
THE TESTAMENTS O F TH E T W ELVE 
PAT RIARCHS 

INTRODUCTION 

§ 1. Tm: BOO!~ ANI> ITS FOl{TUNES. 

THE Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs were written in Hebrew in the latter years of 
John Hyrcanus-in al.I probability after his final victory over the Syr!an power and before h!8 breach 
with the Pharisees-to other words, between 109 and 1o6. Their author was a Pharisee who 
combined loyalty to the best traditions of his party with the most unbounded admiration of 
Hyrcanus. The Maccabean dynasty had now reached the zenith of its prosperity, and in its reigning 
representative, who alone in the history of Judaism possessed the triple offices of prophet, priest, and 
king, the Pharisaic party had come to recognize the actual Messiah. 

Won over by the purity of life, no!:>ility of character, and pre-eminent gifts of the Maccabees as 
high-pric~ts, civil rulers, and military commanders, the l;lasids, or early Pharisees, had some decades 
earlier attached themselves to this new high-priesthood, though with many a misgiving on account 
of the break in the high-priestly succession. 

The approval thus won from the reluctant l;lasids, the Maccabees had deepened and strengthened 
by their achievements every year in every province of their activity, till the thought was begotten in 
many a breast, that at last the hope of Israel had come, and, in defiance of all ancient prophecy, was 
sprung from the house and lineage of Levi. 

There are good grounds for regarding Psalm ex as the outcome of such an expectation, and as 
greeting one of the Maccabees as the long-expected deliverer of Israel. But, however this may be, 
there is no doubt that our author addresses two or more Messianic hymns to John Hyrcanus, in 
whom had culminated ;i II •he glories and gifts of this great family. The writer already sees the 
Messianic kingdom esta :1ed, under the sway of which the Gentiles will in due course be saved, 
Beliar overthrown, sin disappear from the earth, and the righteous dead rise to share in the blessed­
ness of the living. 

Alas for the vanity of man's judgement and man's prescience. Our book had hardly been 
published, when Hyrcanus, owing to an outrage done him by the Pharisees, broke with their party, 
and joining the Sadducees, died a year or two later. His successors proved themselves the basest of 
men. Their infamy is painted in lurid colours by contemporary writers of the first century B.c., 
and by a strange irony the work, or rather, fragments of the work of one of these assailants of the 
later Maccabees, has achieved immortality by finding a covert in the chief manifesto that was issued 
on behalf of one of the earlier members of the dynasty. 

This second writer singles out three of the Maccabean priest-kings for attack, the first of whom 
he charges with every abomination; the people itself, he declares, is apostate, and chastisement 
will follow speedily-the temple will be laid waste, the nation carried afresh into captivity, whence, 
on their repentance, God will restore them again to their own land, where they shall enjoy the 
blessedness of God's presence and be ruled by a Messiah sprung from Judah. 

When we contrast the expectations of the original writer and the actual events that followed, it 
would seem that the chief value of his work would consist in the light that it throws on this obscure 
and temporary revolution in the Messianic expectations of Judaism towards the close of the second 
century. But this is not so. The main, the overwhelming value of the book lies not in this province, 
but in its ethical teaching, which has achieved a real immortality by influencing the thought and 
diction of the writers of the New Testament, and even those of our Lord. This ethical teaching, 
which is very much higher and purer than that of the Old Testament, is yet its true spiritual child, 
and helps to bridge the chasm that divides the ethics of the Old and New Testaments.• 

'. That this. eth_ical teaching belongs to the essence of the book is obvious to any careful student of the work. As 
su~h tt forms abke Jts warp and woof. . (?n the oth~r WlJ!d, the dog,llll!i& Cliristian ~,rterpollltions are patches d1fl'cring 
abkc m colour and texture from the onginal material, stitched on at times where onginally there was no rent at all and 
at others rudely thrust in where a rent had been deliberately made for their insertion, See§ 13, ' 
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INTRODUCTION 

After the first century of oure':l the fo!1unes of the Testaments speedily declined in Christendom. 
Though they are i:eferred to occasaonally an the next three centuries, they came to be discredited as 
an Apocryp~al wn~ and fell under t~e ban of the Church. Unhappily, further, in the course of 
these centuries of thear wanmg popularity, they underwent interpolation at the hands of Christian 
scn'bes,. but happily many of these interpolations had not been made when the book was done into 
Armen1a11. 

The reappearance of the Testaments on the stage of history was due to the great Bishop of 
Lincoln, Robert Grosseteste, in the thirteenth century, who procured from Greece the MS. of this 
book, which is now in the University Library of Cambridge. This scholar took the book with all its 
Christi~ additions to be a genuine writing of the twelve sons of Jacob. 

It 1s perhaps needless to state that, when the aitical instinct revived with the Reformation, 
Grosseteste's view of the Testaments was summarily rejected. Nay more, as the book was regarded 
as the \!ork of one writer.. it was simply condemned as a Christian forgery. In the course of four 
centuries only one voice was raised against this mistaken verdict, and that in vain for about two 
hundred years. The twentieth century sees this book at last come into its own.1 

§ 2. THE TITLE. 

The general title was in all probability 'The Testaments of the Patriarchs'. Such is the 
designation in use in the Armenian version. In the Greek MSS. the title varies. In a ( = di,) /Jd it 
appears as .6.,aBi;«cu "•P wa,ica naT'p&GPX•P T"coP v1•v 'la,c~~ ( + "oil IlaT"p&dpxov cz), a al 3&a6i;ica, "•" ,f{ 
T«rp. ,rpiJr T"«wr vlovr awclia,. In the Stichometry of Nicephorus, the Synopsis of Athanasius, and the 
anonymous list of books edited by Montfaucon, Pitra, and others, the book is simply called 
IlaT'p&apx_a&. 

As regards the title of the individual testaments, it was no doubt simply ' The Testament of 
Reuben', ' The Testament of Simeon ', &c. If the reader refers to my edition of the Greek Versions 
of tlu Testammts of tlu Twelve Patriarchs, pp. xliv- xlvi, he will see that, whereas the a MSS. 
uniformly give one form of title, the~ MSS. (with the exception of adg), that is, /Jef, give another, in 
which in addition to the name of the Patriarch the main subject of the Testament is given. Thus the 
title of Gad's Testament is a,athjq raa 'll't pl fU<TOVS, The titles ind are generally conflated from lief and 
a ; in a simply the name of the patriarch is given, while as for g, it takes a line of its own. In the 
Armenian the titles agree partly with those given in the Greek MSS. /Jef, but oftener do not. From 
this short summary of the facts it follows that the titles in /Jef, A are secondary. There remain now 
the forms in a and the single MS. a, and that found in the Hebrew Testament of Naphtali, i.e. 
:ipr J:l ~nD> nta~ • The Testament of Naphtali the son of Jacob'. The form in a (i.e. simply the 
name of the patriarch) may be at once dismissed as an idiosyncrasy of this MS. In the a MSS. the 
title of the individual Testaments resembles closely that of the Hebrew Testament of Naphtali, but 
the greater number of them are obviously inaccurate and therefore not original. That of Reuben and 
some others are accurate enough; thus a gives a&a0~ic11 'Pov~~µ. "oil 1rpot7'07'o«ov v1oii 'Ja,c~~ «al Aelas, which 
is true enough; but in the case of Naphtali we have the impossible 3&athj«,r Ne4>8a.\el,£ Toil dyadov vloil 
'la«•,8 «al BclUas. Naphtali was the second son of Bilhah. If, however, we omit in each case the name 
of the mother, we arrive possibly at the original form of the titles of the individual Testaments. 
Possibly, I say; for the order of the Testaments is not chronological, but depends on the groupings 
of the patriarchs according to their respective mothers. Thus the first six patriarchs are the sons 
of Leah the next two are the sons of Bilhah, the next two of Zilpah, and the last two of Rachel. 
Hence it is more than probable that the position of the patriarch as t~e first, t~ird, or seventh ~· 
was not mentioned in the original title. Thus we conclude that the evidence pomts to the followmg 
as the original form. , 

:lj)JI' p f:l'lliM nemir = 3&a8~«71 'Pov/j~µ. vloii 'Ia«w~ ='The Testament of Reuben the son of Jacob . 

§ 3. THE GREEK MSS. 

(a) Bodley MS. Baroccio 133. Quarto. This paper MS. contains severa! treatises by differ~t 
hands of the latter part of the fourteenth century. The Testaments occupy Cohos 179a- 205/J. Their 
general title and those of Judah and Gad arc written in red. There are two copies of this MS. on 
paper one in the Bodley MS. Smith 117, belonging to the close of the seventeenth century, and the 
second in Emmanuel College, Cambridge. This MS. is remarkable for the large number of 
omissions, at times of entire chapters. 

(6) University Library, Cambridge, ff. i. 24. Quarto. This parchment MS. contains four 

1 From the present writer's edition of the Tes/t.UMIUS of //re Twelve P,itriardrs, p. xvi sqq. 
283 



TIIE TESTAMENTS OF THE TWELVE PATRIARCHS--

works of which the Testaments are the fourth, written on folios 203a-26w. It belongs to the tenth 
ccntu;y, It is written in double columns, twenty lines in a column. The initials, and t!tles are. in 
red, except the first, which is in gold. It was from this MS. that Grossetestes Latin Version 
was made. 

(c) Vatican Library, Cod. Grace. 731. This is a small octavo MS .. written. on paper, with 
twenty-two or twenty-three lines on each page. Besides the Testaments at contams extracts from 
the Fathers. The Testaments are given on folios 97a-167/J. The script of the latter belongs 
probably to the thirteenth century. This is the most important of all the MSS. . 

(d) Vatican Library, Gk. 1238. This is a vellum MS. in three volumes of the L?(X belongang 
to the thirteenth century. On the close of the LXX follows the Testament of Job, fohos 34oa-3496, 
and on 350-380 of our present text. There are from 33-39 lines in each page. Strangely enough, 
above the general title of the Testaments, tua8ij,ca, T6>11 1/3 1Tarp,apxc;;11 v,c;;,, 'Ia,cw/3, appear the words 
AE11Tijs riviutws, which is one of the titles of the Book of Jubilees. That there was a close relation 
between these books we know independently. 

(e) Mount Athos MS. This MS. is written in two columns of forty lines each in a good hand 
of the tenth century. The Testaments are given on folios 197/J- u9a. This MS. is of great interest, 
as it contains three large additions to the text: the first before ,cal i1r, nvpyovs in T. Lev. ii. 3, 
consisting of a prayer of Jacob; the second after the word 1jµ,t:pli,11 in T . Lev. xviii. 21 and the third 
after T>/S yi/s in T. Ash. vii. 2 . The third consists of two and two-third columns of certain Christian 
disquisitions on love and the Trinity. The second is the remarkable Greek fragment, which I have 
printed in Appendix III in my edition of the Text, and which we show elsewhere to be a translation 
from a Hebrew work, which was probably an original source of the Testaments. 

(/) Paris MS. 938. This is a beautifully written MS. of the tenth century. The Testaments 
arc given on the first seventy-two folios. Each page contains twenty-three lines. On folio Ia there 
is a list of Old Testament names, including the twelve patriarchs, with their meanings. The 
Testaments proper begin on 1 b. It is characteristic of this MS. that after the title of each Testament 
it adds the meaning of the proper name, and also that, at the conclusion of each Testament, it adds 
the number of years that the patriarch lived. In the latter feature it is followed by the first Slavonic 
Recension (S'). After the Testaments follow the Testament of Job and other writings. 

(g) MS. 4II in the Library of the Monastery of St. John the Evangelist in Patmos. It is 
a quarto MS. written on parchment, and assigned by H. C. Coxe to the sixteenth century. 

(h) Mount Sinai MS. No. 547 in the Library of St. Catherine. See Gardthausen, Cat. Codd. 
Graec. Si11aiticoru11t, p. 132. This MS., 14·5 by 10·35 cm., was written in the seventeenth century. 
It contains seventeen lines on each page. It is incomplete and comes to an end with T. Jos. xv. 7. 
This MS. has the following peculiar introduction : 'lw&vvov Tov wou IPpa.f.ov ~:t3r,u,s rli,11 a,a.871K.C,u rli,11 qi 
vl&iu TOV 'lraTp,apxov 'la,cwj:J µnaq,pau8E'iua 4110 'Iovoa,,coi) OLQAflCTOV t:ls 'EM7111L1c~11. The statement is true. 
but where the scribe got it we cannot determine. · 

(i) Mount Sinai MS. This MS. was discovered accidentally in the Convent Library in the spring 
of 19o6 by Mrs. Gibson. This MS. was written not earlier than the seventeenth century. It con­
tains :21-23 lines on each page. It has the same peculiar introduction ash. See preceding MS. 

§ 4, THE ARMENIAN MSS. 

The~e are many MS~: of this version. The first ~ve.are designated by the symbols attached 
to ihem m the Vemce ed1t1on of the text by the Mechitanst Fathers. The rest owe their designa­
tion to the present editor. When cited they appear as A•, Ab, &c. 

A•. Mechitarist Library of St. Lazzaro, Venice, No. 345. This MS., five by seven inches was 
written in the year 1220 on paper. It belongs to the first recension of the text. ' 

Ab*. Mechitarist Library of St. Lazzaro, No. 280. This MS. is the worst representative of the 
second recension of the Armenian version. 

Ab. Mechitarist Library of St. Lazzaro, No. 679. This MS., six by ten inches, was written 
towards the end of the fifteenth century, in double columns of twenty-six lines each and consists of 
679 folios. It belongs to the first recension. ' 

. A 0
• Mechitari~t Library of St. Lazzaro, No. 229. This MS. Bible, eight by ten inches, was 

wntten on vell~m .111 d'?uble columns of fifty lines each in the year 1655, 
Ad, Mech1tanst Labraryof St. Lazzaro, No. 1366. This MS. Bible was written in the sixteenth 

century on paper, in double columns of forty-three lines each . 
. A•. This MS. Bible was written in the sixteenth century and belongs to the London Bible 

Society. 
A'. This MS. Bible, which belongs to the Catholicos of the A rmenian Church at Edschmiadzin 
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in Armenia, was there photographed by Conybeare in 1891. The MS. is written in two columns of 
fifty lines each in a beautiful hand. 

As. This MS. Bible, which was written in the seventeenth century, belongs to Lord Zouche. 
Ah. Bodleian Library, Oxford, No. e. 30 (thirteenth century). Only five Testaments are found 

in this MS., and in the followi.ng ~rder: Simeon (folio 168•), Levi ( I 73•), Joseph ( 183b), Benjamin 
(195b), Judah (202•). The MS. 1s written in two or more hands (latest eighteenth century), and there 
are two types of text. Fortunately the four first-mentioned Testaments and T. Judah i-xiv. Sa b c 
(i.e. iuu .•. alCTXJ'op11p.011li11) belong to the first recension, and only T. Jud. xiv. 8d 0-xxvi, to the 
second. This MS. thus attests the same type of text as A" h, but it i::, more closely related to A• 
than to Ab. 

All the preceding MSS. have been used by the present editor. There are three others of two 
of which he has no knowledge. ' 

Ai. A Vatican MS. of the Bible cited once by Conybeare. See '.JQR viii. (1896), p. 260. It 
belongs to the seventeenth century. 

Ak. Mechitarist Library, Vienna, No. 126 (Dashian's Catalog der armeuischen Ha11dsckriftm 
der Mecltitaristm-Bibliothek ::11 Wien, 1895, p. 71,411 sqq.), This MS. was written in the year 
1388. On the first 105 folios it contains the history of Joseph and Asenath. Then follow the 
Testaments. Of these Reuben, Dan, Naphtali, are missing. The order of the remaining nine is 
peculiar, agreeing in the first five with that of Ab. Thus we have Simeon, Levi, Joseph, Benjamin, 
Judah, lssachar, Zebulun, Gad, Asher. A study of the titles of these Testaments given in Sinker's 
Appendix, p. 25,_and the German translation of the T. Jud. xxiv-xxvi, and T. Benj. x. Sb-xii, by 
Dr. Paul Hunanian, makes it at once clear that Ak belongs to the first Armenian recension, and 
furthermore, that Ak is more nearly related to A• h than to Ab, and to Ah than to A•. 

(Al). The Hof-Bibliothek,Vienna, No.xx (Dashian's Catalog tier armmischen l!SS., p. 19, 1891). 

§ 5. THE SLAVONIC VERSIO:X AND ITS TWO RECENSIONS S1, S2
• 

This version is late and is based on the type of text represented by aef, and of these it attaches 
most closely to J; for S1 always and occasionally S2 agree in making the addition at the close of 
each Testament, that is to be found inf alone of the Greek MSS. This version, as I have shown in 
my edition, exhibits traces of the influence also of a. 

The two Slavonic recensions S1 and 5 2 are primarily taken from the so-called Palea (Greek 
IlMa,a), which contain short accounts of events mentioned in the Old Testament. They are printed in 
Tichonravov's work entitled Pa11yatn£ki otreckcnnoi Rt,sskoi Literatttri (2 vols., St. Petersburg, 1863). 

§ 6. THE ARMENIAN VERSION IN ITS TWO RECENSIONS A 0
, AtJ. 

V ALUI.: OF THIS VERSION. 

As we have already observed in§ 4, there are two recensions of this version, A 0
, AtJ. Ao, which 

is found in non-Biblical MSS., includes four MSS., A•bbk. The relations of these MSS. can be repre-
sented as follows :-

I 
A" I 

/\"' 
I 

Ahk 

A/3, which appears to be found only in Biblical MS~., includes A b*cderg_ Of th~se ~ 1' ' stands aloof 
from the rest. Its idiosyncrasies are innumerable, but 111 a very few cases, wher~ tt diverges fr?m the 
other representatives of this recension, it has the support of the best Greek MSS. The relations of 
these MSS are as follows:-

I 
f\cd 

,- ---
1 

Aofg 

-- -·--1 
A"• 

The variations between A O and AIJ are very numerous, but the greater _Part or them appear ~o have 
arisen from internal corruption, or from the attempt on the pa~t of the scr1he. of Aa to abbrey1ate the 
text. But over and above these differences, there are certain important sections where the differences 
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between the two recensions go back to the Greek, as in T. Levi ii. 7-10, xiv. I, w_here A« agrees 
with a against /3, and in T. Levi iii. i-5, where Ao. is less corrupt than a, and gives the nearest 
reproduction of the original Hebrew archetype. . . 

Exclusive of the sections just mentioned, A, taken as a whole, agrees with fJ S ~ a (see my 
edition of the Text, p. xv sq.). But within P there are two secondary types of text, to which aef and 
bdg belong respectively. All but universally A agrees with bdg whe~e bdg differ.s ~ro~ aef. . 

The value of A will be best understood when we come to deal with the Chr1st1an mterpolat1ons 
in the texL These are by no means absent from A, but they are present in a much less degree in A 
than in a and {J. This is especially the case in the last two Testaments. 

But, however valuable A is, it must be admitted that on almost every page it is guilty of omis­
sions. These omissions are made obvious to the reader by the use of brackets. All words enclosed 
thus r 1 are omitted by A. 

§ 7. THE GREEK VERSION IN TWO RECENSION$ a, fJ. 
The Greek version is found in two forms, a and fJ. I do not call them recensions, since, as I have 

sought in my edition to prove, they very probably go back to distinct forms in the Hebrew. 
a and its characteristics. a is represented by three MSS., chi. Their relations may be represented 

as follows :-
a 
I 

I 
!ti 

lzi are derived from one and the same parent and show signs of a mixed ancestry (i.e. the influence 
of fJ), and herein diverge occasionally from c. a shows some omissions such as T. Reub. ii. 3b-4•, 
T. Jud. vi. 1-2, xii. 6-10, &c. Though much freer than fJ from Christian interpolations, it too has 
suffered from the Christian scribes' ill-directed activity. 

fJ and its charaderistics. Pis represented by six MSS., alJdejg, which represent two diverging 
types of text, aef showing affinities with a, and bdg with A. We have already pointed out (~ 5) 
that S is derived from aef. aef agree closely together, but not so bdg. Furthermore bdg- are 
remarkable for large additions to the text in T. Zeb. vi. 4-6, vii-viii. 3, ix. Bed. These may have 
belonged to the original tradition. 

Space will not admit of a description of bdg, but a few characteristics of b should here be noted. 
The variants of this MS. are sometimes due to deliberate emendation. Thus in "T, Lev. xvii. 2 the 
priesthood of an ancient worthy is said to have been '11'A'1JP11S ILETa ,cvplov, i.e. " z:,31 D~E', 'perfect with 
the Lord.' But the scribe of b, failing naturally to understand this Semitic idiom, wrote 'llA'1JP11S ,uTa 
(/,o~ov «vplov. Not infrequently it alters the text against all the other authorities. Thus it adds «al 
£8a6µ.a{o~ in T. Jos. x~ii .. 5, (11uEu8E _i_n T. Jud: xyi. 2, changes uv11TptXE' into O'Vll~fYE'i in T. Benj. iv. 5, 
avyyEup mto O'VIL'11'nu8ijs 10 T. Jos. vu. 3, and m 1v. 5, &c. On the other hand, 1t possibly preserves 
two words «ai voTou in T . Jud. v. 2, which have been lost in all the other MSS. Though a good 
representative of the type bdg, b cannot form a secure foundation on which to build a text. 

d. This MS. exhibits peculiarities on every page. Though agreeing generally with bg it attests 
readings of a and also of aef against bg. ' 

The affinities of the various MSS. and Versions may be represented as follows:-

~cx.(bt Hebrew Recension.) 

H (·Hebret.> Archetype) 
I 

Ao. 
In this table all the main connexions arc represented, but not the influence that in a few cases 

the descendants of fJ have exerted on !ti. 
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§ 8. THE GREEK VERSION A TRANSLATION I-ROM TUE HEBREW. 

Apart from Grabe, no notable schola_r .has advocated a J:Iebr.e~ original till recently. Even 
Grabe, ~ough h~ declared for a Hebrew ongmal, ad~~nced no lmgu1st1c arguments in support of his 
contention. It IS remarkable that such a great Sem1t1c scholar as Dillmann (Herzog's ReaJ-E11cyc 1 

xii. 36z) could write: 'Since the publication of Nitzsch's study all are agreed that the book is n~t 
a translation, but was originally written in Greek.' Dr. Sinker in the Cambridge· edition of the 
Greek text is still more pronounced. 

To two Jewish scholars, Kohler (1893) and Gaster (1904) within the last twenty years belongs 
the honour of reopening the question of a Hebrew original of the Testaments, but the former did not 
advance ~ny ~inguistfc evidence, and the latter, though he brought forward a few good points, failed 
to establish his thesis. S?ortly after the above articles were written the present writer began his 
study of the Testaments, m the course of which he early came to the conclusion which he set forth 
in the Encyc. Bib/ica i. 241 (1899), that the bulk of the work was written before 'ioo B.C. and sub­
sequently in full detail in Tl,e Greek Versions of the Testaments of tlte Twelve Patriarch~ in 1908. 
Since that date this thesis has been accepted by all Semitic scholars. 

In what follows only a few specimens of the evidence for a Hebrew original can be given. A fuller 
state"?~nt of the evidence will be found in my edition of Tlte Testaments of the Twelve Patriarclts, 
pp. xlu-1 (1908), and a nearly complete one in my edition of the Greek Versions (pp. xxiii-xxxix) 
above referred to. 

1°. He/Jnw cons/r11ctions and expressions are lo be found on every page. Tlzoug!t the voca/Julary is Greek, 
Ike idiom is fre1Jt1enlly Hebraic and foreign lo llze Greell language. 

T. Reub. i. 6 d:yvo{,q. v,~ = 'sins of youth', i.e. o•itp) ~; iii. 8 <TVJ1iwv lv ~ vop.lf! = rr,,n:i 7:i; iv. 6 
o-GK (I' /(a.cp;; ciWWJI = DnY ec,:i ; vi. 11 '1, civr~ llwlciTo = ,n::i \:l. 

T. Sim. ii. 12 "aL-y, = Dl\ in its adversative meaning = 'but '-a non-Greek use. Cf. Eccles. iii. 13, vi. 7 ; 
in iv. 4 VYG.'ln/<Ti ,u aw Toi:s d.8,A<t>oi:s p.ov (ci) = •net DY •,:intc. In /3 we have the normal rendering «di TOW 
cLU.ow d.8r~. v. 4 '1, Arvl d.8un7UOOO't = iv,~ 'l\!,:i; v. 5 olJ 8W7]0"ovra, 7rfm Aw{=..,;; ,,:.i• ec, (the same 
Hebraism recurs in T. Iss. iv. 4; T. Dan v. 4); vi. 5 crw{wv '1, avr~ Tov 'A&f.,-,.. Here as in T. Lev. ii. 11 lv 
a.vrii (or la.VTcp) = 'IC~:l, which the translator should have rendered simply by avroi. Cf. Midrash Wajjikra 
on Lev. xvii. 3 DMM ,ecu •c~11:i MJM. 

T. Lev. viii. 8 KA&.8ov • • • lAa.las .,,.wn,ros = 'a branch of the oil-olive', i.e. Jr:~ n-t; cf. Deut. viii. 8 ; 

viii. 14 bn.,cA~CTETat avrce ovop.o. KatJIOV = v,n c~ '' M"'li''· 
T. Jud. vii. 1 ox~ /Japw = ,~ ,•n 'a numerous army'; xii. 8 i~ njs ,~ µ.ov = ••n:i 'so long as 

I li\'ed '; xx. 4 '1, '7T1/0et ocrriwv avrov, which is absolutely unintelligible, is full of meaning in the Hebrew = 
n:n :i!,:i 'on his very heart '; xxv. 1 Uapxo, u,c-q,rrpwv ='chiefs of the tribes' (c•c:i~). 

T . Ash. iii. 1 ;, Oros &va.,,.avETcu ds aVT71v = n:i f!lW' o•n,N 'God hath his habitation therein'. 
T . Jos. ii. 3 l&,Ki ,u o ICVp«>i ds oumpp.ow (l'(J)1l"IOI' = ''D' c•cm, •ntc lnl (cf. Dan. i. 9), 'granted me to 

find mercy in the sight Of' j Xii. J 'trol'f/(TOV p.er' O.WOV ICf'UTtV = ,Cp l:)f)r,t) 71Z'lf, 
T. Benj. x. 11 tca.Touoj<,rrr br' l>...,,.{8, lv lp.ol = •:i nc:i, \:lE,'M 'ye shall dwell securely with me'. The sam<' 

mistranslation is found in Ezek. xxviii. 26, xxxiv. 28, &c. 
The above instances are sufficient in themselves to prove the derivation of the text from a Hebrew 

original. The bulk of the abo1r·e expressions .co?ld hardly, on anr hypoth~sis, have been. written for the first 
time in Greek. But the evidence can be muit1phed fourfold, both m quanuty and conclusiveness. 

20, Dillographit: renderings of tke same Hebrew pkrase, and expressions in tlze Greell implying dillographs 
in Ike Hebrew JlfS. before Ike trans/a/or. 

In T. Naph. iii. 5 dwo tcaTOttc"t/crlas •• • T~as "I" -yijv dotl<TfTOv is a clear instance of dittography. The 
original may have been :ieit• ,!,x, which is twice rendered in the Greek. In vi. 2 the impossihle p.rrrrov Taplxwv 
l1CTK Ya.VTwv is due to the same cause. µ.rcrrov Taplxwv = o•m~c ec,o, a corruption of o•n~o ec,:i = bmis 
vawwv. One more will here suffice. In viii. 4, 6 there are a strophe and an anti~trophe. Th~ lat~er consists 
of six lines, but the former of seven. Now if we compare them closely, we discover the s1~ hn~s of _the 
antistrophe correspond line for line to the first six lines in the stroph~. . Thus the seventh lme 1s !gamst 
the structure of the stanza. It is also against the sense. How then did 1t come to be here? We discover 
the reason the moment we retranslate into Hebrew. The genuine line "al b ,cv~ d-yamjo-u v,-w.s (cf. the 
corresponding line in the antistrophe Kai l, ,cvpws l'-'<17JCTEt avrov) = C!l:lilN• D'M~t(\ which was written corruptly 

a second time as D::>!MM' D'::>M~"'· . . 
30. Paronomasiae which are /os/ in Ike Greek can be restored by re/rans/at,on znlo Hebrt'I!'. . 
We can recover more than a dozen of these by retranslatio!l, the most of them havmg to do ,with the 

names of the patriarchs, i.e. on Simeon, Gershom, Kohath, Meran, J<><:hebed, Ju~, l s~char, Gad, Zebulun, 
Naphtali, Bilhah, Asher, Benjamin. See my edition or the . £?rte~ Versions, pp. xxv1-xxv11. . 

4o. Many passages wlzidi are obscure or w!tolly unmlell1gz'/Jle 111 Ike Greek become dear on rtlra11slaho11. 
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In T. Reub. iv. 9 7ro.Ua i71'oi,pE ain-i; where the text is speaking of Potiphar's wift: trying to ensnare 
Joseph, cannot be ri~ht. As Perles has pointed out, ,!, l'1l.,n is corrupt for ,!, l.,tcn, i. e. 'she lay in wait 
for him'. 

In T. Sim. iii. 6 Kal. .\0171'oV UVJJ,71'«fN'i -rip 4,901100µ,lv'I! 
Kat uvyy1vli'1UKEl TO~ t«i)'«71'<00'&vt a~OV 
Kat OliTWi 71'al/('T41 'TOV 4,fJovov • • 

cannot be right and as Perles recognizes the error lies in d.ya71'<00'w which is against the parallelism and sense. 
Here -ro'ii d.y. al.,.uv = ,•lnN, corrupt fur ''l'M 'those hostile to him'. 

In T. Lev. ii. 8 the second heaven is sa.id to be brighter and more brilliant than the first, ;v y'/ip «al Ul/,o<Z 
lv a~ip «71'npov. Clearly there is something wrong her~. _The g~eater brig~tness of the seco~d h_eaven cannot 
be due to its greater loftiness. The error, therefore, hes m the 111/Jo<Z. This word= ill~, w~tch ts ~o~pt (o~ 
ill~l = </>w<; or </,lyyoi. Thus the brightness of the second heaven was due to a boundless hght (~ a1l'E&p011) 
that was therein. This light may have been physical, if we may adopt the Talmudic view, which represents 
the sun, moon, and stars as being in the second heaven (Chag. 12b), 

In T. Jud. ix. 3 «al. t~p(h,t vEKfJOi lv opn 1:,E{p, «al. 1l'OfMVOJJ,Evo, lv 'Avovy,o.µ, a.71'l9avw (fl, S1}, the words 
Kal. . . • ,J..,,.lfJavEv are omitted by a as unintelligible. But a comparison with the Midrash Wajjissau where 
the same incident is recounted shows that this clause belongs to the original text, and in the form in which it 
appears in p, $ 1

• Moreover these authorities help us to discover how the corruption in "'"f>Oi arose. 
HKpoi = rt)ll, whereas the Midrash has n)ru = -rffpa.vµ,a-rurµ,lvo<; . Thus Esau was wounded on Mount Seir 
and died as he was passing over Anoniram. 

T. Jud. xxi. 6 ol fLEII tK1v8vvEVOIIO"tvt al)(JJ,«Aw-ri{oµEIIOI, ol 8, 71'MVTOVO'&V dp-,r~Olf'T(i Tei d.Uwpta. Here 
instead of K1vovv,110110"iv, we require a verb forming an antithesis to 11'Mv-roiiuw. Now «w8vv,:vol1Uw = u,~ 
(late Hebrew) which in earlier Hebrew= 7f"TWXEVovu,v. 

T. Zeb. ix. 2 ((lfl 0( Eli 7ro.Ua 8tatpE6<00'111,.,, yij &.4'«11,,Et awo., Ka~ ylvoVTa, t~«a-raf/>poV11"at. Here, as Perles 
has pointed out, ,vKa-ra,J,p(,V11"« = lD~~. which is either a corruption or secondary form of'~~=' melt away', 
'vanish'. The same corruption underlies ~ il&,p ttIXP110"1'ovt ( = 'as useless water') = Cl'DMCl Cl'C!I, corrupt 
for Cl'Dt:>l ci•c:, ' vanishing away as water'. 

In T. Jos. xi. 7 l7r.A.~9vv& ain-ov lv XPVCT{w Ka, d.pyvp{~ Kal tlpy~t(a). P, A omit Kal ll"Y'f as unintelligible. 
But by retranslation the source of the corruption springs to light. lpy'f! = iT1lJ7, which the translator read as 
"'J:l~ = lpy~, but which he should have read as n,~v, = 'household servants'. 

The above form a small part of the passages where the Greek text has to be retranslated in order 
to discover the source of the corruption. In all these passages there is no divergence between the 
MSS. and Versions. In the next section we shall discuss only those passages in the text where the 
MSS. and Versions attest different readings, a generally standing in opposition to /J, A, S. 

By means of the evidence thus forthcoming we hope to advance a stage further than we have yet 
reached. We have proved that our book is derived from an Hebrew original: we shall now try and 
prove that a and fJ did not originate in the Greek but are derived respectively from two distinct 
Hebrew recensions Ha and HB. 

§ 9. THE TWO G1u:1::K TYPES OF TEXT, a AND #, APPEAR TO BE DERIVED FROM TWO 
HEBREW RECENSIONS, Ha AND HB. 

a and ~ are not, strictly speaking, Greek recensions ; for their chief variations appear not to 
ha':e originated in the Greek, but to go back to diverse ~orms of text already existing in the Hebrew, 
which we denote as Ha and HB. Of these two recens1ons, Ha and HB, sometimes one gives the 
correct text, sometimes the other. According to the most likely hypothesis Ha was first translated 
into Greek, i.e. a, and then HB was rendered into Greek by a translator who had a before him. In 
regard to the Book of Daniel the same hypothesis is necessary. The LXX version was undoubtedly 
made first, and subsequently that of Theodotion from a Semitic text diverging considerably from 
that used by the translator of the LXX version, not merely in individual readings but also in the 
~ubject-matter, especially in Daniel iv. Now in the case of the text before us the same phenomenon 
JS repeat~d, but on a very_ much smaller scale .• In T . Lev. ii. 7-:iii, the description of the Three 
Heavens _is more or less faithfully handed down 10 a A i whereas ID the corresponding chapters in 
~. there ts an_ «!-ccount. of the Seven Heav~ns. There 1s no good ground for assuming that this 
divergence ongmated 1_n the ~reek and not ID the Hebrew ; for such duplicate accounts of the same 
event are fou~d occast?nally m the Hebrew books of the O.T., and in the Zadokite Fragments. 
Moreover, I will now give a few of the passages, where a and ~ undoubtedly presuppose variations 
in the Hebrew. The variants will be underlined. 

T. Ben j. xii. z (a) iKo,µ71671 li71'YCf1 Ka.\cii. 

Here HB (i.e. p, A) is undoubtedly right. 
(P, A) &'1t'i()a.v< • • • Jv 'Y11P'L Ka.Acp. 

In Hartl•~(= y,jpH) was corrupted into rn~ = mie. The same 
288 



INTRODUCTION 

corruption was present in bo~h Ha and _HS 1n T. Zeb. ~- 6; T. Dan vii. 1 (c); T. Ash. viii. 1 ; T. Jos. xx. 4 ; 
whe~s both Hebrew recens1ons we!e nght m T. Iss. vu. 9. The above conclusion is confirmed by the fact 
~t ID the Hebrew .T~t. Naph. _1. 1 we find n:nc n::i•~. Though this Testament is not the original 
1.estament of Naphtali, 1t preserves m several passages a more original text than the Greek. 

T. Ash. vi. 6 (a) ,l.u4'lfJEt a-brov dt {Clllp' alwvwv. ({J, A) 1rapap.v8f!iTat avrov lv ~wij. 

Here. H4 is right and not HS. The angel of peace, who is mentioned earlier in the veri:e conducts the good 
soul mto eternal.life. Here ,lu4,lpct = nm•, which in HS was corrupted into om•. b&r,y~i. would have been 
the us~l r~ndenng of nru•, as "'.e find in T. ~enj. vi. 1.1> yap a.yy,AO<; ~ E:,W,.,,,.,11 l.8.ry,, '"1" 1/roriv avroii. The 
LXX 1mphes th~ s9:me corru~tton of nm• mto cm• m I Sam. xxii. 4; Isa. lvii. 18, and Symmachus the 
converse corrupuon m Job xxxix. 25. 

T. Reub. iv. I (a) p.ox.80VVT,t lv lpyo,-. ,ca).oi,. ,cal. lv (P) p.ox8owm b, lpyms _1eal. d7:.~"'Aa!:'~~~0 , lv ypa.p.-
-ypo.p.p.a.O'cv, -- p.a.crtv. 

Here a, which. is in part sueported ,by A, is clearly right. lv lpyoi-. KaAoi-. = C•'"!r,• D'Ol/C::l, of which C''"I~• 
was corrupted m HS mto D""I~ = Kat d,r01rA«vwp.,voi. • 

T. Ash. vi. 5 (a) M'( 'Y°'P 1r0""1prL ,; "1vri d1rlpxn-a.,.. (P, A) M'f. yo.p Tn-apayp.W17,; i/rox~ O.fl'(PXETClt, 

Here nl!i'IJM ( = Tffapa.yp.l.,,,.,} in HS was corrupted in Ha into n]l~"'I = .,,0 .,,,.,p&.. 

