­
ticular school of scientists be faulty  in 
their treatm en t of the subject in hand. 
Or a  political group m ight use a  term  or 
word until it was related alm ost wholly 
to their doctrine of politics, and. yet the 
political doctrine held by  th a t particular 
group m ight not be true to the whole sub­
ject of governm ent. And thus we might 
enlarge to show how the definition of a 
term  m ight be misleading as sta ting  the 
tru th  of the m atter. Especially can this 
be true in reference to doctrines or s ta te­
m ents of belief. I t  is easier to define a 
solid thing such as a stone or stick than  
it is a  doctrine. A definition of a  solid 
thing is more likely to be true to  the 
actuality  of the m atter than  a definition 
of a doctrine be true to  the doctrine as 
tha t doctrine stands in relation to all 
tru th  of which it is a p art. Therefore 
we exam ine this definition not w ith the 
thought th a t the definition does not p rop­
erly define the teaching of those theologi­
ans who are known as predestinarians, 
b u t ra ther w ith the query as to  whether 
the definition properly defines the doc­
trine of predestination itself. Is  the doc­
trine of predestination  exactly as defined 
by  the definition? W e adm it th a t it de­
fines predestination as taugh t by  the 
predestinarians, bu t are the predestinari­
ans entirely  true to the doctrine as th a t

doctrine stands in relation to all tru th  of 
which it is a part?

T h e  D e f i n i t i o n  F u r t h e r  E x a m in e d
T he definition as given above contains 

two p arts  which according to the definition 
are unalterably related to each other. 
One part refers to the purposes and de­
crees of God from all etern ity . T he other 
part refers to all events, and especially 
to men in their relation to eternal salva­
tion or dam nation. As the definition 
stands it relates these events and men 
unalterably to the eternal decree and pur­
pose of God, so th a t all events and all 
men are so fixed by  the eternal purpose 
and decree of God tha t they  are unaltera­
bly established. N othing can be changed. 
Everything is as it m ust be. N othing 
could have been different from w hat it 
was or is. N othing of the fu ture can be 
shaped by any force whatever so th a t it 
can be anything bu t w hat was predesti­
nated by the eternal purpose and decree 
of God.

W e do not question the definition as ex­
pressing the teaching of the predestina­
rians. I t  is true to w hat they teach, bu t 
the question we ask is, Is there th a t un ­
a lterable relation between the eternal pu r­
pose and decree of God and  all events of 
earth  and tim e, and the eternal salvation 
or dam nation of all men? Is this doc­
trine true? Does th is definition tru ly  ex­
press the doctrine of predestination as it 
is taught in the W ord of God? N o t as it 
is taugh t by the predestinarians, bu t by 
the Bible, which is the source of all re­
vealed tru th . T he thing to settle is not 
the fact of the eternal purpose and decree 
of God, neither the fact of events, and 
the eternal salvation or dam nation of men. 
These enter into the discussion of course. 
T hey are both tru ths. I t  is true th a t God 
is sovereign. I t  is true th a t H e has p u r­
poses and decrees dating back to eternity . 
I t  is also true tha t there are events, and 
men, and salvation and  dam nation eter­
nally, bu t the question is, “Do the eter­
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nal purposes and decrees of God prede­
term ine and predestinate all events, the 
actions of all men, the eternal salvation or 
dam nation of every soul? In  other words 
is there the unalterable relation between 
the purposes and councils of God and all 
events and men th a t this definition teach­
es? T he predestinarians say, “Yes.” An 
exam ination of the purposes and decrees 
of God, together with an exam ination of 
events and the question of salvation should 
give us an  answer.

T h e  Q u e s t i o n  F u r t h e r  E n l a r g e d
T he question we raise is the relation 

between the eternal purposes and decrees 
of God and all events and moral issues of 
men which stand to save or damn them  
eternally. W e do not question the eternal 
purposes and decrees of God nor do we 
question the fact of events and their 
relation to men in tim e and eternity. 
W hat we do question is the unalterable 
and unchangingness of hum an events in 
their relation to the eternal purposes 
and decrees of God. Is there a rela­
tionship between the eternal purposes of 
God and all events so th a t all events, 
and all hum an history, and all the proces­
ses of salvation and dam nation in their 
workings in tim e and eternity , are un­
alterably  fixed? H as the eternal pu r­
pose of God fixed every event of earth  
and tim e? H as the eternal purpose of 
God unalterably fixed the future of each 
soul of man for all eternity , regardless of 
every other factor and force with which 
men think they deal?

Again we state th a t we do not deny 
the sovereignty of God, nor H is eternal 
purposes and decree; neither do we deny 
the fact of events and the eternal salva­
tion or eternal lostness of the souls of 
men. The question raised is not in ref­
erence to the tru th  of either of these two 
propositions which enter into the definition 
of predestination. W hat we seek to know 
is the relation of these two tru th s  to each 
other. Is every event of time and eternity ,

every curse and  sin as well as every bless­
ing and good, fixed unalterably  so tha t 
everything th a t has been, and is, and 
shall be, is only what the sovereignty of 
God has decreed w ithout regard to any 
other factors with which a t least men 
think they deal?
S t a t i n g  t h e  C a s e  o f  t h e  E t e r n a l  P u r -  

'• p o s e  a n d  D e c r e e  o f  G o d  
T he eternal nature of God is an argu­

m ent for His sovereignty. Also the sov­
ereignty of God is an  argum ent for His 
e tern ity . These two characteristics of 
God supply the needed ground for the 
eternal purposes and decrees of deity. 
W ithout etern ity  as a fact in the nature 
of God there can be no eternal in the 
purposes and decrees, and w ithout the 
sovereignty of God there can be no u n ­
alterable and unchangeable purposes tha t 
reach back into eternity . I t  is from  the 
eternal sovereignty of God tha t we argue 
the eternal purposes and  decrees. Both 
eternity and sovereignty are necessary to 
the foundation of eternal purposes and  de­
crees. To deny either of these great 
characteristics as belonging to God is to 
a t once adm it tha t eternal purposes and 
decrees do not exist, for it is easy to see 
tha t inasmuch as eternity  and sovereignty 
are w ritten into the eternal purposes and 
decrees of God, w ithout these two factors 
the whole m atter falls for lack of a  proper 
foundation and premise. B ut granting 
these two characteristics as belonging to 
God (and w ithout them  God cannot be) 
there is seen a t once not only a  possibility 
for eternal purposes and decrees, bu t there 
is also ground for reasoning th a t such p u r­
poses and decrees are not only possible but 
certain. N ot only does the etern ity  and 
sovereignty of God stand for a possi­
b ility of eternal purposes and decrees, bu t 
it also stands to assure us tha t such 
eternal purposes and decrees shall be is­
sued from the Godhead.

E te rn ity  belongs alone to God. No 
creation, be it m aterial universe, angels

( 6)
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or men, has the quality of etern ity  belong­
ing to it. God alone is eternal. E te rn ity  
and God are inseparable. W e should not 
th ink  tha t the relation between God and 
eternity  is such as can be expressed as 
God clothing Him self with eternity , as 
though God were a Being separate from 
etern ity  and coexistent with it, and using 
it as a measuring stick in order to ex­
press H is duration  to hum anity. Such 
reasoning makes for a separation between 
God and eternity . T he tru th  is th a t God 
is eternal, not in the sense of being co­
existent with etern ity  bu t in the sense 
th a t etern ity  is a nature  and characteristic 
th a t is contained within the very being of 
the Godhead, so th a t w ithout God there 
can be no etern ity  any more than  there 
can be justice, or love, or goodness, or 
any  o ther a ttrib u te  of deity. H e is the 
eternal God.

Unless this idea of etern ity  as an a t ­
tribu te  and characteristic of deity be ac­
cepted we have two coexistents, which 
make the entire idea of God impossible. 
W ith  etern ity  as merely infinite time 
stretching back into the past and forward 
into the future, a something coexistent 
w ith the existence of God, we have not 
only God to deal with bu t also eternity . 
Aside from, and outside of, the very na­
ture of God eternity , as such, has no 
meaning nor purpose. T he tru th  of rev­
elation shows God and  etern ity  insepara­
ble. W ithout God there can be no eter­
n ity . W ithout etern ity  there can be no 
God.
W h a t  E t e r n i t y  i n  t h e  G o d h e a d  I^Ie a n s

Aside from the eternal purposes and 
decrees of God which spring from His 
sovereignty and eternal nature  there are 
other determ ining and fundam ental char­
acteristics of God which can be reasoned 
from H is eternal nature. T h a t is, we 
have already sta ted  th a t the  doctrine of 
predestination (the eternal purposes and 
decrees of God) is based on the eternity 
and sovereignty of God, so now we wish

to show how not only the purposes and 
decrees of God are related to H is eternity , 
but also other attribu tes and divine char­
acteristics are also related. We do not 
think tha t the sovereignty and eternity  of 
God are alone the proper sources for the 
establishing of theological tru th . There 
are revealed to us more of the nature 
and character of God than  of H is eternity  
and sovereignty. This should be con­
sidered in the study of any  theological 
subject, but inasm uch as we are study­
ing predestination as springing from the 
eternity  and sovereignty of God we righ t­
fully should seek to understand w hat the 
eternity  and sovereignty of God implies 
or teaches. At present we are thinking 
of the eternity  of God in its relation to 
w hat God is.

The eternity of God reasons for every 
moral and natural attribute and power 
that, lying within the nature of the God­
head, makes God what He was, what He 
is, and what He ever will be. If  it be 
true tha t the doctrine of predestination 
can be reasoned from the eternal nature 
of God so also can other doctrines be 
traced back to tha t same eternal nature. 
And not only so b u t these other tru ths 
which spring from the eternal nature of 
God have a relationship to predestination 
which help to establish clearly w hat the 
true teaching of predestination really is.

I t  is through processes of reasoning 
applied to one tru th  tha t another tru th  
is found. I t  m ay be awkward thinking 
which seeks to establish one characteris­
tic of divinity on the revelation of an ­
other one. T hat is, to reason th a t if one 
characteristic is proved then another m ust 
be a natural and inevitable coexistent 
sequence, bu t nevertheless it is true tha t 
none of the characteristics of divinity can 
rem ain w ithout all the other divine ac­
companiments. W e cannot have alm ighty 
power w ithout infinite wisdom, for infinite 
wisdom is essential to infinite power. We 
cannot have infinite justice w ithout in­
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finite love, mercy and power. We cannot 
have infinite love w ithout infinite knowl­
edge and superintendence or providence. 
And so we might continue to show the re­
lation of eVery a ttribu te  of God to every 
other w ithin the Godhead. W hat we wish

EXPOSITORY MESSAGES ON 
CHRISTIAN PURITY
O l i v e  M. W i n c h e s t e r

Pure Religion

PU R E  religion and undefiled before 
God and the Fa ther is this, To 
visit the fatherless and widows in 

their affliction and to keep himself un ­
spotted from the world” (Jam es 1: 27).

From  the beginning of the hum an race 
on the earth  there has been some form of 
religion; in fact it would seem tha t there 
is no tribe or race w ithout religion. W hile 
this has been disputed, yet it would seem 
to have good grounds for belief.

N atu rally  in the great num ber of re­
ligions there is great variety. N o t only 
does variety  exist in the varying num ber 
of heathen religions, bu t likewise among 
the advocates of the C hristian religion. 
T hus it is tha t the question arises over 
and over again as to w hat is the nature 
of the true religion.

T he Bible does not give us m any defi­
nitions of religion; it sta tes its quali­
ties and attribu tes in specifying the char­
acteristics of its followers, bu t when it 
comes to definite statem ents of the nature 
of religion p u t in the form of terse prag­
matic utterance, we have practically  only 
two, one in M icah in the  Old Testam ent 
and one in Jam es in the New which tells 
tha t “Pure religion and undefiled before

to em phasize now is the fact th a t God 
cannot be eternal in H is nature and not 
be absolutely holy, and  the holiness of 
God determines the exercise of His sov­
ereignty and consequently determ ines the 
true doctrine of predestination.

God and the Father is this, To visit the 
fatherless and widows in their affliction 
and to keep himself unspotted from the 
world.”