T. Jos. iv. 7 {aae/) d.vm/,w,v,{Kft, (bg, A) lcrtW'"]O'f., 

Here Ha read nn"'IMn which was a corruption of HS n~nnn. 

T. Jos. iv. 3 (a) ~ &AtO'f'T/To-. a~11. (P, A) ~ Alyvfl"f'la11. 

Here Ha = ~·~ 'from her snares' (so Perles, but neither 8o.X,o-. nor its derivatives ever render this 
Hebrew word in the LXX) : or = nn•c-mc and HS n•,mc. 

T. Zeb. iv. 3 (a) d.1r,8ofh, = '"!Or>.l. (P, A) l1rpa.l},, = ~!:).). 

The above instances are sufficient to establish the existence of two distinct types of text in the 
Hebrew-Ha, HS. For over thirty other passages in the Testaments where the variatio11s postulate 
the same conclusion see Introd. to my Text,§ 12. 

§ IO, DATE OF THE ORIGINAL HEiiREW. 

The date of the original Hebrew is not difficult to determine. Thus Reuben (T. Reub. vi. 10-I 1) 

admonishes his sons: 'Draw ye near to Levi in humbleness of heart, that ye may receive a blessing 
from his mouth ... because him hath the Lord chosen to be king over all the nation.' Here a high­
priest who is also king is referred to. Such a combination of officers naturally makes us think of the 
Maccabean priest-kings of the second century n.c. Moreover, the possibility of doubting this reference 
is excluded by the words that immediately follow: 'And bow down before his seed; for on our 
behalf it shall die in wars visible and invisible and shall be among you an eternal king.' A similar 
statement is made in T. Sim. v. 5. Thus the high-priest is not only to be high-priest and civil ruler, 
but also a warrior. That the Maccabean high-priests are here designed cannot b~ reasonably 
doubted. But the identification becomes undeniable as further marks and tokens of this priestly 
dynasty come to light. Thus it is said that this priesthood shall be called by a new name 
(T. Lev. viii. 14). Now the Maccabean higb:P-riests were the first Jew:ish priests to assume the title 
'priests Qf the MDBt B 1gb C iod '-J:he •i1Je..anciently:lioroe by Melchizedek .. ano applied to the 
Maccabean high-priests in Jubilees, the Assumption of Moses, Josephus, and the Talmud. A kindred 
title of the same significance is applied according to a growing body of expositors to Simon the 
Maccabee in Ps. ex. In due accord with these facts our text (T. Lev. viii. 14) declares that a new 
name should mark the new priesthood. 

But the praises accorded in this book could not apply to all the Maccabean priest-kings; for, 
since it was written by a Pharisee, it could not have been composed after the breach arose between 
John Hyrcanus and the Pharisees towards the close of the second century~- c. !bus the date of 
composition lies between 153, when Jonathan the Maccabee assumed the high-priesthood, and the 
year of the breach of Hyrcanus with the Pharisees. But the limits can be determined more closely. 
To only one membe~ of t?e M~ccabean dy~asty are ~he p~ophetic &ifts assigned in .our text (T. 
Lev. viii. 15) in conJunct1on with the functions of kmgsh1p and priesthood. Now m all Jewish 
history the triple offices were ascribed to only one individual, John Hy~c~nus. Hence we c~>nclude 
that the Testaments were written between 137 and 107 B. c. But the hm1ts may be fixed still more 

• Since 1t11>.ois would be the stock rendering of ci•.lU), it is possible that this word stood in H" and was corrupted 
into D'JIU~1 in HII, 
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definitely. For the text refers most probably to the destruction of Samaria, T. Lev. vi. II. In 
that case our book was written between 109 and 107 B. c. (see my edition, pp. 1-liii). 

§ 1 J. INTEGRITY, AUTHORSHIP, SOURCES. 

The groundwork, which consists of about eleven-twelfths of the Testament::;, after t~e removal 
of the Jewish and Christian additions (§§ 12, 13), presents, it must be confessed, a certam want of 
coherenc<', anci the parts dealing with the duty of submission to Levi, or to Levi and Judah jointly, 
come in at times very abruptly. Notwithstanding, I accept on the whole the unity of the book; for 
its two main characteristics-the strictly l:Iasid element in the book and its loyal acceptance of the 
Maccabean dynasty-belong to the period to which our author belongs and to none other before or 
after. Furthermore, both these parts of the book are universalistic in tone. On the other hand, 
much of the unevenness of the book may be due to the use of sources and to faulty transmission of 
the text. 

The author was a Pharisee of the early type. He was an upholder of the Law and of the 
Temple sacrifices: he looked for the Messianic kingdom and the resurrection of the body to a new 
life therein. He taught the duties of chastity, truthfulness, forgiveness, self-control, and temperance. 
Our author has drawn freely on earlier books and traditions. He shows a wide acquaintance with 
the O.T., Sirach, and 1 Enoch, as well as of other ancient works-such as the account of the War of 
Jacob and his sons against the Amorites utilized in T. Jud. iii-vii, Jubilees xxxiv. 1-9, the Miclrash 
Wajjissau (see my Text, pp. 235-8), and the Book of ]asher: the account of the war between Jacob 
and Esau utilized in T. Jud. ix, Jubilees xxxvii-xxxviii, and the Jalkut Shimeoni i. 132. 

Another very important source for the T. Levi has just been discovered in the lost Hebrew 
document, from which the Aramaic and Greek fragments are printed in my Greek V ersio11s of tlte 
Testaments, pp. 245-56, and translated in my Testaments of the Twelve PatriarcllS, pp. 228-35. This 
source deals with the temple ritual of the second century B. c. and is therefore of great importance 
from an historical stand point. 

Our author drew also upon a Hebrew document dealing with the 'Two Ways' in the T. Asher 
and upon Jewish tradition generally on a great variety of points. 

§ 12. JEWISII ADDITIONS TO THE ORIGINAL WORK. 

A large body of these additions can be classed under one head, as interpolated at a certain 
period and written with a well-de::fincd object. The period was about 70-40 B. c., and the object of 
the additions was the overthrow of the Maccabean high-priesthood, which in the first century n. c. 
had become guilty of the most abandoned lewdness and baseness. 

1°. First century additions:­
T. Lev. x, xiv-xvi. 
T. Jud. xvii. 2-xviii. l (?), xxi. 6-xxiii, xxiv. 4-6. 
T. Zeb. ix. 
T. Dan v. 6-7, vii. 3 (?). 
T. Naph. iv. 
T. Gad viii. 2. 
T. Ash. vii. 4-7. 
In these passages the nation is declared to be guilty of apostasy· the laying waste of the 

Temple is predicted, and a second captivity: a redemption of the nation ~ither by God Himself or 
by a Messiah sprung from Judah, and a blessed return to their own land. In all these respects these 
passages agree with the Psalms of Solomon, which belong to the same period. 
. ;Another characteristi~ of these additions is their frequent citation of the Enoch literature. The 

citations cannot be ~ound 10 1 ~noch, but bear. a clo~ affinity to c~rtain passages in ~ Enoch, whence 
we maf re='5onably infer. the existence of certam portions of that literature, which were subsequently 
embodied 10 some form m 2 Enoch. 

2°. Other additions of various dates:­
T. Reub. ii. 3-iii. 2. 
T. Lev. xvii. 1-9. 
T. Zeb. vi. 4-61 vii-viii. 3. 
T. Jos. x. 5-xviii. 
On this section see my edition, pp. lvii-lxi. 
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§ I 3· CHRISTIAN ADDITIONS. 

The~ additions ar~ ~ound in nearly a!l. the Te~taments and wer~ made at different periods. 
The dommant charactenst1c of all these additions (which are bracketed m the following translations 
and a full list of which is given in my edition, pp. lxi-lxv) is their dogmatic characte1·. They alway~ 
import dogmatic Christian statements into a Jewish text, to which they are naturally alien in 
character. A few English scholars on the ground of these undoubted interpolations have proceeded 
to infer that all other passages common to the Testaments XII Patriarchs and the N.T. must have 
been interpolated in the former from the latter. But these scholars have failed to observe the 
characteristic differences between the two sets of passages in question. In the case of the first we 
have dogmatic Cltristian statemmts interpolated in a 'Jewish work at variance not 011/y with the 
teaclti11g a11d cltaracler of tkat work as a wllOlt, !mt also at variance with their respective conterts. 
But in regard t o the second, we have ethical sayings and teachings, which are in harmony not only with 
tlu spirit of tlu /Jook as a whole, !mt also with their respective contexts. The ethical teaching, while 
very much loftier than that of the O.T., is yet its true spiritual child, and, though not so pure and 
sublime as that of the N.T., is a product of the school that prepared the way for the N.T. 

It is.hard to understand the mental attitude of those who regard these ethical teachings as 
Christian interpolations. Three-fourths of these teachings have no direct parallels in the N. T ., and 
they stand practically on the same level as the rest, which are parallel to, or rather have exercised 
a direct influence on, the N.T. The only reasonable conclusion is that these ethical teachings belong 
to the original Testaments. 

Fragments of an ethical tradition which was largely independent of the O.T. are preserved in 
the Story of Ahikar. That this story with its moral goes back to a very ancient date we now know, 
since Aramaic fragments of the fifth century B.c. have been recently discovered. For the account 
of this story the reader should consult Dr. Rendel Harris' study of it at the close of this volume. 
Now our author appears to have borrowed a few of his sayings from this story. Thus-

Ahikar, Syr. Version 28 (Syr. 28; Arab. 19b, 58b). 
• If thine enemy meet thee with evil meet him 
with wisdom ' (' with good' Syr. Frag. :?O ). 

Greek version preserved in Aesop. xxvi. 6 Toi, ,~ 
1r,,.£n-,v "~ +tol'C', clllc\ ailyxci,pt:· q,8ovwv -yap U(4VTOV 

piillor /JA.ai{,E&\;. 

T. Jos. xviii. 2 ' If any one seeketh to do evil 
to thee do him a good turn, and pray for him, and 
so from all evil shall ye be redeemed of the Lord '. 
Cf. T. Benj. iii. 3. 

T. Gad iii. 3 (o p.wwv) T~ KQ.Top8oum +eol'EL. vii. 1 

lo.v & Et\; ~,p ;,p.u\; Efu&iiTcu p.~ AtnrE«r8E, d.U.' EVXEafJ, 
lJ7r(p a.broii iva. TEMlClli Eoo8oiiTcu (b deg A$'). 2 ,col 
,a... brl 7r'AfLOI/ ~tc,iiTcu, " ~ +eol'flTE. T. Sim. iii. 6 
aul',rd,i T~ +GovouJLl"'t'• 

These parallels are close ; but it will be observed how our author has touched to finer issues 
and glorified what he has borrowed, far above t he highest imaginings of Ahi.kar. 

Ahikar Syr. 19 (Syr. Frag. 7) 'My son, go not T. Reub. iv. 1 I'~ ol'.., 1rpoalxET,, TiKva. !'Ou, Kci~~ 
after the beauty of a woman: and lust not yu11CM.Kwv. Cf. T. Jud. xvii. 1; T. Iss. iv. 4. T. Benj. 
after her in thy heart.' viii. 2 c\ lxwv Su£1'0,a.v Kdapc\v (/3 S1) • •• oux 6fki yuvaiKa. 

,t, 'll'Opl'E&el'. 

With the above we might compare Matt. v. 28 ru\; c\ fJA.hw yuvciiKci 1rp~ To l1n8ul'ijau, auri)v ~8,, lp.olxOHTEV 
a~ Iv ,j 1tcip8£f cim,v. 

Once more in T. Jos. iii. 5 the words, which Joseph uses with regard to himself, Ea.11 at a1rE<>11p.E, 
O nptOf p.ov OU/OJI OV/C l'lr&JIOJI Ka~ EAaµ.jlawJI fJ,OV 1'7/U Tpo</)~U Kai lT,£T,ovJ1 avn,11 TO,S 'lrf J/1/0W, Seem to ~ used 
deliberately to contrast his conduct with that of Nadan the nephew of Ahikar, w!'o acted m the 
opposite fashion, when he believed Ahikar was dead. As Drs. James .and Hams have alrea~y 
pointed out, the story of Ahikar lies at the base of the Parable of the Wicked Servant, Matt. xxiv. 
48-51 I Luke xii. 45-6. 

§ 14. I NFLUENCE ON J EWISH AND PATRISTIC LITERATURE. 

See my edition pp. lxxiv-lxxviii. 

§ 15. INFLUENCE ON THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

Since the influence of the Testaments on the N.T. has been very extensive only some of .the 
chief instances of this influence can be touched on here. The reader c~n consult. my edition. 
pp. Ixxviii-xcii, where it is shown that the Sermon on the Mount reflects m several instances the 
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spirit and even reproduces the very phrases of our text: that many passages in the Gospels exhibit 
traces of the same, and that St. Paul seems to have used the book as a vade 11zectm1. 

1. Forgiveness. Matt. xviii . 15 lav Si c1,-..11p711CJ!I T. Gad vi. 3 (/3) ic£11 TLI clf'~O'EL et, O'E ,l,r~ iv 
,i cio,.,\~~ <TO\! t'lfll"(( i>.,ytov QVTOV p.ETalu CTOV Kat aihoi) ai,r«;; lv dp71v?7 • • • Kat icb . • . fHTCIIIO,\IF?J a+•, CltlTti. 
µ.ovov. 

xviii. 35 EQV ,...11 ~T£ tKaCTTo<; 'T'f aO()..q,f llln"OV cl..-o Vi~ 6 ~(Tl)Xa<TW /1-11 l).lyfnt• \". 7 4+e9 mm; 11,ro 
TWV ICBpS,wv .:i,-..wv. ICClpS,11,. 

With the nbon: we must take Luke xvii. 3 U.v ~&p-rn ,; J.8'>..,t>o,. a-o•• l11n,,-..'lcrov aiiT«;;, Kat i«\v f1,ET0.1'0'11F?J 
&+,, CIUT~. • 

That the N.T. passages are here dependent cannot be reasonably denied. 
2 . Duty of loving God and our neighbour. T. Dan v. 3 llym,n\Hn Tov icup,011 lv 1r"°1J -rti t,111ft 

Matt. xxii. 3 7- 9 cl.ya1")0'£L9 ICUpLOV 'TOV (l<ov ITO\J iv o>.n Ufl,WI' ICCIL a>.>.11>.ou, lv ci>..11IJtvfi Kap8{'!-• 
. . • TYi +uxn O'OU ... &ya1r71um TOI' 11'>.'IJO'LOV O'OU c:i, 11(4\JTOI'. 

Our text, which enunciates the same duty twice elsewhere, T. lss. v. 2, vii. 6, is the first literatory 
authority to conjoin the two great commands of love to God and love to our neighbour. These 
commandments are given separately in Deut. vi. 5 and Lev. xix. 18. In the latter passage and 
possibly in our text the sphere of neighbourhood is limited to Israelites, but in our Lord's use there 
is no limit of race or country. 

3°. Various borrowings of ideas or diction. 
Matt. XXV. 35, 36 l-rr,,vaam yap ICCIL i&wicaTl !'0l 

+ayELI' , . . ,jaitl"'laa ,cul l.1rEaKllj,M8l /'E, l.v +u>.u,cyj 
-li,-..TJV Kat 71.\0aTE ,rpo,; /J-f. 

Luke ii. 19 O'UVETIJPU Ta P'lf"CITCI TCIUTCI •.. l.v TYi 
icapSL~ uu~,. 

Acts xii. I I I.Em'll'EO'TEL~, .. o icup,09 TOI' ciyyt>.ov mUTCHi 
icai. if,l>.u-ro /'E EiC XELf>09. 

John i. 9 TO +w, ... g +wTLtEL 'll'Al'TCI ciifp111..-011. 

T. Jos. i. 51 6 lv >.,p..; O'VNO')(l9'Jv Kat aiiT~ b ICll/ff.O .. 
S,l8pt+l f.LE • • • lv aat.vdf ~P.'I" ico.i. A KVpl.09 l'll'1aicl­
+anS fl,E, l.v +c,>.aicff ;ifl,'JI' Kilt 8,os /J-Ol! lxap{Tl,)(Ti /1-f• 

T. Lev. vi. 2 O'UVET'lpou" TOUI >.oyOUI nwo~ iv Tjj 
Kapo{,q. p.ov. 

T. Sim. ii. 8 b Oto~ •.. d.,rlum>.., 'TOV /J.yy,Aov aVTOi.i 
KllL lppvuuTU UVTOII (K TWV xu.pwv p.ov. 

T. Lev. xiv. 4 TO ~ TOV vop.ov 'TO &8~ •• Et, +CIITI.OJl,01' 
'lr«l'TOI d.v8pc.i1rou. 

T. Benj. vi. 4 ouic l'll'L8lxeTC11. Sofav ••. llifpc.i'll'wv 
(/3-a, S1

). 

4°. The Pauline borrowings are too numerous to be dealt with here. The reader can consult 
my text. There are over seventy words which are common to the Testaments and the Pauline 
Epistles, but which arc not found in the rest of the N.T. Only a few of the most notable passages 
where St. Paul draws upon the Testament will here be appended : 

J Thess. ii. 16 i+eaO'EI' SE l.,r' CIUTOU9 ,j c\p~ ( + TOU 
e,oii D E F G , Itala. \" u lg.) its TD.GI. 

Rom. i. 32 ov p.6vov ain-a 'll'OLOUO'LV cl.>..Aa ICCIL O'UV£U8o-
lCOUO'LI' TOLi 'll'PMO'OUO'LV. 

xii. 2 r 11£icu iv Ti? llya8ii To icaicov. 
I Cor. iv. 4 oM,v ..• lf&a.UTcii O'Uvo,Sa. 
vii. 5 ,-..~ cl'll'OO'TEpELTE d~>.11>.011'>, EL fi'lTL tvm 

O')(OMO"IJTE Tyj fff)OO'EUXD· 
2 Cor. vii. JO ,j yc.p ICQTQ 8tov >.uff'l fl,(TUIIOLCII' ELI 

O'IIITTJPLO.I' a,~ETCl/J-(A7JTOI' lpy«tETal. 

T. Lev. vi. I I l4f,8ME Si Cl~TOUI 'I c\py~ TOr 01oi.i ELI 
Ti>.09. 

T. Ash. vi. 2 ,cml. ,rpdcnrouO'L To KaK01•, ,cul O'Ul'Eu80-
1COUO'LI' TOLi 1rpAO'O'OVO'LI' (a). 

T. Benj. iv. 3 ow°" To clyu8011 1ro,cii11 111,ci TO ,c11ic611. 
T. lss. vii. J ot.K ly11111, iv ip.ol. d.µ.apT{uv . 
T. Naph. v_iii. 8 Ka.lfJO'> yo.p uvvo\JIT{as yvv1uKo,;, Kai 

ICCILpc>I lyicpBTELCII Et, 'll'f)OO'EUX~" G.UTOU. 
T. Gad v. 7 ,j yap ICBM 810v d>..118.;,r; fl,ETGl'OLCI • 

o&TJYEL TO Ota/3ov>..1ov ,rpo, O'WTTJpLG.1'. 

§ 16. THEOLOGY, FORGl\"ENESS, THE Two GREAT COMMANDMENTS, UNI\'l£RSAL1SM, nu: 
MESSIAH, TIIE RESUl,RECTION, Tl-IE AN1'1CHR1ST.1 

Forgivmess.-We have in our text a passage of truly epoch-making importance. Its importance 
cannot be grasped until we contrast the teaching of the New Testament with that of the Old on the 
ques~io!1 o~ man's fo~gJveness of his ?eig!1~ur. In the New Testament from the first page to the 
last 1t 1s either exphc1tly stated or 1mphc1tly understood that a man can only receive the divine 
forg!veness on condition that he forgives his neighbour. . Indeed, in their essential aspects, these two 
forgivenesses arc seen to be one and the same. But m the Old Testament it is very different. 
There, i'hdeed, God's forgiveness is granted, without money and without price, to the sinner who 
truly seeks it. But the penitent in the Old Testament could accept and enjoy the divine pardon 
and yet cherish the most bitter feelings towards his own personal enemy. David on bis death-bed 
shows this unforgiving spirit when he charges Solomon not to let Joab's hoar head go down to the 
grave in peace; and commands him to deal similarly with Shimei, though David had promised to 

1 This section is reprinted in the main from my edition of the Testan:.ents, pp. xcii sqq. 
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prese':'e his life. There is certainly the notable instance of Joseph's forgiveness of his brethren; 
but thts act of grace on Joseph's part does not seem to have impressed later O.T. writers or led them 
to urge .Joseph's conduct therein, as wort~y of imitation. There is, of course, the nobl~ passage on 
the subJect of benefi~ence to o~e s ene!11y 1~ Prov. xxv. 21: zz: 'If thine enemy be hungry, give him 
b~ead to eat; And 1( he be thirsty. give ~1m water to drink. For thou shalt heap coals of fire on 
his head, And the Lord shall reward thee. But to show how far these words are from representing 
the attitude w!1ich the saints should adopt to those who wronged them. we have only to turn back 
!o t~t: preceding chal?ter (Prov. xxiv. 17, 18), where we receive this remarkable piece of advice, 

ReJotce not when thme enemy falleth, And let not thine heart be glad when he is overthrown : 
Lest the Lord see it and it displease Him, And He turn away His wrath from him.' Moreover the 
righteous man can pray to God to make him strong enough to pay out his enemies: • Do tho~, O 
Lord, have mercy upon me, and raise me up, that.I may requite them' (Ps. xli. 10). Thus we may 
conclude on the whole that in the Old Testament the saint as well as the sinner could indulge in 
resentful feelings or even in personal vengeance. 

Now that we have grasped the conflicting attitudes of the Old and New Testaments on this great 
moral and religious question, we are able to appreciate the value of the contribution which the Testa­
ments make in this direction. This contribution is found in T. Gad vi. 3-7 (see also§ 26, p. lxxviii of my 
edition). These verses, as I have said in my notes, contain the most remarkable statement on the 
subject of forgiveness in all ancient literature. They show a wonderful insight into the true psycho­
logy of the question. So perfect are the parallels in thought and diction between these verses and 
Luke xvii. 3, Matt. xviii. 15. 35, that we must assume our Lord's acquaintance with them. The meaning 
of forgiveness in both cases is the highest and noblest known to us, namely, the restoring the offender 
to communion with us, which he had forfeited through his offence. And it is likewise the essence 
of the divine forgiveness-God's restoration of the sinner to communion with Him, a communion 
from which his sin had banished him. But, though such is the meaning of forgiveness in the full 
sense of the word, our author is aware that it is often impossible to attain to such a perfect relation 
with the offender. Thus forgiveness comes often to be synonymous with banishing the personal 
feeling of resentment which rises within us when we suffer wrong, and which, when indulged, leads 
to hate. When we have achieved this right attitude towards the offender the way is always open for 
his return to a right relation with us, and so far as we do so we reflect the attitude of God Himself 
to His erring children. 

For the further prosecution of the parallels the reader should consult p. 292. We now see the 
importance of our text. It shows that pre-Christian Judaism possessed a noble system of ethics on 
the subject of forgiveness. By the early school of the .1:Jasidim, or the pious ones of the Psalms, 
the best elements of the Old Testament had been taken up, studied and developed, and the highly 
ethical code of conduct deduced therefrom had been carried out in actual life by these ancient 
Quietists. But when Pharisaism, breaking with the ancient ideals of its party, committed itself to 
political interests and movements, and concurrently therewith surrendered itself more and more 
wholly to the study of the letter of the Law, it soon ceased to offer scope for the further development 
of such a lofty system of ethics as the Testaments attest, and so the true successors of the early 
l;lasids and their teaching quitted Judaism and found their natural home in the bosom of primitive 
Christianity. 

Duty of lovi11g God a11d one's neiglt/Joztr.-lt is remarkable that the famous command in the 
Gospels that embodies all duty in itself, 'Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart .. . . 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself' (Mark xii. 30, 31)-is already found in the Testaments, 
though less emphatically and vigorously stated. Thus in T . Iss. v. z ~e have, ' Love the Lor~ and 
your neighbour'; T. Dan. v. 3, • Love the Lord through all your hfe, And on_e an~ther with a 
true heart'; and again in T. Iss. vii. 6, lssachar declares, 'I loved the Lord; L1kew1se also every 
man with all my heart.' . . . 

Various ethical teacnings.-The Testaments deal lar~ely with the questions o~ hatred, ly1!1g, 
envy, hate, lust, covetousness and the virtues of long-suffe~m~, truthf~lness, love, punty, generosity, 
and the like. We can touch here only on a few of their pithy saymgs on such s~bJects. ,:~us: 
• Anger is blindness, and does not suffer one to see the ~ace of ~y man with trut~ (T. Dan .u. 2). 
' Hatred, therefore is evil ; for it constantly mateth with ly!ng (T. G~d v. I).. Envy d?~!lates 
the whole mind of man' (T. Sim. iii. i), ' it has no rest while the obJeCt of 1t pros~ (w. 3) : 
• Deliverance therefrom cometh through the fear of God ' (iii. 4). Wherefore ' If a ma~ P,rospereth 
more than you, do not be vexed, but pray for him that he may have pe~fect prosperity. (T. Ga_d 
vii. 1). 'When envy goes a man's mind is lightened, so that he can enJoy the ~ell-hem~ o~ his 
former rival • (T. Sim. iii. 5, 6 ). A man is ' not to keep a led~er accoun~ .. of the evil d?ne ht~ by 
his neighbour' (T. Zeb. viii. 5), a clause that St. Paul borrows m I Cor. xm. 5, where .\oyL(uaL ro ,cair.ou 
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j._ wrongly rendered in A.V. by' thinketh no evil', and misleading in R.V. by' taketh not account 
of evil', 

As regards the questions of temperance and total abstinence, what better adyice could be given 
than that of this old writer: ' If ye drink wine with gladness, be ye modest with the fear of God. 
For if in your gladness the fear of God departeth, then drunkenness ~i~th and shamelessness 
stealeth in. But if you would Jive soberly do not touch wine at all, lest ye sm m wo~ds of outrage ••. 
and perish before your time' (T. Jud. xvi. 2-3). 'Be not drunk with wine; for wme tumeth away 
the mind from truth and inspireth the passion of lust ... and if the occasion of lust be present, he 
worketh the sin and is not ashamed' (T. Jud. xiv. 1- 3). 

Universa/£sm.-Although the Testaments were written about the same date as the Book of 
Jubilees and both books were the work of Pharisees, the views of the two authors were widely 
sundered on some of the greatest questions, and particularly on that of the destiny of the 
Gentiles. The author of Jubilees taught that there was no hope for the Gentiles: God had 
placed them under angelic guardians with the object of accomplishing their destruction (xv. 31). 
Moreover, the Jew who intermarried with them should be put to death, and the man who gave his 
daughter in marriage to a Gentile should be stoned with stones (xxx. 7-17). How different the 
spirit of the author of the Testaments. A true son of the larger-hearted O.T. prophets, he 
proclaims the salvation of the Gentiles. The promised time has come. The kingdom is already 
established, and all the Gentiles will be saved through Israel. In the Judgement the conduct of the 
best heathen will form the norm according to which Israel shall be judged. The teachings of the 
author on this question will be found in the note on T. Benj. ix. 2. 

The first century B. c. additions are likewise characterized by the same Universalism. The 
Law was given to lighten every man, and the Gentiles were to be saved through the example and 
teaching of Israel (T. Lev. xiv. 4). The same view of the destiny of the Gentiles is found in the 
Pss. of Solomon (xvii. 32), though it is perhaps not as favourable as that in these additions. In other 
literature of the first century B. c. a harsher fate is predicted for the Gentiles, as in I Enoch xxxvii­
lxxi and the Assumption of Moses, and in 4 Ezra in the next century. 

The Messialt.-In the original work the Messiah is to be descended from Levi, and not from 
Judah-in other words he is to be first of all priest, and then prophet and king. There are many 
passages expressing this view: T. Reub. vi. 7-12; T. Lev. viii. 14, xviii; T. Jud. xxiv. 1-3; 
T. Dan v. 10, II; T. Jos. xix. 5--9. We have here the attestation of a most remarkable revolution 
in the Jewish expectations of the Messiah. For some thirty or forty years the hope of a Messiah 
from Judah was abandoned in favour of a Messiah from Levi. But with the breach of Hyrcanus 
with the Pharisees this hope was abandoned, and so we find that in the first-century additions 
the hope of a Messiah from Judah reappears (T. Jud. xxiv. 5-6; T. Naph. iv. 5 (?)). 

The prerogatives and powers ascribed to the priestly Messiah from Levi are very lofty. He 
was to be free from sin (T. Jud. xxiv. 1); to walk in meekness and righteousness (T. Jud. xxiv. 1); 
to establish a new priesthood under a new name (T. Lev. viii. 14), and also be a mediator for the 
Gentiles (T. Lev. viii. 14, emended); likewise he was to be a prophet of the Most High (T. Lev. 
viii. 15); to be a king over all the nation (T. Reub. vi. 11, 12 ; T. Lev. viii. 14); to war against 
Israel's national enemies and against Beliar and the powers of wickedness (T. Reub. vi. 12; T. Lev. 
xviii. 12; T. Dan v. ro), and deliver the captives taken by him, even the souls of the saints 
(T. Dan v. 11); to open Paradise to the righteous (T. Lev. xviii. 10; T. Dan v. u), and give the 
saints to eat of the tree of life (T. Lev. xviii. 11 ). Moreover, he should give the faithful power to 
tread upon evil spirits and bind Beliar ( xviii. 12 ), who should be cast into the fire (T. Jud. xxv. 3) and 
sin should come to an end (T. Lev. xviii. 9). ' 

It was the priestly character of the Maccabean priest-kings that gave rise to the expectation 
that the Messiah was also to be a priest as well as a king. 

The Ren,rrection.-There is to be a resurrection, first of the 0.T. heroes and patriarchs and 
next of the righteous on the right hand and of the wicked on the left (T. Benj. x. 6-8). The ~ne 
of the future kingdom is to be the present earth. It is to last for ever. 

Demo:nology.-_ T_he ~k represents a very d~eloped d~m'?nology as a reference to ' Spirits' in 
Index. II m my edition wdl show. The conception of Behar m the Testaments is very advanced 
for this early date. 

The Anh'cltrist.-In the first century addition, T. Dan v. 6, we have the most ancient authority 
at present known to us for the view which connects the tribe of Dan with Antichrist and helps 
to explain the exclusion of this tribe from the list of the Twelve in the N.T. Apocalypse: 
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Sflllbo/.r and .A.blireviatiims. 
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tJ denotes the MSS. a /J def g of the second class. 
A denotes the Armenian Version. 
A•, Ab*, Ab, AO, &c., denote the Armenian MSS. 
A• denotes the MSS. A•bbll: of the first class. 
AJJ denotes the MSS. Ah•oclefs of the second class. 
51 denotes the first Slavonic recension. 
S1 denotes the second Slavonic recension. 
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T1m TESTAMl-::'IT OF REUBE~, THE FIRST-IIORN SON OF JACOB AND LEAH 

l I The copy of the Testament of Reuben, even the commands which he gave his sons rbefore h.e 
2 died in the hundred and twenty-fifth year of his life 1• Two years after the death of Joseph '"has 
3 brother 1, when Reuben fell ill, his sons and his sons' sons were gathered together to visit him. And 
., he said to them: My children, behold I am dying, and go the way of my fathers. And seeing 

r there 1 Judah, and Gad, and Asher, his brethren, he said to them : Raise me up, that I may tell to 
my brethren and to my children what things I have hidden in my heart, for behold now at length 

5 I am passing away. And he arose and kissed them, and said unto them: Hear, my brethren, and 
6 do ye, my children, give ear to Reuben your father. in the commands which I give unto you. And 

behold I call to witness against you this day the God of heaven, that ye walk not in the sins of 
7 youth and fornication, wherein I was poured out, and defiled the bed of my father Jacob. And 

I tell you that he smote me with a sore plague in my loins for seven months ; and had not my father 
8 Jacob prayed for me to the Lord, the Lord would have destroyed me. For I was thirty years old 
9 when I wrought the evil thing before the Lord, and for seven months I was sick unto death. And 

10 after this I repented with set purpose of my soul for seven years before the Lord. And wine and 
strong drink I drank not, and flesh entered not into my mouth, and I eat no pleasant food; but 
I mourned over my sin, for it was great, such as had not been in Israel. 

2 1 And now hear me, my children, what things I saw concerning the seven spirits of deceit, when 

Tl1"LE. So h i. c is corrupt : b e f add 'regarding thoughts' ; A a• r I 'the Book of the Chronicles, the words of 
Reuben, I- irst (>A") Testament•; Ab 'Testament and words of Reuben from the Book of the Chronicles'. 

1. hundred and twenty-fifth year. This agrees with the Midrash Tadshe (viii. Eppstein's edition) which is itself 
based on Jubilees and the Testaments. It gives Reuben's age as 125, Simeon's as 120, Levi's 137, Dan's 125, 
Judah's 119 (?), Naphtali's 133, Gad's 125, Issachar's 122, Asher's 123, and Joseph's no. 

2. Two years after the death of Joseph. This agrees with Jub. xxviiJ. 11, 24, which says Reuben was bom in 
2122 A.M. ant.I Joseph in 2135. As Joseph died at the age of 110, Reuben lived two yean longer to attain the age 
of 125. 

W. brother. So ad only. 
3- go the way of my fathers. Cf. Joshua xxiii. 14 'Go the way of all the earth•. Cf. 1 Kings ii. a, 10. 
4. Judah, and Gad, and Asher, his brethren. Joseph alone of the other patriarchs addresses his brethren as well 

as bis sons. 
what things I have In my heart. T. S. ii. 1. 
now at length, .. ciri Tov ,vi,, Thus the LXX translates DJ71),i in Gen. xlvi. 30 D]11).i Mft,r:)IC, Cf. dtr' a,,. in 

John i. 51 in some MSS. Also dir' &pr,, Mau. xxvi. 64 ... ci,rcl ,..,v ,vi,, Luke xxii. 69. 
5. Bear, my brethren, and do ye, my children, give ear. So aA•S 1• Cf. T. Jos. i. 2 . This reading suits the 

context better than' hear, my brethren, and give ear' fJ d g Adel; or' hear, my (>d) children, and give ear' dA••. 
6. I call to witneP against you this day. A reminiscence cf. Deut. iv. 26 where Moses calls heaven and earth 

to wime;u, i11,paprupo11a, is, however, unsuitable with ' God', and ltp,c;., ' I adjure,' is more so. Still we might compare 
Exod. XJX. 21 &al'4Pf'Vpa&, 

I was poured out. A classical use of l~1xuS,,r,. Cf. Pindar, /sin. i. 4, 
7. The i!"portance of prayer is .~.mpbasized by '?~r author. Jac~b prays forJu~! T. J~~· xix. 2; for Gad, T. G. 

v. 9; for ~1s ten eldest sons,!· B .. m. 6. Cf. T. S. 11. 2! 13; T. N. VL 8; T. Jos. 111. 3, vu. 4, vnL 1 ; T. B. v. 5, Fasting 
accompaniea prayer, T. Jos. 111. J. 1v. 8, x. 1, 2; T. H, 1. 4. 

8. thirty years old. Jub. xxviii. 11, xxxiii. 1-s says Reuben was only twenty-one. 
9. The chastisement lasted seven months, the penance seven years. 
10. eat no pleuant food. Cf. Dan. x. 3. Reuben practises abstinence for seven years, Simeon fortwo, T. S.iii.4, 

and Judah till old age, T. Jud. xv. 4, xix. 2, in expiation of their sins. Joseph fasts seven years 10 preserve b1SchutitJ 
T.J~. iii.4 .. Issach':I' in h!s right~~ess and ~If-control abstains from wine all his lif~,.T. Isa. vii.3. The righceou: 
man combines fasting with chasuty , T. Jos. 1x. 2: the double-hearted man supersutaously combines f'utmg and 
adultery, T. A. ii. 8, iv. 3. 

such as had not been in lsraeL So c and practically A, Cf. 2 Sam. xiii. 12. 

11. 1. seven spirits of deceit. Origen refers to this passage (Hom. m lontalN 1_sb, ed. J..ommatzecb xi. 143 adtom 
the Testaments ofthe XII Patr. as implying various • Satanae •, Matt. xii. 45 apeaks oheveo evil :ta. ' 

spirits o!.. deceit. The ~estaments .~?Jltain a vast.demonology. The chief of the delllODS is Bellar /NIU/Ill 
(see T. Lev. 111. 3); the Devil, T. N. vm. 4; the Pnnce of Deceit, T. S. ii. 7; T. Jud. xix. 4; or }'OUI' Prfnce (of 
Dan), T. D. v. 6. Beliar's works are opposed to God'a law, T. L xix. 1 ; T. Iss. vi. 1. He rulea cwer diaturbed saaJa, 
T. D. iv. 7, or those w~i~b yie!~ to their evil in~inat~on, T. A. i. 8. He !-9, however, &om the ri&bteoaaanclbepen 
vi the law, T. D. v. 1 ; I . N. vm. 4. The Messiah will make war on Belw and take away from him the captive eoula 
T. D, v. 10; Beliar will be bound, T. L. xviii. u, and cast into the fire, T. Jud. xxv. 3. The evil spirits in general are 
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THE TESTAMENT OF REUBEN 1. 1--8. 6 

2 I repented. Seven spirits therefore are appointed against man, and they are the leaders in the works 
3 of youth. [ And seven other spirits are given to him at his creation, that through them should be 
4 done every work of man. The first is the spirit of life, witl\ which the constitution (of man) is 
5 created. The second is the sense of sight, with which ariseth desire. The third is the sense of 

hearing, with which cometh teaching. The fourth is the sense of smell, with which tastes are given 
6, 7 t? df":w air and breath. T!te fift~ is the power of. speech, with which cometh knowledge. The 

sixth ts the sense of taste, with which cometh the eatmg of meats and drinks ; and by it strength is 
8 produced, for in food is the foundation of strength. The seventh is the power of procreation and 
9 sexual intercourse, with which through love of pleasure sins enter in. Wherefore it is the last in 

order of creation, and the first in that of youth, because it is filled with ignorance, and leadeth the 
youth as a blind man to a pit, and as a beast to a precipice, 

3 1 Besides all these there is an eighth spirit of sleep, with which is brought about the trance of 
2, 3 nature and the image of death. With these spirits are mingled the spirits of error.] First, the 

spirit of fornication is seated in the nature and in the senses; the second, the spirit of insatiableness, 
4 in the belly ; the third, the spirit of fighting, in the liver and gall. The fourth is the spirit of 
5 obsequiousness and chicanery, that through officious attention one may be fair in seeming. The 

fifth is the spirit of pride, that one may be boastful and arrogant. The sixth is the spirit of lying, 
6 t in perdition and jealousyt to practise deceits, and concealments from kindred and friends. The 

called spirits of deceit, T. R. ii. 1, 2; T. S. iii. 1 ; and passim: also wicked spirits, T. S. iv. 9 ; spirits of Beliar, 
T, lss. vii. 7, &c.; unclean spirits, T. H. v. 2; angels of Satan, T. A. vi. 4. Their function is threefold as in 
1 and 2 Enoch and the N. T., (1) to tempt men, (2) to accuse them when they fall, (3) to torment them. (2) is not 
a feature in this book, (3) is mentioned twice, T, L. iii. 2, spirits of retribution, and T. A. vi. S, the evil spirit which a 
man serves waits for his soul as it leaves the body at death to torment it. (t) is their most prominent function in the 
Testaments. Of the tempting spirits, there are the seven spirits of deceit which attack youth, T. R. ii. 1-2, namely, 
those of fornication ( cf., too, T. Jud. xiii. 3), insatiableness, fighting, obsequiousness. pride, lying, and injustice, T, R. iii. 
3-6. T. Jud. xvi. 1 adds the spirits of lust, hot desire, profligacy, and filthy lucre. There are also the spirits of jealousy, 
T. Jud. xiii. 3; and of envy, T . S. iii. 1, iv. 7, which are wicked and poisonous spirits, T. S. iv. 9; the spirits of anger, 
T. D. ii. 4. There are angels, moreover, which stir men to murder, T. D. i. 7; and idolatry, T, N. iii. 3; and 
lust, T, Jos. vii. 4- The faithless and wicked fall an easy prey to them, but the spillits first require permission to tempt 
men, T. B. ii i. 3 (cf. Job i. 12, ii. 6). If men yield, the devil makes them into his own instruments, T. N. viii. 6; but 
if they are single-hearted and do right, then neither the spirits of deceit nor Beliar have power over them, T. Iss. iv. 4; 
T. B. iii. 3; indeed, the devil and the spirits of Beliar and unclean spirits flee from them, T. N. viii. 4; T. Iss. vii. 7; 
T. B. v. 2. Nay, more, the righteous rule over them, T. S. vi. 6, and tread them under foot, T. L. xviii. 12, T. Z. ix. 8 
tbdg). These spirits are punished or. the judgement day, T. L. iii. 3. 

2. agaiut man + 'by Beliar' fj A s. . 
leadera in the works. 'leader,' fj-f g A• S, which points to the singuhu ~tci in Hebrew, which = 'poison' as 

well as 'leader '. er. ' poisonous spiTit •, T. S. iv. 9. 

II. 3-IJI, 2 . A late additi~n to the text, undoubted!~ fi~t 1~ade in ~reek, and chi~fl>:.~rawn fro~ Greek source~. 
Not only does this passage intrude between the promise 1n 11. 1 and its fulfilment m 111. 3, 7, but 1t has no organic 
connexion with either. Moreover, the division of the bodily senses here given is based on Stoic theories, e.g. the 
peculiar meaning attached to 'll''llfVJMI.Tti as that of senses, organs, or appetites. The Stoics held that the soul had eight 
parts, namely, the five senses, the powers of n:prodaction .and speech1 and the ~ominant part .or reaso.n which ruled 
the other seven. They discharged themselves mto the various parts 01 the body m the form of immaterial currents or 
fftup.crra. C£ Plutarch, De P/ac. iv. 2 1 ; also Zeller, Stoics, 214715 (Eng .. Trans.). ~or full quotatio~s 1'Ce my.Comm. 
on the T estt. • also my note in Slav. Enoch xxx. 9. A parallel interpolation occurs m MS, 24,8 of S1rach xvn. 41 and 
precedes as here the Hebrew division of various powers. 

3- seven other spirits. •other' a, > fj S, 'again' A. This use of ,r11111µMa is confined to the Stoics, and bas no 
parallel in the Hebrew IJM. The Stoic division gives eight rrwul"ITa, but our text omits dt/>q, and replaces the eighth 
power n ~poa,uc611 by 1rHiipo (i»ijll', . .. 

4. spirit of life. Here .,,..,,iipa is used in its usual sense, c!· Gen. v1. 17,, vu. 15. But the Hebrew usag~ '!ould !lot 
implv more than life in an impersonal sense, whereas the Stoic parallel To 'l')'•IA""'"o", and the next phrase with which 
the constitution of man is created' suggest the power which gives vitality and life to the material organism and 
constitutes man's powers into a unity which is personal 

5. aeaae. ffHiip.a, and so in verses sand 7. 
sight • • , desire. Cf. 1 John ii. 16 r, lrnllvpln '""'" &;Ba>.~11. 
to draw air and breath. Cf. T. N. ii. 8 (note); also Arist. De Spir. 2. 

6. power. ""iiµa. · - O I d d ' - l • ) 7. and by it strength is produced, a~Ti, can refer only to """IA"· n y rea s allT1J yoa•ll' , 
9. as a b1ind man to a pit. Cf. Matt. xv. 14. . . . ... 
III. 1-2. This reference to an eighth spirit, of sleep, is due to the mterpolator h1mse!r, who has also inserted 111. 7. 

It is not found in Stoic teaching. . . . d' ed · h · 
1

, trance of nature (l111ncao&ll' t/,wfws), Unlike the preceding bodily powers, sleep 1s not ere it wit any contri-
bution to human nctivity, . 

tbe image of death, er. Homer, JI. XIV, 231, &c. 
2. An adaptation of ii. 3-iii. 1 to its present con~~· 
+ spirit of fighting, in the liver. er. T. N.11. 8. \i,) 
5
• tto ,erdition and jealoasyt. P~bably corrupt in the H~brew text, l"IH>P, nee,c,:i for M~ tl?. , , Hence read 

' to practise deceits on an enemy and a rival and concealments , &c. 
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TIIE TESTAMENTS OF THE TWELVE PATRIARCHS 

seventh b the spirit of injustice, with which arc thefts and acts of rapacil_Y! that a man m_ay fulfil .the 
desire of hi:-. heart ; for injustice worketh togetl)er with the other spmts by the takmg of gifts. 

7, 8 [And with all these the spirit of sleep is joined which is (that) of error and fan~y.] And so 
perisheth every young man, darkening his mind from the truth, and not understandmg the law of 

9 God nor obeyin(T the admonitions of his fathers, as befell me also in my youth. And now, my 
children, love thttruth, and it will preserve you: hear ye rthc words of1 Reuben your father. 

10 Pay no heed to the face of a woman, 
Nor associate with another man's wife, 
Nor meddle with affairs of womankind. 

11 For had I not seen Bilhah bathing in a covered place, I had not fallen into this great iniquity. 
12 For my mind taking in the thought of the woman's nakedness, suffered me not rto sleep 1 until I bad 
13 wrought the abominable thing. For while Jacob our father had gone to Isaac his father, when we 

were in Eder, near to Ephrath in Bethlehem, Bilhah became drunk and was asleep uncovered in her 
14 chamber. Having therefore gone in and beheld her nakedness, I wrought the impiety r without her 
15 perceiving it 1, and leaving her sleeping I departed. And forthwith an angel of God revealed to my 

father concerning my impiety, and he came and mourned over me, and touched her no more. 
4 1 Pay no heed, therefore, r my children 1, to the beauty of women, nor set your mind on their affairs; 

but walk in singleness of heart in the fear of the Lord, and expend labour on good works, and on 
study and on your flocks, until the Lord give you a wife, whom He will, that ye suffer not as I did. 

2 For until my father's death I had not boldness to look in his face, or to speak to any of my brethren, 
3 because of the reproach. Even until now my conscience causeth me anguish on account of my 
4 impiety. And yet my father comforted me much, and prayed for me unto the Lord, that the anger 

of the Lord might pass from me, even as the Lord showed. And thenceforth until now I have 
5 been on my guard and sinned not. Therefore, my children, r I say unto you 1, observe r all' things 
6 whatsoever I command you, and ye shall not sin. For a pit unto the soul is the sin of fornication, 

separating it from GO<l, and bringing it near to idols, because it deceiveth the mind and under-

6. fulfil a. ' do' fJ A S. 
7. An interpolation. See iii. l (note). Sleep is properly a natural power, not a vice like the other seven. 11 a e read 

'which is error and fantasy'. 
8. darkening his mind. Cf. Eph. iv. 18 ;,,_,.,,,.,,c.a, Ti, aianif, also Rom. i. 21. 

anderatandin1 the law. Here O"u"*" ;., ~ "°l"t' is a Hebraism. 
9. the words of. So a a e f. 
10. Pay no heed, &c. See iv. 1. 

aeeodate (a):' be alone' ks•. Cf. Sir. ix. 9, where the verb is «ci8ou, 'sit,' in the t.reek, DJIQn 'eat' m the 
Hebrew, and i'ffe' ra"ln • talk much' according to the Syriac (c!. Aboth i. 5). In Sanh. 1oob and Yebam. 63", where 
Sir. is quoted, we have M'3AC on ~ 'tum not aside to her'. Cf. also Neclarim 2o&. 

meddle with afl'alra, &c. C£ Sir. xii. 21. For ,rpafu, (ab f S), 'affairs', a reads 3,f,,.,, A 11• .Uos ml •ptqe~. 
11::-15. Cf. Gen.~· 21, 22; Jub. xxx_i_i_i. l 9, Reuben's sin is denied in late works, e.g. Gen. rabba 98,99; Ps.-Jon. 

on Gen. uxv. 22. See note on Jub. xxxm. 2. 
13- bad gone to baac. Jub. xxxi1i. 1. 

Eder near to Epbrath. Gen. xxxv. 19, 21 ; Jub. xxxiii. 1. 
Bilhab became drunk. Peculiar to our text. Hence the new tum to the story in 'II. 15. 

14- without her perceiving it a : > fJ A S. 
leavlog her llleeping. Jub. miii. 4-7 says Bilhah awoke and cried out. She also told the matter to Jacob on 

his return. 

IV. 1. Pay no heed .•• to the beauty of women, &c. Cf. iii. 10; T. Jud. xvii. 1; T. lss. iv. 4; also Sir. iL 8. 
Abodah Zara 20b forbida a man to look on a beautiful woman if single, or a homely one if married. 

~cl~ .. of heart, cbrlcir'I", ~r '"',,alas c: :q~. Wisd. i. l ; Col. ii. 22 ; Eph. vi. 5. See note on upngbt­
ness m T. lss. m. 1. 

on good work• and. So a A. /11 lf1YO,r «al mroirl,u,ci,l'f"°' /JS. i.e. the {:l recension bad a corrupt Hebrew 
D'1~ ~f instead of D'"'!r, ~~. 

yoar flocks. Cf. atress on husbandry, T. lss. v. 3; vi. 2. 
3. This is the first occurrence in Jewish hterature of the c:onacienc:e as a fully-developed conception. The LXX first 

uses the word in the technical sense in Wisd. xvii. 10 al 3. wpo,,•lA'11M11 t'n xaAe .. a <-•,pia) nNXo,J,.,, ,.,, ~&. 
See also T. Jud. xx. .3 {a). The action or~ conscience is described (without the term) in T. Jud. :a. 5; T. G. v. 3. 

impiety ca. • S1n fJ S1• 

4. that the anger of the Lord might pua. Jub. uxiii.15 saya 'Reuben was granted life and forgaveness'. 
until now, iw •ii• a. ,..,......_", • repenting ', d g A. ;.,, '""°&G,", • ( even) in thought ', a er. 

5. I aa{. unto you. a only. 
6-7. C. T. Jud. xv. 1, xviii. 3 6, on the evils of fornication. 
6. A pit, /Jo8,-, a a f. &At8por, 'destruction' B-a f. nm, has both rnean1np. 

aeparating it from God ••• near to lclola. This rec:un in T. s. v. 3. er. Kethub. 11" • Most idolaters are 
adulterers', also Wisd. xiv. 12 "l'X~ yap ropwla~ ( = spiritual unfaithfulneu) '•"'°"' ,la.~ ••• 
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THE TESTAMENT OF REUBEN 3. 6-6. 5 

7 standing, and leadeth down young men into Hades before their time. For many hath fornication 
d~royed; because, though a man be old or noble, r or rich or poor 1, he bringeth reproach upon 

8 himself with the sons of men and derision with Beliar. For ye heard regarding Joseph how he 
guar~ed himself from a woman, and purged his thoughts from all fornication, and found favour in 

9 the s1~ht of God and men. For the Egyptian woman did many things unto him, and summoned 
10 magicians, and offered him love potions, but the purpose of his soul admitted no evil desire. There-
11 fore the God of your fathers delivered him from every evil (and) hidden death. For if fornication 

overcomes not your mind, neither can Beliar overcome you. 
6 1 rF01·1 evil are women, my children ; and since they have no power or strength over man, they use 

2 wiles by outward attractions, that they may draw him to themselves. And whom they cannot 
3 bewitch by outward attractions, him they overcome by craft. fFor 1 moreover, concerning them, 

the angel of the Lord told me, and taught me, that women arc overcome by the spirit of fornication 
more than men, and in their heart they plot against men ; and by means of their adornment they 
deceive first their minds, and by the glance of the eye instil the poison, and then through the accom-

4 plished act they take them captive. For a woman cannot force a man openly, but by a harlot's 
5 bearing she beguiles him. Flee, therefore, fornication, my children, and command your wives and 

your daughters, that they adorn not their heads and faces to deceive the mind : because every woman 
6 who useth these wiles hath been reserved for eternal punishment. For thus they allured the 

Watchers who were before the flood; for as these continually beheld them, they lusted after them, 
and they conceived the act in their mind ; for they changed themselves into the shapf of men, and 

7 appeared to them when they were with their husbands. And the women lusting in their minds after 
their forms, gave birth to giants, for the Watchers appeared to them as reaching even unto heaven. 

8 1 Beware, therefore, of fornication ; and if you wish to be pure in mind, guard your senses from every 
2 woman. And command the women likewise not to associate with men, that they also may be pure 
3 in mind. For constant meetings, even though the ungodly deed be not wrought, are to them .an 
4 irremediable disease, and to us a destruction of Beliar and an eternal reproach. For in fornication 
5 there is neither understanding nort godliness, and all jealousy dwelleth in the lust thereof. There-

leadeth down ... to Hades. Cf. Prov. vii. 271 where LXX has KaTciyovO"n, as here. 
before their time, o~K '1, '""P'I' nlJT;;,., = DMl7 tb.:i. Cf. T. Jud. xvi. 3. 

7, many hath fornication destroyed. Cf. Prov. vii. 26; also Sir. ix. 8, where read mr,KTci"8'IO"ai- for l1r'A.allf/8'10"a11, 
So 5anh. 100b, Yebam. 63'1

• 

or rich or poor. a only. .,.. .. 
derision, yc?..,.a, d eA S. ,rp6'TKop.p.a, 'an offence' or' stumbling-block', a, i.e. ~i::,C for 1)1"f. 

8. For ye heard, &c., 'for since Joseph guarded himself from every woman , • • he found', &c:. fJ As•. .. 
found favour in the eight of God (' of the Lord' f3 AS'). Cf. T. S. v. 2; also 1 Sam. 11. 26; Luke 11. 52, 

Acts vii. 10 says of Joseph ' God • • • gave him favour '. 
9. er. T. Jos. vi. 

did many things unto -= n.:l"ln, ~rhaps corrupt for .:iittn, ' lay in wait for '. 
10. delivered him, &c. CT. Acts vii. 10. 

evil, a. 'visible and' fJ-d AfJ 51, i. e. 'Uti fo~ J7'1. • .• 
n. Beliar is powerless with the pure. Cf. Jub. 1. 20, x. 6 (note); J::ccles. v11. 26. 

V. I, For. a only. 
evil are women. Cf. Eccles. vii. 27, 28. . 
by outward attractions, ,. ux!Jp.au,, i.e. figure, bearing, attire, and gestures. 

2 . by outward attractions, 3u\ uxqp.arff a. Bv11ap.c11>s fJ A S1, i.e. j1M for i1n or tn. 
3, they plot. Cf. Eccles. vii, 26, 2'!: . . . . ... 

glance of the eye. Cf. T. lss. v11. 2; T . B. v1. 3 : also Prov. v1. 25 , Str. xxm. 4· 
4, openly . , , begailea him, a only. bea 'fy th 
5, adorn not their heads and facea. Enoch viii. 1 says that .~e fallen Watchers taught women to ut1 e 

face and wear precious metals. For Hebrew adornments see Isa, 111.16. .. 
reaerved for eternal punishment, ds KoAa0",11 ale,11,011 Tn-qp'/f"a,. Cf. Jude 6 tis 1epi0'"' • • , TfT9P'I"'"; 2 Pet. n. 4 

•
1
s6~ ~:ij~ the Watchers. Jub. iv. 15 (see note) says the Watchers descended to instruct the children 

of~ and afterwards proceeded to take wives of the daughters of men (Jub. v. 1). See Chro.n. Jerahmeelx~v. 2-4. 
In uv: 7, 13 Azazel is said to be• appointed chief o~~r all dyes ~nd .~l \inds of ornaments by which women enuce men 
to thoughts ofsin', Is this story in view in I Pet. UL 3-5; .1 Tim. 11. 9· ... 

Watcbere. See Dan. iv. 13, 23; 1 En, vi-viii; Jub. 1v. 1~, v. 1 ; 2 En. xvm. 3. 
luted after them A b b• o er• s : ' lusted after one another a fJ:g, 

7. reaching unto heaven. Their height was 3,000 ells, 1 En. v~1 •. 2. 

VI, 1, Beware .. . offomication. Cf. iv •. 6; ~· S. v. 3; Tobi~ 1v. 12. 
if ou wish . , , guard fJ A 51 : ' be J>ure 1~ mmd: guard also a, 

2 cl iii. IO. Note that purity of heart IS reqwred. C(. Matt. V, 27, 28. l h r B r . ,.. 51. 'a great 
3: a deatruction of Bellar and an eternal reproach a : ' an eterna reproac o e 1ar 1<1 • 

reproach ' A. ,.,. , • d' t" n' 4, godHoea, •wf{:lflO.JI, Probably C01!UPl for ft11\ofk,n11, 1scre 10 , 
j ealousy. Cf. Num. V, 29; Prov. VI, 34. . . . er T s .. T L .. 11 iii 14, 

5_12, Many passages in the Testaments set forth Levi's ments and claims. ,. . , vn. 2; . , 11. , v , 
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fo1 e, 1 then I say unto you 1, ye will be jealous r against the sons of Levi 1, and will. seek to I>«: exal~ 
6 over them; but ye shall not be able. For God will avenge them, 1and ye shall d1ebyanevaldeath. 
7 For to Levi God gave the sovereignty [ and to Judah with him and to me also, and .to Dan and 
8 J oscph, that we should be for ru Iers]. Therefore I command you to hearken to Leva, because be 

shall know the law of the Lord, and sha11 give ordinances for judgement and shall sacrifice for all 
Israel until the consummation of the times, as the anointed High Priest, of whom the Lord spake. 

9 I adjure you by the God of heaven to do truth each one unto his neighbour and to entertain love 
10 each one for his brother. And draw ye near to Levi in humbleness of heart, that ye may receive 
11 a blc~:.iug from his mouth. For he shall bless Israel and Judah, because him hath the Lord chosen to 
1 2 be king over all the nation. And bow down before his seed, for on our behalf it will die in wars 

visible and invisible, and will be among you an eternal king. 
7 1 , 2 And Reuben died, having given these commands to his sons. And they placed him in a coffin 

until they carried him up from Egypt, and buried him I in I lebron 1 in the cave where his father waa. 

Tm: TI-.STAME'!l,;T OF SIMEON, THE SECOND SON OF JACOB AND LEAH. 

1 1 The copy of the words of Simeon, the things which he spake to his sons before he died, in the 
2 hundred and twentieth year of his life, at which time Joseph, rhis brother 1, died. For when Simeon 

xviii. 1, 2; T. U. v. 4; T. N. ~•ii. 2; T. l,. ,·ui. 1 ; T. Jos. xix. 11. The salvation of Israel is to come from both Levi 
and Judah jointly, T. S. vii, 1, &c. Only in T. G. viii. 1 (probably corrupt) is Judah placed before Levi. Levi is 
priest and kin,, T. R. vi. 7 12 ; T. L viii. 14, xviii. 1, 2 ; as hiJh-priest, T. S. vii. 2. Judah is king T. S. vii. 2; 
T. Jud. i. 6, xvii. 5; T. N. viii. 2 (corrupt?). T. R. vi. 7b and T, Jud. xxiv. 4-6 are additions. 

5. then, I say unto you a only. 
jealous against the sons of Levi. Cf. the charge against Simeon's sons, T. S. v. 4, and Dan's, T. D. v. S• 

The purpose of this admonition is to establish the Maccabean hegemony. 
6. and ye . . . death. These words are omitted by A. 
7. Levi is to be king. The bracketed words are a foolish interpolation. Why' to Dan' is not clear. In Ps.-Jon. 

on Gen. xlix. 3 we have the non-Maccabean view: 'because thou (Reuben) didst sin, my son, the primogeniture is 
given to Joseph, the kingdom to Judah, and the priesthood to Levi.' 

8. aball know : ' shall make known ' A. 
give ordinances for judgement, ~.IICrT'f).fi fir «fk'T"' c /3-b g S : &an>.,i ,ir ,cpur1,11 h g A. • fulfil as regarda 

judgement,' perhaps corrupt for &.w,>.la,c «pura11, 
all Israel(>' all' a). The Twelve Tribes are considered as in Palestine by our author. John Hyrcanua, who 

is meant by our text, is to bless Israel and Judah, verse 11. The title• Twelve Patriarchs' points to the 1111De view. 
Cf. the letter of Aristeas, which says that Eleazar the high-priest sent six men from each of the Twelve Tribes to 
Ptolemy. The pre-Maccabean view (1 En. lxuix. 72) was that the Northern tribes were still in captivaty. The 
Maccabean view was due to the extensive sway of those native kings. With the failure of the Maccabees, the 
MCISlanic promises were again attached to Judah instead of Levi. and the idea of the Captivity of the Northern Tn'bes 
revived. See Pss. Sol. xvii. 28, 34, 50; Ass. Mos. iv. 8, 9; Sib. Or. ii. 170-3; 4 Ezra ziii. 39-47; Apoc. Bar. i. 2, 3t 
lxxv1ii. 1, 5, 7, lxxxiv. 10. For the rejection of Dan see T. D. v. 6-7. 

consummation of the times, n).,c..a••r JCpo"""· Cf. T. L. x. 2 (T. B. xi. 3) a1111T"•A1if f'w ..u..,..; T. Z. is. 8 
•mpnii vv,,n).fiur. This means the closing years of the age present to the writer, and the opening of a new era, 
possibly "'ith no catastrophe, aa in Jub. i. 29, v. 12, xxiii. 26-30 (see nota). Cf. Daniel's• time of the end' (Dan. viii. 
19, xi. 35, 40, Xii, 49), YP-,,J7. The LXX gives .,, ,aupoii, :,,_, ITVfff).das, uapoi, cn,w,).,ios. er. 1 En. x. 13 ppas 
f'f).,apoii, xvi. 1 'll'•P" Tijr "'Anw•us-. Also Ass. Mos. i. 18' in consummatione exitus dierum'; x. 13 '(tempora) 
consumme~tur'; 2 Bar. xxv/i, 15, &c. 'consummation of the !imes ~.~ lvi. 2 '.or the world'; lxxxili. 7 • of the age • 
er. 4 Ezra IX, 5 and T. Iss. YI. 1 (note); also Matt. O'llfff'Afla al._, zm. 39, XXIY. 3· 

as the anointed High Priest. So emended from apx••tHW Xpun'Oii h : (times) ' of the anointed High Priest• 
C /JS. 

of whom the Lord spake. Ps. ex, ori~nally written in honour of Simon, is here interpreted of John Hyrcanua. 
er. for reinterpretation Dan. vii. 7, 8 as explained in Dan. vii. 23-5, and interpreted anew in 4 Ezra xi. 1 ff'. 

9. do truth hi~ S: 'walk in ~th' A: • speak ~th' c, as also T. D. v. 2 (Zech. viii. 16; Gal. iv. 25). 
entertain love. Cf. T. L. xix. 18; also T. S. 1v. 7; T. D. v. 3. 

10-11. Levi asp~ and king. er .. 1 Mac~: xiv. 41 concerning Simon,~- -1 dpxupia. 
receive a bleuing. er. Jub. XXXI, 1 S; Sir. 1. 20. 

11. him bath the Lord cboaen, i.e. Levi : ;,, a~ /E<).l~a Hebraism. 
nation a f A : • nations ' 8-f S1• 

12. Achievements of the Maccabean prince-priests. Most 'died in wars visible', cf. T. S. v. 5. Aa spiritual 
leaders they spent themselves in warfare against spiritual opposiuoa. Cf. Ps. lxix. 9, aix 139, 

eternal king ('~gs' A). er. ifp,iis .Zr aliua I Mace. xiv. 41 ; Ps. ex. 4- • Seed• and 'die•, however, may be 
corrupt. . If so, rea~ iJrl} for \~ and "1DJ7' for n""', and render • Bow down before his might, for he will stand forth 
•.• a kmg for ever , of Hyrcanus. 

Vil. 2. Joseph's bones alone remained in Egypt till the Ezodus. er. Acts vii. 16. 
TITLE a : +' regarding envy ' /3-a d e A • '1 s•. 

I. 1. The copy of the words h /3-d es•: • testament ' c: 'copy or the testament• de A• b. 
before •. . died > ad. 
huudred and twentieth year ,B-d g Ab• c d, See T. R. i. 1. 
Joseph died. Jub. xx\iii. 13, 24 makes Joseph ten years younger than Simeon. 
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THE TESTAMENT OF SIMEON 1. 1-4. 4 

was sick, his sons came to visit him, and he strengthened himself and sat up and kissed them, 
and said:-

g I Hearken, my children, to Simeon your father, 
And I will declare unto you what things I have in my heart. 

2 I was born of Jacob as my father's second son ; 
And my mother Leah called me Simeon, 
Because the Lord had heard her prayer. 

3 Moreover, I became strong exceedingly; 
I shrank from no achievement, 
Nor was I afraid of ought. 

4 For my heart was hard, 
And my liver was immovable, 
And my bowels without compassion. 

S, 6 Because valour also has been given from the Most High to men in soul and body. For in the 
time of my youth I was jealous rin many things1 of Joseph, because my father loved him rbeyond 

7 alJl. And I set my mind against him to destroy him, because the prince of deceit sent forth the 
spirit of jealousy and blinded my mind, so that I regarded him not as a brother, nor did I spare even 

8 Jacob my father. But his God and the God of his fathers sent forth His angel, and delivered him 
9 out of my hands. For when I went to Shechem to bring ointment for the flocks, and Reuben to 

Dothan, where were our necessaries and all our stores, Judah my brother sold him to the lshmaelites. 
10 And when Reuben heard these things he was grieved, for he wished to restore him to his father. 
11 But on hearing this I was r exceedingly 1 wroth against Judah in that he let him go away alive, and 
12 for five months I continued wrathful against him. But the Lord restrained me, and withheld rrrom 
13 me "I the power of my hands ; for my right hand was half withered for seven days. And I knew, my 

children, that because of Joseph this had befallen me, and I repented and wept; and I besought the 
Lord God that my hand might be restored, and that I might hold aloof from all pollution and envy 

14 rand from all folly 1. For I knew that I had devised an evil thing before the Lord and Jacob my 
father, on account of Joseph my brother, in that I envied him. 

8 1 1 2 And now, my children, rhearken unto me and1 beware of the spirit of deceit and envy. For envy 
ruleth over the whole mind C'lf a man. and suffcreth him r neither to eat nor to drink 1, nor to do any 

3 good thing. But it ever suggesteth (to him) to destroy him that he envieth; and so long as he that 
4 is envied flourisheth, he that envieth fadeth away. Two years rtherefore 1 I afflicted my soul with 

fasting in the fear of the Lord, and I learnt that deliverance from envy cometh by the fear of God. 
5 For if a man flee to the Lord, the evil spirit runneth away from him, and his mind is lightened. 
6 And henceforward he sympathiseth with him whom he envied and forgiveth those who are 

hostile to him, and so ceaseth from his envy. 
4 1 And my father asked r concerning me 1 , because he saw that I was sad ; and I said unto him, I am 

2 pained in my liver. For I mourned more than they all, because I was guilty of the selling of Joseph. 
3 And when we went down into Egypt, and he bound me as a spy, I knew that I was suffering justly, 
4 and I grieved not. Now Joseph was a good man, and had the Spirit of God within him: being 

II. 2. Simeon ... heard her prayer. Cf. Gen. xxix. 33 for this play on the name. 
4. liver. Here the spirit of war dwells, T. R. iii. 4. . . . .. .. . 
6. Jealous of Joseph. Cf. iv. 2, 3; and Targum Ps.-Jon. which attributes Gen. xxx_vu. 19, 20 to Simeon and Levi. 

in many things a only. 
beyond all a only. 

7. mind, tftraTa, See v . 4. 
prince of deceit. See T. R. ii. 1 (note). 
blinded my mind. Cf. T. R. iii. 8. 

8. aent forth bis angel and delivered. Dan. iii. 28; Acts xii. 11. Cf. Ps. xxxiv. 7, 8. 
9. Reuben to Dothan. Reuben's absence explains Gen. xxxvii. 21. 

Judah ... sold him. Cf. Gen. xxxvii. 26-8. 
10. beard these things, nicoua-ar c (cf. Gen. xxxvii. 21): 'came'~ A S1

, i.e. ,:m,:l for \J/t.):!':l, Same corruption in 
'II, 11. 

restore c A== :i~=-'l"I: 'save' 8-a fS 1 = ll'~l"I. 
13. the Lord God ad : • the Lord' B-d Ab• c de IJ S1 : 'God· A• b "· 

II J I spirit of deceit and envy II A S2, Cf. ii. 7. 'spirits'~ s•. 
3. ~d so long, &c. Perhaps render• And he that is envied ~ourisheth, and', &c. 
4, afflicted my soul with fasting. Ps. xxxv. 1 s. Cf. T. R. ,. 10. 
6. forgiveth 01/Y}'&~ICf& a a e r S1• 0~ ICCITO)&IIWO'ICf& b d g A b. Cd "· 

are boaUl~ to. The text has 'love' ~ in the Hebre\v original ,•:loiK corrupt for ,•:•tit, 
IV. 4. Joseph is commended here and always in the Testaments except Naph. Cf. T. R. iv. 8-10 . 
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compassionate and pitiful, he bore no malice against me; but loved me even as the rest of his 
5 brethren. Beware, therefore, my children, of all jealousy and envy, and walk in singleness of 

fj A 5 1 

heart, soul and with good heart, keeping in mind 
Joseph your father's brother, 

that God may give r you also I grace and glory, and blessing upon your heacls, even as ye saw in 
6 Joseph's case. All his days he reproached us not concerning this thing, but loved us as his own 
7 soul, and beyond his own sons glorified us, and gave us riches, and cattle and fruits. Do ye also, 

my children, love each one his brother with a good heart, and the spirit of envy will withdraw from 
8 you. For this maketh savage the soul and destroyeth the body; it causeth anger and war in the 

mind, and stirreth up unto deeds of blood, 

a /3 AB 51 

and leadeth the mind into frenzy, and leadeth the mind into frenzy, rand suffereth 
not prudence to act in men 1; moreover, it taketh 
away sleep, 

[ and causeth tumult to the soul and trembling to the body]. 
9 For even in sleep some malicious jealousy, deluding him, gnaweth, and with wicked spirits dis­

turbeth his soul, and causeth the body to be troubled, and waketh the mind from sleep in confusion ; 
and as a wicked and poisonous spirit, so appeareth it to men. 

5 1 Therefore was Joseph comely in appearance, and goodly to look upon, because no wickedness 
2 dwelt in him; for some of the trouble of the spirit the face manifesteth. And now, my children, 

Make your hearts good before the Lord, 
And your ways straight before men, 
And ye shall find grace before the Lord and men. 

3 Beware, therefore, of fornication, 
For fornication is mother of all evils, 
Separating from God, and bringing near to Beliar. 

4 For I have seen it inscribed in the writing of Enoch that your sons shall be corrupted in fornication, 
5 and shall do harm to the sons of Levi with the sword. But they shall not be able to withstand Levi ; 
6 for he shall wage the war of the Lord, and shall conquer r alJl your hosts. And they shall be few in 

number, divided in Levi and Judah, and there shall be none of you for sovereignty, even as also our 
father prophesied in his blessings. 

6 1, 2 Behold I have told you all things, that I may be acquitted of your sin. Now, if ye remove from 
you your envy and all stiff-neckedness, 

As a rose shall my bones flourish in Israel, 
And as a lily my flesh in Jacob, 
And my odour shall be as the odour of Libanus ; 
And as cedars shall holy ones be multiplied from me for ever, 
And their branches shall stretch afar off. 

5. singleness of heart. See T. Iss. iii. 2 (note). 
of heart a. fj A S1 read ' soul and (> A• h) with good ('pure' A • h b• 0 d • B > Ab) heart, keeping in mind 

Joseph (> b) your father's brother ('brother' A)'. d is corrupt. The twofold recension obviously goes back to the 
Hebrew original. 

6. gave 1U1 riches, &c. Cf. Gen. xlvii. II, 12. 
7. love each one his brother. Cf. T. R. vi. g. 

will withdraw a &c. : 'put ye away'~ g S1• For 'withdraw' d. iii. 5, 6. 
8. and safl'ereth . . , men > A b• 

0 a • B: ' moreover • •• sleep' recurs T. Jud. xviii. 4 with a new verb. 
[~d causeth tumult • , • body], bracketed as a corrupt dittography of 8•. 

9. Sir. xi. 5-7. 
poisonous. Cf. T. R. v. 3 ; also ii. 2 (note). 

V. I. comely, &c. Gen. uxix. 6. 
2 . grace before the Lord and men. Luke ii. 52; T. R, iv. 8. 
3. Separating from God, &c. See T. R. iv. 6. 
4. i~ ~e wri~ of Enoch. Cf. T. L. x. 5, &c. Not in our Enoch: 2 En. xxxiv. 2 says similar things of the 

AntedlluVJans. Possibly a reference to Num. :av. 6, 7, 14-
the sons of Levi. See T. R. vi. 5. 

S· wage the war of the Lord-refers to the Maccabees, T. R. vi. 12. 

6. ~w in num~r, divided in Levi and Judah. Cf. Gen. xlix. 7. ' I will divide them (Simeon and Levi) in Jacob 
and disperse them m Israel.' Levi is omitted from this curse here, yet Levi claims the credit of destroying Shechem 
in T: ~. vi. 4, and is praised for it in Jub. xxx. I 8-23. Cf. T. L. v. 3- Contrast the tone of Gen. xlix. 6-7 and later Rabbinic trad1t1on. 

VJ. I. acquitted of your sin. Cf. T. L. xiv. 2. 



THE TESTAMENT OF SIMEON 4. 4-9. 2 

3 Then shall perish the seed of Canaan, 
And a remnant shall not be unto Amalek 
r And all the Cappadocians shall perish 1, ' 

And all the Hittites shall be utterly destroyed. 
4 Then shall fail the land of Ham, 

And all the people shall perish. 
Then shall all the earth rest from trouble, 
And all the world under heaven from war. 