P u r e  R e l i g i o n  T w o f o l d
Throughout the Scripture it is evident 

tha t religion has a twofold aspect, bu t 
often m an has forgotten this. In  the Ten 
Com mandm ents we have first delineated 
duties toward God and then follow duties 
tow ard man. W hen Jesus sum m ed up the 
great essentials in religious living we have 
the exhortation to love God w ith all our 
heart, soul, m ind and strength  which is 
followed by the adm onition to  love our 
neighbor as ourselves.

I t  would seem tha t thus it was plain, 
bu t how often has m an emphasized one 
phase of C hristian living to the exclusion 
of the other. In  consequence we have the 
forms of personal religion which seem to 
have lost sight of the duties to man. T he 
extreme forms of mysticism sometimes 
have fallen into this error. T he thought 
of the individual has been filled w ith his 
experiences of God, a  thought most essen­
tial, yea fundam entally  essential, bu t he 
has so lost himself th a t he has forgotten 
the poor and needy about him.

Then, on the o ther hand, there is the  
person who has caught the  vision of so­
cial service. H e has heard the cries com­
ing from oppressed hum anity, bound by

EXPOSITORY

(8)



THE PREACHER’S MAGAZINE 113

injustice and servitude; to him the whole 
of religion consists in caring for the needs 
of his fellowman. If  his service to his 
fellowman included the preparation  of 
th a t soul to enter into a  personal fellow­
ship with God thus meeting the needs of 
the spiritual nature, then the service would 
not seem to be so far from the tru th , but 
those caught by  this presentation of re­
ligious tru th  are concerned prim arily  with 
the tem poral needs of m an. They seek 
not to fit man to become reconciled to 
his God, or if they  do include this thought, 
it is secondary rather than  prim ary, but 
they  seek for him social justice. T h a t 
there is need of social justice we adm it, 
bu t th a t this is the gospel of salvation we 
deny. T he social gospel is not the gospel 
in its fullness, in fact it neglects the 
real dynam ic of the gospel.

W hile there are these extreme positions 
th a t have been taken by some in the his­
to ry  of religion, yet a t the same time the 
fact rem ains tha t religion is twofold; it 
includes a personal relationship to God 
and also service to our fellowman. If we 
are to have religion in its fullness, we 
m ust have both of these phases.
R e l i g i o n  E x p r e s s e d  i n  C h r i s t i a n  S e r v ­

i c e
In  this particular passage we have the 

thought of service pu t fiist; more often 
tha t of personal relationship to God is 
p u t first. But our passage is found in 
the Epistle of Jam es, and one of the char­
acteristics of this epistle is the emphasis 
upon works as an expression of the sal­
vation in our hearts. Jam es does not p re­
sent works as the m ethod of obtaining 
salvation, but as the expression of salva­
tion. H e is not dealing with the obtaining 
the experiences of salvation, bu t how one 
is to keep those experiences after they 
have been received.

In  noting the class of works indicated 
here, we see tha t they are m inistries of 
mercy or benevolence. T hey no doubt 
stand for the whole class of such phases

of Christian service. W orks of social 
justice belong to the realm of the moral 
man, and when he becomes a Christian, 
he not only observes social justice, but 
he adds to tha t works of benevolence. 
Consequently we see tha t the social gos­
pel, standing by itself alone, touches only 
the realm of moral living. If one claims 
this as basis for Christian living he has 
not risen yet to true Christian love.

On the other hand, if one claims a 
C hristian experience and fails to walk in 
keeping with the principles of social jus­
tice, there is a default somewhere; Chris­
tian love should always quicken moral 
principles and never does it compensate 
for delinquencies along this line. I t  may 
be tha t in some cases the default is in the 
understanding, and again it may be in the 
nature of the experience received. At 
times people’s adherence to religion is 
more of an intellectual assent than a 
transform ation of the nature. B ut a t 
tim es the nature has been transform ed, but 
the judgm ent of what is right is very de­
ficient. Thus it can be from several 
causes that a true conception of the 
justice due our fellowman may be per­
verted. Y et whatever may be the case 
the question of social justice belongs to 
the realm of the moral, prim arily, rather 
than  to the realm of the spiritual.

T hs necessity tha t the love of Christ 
in the heart finds expression in works of 
benevolence to those in need around about 
is a tru th  tha t Jam es especially stressed. 
We find him in the second chapter of this 
epistle exhorting th a t faith should show 
its validity by  finding expression in works. 
H e inquires what profit may result if a 
brother should have need and we simply 
tell him to depart and be warmed and fed, 
if we do not give him the things th a t he 
i r  eds. Then he concludes tha t this illus­
trates the nature of faith w ithout works; 
it is futile if it does not call forth 
expression.

The care of the poor has ever been 
emphasized as the duty  of those who wor­
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ship the God of Israel and the God of the 
C hristians, from the earliest days. In  the 
Mosaic tim es we find the command tha t 
the gleanings of the vineyard and the 
corners of the wheat field were to be left 
for the poor.

The patriarch  Job in the chapter which 
is sometimes called his “O ath of clear­
ance,” tha t is, where he protests his in­
tegrity, asserts:
“If I  have withheld the poor from their desire, 

Or have caused the eyes of the widow to fail, 
Or have eaten my morsel alone,
And the fatherless hath not eaten thereof. . . .

“If I have seen any perish for want of clothing, 
Or that the needy had no covering;
If his loins have not blessed me,
And if he hath not been warmed with the 

fleece of my sheep;

“ If I have lifted up my hand against the father­
less,

Because I saw my help in the gate:
Then let my shoulder fall from the shoulder 

blade,
And my arm be broken from the bone.” 

(Job 31: 16-22, R.V.)

This same note of the im portance of 
the care for the poor runs through the 
Psalms and appears also in Proverbs. 
Since this thought occupied so im portant 
a  place in Old Testam ent teaching, it is 
quite probable th a t Jam es carried this into 
his ideal of a New Testam ent Christian, 
not simply from a personal predilection 
but through the inspiration tha t spoke 
both in the Old T estam ent and the New.

U n s p o t t e d  F r o m  t h e  W o r l d

Passing from the expression in outward 
acts of religion, Jam es comes to the inner 
condition of the heart. W e note in both 
cases those of the outward acts and the 
admonition to keep oneself unspotted from 
the world tha t the tense is present and 
thereby we have the fact tha t this is to 
be a continual process. This does not a r ­
gue that the process of unspotted con­

dition is not preceded by an  ac t; in fact 
the reverse would be true, because we 
cannot keep an object or inner being 
clean until once it has been m ade clean. 
Jam es here as elsewhere is not dealing 
w ith the receiving of salvation, bu t the 
m aintaining of tha t condition after it is 
received- T here must be the cleansing of 
the heart, but this work will soon lose its 
efficacy if the heart is not continually 
kept in tha t pure and unspotted condition.

We might ask ourselves w hat is the 
world from which we are to keep our­
selves? We think of the world in the 
sense of this m aterial cosmos, and we 
think of the world in a religious sense 
thereby designating certain  tendencies 
which we recognize are no t conducive to 
spiritual living. The first definition of 
the world we would not feel would have 
reference to our present thought, bu t the 
second we might be more inclined to ac­
cept, bu t still we feel th a t there is an in­
adequacy in it. One w riter has defined 
the world in the sense in which it is ap ­
plicable here as the “ self-pleasing sphere.” 
This seems to us to be the thought.

T here are twTo centers around which the 
heart and inner life of m an build, one is 
the self and the other is God. W hile at 
times there may be creature loves which 
are unselfish, yet after all when they are 
traced to their original motives and their 
contents thoroughly analyzed, it appears 
th a t the radiating center is self. T hat 
this self life m ay be destroyed and the 
soul find its center in God takes a radical 
transfo rm ation ; this only comes to pass 
with the death , full and complete, to the 
old self life or the “old m an” as stated 
in the Epistle to the Romans.

Therefore in keeping oneself unspotted 
from the world, there is need tha t all self- 
seeking be elim inated. Defining undefiled 
religion then the w riter to whom we have 
already referred says, “ Pure or clear 
through, undefiled or unstained with self- 
seeking.” Then he goes on to say tha t
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our suprem e danger in the religious life 
is willingly cherishing mixed motives. 
Again someone has defined undefiled re­
ligion as th a t in which there is no strain  
of insincerity. This allies w ith the fore­
going statem ent of mixed motives.

To keep ourselves unspotted from the 
world then would m ean tha t we should 
alw ays guard ourselves from any  self- 
seeking. How easy it is in our work for 
the kingdom of God to let some strain  of 
self-seeking come in and m ar the purity  
of motive! How often do we rationalize 
ourselves into some position which has u n ­
derlying some objective th a t is diverted 
by hum an desire! How much of prayer 
and w aiting upon the Lord does it take 
to keep from entering into the heart all 
the  clam oring desires th a t lurk  so near 
its door? Y et if we are to  keep ourselves 
pure, this m ust be done.

W hen we conclude our exam ination of

PRAYERMEETING SUGGESTIONS
L e w is  T . C o r l e t t  

T h e  B ible as  a  M irro r
A m irror reflects the true character of things; 

so the Bible is a m irror of both man and 
God, sin and holiness, earth and heaven.
I .  T h e  B ib l e  R e f l e c t s  t h e  T r u e  C h a r a c t e r  

o f  M an
1. His heart (Jer. 1 7 :9 ; M att. 15:1"?).
2. His mind (Rom. 8: 7).
3. His life (Eph. 2: 1-3).
4. His hope (Eph. 2: 12).

IT. T h e  B ib l e  R e f l e c t s  t h e  G rea t L ove o f  
G od
1. His general love (John 3: 16).
2. His special love (Eph. 5 :2 5 ).
3. His personal love (Gal. 2 :2 0 ).
4. His undying love (Jer. 3 1 :3 ).

III . T h e  B ib l e  R e f l e c t s  t h e  G race and  G lory  
o f  C h r is t
1. His spotless character (1 Peter 1: 19).

this definition of religion th a t Jam es, the 
brother of our Lord, has given us, we 
find tha t he has chosen the two most fun­
dam ental points. T h a t the  inner being 
of man be pure and be kept pure is the 
great essential, th a t he have no other 
center bu t Christ and  Christ in God gives 
true religion and is fundam entally essen­
tial to true religion. B ut with this inner 
purging of his being there goes forth  a 
love for his fellowman which can be ex­
pressed only in deeds of lovingkindness 
and acts of benevolence.

T hus we have a well-balanced Chris­
tian ; he does not lose himself alone in the 
m ystic joy of an inner life b u t sends this 
forth in outward expression, neither does 
he give himself entirely to works and for­
get the personal aspect of his religious 
life. If  we can keep this ideal ever be­
fore us, then will we live acceptable lives 
before the Lord our God.

2. His perfect work (Heb. 10: 12-14).
3. His personal glory (John 1 7 :5 ).
4. His saving power (Heb. 7: 25).—S e l e c t e d .

C h o o sin g  G od  o r  G ods 
(Joshua 24: 1-28)

1. Entreating Their Choice (vs. 1-14).
2. Challenging Their Choice (v. 15).
3. Securing Their Choice (vs. 16-18).
4. Fortifying Their Choice (vs. 19-24).
5. Binding Their Choice (vs. 25-28).—Se l e c t e d .

M odels in  1 T h e ssa lo n ia n s
I. T h e  M odel  C h u r c h  (ch. 1).

1. Its service (vs. 1-5).
2. Its faith in the Word (vs. 6-9).
3. Its hope (v. 10).

II. T h e  M o d el  M in is t e r  (ch. 2).
1. Fearless and guileless (vs. 1-3).
2. Pleasing to God (vs. 4-6).
3. Gentle and affectionate (vs. 7, 8).
4. Holy and fatherly (vs. 9-11).
5. His crown of rejoicing (vs. 12-20).

|

| HOMILETICAL
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II I .  T h e  M od el  B r o t h e r  (c h . 3 ) .
1. Concern for the faith of the brethren (vs. 

1-4).
2. Effort in behalf of their faith (vs. 5).
3. Comforted in their faith (vs. 6-8).
4. Praying for the faith of the brethren (v. 9).

IV. T h e  M o del W a l k  o f  t h e  B e l ie v e r s  (chs.
4, 5).
1. Walk in holiness (4: 1-8).
2. Walk in love (4 :9 , 10).
3. Walk in honesty (4: 11, 12).
4. End of the walk—Rapture of Church (4: 

13: 18).
5. Sudden termination of the walk (5 :1 -11).
6. Injunctions (5: 12-23).
7. Conclusion (5: 24-28).—S e l e c t e d .

H ab its  W o rth  F o rm in g
1. Habit of Church-going (Luke 4: 16).
2. H abit of Daily Prayer (Daniel 6: 10).
3. H abit of High Thinking (Col. 3: 1-4).
4. H abit of Good Will (Col. 3: 12-17).
5. H abit of Trusting God (M att. 6 :24-34).
6. H abit of Peaceful Life (Rom. 14: 16-19).

— S e l e c t e d .

Jesu s  W as A b le
1. To wait for results patiently. The thirty  

silent years (Luke 2:40-52; John 2 :2 2 ; 
John 13: 7, 19).

2. To w ithstand tem ptations trium phantly 
(M att. 4 :1 -1 1 ; Heb. 4 :1 5 ; John 6 :1 5 ).

3. To sympathize deeply. Note, “He had 
compassion” in (M att. 8: 35, 36; Luke 7: 
12-15) and so on.

4. To help efficiently. “He went about doing 
good” (Acts 10 :38). Read M ark 1:32-34. 
His whole life was effective helpfulness. 
W hat was the secret?

5. To treat all races fairly. A Jew  himself, 
He yet treated all races fairly (M att. S: 5- 
13; John 4: 1-42; M att. 15: 21-28).

6. To teach helpfully (M atthew  13 as an ex­
ample; M atthew  5-7 also).

7. To suffer calmly (M att. 27: 11-14; M att. 
26: 57-68).

8. To pray effectively (Luke 5: 12-18; John 
11: 41, 42; Luke 11: 1-13).

Q. To keep pure constantly (study John 14: 30;
M atthew 5 :8 ) .

10. To be God’s Son trium phantly (John 14: 10, 
11; M att. 3: 16; M att. 12: 28).

•— S e l e c t e d .

T h e  H e a r t  o f th e  G ospel
(Colossians 1: 19-21)

1. Proclamation of Christ’s Death. “Proclaimed 
Peace.”

2. Explanation of Christ’s Sacrifice. “Making 
peace.”

3. A ttestation of God’s Approval. “I t  pleased 
the Father.”

4. Consummation of Love’s Design. “To rec­
oncile all.”

5. Evangelization of Sin’s Captives. “Enemies.”
— S e l e c t e d .

C h r is t  D w ellin g  in  H is  C h ild re n
The Christ life indwelling (Col. 1: 27).
The Chrirt life impelling (Rom. 6 :4 ) .
The Christ life inexhaustible (Heb. 7: 16).
The Christ life inspiring (Gal. 5: 6).
The Christ life invigorating (2 Cor. 1 3 :4 ).

— S e l e c t e d .

T h e  P re -e m in e n c e  of C h r is t
(Colossians 1)

1. Matchless Redeemer of His People (v. 14).
2. Maiestic Revealer of His Father (v. 15).
3. M ighty Exhibitor of His Power (v. 16).
4. Magnetic Upholder of All Things (v. 17).
5. Magnificent Representation of Grace (vs. 18, 

19).
6. Merciful Reconciler of All (v. 2r ) .
7. Marvelous Sanctifier of the Re<> -med (vs. 

22, 28, 29).—S e l e c t e d .

S ev en  S te p s  in  S a lv a tio n
(Colossians 2)

1. “Received Christ” (v. 6).—Our Salvation.
2. “Walk ye in him ” (v. 6).—Our Separation.
3. “Rooted in him ” (v. 7).—Our Foundation.
4. “Built up in him ” (v. 7).—Our Continuation.
5. “Complete in him ” (v. 10).—Our Perfection.
6. “Buried with him” (v. 12).—Our Confession.
7. “Risen with him ” (v. 12).—Our Position.

— S e l e c t e d .

P ra y e r  a  P e rso n a l D u ty
The Possibilities of Prayer 
The Direction of Prayer 
The Burden of Prayer
The Accomplishments of Prayer.—S e l e c t e d .

S om e F a c ts  W o rth  K n o w in g  A b o u t th e  
S c r ip tu re s

1. I t Is Possible for Every Christian to Becom e. 
M ighty in the Scriptures.
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2. I t  Is Possible to Get Life’s Truest Wisdom 

Only in the Scriptures.
3. I t  Is Possible to E rr if One Does Not Know 

the Scriptures.
4. I t Is Possible to Twist a Wrong Meaning 

From the Scriptures.
5. I t  Is Possible to Find Abiding Confidence 

Nowhere Apart From the Scriptures.
— Se l e c t e d .

P a u l’s P o s itiv e  P ro n o u n c e m e n t in  P h ilip p ia n s  
F o u r

1. “I beseech”—of agreement (v. 2).
2. “I entreat”—of encouragement (v . 3).
3. “I  know ”—of contentment (v. 12).
4. “I can”—of faithfulness (v. 13).
5. “I desire”—of fruit-bearing (v. 17).

EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY
B a s i l  M i l l e r  

C h a p t e r  S ix — T h e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t  
The Genuineness and Authenticity Con­

tinued
2. Evidence from the quotations of the 

early fathers. Another m ethod by which 
we .can prove the New T estam ent books to 
have been accepted by  the contemporaries 
of the apostles as genuine is by the quota­
tions of the books found in the writings 
of the early fathers of the Church. These 
quotations usually divide themselves into 
three classes: Quotations in which the ref­
erences to the books, chapters and tferses 
are given; those in which the references 
to the books and the w riters are not given, 
bu t which are  direct quotations from some 
New T estam ent book; and  finally those 
in which a figure of speech, a type, a 
form of expression, or an idea are bor­
rowed, bu t due credit is not given to the 
original w riter.

T he direct quotations given in the 
writings of the authors m entioned above

6. “I have”—of abundance (v. 18).
7. “ I am ”—of fullness (v. 18).—S e l e c t e d .

R easo n s  fo r  S te ad fas tn ess  in  P h ilip p ia n s  F o u r
1. Prayer (v. 6) “In everything by prayer.”
2. Praise (v. 8) “If there be any praise, think.”
3. Peace (v. 9) “And the God of peace shall 

keep.”
4. Power (v. 13) “All things through Christ.”
5. Provision (v. 19) “God shall supply all your 

need.”— S e l e c t e d .

T h e  M intl of C h r is t— P h ilip p ia n s  T w o
1. A Virtuous Commendation (v. 5).
2. A Voluntary Humiliation (vs. 6-9).

. A Vicarious Manifestation (v. 8).

. A Victorious Exaltation (v. 9).

. A Vital Declaration (v. 11).—S e l e c t e d .

such as Origen, Tertu llian  and Clement 
are so num erous th a t m any say should 
the New Testam ent be lost, it would be 
possible to entirely reconstruct it from 
the quotations of these men. Hence we 
shall pass over these quotations of the 
writers already treated  and shall begin 
w ith the age where their references to 
the books leave off, and shall span the in­
tervening years between their days and 
those of the apostles w ith the quotations 
from the New Testam ent used by  the 
several writers.

(1 ). Ircnceus, A.D. 135-200. Irenaeus 
has left so m any quotations from and  ref­
erences to the books of the New T esta ' 
ment tha t he might be said to  have left 
a catalog of the books. In  his writings he 
speaks of having seen Folycarp, the d is­
ciple of John, in his youth. In  177 he 
was made Bishop of Lyons; he also trav ­
eled in Rome and visited the churches 
there. Of Polycarp he writes:

“Polycarp was not only instructed by 
the apostle, and conversed with m any who
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had seen Christ, bu t was also by  apostles 
appointed bishop of the church in Smyrna, 
whom I  also saw in my early youth, for 
he tarried  a very long tim e, and  when an 
old man, gloriously and most nobly suf­
fered m artyrdom , departed life having 
always taught the things which he had 
learned from the apostles and which the 
Church has handed down and which alone 
are true .”1

H e states tha t w hat the apostles first 
preached was “H anded down to  us in the 
Scriptures” ; and tha t they were filled with 
the H oly Ghost; th a t “M atthew  issued a 
w ritten Gospel” ; tha t “ M ark, the disciple 
and interpreter of Peter, wrote w hat had 
been preached by P e ter” ; th a t “Luke, the 
companion of Paul, recorded in a  book 
the Gospel preached by him ” ; and th a t 
“John, the disciple who had leaned on 
the Lord’s breast, published a Gospel du r­
ing his residence in Ephesus.”

“W e have learned from none o ther,” 
he writes, “ the plan of our salvation than 
from those from whom the gospel has 
come down to us, which they  did a t one 
time proclaim  in public; and a t  a later 
period, by the will of God, handed down 
to us in the Scriptures, to be the ground 
and pillar of our faith. . . . For after our 
Lord arose from the dead, the apostles 
were invested w ith power from on high, 
when the H oly  Ghost came down, were 
filled with all H is gifts and had  perfect 
knowledge. . . . M atthew  also issued a  
written Gospel among the Hebrews, in 
their own dialect; while Peter and Paul 
were preaching a t Rome and were laying 
the foundations of the Church. After 
their departure, M ark, the disciple and 
interpreter of Peter, did also hand down 
to us in writing w hat had been preached 
by Peter. Luke also, the companion of 
Paul, did record in a Book the Gospel 
preached by him. Afterward, John the 
disciple of the Lord, who had  leaned upon
1 Irenseus, A g a in s t  H eresie s , 262, 63.

H is breast, did him self publish a  Gospel 
during his residence in Ephesus.”2

H e makes m any quotations from  Acts 
and repeatedly speaks of it  as the  work 
of Luke. “ Simon, the Sam aritan, was tha t 
magician of whom Luke says, ‘B u t there 
was a certain  man, Simon by  nam e, who 
before 'tim es used magical arts  in the city, 
and *led away the people of Sam aria, de­
claring th a t he him self was some great 
man, from the  least to the greatest.’ ”3 
B ut again we allege the same heresies 
against those who do not recognize Paul 
as an apostle; th a t they  should either re­
ject the other works of the Gospel which 
we have tha t come down to us through 
Luke; or else, if they do not receive all 
these they m ust also adm it th a t testim ony 
concerning Paul when he tells us th a t  the 
Lord spoke a t  first to him  from heaven; 
‘Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 1 
am Jesus whom thou persecutest,’ and  then 
to Ananias regarding him, ‘Go th y  way 
for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to 
bear my nam e among the Gentiles and 
kings and the children of Israe l.’ ”4

H e also quotes twelve of P a u l’s Epistles, 
some of them  m any times, and the  au thor­
ship is ascribed to Paul. H e does not 
quote Philemon or Hebrews. Eusebius 
gives a list of some of his books, which 
are now lost, in which he m entions H e­
brews. H ence he w rites of all the books 
with the exception of the small one of 
Philem on.5

Irenaeus quotes by nam e 1 Peter and
1 and 2 John. H e neither m entions nor 
quotes 3 John, Jam es and Jude. A quo­
tation from the third class he makes from
2 Peter in which he states, “ th a t a  day 
with the Lord is as a thousand years.”0
2 I b i d ,  I I I .  1.
3 Ib id , I, 23, I.
1 I b i d ,  I I I ,  15.
5 F o r  e x a c t  q u o ta tio n  see L a rd n e r , op. c it. I l l ,163, 64.
6 E x a c t  q u o ta tio n s  a p p e a r  in  M cG arvey , op. cit.

87-8.
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In  numerous places he quotes the Apoca­
lypse and ascribes its authorship to John, 
saying tha t it was w ritten approxim ately 
“ toward the end of D om itian’s reign.” 
Thus he quotes from all the books of the 
New T estam ent except Philemon, Jude,
3 John and Jam es.