Restored Text A"bh 
5 Then the Mighty One of Israel shall glorify Then shall Shem (MSS. ' Seth') be glorified, 

Shem, For the Lord our God shall appear on earth 
For the Lord God shall appear on earth, [as manl 
And Himself save men. And flimself saves again. 

6 Then shall all the spirits of deceit be given to be trodden under foot, 
And men shall rule over wicked spirits. 

7 Then shall I arise in joy, 
And will bless the Most High because of his marvellous works, 
[Because God hath taken a body and eaten with men and saved men]. 

7 1 And now, my children, obey Levi and Judah, and be not lifted up against these two tribes, for 
2 from them shall arise unto you the salvation r of God1• For the Lord shall raise up from Levi as it 

were a High-priest,and from Judah as it were a King [God and man], He shall save all [the Gentiles 
3 and] the race of Israel. Therefore I give you these commands that ye also may command your 

children, that they may observe them throughout their generations. 
8 1 And when Simeon had made an end of commanding his sons, he slept with his fathers, being an 

2 hundred and twenty years old. And they laid him in a wooden coffin, to take up his bones to 
3 Hebron. And they took them up secretly during a war of the Egyptians. For the bones of Joseph 
4 the Egyptians guarded in the tombs of the kings. For the sorcerers told them, that on the departure 

of the bones of Joseph there should be throughout all the land darkness and gloom, and an exceeding 
great plague to the Egyptians, so that even with a lamp a man should not recognize his brother. 

r, 2 And the sons of Simeon bewailed their father. And they were in Egypt until the day of their 
departure by the hand of Moses. 

3. The destruction of Israel's foes. 
And all ... perish > A. The Cappadocians seem to mean here the Caphtorim or Philistines. Cf. Dc:uL ii. 23, 

and note on Jub. xziv. 29. 
Hittites, either •nn' Hittites ' or D'n:) (i.e. Greeks, or Macedonians). 

4. all the people. Which people ? Aa6r generally refers to Israel, and so perhaps the Messianic o,ai11u- are meant. 
5-8. A Theophany. G~ HimselfcC?!11es to save.Ten, subdues the.~vil spirits,.and raises the .. ~ghteous. .. 
5. For other Theophan1es see T. L. 11. 111 v. 2, V1•1. 11 ; T. Jud. xxn. 2; T. Z. tx. 8; T. N. vm. 3; T. A. vu. 3. 

the Mighty One of Israel, So {3 SA b•od •r (in 2nd clause), while a reads µ,ya,_. 'lupaq~ (in 1st clause). 
llball glorify. Conjectured from l11BofaulJiiumu, all MSS., i. e, i?.i)~ corrupt for i;;P-:. 
Shem. Sob d A b• o d • g : • Seth ' A ab b : • the sign ' a {3-b d S. Possibly u,11uio11 = 111'¥ misread for ~'1 = •Zion'. 
[as man] a/3-a S, a Christian addition. 
and Himself save men: lit. -= 'and save in Himself the Adam' a~ S. /11 al,"¥ (or Ja11T;i) ... ":)~:l, which 

the translator should have rendered by a;,,.,;r. ciee,, defied translation into Greek, hence To11 'A&iµ, 
This third clause is wanting in Ab• 0 d • r and corrupt in A ab h. 
For this primitive view of the Messianic kingdom as a visible Theocracy cf. 1 En. xxv. 3, lxxvii. 1, It will be on 

this earth, and the righteous dead will rise to share in it. 
6. Cf. Luke x. 19, 20 'to tread •.• on every power of the enemy',' the spirits are subject unto you'. Cf. T. L. 

xviii. 12. Based on Ps. xci. 13. 
7. [Becaase God bath taken a body, &c.] Cf. a like Christian interpolation in T. A. vii. 3; also T. D. v. 13d, vi. 9. 
VII. 1. and Judah c: ' and in Judah shall ye (' we• Ab• 0 d • r r) be redeemed ' h fJ A S. 

be not lifted up. Cf. T. R. vi. S, 
from them shall arise • . • salvation. See T. R. vi. 5-12 (note). 

2. Levi's supremacy is here (with the tezt of N. viii. 2) alone in this work limited to the priesthood. 
all the Gentiles. See T. B. ix. 2 (note). 

VIII. 2. wooden coffin a Ab• o d •ts: • coffin of incorr~ptible wood' /3-g A ab b S. 
during a war of the Egyptians fJ AS. See T. B. xu. 3 (note). 

3• tombs a : , treasure-houses • 8 A~ S. Ps.-Jon. on Gen. I. 26 says, 'they embalmed him and placed him in 
a coffin and sank him in the middle of the Nile of Egypt.' Cf. Exod. rabba xx. 17. R. Nathan says Joseph was 
buried in Pharaoh's palace. . 

,4. Reason for the guarding of Joseph's bones. Why should the darkness be chosen for mention out of all the 
Plagues? · 

IX. 1, their fathel' + ' according to the law of mourning ' fJ S. 
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TIIE TESTAMENT OF LEVI, THE TIITRD SON m· J ACOB ASD Ll!:AH. 

1 1 The copy of the words of Levi, the things which he ordained unto his sons, according to a ll that 
2 they should do, and what things should befall them until the da~ of judgement. H~ was sound in 

health when he called them to him ; for it had been revealed to him that he should die. And when 
they were gathered together he said to them : 

2 1. 2 I Levi was born in Haran, and I came with my father to Shechem. And I was young, about 
3 twc

1

nty y~ars of age, when, with Simeon, I wrought vcngcam:e on Hamor for our sister Dinah. And 
when I was feeding the flocks in Abel-Maul, the spirit of understanding of the Lord came upon me, 
and I saw all men corrupting their way, and that unrighteousness had built for itself walls, and law-

4 lessness sat upon towers. And I was grieving for the race of the sons of men, and I prayed to the 
5 Lord that I might be saved. Then there fell upon me a sleep, and I beheld a high mountain, and 
6 I was upon it. And behold the heavens were opened, and an angel of God said to me, Levi, enter. 

a A 4 /3 AS S1 

'1 And I entered from the first 7. And when I had entered A nd I entered from the first 7 
heaven, and I saw there a great into the first heaven. fand he heaven into the second, and I 
sea hanging. escorted raised met to the saw there a sea hanging between 

second. And I saw there a the one and the other. 

8 And further I saw a second , 
heaven far brighter and more 
brilliant, for there was a bound­
less light also therein. 

9 And I said to the angel, Why 
is this so? And the angel said 
to me, Marvel not at this, for 
thou shalt sec another heaven 
more brilliant and incomparable. 

great sea hanging. 

9. And I said unto him: 
What is this, Lord ? And he 
said unto me : 

And further I saw a third 8 
, heaven far brighter and more 

brilliant than these two ; for 
there was also a boundless 
f height therein. 

And I said unto the angel : !J 
Wherefore is it so? And the 
angel said unto me : Marvel not 
at these; for thou shalt see four 
other heavens more brilliant and 
incomparable, 

Tl'l"I.E. So n : • Testament of Levi concernin)l the priesthood ' f:J-a de AS : I 'and arrogance' b d cf Ab• oder 11, 

I. 1. until the day of judgement. This event is therefore conceived as near to the time of the writer. 
revealed to him. Levi has several revelations. 

II. 2 , about twenty years; eighteen according to T. L. xii. 5. Jub. xxviii. 13, 14 makes Simeon two years older. 
3. Abel-Maul = the Abel-meholah of the 0. T. e.g. Judges vii. 22. 

corrupting their way. Cf. Gen. vi. I z. 
unrighteousness bad built . . . t owers fJ Ac d 8 g S1 : ' sin was built upon a wall and unrighteousness sat upon 

towers ' n. Cf. 1 En. xci. 5 ' unrighteousness will come to an end, ... and its whole structure will be destroyed '· Cf. 
also Zech. v. 8-11. 

After 3 e makes a long addition, describing the call and purifying of Levi. 
5. and I was upon it a. 'This is the mountain of the shield in Abelmaul ' g Ab• rs. See T. L. vi. 1. 
I I. 7 - I 11. The original passage described three heavens, but it has been worked up to include seven. The first 

heaven really has the great sea, as i 1
• 8 in a shows, for the second heaven is further on. This second becomes the third 

in f:J A~ S
1
• Again in 9, 10 a speaks of' another heaven ', fJ A~ S 1 makes 'four other heavens' of it. In 10 the word 

• thither' and the general effect require no more than one heaven. In iii. 1-4 a once more gives us three heavens and 
God dwelling in the highest. fJ All S1 makes four of the first two, and then passes at a leap to the highest, whi~h in 
verses 5-8 we find has two or three others between it and the fourth or third hea\'en. a also has undergone alteration 
in verses 5- 8 and mentions three other heavens. 

The doctrine of the seven heavens was prevalent in Judaism before and after the time of Christ. See e g. 2 En. 
iii-xxi ; Talmud, Cltag. 12b; 4 Ezra vii. 81-7. 

Christian apocalypses like Ase. Isa. followed Hebrew teaching on this point. Thus the redaction originated in 
Hebrew, and has been betrayed by the testimony of the first and better of the two independent Greek Venions-a. 
That they are independent is shown by iii. 2 «pt,m.,r, a: ,rpoUTay,.a'l'os, B, iii. 6 8uuia11, a: '71'pOO'tf,opdr,

1 
fJ; iii. 9 'f'p/p.oµ..r,, a: 

unX,oo,.ttla, fJ, 
7, a great sea, i.e. the waters above the firmament, Gen. i. 7. Cf. Jub. ii. 4 and 1 En. liv. 8. For 'hanging• 

perhaps read ' in the fim1ament ' ll'i'"l.l for ll'j:)\t). 
8. ~h~ 'second' in II becomes the 'third heaven' in fJ, Instead of the brightness iii. 3 mentions the avenging 

hosts m 1t . 
. li~ht. Text = 'height' = rl~l corrupt for l'ltl, 'light' or' brightness'. So read rQl ""''f,,yyor or f/,wr instead of 

r1:;u = 11,l,or. 
9. Note that the one heaven in a becomes four in fJ. 



THE TESTAMENT OF LEVI 1. ,-tq. _, 
, ) 

a A" /3 A S1 

10 And when thou hast ascended 
thither, Thou shalt stand near 
the Lord, 

10. When thou hast ascended 
thither, Thou shalt stand before 
the Lord, · 

When thou hast ascended 10 

thither. rBecause 1 thou shalt 
stand near the Lord, 

II 

12 

And shalt be His minister, 
And shalt declare His mys­

teries to men, 
And shalt proclaim tconceming 
Him that shall redcemt Israel. 

And shalt be His minister, 
And his coming mysteries 

thou shalt declare unto men. 

And by thee and Judah shall the Lord appear among men 
rsaving every race of men.1 ' 

And from the Lord's portion shall be thy life, 
And He shall be thy field and vineyard, 
And fruits, gold, and silver. 

a Aa 

And shalt be His minister, 
And His mysteries shalt thou 

declare to men, 
And shalt proclaim concern­

ing the redemption of Israel. 

3 • Hear, therefore, regarding the 
heavens which have been shown 
to thee. The lowest is for this 
cause gloomy unto thee, in that 
it beholds all the unrighteous 
deeds of men. 

1. Hear, therefore, regarding 
the heavens which were shown 
to thee. The first heaven is for 
this cause gloomy unto thee, 
since it beholds the unrighteous 
deeds of men. 

~ Af3 51 

Hear, therefore, regarding the 1 

seven heavens. The lowest is 
for this cause gloomier, since 
it beholds all the unrighteous 
deeds of men. 

2 And it has fire, snow, and 
ice made ready for the day of 
judgement, in the righteous 
judgement of God; for in it are 
all the spirits of the retributions 
for vengeance on tmen. 

3 And in the second are the 
hosts of the armies which are 
ordained for the day of judge­
ment, to work vengeance on the 
spirits of deceit and of Beliar. 
And above them are the holy 
ones. 

2. And the second hath fire 
and snow and ice made ready 
for the day of the ordinances. 

The second has fire, snow, ice z 
ready for the day of the ordi­
nance of the Lord in the 
righteous judgement of God. In 
it are all the spirits of the retri­
butions for vengeance on the 
lawless. 

In the third are the hosts of 3 
the armies which are ordained 
for the day of judgement, to work 
vengeance on the spirits of de­
ceit and of Beliar. t And those 
in the fourtht who are above 
these are holy. 

10-12. Levi has not yet ascended into the third heaven ; in fact he does not do so till v. I. The angel appears to 
anticipate in 10-121 and resumes his account in iii. 1. Otherwise 10-12 would follow naturally on iv. 2. 

10. Levi is to be made priest on ascending into the third heaven. See v. 1, 2. 
stand near the Lord, and shalt be His minister. Cf. Deut. x. 8, xviii. n; Jub. xxxi. 14. 
the redemption of Israel. AfJ alone preserves the original reading. a fj S are all modified by Christian 

influence to ' Him that shall redeem Israel•. > A"· 
11. by thee and Judah. See T. R. vi. 5-12 (note). . . . . 

appear among men. Th~t God Himself would appear and dwell with men was the older Jewish view m the 
second century B. c. Cf. T. S. v1. 5 (note) ; T. L. v. 2 ; 1 En. xxv. 3. 

Saving every race of men > A. See T. S. vi. 5 (note). .. . .. . , 
12. from the Lord's portion. See viii. 16 (note). Cf. Deut. xxxn. 9; S1r. xvu. 171 where Israel 1s the Lords 

portion, 
III. 1. gloomy . . . in that it beholds, &c. Cf, 2 Bar. !iii. 5_, lvi. 5! 7 'the black waters', Cf. also 3 Baruch viii; 

Apoc. Esdrae; Apoc. Pauli 4; and see James, Texts ,ind 5,1udus! V .. ' · 67. . ... . 
2. The first (o) heaven contains the instruments of Gods _retnbuuon for sin. 2 En. 111. 3; v. t also holds, hke n, 

that the treasuries of the ice and snow, and the great sea, ar~ m th~ first heaven, . . 
for the day of judgement. Cf. rls /,c8i1Cl)0'&11 f1CT&11Ta,1 S1r. xxx1x. 29. Cf. also S1r. xxXIX, 281 30 and xi. 9, 10. 
spirits of the retributions. Natural phenomena are the agents of punishment, but they are under the control 

of spirits or angels. Cf. 1 En. Ix. 12. . . 
on the lawless, 'on men' a, by textual corrupuon. Cf. Sir. xi. 10. . .. . 

3. In the second heaven are the angelic armies in readiness to destroy Behar. 2 En. xvn gives us an armed host, 
but in the fourth heaven and for a different purpose. . . 

t And those in the fourth+. The fj recension here cannot be clea.red up by a, as 1t was mdepende!ltlY altered 
by the redactor. Verse 8 in /j naturally refers to the fourth heaven, which therefore need not be mentioned here. 
Perhaps we should read 'and the four heavens above these are holy', i.e. np:l,Nm for •p,:3,:3~, 'fhis gives a point 
to the 'for' in 11. 4 (tJ). above them are the holy ones a. These arc the angels. For the first passage in which the abode of the 
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a 

4 And in the highest of all 
dwelleth the Great Glory, far 
above all holiness. 

s In [ the heaven next .t~] it 
are the archangels, who minister 
and make propitiation to the 
Lord for all the sins of igno­
rance of the righteous; 

6 Offering to the Lord a sweet­
smelling savour, a reasonable 
and a bloodless offering. 

7 And [in the heaven below 
this] arc the angels who bear 
tanswers to the angels of the 
presence of the Lord. 

8 An tin the heaven next to 
thist are thrones and dominions, 
in which always they offer praise 
to God. 

a~ AIJ S1 

9 When, therefore, the Lord 
looketh upon us, all of us are 
shaken ; yea, the heavens, and 
the earth, and the abysses are 
shaken at the presence of His 
majesty. 

A4 
4. And tthe Holy One of the 

holy onest is above all holiness. 

5. And the hosts of the angels 
are ministering, 

6. And praising the Lord, 

7. Who also are messengers 
of the Godhead. 

9. When, therefore, the Lord 
looketh upon all creation, the 
heavens and the earth and the 
abysses are shaken. 

fJ AP S1 

For in the Highest of all 4 
dwelleth the Great Glory, in 
the holy of holies, far above all 
holiness. 

And in [the heaven next to] 5 
it are the angels of the presence 
of the Lord, who minister and 
make propitiation to the Lord 
for all the sins of ignorance of 
the righteous. 

And they off er to the 6 
Lord a sweet-smelling savour, 
a reasonable and bloodless 
offering. 

And in [the heaven below] 7 
are the angels who bear the 
answers to the angels of the 
presence of the Lord. 

And in the heaven next to 8 
this are thrones and dominions 
in which always praises are 
offered to God. 

10 But the sons of men, having no perception of these things, sin and provoke the Most High. 

4 r Now, therefore, know that the Lord shall execute judgement upon the sons of men. 
Because when the rocks arc being rent, 
And the sun quenched, 
And the waters dried up, 

blessed even after judgement is heaven is in I En. civ. 2, ciii. 4
1 
6, xii. 2, Ii. 4

1 
i.e. between 100 and 50 .u.c. The 

intermediate abode of souls-even of the righteous- is Sheol at this date, 1 En. xxii. 4-9, Ji. 1
1 
c. 5 (d. 4 Ezra iv. 41); 

2 Mace. vi. 23. 

4- the Great Glory. 1 En. xiv. 20, cii. 3. Cf. 1 En. xxv. 3, 7, xlvii. 3. 
5-8. Even a here has been interpolated. The sixth, fifth, and fourth heavens are introduced, but there is still a gap 

between v. 3 and v. 8, as there is no third heaven mentioned in 3 (a). The descending order is a witness to the 
original text, which thus enumerated the angels in the third heaven. 

5. minister and make propitiation. A sacrificial service in heaven is suggested by the heavenly patterns 
spoken of in Exoci. xxv. 9, 40; Num, viii. 4, and was already a familiar idea. See my Commentary in loc. The 
intercession of angels occurs in Zech. i. 12; Job v. 11 uxiii. 23, and especially in I En. ix. 3

1 
xv. 2, lxxxix. 76. See 

T. D. vi. 2. Cf. too I En. xxxix. S, xlvii. 3, xi. 6, civ. J, For AecrovP')'OiiPNr cf. Heb. i. 14. 
sins of ignorance. Cf. T. R. i. 6; T. Jud. xix. 3; T. Z. i. 5. 

6. reasonable, Aoyuc,j11. Cf. Rom. xii. 1. Cf. Origen, De Drat. xi Ao~uc,)11 l1povpyia11, of Raphael offering on Tobit's behalf. 
blooclleas offering. Cf. Essenes' objection to bloody sacrifices. Cf. Philo ii. 457. 

7. How 'answers'? These are a lower order of angels. Perhaps we should render 'bear the answers for the 
angels of the presence', or 'of the angels', &c. (as g). The analogy of Rev. v. 8, however, would suggest n1~ 
' prayers' instead of n1:mm 'answers'. Cf. 3 Bar. xi-xii; Apoc. Pauli vii-x; Origen, De Pn"n,. i. 8. 1. 

8. thrones and dominion.. Cf. Col. i. 16; Eph. i. 21; 2 En. u. 1. 
tbe7 offer praise. Cf. 2 En. xvii, xviii. 

9. This verse and Sir. xvi. 18, 19 are independent versions of a lost Hebrew original. Moreover a and /j differ. 
Thus a has rpip.ol"", fl uaA*116,,..8a, Greek of Sir. (TV11u,io,,,.a,. For parallels cf. Judges v. 4; Isa.. !xiv. I; Judith xvi. 15; Ass. Mos. x. 4. 

10. no perception ... sin. Cf. 1 En. lxvii. 1,3. 

IV. 1. BUD quenched. Cf. Matt. xxiv. a9; Mark xiii, 24. 
waters dried up. Cf. Pss. Sol. xvii. 21; Ass. Mos. x. 6; 4 Ezra vi. 24. 
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THE TESTAMENT OF LEVI 8. 4-5. 7 

And the fire cowering, 
And all creation t roubled, 
And the invisible spirits melting away, 
And Hades taketh spoils through the visitations of the Most High 
Men ~ill be unbel~eving ~nd persist in their iniquity. ' 
On this account with punishment shall they be judged. 

2 fTherefore 1 the Most High hath heard thy prayer, 
To separate thee from iniquity, and that thou shouldst become to Him a son 
And a servant, and a minister of His presence. ' 

3 The light of knowledge shalt thou light up in Jacob, 
And as the sun shalt thou be to all the seed of Israel. 

4 And; there shall be giv~~ to thee a ble~sin&", an~ to all thy seed, 
Until the Lord shall visit all the Gentiles m His tender mercies for ever. 

fi r And1 theref~re the~e have been given to th~e counsel and understanding, 
That thou m1ghtst instruct thy sons concemmg this ; 

6 Because they that bless t Him shall be blessed, 
And they that curset Him shall perish. 

6 1 And thereupon the angel opened to me the gates of heaven, and I saw the holy temple, and upon 
2 a throne of glory the Most High. And He said to me : Levi, I have given thee the blessings of the 
3 priesthood unt il I come and sojourn in the midst of Israel. Then the angel brought me down to the 

earth, and gave me a shield and a sword, and said to me : Execute vengeance on Shechem because 
4 of Dinah, thy sister, and I will be with thee because the Lord hath sent me. And I destroyed at 
5 that time the sons of Hamor, as it is written in the heavenly tables. And I said to him : I pray 
6 thee, 0 Lord, tell me Thy name, that I may call upon Thee in a day of tribulation. And he said : 

I am the angel who intercedeth for the nation of Israel that they may not be smitten utterly, 
7 for every evil spirit attacketh it. And after these things I awaked, and blessed the Most High, 

and the angel who intercedeth for the nation of Israel and for all the righteous. 

And Hades taketh apoils. Cf. Isa. v. 14. Or a Christian addition 'and Hades is despoiled•, a«uXfuOJJ.flltlu 
being taken in a passive not middle sense. 

visitatioDfl. A difficult but possible rendering of ,ruSu. If an interpolation,= ' passion '. 
unbelieving and persiat. Cf. Rev. xvi. 9, 11, 21; 1 En. !xvii. 12, 13. For dn,OToiillT'n ~-d All S we have 

tittt&Soii,r•r, ' disobedient' ad. 
:a. become to Him a son. Already in the second century B. c. we find the individual Israelite viewed as a son of 

God. Cf. Sir. xxiii. 1, Ii. 10 (Syriac); Jub. i. 24 (note). 
miniater of Ilia presence. Cf. Jub. xxxi. 14. 

3. The light of knowledge. See xviii. 3 (note). 
4. This' blessing' is probably God's blessing on Levi, as Jub. xxxi. 13, not that pronounced by the priests (T. I{, 

vi. 10, note), or the/riestly privileges, T. L. v. 2. 
Until the Lor shall visit. er. v. 2. 
in His tender mercies. 11 fJ Afl S read ' in His Son's tender mercies '. 
A• reads in 4 • And it shall come to pass in the last days that God shall send [His Son] to save the created things 

[ and thy sons shall la'[ hands on and crucify Him] ' . 11 fJ All S also have the last clause an obvious Christian addition. 
6. For• Him' rea 'thee', as in Isaac's blessing of Levi in Jub. xxxi. 17. 

V. t. opened to me the gate& Cf. the opened door in Rev. iv. 1. L«:vi now enters the third heaven of ii. 9 (<,)._ 
the holy temple. With xviii. 6 and perhaps iii. 4 (fj All S1), the earhest reference to the heavenly temple. Cf. 

Rev. xi. 19, xvi. 17 and contrast Rev. :xxi. 22. 
and upon ... Moat High fJ AS : 'the Holy Most High One sitting upon a throne' "· 

2 . Ulltil I •. . aojourn. For the visible theocracy cf. iv. 4; T. S. vi. S, 
3. a shield. See vi. 1. 

E:secute vengeance. Yet Levi says• we sinned' in vi. 7. 
4. This verse interrupts the narrative. 

heavenly tables fJ Afl S'. See T. A. ii. 101 vii. s (fJ A S1): 'tables of the fathers' "• perhaps better. Cf. Jub. 

XU. 23· . ' • ' • >Ld 6. an1el who intercedeth for the nation of Israel. See my Commentary "' o,·. ffR/Hl&TOU/mOr 1"0 r""r ,..- : 
fl'. - ' - 1"0U -yl,•our d: ffG{M71'0p.tl10f 1"0V -yl~ol)f II =J.uX~ 1"0U 'Y.· A: aw{o>~ t'O 'Y• s1• II se:em~ a bad rendenng of Jn!I, 
a~vi. 2 a. d A 51 =•protector•. For fJ-d • Ase. Js. 1x. 23 {Laun and Slavonic) lste est magnus angelu!' 
Michael deprecans semper pro humanitate '. . . . . . . 

This angel then ap~s to be Michael. Cf. Dan. x. 13, 21, xu. 1. Also see 1 E~. xx. 7, which limits his good 
offices to the righteous ID Israel, cf. T. L. v. 7, He intercedes for Israel, 1 E~. lnx1x. 76, helps Is~el, xc. 14 and 
0 oses the angels of the heathen nations in Dan. x-xii. God Himself is ls~ael s Patron in Deut. xuu. 8-~ (LXX) ; sf! xvii 17 • Jub. xv. 31, 32; Hebrew T. Naph. ix. S, and only the other nations have angel·Pl!-~?s. Or 1t may be 
the. an d of ne.ace that is referred to here. Cf. T. D. vi. 5: Dan.~· 5-6, na,_ 12-,141 19-21, x1-x.11. See also:- A: 

I 6 • Tg B 1"-1-. 1 En xi. 8 Iii. S )iii. 4, &c. for this angel as a guide. He 1s d1stmr.t from Michael, Dan. s. I 3, 
V • 1 • • VI. , • J , t 

I En. xl. 8-g. 
utterly . . . attacketb it > a. 
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THE TESTAMENTS OF THE TWELVE PATRIARCHS 

6 1 And when I was going to my father, I found a bmzen shield; wherefore also the name of the 
2 mountain is Aspis, which i-; m:ar Gebal, to the south of Abila. And I kept these words in my 
.3 heart. And after this I counselled my father, and Reuben my brother, ~o bid the sons of Hamor 

not to be circumcised ; for I was zealous because of the abomination which they had wrought on 
4, 5 my sister. And I slew Shechcm first, and Simeon slew Hamor. And after this my brothers 

6 came and smote rthat1 city with the edge of the sword. And my father heard rthese things1 and 
was wroth, and he was grieved in that they had received the circumcision, and after that had been 

7 put to death, and in his blessings he tlooked amiss upon us. For we sinned because we had done 
8 this thing against his will, and he was sick on tliat day. But I saw that the sentence of God was for 

evil upon Shechem ; for they sought to do to Sarah rand Rebecca 1 as they had done to Dinah our 
9 sister, but the Lord prevented them. And they persecuted Abraham our father when he was a 

stranger, and they vexed his flocks when they were big with young; and Eblaen, who was born in his 
10 house, they most shamefully handled. And thus they did to all strangers, taking away their 
1 1 wives by force, and they tbanished them. But the wrath of the Lord came upon them to the 

uttermost. 
7 1 And I said to my father Jacob : By thee will the Lord despoil the Canaanites, and wilJ give 

2 their land to thee and to thy seed after thee. For from this day forward shaJl Shechem be 
3 called a city of imbeciles ; for as a man mocketh a fool, so did we mock them. Because also 
4 they had wrought folly in Israel by defiling my sister. And we departed and came to Bethel. 

8 r, 2 And there again I saw a vision as the former, after we had spent there seventy days. And I saw seven 
men in white raiment saying unto me: Arise, put on the robe of the priesthood, and the crown of right­
eousness, and the breastplate of understanding, and the garment of truth, and the plate of faith, and the 

3 turban of the thead, and the ephod of prophecy. And they severally carried (these things) and put 
(them) on me, and said unto me : From henceforth become a priest of the Lord, thou and thy seed for 

VI. I. shield. Prof. Sayce suggelitS this=;,•,~, i.e. Mount Hermon (Deut. iii. 9) which is 10 miles SE, of Abilene, 
but 40 miles from Gebal. 

wherefore 11,n. ,,, ,p a. 
2. I kept ... heart. Cf. Dan. iv. 25 LXX (contrast LXX in vii. 28); Luke ii. 19. 
3. my brother > c. 

not c only. Jub. xxx. 1-4; Joseplius, Ant. i. 21. 1 omit the circumcision of the Shechernites. Levi was opposed 
to their circumcision as he intended to avenge the insult done to his sister. 

on my sister II Aa: 'in Israel' t:I AS S1• 

4-5. Cf. Gen. xxxiv. 25··7, where the other sons of Jacob' came upon the slain and spoiled the city'. 
6. Cf. Gen. xxxiv. 30; Jub. xxx. 25. Gen. says Jacob reproached Simeon and Levi. 

looked amiss. 1rup1ill111 a: 'did inequitably', .O.>.cos i'll'oiqrr,11 ~ g AfJ s1. 
7. he was sick c b: 'I was sick' h 1:1-b A S1• 

8. upon Shechem > a. and Rebecca > a. The Shechemites had done nothing to Sarc1h and Rebecca-for the 
incidents at Gerar see Gen. x.x. 31 xxvi. 7. 

9. Also not in Genesis. 
10. their wives /j-a f A S1 : ror fi11as "a f, i.e. wives of guests or strangers. 

banished, a mistranslation of 1,n.,, 'seduced them' (to idolatry), or 'forced them', as Prov. vii, :u. See Jub. 
xxx. 7-17, where intermarriage with heathen involves the death penalty, as in the case of the Shechemites. Marnage 
with a Gentile was considered equivalent to worship of the Gentile idols. 

11. of the Lord fj S1 
: ' of God ' a. This verse, adopted by St. Paul in 1 Thess. ii. 16, seems to be based on Gen. 

xxxv. S and presupposes ni;;>Q JI~~ instead of nJ.:11'.' 'l'.I~!- Jub. :xxx. 26 reads the latter. . 

VII. 1. Jacobn: 'benotangrymy(afg: >A")lordJacob(>d)'l:l-bAS1• 
2. a city of imbeciles. Cf. Sir. 1. 26-of Shechem. 
3. wrought folly in Israel. Gen. xxxiv. 7; Jub. xxx. 5. 
4. And we +' took our sister' b e g. 

came to BetheL Cf. Jub. xxxi. 3; Gen. xxxv. 6. 

VIII. 1 .. For this vision cf. Jub. xxxii. 1, where, however, Levi has already visited Isaac and returned to Bethel. 
See T. L. 1x. 1. 

2. Seven men. For the' seven angels' cf. Ezek. ix. 2, and for theii· names see I En. xx. 
robe of the priesthood, &c. See my Commentary in loc, Cf. Exod. xxviii. 4, 36-8, xxix. 5; S1r xlv. 8-12 • 

Philo, de Vila jllos. iii. ~ 1- 14; Josephus, Ant. iii. 7. 1 6. ' 
robe = n~ or tunic of every priest. 
crown = "19P.-
breastplate of understanding. Cf. 'breastplate of judgement', Exod. xxviii. 15 ; cf. s,r. xiv. 10. 
garment-the long outer robe or 1roll~pqr. 
plate= 1rfraX011 or rJ. See Encyc. Bi6. iii. 3157. 
turban of the thead. The p.[Tpa should have some virtue or power ~ssociated with it, So for ~lln (1Ct(/H,A'1r a), 

and nl)\C {rrr,,uiou b deg A a, corrupted to a.,.,,fllov a fSI), we must read ,i~, 'uprightneaa '. 
ephod of prophecy. Cf. 1 Sam. xxiii. 9

1 
10. 

3. a priest • , , ever (:J A S1
• 'A priest, thou and all thy seed ' a. Cf. J uh. xxxii. 1, wbich supports f:J As•. 
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THE TESTAMENT OF LEVI 6. 1-9. 6 

4, 5 ever. And the first anointed me with holy oil, and gave to me the staff of judgement. The second 
wash~ me with pure w~ter, and fed me wi~h bread and wi,!le (ev~n) the most holy things. and clad 

6, 7 me with a holy and glorious robe. The third clothed me with a linen vestment like an ephod. The 
8, 9 fourth put round me a girdle like unto purple. The fifth gave me a branch of rich olive. The sixth 

1 o placed a. cr~wn on my head .. The seventh ~laced on my head a diadem of priest.hood, and filled my 
11 hands with incense, that I might serve as pnest to the Lord God. And they said to me: Levi thy 
12 seed shall be divided into three offices, for a sign of the glory of the Lord who is to come. And the 
13 first portion shall be great; yea, greater than it shall none be. The second shall be in the pricst-
14 hood. And the third shall be called by n new name, because a king shall arise in Judah, and shall 
15 establish a new priesthood, after the tfashion of the Gentiles [to all the Gentiles]. And llis presence 

is beloved, as a prophet of the Most High, of the seed of Abraham our father. 
16 Therefore, every desirable thing in Israel shall be for thee and for thy seed, 

And ye shall eat everything fair to look upon, 
And the table of the Lord shall thy seed apportion. 

17 And some of them shall be high priests, and judges, and scribes ; 
For by their mouth shall the holy place be guarded. 

18, 19 And when I awoke, I understood that this (dream) was like the first dream. And I hid this also 
in my heart, and told it not to any man upon the earth. 

9 1, 2 And after two days I and Judah went up with our father Jacob to Isaac our father's father. And 

l 

my father's father blessed me according to all the words of the visions which I had seen. And 
3 he would not come with us to Bethel. r And when we came to Bethell, my father saw a vision 
4 concerning me, that I should be their priest unto God. And he rose up early in the morning, 
5 and paid tithes of all rto the Lord1 through me. And r so 1 we came to Hebron to dwell there. 
6 And Isaac called me continually to put me in remembrance of the law of the Lord, even as the 

4. of judgement > n. 
5. bread and wine, (even) the most holy things c i (:J S1: • holy bread and wine' h A. Cf. Gen. xiv. 18. ls 

Christian influence apparent here ? 
9-10. So a fJ S1 : 'And the sixth filled my hands with incense that I might serve as priest before ~he Lord ' A" : 'And 

the sixth placed a diadem of priesthood on my head and the seventh filled,' &c. A h• : 'And the sixth and the seventh 
gave me a diadem of priesthood and again filled,' &c. A O d • r IJ. 

filled my hands. This= ordination. Cf. Exod. xxviii. 41. 
Godn : >fJAS. . 

11. These three offices filled by Moses (12), the Aaronitic priesthood (13), and the Maccabean prmces (14, 15), are 
signs of the Messiah's coming. . 

12. the 6.1'9t portion, «Aijpnr, is Moses. Text = u: +mOTEwnr (before ,r-p/;,Tor) b d cg: 'And those who believe 
first shall have a great ponion • A. 

14. the third, the Maccabees, and in particular John Hyrcanus. 
a new name: 'priests of the Most High God • Cf. Gen. xiv. 18 (Melchizedek); also Ass. Mos. vi. I; Josephus, 

A nt. xvi. 6. 2; Jub. xxxii, 1, xxxvi. 16; T. L. viii. 15. 
king. See I Mace. xiv. 41. Simon was 4fJX<EfHvr, <rrpCl'nl'Yor, and ,811<iP,c'lr. 
in Judah, 'out of Judah' a /3: 'in Judah• A, possibly. 
new priesthood. Cf. xviii. 2. . , 
after the fashion of the Gentiles, &c. n fj-d AfJ S : ' a new priest~oo~ to all the Genti)es d. Th~ brack~ted 

words may go back to a dittogmphy in the Hebrew. For ' after the fashion read perhaps as m the note m my Com· 
mentary ' for a mediator '. . 

15. Verses 14-15 date this work in the time of the Maccabean dynasty. Verse IS. dates 1t ~nder J?hn Hyrca~~s, 
who alone of the Maccabees is credited with the gift of prophecy, Josephus, R~//. /11d. 1. 2. 8. Cf. refs. m T. L. xvm. 6 
(note). Moreover, it must be earlier than his struggle with the Pharisees. 

beloved a a f S1 : ' unutterable ' /j-a f A. . . 
16. Cf. Isaac's blessing of Levi in Jub. xxxi. 16; also T. Jud. xx,. S ; S1r. xiv. 21. 
17. Cf. Jub. xxxi. 15. 

guarded fj-a f A/j : 'taken' a f (ch imply). 
b1 their mouth ... 'at their word'. 

18-1x. 9. Cf. Aramaic Fragment, Appendix II in Commentary, 
19. The first dream vision is also kept secret by Levi. Cf, v,. 2. 

IX. 1, Here the visit to Isaac follows the dream vision of T. L. viii. In Jub. xxxi. 13-17 the visit and Isaac's 
blessing precede the vision at Bethel in :uxii. 1. . . 

to 1 ... c. Isaac was living in Abraham's house (Jub. xxx1. s) m Hebron (v. 5, Gen. xxxv. 27). Cf. Aram. and 

Gk. Frag. v. n . 
2. Cf. Jub. :uxi, 13-17. 

he would not come. Cf. Jub. xxxi. 27. . . . If, J b, 1 ., h i 
3- and when . , , Bethel n be,. In Jub. xxxii. 1 Levi, not Jacob, has this vrsron. aco ,e n:au l ere or 

•Levi', the difference in order mentioned in ix. 1 (note) would be removed. 
unto God fJ S1 : ' before the Lord' A : > 11. 

4- Cf. Jub. xxxii. 2. 
S, At Hebron Isaac was living. . . . 
6-14. These instructions Abraham gives to Isaac m Jub. xx1. I 23. 
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THE TESTAMENTS OF THE T\VELVE PATRIARCHS 

7 ang-cl of the Lord showed unto me. And he taught me the law of the priesthood, of. ~crifi~, 
i- \\"hole burnt-offerings, first-fruits, freewill-offerings, peace-offerin~s. And each day he was 1nstr~~t1ng 
9 me. and was busied on my behalf before: the Lord, and said to me: Beware of the spmt of 

10 fornication; for this shall continue and shall by thy seed pollute the holy place. Take, therefore, 
to thrself a wife without blemish or pollution, while yet thou art young, and not of the race of 

, , strange nations. And before entering into the holy place, bathe; and when thou otferest the 
, 2 sacrifice. wash · and ao-ain when thou finishest the sacrifice, wash. Of twelve trees havmg leaves 

' b ' I b r d b' d1 ffi , ., offer to the Lord, as Abraham taught me also. And of every c ean east an 1r o er a 
14 sacrifice to the Lord. And of all thy first-fruits and of wine offer the first, as a sacrifice to the 

Lord God; and every sacrifice thou shalt salt with salt. 
10 , Now. therefore, observe whatsoever I command you, children; for whatsoever things I have 

2 heard from my fathers r1 have declared unto you. And behold 1 I am clear from your ungodliness 
and transgression, which ye shall commit in the end of the ages [against the Saviour of the 
world, Christ, acting godlessly l, deceiving Israel, and stirring up agaim,t it great evils from the 

3 Lord. And ye shall deal lawfessly together with Israel, so He shall not bear with Jerusalem 
because of your wickedness ; but the veil of the temple shall be rent, so as not to cover your 

4 shame. And ye shall be scattered as captives among the Gentiles, and shall be for a reproach 
5 and for a curse there. For the house which the Lord shall choose shall be called Jerusalem, 

as is contained in the book of Enoch the righteous. 
1, ::i Therefore when I took a wife I was twenty-eight years old, and her name was Melcha. And 

she conceived and bare a son, and I called his name Gersam, for we were sojourners in our land. 
3, 4 And I saw concerning him, that he would not be in the first rank. And Kohath was born in the 

5 thirty.fifth year r of my life 1, towards sunrise. And I saw in a vision that he was standing on high 
6 in the midst of all the congregation. Therefore I called his name Kohath [ which is, beginning of 
7 majestr and instruction]. And she bare me a third s~n. in the fortieth year of my life; and since 

his mother bare him with difficulty, I called him Merari, that is, 'my bitterness,' because he also was 

7. law of the priesthood, i. e. t)~' custom' or' prerogatives' of the priests. Cf. Deut. xviii. 3. Cf. the peace­
offerings and thank-offerings in J ub. xxi. 7- 9. 

8. before the Lord > a. 1 

9. beware of . . . fornication. <.:f. Jub. xxi. 21-2; Aram. and (jk. Frag. 14, 16; T. R. 1. 6, &c. 
holy place, or ' holy things•. 

10. Take ... a wife. Cf. Aram. and t;k. .Frag. 17. 
11. For these ablutions d. Jub. xxi. 16; Aram. and Gk. Frag. 19, 21, 53. 

wash, "''"'ov, i.e. the hands and the feet, whereas ' bathe ', >.ounv, refers to the whole ood)'· 
12. trees having leaves II g; 'evergt·een trees' {'J-g A. See Aram. and Gk. f"rag. 23-4; Jub. xx,. 12. 
13. and bird > A. 
14. of ..• firat fruits .•. the first. Cf. Ezek. xliv. 30 (Heb.); Sir. xh·. 20 (Gk,J. 

as a sacrifice to the Lord God a: ' a sacrifice unto the Lord ' a f: ' unto the Lord ' d e g AfJ S1 : > b. 
and every sacrifice thou shalt salt with salt> a. Cf. Jub. xxi. 11; Lev. ii. 13; Mark ix. 49, 50. 

X. This chapter belongs to the first century B.c., and is an attack on the later .Maccabean high-priests. See xiv-xv (note). 
1. I have declared unto you > d A. 
2. And behold > /3 A. 

[against the Saviour ... godleasly.J A Christian addition. 'Christ' c onl)·: 'acting godlessly' fj A 51. 
stirring up ... evils. Cf. Isa. x. 26, &c. 

3. together with Israel f:J AS' : 'in lsrael • c. 
the veil! «.ara1rfowµ.a c (~ plur.); cf. Mark xv. 3~. ;,,av,ui_f1-d As. suggests that !011 11aoii is an interpolation, and 

that the rending of garments 1s spoken of; cf. Isa. xxu. 8, A" mserts 1eoa"'°11 before rov 111111ii. 
4. there+'and a trampling under foot' ~AS. Cf. Isa. xxviii. 18. 
S· This ,·erse seems to be an addition or at least an afterthought. 

the hoWie which the Lord shall choose. 1 En. lxxxix. 54 calls Jerusalem' the house of the Lord'. 
which the Lord shall choose. Deut. xii. s, &c. 
the book of Enoch. The references to Enoch in the Testaments are suspicious. See m>· Commentary 

Pl'· t9:-so. Refer~nces occur in T. S. v. 4; T. L. x. S, xiv. 1 (> .. ),xvi. 1 (> u); T. Jud. xviii. 1 (> 
11
); T. D. v. 6; 

T. N. I\'. I; T. B. 1x. 1 (> A). Four of these belong to the first century u.c., and only in two, T. S. \'. 4 T. N . iv. 1 
of the others do all our authorities agree. S1 further refers to Enoch in T. A. ii. 10, vii. 1, 5. ' ' 

XI. 1. See xii. 5. 
Melcha. Gk. and Syr. Frag. 62 and Jub. xxxiv. 20. 

2. Geraam. Cf. Gen. xlvi. 11. 
sojournera. Cf. Exod. ii. 2::: 'in a land of sojourning' "· 

3· Cf. Gk. Frag. 64, 6s. Gersam was bom at sunset, and so Will> not to rise to honour. 
4. thirty-fifth: 'thirty-fourth' Aram. (and Gk.?) Frag. 
S-6. C~. ~ram. and Gk. Frag. 67, which also suggests a paronomasia of nnp and )np 'congregation'. The 

bracke,ts md1cate a gl~ss. The (jk, Frag. 67 adds 'and his seed shall be dpx,j /3aO",>..,,,.,, lfpdr,v,ia.' Cf. here dp,ri µr}IGAtco11 11:al 1711µ.fJ,JJaaµ.n,:. 

7. my bitterness > 'my' a. Cf. Aram. and Gk. Frag. 69. 

310 



THE TESTAMENT OF LEVI 9. 7 -13. 9 

g like to die. And Jochebed was born in Egypt, in my sixty-fourth year, for I was renowned then in 
the midst of my brethren. 

iJ.2 1, 2 And Gersam took a wife, and she bare to him Lomni and Semei. And the sons of Kohath, 
3. 4 Ambram, Issachar, Hebron, and Ozeel. And the sons of Merari, Mooli, and Mouses. And rin the 

ninety-fourth year1 Ambram took Jochebed my daughter to him to wife, for they were born in one 
5 day, he and my daughter. Eight years old was I when I went into the land of Canaan. and eighteen 

years when I slew Shechem, and at nineteen years I became priest, and at twenty-eight yea.rs I took 
6 a wife, and at forty-eight I went into Egypt. And behold, my children, ye are a third generation. 
'1 In my hundred and eighteenth year Joseph died. 

13 1 And now, my children, I command you: 
Fear the Lord your God rwith your whole heart1, 
And walk in simplicity according to all His law. 

2 And do ye a lso teach your children letters, 
That they may have understanding all their life, 
Reading unceasingly the law of God. 

3 For every one that knoweth the law of the Lord shall be honoured, 
And shall not be a stranger whithersoever he goeth. 

_. Yea, many friends shall he gain more than his parents, 
And many men shall desire to serve him, 
And to hear the law from his mouth. 

5 Work righteousness, rtherefore1, my children, upon the earth, 
That ye may have (it) as a treasure in heaven. 

6 And sow good things in your souls, 
That ye may find them in your life. 
But if ye sow evil things, 
Ye shall reap every trouble and affliction. 

7 Get wisdom in the fear of God with diligence ; 
For though there be a leading into captivity, 
And cities and lands be destroyed, 
And gold and silver and every possession perish, 
The wisdom of the wise nought can take away, 
Save the blindness of ungodliness, and the callousness (that comes) of sin. 

s rFor if one keep oneself from these evil things 1, 
Then even among his enemies shall wisdom be a glory to him, 
And in a strange country a fatherland, 
And in the midst of foes shall prove a friend. 

9 Whosoever teaches noble things and does them, 
Shall be enthroned with kings, 
As was also Joseph my brother. 

8. Jochebed . .. renowned, a play on the name in Hebrew. Cf, the Frag. 71. 

XII, 1-3. er. Exod. vi. 17-19. . , b ··· · 
5. Eight years. er. Syr. Frag. 'eighteen' Aram. Frag. 78: 'nine J.u , XX~)!'· 14, xxix. J4. 

eighteen years. So Syr. Frag. and Aram. Frag., also Jub. xxx. 2 wit~ xxvm. 14, 23. 
forty-eight: 'forty' text, 'forty-eight' Aram. Frag . .79. er. T. Jud:.:t"· 12 (note). 

7. hundred and eighteenth. For a different calculat,on see Jub. xxvm. 14, 24. 

XIII. 1. A poem in praise of the ~ise. Cf, ~ir. xxxix. 9-11. 
2 , teach , , , letters. er. T. R. IV, l, This verse> a, 
4. desire to serve him. er. Sir, x. 2~. . . . 

5 righteousness= alms. Cf. LXX m Deut. v1. 25, xx1v. 13; Ps. xx1v. S· 
. have (it) as a treasure emended. ' find, /3 All S: 'be healed_' a. Both utmn a;~d ,tcl)"ln corrupt for }.,'!Rtoodn. 

· T b" · 8 , p 15b. B B thra n• · Pss -Sol ,x. 6 9 ; 1 En. xxxvm. 2. The treasure o g ~~rk~8!~c;~~ ~~o i~ ~t ~~r,11~ 77~ 2 B~r. ~iv.~ 2 ; Shabbath '3111 ;
0 

and ls the measure of the righteous' final reward, 
4 Ezra viii. 33 ; 2 Bar. xxiv. 1_., 

6. eow evil, er. Prov. xxu. 8, 
7. with diligence fJ Afl S: > a A". 

nought, oli&.lr, text, . 
the bllu.d1U1811 of ungodliness. Cf. xtv. 4. 

8. For if • , , tbJnp a: ' But if one keep the:,~ ' d : > ~-d A S. 
9• teach• . , . and doea, Cf. Matt. v. 19, vu. 24, 26. 

noble a: ' these ' fJ A. 
311 



TIIE TESTAMENTS OF THE TWELVE PATRIARCHS 

u, An #, AB S1 

14 r Therefore, my children, I have learnt that at 
the end of the ages ye will transgress against the 
Lord,stretching out hands to wickedness [against 
Him] ; and to all the Gentiles shall ye become a 
scorn. 

And now, my children, I have learnt &om the 1 

writing of Enoch that in the end ye will trans­
gress against the Lord, stretching out hands to 
all wickedness ; and your brethren shall be put 
to shame because of you, and to all the Gentiles 
shall ye become a scorn. 

2 For our father Israel is pure from the transgressions of the chief priests [ who shall lay their 
hands upon the Saviour of the world]. 

u, ,\R fJ S1 AB 
:l For as the heaven is purer in 3. The heaven is purer than My children, be ye pure as 3 

the Lord's sight than the earth, the earth, and ye, the lights of the heaven is (purer) than the 
so also be ye, the lights of Israel, Israel, are tas sun and moon. earth: and ye who are the lights 
(purer) than all the Gentiles. of Israel, shall be as the sun and 

.f But if ye be darkened through 
transgressions, what, therefore, 
will all the Gentiles do living 
in blindness? Yea, ye shall 
bring a curse upon our race, 
because the light of the law 
which was given for to lighten 
every man this ye desire to 
destroy by teaching command­
ments contrary to the ordinances 
of God. 

•· What will all the Gentiles 
Jo, if ye be darkened through 
transgressions ? Yea, ye shall 
bring a curse upon our race, 
because the light of the law 
which was given to lighten every 
man, this ye shall desire to de­
stroy by teaching command­
ments contrary to the ordinances 
of God. 

moon. 
What will all the Gentiles do, 4 

if ye be darkened through trans­
gression? Yea, curses will come 
upon your race, and the light 
which was given through the 
law to lighten you and every 
man ye shall desire to destroy, 
and teach your commandments 
contrary to the ordinances of 
God. 

5 The offerings of the Lord ye shall rob, and from His portion shall ye steal choice portions, 
6 eating (them) contemptuously with harlots. And out of covetousness ye shall teach the command-

XIV-XVI. The groundwork and indeed the main narrative of the Testaments is pro-Maccabean, and exalts Levi 
and his posterity. Unquestioning obedience to them is required. But in x, xiv-xvi words fail to denounce the 
lewdness and baseness of the priests. The chief priests transgress, are covetous, corrupt the Jaw, teach contruy to 
God's ordinances, profane the priesthood, and pollute the sacrifices. For this reason the Temple shall be laid wute 
and they shall go into captivity, a scorn to the Gentiles. 

The date i11 not after A. D. 701 ns the Temple prediction might seem to suggest, for the Sadduceea, who are in view 
in xiv. 4 and xvi. 2, disappear after that date as a party. The Pharisees, moreover, were not the subjects of~ 
after 63 B. c. when the Pharisaic Hyrcanus became a vassal king under the RomanL Nor were the tilch-_prieats 
immoral in the first century A. D, The sack of Jerusalem, if already enacted, would be more than a vague 1)1'.0pbecy. 

The charges of grou immorality and profanation and of penecuting the righteous a_P.ply alike to the Helleniadc 
priesta of 2oc>-170 B.C., and the Sadducean priests of JO<r6o B.C. But the eating of aacnfi'ces with harlots in public 
can refer only to Jannaeus. See xiv. S (note). As he died in 78 B.C., this passage cannot be much later, In aay 
case it is later than Dan. ix. 2-4, which is the source of the interpretation of Jeremiah's seventy yean as weeks of years 
in xvi. 11 and later too than 1 En. 1xxxix. S4, which cannot be dated before 164 Ii. c. 

XIV. 1. learnt +'from the writing of Enoch' fJ A S1• The following words do not occur in Enoch· yet cf. 1 En 
xci. 6, xciii. 9. See T. L. x. S (note). , ' ' 

tramgreaa . . . wlc:kedneu + • against Him ' a, a Christian addition : > ' all ' a. We might render /fJ » 51 
' stretching out hands against the Lord in all wickedness '. 

2. JJl'!C. &c. Cf. T. S. vi. 1. The chief,~ are the Maccabean prince-priests, in particu)ar Jannaeaa. 
(wbo shall lay, &c.), a Christian acldiuon. 

3- a gives the clearest version. Yet fJ s• and.V lead us to correct• sun' into 'heaven', and 'on' to 'than• • Sun 
and moon' in fJ .V S 1 also ~y be orir!nal, and ' than all the Gentiles' may be due to a's drawing U.J>OD the n-wne, 

4- The autho.~.connects sin ~!osely wu~ ~~rim~ of mind. er. T. R. Iii. 8; T. L. xiii. 7, xiv • .ft xix. 1; T. Jos. vu. 5; 
also T. Jud. xvm. J. 6; T. D. lL 4 i T. G. m. 3, VL 2. 

tbe light of the law. Cf. W1sd. xviii. 4; Prov. vi. 23; T. L. xviii, 3; Ps. cxix. 105. 
Ucht ••• to lighten every man. John i. 9. 
teachinc commandments contrary. Cf. incident of Jannaeus, Josephus, A,u. xiiL 13- 5; Bdl. 1"'1. i. .f. 3, 

together with Talmud, Sukka 481t, See also Pss. Sol viii. 12, 13 for the Maccabean robbery or temple gifts, and 
approach when unclean to the altar. See also Jub. xv. 1. 

S· This verse and 6 up to ' defile and • >A•. 
the offerlnp ••• rob. Cf. Pss. Sol. viii. 12 ,.ci cSyaca TOii ltov &paC••· For the cue al Simon ba Sbetac:b aeo 

my Commentary, p. 57. 
steal choice portlona a a f. 'steal : and before sacrificing to the Lord ye shall sake the choice portions,' 

bdeg.V. 
eating them contemptuously with harlots. Cf. Joeephus, A,u. xiii. 14- :a, of Jannaeus' savap celemation cs. his 

victory over the Pharisees : 'Ecrru.,u_. /,, .._...,, ~ ,..., ->.MUI,.,. 
6. out of covetoaaneu. Cf. Mic. iii. 11, • the priests teach for hire.' CE I Pet. v. :a. 
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THE TESTAMENT OF LEVI 14. 1-17. 2 

men ts. of the Lord, wedded women shall ye ~o!lute, rand the virgins of J crusalem shall ye defile 1 ; 

artd with harlots and adulteresses shall ye be Jomed, and the daughters of the Gentiles shall ye take 
to wife, purifying them with an unlawful purification ; and your union shall be like unto Sodom and 

7 Gomorrah. And ye shall be puffed up because of your priesthood, lifting yourselves· up against 
8 men, and not only so, but also against the commands of God. For ye shall contemn the holy 

things with jests and laughter. 
15 I Therefore the temple, which the Lord shall choose, shall be laid waste through your uncleanness, 

2 and ye shall be captives throughout all nations. And ye shall be an abomination unto them, and ye 
3 shall receive reproach and everlasting shame from the righteous judgement of God. And all who hate 
4 you shall l'ejoice at your destruction. And if you were not to receive mercy through Abraham, Isaac, 

and Jacob, our fathers, not one of our seed should be left upon the ca1th. 
16 1 And now I have learnt that for seventy weeks ye shall go astray, and profane the priesthood, and 

2 pollute the sacrifices. And ye shall make void the law, and set at nought the words of the prophets 
by evil perverseness. And ye shall persecute righteous men, and hate the godly ; the words of the 

3 faithful shall ye abhor. [ And a man who reneweth the law in the power of the Most High, ye shall 
call a deceiver; and at last ye shall rush (upon him) to slay him, not knowing his dignity, taking 

4 innocent blood through wickedness upon your heads.] And your holy places shall be laid waste 
5 even to the ground because of thim. And ye shall have no place that is clean ; but ye shall be 

among the Gentiles a curse and a dispersion until He shall again visit you, and in pity shall receive 
you [ through faith and water]. 

17 1 And whereas ye have heard concerning the seventy weeks, hear also concerning the priesthood. 
2 For in each jubilee there shall be a priesthood. And in the first jubilee, the first who is anointed to 

the priesthood shall be great, and shall speak to God as to a father. And his priesthood shall be 

wedded women, &c. Cf. Pss. Sol. iv. 5, 6, 11, 12, 151 23, for like charges against the Sadducees. 
and the virgins of Israel (Jerusalem b g) shall ye defile. /1 only. Cf. Pss. Sol. ii. 14. 
with harlots and adulteresses. Cf. Pss. Sol. iv. 23. 
daughters of the Gentiles . .. wife. The prohibition of marriage with Canaanites in Deut; vii. 3 (cf. Gen. 

xxiv. 3, &c.) was suspended in the case of captives during war, Deut. xxi. 10-13. After Ezra (Ezra lX, 1-2, x. 10-11 ; 
Neb. x. 30) the prohibition was extended to all Gentiles. Contrast 1 Mace. i. 15 (the Hellenizing Jews), and the 
reaction again in Jub. xxx. 7, 10. . . . 

purifying . .. purification fJ A: > a. Lax observance of customary punficattons may be meant, or at may be 
that any purification is unlawful, i.e. the prohibition is absolute. 

like unto Sodom. Cf. Jude 7. 
7. Hftfng ... menafJAu: >AfJ. 
XV. 1-2. I take this to be a bona fide prediction. 
1. shall be laid waste (d. xvi. 4), as under Antiochus Epiphanes, 1 Mace. i. 39, iv. 38. 
3.hateaaefS: 'see ' bdgAII . 

shall rejoice at your destruction a : ' shall flee from you ' fJ A/J . 
4. our seed c1 A4

: 'your seed' h c1 d A/J : 'my seed' /1-d S. 
XVI. 1. I have learnt + 'in the book of Enoch ' fJ AfJ S : 'and . .. that' >A". The seventy weeks come from 

Dan, ix. 24- Cf. the seventy shepherd periods of 1 En. lxxxix. 59. 
profane the priesthood. Cf. Neb. xiii. 29. 
pollute the sacrifices, i. e. approach the altar when unclean. Cf. Pss. Sol. ii. 3, viii. 13, 26; Ass. Mos. vi. 1. 
sacrifices. 'altars' a, cf. 1 Mace. iv. 38. 

z. make void the law, &c. Cf. 1 En. xcix. 2; civ. 9, 10. 
persecute righteous men. A charge against the Sadducees in I En. ciii. 14, 1 S· . 

3 Is this verse a Christian interpolation or is it recast by Christian scribes? If the latter, the Omas of Josephus, 
Aid. xiv. 2. 1 2 may be meant, who refus~d to pray for Hyrcanus II against Aristobulus II. Or possibly Onias III, 
alluded to in Dan. ix. 26, xi. 22; 2 Mace. iv. 33-6. Cf. I En. xc. 8. 

in the power of the llost High a fJ S1 : 'of the Most High' A/J : >A". 
a deceiver. Cf. Matt. xxvii. 63, of our Lord. , la h' , A" 
rush (upon him) to ~lay him!'· Cf. AC!s vii. 57, 58. • slay as ye s~ppose ' /1 All S: ye shall s Y am , 

These variants seem to point to a d1ttograpby an the Hebrew. 
dignity J GJICU1\'lll'G, a (1 $ 1 : c resurrection '1 UIIUOTaO'lll ~ ~· C d e. 
taking innocent blood . . . heads. Cf. Matt. xxvn. 24, 25. 

4. And tJ,-bA: > b S1 : ' and I say unto you' a. 
t bim. ' it ' g. 
laid waste a A" : ' polluted ' fJ A/J S. . . . . . . 

5• (through faith and water] a (J-e• A S : > e~ A".. Prob~~ly a. C~nsuan addition. But baptism .was already m 
use among the Jews by the Christian era, while 4 Ezra 1x. 7, xm. 23, 1ns1st on the need and value of faith. See also 
2 Bar. liv. 16, 21, lvii. 2, &c. . h dd d 

XVll. This chapter is unintelligible. Verses 1-9 seem to be an intrusion, or defective. Possibly t ey were a e 
with x, xiv-xvi, or at a later time, Levi was ap~aren~ly not the speaker •. 

1 There was no account of the seventy weeks an xvi: only a bare mention. . 
· jubilee should be forty-nine or fifty years. Where the seven begin or end is uncertain, also the duration of each. 2
• the ftra't who is anointed, Levi or Moses. For Levi cf. v. ~· v1. 2 ff. . ... 
speak to God as to a father. Cf. xviii. 6. Moses spoke with God as a friend. Exod. xxxm. 11. 
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THE TESTAl\IENTS OF THE TWELVE PATRIARCHS 

pcrfcd \\'ith the Lord, f and in the day of his gladness shall he arise for the salvation of the world). 
3 l n the ;.ccond jubilee, he that is anointed shall be conceived in the sorrow of beloved ones; and his 
4 priesthood shall be honoured and shall be glorified by all. And the third priest shall be taken hold 
!i of by sorrow. And the fomth shall be in pain, because unrighteousness shall gather itself against 
<, him exceedingly, and all Israel shall hate each one his neighbour. The fifth shall be taken hold, of 
7 hr darkness. Likewise also the sixth and the seventh. And in the seventh shall be such pollutton 
8 as I cannot express before men, for they shall know it who do these things. Therefore shall they 
9 be taken captive and become a prey, and their land and their substance shall be destroyed. 

10 • \nd in the fifth week LIH:y shall return to their desolate country, and shall renew the house of the 
11 Lord. And in the seventh week shall become priests, (who arc) idolaters, adulterers, lovers of money, 

proud, lawless, lascivious, abusers of children and beasts. 
18 1 And after their punishment shall have come from the Lord, the priesthood shall fail. 

2 Then shall the Lord raise up a new priest. 
And to him all the words of the Lord shall be revealed ; 
And he shall execute a righteous judgement upon the earth for a multitude of days. 

3 And his star shall arise in heaven as of a king. 
Lighting up the light of knowledge as the sun the day, 
And he shall be magnified in the world. 

4 He shall shine forth as the sun on the earth, 
And shall remove all darkness from under heaven, 
And there shall be peace in all the earth. 

fi The heavens shall exult in his days1 

And the earth shall be glad, 
And the tclouds shall rejoice : 
L And the knowledge of the Lord shall be poured forth upon the earth, as the water of the seas;] 
And the angels of the glory of the presence of the Lord shall be glad in him. 

6 The heavens shall be opened, 
And from the temple of glory shall come upon him sanctification, 
With the Father's voice as from Abraham to Isaac. • 

7 And the glory of the Most High shall be uttered over him, 
And the spirit of understanding and sanctification shall rest upon him [in the water]. 

8 For he shall give the majesty of the Lord to His sons in truth for evermore; 

perfect with the Lord. Cf. 1 Kings viii. 61, &c. 
[and in the day . . . arise, &c.] An intrusion. 

3. Aaron apparently, born during the oppression in Egypt. 
S· sball gather itself against him. Restored from • shall add to him ' text. Perhaps should be ' shall be added 

unto him'. The references are most obscure. 
10-11. Part of the original text, containing a division of some period into seven weeks. Their duration is uncertain, 

but the events referred to are clear. 
10. Return of Ezra and Nehemiah, and re-dedication of the temple, about 516 B.C. Cf. I En. lxxxix. 72. 
11. The Hellenizing chief-priests who with Antiochus Epiphanes opposed Judaism. 

seventh /3 AfJ S : ' seventieth ' a. 
adulterers a : ' contentious ' /3 AfJ S '· 

X\'111. The new priesthood, to follow the immoral Hellenizers of the Zadokite line. 
2-15. A Messianic hymn. 
2. a new priest. Cf. viii. 14. 
3. his star. Cf. T. Jud. xxiv. 1, also derived from Num. xxiv. 17. 

in heaven. In T. Jud. xxiv. 1, same passage recurs with• in peace.' 
lighting up the light of knowledge= Hos. x. 12 (LXX). Cf. Syr. and Targ. Jon. The Hebrew there reads 

'tiil ye the untilled ground'. For our text cf. iv. 3; T. B. xi. 2; also Jer. iv. 3. 
as the san the day. So emended from texts, all corrupL Cf. iv. 3. 
in the world +' until bis ascension' {3 AfJ S1• 

S· And the +clouds, perhaps read 'because of him' and omit 'shall be glad'. The bracketed words spoil the 
J>arallelism. Cf. l En. h. 4 (as emended). 

6. heavens •ball be opened. Cf. ii. 6, v. 1; T. Jud. xxiv. 2; also Ezek. i. 1. The voice from the opened heaven 
resembles Matt. iii. 16, 17, &c. 

With the ~!ther's voice. This se.ems to refer to Hyrcanus, whose receiving of a Bath Qol is mentioned by 
Jos~phus, A11/. ~m. 10. 3 ;.Jer. Talmud, :Sotah. ix. 12. Probably Hyrcanus had some attestation, at least in popular 
behef, such as Simon had in Ps. ex. 

as from Abraham to Isaac, i.e. as son, in a Messianic sense, 
7. spirit or understanding. Cf. Isa. xi. 2; 1 En. xlix. 3. 

[in the water] > e only. A Christian addition. 
~. For a only. 

he, probably John Hyrcanus, and not God. Hence 'of the Lord' and not • His own majesty•, On the other 
hand in vv. 10-12 'he' :.cems to mean God. . 

sons in truth= true sons, T. Jud. xxiv. 3. 



THE TESTAMENT OF LEVI 17. 2-19. 5 

/\nd there shall none succeed him for all generations for ever. 
9 And in his priesthood the Gentiles shall be multiplied in knowledge upon the earth 

And enlightened through the grace of the Lord : ' 
In his priesthood shall sin come to an end, 
And the lawless shall cease to do evil. 
(And the just shall rest in him.] 

10 And he shall open the gates of paradise, 
And shall remove the threatening sword against Adam. 

• 1 And he shall give to the saints to eat from the tree of life, 
And tbe spirit of holiness shall be on them. 

12 And Beliar shall be bound by him, 
And be shall give power to His children to tread upon the evil spirits. 

13 And the Lord shall rejoice in His children, 
And be well pleased in His beloved ones for ever. 

14 Then shall Abraham and Isaac and Jacob exult, 
And I will be glad, 
And all the saints shall clothe themselves with joy. 

19 1 And now, my children, ye have heard all; choose, therefore, for yourselves either the light or the 
2 darkness, either the law of the Lord or the works of Beliar. And his sons answered him, saying, 
3 Before the Lord we will walk according to His law. And their father said unto them, The Lord is 

witness, and His angels are witnesses, and ye are witnesses, and I am witness, concerning the word 
4 of your mouth. And his sons said unto him: We are witnesses. And thus Levi ceased commanding 

his sons; and he stretched out his feet r on the bed 1, and was gathered to his fathers, after he bad 
5 lived a hundred and thirty-seven years. And they laid him in a coffin, and afterwards they buried 

him in Hebron, with Abraham. Jc;aac, and Jacob. 

THE TESTAMENT OJ,' }UVAH, Tm; FOURTH SON OF JACOB AND LEAH. 

rl 1, 2 The copy of the words of Judah, what things he spake to his sons before he died. They gathered 
3 themselves together, therefore, and came to him, and he said to them: rHt:arken, my children, to 

Judah your father 1. I was the fourth son born to my father Jacob; and Leah my mother named 
4 me Judah, saying, I give thanks to the Lmd, because He hath given me a fourth son ralso1. I was 
5 swift in my youth, and obedient to my father in everything. And I honoured my mother and my 
6 mother's sister. And it came to pass, when I became a man, that my father blessed me, saying, 

Thou shalt be a king, prospering in all things. 

none succeed him, i.e. the office is secured to him and his descendants. Cf. l's. ex; 1 Mace. xiv. 41 'a priest 
for e,·er ', of Simon. 

9- grace of the Lord+' Hut Israel shall be minished through ignorance, and darkened through grief', all MSS. 
except b e • A Christian addition. 

ain come to an end. For a gradual renewing of heaven and earth, ethically conditioned by Israel's conduct 
cf. Isa. Ix~. 17, lxvi. 22; Jub. i. 29, iv. 26, xxiii. 26-8. Also I En. lxix. 29; Pss. Sol. xvii. 29; and I En. xcii. 5, 
xci. 8, 14, c, S for the disapiJe!ll'ing of sin. 

(And the just ... him] > e. An interpolation. 
10. open ••• paradiae. If' he'= the Messiah, this passage alone in Jewish literature ascribes the act to him. 

For the opening d. 4 Ezra viii. 52; Sib. Or. iii. 769 ff.; also 4 Ezra vii. 36; 2 En. x.; 2 Bar. Ii. 11. 
Adam or' man'. 

11. tree :,f Ufe, in Paradise, 4 Ezrci viii. 52; eaten by the righteous, 1 En. xxvi. 5, 6; 4 Ezra vii. 123. Cf. Rev. xxii. 2. 
12. Bellar ... bound. In Isa. xxiv. 22, 23 God imprisons certain of the host of hea,·en. In Matt. xii. 29; Luke 

x. 19 Christ binds the strong man. In Rev. xx. 2, 3 an angel binds Satan. If the Messiah here binds .Beliar, cf. 
his position in I En. lxii. 5 ff. ; lxix. 27. 

power . . . to tread upon the evil spirits. Cf. T. S. vi. 6, also Luke x. 19, and T. Z. ix. 8 (b d g). 
Hfa children = the righteous. 

14, joy beg Ah: 'righteousness' a a f S1• 

XIX. 1. choose, &c. Cf. Deut. xxx. 19. 
the light ... Bellar. Cf. T. N. ii. 6, and especially 2 Cor. vi. 14, 15 -rir 1eou10via q,,.,-ri rrpos 0'1C01"or; ris ai O"uµ.• 

tf;1»1/f/O't.r Xp,O"Toii rr,xw Bt'Aiap ; 
2. his sons. Several MSS. here and in v. 3 have the !St person, 'we ', &c. 
4. on the bed a: > t,-d A S1

• 

1'1TLE a +' concerning courage and love of money(> e S1) and fornication'(> fS') be fS1, also A generally. 
I. 3. hearken ... father a : > {J-d A. 

Judah . . . ~ve thanks to the Lord. Cf. Gen. xxix. 35 for the play on words. 
6. bleuod, /we11~v. Cf. xvii. S· . .. . 

Thou llhalt be a king. Cf. xx1. S, xxu. 3; Ber. rab. lxxx1v. 16 . 
. ~15 
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2 1. 2 .And the Lord showed me favour in all my works both in the field and in the house. I know that 
3 I meed a hind, and caught it, and prepared the meat for my father, and he did eat. And the roes 

I used to master in the chase, and overtake all that was in the plains. A wild mare I overtook, and 
f cauo"ht it and tamed it. I slew a lion and plucked a kid out of its mouth. I took a bear by its paw 
:; anlhurlcd it down the cliff, and it was crushed. I outran the wild boar, and seizing it r as I ran 1. 
<> I tore it in sunder. A leopard in Hebron leaped upon my dog, and I caught it by the tail, and 
7 hurled it on the rocks, and it was broken in twain. I found a wild ox feeding in the fields, and 

seizing it by the horns, and whirling it round and stunning it, I cast it from me and slew it. 
3 • And wht:n tl11:: Lwo kings uf the Canaanites came sheathed in armour against our flocks, and much 

people with them, single-handed I rnshed upon the king of Hazor, and smote him 011 the greaves 
2 and dragged him down, and so I slew him. And the other, the king of Tappuah, as he sat upon his 
l horse, [I slew, and so I scattered all his people. Achor the kingl a man of giant stature r1 found1, 

hurling javelins before and behind as he sat on horseback, and f took up a stone of sixty pounds 
.f weight, and hurled it and smote his horse, and killed it. And I fought with (this) other for two 
~ hours; and I clave his shield in twain, and I chopped off his feet, and killed him. And as I was 
6 stripping off his breastplate, behold nine men his companions began to fight with me. And I wound 

my garment on my hand ; and I slung stones at them, and killed four of them, and the rest fled. 
7 And Jacob my father slew tBeelesath, king of all the kings, a giant in strength, twelve cubits high. 

8. 9 And fear fell upon them, and they ceased warring against us. Therefore my father was free from 
10 anxiety in the wars when I was with my brethren. For he saw in a vision rconcerning mel that an 

angel of might followed me everywhere, that I should not be overcome. 
4 , And in the south there came upon us a greater war than that in Shechem ; and I joined in battle 

array with my brethren, and pursued a thousand men, and slew of them two hundred men and 

II. 2. and he did eat > ~g S. 
3. A wild mare ... tamed it ~-a e S1 : > a (defective). 
4. hurled g A : ' let go • a a : both = •nn~~ : ' rolled • b d e f. 

and it was crushed a: ' and it was broken in pieces on them ' d : ' and any beast that turned on me, I rent it 
like a dog' /j A S1• 

6. on the rocks and it was broken in twain a : • and it was broken on the coasts of Gaza • ,9-d A S1• Gaza is 
37 miles from Hebron. But d. Judges xvi. 1-3. Was there a Hebron near Gaza? For the feat cf. T. G. i. 2. 

111-Vll. These chapters contain an ancient legend which tells of Jacob's conquest of Shechem. Cf. Gen. xlviii. 2:i 
' which I took out of the band of the Amorite with my sword and with my bow•. See J ub. xxxiv. 2-8, which tells of an 
attack by seven Amorite kings. Cf. also Targ. Jon. on Gen. xJviii. 22, the Midrash Wajjissau (Jellinek, Bd Aa­
Midrasck, iii. 1-3), the Chronicles of Jerahmeel xxxvi, and especially the Book of Jashar (see French trans. Diet. des 
Apocr. ii, 1173-84). 

111. Fighting near Shechem, according to Midr. Wajjis. and Book of Jashar. 
1 5. Judah's slaughter of two kings, those of Hazor and Tappuah. • Achor', ?I, 3, is corrupt. 
1. > later accounts. 