The opportunities of Irenaeus were the 
very best. Pothinus, who was the bishop 
of Irenaeus, was thirteen  years of age 
when John died, and he m ust have been 
certain whether any  of the books came 
into existence as spurious works of the 
apostles during his life. Of Pothinus, 
Irenaeus learned the facts concerning the 
New Testam ent and the Church. He 
spoke with Polycarp, who had conversed 
with the apostles and with those who had 
seen Jesus. Thus from his boyhood, he 
possessed the greatest opportunities of 
learning about the origin of C hristianity, 
and about the New T estam ent.

H is respect for the Bible was most su­
preme. H e often termed it, “ The Sacred 
Scriptures," “The Oracles of God.” H e 
speaks of the N ew Testam ent as contain­
ing "T he writings of the evangelists and 
the apostles.” Irenaeus held the Scriptures 
to be perfect, since they were spoken by 
the W ord of God, and by H is Spirit. He 
says th a t no light punishm ent shall await 
those who shall add to, or subtract from, 
the Bible. “ Is it possible,” writes Mc- 
Garvey, “ th a t books thus esteemed in the 
middle of the second century and believed 
to have been of use in the Church in the 
days of the apostles could have been w rit­
ten but a few years previous?” 1

(2 ). Justin Martyr, c 146. We next 
produce the testim ony of Justin  M artyr 
who was born near the beginning of the 
second century , or but a few years after 
the death of John. H is writings tha t have 
come down to us are two, “Apologies” and 
a “ Dialogue W ith  T rypho ,” in which he 
presents the argum ents of C hristianity
1 M cG arvey , op. c it. 90.

against the Jews. This was w ritten about 
the year 146 A.D. At Rome he finally 
suffered m artyrdom . Of him Eusebius 
says, “He was the most noted tha t flour­
ished in those tim es.”

From the Gospels he makes about one 
hundred and tw enty quotations concerning 
Jesus; nowhere does he mention the names 
of the authors; for to an unbelieving Jew 
or to a heathen they would mean nothing. 
To the Gospels he constantly refers as the 
source of his information, inspiration and 
his writings, and as the only true au thority  
in the Christian religion. Often these are 
designated by such titles as “The Gospel,” 
“The memoirs of the apostles,” “The 
memoirs composed by the apostles which 
are called the Gospels,” “The memoirs 
which were drawn up by H is apostles and 
those who followed them .” Sixteen such 
instances appear in his works. T he fol­
lowing are samples of these: “On the day 
called Sunday the memoirs of the apostles 
or the writings of the prophets are read, 
so long as time perm its.” “ But also in 
the Gospel it is w ritten .” “W e find it 
recorded in the memoirs of H is apostles.”2

The conclusion drawn from his use of 
the Gospels is tha t since it is given by  a  
man who lived only a  few years after the 
death of John; and since he must have 
been well acquainted with the history of 
the Church up to his time, there can be 
no doubt tha t the Gospels m ust have been 
w ritten by their supposed writers, and 
tha t the facts presented therein are true.

The same writer also quotes indirectly 
from Rom ans, Corinthians, 2 Thessaloni- 
ans, Colossians and Hebrews. H e ap ­
pears to have quoted from 2 Peter, but 
this is doubtful.

(3 ). Papias. Papias was an  overseer 
of the church a t Hierapolis, the last home 
and burial place of the Apostle Philip, 
and of two of his daughters. This church 
is mentioned by Paul in Colossians 4: 13.
2 Q uoted fro m  M cG arvey , Ib id , 94.
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Papias was the au thor of five books en­
titled An Exposition of the Oracles of the 
Lord, quoted and used by Eusebius. 
Eusebius states th a t Papias conversed with 
the daughters of Philip. H e writes, “ But 
we now show how Papias received a won­
derful account from the daughters of 
Philip .”1 Irenaeus says tha t he was a 
companion of Polycarp: “These things are 
borne witness to by  Papias, the hearer of 
John and the companion of Polycarp .”- 
H e himself declares th a t he had conversed 
w ith m any followers of the apostles; th a t 
of them  he had inquired w hat the apostles 
had taught, and tha t he had derived more 
benefit in writing his expositions from the 
living voices of such persons than  from 
all books:

“ But I shall not regret to subjoin to 
m y interpretation  also yours for your 
benefit, w hatever I have a t any tim e as­
certained and treasured up in my memory 
as I have received it from the elders, I 
have received it in order to give addi­
tional confirmation to the tru th  of my 
testimony. For 1 have never, like many, 
delighted to hear those tell m any things, 
bu t those tha t teach the tru th ; neither 
those tha t record foreign precepts; but 
those tha t are given from the Lord to  our 
faith, and tha t come from the tru th  it­
self. B ut if I  meet w ith one who has 
been a follower of the elders anywhere, I  
m ake it  a point to inquire w hat were the 
declarations of the elders. W hat was said 
by Andrew, Peter and Philip. W hat by 
Thom as, Jam es, John, M atthew , or any 
other of the disciples of the Lord; for I 
do not think th a t I derive so much benefit 
from books as from the living voices of 
those who are surviving.”3

These statem ents show th a t he dwelt 
with tha t generation which had lived 
when the apostles were laboring on earth ,
1 E u seb iu s, op. cit. I I I .  39.
2 Irenaeus, H eresie s , V. 33.
3 Q uoted b y  E useb iu s, op. cit. I I I .  39.

and tha t he was intim ately  acquainted 
with them  and their associates. Of M a t­
thew he makes the statem ent, “ M atthew  
composed the oracles in the  H ebrew  d ia­
lect, and everyone translated  it  as he is 
able.”4 Of the Gospel of M ark he writes, 
“And John the presbyter also said this, 
‘M ark  being the in terpreter of Peter, 
whatsoever he recorded he wrote w ith  ac­
curacy, in the order in which it  was 
spoken or done by the Lord; he was in 
company w ith Peter, who gave him  such 
instructions as were necessary, bu t no t to 
give a history of the L ord’s discourses. 
W herefore M ark had not erred in an y ­
thing by w riting something as he re ­
corded them ; for he was carefully a t ­
tentive to one thing, no t to pass by  any­
thing he heard, or to sta te  anything falsely 
in these accounts.’ ”5

Concerning the Gospel of John, he 
makes no statem ent in any  of his extant 
writings, bu t appended to an  old L atin  
m anuscript copied in the n in th  century  is 
the following: “The Gospel of John  was 
published and given to the churches by 
John while yet in the body. So related 
Papias . . . in the last five of his books. 
H e has rightly described the Gospel as 
being composed by Jo hn .”'5 H e also m en­
tions 1 John, 1 Peter and  the Apocalypse. 
Andrew of Caesarea, a  Greek w riter of 
the fifth century, states th a t he bore te s ti­
m ony to the Apocalypse. W estcott quotes 
this wrriter as saying, “W ith  regard to the 
inspiration, we deem it superfluous to add 
another word; for the blessed Gregory 
Theologus and Cyril and some of still 
older date . . . Papias . . . bore entirely 
satisfactory testim ony to i t .”7

(4 ). Poly car p. d 155 or 156. “Poly­
carp of Sm yrna is one of the most con­
spicuous characters of the Church in the
i  I b i d .
5 Ibicl.
6 W estco tt, C anon o f th e  N e w  T e s ta m e n t, 76, n  1.
7 Ib id , 443.
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second century. Irenseus, who when a boy 
was personally acquainted w ith him, says 
of him, ‘T h a t he was instructed by  the 
apostles’; ‘th a t he had conversed with 
m any who had seen C hrist’; ‘tha t he was 
appointed an  overseer of the church in 
Sm yrna by apostles’; ‘tha t he lived to be 
a  very old m an’ and ‘th a t he suffered a 
glorious m artyrdom .’ ‘To these things,’ 
adds Irenaeus, ‘all the Asiatic churches 
testify , as do all those who have suc­
ceeded Polycarp down to the present.’ ,,:t

H is m artyrdom  occurred February  23, 
1SS or 156 A.D. H e is represented by 
an account in the nam e of the church 
th a t he served as serving the Lord eighty- 
six years. “ Then the proconsul urging 
him saying, ‘Swear and I will set thee a t 
liberty ; reproach C hrist.’ Polycarp de­
clared, ‘E ighty  and six years have I 
served H im , and  H e never did me an in­
jury , how then can I blasphem e m y King 
and my Savior?’ ”2 If th is be true then 
the date of his conversion and baptism  
would be 70 A.D., or about the tim e of 
the destruction of Jerusalem . If, as 
Irenaeus says, he died a t one hundred 
years of age, then he was fourteen when 
Paul was beheaded in 68 A.D. I t  is pos­
sible th a t he saw this apostle. After his 
baptism  he was for th irty  years a con­
tem porary of John. I t  is not doubtful 
tha t he knew Philip well, since his home 
was a t H ierapolis, one hundred miles east 
of Sm yrna. I t  m ust then be true tha t he 
was instructed by the apostles. The books 
he recognized as from the pen of'r the 
apostles m ust have been w ritten  by-them . 
Polycarp wrote a num ber of epistles to a 
neighboring church, one of which remains 
for our perusal, tha t to the Philippians. 
In  this he makes a reference to the epistle 
of Paul addressed to the same church, and 
he exhorts the brethren to  observe it.

R eferring to Paul he declares, “N either
1 M cG arvey , op. c it. 102.
2 A n te -N ic e n e  L ib ra ry ,  V. 1.

I, nor any other such one, can come up 
to the wisdom of the blessed and glori­
fied Paul. H e when among you accurately 
and steadfastly  taught the word of tru th  
in the presence of those who were then 
alive. And when absent from you he 
wrote you a letter, which if you are  care­
ful to read, you will find it  to be a  means 
of building you up in the faith, which has 
been given you and which being followed 
in hope, and preceded by love toward 
God and Christ, is m other of us all.” In  
the first chapter of his epistle to the 
Philippians, he quotes P au l’s Epistle bear­
ing the same name, Acts, 1 Peter and 
Ephesians. In  other places he quotes the 
first three Gospels, 1 John, and all of 
P au l’s epistles except Philemon and  T itus. 
Hence the genuineness of these books is 
well supported by this writer, living dur­
ing the last of the apostolic days.

(5 ). The epistle of Barnabas is a most 
valuable work of evidence as to the ori­
gin of Christianity, and as to the genuine­
ness of the New Testam ent. I t  was w rit­
ten after the destruction of Jerusalem  and 
long before the days of Clem ent of Alex­
andria. M ost com petent critics assign it 
to the first quarter of the second century. 
In  introducing the work, the statem ent 
from M atthew  appears often, “ I t  is w rit­
ten .”

(6) The epistle of Clement of Rome is 
prized by the Church more than  any 
w riting from an uninspired author. As 
Clement died in 101 A.D. the epistle was 
w ritten before this tim e, supposedly d u r­
ing the persecution of D om itian, A.D. 93, 
during which time the Apostle John was 
living. Clem ent was then bishop of Rome, 
and in all probability  he lived during the 
period of all the apostolic writings. T hus 
he had the best means for knowing the 
apostles and their w ritings; all th a t he 
quotes is undoubtedly from the pens of 
these w iters. H e makes reference to 1 
Corinthians when he says to the Corin­
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thians, ‘‘Take up the epistles of tha t 
blessed Apostle Paul. . . . T ruly  under 
the inspiration of the Spirit he wrote to 
you concerning himself, Cephas and 
Apollos, because even then parties had 
been formed among you ."1 This is a 
direct reference to 1 Cor. 1. If Paul had 
not w ritten tha t epistle, Clem ent who had 
lived during the age of Paul would never 
have thus referred to the epistle.

In  another case he combined texts from 
M atthew  and Luke, when he wrote, "B e­
ing especially mindful of the words of the 
Lord Jesus which he spoke, teaching us 
meekness and long suffering. For he thus 
spoke, Be ye merciful tha t ye m ay obtain 
mercy (M att. 5: 7 ); forgive th a t it may 
be forgiven you (Luke 6: 37 )."-

Again he combines passages from Ephe­
sians, Romans, M atthew , M ark and Luke, 
thus: “H ave ye not all one God and one 
Christ. . . . And have ye not one calling 
in Christ? (Eph. 4: 4-6). W hy do ye 
divide and tear in pieces the members of 
Christ, and raise up strife against your 
own body and have reached such a height 
of madness as to forget tha t we are mem­
bers of one another? (Rom. 12: S). . . . 
Woe to that man by whom offences come 
(M att. 18: 7) .'■'• He also quotes 1 Peter, 
T im othy, T itus, Hebrews and possibly 2 
Peter: in all five epistles of Paul, including 
Hebrews, the first three Gospels, 1 and 
possibly 2 Peter.

(7 ). Summary oj evidence from quota­
tions. “ By this source of evidence,” writes 
Dr. M cGarvey, “we have traced every 
book of the New Testam ent back to the 
apostolic age, except Philemon, 2 and 3 
John, Jude, Jam es and possibly 2 Peter. 
From the last (2 Peter) we have found 
th:ee probable quotations (Irenseus, Justin  
and C lem ent); from 2 John one (th a t of 
Irenseus). . . . We have traced the first
1 E p is tle , c h a p te r  48.
2 Ib id , C h a p te r  13.
3 Ib id , C h a p te r 46.

three Gospels all the way to C lem ent”— 
who lived during the lives of Paul, Philip 
and John —“and the fourth to I’apias. We 
have traced Pe ter’s first epistle to Clement.
. . . Acts and all of Paul's epistles back to 
Polycarp, and five of the la tte r back to 
Clement. . . . T hat of Jam es is quoted by 
none as early as Irenseus. Finally we 
have * traced John s first epistle back to 
Polycarp and the Apocalypse to P a p ias ."1

This evidence derived from the quota­
tions of the different books is more highly 
appreciated in comparison to the quota­
tions made from the classical writings of 
antiquity . In the first century  after the 
death of Herodotus, he is quoted by one 
w riter; by one in the second and by none 
in the third . Vet none doubts the his­
toricity of his works, nor is his genuine­
ness questioned.

Ancient m anuscripts and versions carry 
us with assurance to the fourth and sec­
ond centuries respectively, while quo ta­
tions from most of the books of the New 
Testam ent appear during the lives of the 
apostles, and a t most a very few years 
after the death of John. Should these 
books have been spurious, w ritten  bu t a 
few years before the age of the early 
fathers, it is beyond question tha t they 
would have recognized the farce and re ­
jected the works as au thentic and genu­
ine. H ad any spurious writings, pu rp o rt­
ing to have been composed just one cen­
tury  before the age of the fathers and in 
cases during the period of their lives, have 
been accepted as genuine, the works of 
their reputed authors, it would cast a 
serious cloud over the m entality  of the 
fathers of the Church. The historicity 
of the books of the New Testam ent is as 
well assured as tha t of any work w ritten 
either in the present or in past ages. 
C hristianity  as it exists today, has so ex­
isted from the age of its founder, Jesus 
Christ.
4 M cG arvey , op. cit. 101.
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EVILS OF SHALLOW THINKING
J . G. T a y l o r s o n

T H E  present world crisis has forced 
upon the people of our tim e a most 
difficult situation. Customs and 
traditions are losing their sway. N othing 
is accepted merely because of its age. 

Venerable beliefs in science, politics, edu­
cation, and most certainly in religion, are 
being questioned. Discoveries and inven­
tions are being made w ith marvelous ra ­
p id ity  in m any fields. T here is a flood of 
new opinions and beliefs, many of which 
seem to contradict one another. How 
shall we be able to select right from 
wrong— the useful from the useless? W hat 
shall we do to save ourselves from con­
fusion? W e live not only in the age of 
greatest opportunity , bu t in the age of 
sincere thinking. T hus one of the g reat­
est evils of shallow thinking is tha t it 
fails to meet the age in which we live. 
People are  confused and it is the du ty  
of the C hristian people, and  especially of 
the clergy to lead them out of this con­
fusion.

Some time ago I heard a public speaker, 
addressing m inisters, m ake the following 
statem ent, “ People do no t come just to 
hear you preach .” This is only partly  
true. The fact is th a t if we are to build 
up our congregations we are going to be 
compelled to give the people something 
w orth their hearing. Generally speaking, 
our people are more intelligent than  we 
give them  credit for being. I recently 
a ttended  the graduating exercises of an 
eighth grade class in San Francisco; 'as I  
left, m y problem  was not how could I 
ad just myself to the child’s m ind, bu t how 
long would the child tolerate me? Per­
sonally, I  contend tha t the clergy m ust 
ad ap t its thought to fit the most intelli­
gent m ind in the congregation, but a t the 
same tim e this thought m ust be conveyed 
in words suitable to the child as well as 
being agreeable to the most intelligent 
mind. Christ was the deepest thinker of

all tim e; H e gave the most profound 
thoughts, using the simplest words in the 
shortest period of time. Generally, a 
lengthy sermon is not as well prepared 
as a short one; it is not how much we 
say, but w hat we say. At times I  fear 
the clergy have left the  impression tha t 
they were doing the people a favor by 
delivering to them  a discourse; usually 
the favor is on the p a rt of the people in 
listening to us. The greatest privilege 
tha t ever comes to the m inister of the 
gospel is to have a group of people, his 
congregation, give him  their time while 
he talks to them. Then one outstanding 
evil of shallow thinking would be to stand 
before tha t group unprepared. People 
are not forced to come to church these 
days. The competing forces are  great, 
and if we desire to be effective in the 
work of the kingdom we shall have to 
lay aside all shallow thinking and give 
the people something th a t will cause 
them  to feel tha t the ir tim e has been 
well spent. Someone objects, “ Keep the 
fires burning, and folks will come to get 
warm ed” ; th a t depends upon w hat is 
m eant by “ fire.” If  it is th a t sp irit of 
cheap sensation which is only a  peculiar 
way of parading before the people to 
cover the lack of deep devotion, I  say, 
“N o !” The meeting tha t possessed the 
greatest intensity of fire tha t I know of 
was Pentecost. Yes, and read the ser­
mon of Pentecost— was it the product of 
shallow thinking? I  am not pleading for 
a cold, intellectual m inistry, bu t I  am 
pleading for a more devoted m inistry  of 
the mind, and the fulfillment of “Let this 
m ind be in you which was also in Christ 
Jesus,” and the studying to “shew thyself 
approved unto God —  a workm an tha t 
needeth not to be asham ed.” The other 
day a lady said to me, “W hy do so m any 
preachers preach the same old sermons 
tha t they have for years?” You answer. 
M ay I suggest shallow thinking? Let us 
rem ember th a t while the man in the gut­
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ter needs Christ, so too does the university 
president.

Let me mention some of the ways in 
which shallow thinking finds expression. 
The shallow thinker is likely to find him ­
self in a mass of details w ithout the 
ability  to  secure order. H e will lose the 
ability  to properly judge values, and to 
arrive a t the correct solution by holding 
in m ind for a considerable time the mass 
of facts, until he is able to sift them  and 
reach the answer. H e will find his powers 
of concentration becoming dull, which 
m ight result in a busy life— very busy—  
bu t busy w ith w hat? Shallow thinking 
often results in a false egoism, which is 
characterized by the fam iliar phrase, “ I 
am  just too ho t for them, or too s tra igh t.” 
The fact is th a t people today appreciate 
a message which reveals sin, and m arks 
evil in no uncertain term s, bu t they  de­
sire it to be presented in a m anner suited 
to their intelligence. The following is an 
illustration of how this works: An evan­
gelist made the following statem ent d u r­
ing the preaching hour, “A skunk and a 
tobacco user are twin brothers.” In  his 
congregation sa t a prom inent business 
m an, a smoker, who had come after much 
persuasion on the behalf of his friend, a 
loyal member of the church. H e was 
justly  offended, and refused to come again. 
The churchm an asked the evangelist to 
apologize. H is apology was, “L ast night 
I referred to the skunk and the tobacco 
user as one. I  have been asked to apolo­
gize, and gladly do so. M y apology is to 
the skunk.” Very sm art, and  perhaps 
“ho t,” bu t extremely shallow. Perhaps as 
he sits a t home wondering why folks don’t 
call him for a real old-fashioned revival, 
and bemoaning the days of real revivals 
tha t we “used to have,” we should feel 
sorry for him, for there is a picture of 
shallow thinking. A safe rule for a 
preacher is, never knowingly insult the 
intelligence of your congregation. We 
should so conduct ourselves tha t any  mem­
ber of our church might feel perfectly com­

fortable when he brings his m ost intelli­
gent friend to our service. Sincerity does 
not excuse shallow thinking or sm art, rude, 
chaffy and light rem arks. L et us keep 
ever in m ind th a t we are representing our 
Lord and M aster, Jesus Christ.

Shallow thinking m ay often result in 
action w ithout thought, which is as seri­
ous ,as thought w ithout action. Again, it 
m ight result in generalizing particulars. 
How often have we heard  it said, “Well, 
I gave them  the tru th , anyw ay.” P er­
haps a good question to th ink  over is, 
when is the tru th  not the tru th?  A sea 
captain wrote in his log book, “T he m ate 
was drunk today .” The m ate begged for 
mercy and reconsideration, pleading th a t 
it was a first offense, but might result in 
his discharge. T he captain  refused, in­
sisting tha t he m ust tell the tru th . T he 
following week, the m ate kep t the log. 
H e wrote, “The captain was sober today ,” 
he told the tru th . Once more shallow 
thinking is evidenced by a concern for the 
reward, above th a t for the task  in hand. 
Some love to sing, “ I ’m Going H igher 
Some D ay ,” bu t seldom does their religion 
become operative in aiding someone else. 
Another outstanding evil of shallow 
thought is an a ttem p t to cover lack of 
clear thought by wordiness, ponderous and 
involved phraseology which is unintelligi­
ble to the audience. M any so-called 
“deep” sermons are deep in the quagm ire 
of m uddy content. A lot is said b u t no t 
much to the point— “much ado about 
nothing.”

One m an when called to preach m ay 
not be as well prepared as another; in 
tha t there is no sin, bu t to rem ain unpre­
pared is fatal. I  have a friend who did 
not complete grade school, bu t who is a 
very intellectual man, sim ply because he 
took his calling seriously. H e possesses 
more common sense than  m any men w ith 
university  degrees. T here is a  vast d if­
ference between depending upon w hat we 
are supposed to know, and realizing w hat 
we do not know and  determ ining to learn

(20)



THE PREACHER'S MAGAZINE 125

it. Paul was not used for w hat he was, 
bu t for w hat he was willing to become. 
Our own Uncle Buddie is an intellectual 
m an— not the result of a  gift, bu t the re­
sult of hard  work and hours of p repara­
tion, plus steady developm ent.

If  we do not grow w ith the times in 
which we live, the tim es will outgrow us 
and leave us behind. Therefore a  m inis­
ter m ust be widely read. I t  was a cold 
w inter for Paul, so he wrote to T im othy 
to bring his cloak and  books, beseeching 
him  th a t should he be unable to bring 
both, to be sure to  bring the books. 
M any a pastor cannot afford to buy new 
books. I  know of no bette r contribution 
a church could m ake than  to provide an 
adequate reading fund each m onth for its 
pastor. I t  is no t wise nor profitable to 
confine one’s reading to th a t which m ay 
be readily understood. One should de­
velop his thinking by attack ing  more d if­
ficult subject m atter. I t  is often found 
helpful to read from authors w ith whom 
you do not agree, in order to develop 
powers of discrim ination.

T he other day  I chanced upon six rules 
for progress, and  six rules insuring stag­
nation. Because of the close relationship 
between these rules and  the  title  of this 
paper, I  have reproduced them  here, with 
a few minor revisions:

1. Get the  right a ttitu de  toward the 
task  to be accom plished; th a t is, get a  
specific aim  to be attained. Strengthen 
the interest in this aim  by  contact with 
persons who are enthusiastic about it.

2. S tart prom ptly  and energetically vno 
m atter how unsuccessful the first a ttem pt 
promises to be. M istakes constitute part 
of the learning process.

3. Practice w ith a will to learn. W atch 
for successful movements. T ry  to elimi­
nate unnecessary action.

4. O btain suggestions from others bu t 
do not depend upon them  too much. They 
m ay not fit your case. T ry  them  to dis­
cover whether or not they will work.