Canaanites, in Jub., &c. 'Amorites •: Jashar' Canaanite and Amorite kinJS •. 
against our Bocks. Cf. Jub. Other authorities give as motive to extermmate Jacob's sons. 
of Hazor. 'the other' a, See iv. 2 (note). This Hazor is near Shechem. 

2-6. The Midr, Wajjis. gives' And he slew at the outset Jashub king of Tappuah who was •• , riding on a horse 
an~ C<?uld ~url his javelins .. . f"?m horseback in front and behi~d. ~hen.Judah saw • , , he took up a stone . , • 
we1gb1ng Sixty shekels and hurled 1t •• . he (Jashub) clave the shield 1n twatn • • • Uudah) cut off his feet •• , And 
while he was stripping him of his armour there came against him nine of his companions.' See my Commentary 
pp. 70, 71 for full quotation. • 

2-5. There were seven kings in all (Jub. xxxiv. 2; Midr. Wajjis.) ... king of Hazor, iii. 1; of Tappuah, iii, 2-5 • 
four kings, iv. 1 ; of Shilo, iv. 7. Thus Achor is one too many. Besides, iii. 1 mentions two kings not three. Th~ 
Midr. WaJjis. and Jashar (ii, 1174-75) give the details in vu, 3 and 4 and assign them to Jashub. ' 

2. fl slew , , , peof.leJ. An addition, necessitated by the corrupt reading 'Achor the king•. 
J. Achor the king , i.e. 'the other {"lr,l\t) king' a dittography of v. 2. 

I found a: > fJ A S1• 

before and ... horseback fl A S1, Midr. Wajjis., Chron. Jer., Jashar: > a. 
smote A S1

: 'have given • n a f g. 
l· > a, through hmt. 

other. Emended from 'AX,;,P /3-e, Nax.ip AJJ. 
clave bis sbield. The M1dr. Wajjis., Chron. Jer., and Jashar make Jashub cleave Judah's shield. 

S· nine A 8 r Ir: Midr. Wajjis., Chron, Jer., and Jashar: 'eight• a {:J--g S1 : 'seven• A-Hg, 
6. four of them ; he killed the other eight, according to the Hebrew authorities, while Levi slew the king of Gaash. 
7. Jacob , .• slew. The Midr. Wajjis. and Jashar say Jacob slew four other kings. 

tBeelesath e: corrupt for' lord of Shiloh', given by liebrew authorities. 
9. I should not be overcome fJ A S1 : ' none shall touch me • a - J7ll differently pointed, 
IV. The fighting is now near Hazor, as Midr. Wajjis. explains. 
1. an~ four kings ~As•: > a. Cf. Jub. xxxiv. 2-8. They are the kings of Sartan Gaasb Beth-boron and 

Mahana1m. The Hebrew authorities ascribe the slaughter to Jacob, and give a diff'erent list. ' ' 
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:a, 3 four kings. And I went up upon the wall, and I slew four mighty men. And so we captured 
Razor, and took all the spoil. 

5 1 .on the next day we departed to Aretan, a city strong and walled and inaccessible, threatening us 
:a with death. But I and Gad approached on the east side of the city, and Reuben and Levi on the 
3 west. And they that were upon th~ wall, thinking that we wer: alone, fwcrc drawn downt against 
-I us. And so my brothers secretly cltmbed up the wall on both sides by stakes, and entered the city, 
5 while the men knew it not. And we took it with the edge of the sword. And as for those who had 

taken refuge in the tower, we set fire to the tower and took both it and them. 

a (3 A S1 

6 And as we were departing the men ofTappuah And as we were departing the men ofTappuah 6 
seized our spoil, and seeing (this) we fought with set upon our spoil, and delivering it up to our 

7 them. And we slew them all and recovered our sons we fought with them as far as Tappuah. 
spoil. And we slew them and burnt their city, and 7 

took as spoil all that was in it. 

6 1 1 2 And when I was at the waters of Kozeba, the men of tJobel came against us to battle. And we 
fought with them and routed them; rand their allies from Shiloh we slew 1 , and we did not leave 

3 them r power 1 to come in against us. And the men oft Makir came upon us the fifth day, to seize 
our spoil; and we attacked them and overcame them in fierce battle : for there was a host of mighty 

4 men amongst them, and we slew them before they had gone up the ascent. And when we came to 
5 their city their women rolled upon us stones from the brow of the hill on which the city stood. And 

I and Simeon hid ourselves behind the town, and seized upon the heights, and destroyed this 
city also. 

'11 And the next day it was told us that the king of the city of Gaash with a mighty host was coming 
2 against us. I, therefore, and Dan feigned ourselves to be Amorites, and as allies went into their 
3 city. And in the depth of night our brethren came and we opened to them the gates ; and we 

destroyed all the men and their substance, and we took for a prey all that was theirs, and their three 

:z. upon the wall. Midr. W. adds' of Hazor'. 
four mighty men. So I restore from the Hebrew authorities. 'still other four kings' A : 'two other kings' 

,951: 'their king' (i.e. of Hazor) a. These four mighty men are distinct from the 'four kings' of iv. 1. See 
Midr. W., Chron. Jer. xxxvi. 6 ; Jashar (ii. 1176). 

3. captured Hazor Midr. W.: 'freed Hebron• text. 'Hebron' is out of the context, and' freed ·=~!ln for wri. 
&11 the spoil+' of the kings' 8-d A S1

• 

V. The destruction of Sartan and Tappuah. 
1. Arctan be'; Arcta d A; ;.,.;pa., a a e1f s1. Hebrew authorities give Sartan, cf. Saregan, Jub. xxxiv. 4, 7. 

walled and inaccessible ,S-d g A S1
• Cf. Midr. W. 'mighty' a. 

2 . I and Gad ... on the east, &c. The Midr. W., &c., give quite different dispositions. 
3-4- Not in Hebrew authorities. 
3. were drawn down a ,S S1 : 'prolonged the war' A. Perhaps emend to 'set themselves in array', 1. e. ,:i,31 

misread as ~.,M. 
4- climbed > a A. 

by stakes :;> a. 
while the men knew it not > a. 

~· we eet fire . , . it and them ,s: 'we burnt (them) with fire and so we took ~hem all and all t.~eir possessions' a. 
M1dr. W. makes Judah slay 200 on the tower. Cf. Chron. Jer. xx.xvi. 7 ; Jasbar g1_ves two towers, 11. 1177. . 

6-7. 11 is more accurate but less full than ,SA S1• In a we have a successful raid, and a recovery of the spoil: m 
,s A S1 an attempted raid, and the destruction of the city. 

seized a e. Hebrew authorities. ' set upon' (3-a e A S. 
VI. The rout of the men of Arbela, and the destruction of Shiloh and Shakir. 
1...-.&. > 11 : while Afl omits I, 

Kozeba. Cf. I Chron. iv. 221 and Gen. xxxviii. S· 
the men oftJobel b: 'Arbelians', Jashar ii. 1178. Cf.' Arbael ', Midr. W. 

2 • their a1liea from Shiloh we slew {:1-f. Midr. W. and Chron. J er. xxxvi. 8. 
power .... 31ifoao.,, a dittography, or a rendering of the,: in Midr. W. and Chr~~- Jer. . . . 

3• tlllakir, • Shabir' Midr. W.: • Shakir' Chron. Jer. xxxvi. 9 : 'camp of Shakir Jub. xxx1v. 4 (Maanisakar). 
to eeize our spoil > a. 
battle (:I-cl f A S1 : • sword ' 11 f. 
for there was ... amongst them > a. 

4. women. Midr. W. and Chron. Jer. mention only men. 
rolled, 'hurled' Midr. W. and Chron. Jer. . . . . , 

VII. 1• king of the city of Gaash with a mighty host ad : 'gaas~ the city of th.e k!ng:, wath a great hosl 
a e f. , the cities of the two kings with a great host' b S1 : 'Gaash a caty with a powe!1ul kmg ~- . 

2• • I therefore .. . allies fJ-d e 51: 'and I and Gad also proceeded to the Amor1tes and fe1gmng ourselves to be 
their allies • a . 

3. all that was . . . down > a. •• 
three walls. Cf. Hebrew authonues. 
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.f walls we ca:-t down. And we drew near to Thamna, where was all the substance of the hostile kings. 
r, Then being insulted by them, I was therefore wroth, and rushed against them t? the summit ; and 
"they kept slinging against me stones and darts. And .had not Dan my brother aided me, the>: would 
7 have slain me. \Ve came upon them, therefore, wath wrath, and they all fled; and pa881ng by 
R another way, they besought my father, and he made peace with them. And we did to them no hurt, 
9 and they became tributary to us, and we restored to them their spoil. And I built Thamna. and my 

10 father built Pabael. I was twenty years old when this war befell. And the Canaanites feared me 
and my brethren. 

8 1, 2 And I had much cattle, and I hiid for t:hief herdsman Iram the Adullamite. And when 
I went to him I saw Parsaba, king of Adullam; rand he spake unto us 1, and he made us a feast; 

3 and when I was heated he gave me his daughter Bathshua to wife. She bare me Er, and Onan 
and Shclah ; and two of them the Lord smote: for Shelah lived, and his children are ye. 

9 1 And eighteen years my father abode in peace with his brother Esau, and his sons with us, after 
2 that we came from Mesopotamia, from Laban. And when eighteen years were fulfilled, i11 the 

fortieth year of my life, Esau, the brother of my father, came upon us with a mighty and strong 
,l people. And Jacob smote Esau with an arrow, and he was taken up wounded on :Mount Seir, and 
.fas he went he died at Anoniram. And we pursued after the sons of Esau. Now they had a city 

with walls of iron and gates of brass ; and we could not enter finto it 1, and we encamped around, and 
5 besieged it. And when they opened not to us in twenty days, I set up a ladder I in the sight of all 1 

and with my shield upon my head I went up, sustaining the assault of stones, upwards of three 
6, 7 talents weight; and I slew four of their mighty men. And Reuben and Gad slew six others. Then 

they asked from us terms of peace; and having taken counsel with our father, we received them a!'I 
8 tributaries And they gave us five hundred cors of wheat, five hundred baths of oil, five hundred 

measures of wine, 1 until the famine 1, when we went down into Egypt. 
10 1 And after these things my son Er took to wife Tamar, from Mesopotamia, a daughter of Aram. 

2 Now Er was wicked, and he twas in need concerning Tamar, because she was not of the land 
3 of Canaan. And on the third night an angel of the Lord smote him. r And he had not known her 
4 according to the evil craftiness of his mother, for he did not wish to have children by her. In the 

4. Tbamna, i.e. Tinmeh. Cf. 1 Mace. ix. 50. 
substance : ' refuge • b g. 

5-6. These incidents are told of Gaash, not Tbamna, in the Hebrew authorities. 
S· The Hebrew authorities give the occasion of the insult. 

against them to the summit = C."t?Jt lt'M'i~. Midr. W. 1 upon the wall the first·- l"!D'ln~ ~. 
kept slinging. Cf. Midr. W. 

6. Jacob rescues Judah in Cht"On. Jer. xxxvi. 11. 
7. be made peace with them fl af51 Midr. W.: 'they made peace with him' aaf. 
8. they became tributary to as a. Cf. Midr. W. : 'we made a truce with them' /j A $ 1• 

we restored. Midr. W. and Jashar make the Amorites restore the spoil to Jacob's sons. Cf. Jub. xxxiv. 7-9-
9. fj A S1: 'and we built also their city' a, See Jub. xxxiv. 8 • Robel (i.e. Arbela, c(, 1 Mace. ilC. 2) and 

Tamnatarea', also Midr. W. 
JO. twenty years. Cf. Jub. XX\'iii. JS , xxxiv. 1. 
YUi. 1. lram. C(. Gen. xxxviii. 1. 

2 . be spake unto us a only. 
when I was heated. Conjectured for 1tapn,uiA111ar. Cf. Isa. )vii. 5 (LXX). Cf. T. Jud. :xi. 2 1 :xiii. S-7, xiv. 3- 1-'or 

the offence of this Canaanite marriage er. Jub. xxxiv. ao. 
IX. 1 •• !he war 1:>etween Jac?b and Esau. For fuller accounts see Jub. xxxvii-xxxviii. 1-14; lhdr. W., lllld Chron. 

Jer. xxxvu, and a different one ID Jashar, ii. 1235-6. 
2. in the fortieth year of my life. Cf. Jub. xxviii. 151 xxxvi. 21, Xll\'ii. 14, > 11, 

3. Jacob •mote Esau, &c., a. Jub. xxxviii. 2; Midr. W. and Chron. Jer.: 'he fell by the bow of Jacob' b g A 51 
woaacled. So I restore in accordance with M idr. W. for text - • dead '. Hut cf. J ub. :uxviai. 8 • slain •. ' 
and as be went ... Anonlram > c b. 
Aoonlram /j-b d A: 'Aduram' Jub. xxxviii. 9: 'Arodin' Midr. W. This is the .\dora which Hyrcan1111 took and 

forced to accept circumcision, Josephus, A,st. xiii. 9. 1, uii. 15. 4. 
4. with walls of Iron and ptea of brau lJ-d A: • strong' a. Cf. v. 1. 
S· natainlng . • . stones. Mic!r. W. and Chron. Jer. assign this feat to Naphtali and Gad as well. 

upwards .. . weight > a. 
7. as tributaries. Cf. vii. 8 and Midr. W. > a. 
8. five hundred a a f S1 : ' two hundred ' b de A. 

batbs, 1 ephahs ' seem to be implied by a a£ 
the fambie when a: > B 51. 

X. 1. daughter of Aram, i.e. a Semite, Cf. Jub. xii. 1, and Opus lmj)w/"tu111 on Matt, i, 3. 
-:a. be was • • • night > a. 

-l-waa in need, or ' difficulty', perhaps comipt in Hebrew for I put to shame •. er. J ub. xii. 2. 
3. > A through hmt. 

for · · · by .her > ~·. The (!f>,u Imjlr:f. ear•.: • Mater autem eius cum esset Chananaea honaretur eum 1pere 
ex genere suo : 1lle cons1ho matns usus non contJgit eam. Propter quod percussit eum Deus mahgnantem.' 
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days 1 of the wedding-feast I gave Onan to her in marriage ; and he also in wickedness knew her not, 
5 though he spent with her a year. And when I threatened him he went in unto her, but he spilled 

the seed on the ground, according to the command of his mother, and he also died through wickedness. 
6 And I wished to give Shelah also to her, but his mother d id not permit it: r for she wrouo-ht evil 

against Tamar 1, because she was not of the daughters of Canaan, as she also herself was. b 

11 1 And I knew that the race of the Canaanites was wicked, but the impulse of youth blinded my 
2 mind. And when I saw her pouring out wine, owing to the intoxication of wine I was deceived, and 
:l took her although my father had not counselled (it). And while I was away she went and took for 
.. Shelah a wife from Canaan. .\nd when I knew what she had done, I cursed her in the anguish of 
5 my soul. And she also died through her wickedness together with her sons. 

12 1 And after these things, while Tamar was a widow, she heard after two years that I wa,; goin? up 
2 to shear my sheep, and adorned herself in bridal array, and sat in the city Enaim by the gate. For 

it was a law of the Amorites, that she who was about to marry should sit in fornication seven days 
J by the gate 1• Therefore being drunk with wine, I did not recognize her ; and her beauty deceived 
4 me, through the fashion of her adorning. And I turned aside to her, and said : Let me go in unto 

thee. And she said: What wilt thou give me? And I gave her my staff, and my girdle, and the 
5 diadem of my kingdom rin pledge 1. And I went in unto her, and she conceived. And not knowing 
6 what I had done, I wished to slay her ; but she privily sent my pledges, and put me to shame. And 

when I called her, I heard also the secret words which r1 spoke 1 when lying with her in my drunken-
7 ness; and I could not slay her, because it was from the Lord. For I said, Lest haply she did it in 
8 subtlety, having received the pledge from another woman. But I came not again near her while 
9 I lived, because I had done rthis 1 abomination in I alP Israel. Moreover, they who were in the city 

said there was no harlot in the gate, because she came from another place, and sat for a while in the 
1 0, 11 gate. And I thought that no one knew that I had gone in to her. And after this we came into 

12 Egypt rto Joseph 1, because of the famine. And I was forty and six years old, and seventy and three 
years lived I in Egypt. 

13 1 And now I command you, my children, hearken rto Judah your father 1, and keep my sayings to 
2 perform all the ordinances of the Lord, and to obey the commands of God. And walk not after your 

lusts, nor in the imaginations of your thoughts in haughtiness of heart ; and glory not in the deeds 
J and strength of your youth, for this also is evil in the eyes of the Lord. Since I also gloried that 

in wars no comely woman's face ever enticed me, and reproved Reuben my brother conce~ing 
Bilhah, the wife of my father, the spirits of jealousy and of fornication arrayed themselves agamst 

4. #AS': 'And I gave her to Aunan my second son, and behold the Lord slew him ' "· 
5. > a. 
6. his mother a: 'my wife Bathshua' fj AS. Cf. Jub. xli. 7. 

against Tamar b de S. 

XI. 2. pouring oat wine > A 51• 

owing to the intoxication > 11. 

took her 11: 'had intercourse with her' fj 51• 

not coanselled. Cf. xiii. 3. . 
3. J ub. xii. 7 only says that Bathsbua stopped Shelah's manymg. 
5. through her . . . sons 11 : ' through the wickedness of her sons ' fj A S1. 
XII. Cf. Gen. xxxviii. 12-26; Jub. xii. 8-23. 
1. adorned. Jub. xii. 9; also LXX, Syr., Onkelos of Gen. xxxviii. 14. Mass. ~as 'enwrapped '. 

Enaim c e. A proper name as in Gen. xxxviii. 14 (LXX, not Targums or Syriac). 
gate +' of the inn a. . . . . 

2. about to marry fj S1 : 'a widow' a. Cf. the bnde's sacrifice to Myhtta, Herod. 1. 199. 
seven days by the gate > a. . 

3. + 'at the waters of Kozeba ' d-d f A • h b• c d • r g S1 at the beginnin1 of verse. 
4. eta.ft" ••• girdle • • • diadem. Gen. xxxviii. 18 has also 'signet as a here. 

girdle > a, wrongly, see xv. 3. Cf. Jub. xlvi. 11. 
dJadem, is not in Gen. 
in pledge > fj A S1• 

5. wished to slay her > 11 d g. 
but she . . . shame. ' I sent to receive the pledge ' n. 

6-10. > a, but substitutes an abbreviat ion of Gen. xxxviii. 20, 24-30, LXX. 
7. Explains 6•. . ... ··· g 
9- harlot lit. 'temple prostitute'. Cf. Gen. xxxvm. 21 1 22; Deut .. xxm. 1 • 
12. forty~Bix. 'forty-three' in Jub. xxviii. 151 xiv. 1. Cf. T. L. xii. 5 (Aram. Frag.). 

XIII. 1. Text - a. Other M5S. vary. 
2 walk not (!J A 51 : 'be not evil ' a. . .. 
• nor in the imaginations of your tb011ghts > a a g. Cf. 1 Cbron. xxvu r. 9. See T. A. i. 3 (note). 

3. entlcecl fj A: 'met' a 51, i.e. birriim,c,• for ~CffljO'•• 
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4 me, until I lay with Bathshua the Canaanite, and Tamar, who was espoused to my sons. For I said 
to my father-in-law : I will take counsel with my father, and ~ will I take thy daughter. And he 
wac; unwilling, but he showed me a boundless store of gold in his daughter's be!talf; for he was 

fi a king. And he adorned her with gold and pe~rls, and cau~ her to pour out wine for .us at the 
6 feast twith the beauty of women.t And the wme turned aside my eyes, and pleasure blinded my 
7 heart. And I became enamoured of and I lay with her, and transgressed the commandment of the 
8 Lord and the commandment of my fathers, and I took her to wife. And the Lord rewarded me 

according to the imagination of my heart, inasmuch as I had no joy in her children. 
14 1 And now, my children, r1 say unto you 1, be not drunk with wine; for wine turneth the mind away 

2 from the truth, and inspires the passion of lust, and leadeth the eyes into error. For the spirit of 
fornication hath wine as a minister to give pleasure to the mind ; for these two also take away the 

3 mind of man. For if a man drink wine to drunkenness, it disturbeth the mind with filthy thoughts 
r1eading to fornication 1, and heateth the body to carnal union; and if the occasion of the lust be 

4 present, he worketh the sin, and is not ashamed. Such is the inebriated man, my children; for he 
5 who is drunken revercnceth no man. For, lo, it made me also to err, so that I was not ashamed of 

the multitude in the city, in that before the eyes of all I turned aside unto Tamar, and I wrought 
6 a great sin, and I uncovered the covering of my sons' shame. After I had drunk wine I reverenced 
7 not the commandment of God, and I took a woman of Canaan to wife. For much discretion 

needeth the man who drinketh wine, my children; and herein is discretion in drinking wine, a man 
8 may drink so long as he preserveth modesty. But if he go beyond this limit the spirit of deceit 

attacketh his mind, and it maketh the drunkard to talk filthily, and to transgress and not to be 
ashamed, but even to glory in his shame, and to account himself honourable. 

15 1 He that committeth fornication is not aware when he suffers loss, and is not ashamed when put 
2 to dishonour. For even though a man be a king and commit fornication, he is stripped of his 
:l kingship by becoming the slave of fornication, as I myself also suffered. For I gave my staff, that 

is, the stay of my tribe; and my girdle, that is, my power; and my diadem, that is, the glory of my 
4 kingdom. And indeed I repented of these things ; wine and flesh I eat not until my old age, nor 
5 did I behold any joy. And the angel of God showed me that for ever do women bear rule over 
6 king and beggar alike. And from the king they take away his glory, and from the valiant man his 

might, and from the beggar even that little which is the stay of his poverty. 
16 r Observe, therefore, my children, the (right) limit in wine; for there are in it four evil spirits-of 

2 lust, of hot desire, of profligacy, of filthy lucre. If ye drink wine in gladness, be ye modest in the 
fear of God. For if in (your) gladness the fear of God departeth, then drunkenness ariseth and 

3 shamelessness stealeth in. But if ye would live soberly do not touch wine at all, Jest ye sin in 
words of outrage, and in fightings and slanders, and transgressions of the commandments of God 

4 and ye perish before your time. Moreover, wine rcvealeth the mysteries of God and men, even a; 
I lay with, tTV11i1r,u<1 •lr, fJ A S1 : uv11ttt>.,un •lr, n. 

4,. be was unwilling, but > ,S..d A S1• 

5. twitb the beauty of women t > c A 1>, Read 'with the ornaments of women', or the words may be corrupt for 
'in the women's apartment'. 

7. lay with, uv,,;1r,ua ,lr. See xi. 2, xiii. 3 (notes). 
fathers. 'father ' a. 

XIV. 1. lsayuntoyouh: 'lsay'c: >fJAS1• 

be not drunk with wine. Cf. xvi. I and Eph. v. 18. 
2. mind of man II A11 h: 'might of man' fj Ahb•odeg s. 
3. The trans~ation follows fJ A S1

• a has ' thou drinkest . . . thy mind . . . and to fornication heateth, &c.' 
carnal union, ' pleasure ' a. 
and if ... present > n, 

4. the inebriated man, mipou,or, emended from 1ro1111por, a a f: 1rop,,or, e: ol,,or, b AS. 
7. much > fJ A s1• 

a man may,' that a man should' a-d g A s1. 
8. glory in bis shame. Cf. Phil. iii. 19. 
XV. 1-2. Cf. T. R. iv. 7. 
2. stripped of + ' and goes forth from • fJ A. 
3. girdle II ad f: omit next seven words through hmt. 
4- joy, 'folly' c. 
5. for ever > "· 

alike +' and in them there is no advance of life' n. 
~VI. 1. ,For this.verse a!id xix. 1 cf. Col. iii. S 'covetousness is idolatry'; Eph. v. S; also Eph, v. 5 fur• profligacy' 

or excess . See xiv. 1, xx1. 1. 
2. For if ... departetb e f A 51 

: ' for if ye drink without modesty and the fear of God departeth' b: > a. 
3, if ye would live soberly " : ' what say I ? ' a e f: ' I tell you, if it is possible for you' d : ' it is a good thing 

(not to)' A. 
before your time. Cf. T. R. iv. 6. 

4. God and men +' to aliens' b A• h h• d, 
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THE TESTAMENT OF JUDAH 13. 4-19. 3 

I also revealed the commandments of God and the mysteries of Jacob my father to the Canaanitish 
S woman Bathshua, which God bade me not to reveal. And wine is a cause both of war and 

confusion. 
17 1 And now, I command you, my children, not to love money, nor to gaze upon the beauty of 

women; because for the sake of money and beauty I was led astray to Bathshua the Canaanite. 
:z, 3 [For I know that because of these two things shall my race fall into wickedness. For even wise 

men among my sons shall they mar, and shall cause the kingdom of Judah to be diminished, which 
4 the Lord gave me because of my obedience to my father. For I never caused grief to Jacob, my 
0 father: for all things whatsoever he commanded I did. And Isaac, the father of my father, blessed 
6 me to be king in Israel, and Jacob further blessed me in like manner. And I know that from me 

shall the kingdom be established. 
a {3AS1 

18 1 And I know what evils ye will do in the last 
days.] 

For I have also read in the books of Enoch 
the righteous what evils ye will do in the last 
days.] 

2 Beware, therefore, my children, of fornication, and the love of money, and hearken to Judah your 
father. 

3 For these things withdraw you from the law of God, 
And blind the inclination of the soul, 
And teach arrogance, 
And suffer not a man to have compassion upon his neighbour. 

4 They rob his soul of all goodness, 
And oppress him with toils and troubles, 
r And drive away sleep from him 1, 

And devour his flesh. 
5 And he hindereth the sacrifices of God ; 

r And he remembereth not the blessing of God,1 

He hearkeneth not to a prophet when he speaketh, 
And resenteth the words of godliness. 

6 rFor he is a slave to two contrary passions, 
And cannot obey God, 
Because they have blinded his soul, 
And he walketh in the day as in the night1• 

19 1 My children, the love of money leadeth to idolatry ; because, when led astray through money, 
men name as gods those who are not gods, and it causeth him who hath it to fall into madness. 

2 For the sake of money I lost my children, and had not my repentance, rand my humiliation 1, and 
3 the prayers of my father been accepted, I should have died childless. But the God of my fathers 

5. > a. 
XVII. 1. nor to gaze upon. Cf. T. R. iv. 1. 
XVII. :z-XVIII. 1. Bracketed as a later addition. xviii. 2 resumes xvii. I. 

2 • wickedness f3 S1 : ' perdition of fomica.tion ' a : ' f<?!'llicatiou' A.. , . 
3. becaUN of my obedience. See/t'1111sk Enqc. vu. 328 for vanous r::asons for Judah s headship. . . 

4
• causocl grloftoJacob aaAb: 'caused grief to the word of Jacob {3-agS1• Perhaps the Hebrew original 

was ' I disobeyed 
1
the. word. of J .' . .. . .. 

5-6. For Judah s kingship cf. T. S. vu. 2; T. Jud. xxi. 5, xxu. 3. 
5. Isaac d A : • Abraham' n {3-d S (and therefore c reads 'gre;at-grandfatber ').. . , . 

bleased me to be king. Supply >.i-ymv after ' blessed me and render 'saying I should be kmg. Cf. 1. 6. 
Jacob ad: 'Isaac' ,9-d A S1

• •• , , 

XVIII. 1. the books of Enoch, an interpolation. See T. L. x. 5 (note), and cf. T. A. vu. 2 for I know · 
2. Resumes xvii. 1. 
3· blind, &c. Cf. xiii. 7. 1 • 1· · c~ T S · 8 
4 drive away aleop from him a: 'put away bis sleep' {3-d g S • S1r. x u. 9. •· · · 1v. · 
6: For ... obey God a f: • for being a slave to the passions contrary to the commandments of God' a e S

1
• 

Cf. Matt. vi. 24-
walketh in the day. Cf. Rom. xiii. 13. . .. 

XIX. 1• love of money ... idolatry. Cf. Col. iii. s; Eph. v. 5; Shem. rab. 121 'qui opes suas mult1pbcat per 
foenus, ille est idolatra'; cf. Philo, De Mo11. i. 2 and Matt. vi. 24 for Mammon as a god. 

2 my repentance a : ' the repentance of my flesh ' {3-f A S. 
• my humiliation a: 'the hu~i!iatio!1 of _my soul' f3 s•. 

prayers of my father. Cf. I. R. 1. 7, 1v. 3 i T. G. v. 9· , bl , 
been accept ed, +'"'..13pap.ov, ": > fj 51: ; 17"'Cov, A- b. Probably Heb. was l"ll:17' helped', or l"f'll were accepta e • 

See T. G. v. 9 (note). 
1101•1 
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THE TESTAMENTS OF THE TWELVE PATRIARCHS 

4 had mercy on me, because I did it in ignorance. And the prince of deceit blinded me, and I sinned 
as a man and as flesh, being corrupted through sins; rand I learnt my own weakness while thinking 
myself invincible 1. 

20 1 Know, therefore, my children, that two spirits wait upon man-the spirit of truth and the spirit 
2 of deceit. And in the midst is the spirit of understanding of the mind, to which it belongeth to 

tum whithersoever it will. 
J And the works of truth and the works of deceit are written upon the hearts of men, and each one 

of them the Lord knoweth. 
,4 And there is no time at which the works of men can be hid ; for on the heart itself have they been 
r, written down rbefore the Lord1• And the spirit of truth testifieth all things, and ~ccuseth all; and 

the sinner is burnt up rby his own heart 1, and cannot raise his face rto the judge 1• 

21 1 And now, my children, I command you, love Levi, that ye may abide, and r exalt not yourselves 
:.i against him 1, lest ye be utterly destroyed. rFor to me the Lord gave the kingdom, and to him the 
3 priesthood, and He set the kingdom beneath the priesthood. To me He gave the things upon the 
4 earth; to him the things in the heavens. As the heaven is higher than the earth, so is the priesthood 

of God higher than the earthly kingdom, unless it falls away through sin from the Lord and is 
5 dominated by the earthly kingdom 1• For rthe angel of the Lord said unto me 1 : The Lord chose 

him rather than thee, to draw near to Him, and to eat of His table rand to offer Him the first-fruits 1 

of the choice things of the sons of Israel ; but thou shalt be king of Jacob. 
6 And thou shalt be amongst them as the sea. For as, on the sea, just and unjust are tossed about, 

r some taken into captivity while some are enriched 1, so also shall every race of men be in thee: some 
shall be impoverished, being taken captive, rand others grow rich by plundering the possessions of 
others 1• 

i For the kings shall be as sea-monsters. 
They shall swallow men like fishes : 
The sons and daughters r of freemen 1 shall they enslave ; 
Houses, lands, flocks, money shall they plunder: 

8 And with the flesh of many shall they r wrongfully 1 feed the ravens and the cranes ; 
r And they shall tadvance in evil, in covetousness uplifted, t 1 

9 And there shall be false prophets rlike 1 tempests, 
And they shall persecute all righteous men. 

22 1 And the Lord shall bring upon them divisions r one against another,. 

J. had mercy on me 11: 'the compassionate and merciful pardoned me' fJ S1• Cf. Jub. xii. 25, and 1 Tim. i. 13 ,;x,,;s., .. ~ dl"'""'" /1roirpra. Cf. Pi.s. Sol. iii. 9, xvii. 6. 
4. aa flesh. Cf. T. Z. ix. 7. 
XX. 1-3. Here a is without v. 1, has four words in 2, and last clause of 3. 
1. the spirit of truth. Cf. John xv. 26; also T. A. i. 4. 
2-f A striking description of man's attitude to good and evil. He can will either ( v. 2), and the results are written 

on his heart or character, ever open to the eyes of God (3-4). 
2. The ' understanding ' seems to mean the will : a reads ' conscience •. 
3· written upon the hearts. God (Jer. xxxi. 33) and man (Prov. iii. 3) can write thus on the heart. 
4. Text as 8-a g A/J s•. 

on the heart itself .. ,,, tTnJ8" omo,11 allro~, a Hebraism. on > a. 
5. teaUfieth all things and > a. Cf. John xv. 26 • 
. ~tifleth · . . accuaeth. .er. Rom. 1i. 151 where the conscience is still the judge of past actions and not the 

deciding power as to present policy. ' 
burnt up . . . heart. Cf. T. G. v. 3. 

XXI. Levi's pre-eminence is enforced as in T. R. vi. 5-12, &c. 
1. ezalt .•• him. Cf. T. R. vi (note). 
4. As the heaven is higher than the earth > a. Cf. T. L. xiv. 3. 
5. the angel . . . unto me > fJ A s•. 

to eat of Hia table. Cf. T. L. viii. 16 (note). 
to offer Him >fJAS1• 

king of Jacob. Cf. xvii. 5-6. 

XXI. 6-XXIII. ~n alien section, ?.>~sib~y a pole~Jc agail!st the kings ~xxi. 6-8) Aristobulus 11 and Hyrcanus II 
(70-40 B. c.). Cf. nu. 1-2. But the V1S1tations of xxm. 3-5 suit the Babylonian or Syrian conquests of 588 and i68 e.c. 

XXI. 6. amongst a e f g: ' to ' ab. 
and unjust > a a f. 
impoverish~. Text reads ' in danger•, owing to wrong punctuation in the original Hebrew. 
the poaseaa1ona of others > fJ A S1• 

7. Cf. I Sam. viii. 11-17. 
8. tadvance in evil. Cf. 2 Tim. ii. 16, iii. 13. 
XXII. 1. divisions one against another, i. c. the civil wars uf Aristobulus II and Hyrr.anus Jl, 70-4<> B. c. Cf. T. Z. ix, 2-4. 



THE TESTAMENT OF JUDAH 19. 3-24. 1 

And there shall be r continual 1 wars in Israel ; 
2 And among men of another race shall my kingdom be brought to an end 

Until the salvation of Israel shall come, ' 
ru ntil the a!pearing of the God of righteousness 1, 

That Jacob and all the Gentiles] may rest in peace. 
3 And He sha 1 guard the might of my kingdom for ever; 

For the Lord sware to me with an oath that He would not destroy the kingdom from my seed 
for ever. 

23 1 Now I have much grief, my children, because of your lcw<lm::~~ an<l witd1crafts, and idolatries 
which ye shall practise r against the kingdom 1, following them that have familiar spirits, diviners, and 

2 demons of er~or. Ye shall ~ake your da~ghte~s s~nging girls and harlot~, and ye shall mingle in 
3 the ~bommat1ons of the Gentiles. For which thmgs sake the Lord shall bring upon you famine and 

pe~tilence, death and the sword, beleaguering by enemies, and revilings of friends, the slaughter of 
children, the rape of wives, the plundering of possessions, [the burning of the temple of God,] the 

-4 laying waste of the land, the enslavement of yourselves among the Gentiles. And they shall make 
some of you eunuchs for their wives. 

a 

5 Until the Lord visit you, when with perfect 
heart ye repent and walk in all His command­
ments, and He bring you up from captivity 
among the Gentiles. 

a/3 S1 

24 1 And after these things shall a star arise to you 
from Jacob in peace, 

And a man shall arise [from my seed], like 
the sun of righteousness, 

Walking with the sons of men in meekness and 
righteousness ; 

And no sin shall be found in him. 

pAS1 
. 

Until ye turn unto the Lord with perfect heart 5 
repenting and walking in all the commandments 
of God, and the Lord visit you with mercy and 
bring you up from captivity among the Gentiles. 

A 
And after these things shall arise the star of 1 

peace, 

And he shall walk with men in meekness and 
righteousness. 

continual wars. From Alexander's death to Herod's accession this holds good. 
2. my kingdom . . . end, i. e. in 40 B. c., with Herod's accession. 

[and all the Gentiles]> A. An interpolation, as this section is not universalistic. 
3. He would not . .. for ever a A (>' from my seed' c). The other MSS. vary much. For the idea cf. xvii. 

5-6, and Gen. xliv. 10. 

XXI II. A general denunciation of Israel as a whole and its future judgements, if ' against the kingdom' b an 
interpolation. 

1. them that have familiar spirits, lyynu,.p,µv8o,, cf. Lev. xix. 31, xx. 6, 27; Isa. xix. 3. 
2 . your daughters . . . harlots. Cf. Pss. Sol. ii. 14! 1 S, .. ... 

the abominations of the Gentiles. Cf. Pss. Sol. 1. 8, 11. 13, 14, vm. 14. 
3. famine, &c. Cf. Jer. xiv. 12, xv. 2. 

sword A + ' avenging ' a fl, 
beleaguering by enemies. Cf. Jer. xix. 9. + Knl Ki,11as •ls a,acrr.aap.011, a fl-a before ix8pi;,11, added from Jer. xv. 