5. W atch the results of your practice 
and measure the am ount of your improve­
ment from tim e to time in order to  keep 
interested.

6. Avoid cheap sensation, confusion 
and worry.

R u l e s  I n s u r i n g  S t a g n a t i o n
1. Regard the task  as worthless. Avoid 

persons, books and papers tha t might 
stim ulate interest.

2. H esitate to m ake a  first attem pt. 
You might make some m istakes. W ait 
until you can wrork w ithout m aking any 
errors.

3. Do not study much. If you do 
study, do not concentrate upon your sub­
ject. Ju st try  to get through the study 
period as easily as possible. W atch the 
clock.

4. Do not listen to suggestions from 
anyone.

5. Do not try  to measure the am ount 
of improvement. There will be none.

6. Think of something o ther than the 
task to be accomplished.

OPPORTUNITIES OF THE MINIS­
TER’S WIFE

M r s .  W . E . Z i m m e r m a n
M uch is said about the trials of the 

m inister’s wife, bu t little  is said about 
her opportunities. Believe it or not, she 
does have m any opportunities. Someone 
has said, “ I t  is not the fact tha t some 
seem to have more opportunities to be­
come a person of note than  others, bu t 
the difference lies in the ability  to seize 
the right moment and  make effective use 
of w hat is thrown in one’s p a th .” The 
m inister’s wife who stands by the high­
way of life bemoaning the fact she has 
no opportunities will never have any. She 
thinks if she was in F irst Church, or her 
church was bigger, or the congregation 
was composed of a different class of peo­
ple, or her husband were different and
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recognized her abilities, she could do and 
be something too. She will never suc­
ceed anywhere. H er opportunity  lies 
right a t her door, but she m ust reach out 
and seize it before it leaves or someone 
else captures it.

So many opportunities are covered by 
a disguise which it takes ability  to  pene­
trate. A whole life m ay be wasted and 
the opportunity gone if the m inister’s wife 
waits for the disguise to be removed. 
Sometimes the opportunities are small and 
not noticed because of w aiting for the 
one big opportunity  to do something great 
and unusual but of this be assured, it will 
never come.

The opportunities of the m inister’s wife 
are m any and far reaching. W hat a field 
of opportunity  her home, her husband, her 
com m unity and her church provide for 
her. Far more opportunities than  she 
can avail herself.

She may not know it but the m in­
ister’s wife has the opportunity  of being 
one of the greatest leaders in the church. 
But to really succeed she m ust not let it 
be found out that she is the leader. She 
can make the church just about w hat she 
w ants it to be. Often Sunday school 
teachers will conform their m ethods and 
tactics in teaching to a few suggestions, 
instructions, or hints from the m inister’s 
wife. Every teacher has problem s to solve 
and is usually glad for all the help she 
can get. She can help stir every teacher 
to reach some goal and see the Sunday 
school grow, just the result of a little 
leadership.

Do you know, m inister’s wife, tha t you 
can help mold the fu ture church? M any 
teen-age girls do not have mothers whom 
they can go to with their problems, so 
what a wonderful opportunity  the m in­
ister’s wife has in giving them the coun­
sel they need. If she does not see her 
opportunity , she may take their p rob­
lems lightly or even laugh a t them  be­
cause they seem so unim portant to her;

bu t to them  they are real tragedies. H er 
a ttitude may cause th a t girl to go on the  
rocks. This opportunity  of being a coun­
selor is so big tha t the future church will 
be affected by it. For she will have to 
give counsel to them about their social 
life, their style of dress, their conduct, 
and -their spiritual problem s, all of which 
will have some bearing on the future 
church. So the m inister’s wife needs to 
be careful how she avails herself of this 
opportunity .

M inister’s wife, do you know th a t you 
have the opportunity  of being a director 
- not a d ic ta to r— of something far more 
im portant than a bank, but which has to 
do with the raising of thousands of dol­
lars all over this country? I t  is nothing 
more or less than the W .M .S. You m ay 
not be the president nor the vice presi­
dent. secretary nor treasurer nor the su­
perintendent of study but you can work 
back of the scenes so tha t the president’s 
program  will be full of life and enthusi­
asm ; the study will be interesting and 
vital and the whole tone of the W .M .S. 
will be spiritual. Y et no one need realize 
she is being influenced by the m inister’s 
wife, because she has a way of getting 
things well done w ithout seeming to do a 
thing. There is not much publicity  in 
this kind of an opportunity , bu t there 
are big rewards. If the m inister’s wife 
is seeking publicity  just cross this oppor­
tun ity  off the list.

There are m any who are about ready to 
give up and think it is not worth while 
and no one seems to care or notices what 
they do; to these the m inister’s wife has 
the opportunity  of being an official <:en- 
courager" or ‘‘appreciator.” M any a soul 
has made it through to heaven because the 
m inister’s wife encouraged him when it 
was so dark, and let him know th a t she 
was counting on him. M aybe she let 
some struggling soul know th a t she ap ­
preciated w hat they had done, no m atter 
whether it was small or great. Sometimes
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it is not easy, bu t it is the opportunity  
of the m inister’s w ife .to  do all the disa­
greeable things. R ut where is the m in­
ister’s wife to get her encouragem ent and 
appreciation? She has the opportunity  of 
going w ithout or giving so much tha t some 
will bound back to her.

Every m inister’s wife has heard the 
m inister preach much on faithfulness: 
how his people should be faithful a t every 
service, and they should be. By all 
means they should be at Sunday school. 
T hey need the Sunday m orning sermon 
for their spiritual food. Sunday night 
they should come so they can help get 
sinners saved. They will starve to death 
spiritually  if they fail to a ttend  prayer- 
meeting. Hut w hat has this to do with 
the m inister’s wife? N othing, only tha t 
she has the opportunity  of tearing down 
by her example faster than  he can build 
up by his adm onitions. Tf she m ust leave 
after Sunday school to cook dinner for 
com pany or because Aunt Jane and Uncle 
George —  who never had a regard for 
church or God— are coming, others in 
the church will "go and do likewise.” If 
she can miss services for every little  ache 
or pain or whim, the harvest will be a 
congregation of wishy-washy, undependa­
ble, unfaithful, unloyal members.

Folks talk  about the m inister's wife 
quite frequently. I t cannot very well be 
otherwise. She belongs to the public, and 
whatever belongs to the public is going to 
receive some comments, which will be 
som ething after this fashion: If she dresses 
well they  will say she spends too much tor 
clothes. If she does not give much attention 
to her clothes and wears soiled, unpressed 
garm ents, they say she is sloven, and 
why doesn’t she buy some new clothes? 
‘‘W hat do they  do with their money an y ­
how?" Or, “ I don’t see why ihe m in­
ister’s wife is so friendly with M rs. Brown. 
W hy she runs there all the tim e, and  she 
hasn’t been to see me for m onths.” 
Quite often a t some class meeting or so­

cial gathering she is the chief topic of 
conversation, and someone is always kind 
enough to tell her all th a t was said— no 
doubt just to see how she will act. W hat 
an opportunity  to show how to act. If  
she gets all worked up or h u rt or down 
in the dumps or up in a miff tree they 
will be sure to talk about: her a t the next 
gathering. W hat an opportunity  to just 
brace her feet, swallow the dose w ith a 
calm, sweet smile, and go away to improve 
on her weak points (for they will never 
leave her in ignorance of them ), and stick 
to her good ones till finally she will be 
g’ad she is the topic of conversation for 
her behavior will be above reproach.

One of the greatest opportunities the 
m inister’s wife has is to be a ‘‘filler in” 
nr “ flunky” or a w hatnot. If the chorister 
is absent she may have the opportunity  
of leading the folks in song. The pianist 
is sick and there is no one else to play 
so will the m inister's wife please play? 
The president and vice president of the 
W .M.S. are not present, will she of­
ficiate? The N .Y .P.S. speaker failed to 
show up, so will she fill in the time? 
Grandm a Jones’ rheum atism  is bad this 
morning, will the m inister’s wife take her 
car and bring her to church? The R ev­
erend forgot to bring— well, whatever it 
was he forgot to bring— will she go home 
and get it? And so on through the days 
she can have the opportunity  of wonder­
ing if she is to be or not to be this, 
th a t or the other, but mostly other. You 
m ay say this is not much of an oppor­
tun ity , well, tha t is where you are all 
wrong, for if she fills all these places ac­
ceptably it will be like nil on machinery. 
But if she does not, it will be like throw ­
ing a monkey wrench into the works. You 
know that the “ filler in” or the filling 
of a sandwich is the best part, so after 
all she may have the best job of all.

W ould it not be fine if every stranger 
who visited our churches could go away 
with a feeling of having been made wel­
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come and would w ant to come again? 
The m inister’s wife has the opportunity  
of helping to produce this kind of an 
atmosphere. A glad, warm  handshake and 
a  cordial greeting by her can m ake the 
humblest person feel like a king. C ulti­
vate the hab it of being cordial. I t  will 
do wonders for the m inister’s wife and 
the people she meets. W hat she does 
for others will be returned to her with in­
terest

M aybe, so far, none of these oppor­
tunities have seemed like opportunities 
to the m inister’s wife, so possibly she 
would enjoy the opportunity  of being like 
an oyster. W hen an oyster gets a grain 
of sand or something hard  tha t hurts in­
side its shell, instead of trying to get it 
out, it s ta rts  covering it up  w ith a fluid 
which in the end becomes a beautiful 
pearl. If there had been no pain there 
would have been no pearl. T he m inister’s 
wife is sure to receive her grain of sand 
— th a t unkindness, tha t unjust criticism, 
th a t mean slighting rem ark— but do not 
be less wise than an old oyster and go 
around nursing your sore spot and showr- 
ing everyone your sore thum b, bu t right 
away s ta rt in to cover it up with a spirit 
of charity  and it will result in something 
beautiful and desirable.

Or perhaps she would rather be a shock 
absorber. Shock absorbers save the folks 
in the car the jolts of the rough highway. 
W hen gossip, troubles of various nature 
and cutting rem arks about anyone come 
her way, trea t them as mere passing inci­
dents along the highway of life, act as a 
shock absorber and prevent all those 
things from reaching anyone to hu rt 
them. Do not think th a t it is an oppor­
tun ity  to carry unkind news of any  nature 
to anyone.

One of the greatest opportunities th a t 
comes to the m inister’s wife is the op­
portunity  she can give her children. Be­
cause their m other is the m inister’s wife 
they have the opportunity  of associating

with and being inspired by the best folks 
in the world. They, have the opportunity  
of m eeting the best preachers and  evan­
gelists, the D istrict and General Superin­
tendents, and the missionaries. W 'hat an 
opportunity  for our children to be influ­
enced by such men and women. She need 
not have a worry th a t there is a booze 
drinking, cigarette smoking, p icture show 
going, vulgar talking person in the group. 
Any m inister’s wife should be glad th a t 
she is a m inister’s wife for th a t oppor­
tun ity  alone.

Last, bu t not least, the m inister’s wife 
has the opportunity  to  either m ake or 
ruin the m inister. If  he is a failure she 
undoubtedly is the cause bu t if he is a 
success she had nothing to do with it 
(so he th in k s )—it was his own a tta in ­
ment. Now here is another opportunity—  
just let him think so, bu t she knows d if­
ferent. If the m inister’s wife should w ant 
to ruin her husband there are plenty  of 
opportunities. For example, do like one 
m inister’s wife, come dragging in la te  to 
alm ost every service. T h a t is, if she 
comes at all, and w ant all the praise, 
honor and attention. If  she does not 
get it, she goes home way down in the 
dumps, saying no one is treating  her 
right and she has her husband started  
down the toboggan of ruin.

I t  seems as though most women like to 
talk  to the  m inister, and like to get 
p re tty  intim ate about it. So the  m in­
ister's wife has the opportunity  of becom­
ing jealous, m aking a  scene, and when he 
wants to move, he fails to get a  call to a 
better place all because of her jealous fits.