3 (LXX). 
friends + ' destruction and blighting of the eyes' text : > hi f',. : ~mend to 'dest.ruction . of b~ibes ', ur 

possibly to 'destruction of children' (dittography of next phrase). Or, hke icwar, &c., regard 1t as an intrusion. 
the rape of wives > a. 
[the burning of the temple of God], not realized in Maccabean times (d. Ps. lxxiv. 7 (gates only consumed); 

1 Mace. iv. 38) or in the first century B. c. 
enslavement . . . Gentiles.· Cf. the capti".fties o~. Apollonius,. J Mace. i. 2?-40; 2 .Mac~. v. 23-6: and of 

Pompey, Philo, De leg. ad Caium, .23; Pss. Sol. 11. 6, xvu. 14; T. Z. 1x. 6: of Cassius Longmus m 49 and 43 B. c., 
Josephus, Ant. xiv. JI. 2. . 

4. eunuchs. Cf. 2 Kings xx. 18. Herod also had some, but we are not. told that t~~ Seleuc1ds ~ad any. . 
S· the Lord visit you, w:hen ... ye. repent. National re.l?~ntance 1s the cond1t1on of Israels restoration. Cf. 

Jub. i. 15-17, 23; Ass. Mos. 1. 18; 1 Bar. 1v. 28-37; 2 Bar. lx.xvm. 6, 7; also Da.'?-. 1x. 4-19. 
from captivity. Cf. v. 3 (note) ; 1 En. xc. 33; Sir. x.xxvi. 1 l .i Pss. Sol. xvn. 28, 50.. , , . 

XXIV. Two Messianic fragments. Verses 1-3 speak of a Messiah, probably from Levi, as from my seed 1s an 
interpolation. Cf. both for diction and matter, T . L. xviii, the hymn in honour of John Hy~canus. Thus cf: 1a here 
with 3 .. there, 2 with 6, 1b with 4•, 10 with 9•, 3• with s•. Verses S, 6 start afresh and refer directly to a Messiah from 
Judah. Verse 4 is a marginal gloss. . ... 

1. a star ... from Jacob. Cf. Num. xx1v. 17; T. L. xv111. 3• 
in peace. Cf. T. L. xviii. 3 'in heaven'. . , 
a man shall arise. Cf. LXX of Num. xxiv. 17 (' a sceptre shall arise Hebrew). 
sun of righteousness. Mal. iv. 2. Cf. T. L. xviii. 4; T. Z. ix. 8. . • .. 
Walking with the sons of men. See T. lss. vii. 7; T. I>. v. 13; !lnd especially I En. lxu, 14- _ . 
meekness and righteousness. Ps. xlv. 4, interpreted of the Messiah by Targum and LXX. Cf, too Zech. 1x. 9 
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TIIE TESTAMENTS OF THE TWELVE PATRIARCHS 

a ;3 S1 

2 And the heavens shall be opened unto him, 
To pour out the spirit, (even) the blessing of 

the Holy Father ; 
3 And He shall pour out the spirit of grace upon 

you; 
And ye shall be unto Him sons in truth. 
And ye .shall walk in His commandments first 

and last. 
4 [This Branch of God Most High, 

A 
And the heavens shall be opened unto him, 2 

And the blessings of the Holy Father shall be 
poured down upon him. 

And He will pour down upon us the spirit of 3 
grace. 

And ye shall be His true children by adoption, 
And ye shall walk in His commandments first 

and last. 
[Then a branch shall go forth from me.] • And this Fountain giving life unto all.] 

5 Then shall the sceptre of my kingdom shine And the sceptre of my kingdom shall shine 5 
forth ; forth ; 

And from your root shall arise a stem ; And from your root shall arise a stem ; 
6 And from it shall grow a rod of righteousness And from it shall grow up the rod of righteous- 6 

to the Gentiles, ness unto the Gentiles, 
To judge and to save all that call upon the To judge and to save all that call upon the 

Lord. Lord. 

25 1 And after these things shall Abraham and Isaac and Jacob arise unto life, and I and my brethren 
shall be chiefs of the tribes r of lsrael1 : Levi first, I the second, Joseph third, Benjamin fourth, 

2 Simeon fifth, Issachar sixth, and so all in order. And the Lord blessed Levi, and the Angel of the 
Presence, me ; the powers of glory, Simeon ; the heaven, Reuben ; the earth, lssachar ; the sea, 
Zebulun; the mountains, Joseph; the tabernacle, Benjamin; the luminaries, Dan; Eden, Naphtali; 
the sun, Gad; the moon, Asher. 

3 And ye shall be the people of the Lord, and have one tongue ; 
And there shall be there no spirit of deceit of rBeliar 1 , 

For he shall be cast into the fire for ever. 
4 And they who have died in grief shall arise fin joy 1, 

r And they who were poor for the Lord's sake shall be made rich 1, 

And they who are put to death for the Lord's sake shall awake rto life 1• 
5 And the harts of Jacob shall run rin joyfulness 1, 

And the eagles of Israel shall fly fin gladness 1 ; 

And all the people shall glorify the Lord for ever. 
26 1 Observe, therefore, my children, all the law of tht: Lord, for there is hope for all them who hold 

2 fast unto His ways. And rhe said to them : Behold1
, I die before your eyes this day, a hundred and 

' Thy king cometh to thee, righteous and lowly', and Zeph. ii. 3. Meekness is not an attribute of the Messiah in 
Jewish literature 200 B.C.-A.D. 100. See T. D. vi. 9. 

2. See T. L. xviii. 6 (note). 
And the heavens. Cf. 1 En. xi. 1. 

3. pour ... grace. Cf. Ps. xiv. 2. 
And ye shall be • . . walk. ' in truth ' a. 
sons in truth. Cf. T. L. xviii. 8. 
first and last. Cf. e.g. I Chron. xxix. 29. 

4. A marginal gloss. 
Thia Branch. Cf. Isa. xi. 1 ; Jer. x.xiii. 5, xxxiii. 15. 
this Fountain, &c. a (fJ S1

): > A. Cf. John iv. 14- Cf. Prov. xiii. 14, &c. 
5-6. A new Messianic fragment, added by the inserter of xxi. 6-xxiii. 
5. a stem. 'a fountain' a, corruptly. er. Isa. xi. I. 
6. rod of righteousness. Cf. Ps. xiv. 6. 

XXV. A Resurrection to a renewed life on the present earth. 
1. tribes, u,dprrp,,,,·, i.e. D't).llt'. Cf. Matt. xix. 28' In the regeneration ••. judging the twelve tribes of Israel• 
2. Eden. Text ,j TptJ<f,,j = f11/· Cf. Gen. ii. 15 (LXX). . 
3. one tongue, i.e. Hebrew. Ber. rabba I8; Shabb. 12b; Jub. iii. 28 (note). 

be there a : ' be no more ' fJ S1 ; ' be among you ' A . 
. 4· rich +'and they who have bee!? in want shall be filled, and they who have been weak shall be strong' ,rbafS'. Cf. Matt. v. 6. 

5. Jacob ab g A S1 : 'Joseph' ad e f. 
And the eagles . . . gladness a fJ S1

: ' And the heifers of Israel shall leap• A +' But the ungodly shall lament and the sinners shall weep' a (:I S1 • 

. XXVI. 1. hold fast unto a: 'direct' fj si, i.e. c•iC"~ for C"'lt)lt'. 
2. Behold > fJ A S1• 

before your eyes > a. 



THE TESTAMENT OF ISSACHAR 1. 1-2. 5 

3 nineteen years old. _Let no one bury me rin costly apparel 1, nor tear open my bowels, rfor this 
4 shall th':Y who are kings do 1 ; a~d carry J?e up to Hebron with you. And Judah, when he had said 

these things, fell asleep ; and his sons did according to all whatsoever he commanded them and 
they buried him in Hebron, with his fathers. ' 

TrlE TESTAMENT OF ISSACHAR, THE FIFTH SON OF J ACOn AND LEAH. 

1 1 The copy of the words of lssachar. For he called his sons and ~aid to them: 
H~arken, my children, to l ssachar your father ; 
Give ear to the words of him who is beloved of the Lord. 

2, 3 I was ~m the I fifth son to Jacob 1 , by way of hire for the mandrakes. For Reuben I my brother 1 

4 brou_ght !n mandrakes from the field, and Rachel met him and took them. And Reuben wept, and 
5 at ~ts voice Leah my mother came forth. Now these (mandrakes) were rsweet-smelling1 apples 
6 which were produced in the land of Haran below a ravine of water. And Rachel said: I will not 

give them to thee, but they shall be to me instead of children. rFor the Lord hath despised me, 
7 and ! have not borne children to Jacob 1. Now there were two apples ; and Leah said I to RacheP : 
8 Let 1t suffice thee that thou hast taken my husband : wilt thou take these also? And Rachel said 
9 rto her:: 1:hou shalt have Jacob this night for the mandrakes 'of thy son 1 • And Leah said to her: 

to Jacob 1s mme, for I am the wife of his youth. But Rachel said: Boast not, and vaunt not thyself; 
for he espoused me before thee, and for my sake he served our father fourteen years. 

a 
11 And had not craft increased on the earth and 

the wickedness of men prospered, thou wouldst 
not now see the face of Jacob. 

,:JAS 
What shall I do to thee? for the craft and 11 

the subtlety of men are increased, and craft pros­
pereth on the earth-if it were not so, thou 
wouldst not now see the face of Jacob. 

u, 13 For thou art not his wife, but in craft wert taken to him in my stead. And my father deceived 
me, rand removed me on that night1 , and did not suffer 'Jacob to see me; for1 had I been 

14 there, this had not happened rto him 1• Nevertheless, for the mandrakes I am hiring Jacob to thee 
15 for one night. And Jacob knew Leah, and she rconceived and1 bare me, and on account of the hire 

I was called Issa.char. 
2 1 Then appeared to Jacob an angel of the Lord, saying: Two children shall Rachel bear, inasmuch 

2 as she bath refused company with her husband, and hath chosen continency. And had not Leab 
my mother paid the two apples for the sake of his company, she would have borne eight sons; 
for this reason she bare six, and Rachel bare the two : for on account of the mandrakes the Lord 

3 visited her. For He knew that for the sake of children she wished to company with Jacob, and 
4 not for lust of pleasure. For on the morrow also she again gave up Jacob. Because of the man-
5 drakes, therefore, the Lord hearkened to Rachel. For though she desired them, she eat them not, 

but offered them in the house of the Lord, presenting them to the prie!lt of the Most High who 
was at that time. 

nineteen (:j A 51 : ' eighteen' a, wrongly. 
3. nor tear open ... kmp do > a. 

with you. ' where are my fathers also ' a. 

I. 1. TITLE a : +' conc:eming simplicity' bf S1 : ' concerning goodness' e. 
tbe worcls ofbim who is beloved c i ae f A: 'the words beloved' h d 51

: '{my) words, ye beloved' b g. 
2-14- Cf. Gen. m. 14-18. 
3. my brother > (:jA S1• • , , 
5. which were . . . Baran a {'Canaan• h i) : • which the land of Aram produced on a height (:j S1 

: and they 
were produced in the wood in Aram' A. 

6. For tbe Lord ••• to Jacob a: > (:j A S1
• 

7. to Raebel> (:j A S1
• 

8. to her > (:j A 51• . . d I , A 51 
9. Jacob is mine, for I a: 'Boast not nor vaunt thyself ; for Jacob is mine, an (:j • 
10. Boast . , • thyself : 'How so?' (:jAS1• 
11. fl AS version is due to dittograpby. 
13. Jacob a only. to him a only. . k d fi h her' "-..I s• . 
1
4

• Jfevertbelesa ... manclrakea a: 'And Rachel said: Take one mandra -~ an or t e ot ,.,-.. g • 
fl A 51 mention the second mandrake in ii. 4; dafter i. 15: Leah gave Raebel both, 11. 2. 

11 1 Two b A a 1, • o 4 51 • > a a e f: d omits the clause : I[ omits the entire chapter. 
4-• J~cob + 'in order that she might receive the other ('st11l .another' A ab• od') mandrake' (:jdg A• b• od r 8

1
• 

5. priest of tbe Boat High fJ A al>• "4 t S1 +' God ' Ab: ' pnest ' a. 
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THE TESTAMENTS OF THE TWELVE PATRIARCHS 

3 1 When therefore I grew up my children I walked in uprightness of heart, and I became 
a husba~dman for 

1

my father a~d my brethrdn, and I brought in fru_its fro~ the field ac~o~ding to 
2, ,l their season. r And my father blessed me, for ~e saw that I ~~lked m !ectltude b;fore him . And 

• I was not a busybody in my doings, r nor envious and mahcto~s agamst .m~ ne~ghbour. I nev':t 
slandered any one, nor did I censure the life of any man, walkm~ as I dtd m smgleness of eye . 

5 Therefore, when I was thirtyJfivc 1 years old,. I took to mrself a '!1fe, for my !abour wore away m1 strength, and I never thought upon pleasure with women ; but owmg to my toll, sl~p overcame me . 
6 And my father r always 1 rejoiced in my rectitude, rbe~use I offered through the pn.~t to the. Lord 
7 all first-fruit:s; then tu my father al:su. And the Lor? mcrease~ ten thousandfold Hts benefits m my 
8 hands; and also Jacob. my father, knew that God. aided _my smgleness. For ~n all the poor and 

oppressed I bestowed the good things of the earth m the s111gleness of my heart . 
4 r And now, hearken to me, my children, 

And walk in singleness r of your heart 1, 

For I have seen in it r all1 that is well-pleasing to the Lord. 
2 rThe single-(minded) man coveteth not gold, 

He overreacheth not his neighbour, 
He longeth not after manifold dainties, 
He delighteth not in varied apparel. 

3 He doth not desire to live a long life, 
But only waiteth for the will of God1• 

4 And the spirits of deceit have no power against him, 
For he looketh not on the beauty of women, 
rLest he should pollute his mind with corruption 1• 

5 There is no envy in his thoughts, 
fNo malicious person maketh his soul to pine away,] 
f.lor worry with insatiable desire in his mind. 

6 For he walketh in singleness r of soul1, 
And beholdeth all things in uprightness r of heart 1 , 

Shunning eyes (made) evil through the error of the world, 
Lest be should see the perversion of any of the commandments of the Lord. 

5 1 Keep, therefore, my children, the law of God, 
And get singleness, 

. III-VI. Issachar is here h«:Jd up as the s~g.Ie-hi:arted husbandman (iii. r, v. 3, 5) who :;\;oms luxuries and wealth 
(I\". 2), 1s free from envy, mahce, and greed (111. 3, 1v. 5), shuns lust (iv. 4), offers freely to God and his father (iii. 6), 
and to the poor (iii. 8). Cf. LXX of Gen. xhx. r 5 lyo;,8., ui,p ~"'nor, 'he bowed his shoulder to bear and became 
a servant under taskwork' (Heb.). The Targums interpret this labour as in the law; cf. 1 Chron. xii. 3;. 

III. 1. uprightness, ,UJvr'IT,, ,rr. As this work was translated into Greek between the completion of the LXX 
and A. D. 50 it employs more frequently than the LXX the late Greek word cbr>.on,11' • on The MSS. waver between 
the two at times, probably because cbr>.or'IS' was not yet so popular a term as it later became. See my Commentary 
p. 103, and cf. T . G. vii. 7, T. Iss. iv. 6. ' 

according to their season > a a f. 
2. >A. 

rectitude, cbr>.6,.,,r = wholeness, integrity. Cf. Eph. vi. 5 ; Col. iii. 32. 
3. busybody. Cf. 1 Tim. v. 13. 
4. aingleneu of eye. Cf. Matt. vi. 22; T. lss. iv. 6 (note). 
5. five> b dgA. 

sleep. Perhaps read ' old age'. Cf. T. Z. x. 6. 
6. because, 'for on whatsoever I laboured' fJ s1. 

all first-fruits + ' all the choicest fruit and all the firstfruits • fJ 51. 
7. ten thousandfold a: 'twofold 1 {J $ 1• 

8. bestowed ... singleness of heart. Cf. Rom. xii. 8. Hence the meaning 'disinterested generosity• in 
2 Cor. ix. 13, cbr>.or17n rijr IC0&11-las fir avn,~r. 

IV. 1. heart cg: 'soul'hiaef. 
initbdgA: 'inyou'aaefS1• 

2. coveteth not . . • neighbour b d e g S1 : 'gaineth not gold wrongfully ' a a f. · 
3. doth not desire to live S1

: ol,,c lmypacj,,, Toii Cij• a fJ S1, i.e. n~ perhaps corrupt for '11Mt:). 
4. l~keth n~t .on the beauty, ol, yap ,la,,, br,ai~a, (bri>.ifau8m

1(g A: > $1) ICd>.>.or. p~fu:ps there was a clitto­
graphy 1n the or1g1nal Hebrew fn:l ira = l1r&>..ifa."8a,. 1ea>.>.or. Cf. T. R. iv. 1. 

5. is • . . in a : ' can • • • invade ' fJ S. 
[No malicious pe~n, &c.] An interpolation > A : 'malice •• . not' b d g S. 
Nor worry .•• his mind, emend~d from oubi 1r•punraap,o11 ;., d,r>.'l"Tt&f J.,,,,,_, a fJ 51 to ••• 1rtp&(nrGfTIAOS' • • • J., •ot 

6. singleness of soul n : > 'of soul A : f:J S l'Pad ' uprightness of soul • and so • singleness of heart • below 
eyes ••• evil. Cf. Matt. vi. 22, 23 'eye ..• single; eye ••• evil', i.e. ethically unsound. In Matt. xx. 15 .... •e;vious.• 
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THE TESTAMENT OF ISSACHAR 3. 1-7. 5 

r And walk in guilelessness, 
Not playing the busybody with the business of your neighbour, 

2 But love the Lord and your neighbour, 
Have compassion on the poor and weak 1. 

3 Bow down your back unto husbandry, 
And toil in labours rin all manner of husbandry, 
Offering gifts to the Lord with thanksgiving 1• 

4 For with the first-fruits of the earth will the Lord bless you, r even as He blessed all the saints 
:S from Abel even until now 1 • For no other portion is given to you rthan of the fatness of the earth, 
6 whose fruits arc raised by toil1. For our father Jacob blessed me with blessings of the earth and of 
7 first-fruits. And Levi and Judah were glorified by the Lord even among the sons of Jacob; for the 

Lord gave them an inheritance, and to Levi He gave the priesthood, and to Judah the kingdom. 
8 And do ye therefore obey them, and walk in the singleness of your father; [for unto Gad hath it 

8 
been given to destroy the troops that are coming upon Israel]. 

• Know ye therefore, my children, that in the last times 
Your sons will forsake singleness, 
r And will cleave unto insatiable desire; 
And1 leaving r guilelessness, will draw near to malice; 
And forsaking the commandments of the Lord, 
They will cleave unto Beliar. 

:a And leaving 1 husbandry, 
They will follow after their own r wicked1 devices, 
And they shall be dispersed among the Gentiles, 
And shall serve their enemies. 

3 And do you therefore give these commands to your children, that, if they sin, they may the more 
4 quickly return to the Lord; For He is merciful, and will deliver them, even to bring them back into 

their land. 
a 13A S1 

7 1 Behold, therefore, as ye see, I am a hundred 
and twenty-six years old and am not conscious of 
committing any sin. 

I am a hundred and twenty-two years old, and r 
I am not conscious of having committed any sin 
r unto death. 

2 Except my wife I have not known any woman 1 • I never committed fornication by the uplifting 
of my r eyes,. 

3 I drank not wine, to be led astray thereby; 
I coveted not any desirable thing that was my neighbour's. 

4 Guile arose not in my heart ; 
A lie passed not through my lips. 

5 If any man were in distress I joined my sighs with his, 

V. 1. busybody with +' the commands of God and' /3 S1
• 

3. Bow ... husbandry. Gen. :dix. 15 (Heb.). 
labours a + 'of the earth' /3 A S1

• 

S· to you g A : ' to thee' {3-a g S : ' to us ' a.: > a. 
whoae fruits are raieed b y toil bgS1 : 'through the toils offruits' aaef: >d. 

6-7. A is defective and confused. 
7. to Levi ... to Judah c: 'to the one • . • to the other' h 8-
8. [for (8 A 51 : •and• a) unto Gad • : • Israel.] _Probably out _of place, and belonged to T. Gad originally, 

preceded by a phrase like' and she called his name Gad • Cf. Gen. xhx. 19. 

VI. 1. in the last times. Cf. T. L. x. 2, xiv. 1 ; T. G. viii. 2 (/3 AS); T. Z. ix. S (b d g); '.I'· D. v. 4; T~ Jo~. 
xix. 10 (c f3 S); also T. Z. viii. 2, ix. 9. The phrase= the close of the present age-present, that 1s, from the writers 
standpoint. 

2. dispersed. er. T. L. xvi. s: T. A. v~/: 2, 6: T. J?s· xix. 2. 
serve their enemies. er. T. Jud. xxm. 3 : T. N. 1v. 2. 

4. bring them back. Cf. T . D. v. 9; T. A. vii. 7• 

VII. hundred and twenty-two BA~= Midrash. Tadshe. See T. J{. i. I (note). 
am not conscious, &c. Cf. 1 Cor. 1x. 4 ; T. Z. 1. 4· ... 
atn unto death BAS. Cf. Num. xviii. 22; Jub. xxi. 22, xxxv1.11. ,18 ; I John v. 16. 

z. a omits o,,c i-yi,111111 through hmt. It reads ' wo~an e~~ept my. wife , . 
the uplifting, ,uno,pu1p.os • er. T. B. vi. 3; S1r. XXl!I· 4, XXVI, 9; Pr?V· VI, 2?. 

4, A ha~ '~d guile arose .!lot through my lips, and I hed not to my neighbour • 
S· er. S1r. vu. 34; Rom. XII. l S· 



THE TESTAMENTS OF THE TWELVE PATRIARCHS 

And I shared my bread with the poor. 
I wrought godliness, all my days I kept truth. 

a ps• 
6 I loved the Lord ; rThc Lord I loved with all my strength: 6 

Likewise also every man I loved more than my 
own children, 

Likewise also every man with aJI my heart. 

7 So do you also these things, my children, 
And every spirit of Beliar shall flee from you, 
And no deed of wicked men shall rule over you ; 
And every wild beast shall ye subdue, 
Since you have with you the God of heaven and earth 
(And) walk with men in singleness of heart 1, 

8 And having said these things, he commanded his sons that they should carry him up to Hebron, 
9 and bury him there in the cave r with his fathers 1• And he stretched out his feet and died, at a good 

old age ; with every limb sound, and with strength unabated, he slept the eternal sleep. 

THE TESTAMENT OF ZEBULUN, TUE SIXTH SON OF JACOB AND LEAH. 

l 1 The copy of the words of Zebulun, which he enjoined on his sons %efore he died1 in the 
2 hundred and fourteenth year of his life, two years after the death of Joseph. And he said to them: 
3 Hearken to me, ye sons of Zebulun, attend to the words of your father. I, Zebulun, was born a good 

gift to my parents. For when I was born my father was increased very exceedingly, both in flocks 
4 and herds, when with the straked rods he had his portion. I am not conscious that I have sinned 
5 all my days, rsave in thought1 • Nor yet do I remember that I have done any iniquity, except the 

sin of ignorance which I committed against Joseph; for I covenanted with my brethren not to tell 
6 my father what had been done. But I wept fin secret 1 many days on account of Joseph, for I feared mf 

brethren, rbecausc they had all agreed that if any one should declare the secret, he should be slain. 
7 But when they wished to kill him, I adjured them much r with tears l not to be guilty of this sin. 

2 1, 2 For Simeon and Gad came against Joseph fto kilJ him 1, and he said unto them with tears: Pity 
me, my brethren, have mercy upon the boweLc; of Jacob our father: lay not upon me your hands 

3 rto shed innocent blood\ for I have not sinned against you. And if indeed I have sinned, with 
· chastening chastise me, r my brethren 1, but lay not upon me your hand, for the sake of Jacob our 
4 father. And as he spoke these words, r wailing as he did so 1, I was unable to bear his lamentations, 

and I began to weep 1, and my liver was poured out, and all the substance of my bowels was tloosened. 

sbared my bread. Cf. Prov. xxii. 9. 
with the poor + ' l never eat alone, I moved no landmark • /3 S1• 

kept truth a : 'did truth ' /3-b e S1 : ' and I walked in holiness ' A + ' I loved godliness' c. 
7. llhall flee. er. T. N. viii. 4. 

walk with men ••• heart hie f (' his heart' hi): 'walking with men in the singleness ol His heart• c 
(- Messiah, d. T. Jud. xxiv. 1): 'walking with men of(or 'in') singleness of heart' fl-ef. 

8. in the cave > u g. 
9. and died . . . aleep. 'and slept at a good old age the eternal sleep ' L 

the eternal sleep. This does not preclude Resurrection. T. Jud. xxv. 1 ; T. 8. x. 6 fr. 
TITLE a +' compassion and mercy' (' almsgiving' d g) fJ-a 51, 

I. 1. before be cUecl C cl. 
fourteenth hi /3-a S1

, er. Jashar ii. 1248: 'fourth' c: 'fiftieth• a : 'twenty-fourth• A. 
two y•rs. See Jub. :uviii. 11-24 (notes). 

3. Zebalan, a good· Rift. Gen. xu. :zo. 
strabll roda. er. Gen. m. 37 ft: 
behad: 'lbad'ad. 

4. am not consclo1111, &c. Cf. T. lss. vii. 1. 
S• sin ofiponmce. Cf. T. R. i. 6; T. L. iii. S; T. Jud. zix. 3. 

which I commit1114 > a. 
covenanted with - •n,:i emended from •n•o:, ' concealed for ' b g A : ' confirmed to • a f:J-b g s•. 

7. I adjured : ' I summoned ' h i : c omits rest of verae and ii. 111 to ' kill him ' through hmt. 
11. 1. Simeon +' and Dan' b. Cf. iii. 2. 

againat Joeeph : C with anger t g, + I With anger I d C SI. 

and be aai4 • • • tean : ' and falling on his face Joseph said to them • {3-a f s•. 
2. upon me > a. 
3. upon me : ' to slay your brother ' a. 
4. walling u be cU4 ao > fJ A 51, 

I waa , •• lamentatlom a : ' I pitied him' fJ S1• 
poan4 oat d g. Cf. Lam. ii. 11 : 'melted' a~ g S1• 

was tlooaenecl a + ' within my soul ' fJ A S1• Perhaps eme
8 

nd to ' was troubled •, u Lam. i. 20, ii. 11. 
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THE TESTAMENT OF ZEBULUN 1. 1-4. 9 

5 And I wept with Joseph, and my heart sounded, rand the joints of my body trembled 1, and I was 
6 not able to stand. And when r Joseph l saw me weeping with him, and them comin.,. aaainst him to 
7 slay him, he fted behind me, beseeching them. But meanwhile Reuben arose and s.tld ~ rcome 1, my 

brethren, let us not slay him, but let us cast him into one of these dry pits, which our fathers digged 
8 and found no water. For for this cause the Lord forbade that water should rise up in them, in order 

that Joseph should be preserved. And they did so, until they sold him to the Ishmaelites. 
3 1, 2 For in his price I had no share, my children. But Simeon and Gad and six other of our brethren 

took the price of Joseph, and bou~ht sandals for themselves, and their wives, rand their children 1, 
3 saying: We will not eat of it, for it is the price of our brother's blood, but we will assuredly tread 

it under foot, because he said that he would be king over us, rand so let us see what will become of 
4 his dreams 1 . Therefore it is written in the writing of the law of Moses, that whosoever will not raise 
5 up seed to his brother, his sandal should be unloosed, and they should spit in his face. And the 

brethren of Joseph wished not that their brother should live, and the Lord loosed from them the 
6 sandal which they wore against rJoseph their brother 1. For when they came into Egypt rthey were 

unloosed by the servants of Joseph outside the gate, and so they made obeisance to Joseph after the 
7 fashion of King Pharaoh. And1 not only did they make obeisance to him, but r were spit upon also, 
8 falling down before him forthwith, and so' they were put to shame before the Egyptians. For after 

this the Egyptians heard all the evils that they had done to Joseph. 
a 

4 1 And after he was tsold my brothers sat down 
2 to eat and drink. But I, through pity for Joseph, 

did not eat, but watched the pit, since Judah 
feared lest Simeon, Dan, and Gad should rush 

3 off and slay him. But when they saw that I did 
not eat, they set me to watch him, till he was 

5 sold to the Ishmaelites. And when Reuben came 
and heard that while he was away (Joseph) had 
been sold, he rent his garments, (and) mourning, 
said: How shall I look on the face of my father 

6 Jacob? And he took the money and ran after 
the merchants, but as he failed to find them he 
returned grieving. But the merchants had left 
the broad road and marched through the Tro­
glodytes by a short cut. 

13AS1 

And after they had cast him into the pit r my 1 

brethren1 sat down to eat. fFor I through two a 
days and two nights eat nothing, through pity 
fo1· Joseph 1. And Judah eat not with them, but 
watched r the pit 1 ; for he feared lest Simeon and 
Gad should run off and slay him. And when 3 
they saw that I also eat not, they set me to 
watch him until he was sold. And he spent in 4 
the pit three days and three nights, and so was 
sold famishing. And when Reuben heard that 5 
while he was away (Joseph) had been sold, he 
rent his clothes, and mourned, saying: How shall 
I look in the face of Jacob my father? And he 6 
took the money and ran after the merchants, and 
found no one ; for they had left the main road, 
and journeyed through the Troglodytes by a 
short cut. 

7 rBut Reuben was grieved\ and eat no food that day. Dan therefore came to him and said: 
8, 9 Weep not, neither grieve; for we have found what we can say to our father Jacob. Let us slay 

5. my heart sounded. Cf. Jer. iv. 19. 
joints of my body, &c. Cf. Dan. v. 6. 

6. beaeeching them: • beseeching (me) to help him' a. 
7. er. Gen. xxxvii. 22. 

found 110 water. See Jub. xxiv. 25 (note). 
g. they did so ad g A: 'the Lord did so' ~d g S1

• 

JU. a. Gad ... brethren: 'Dan and Gad and their children' a. .. 
bought llllllclala. Cf. Ps.-Jon. on Gen. xxxvii. 28; Pirke R. El. xxxviii; also Amos 11. 6. 

3. the price of ... blood. Cf. Matt. xxvii. 6. 
let 1111 eee, &c. Gen. :uxvii. 20. 

4-7. An attempt to explain certain customs of the Levirate Law. 
4. law of Moaes a : ' law of Enoch' (3 S1

• • 
wboaoever wW not, &c. Cf. Deut. uxv. 10; Ruth av. 4. 

7. forthwith, ,ra,,axpijpa, b d rs: ,rnpa a,cijpa, a a e g. 
before (3-d A S1 : ' by ' a d. 
f3 51: • for they heard the evils that they had done unto him' a, 

JV. 1. 4sold a : ,rpn8ijwu corrupt for (3'A.,,SijlltU, 
sat down ad only. Cf. Gen. xxxvii. 25. 

2. Dan (a). See ii. I , .. . .. 
3. to the Iabmaelltes (a). Cf. T . S. II, 9 j f, Z. 11, 9• 
4. > Cit possibly through hmt. .. 
5, B ow aball I look ... Jacob? So Ps.-Jon. and Targ. Jer. on Gen. ~vu. 30. 
6. Troglodytes: 'Indokolpitae' in T, Jos. xi. 2. See LXX of 2 Chron. xn. 3. 
g. elay b d A +' with the sword' a (3-b d S1

• 
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THE TESTAMENTS OF THE TWELVE PATRIARCHS 

1 o a kid of the goats, and dip in it the coat of Joseph; and let us send it to Jacob, saying: Know, is 
11 this the coat of thy son? And they did so. rFor they stripped off from Joseph his coat when they 

were selling him, and put upon him the garment of a slave 1• Now Simeon took the c~at, and would 
not give it up, r for he wished to rend it with his sword 1, as he was angry that Joseph hved and that 

1 2 he had not slain him. Then we r all1 rose up and said unto him: If thou givest not up the coat, we 
13 will say rto our father1 that thou alone didst this evil thing in Israel. And so he gave it unto them, 

and they did even as Dan had said. 
5 r And now, my children, I bid you to keep the commands of the Lord, rand to show mercy to your 

neighbours, and to have compassion towards all, not towards men only, but also towards beasts. 
2 For all this thing's sake the Lord blessed me 1, and when all my brethren were sick, I escaped with­
l out sickness, for the Lord knoweth the purposes of each. Have, therefore, compassion in your hearts, 

my children, because even as a man doeth to his neighbour, even so also will the Lord do to him. 
4 For the sons of my brethren were sickening and were dying on account of Joseph, rbecause they 
fl showed not mercy in their hearts 1 ; but my sons were preserved without sickness, as ye know. And 

when I was in the land of Canaan, by the sea-coast, I made a catch of fish for Jacob my father ; and 
when many were choked in the sea, I continued unhurt. 

6 1 I was the first to make a boat to sail upon the sea, for the Lord gave me understanding rand 
2 wisdom therein 1• And I let down a rudder behind it, and I stretched l\ sail upon another upright 
3 piece of wood in the midst. And I sailed therein along the shores, catching fish for the house of my 
· father until we came to Egypt. 

Verses 4- 6 found only in b d g. 
4, 5 [And through compassion I shared my catch with every stranger. And if a man were a stranger, 

or sick, or aged, I boiled the fish, and dressed them well, and offered them to all men. as every man 
6 had need, grieving with and having compassion upon them. Wherefore also the Lord satisfied me 

with abundance of fish when catching fish ; for he that shareth with his neighbour receiveth manifold 
7 more from the Lord.] For five years I caught fish [ and gave thereof to every man whom I saw, 
8 and sufficed for all the house of my father]. And in the summer I caught fish, and in the winter 

I kept sheep with my brethren. 
vii-viii. 3 found only in b d g. 

7 1 [Now I will declare unto you what I did. I saw a man in distress through nakedness in winter­
time, and had compassion upon him, and stole away a garment secretly from my father's house, and 

2 gave it to him who was in distress. Do you, therefore, my children, from that which God bestoweth 
upon you, show compassion and mercy without hesitation to all men, and give to every man with 

3 a good heart. And if ye have not the wherewithal to give to him that needeth, have compassion for 
4 him in bowels of mercy. I know that my hand found not the wherewithal to give to him that 

needed, and I walked with him weeping for seven furlongs, and my bowels yearned towards him in 
com passion. 

8 1 Have, therefore, yourselves also, my children, compassion towards every man with mercy, that the 
2 Lord also may have compassion and mercy upon you. Because also in the last days God will send 
3 His compassion on the earth, and wheresoever He findeth bowels of mercy He dwelleth in him. For 

in the degree in which a man hath compassion upon his neighbours, in the same degree hath the 

let us send . .. saying a: 'and we will say' tJ A 51, 
10. his coat a : • the coat of our father ' tJ -d g S1• 

11. Joseph lived and > a. 
12. to oar father a g. 

in Israel. a only. 
V. 3. even as a man, &c. C(. viii. 3; Judges i. 7; Matt. vii. 2. 
4. in their hearts tJ S1 : ' to them • c. 
VI. I. the first to make a boat. Cf. Gen. xlix. 13. 
2. rudder, lit. 'a piece of wood'. 
J. catching fish g : ' and I caught fish ' b d A : • in ' a f : > a. 
4~· The ~ctions peculia~ to b d g, i.e. v~. 4-6, 7b, vii-viii, go back probably to a Hebrew original. viii. 3, though 

a saymg attnbuted to Gamaliel II or Gamaliel of Jabneh (80-105 A. D.), is virtually the same as v. 3. 
6. satisfied, i-,,brA'lfT,, d: J1r,,,,,.,,, b g, wrongly. 

neighbour +' with all willingness ' d. 
7. [and gave . . . father] b d g only. 

whom I saw b g: 'what sufficed' d. 
VII. 1. my father's housed: 'my house' b g. 
2. show · . . mercy without hesitation. Cf. Jude 22, if 1£'1 is restored before 3,a,cpu•Of""' there. 
3· needeth, or' asketh ', XPriCovr&. Cf. Matt. v. 42. 
VIII. z. •-t days. See T. Iss. vi. I (note). 
3. See v. 3 {note) and vi. 4-6 {note). Cf. Sifre, Deut. ()6; Shabb. 151 b, 
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THE TESTAMENT OF ZEBULUN 4. 9-9. 8 

4, 5 Lord also upon him.] And when we went down into Egypt, Joseph bore no malice against us. To 
whom taking heed, do ye also, my children, r approve yourselves without malice, and 1 love one 

6 another ; and do not set down in account, each one of you, evil against his brother. For this breaketh 
unity and divideth ran kindred, and troubleth the soul\ and weareth away the countenance. 

9 1 Observe, rtherefore 1, the waters, and know when they flow together, they sweep along stones trees 
2 earth, and other things. But if they arc divided into many streams, the earth swalloweth the'm up: 

3, 4 and they vanish away. So shall ye also be if ye be divided. Be not ye, therefore, divided 
into two heads, for everything which the Lord made hath but onP. head, and two shoulders, two 

5 hands, two feet, and all the remaining members. For I have learnt in the writing of my fathers, that 
Ye shall be divided in Israel, 
And ye shall follow two kings, 
And shall work every abomination. 