Ju st because the m inister is the m inis­
ter's wife's husband is no reason why she 
should talk unladylike to him unless she 
considers th a t her opportun ity  to ruin 
him. M aybe he is not as sm art as she 
is, bu t it will not help him  any  to call 
him dumb, or crazy, or aw kw ard or “ big 
ox” or anything of like nature  bu t it 
m ay give him an inferiority complex and 
he will just about live up to his names.
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W hile some good m inisters have been 
ruined by their wives, on the other hand, 
some wives have taken a poor excuse of 
a preacher for a  husband and have made 
a real preacher ou t of him . If your hus­
band is not the very best m inister he 
could be, avail yourself of the  opportunity  
a t  hand, s ta rt w orking on him , bu t do 
not let him  know you are doing it. But 
you can let him know th a t you expect 
great things of him. A m an will do alm ost 
anything for a good woman, so expect 
your husband to be the best preacher on 
the district and you will about m ake him 
so. Be sure your criticisms are kind, 
helpful criticisms. Do not nag and find 
fault, bu t be a helpm ate in every sense 
of the word.

Let us hear the conclusion of the 
whole m atter. I f  the m inister’s wife will 
not be satisfied with anything bu t her 
best, and try  to excel a t every oppor­
tun ity , no t for the pay she will get nor 
the thanks she will receive, bu t for the 
good she can accomplish, m any will rise 
up in th a t day and call her blessed.

SECURING RECOGNITION FOR 
THE CHURCH

E d w i n  H a r d y

T H E  first twenty-five years of our 
existence as a church has been a 
period of adjusting  ourselves one 
to another, as the church is made up of 
a heterogeneous array  of people from dif­

ferent sections of the country. W e a re  
no t different in doctrine, bu t in environ­
m ent and elem entary detail of organiza­
tion and m ethod. A retrospective view of 
the past years gives us a  sense of satis­
faction as to  the success of our develop­
m ent along these particular lines, yet, we 
realize our task  is not finished and much 
im provem ent rem ains to be made. E spe­
cially one phase of .adjustm ent is still in 
the em bryo stage and  needs careful a t ­

tention and planned effort. T h is phase of 
our development is the m aking of proper 
adjustm ent w ith our environm ent, which 
we might call securing recognition for the 
church.

We shall confine our discussion to  the 
most vital point, as we see it, iii the se­
curing recognition for the church, and tha t 
is cultivating right a ttitudes tow ard our 
environm ent. W e are all aw are of the 
fact tha t we are living in a  very com­
plex social order, the more so a t  present 
because of the new forces which have 
come in, upset, and disrupted our norm al 
balance socially, politically and  economi­
cally. I  think there is no question in the 
minds of thinking men today  bu t tha t 
we are passing through a stage of transi­
tion, an old social order is in the last 
throes of death and in the m idst of its 
convulsions a ' new one is taking its place, 
and w ith it, new ideals of government, 
new ideals of social and racial relations, 
and new ideals of moral standards. Ju st 
the a ttitu de  to  take toward these new con­
ditions as pastors and members of the 
Church of the N azarene is a  great problem 
indeed.

Should we enter a crusade against m al­
adjusted social conditions, should it be 
a crusade against loose, corrupt morals, 
or should it be a crusade toward political 
reform , which is the program  and  effort 
being pu t forth by so m any religious 
bodies today? W ould not a  solution of 
these problem s a t the present be of un ­
told good and afford happiness to the 
masses who are suffering under such con­
ditions? We all would im m ediately an ­
swer iii the affirm ative. B ut back of all 
this there is a  higher good for hum anity, 
and th a t is, the saving, sanctifying power 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
which gospel we champion. To give to 
men this gospel is to pick them  out of 
the m iry clay of sin, and transform  them  
into new creatures in C hrist Jesus, and  
im plant eternal life w ithin the soul. A
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crusade against sin and for the salvation 
of souls should be our sole objective.

There are two things we m ust know: 
First, we are not to take a passive a t ­
titude of seclusion by drawing away from 
the world at the time wThen the world 
needs us most. Second, I am equally 
as certain we are to take an aggressive a t ­
titude. T he very fact tha t we are living 
in such perilous times is reason enough 
for us to reach out to this world in an 
endeavor to save as many as possible. 
Certainly this cannot be done unless we 
take the right a ttitude in order to secure 
recognition enough to w'in the confidence 
of the people. The a ttitude  of aggressive­
ness should spur us to seek every open 
door which would enable us to get our 
church and its message before different 
groups of people.

To m any pastors, the M inisterial Asso­
ciation presents an open door in their 
respective cities. Such affiliation gives so­
cial recognition needful to broaden the 
field of operation. One prevalent com­
plaint over our church is the fact tha t 
we are reaching only certain classes of 
people. Our sphere of operation is lim ­
ited. We believe tha t our message is 
just as good for the rich as for the poor, 
the wise as the unwise, the educated as 
the unlettered. It seems to me we are 
just as responsible for one class as the 
other. The M inisterial Association goes 
a long way in helping our pastors to 
reach groups of people heretofore un­
touched by our church. The M inisterial 
Association has recognition and prestige in 
every city where such organization is ac­
tively functioning. Usually if the services 
of a minister are in dem and for certain 
public occasions, such minister is chosen 
from among the ministers of the associa­
tion. D ue to one introduction in one 
large public gathering a minister may 
win more recognition for his church than 
he would otherwise gain in a year of 
intense effort. O pportunities to hold de­

votions or speak to P aren t-T eacher’s As­
sociations, social and civic organizations, 
assemblies in public schools, union serv­
ices. and other various businesses, civic, 
social and religious groups will be a f­
forded tha t otherwise might not come.

We must realize tha t people are not 
going to flock to our churches w ithout 
planned effort on our part to reach them. 
The business houses today tha t are sell­
ing the most goods are the ones tha t are 
successful in keeping their product before 
the attention  of the public. Since our 
church is young, m isunderstood, and not 
well known, it is im perative tha t we pu t 
forth more concentrated effort to get it 
before the public and keep it there. In  
view of this fact, every available, legiti­
m ate, unquestionable means of advertising 
should be used. The radio and newspaper 
are the two most effective mediums which 
produce the most im m ediate results. I t  is 
true that these two agencies are not always 
readily available, but there are ways and 
means of making them available. I won­
der how m any in this group today even 
see that the announcem ents of your Sun­
day services are pu t in the newspaper 
each Saturday evening? Some people 
have said tha t they attended  our services 
due to the fact they read the Sunday 
announcements. T he subject of the  m orn­
ing or evening sermon was of special in­
terest, therefore they cam e to hear it d is­
cussed- people w'ho had never attended 
the Church of the N azarene before. I 
need not enlarge on the value of the radio 
as a means of winning recognition, as its 
inestimable value and m erit has been, 
and is being dem onstrated even by m any 
of our pastors today in various sections 
of the country.

The alert pastor will always find other, 
many times unexpected ways, of advertis­
ing his church. If our gospel is able to 
redeem and save the lost, it is worth all 
the time and money we can afford to ad ­
vertise its redeeming merits. I  noticed
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an advertisem ent once which read like 
this: “Action, action, concentrated action 
brings business.” N ot only will concen­
trated  action bring business to the busi­
ness house, but concentrated action d i­
rected into the channels of the church for 
the kingdom of God will bring many 
weary, sinsick souls to the saving knowl­
edge of our m atchless Christ, and will in ­
crease the num ber of our own members.

The point I am  try ing to make is this: 
W e are an in tricate p a rt of this world in 
which we live, a v ital p a rt of the social 
and moral structure, we have a place to 
occupy and a du ty  to discharge. I t  is 
fatalistic to assume an a ttitu de  toward our 
righteousness and the world about us 
such as to disqualify us to reach out 
along right lines to take our place in the 
world. W e must not, for fear of becoming 
worldly, w ithdraw  from proper activities, 
duties, and responsibilities.

W eek before last I read a very in terest­
ing, instructive article in the Herald oj 
Holiness, w ritten by Doctor Chapm an, our 
guest speaker, entitled, “Conquest the 
Price of Life." Let me quote a very brief 
paragraph, pregnant w ith vital tru th : 
“ C hristianity  is a m ilitant religion and 
whenever it ceases to be m ilitant it ceases 
to be C hristianity. Further, C hristianity 
is a conquering religion, and when it 
ceases to m ake conquest, it falters and 
dies.’’ F urther we quote: “ Sometimes 1 
am  asked, w hat is your greatest fear for 
the future of the Church of the N azarene? 
Invariab ly  I answer, I fear that we will 
become spiritual passivists. and die from 
inactiv ity— die of the dry ro t."

Can we conceive of our church being 
m ilitant and conquering unless we reach 
out into the maze of this turbulent world? 
Unless we live close to its heart throbs, 
sufferings, groans of despair, and calls 
for help? Ju st w hat reasons Doctor Chap­
man had in mind tha t would directly 
cause this condition he fears, we cannot 
tell, bu t I am sure we are all agreed

tha t there are causes which would create 
such a condition. A false attitude  of 
righteousness among our pastors and peo­
ple in reference to the world would cer­
tainly create such a condition as he m en­
tions. If we could bu t realize we are in 
the world, though not of the world; and 
that we should use the things of the world 
as a means to further the kingdom of 
God in the world; then we should not be 
overcome, defeated, and spotted by the 
world, but we shall be truly m ilitant con­
querors and overcomers of the world.

THE IMPORTANCE OF SYSTEM­
ATIC STUDY
W m . T i d w e l l

Mr. W ebster says to study, “ Is to ap ­
ply oneself to the acquisition of knowl­
edge." He also states to act system atical­
ly is to act by system or method. So 
we presume to study system atically would 
be to have some system or m ethod by 
which we acquire knowledge.

If anyone is to successfully prosecute 
any business, profession, or calling he 
must have the necessary qualification and 
equipm ent w ith which to do so. The 
farm er m ust have his implements, the car­
penter his tools, the soldier his equipm ent, 
the surgeon his instrum ents. I t would be 
vain for any of these to undertake his 
work without this equipm ent. And, just 
as this is necessary for these, so it is 
indispensable for the minister. Knowl­
edge, set on fire by the H oly Ghost, is 
to the minister ju st w hat am m unition is 
to the soldier or instrum ents are to the 
surgeon. This is obtained by good, hard 
system atic study. This is not easy. One 
who is m entally lazy, unless he obtains 
help from the Lord, is doomed to failure. 
There seems to be an idea in the world 
if a person is indolent and fails in about 
everything he undertakes tha t probably 
he has missed h is calling— th a t God de­
signed him for a preacher! Just the op­
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posite seems to be the Bible teaching. 
T he prophets and apostles, it seems to  a 
man, were busy men.

God declared H is people were destroyed 
for lack of knowledge. W e can have a 
good idea of the character of a minister 
by preaching to his congregation. There 
is such a vast difference in the response of 
congregations. Some will be interested if 
you give them  some little sentim entalities; 
others if you give them something tha t 
will tickle and m ake them believe they 
are blest; but, often, if you present to 
them the good, deep, substantial tru th s  of 
the W ord of God there will be little  re­
sponse. T he trouble is they have been 
given superficialities till they have no ap ­
petite for tru th . You cannot always 
preach successfully the same messages to 
different congregations. The reason is 
clear. This explains why some pastors 
and some evangelists do not make good in 
some places. If  one has m astered and 
enjoys higher m athem atics, astronom y, 
and psychology and then you pu t him 
back in the first reader you will not ex­
pect him to be hilarious over his dis­
coveries. I t  is God’s plan for people to 
m ake progress in spiritual tru ths, just as 
they do in acquiring knowledge of natural 
things. And they will, if properly taught. 
This requires knowledge, and knowledge 
is obtained by study. And we know this 
is the plan of God. In  2 Tim . 2: IS we 
have the solemn injunction, “ Study to shew 
thyself approved unto God, a  workman 
th a t needeth not to be asham ed rightly  
dividing the word of tru th .” Too many 
of us are too much like the colored m in­
ister who expostulated with his white 
b rother for his preparation for his ser­
mons. H e said, “You studies and plans 
and  makes outlines and the devil knows 
jist w hat you gwyne to say and he has 
de people all prejudiced agin all you 
gwyne to say. W hile I gits up and does 
not know w hat I ’se gwyne to say. De 
devil does not know w hat I ’se gwyne to

say, and the Lawd has no idea w hat I ’se 
gwyne to say. D a t’s why I gits results.” 
W ell, there may be some tru th  in this 
method of reasoning, bu t we th ink  it is 
overdrawn.

The successful m inister m ust know God 
and His W ord. N o t only is this true, but 
in order to know the signs of the tim es, 
it is necessary for him to acquaint him ­
self with existing conditions as they  p re­
sent themselves from day to day. There 
are confusion and bewilderm ent everywhere 
today. Perplexity abounds. The people 
are looking to the m inister for light, I t  
is said that an old steam boat pilot on the 
Mississippi River was one day asked, “ Do 
you know where all the rocks and sand­
bars are in this river?" To which he re­
plied, “No, I do not know where they  all 
are, bu t I  do know where they are not, 
and I can steer m y boat there.” There 
are treacherous rocks and hiding shoals 
these days and the true pilot, if he is to 
bring his barque safely through, m ust 
know the pa th  of safety  where hell’s reefs 
are not to be found. False doctrines 
abound. D am nable heresies are on every 
side. M ultitudes seem to be lacking in 
spiritual discernm ent. God has placed 
the true m inister on the walls, and he is 
to get God’s message and give the people 
warning. God have mercy on the un­
faithful hireling, and the professional, m e­
chanical shepherd. H e will stand before 
God a bloody man.

This is a busy age. The true m inister 
is the busiest m an, we believe, in the 
world. M ultitudes are hungry. Good 
people, Christians, faithful members of the 
Church, are out of em ployment. H earts 
are broken. The sick, suffering, and  dying 
are on every hand. All these look to the 
m inister— to their pastor. H e will have 
pleas like this, “I hesitate to  p u t another 
burden upon you, bu t I have exhausted 
my resources and w hat else can I  d o ?” 
And this a devout, faithful member. W hat 
must a m inister do? H e m ust do some­
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thing, and he will. B ut while he looks 
after these unavoidable needs, he m ust 
somehow find time for prayerful, careful, 
and system atic study. This is our plan, 
personally: In the morning, the first thing 
after breakfast, if there are m atters tha t 
m ust be attended to a t once (and there 
usually are) we look after them. B ut we 
attend  to only such as cannot be pu t off. 
Then we go to the study, and, w ithout 
losing a mom ent, :em ain as long as pos­
sible— four or five hours if possible. There 
will be days when this is impossible, but 
we seek to m ake it up— to redeem the 
tim e. I have a note book and am  on the 
lookout for thoughts and illustrations. 
C ur little  day  is short. Our candle will 
soon be exhausted. N ever more we will 
pass this way. W e have one param ount 
purpose in life and tha t is to get to 
heaven and take as m any as possible 
w ith us.

The m inister was to preach a t a  sta te  
peniten tiary , and the day befo e the serv­
ice he went to the prison to see how 
things were arranged. In  looking over 
the auditorium  where the prisoners were 
to sit, he saw two chairs draped in black. 
H e asked the warden w hat tha t meant. 
H e replied, “T hey  are for two men who 
are condemned to  die in the electric chair 
soon. T hey a~e to occupy these chairs. 
This will be their last service and their 
last serm on.” W e wonder how often, if 
we knew, there are draped chairs in our 
audience. God help us to be faithful.

To serve the present age j
Our codling to fulfill, j

O m ay it all our powers engage, |
To do our Master’s will. !

I
Help me to watch and pray, j

A nd on Thyself rely, =
Assured if I  m y trust betray, 1

I  shall forever die. II
4..--------„„---,u-------„„----------------- ,1.--->1.--- ----- -----.11---4

THE PRESENT CALL OF THE 
MINISTRY

H a r o l d  R . I r w i n

T ODAY is your day and mine, the 
only day we have, the day  in 
which we play our part. W hat our 
pa t  m ay signify in the great whole we 
may not understand; bu t we are here to 

play it, and now is our tim e. T his we 
know, it is a p a rt of action, no t of whining. 
I t  is a p a rt of love, not of cynicism. I t  
is for us to express love in term s of 
hum an helpfulness.

The m inister today, as has ever been 
the case, needs prim arily  to have a dy­
nam ic personal C hristian experience. H e 
m ust not depend on mere morality. 
M orality  is good and is acceptable of 
God, as far as it goes; bu t the difficulty 
is, it does not go far enough. “Is  no t my 
fifty fathom  cable as good as your one 
hundred fathom  one?” asked the sailor. 
“Yes, as far as it goes; bu t in w ater one 
hundred fathom s deep if it does not go 
within fifty fathom s of anchorage, of 
w hat use will it be in a storm ?” A 
spiritual man, a minister, is like one who 
learns the princip’es of music and then 
goes on to the practice. T he tendency 
to:'ay in many places is to minimize the 
need of the dynamic personal experience 
whereby the motives th a t once were cen­
tered around the self-life are organized 
anew w ith love for Christ dom inant. 
T here is the teaching prevalent in the 
land th a t m an by nature is not essentially 
bad and tha t given the proper environ­
m ental opportunities he will live a  good 
life, a C hristian life. These people stress 
nurtures and not nature, education and 
not dynamic religion. The former is im­
po rtan t when given its proper place, bu t 
m ust come subsequent to the im partation 
of a new nature.

W e must help to educate the rising 
generation in our church. M any of the 
older churches have laid all the emphasis
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on the educational process of salvation. 
We have reacted against this and have 
swung, with the pendulum , to the other 
extreme and have stressed the experiential 
aspect only. We need to stress the need 
of the works of grace and to show the 
place of growth as well.

W e are living in an enlightened age. 
It used to be tha t an eighth grade educa­
tion was considered sufficient for the av­
erage person, and only a few ever finished 
institutions of higher learning. D uring the 
last quarter of a century, enrolment in 
these schools has increased tremendously. 
In the last decade the attendance has in­
creased over 100 per cent. The m inistry 
today m ust serve more and more this 
class of people. W hen our church was 
founded it was not so essential tha t good 
preaching be done. Almost any sincere 
one could go before the average congrega­
tion and exhort and find a ready response 
to the gospel's call. I t  is true also tha t 
in every great period of spiritual awaken­
ing and advancem ent preachers have 
paved the way by fearlessly and efficiently 
proclaiming the divine W ord of God. 
M elanchthon, Zwingli, Luther, Calvin, and 
Knox are examples around the time of 
the Reform ation. Later came Wesley, 
W hitefield and Spurgeon and others. In 
recent years there has been a trend toward 
superficial preaching and thinking, but I 
believe th a t there is coming a stronger 
demand, on the part of the laity , for good 
preaching. This offers a challenge to the 
m inistry which it must meet. We dare 
not fail. To do so will be to bring dis­
honor to the gospel and to the cause of 
Christ.

If  ever in the history of the world the 
Spirit of Jesus, as exemplified in the 
story of the Good Sam aritan, needs to be 
practiced, it is today. The Church has 
too often passed by suffering hum anity, 
and taken the a ttitude of the Levite, who 
looked upon the sufferings of the poor 
man on the Jericho road, and thought to 
himself, “ I t  is too bad all this has hap­

pened to you. You should have had more 
sense than  to come down this dangerous 
road ,” and who then gathered his robes 
about him and passed by. The church 
has rested complacently in self-content­
ment and has lived too much ap a rt from 
the needs of men. All around are poverty 
and w ant, and she has done little  to a l­
leviate the sufferings of those living almost 
in the shadow of her steeples. She has 
failed to grasp the whole significance of 
Jesus’ sum m ary of the comm andments 
when H e said, “The first of all the com­
m andm ents is, ‘Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy  God with all thy  heart and with all 
thy  soul, and with all thy  m ind and 
strength .’ T his is the first comm andment, 
and the second is like; nam ely this, ‘Thou 
shalt love thy  neighbor as thyself.’ There 
is none other com m andm ent greater than  
th is.” The church has overlooked the 
fundam ental principle of religion given 
by Jam es— “ Pure religion and undefiled 
before God and the Fa ther is this, To 
visit the fatherless and the widows in their 
affliction and  to keep himself unspotted 
from the w orld.” The church, in try ing 
to keep “unspotted from the w orld,” has 
forgotten the unfortunate ones.

In  this day we need to know the 
philosophy of life of the m an on the 
street. W e should know w hat he is do­
ing and what he is thinking. W’e are 
living in an age when people do not take 
the preacher as an  unquestioned au­
thority . Dogm atism  may have worked 
in the past, but it does not work today. 
Scientific m ethods have instilled into the 
minds of the people a desire to  know the 
why of things. T he m inister m ust there­
fore apply good au thority  in the proper 
way. H e m ust present the W ord of God 
in an a ttrac tive  m anner, no t following the 
oily grooves of custom  too closely. New 
approaches m ust be made, as we are living 
in a changing world. W e m ust ad ap t our 
m ethods to a  changing people, who still 
hunger for the changeless message of re­
demption.
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There is need for m inisters who are 
mild in m anner, bu t bold in m ethod; 
condescending to all, but compromising 
with none; whose spirit will be sweet, bu t 
whose message will often be b itte r; whose 
words are soft, but whose tru th s  are hard. 
T hey m ust be elastic, and yet rigid. 
Thoughtful always, especially in dealing 
with other people. Courageous enough 
to stand by the m inority in situations 
where the crowd is clearly in the wrong. 
M inisters are needed whose spinal cords 
possess both the qualities of a string and 
of a crowbar. It m ay be necessary at 
tim es to bend double, and again to be as 
rigid and immovable as G ibraltar. He 
m ust learn the art of applying both ex­
trem es; and yet in all he m ust be kind, 
tender, loving, and cheerful. The min­
ister th a t the world needs now m ust so 
conduct himself here upon earth  tha t his 
presence will be helpful in increasing the 
sum total of hum an happiness.

THE PASTOR’S SCRAP BOOK
I. I.. F l y n n  

O h .  P e o p l e  o f  G o d !
"Because thou servedest not the Lord 

thy  God with joyfulness, and with glad­
ness of heart, for the abundance of all 
things; therefore shall thou serve thine 
enem ies."— B i b l e .

T h e  G r a c e  o f  P a t i e n c e  
‘'In  your patience possess ye your souls.” 

— J e s u s .
iW hat sublime words are these! You 

m ay keep your soul in your possession 
by your patience! Patience is a soul pos­
sessor, it is also a soul possession, that 
is, it is a p a rt of your being. Awakened 
and intensified in your conversion, p u ri­
fied in your sanctification, therefore a 
"fru it of the Spirit.”

Patience m ust be exercised and lived, 
thereby it will grow. Patience can be

A t  C h u r c h  N e x t  S u n d a y
“ If I knew you and you knew me,

How little trouble there would be.
We pass each other on the street,
But just come out and let us meet —

At church next Sunday.

“Each one intends to do w hat’s fair,
And treat his neighbor on the square,
But lie may not quite understand 
Why you don’t take him by the hand — 

At church next Sunday.
“This world is sure a busy place,

And we must hustle in the race,
For pleasure hours some are not free 
The six week days, but all should be—

At church next Sunday.
“ Don’t knock and kick and slam and slap 

At everybody on the map,
But push and pull and boost and boom, 
And take up all the standing room—

At church next Sunday.”—B u l l e t i n .

perfected— because it is a p a rt of your 
being.

Fret and worry are the very opposite of 
patience. To be fretful and im patient is 
m istrusting God. Patience is a high a t ­
tainm ent of faith in God— believing and 
receiving the Bible as the very W ord of 
God.

To become im patient is not accepting 
God at His word. T rust and patience are 
so closely allied tha t you cannot have the 
one w ithout the other. If you are tru s t­
ing implicitly you have peace, rest— pa­
tience.

The Israelites were kept ou t of Canaan 
because of their grumbling and complain­
ing. At least their unbelief broke out in 
complaining of God's leadership and deal­
ing with them. God wants us to accept 
His way. And to accept it we must pa­
tiently wait for Him to work out our 
pathw ay in life. The prophet said, 
“Though it tarry , wait for it; because it 
will surely come, it will not ta rry .” And 
D avid said, “W ait, I say, on the Lord.”
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