6 And your enemies shall lead you captive, 
And ye shall be evil entreated among the Gentiles, 
With many infirmities and tribulations. 

a 
7 And after these things ye shall remember the 

Lord and repent, 
And He shall have mercy upon you, for He 

is merciful and compassionate. 
And He setteth not do\fn in account evil 

against the sons of men, 
Because they are flesh, and are deceived through 

their own wicked deeds. 

aaef A S1 

8 And after these things shall there arise r unto 
you1 the Lord Himself, the light of righteousness, 

pAS1 

And after these things ye shall remember the 7 
Lord, and repent, 

[ And He shall cause you to return] ; for He 
is merciful and compassionate. 

And He setteth not down in account evil to 
the sons of men, because they are flesh, 

And the spirits of deceit deceive them in all 
their deeds. 

bdg 
And after these things there shall arise unto 8 

you the Lord Himself, the light of righteousness, 
[ And healing and compassion shall be in His 

wings. 
He shall redeem all the captivity of the sons 

of men from Reliar; 
And every spirit of deceit shall be trodden 

down]; . · . . 
And he shall bring back all the Gentiles mto 

zeal for Him. 

4. Resumes vi. 3. a1· f .. · · · 
And when. bdg read 'for when', which supports ~he ?rigin ny o v11-v111. 2. 
against ua +'but when he saw me he had compassion b g. 

5. approve ... malice and > 4 a e f A. ... 
set not down in account, &c. Cf. 1 Cor. xm. 5. 
evil against CA: 'the evil of' (j S1

• • ' ·I • h b 
6. and wareth away the countenance (' possessions a er A(?) S ) a: 'for he who beare1h malice at no 

bowels of mercy' b d g. 

IX. Written at a time or national divisions, ~g. Hyrcanus ll's struggles with Aristobulus II. 
1 and other things ,. : ' sand ' fJ-b d A. , · \c,~• i ~· see 
2: vanish away. So I emend with Peries; the text bas 'become of no account , 1. e. -, ; . corrupt or : .. 

1 Sam. xv. 9- · b·· ' II 
A _ S two head• = H yrcanus II and Aristo wus · . h L d d , b d 5- ~itiog of my fathers. See T. L. x. s (note). +' that in the last days ye will depart from l e or an g. 

kings : 'kingdoms ' ,. a e f S'. 
1 abomination + 'and worship every idol' h i (j S . 

6 be evil entreated: 'dwell ' c b d. 
• tribulations + 'and anguish or soul' b d g . 

......,...t . """",,.J~, a : ,,.,.,.DJHn/0',.,., fJ A S1
: both ., ,:nri:,n. , . . , - T D a 

7. ---- . t r-~ QA si. Or nrWTpb/,n may be rendered ' return If we omit up.or. er. , · v. 9 · caaee ... ore ,... C£P .. 
aetteth not down in account. . . s. xxxu •. 2. 

Bo&:allllO ' • • flcabeh. JCf~~n~tp·J:i! !1:·:exr As'. Thus gb comes from Mal. iv. 2, suggested by · )i~ht of 
8. b d g appear to a e ... T S . 6 

righteousness', go= T. D. v. 11•, 8d = T. L. xvm. 12 or • . v1. , 
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THE TESTAMENTS OF THE TWELVE PATRIARCHS 

a a cf A S1 bd g 
And ye shall return unto your land. And ye shall see [God in the fashion ofa man] 
AJ1d ye shall sec Him in Jcrnsalem, rror His (the place) which the Lord shall choose,Jerusalem 

name's sake'· is its name. 

9 And again r through the wickedness of your works 1 shall ye provoke Him to anger, 
And ye shall be cast away I by Him 1 unto the time of consummation. 

10 1 And now, my children, grieve not that I am dying, nor be cast down in that I am coming to my 
2 end. For I shall rise again in the midst of you, ras a ruler in the midst of his sons ' ; and I shall 

rejoice in the midst of my tribe, as many as shall keep the law of the Lord, rand the commandments 
3 of Zebulun their father·'. But upon the ungodly shall the Lord bring eternal fire, and destroy them 

•· r, throughout all generations. But I am now hastening away to my rest, as did also my fathers. But 
6 do ye fear the Lord I our God with all your strenrh all the days of your life 1• And when he had 
7 said these things he fell asleep, rat a good old age . And his sons laid him in a I wooden 1 coffin. And 

afterwards they carried him up and buried him in H ebron, with his fathers. 

THE TJ<:STAMENT OF DAN, THE SEVENTH SON OF JACOU AND BIJ.HAH. 

1 r The copy of the words of Dan, which he spake to his sons in his last days, in the hundred and 
2 twenty-fifth year of his life. For he called together his family, and said : Hearken to my w9rds, ye 
3 sous of Dan ; and give heed to the words r of your father 1• I have proved in my heart, and in my 

whole life, that truth with just dealing is good and well pleasing to God, and that lying and anger 
• arc evil, because they teach man all wickedness. I confess, therefore, this day to you, my children, 
5 that in my heart I resolved on the death of Joseph r my brother 1 , the true and good man. r And 
6 I rejoiced that he was sold, because his father loved him more than us.] For the spirit of jealousy 
7 and vainglory said to me: Thou thyself also art his son. And one of the spirits of Beliar stirred me 

up, saying: Take this sword, and r with it 1 slay Joseph : so shall thy father love thee when he is dead. 
8 Now this is the spirit of anger that persuaded me to crush Joseph as a leopard crusheth a kid. 

et /3 A S1 

9 But the God of my fathers did not suffer him But the God of Jacob our father did not deliver 9 
to fall into my hands, so that I should find him him into my hands that I should find him alone, 
alone and slay him, and cause a second tribe to nor suffer me to work this iniquity, lest two tribes 
be destroyed in Israel. should be destroyed in Israel. 

2 1 And now, my children, behold I am dying, and I tell you ofa truth, that unless ye keep yourselves 
from the spirit of lying and of anger, and love truth and longsuffering, ye shall perish. 

C I fJ A 51 
:z .For anger is blindness, and does not suffer one I There is blindness in anger my children and a 

to see the face of any man with truth. 1 no angry man seeth the face with truth. , 

3 For though it be a father or a mother, rhe behaveth towards them as enemies 1 • though it be 
a brother, he knoweth him not; though it be a prophet of the Lord, he disobeyed; him; though 

ace Him ft: 'see the Lord' a e f A S1• 

(the place) ... its name b: ' whom the Lord shall choose in Jerusalem for His name's sake' g: 'and His name 
shall be called the angel of great counsel ' d. 

9. by Him a: > fJ S1 : • among the Gentiles ' A. 
X. 1. be cast down, uv,.,r,ffTn•. Cf. T. Jos. vii. 1. 
2. er. T. Jud. XXV. I ; T. B. x. 7. 
3. Cf. Ps. xi. 6. 

throughout all generationa : • from the children of Israel ' A. 
6. good old age: 'go:>d sleep' text:. Ml'~ was misread for l'D'~. Cf. T. Iss. vii. 9; T. D. vii. 1, &c. 

wooden a : > fJ A S . Cf. T. S. vu. 2. 

TITLE a : + 'concerning anger (' wrath ' d g) and lying ' b de f g S' : + ' concerning arrogancy and hatred • A. 
I. 3. just deallog. We expect longsuft'ering here, aa in ii. i, vi. 8. 
4· resolved ft: ~joiced fJ (A) 51

: i. C: 1n~~ for 1ncl'.'. For Dan's design, see T. z. ii. 1. 
5. Bracketed, as It breaks the connexJon of 4 and 6. 
7. Cf. T. Z. ii. 1, iii. 2. 

s tirred me up = .,,ll'. Text - 'helped me'= .,fll', 
8. to crush . . • a kid /J-a d f A : • has the order different. 

crush = ~ : emended from ' suck• ... r,irc,. 
9. Why 

I 
a second tribe'? fJ A S1 acc:ma to have the better reading. 

11. 2. angry man: >'angry ' a er A 51. 



r 
THE TESTAMENT OF DAN 1. 1-6. 2 

.fa righteous man, he regardeth him not; rthough a friend, he doth not acknowledge him 1• For the 
spirit of anger encompasseth him with the net of deceit, and blindeth his eyes, and through lying 

5 darkeneth his mind, and giveth him its own peculiar vision. And wherewith encompasseth it his 
eyes? With hatred of heart, so as to be envious of his brother. 

a I ~-aAS
1 

3 1 For anger is an evil thing, my children, for it For anger is an evil thing, my children, for it 1 

troubleth even the soul itself. becomes a soul to the soul itself. 
2 And the body of the angry man it maketh its own, and over his soul it getteth the mastery, and 
3 it bestoweth upon the body r power that it may work all1 iniquity. And when the body does all 
• these things, the soul justifieth what is done, siftce it seeth not aright. Therefore he that is wrathful, 

if he be a mighty man, hath a threefold power in his anger: one by the help of his servants; and 
a second by his wealth, whereby he persuadeth and overcometh wrongfully ; and thirdly, having his 

5 own natural power he worketh thereby the evil. And though the wrathful man be weak, yet hath 
6 he a power twofold of that which is by nature ; for wrath ever aideth such in lawlessness. This 

spirit goeth always with lying rat the right hand of Satan, that with cruelty and lying 1 his works 
may be wrought. 

1·4 1, 2 Understand ye, therefore, the power of wrath, that it is tvain. For it first of all giveth provocation 
by word; then by deeds it tstrengtheneth him who is angry, and with sharp losses disturbeth his 

3 mind, and so stirreth up with great wrath his soul. Therefore, when any one speaketh against you, 
be not ye moved to anger, [ and if any man praiseth you as holy men, be not uplifted: be not moved 

4 either to delight or to disgust]. For first tit pleaseth the hearingt, and so maketh the mind keen 
to perceive the grounds for provocation ; and then being enraged, he thinketh that he is justly angry. 

5 If ye fall into any loss or ruin, my children, rbe not affiicted1 
; for this very spirit maketh (a man) 

6 desire that which is perishable, in order that he may be enraged through the affliction. And if ye 
suffer loss voluntarily, or involuntarily, be not vexed; for from vexation ariseth wrath rwith lying 1. 

7 Moreover a twofold mischief is wrath with lying; and they assist one another in order to disturb the 
heart ; an'd when the soul is continually disturbed, the Lord departeth from it, and Beliar ruleth 
over it. 

5 1 Observe, therefore, my children, the commandments of the Lord, 
And keep His law ; 
Depart from wrath, 
And hate lying, 
That the Lord may dwell among you, 
And Bellar may ftee from you. 

2 Speak truth each one with his neighbour. 
So shall ye not fall into wrath and confusion ; 
But ye shall be in peace, having the God of peace, 
So shall no war prevail over you. 

4. spirit of anger , , , deceit: 'spirit of deceit ... nets of luxury' A. 
5, And . , . bis eyes. A reads 'And then it encompasses (him) with its own eye, and surrounds , 

with hatred •.. brother a: 'with hatred of heart and it giveth him its own heart (' a heart hostile' A : 
• a heart• 51) so as to be envious of his brother' be A 5 1

• Cf. d f. 
III. 1. it troubleth even a: 'it becometh a soul to• (3-a g S1, perhaps better. 
:z. power a g : ' its own power' 13-g S •. , 
3. when the body ... aright a: 'when it doetb aught, the soul justifieth •.. seeth not (3 As•. 
4. a mighty man + ' in body' a. . . 1 having •.• evil: 'having the natural power of his body and of his own ~gen~y w?rkmg' f:J AS . , 
5. yet hath he ... by nature (3 A S1 : ' the passion of anger spnngeth up m him with twofold power 11. 

6. Bracketed words > a A. 
IV. 1. tvain. Read 'a destroyer'. 
:z. giveth provocation : ' is provoked ' " a er. 

tatrengtbeneth. Read ' embittereth ' or ' inciteth '. 
3. The bracketed words are out of the context: . . . , 
4• tit pleueth the hearing'!'. Read '. the th!ng ~aid g1ve!h. prov~llon . ·• 

the grounds for provocation, reading To '1'*6,aai, for To •P,•61(1'6111. a.fl-d g S • . . . 
S· This spirit deceives in order to irritate. B11t A reads, the spmt of error desired to do this thing, and to 

acco:;lj5h the ruin! 
ction, ,rd8011s, a. 'longing ', tro6ov, (3 S1• 

7. Moreover . . . lying : > a f g through hmt. . 
v. :,, Speak truth, &c.: from Zech. viii. 16. er. T. R. _vi: 9; Eph. IV. 25. 

Goel of peace. Cf. 1 Thess. v. :z3; Rom. xv. 33; Phil. 1v. 9· . 
war. Perles suggests' enemy' ,ro'Aip.ios for ,ro'A•pos. Cf. Jer. 1. 19; x,. 20. 
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THE TESTAMENTS OF THE TWELVE PATRI ARCHS 

3 Love the Lord through all your life, 
And one another with a true heart. 

4 I know that in the last days ye shall depart from the Lord, 
And ye shall provoke Levi unto anger, 
And fight against Judah; 
But ye shall not prevail against t~em, 
For an angel of the Lord shall gmde them both; 
For by them shall Israel stand. . . 

5 And whensoever ye depart from the Lore!, ye shall walk in all eyil a~d work .the abommat1on~ .of 
the Gentiles, going a-whoring after women of the lawless ones, while with ~11 wickedness the RP!flts 

6 of wickedness work rin you 1• [For I have read in the book of Enoch, the nghteous, that your prmce 
is Satan, and that all the spirits of wickedness and pride will conspire to attend constantly on the 
~ons of Levi, to cause them to sin before the Lord. 

7 And my sons will draw near to Levi, 
And sin with them in all things ; 
And the sons of Judah will be covetous, 
Plundering other men's goods like lions.] 

8 Therefore shall ye be led away [with them] into captivity, 
And there shall ye receive all the plagues of Egypt, 
And all the evils of the Gentiles. 

9 And so when ye return to the Lord ye shall obtain mercy, 
And He shall bring you into His sanctuary, 
And He shall give you peace. 

Jo And there shall arise unto you from the tribe of [Judah and of] Levi the salvation of the Lord; 
And he shall make war against Beliar. · 
And execute an everlasting vengeance on our enemies; 

11 And the captivity shall he take from Beliar [the souls of the saints], 
And tum disobedient hearts unto the Lord, 
And give to them that call upon him eternal peace. 

12 And the saints shall rest in Eden, 
And in the New Jerusalem shall the righteous rejoice, 

3. Earliest literary authori~y f~r conjoining lo~e to God and love .~o one:~ nei.ihbour. Cf. Matt. xx.ii. 37, 39, 
through all your life : with all your soul h d. Cf. T. Iss. vu. 6; S1r. vu. 29, 30. 

4, Levi • , • Judah, &:c. Cf. T. R. vi. 5-12; T. S. v. 5. 
5. spirits of wickedneaa a f : 'spirits of fornication' be A S1, i.e. fl'Opnia.r for 1ro11,,plar. er. v. 6. 
6-7. Contradict v. 4, where Dan opposes Levi and Judah, who are led of God. These two verses refer to the 

demoralization under the later Maccabees, like T. L. x, xiv-xvi; T. Jud. xxi. 6-xxxiii; T. Z. ix. 
6. The earliest authority we have for the connexion of Dan and the Antichrist. Dan in the O.T. was idolatrous, 

Judges xviii. 30 ; 1 Kings xii. 29 ; accordin$' to Ps.-J on. on Deut. xxv. I 8 Dan was the ' hindmost ' and ' feeblest', 
referred to in that verse; while J.er. viii. 16 JS interpreted by Irenaeus v. 30. 2 of the Antichrist (and so Dan is omitted 
Rev. vii. 5-8). Cf. Ber. rab. xliii on Jer. viii. 16. 

book of Enoch. See T. L. x. 5 (note). 
righteous +' and I have known ' (' found ' h i) chi. 
iaatl: 'willbe'AS1• 

all>af. 
conspire = 'M"!'', emended from 'C~ - ' obey ' in the text. 

7. sin with them. Levi was to lead Israel astray, T. L x, 2. 
sons of Judah, &c. Cf. T. Jud. xxi. 6, 7. 

8. led away. Cf. T. L. x. 4; T. Z. ix. 6. 
[with them], added by interpolator of 6-7. 
evils of the Gentiles. Cf. T. Z. ix. 6; T. N. iv. 2. 

9. when ye return • , . mercy. Cf. T. Z. ix. 7. 
He shall bring you, &c. Cf. T. Jud. xxiii. s; T. Iss. vi. 3; T. A. vii. 7. 
give you peace. Cf. Haggai ii. 9; 1 En. lxxi. 17, 

10. arise . • • aalvation of the Lord. Cf. T. L. xviii. 3; T. Jud. xxiv. 1; T. z. ix. 8, &c. 
the tribe of [Judah and of] Levi: The singular, 'tribe,' necessitates one name only. Only T. G. viii. 1 

(corr~pt) puts Judah before Levi, and only T. Jud. xxiv. 5-6 {first century B.c.) and T. N. viii. 2 (corrupt) derive the Messiah from Judah. 
war against Bellar. Cf. T. L. xviii. 12. 

everlasting, So I emend text= 'of victory', which is due to a wrong rendering of MJJ in Hebrew. 
our enemies ... U'l'1N. So I emend from text = ' our fathers' = ,.:,,n,lle. 

11. the captivity=' disobedient hearts' enslaved through sin. Brackets show a Cbri5tian addition. 
tum disobedient, &c. Cf. Luke i. 17 ; and T. Z. ix. 8 (b d g). 

12. Eden. Cf. T. L. xviii. JO. 

the New Jerusalem b g A S
1

: 'the kingdom of J.', c; 'the new Holy J.', hi. This JS the earliest occurrence of 
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THE TESTAMENT OF DAN 5. 3-7. 3 

And it shall be unto the glory of God for ever. 
13 And no longer shall Jerusalem endure desolation, 

Nor Israel be led captive ; 
For the Lord shall be in the midst of it [living amongst men], 
And the Holy One of Is!'ael shall reign over it [in humility and in poverty · and he who believcth 

on Him shall reign amongst men in truth]. ' 
1, 2 And now, fear the Lord, my children, and beware of Satan and his spirits. Draw near unto God 

and unto the angel that intercedeth for you, for he is a mediator between God and man, and for the 
3 peace of Israel he shall stand up against the kingdom of the enemy. Therefore is the enemy cager 
4 to destroy all that call upon the Lord. For he knoweth that upon the day on which Israel shall 
5 repent, the kingdom of the enemy shall be brought to an end. For the very angel of peace shall 
6 strengthen Israel, that it fall not into the extremity of evil. And it shall be in the time of the law-

lessness of Israel, that the Lord will not depart from them, but will transform them into a nation 
7 that doeth His will, for none of the angels will be equal unto him. And His name shall be in every 

place in Israe~ rand among the Gentiles 1• 

8 Keep, therefore, yourselves, my children, from every evil work, 
And cast away wrath and all lying, 
And Jove truth and long-suffering. 

9 And the things which ye have heard from your father, do ye ralso1 impart to your children [that 
the Saviour of the Gentiles may receive you; for he is true and long-suffering, meek and lowly, and 

10 teacheth by his works the law of God] . Depart, therefore, from all unrighteousness, and cleave unto 
the righteousness of God, and your race will be saved for ever. And bury me near my fathers. 

7 1, 2 And when he had said these things he kissed them, and fell asleep at a good old age. And his 
sons buried him, And after that they carried up rhis bones\ and placed them near Abraham, and 

3 Isaac, and Jacob. [Nevertheless, rnan 1 prophesied unto them that they should forget their God, 
and should be alienated from the land of their inheritance rand from the race of Israel 1, and from the 
family of r ttheir seed. t 1] 

THE TESTAMENT OF NAPHTALI, THE EIGHTH SON OF jACOU AND BILIIAH. 

1 1 The copy of the testament of Naphtali, which he ordained at the time of his death in the hundred 
2 and thirtieth year of his life. When his sons were gathered together in the seventh month, on the 
3 first day of t he month, while still in good health, he made them a feast of food and wine. And after 

the expression in Jewish literature. Cf. 1 En . xc. 29; also Ezek. xi, xlviii; Isa. liv. 11, 12, Ix. 1; Rev. iii. 12, xxi. 2. 
Here it is Jerusalem rebuilt, 11. 13. 

and it shall be unto : ' which is' a, 
13. Brackets indicate Christian additions, though for the Messiah's humility cf. T. Jud. xxiv. 1 (note). 
VI. 1-7. A section complete in itself. Israel is between the opposing spiritual forces of God and of Satan. The 

reign of evil will end when Israel repents, therefore Satan seeks to destroy those who call upon God, Even in Israel's 
lawlessness, the angel of peace is with them, to transform them into a nation doing the will of God. 

2 , intercedeth for you: I followeth with you. C: C followeth us. hi. er. T. L. v. 6 (note). 
mediator between God and man. Cf. 1 Tim. ii. S· Here of Michael cf. Jub. i. 29; Apoc. Mos. (ed. 

Tischendorf, p. 1); Jellinek, Bel lta-Mi'drasclt, vi. 7S; Jalk. Chad., f, 120. Later, about the time of Christ, Moses 
was regarded as mediator, Ass. Mos. i. 14, iii. 12. 

stand up. er. Dan. xii. I, 
against the kingdom of the enemy b g (A) S1 : 'before t~e ki~gdom of G(?d' ad e f. 

4. repent a ; ' believe' /j(A) S'._ If all lsrae~ repent, redcmpt1C?!1 will come, Pes1kt. 163b, &c. See my Comm., p. 132. 
5. angel of peace. er. T. A. v1. 6; T. B. v1. I; 1 En. xi. 8, In. S· See T. L. v. 6 (note). 

strengthen: 'convert and strengthen • c. 
that it fall not, &c. Cf. T. L. v. 6. .. . , . . . 

6. Two corrections have been made: i. 'not' restored before 'depart '; 11. ' will go over to ( = itn' mtrans1t1ve) 
emended to 'will transfonn them into' = 1D11' (transitive). 

doeth: 'seeketh' c. 
7. Gentiles+ 'Saviour' (JS'. 

8. all : > ''· · · · b J . h C' T J d . 
9, that the Saviour , . . receive you. A Christian addmon. The rest may e cw1s . ,. . u • xx1v. 1. 
10. the righteousness of + 'the law of' fl S1

• 

and your race > b. , 
1 

.. 

VII. 1. old age; •sleep • c. See T. Z. x. 6. For 'eternal sleep fl AS , cf. T. lss. v11. 9. 
3. A later addition. 

their God a S1 : 'the Jaw of their God' b d A. 
ttheir seed t .. : • and so it came to pass ' fl. 

TITLE a : + ' concerning natural goodness' b d e f A• f. 
I 1• hundred and thirtieth h ae f AS': •hundredth' cg; 'hundred and thirty-second' b d. Cf. T. R. i. 1 

J11~ :uviii, 11-24 (note in large edition). 
:z. while • • • health > a. 

and wine >a, 
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THE TESTAMENTS OF TBE TWELVE PATRIARCHS 

,4 he was awake in the morning, he said to them, I am dying; an
1
d they believed hil?' not. And as he 

5 glorified the Lord, he grew strong and said that after yesterdays feast he should die. And he began 
6 then to say: Hear, my children, ye sons of Naphtali, hear the words of your father. I was born from 

Bilhah, r and1 because Rachel dealt craftily, and gave Bilhah in place of herself to Jacob, and she 
7 conceived and bare me upon Rachel's knees, rtherefore she called my name _Naphtali. For Rachel 

loved me very much because I was born upon her lap 1 
; and when I was stall young she was wont 

8 to kiss me, and say : May I have a brother of thine from mine own womb, like unto thee. Whence 
9 also Joseph was like unto me rin all things 1, according to the prayers of Rachel. Now my mother 

was Hilhah, daughter of Rotheus the brother of Deborah, Rebecca's nurse, who was born on one and 
10 the self-same day with Rachel. And Rotheus was of the family of Abraham, a Chaldean, God-
11 fearing, free-born, and noble. And he was taken captive and was bought by Laban; and he gave 

him Euna his handmaid to wife, and she bore a daughter, and called her name Zilpah, after the name 
12 of the village in which he had been taken captive. And next she bore Bilhah, saying: My daughter 

hastens after what is new, for immediately that she was born she seized the breast and hastened to 
suck it. 

2 1 And I w~ swift ron my feet1 like the deer, and my father Jacob appointed me for all messages, 
2 and as a deer did he give me his blessing. For as the potter knoweth the vessel, how much it is to 

contain, and bringeth clay accordingly, so also doth the Lord make the body after the likeness of 
3 the spirit, and according to the capacity of the body doth He implant the spirit. And the one does 

not fall short of the other by a third part of a hair; for by weight, and measure, and rule was all the 
4 creation made. And as the potter knoweth the use of each vessel, what it is meet for, so also doth 

the Lord know the body, how far it will persist in goodness, and when it beginneth in evil. For 
5 there is no inclination or thought which the Lord knoweth not, for He created every man after His 

own image. 
a 

6 For as a man's strength, so also is his work; 
as his teye, so also is his sleep ; as his soul, so 
also is his word either in the law of the Lord or 
in the law of Bcliar. 

#-agA 
As a man's strength, so also is his work ; and 6 

as his mind, so also is his skill ; rand as his 
purpose, so also is his achievement ; and as his 
heart, so also is his mouth ;1 as his teye, so also 
is his sleep ; as his soul, so also is his word, either 
in the law of the Lord or in the works of Beliar. 

7 And as there is a division between light and darkness, between seeing and hearing, so also is there 
a division between man and man, and between woman and woman ; and it is not to be said that the 

8 one is like the other either in face or in mind. rFor 1 God made all things good in their order, the 
five senses in the head, and He joined on the neck to the head, adding to it the hair also for 
comeliness and glory, then the he~rt for understanding, the belly for excrement, and the stomach for 

4. grew strong a : ' affinned ' /j S1• 

that . , . he should die ~ S1 : 'after ... my body died' a. 
5. >S•. 
6. For the play on the words cf. Gen. xxx. 8. 

conceived and >~S1• 

7. Kay I have A: 'may 1 see' /j-g S1 : a is corrupt. 
prayers bd A: 'blessings' aaefS'. 

9-11. The aim is to show that Bilhah was of Semitic descent. Cf. e.g. Ps.-Jon. on Gen. xxix. 24 29. 
1 r. Zilpah, here a sister of Bilhah, as in Jub. xxviii. 9, and Ps.-Jon., &:c. ' 
12. Bilhab ... hastens, i.e. :,~:,~ :,:,~:::i. 

for . ,, to suck it >aadg. 

II. 1. as a deer . .. blessing. See Gen. xlix. 21. 
2. accordingly h ae f: 'unto it' c d. 
3. was all the creation made a: 'was every creature of the Most High' b A: 'was every creature exalted• def. 

For the weighing and measuring of all, cf. Job xxviii. 25; Isa. xi. 12; 1 En. xliii. 2; 4 Ezra iv. 36; also Wisd. xi. ao; 
Pss. Sol. v. 6. · 

4. beginneth b d A : ' cometh ' a e f. 
5. inclination, ,rAavµa = ""t· See T. A. i. 3 (note). 

created •.. after His own image.. Cf. ~ir. ~vii. 3. Earliest quotation (with Sirach) of Gen. i. 26, 27. 
6. as his +eye, so also is bis llleep. Something 1s wrong. Perhaps for' eye' read 'maw' as in Berach 6ih 
8. the five senses. See T. R. ii. 3-iii. I (note). ' • · 

an~ Hej~lned •.· . ,head >!S1
• Compare.the list~.?f man's powers and faculties in(I) Berach. 61", (2) and 

(3) Othaoth of R. Aluba (ed. Jellinek, Btt l,a-Midrasdi, m. 42, 43), (4) Hebrew T. Napb. x. 6, least akin to our texL 
heart for understanding, in (r) (2) (3) and practically (4). 
belly for c:iu:rcmcnt, in (2). I read a,ax•P'l"u, for 3&eitcpuna,. Perles neatly suggests that the Heb. was ir,D~ = 

'for excrement', which the translator took for=~~~= ds 3ui(puna,. Yv: 
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THE TESTAMENT OF NAPHTALI 1. 4-5. 1 

(grinding), the windpipe for taking in (the breath), the liver for wrath the gall for bitterness the 
~pleen fo~ laughter, the reins rror prudence, t~e m~scles of ~he loins 1 for power, the lungs for dra~ing 

9 m, the loms for strength, and so forth. So then , my children, let all your works be done in order 
10 with good intent in the fear of God, and do nothing disorderly in scorn or out of its due season. For 

if thou bid the eye to hear, it cannot ; so neither while ye are in darkness can ye do the works of 
light. 

3 • Be ye, therefore, not eager to corrupt your doings through covetousness or with vain words to 
beguile your souls ; because if ye keep silence in purity of heart, ye shall understand how to hold 

z fast the will of God, and to cast away the will of Beliar. Sun and moon and stars change not their 
3 order; so do ye also change not the law of God in the disorderliness of your doings. The Gentiles 

went ast ray, and forsook the Lord, and changed their order, and obeyed stocks and stones, spirits of 
4 deceit. But ye shall not be so, my children, recognizing in the firmament, in the earth, and in the 

sea, and in all created things, the Lord who made all things, that ye become not as Sodom, which 
5 changed the order of nature. In like manner the Watchers also changed the order of their nature, 

whom the Lord cursed at the flood, on whose account He made the earth without inhabitants and 
fruitless. 

4 1 These things I say unto you, my children, for I have read in the writing of Enoch that ye your­
selves also shall depart from the Lord, walking according to a ll the lawlessness of the Gentiles, and 

2 ye shall do according to all the wickedness of Sodom. And the Lord shall bring captivity upon 
you, and rthere 1 shall ye serve your enemies, and ye shall be bowed down with every affiiction and 

3 tribulation, until the Lord have consumed you all. And after ye have become minished and made 
few, ye shall return and acknowledge the Lord your God; and He shall bring you back into your 

4 land, according to His abundant mercy. And it shall be, that after that they come into the land of 
5 their fathers, they shall again forget the Lord and become ungodly. And the Lord shall scatter 

them upon the face of all the earth, until the compassion of the Lord shall come, a man working 
righteousness and working mercy unto all them that are afar off, and to them that are near. 

5 1 For in the fortieth year of my life, I saw a vision on the Mount of Olives, on the east of Jerusalem, 

stomach for (grinding) ('grindini,:' ~upplied from (2J) = (1) (2) (3). . 
windpipe for taking in (te.xt, ='reed for health', corrupt) = (2) (3). Cf. (1) (4), 'sending out.' 
liver for wrath (1) (2) (3) (4). Cf. T. R. iii. 4. 
gall for bitterness > (2) (4): (1) (3) 'the gall sprinkles on it a drop and quiets it.' 
spleen for laughter (1) (2) (3) (4l. . ... , , . , . 
rema for prudence (rra"o"P'Y'"• as Prov. 1. 4, vm. S, LXX): rems for counsel (2). Cf. (1) (3) (4). ( t ) and (2) 

tell us that the reins giv.e both good and bad counsel. Cf. Eccles. x. 2. 
muscles of the loins for power. No parallel ; a dittograp_hy. 
lungs for drawing in (2). Cf. (1) (3) (4). Rut our text 1s corrupt. ,r}..fvpcu, ,ir 1'0 1<a8EiJau11 a: ,r>..rvpa11 rir 

8111D1• /3-g S1• Read 1r>.ruµo11a, ::ntt~ ntt•"'I. 
loins for strength. Cf. Deut. xxxiii. 11. 

9. while in darkness • • . light. Cf. John iii. 9. 
work• of light. Cf. Eph. v. 9, 'fruits of light.' 

Ill. 1. with vain words to beiruile. Cf. Eph. v. 6. 
Bellar ad : ' the devil' {!J-d A a'b, ... 

2. Cf. Sir, xvi. 26-8, ldiii. 6 ff. ; I En. ii. I ; Pss. Sol. xviii. 11-I 4· 
change fJ S1 : ' hide ' a : ' hinder • A. . . . 
atones a + • having followed after' fj A S1, a regards the stocks and stones as spmts of deceit. . • • • . t 88 Sodom, Cf. iv. 1 ; T. B. ix. 1 ; Jude 7 ; 2 Pet. ii. 6. Jude 6 speaks of the angels who kept not T•/11 EavTGOII 111',C'I"· 

5. the Watchers. Cf. I En. vi ff. .. . 
without inhabitants. I En. ix. 2 (not Gk.), lxvn. 2, lxxxw. S· 

JV. A first-century s.c. passage like Zeb. ix. The reference .to Enoch and v. 4 _sup!)!>rt this v!ew. 
1 I have read b d g A 51: • I have known' a a e f. So a did not at first mention Enoch. See T. L. x. 5 (note), 
2° there. Cf. T, Dan. v, 8: > d A S1

• 

'be bowed down A : • be covered ' b g S : ' dwell ' a ad e f. . . 
affliction and tribulation. Cf. T. Z. ix. 6; T. D. v. 8; Ps. cvn. 39· 

3. become minished and > a, . • . 
bring you back. Cf. 2 Chron. v1. 25; T. Z. 1x. 7. . . 
ft-a .. forget. Cf. T. z. ix. 9. Renewed apostasy under Seleuc1ds _or l:1ter.Macca~es .•. 

4' -th- assion of the Lord : ' the Lord' A ab ( + ' with compassion Ab O d), Cf. T. Z. 1x. 7, 
5. e comp h u . h 1\1 b a man working righteousness, t e .,,ess1a , not a acca ee. 

afar off. Isa. lvii. 19. 
V-VII. The hatred of Joseph_ here. r~flects ~ewish hatre1 of S~~aria. 
v. 1-5. This vision is hardly mtelhg1ble. Cf. Heb. T. Naph. 11. 

1. avislon >fJAS1
• 
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THE TESTAMENTS OF THE TWELVE PATRIARCHS 

z that the sun and the moon were standing still. And behold Isaac, the father of my father, said to 
us; Run and lay hold of them, each one according to his strength; ran~ t<? him that seizeth them 

:l will the sun and moon belong. 1 And we all of us ran together, and Levi laid hold of the sun, and 
· Judah outstripped the others and seized the moon, and they were both of them lifted up with them. 
4 And when Levi became as a sun, r101 , a certain young man gave to him twelve branches of palm; 
5 and Judah was bright as the moon, and under their feet were twelve ra>".s. (And the two, Levi and 
6 Judah, ran, and laid hold of them.] And lo, a bull upon the earth, with two great horns, and an 
i eagle's wings upon its back; and we wished to seize him, but could not. But Joseph came, and 
8 seized him, and ascended up with him on high. And I saw, for I was there, and behold a holy 

writing appeared to us, saying : Assyrians, Medes, Persians, (Chaldeans,] Syrians, shall possess in 
captivity the twelve tribes of Israel. 

6 1 And again, after seven days, I saw our father Jacob standing by the sea of Jamnia, and we were 
z with him. And behold, there came a ship sailing by, without sailors or pilot ; and there was written 
3 upon the ship, The Ship of Jacob. And our father said to us: Come, let us embark on our ship. 
4 And when he had gone on board, there arose a vehement storm, and a mighty tempest of wind ; and 
5 our father, who was holding the helm, departed from us. And we, being tost with the tempest, were 

borne along over the sea ; and the ship was filled with water, (and was) pounded by mighty waves, 
6 unW it was broken up. And Joseph fled away upon a little boat, rand we were all divided upon nine 
7 planks 1, and Levi and Judah were together. And we were all scattered unto the ends of the earth. 

8. 9 Then Levi, girt about with sackcloth, prayed for us all unto the Lord. And when the storm ceased, 
the ship reached the land r as it were 1 in peace. And, lo, our father came, and we all rejoiced with 
one accord. 

7 1 These two dreams I told to my father ; and he said to me : These things must be fulfilled in their 
season, after that Israel hath endured many things. 

2 Then my father saith unto me : I believe God that Joseph liveth, for I see r always 1 that the Lord 
numbereth him with you. 

3 And be said, weeping: Ah me, my son J oseph, thou livest, though I behold thee not, and thou 
seest not Jacob that begat thee. 

4 He caused me also, therefore, to weep by these words, and I burned in my heart to declare that 
r Joseph 1 had been sold, but I feared my brethren. 

8 1 And lo! my children, I have shown unto you the last times, how everything shall come to pass in 
:i Israel. Do ye also, rtherefore1

, charge your children that they be united to Levi and to Judah; 
For through them shall salvation arise unto Israel, 
And in them shalJ Jacob be blessed. 

2-3. Cf. Heb. T. Naph. ii. 2-4, which adds ' nine stars•. Cf. Gen. xxxvii. 9. 
4. This obscure verse is given differently in Heb. T. Naph. ii. 4-6. 
5. Dittography of 3• bo, {JA S 1 read' ran to each other and laid hold of each other'. 
6-8. ln the_ Heb. T· .~apb. Josep~ bolds aloof (ii), but finally (iii) ~ounts a great bull and ridt>s for four hours (the 

400 years until the d1V1.s1on of the _kingdoms). In the end a storm disperses the tribes (the captivity}. Our text in 
7'. 8 goes on to the Synan (Seleuod) rule. 

6. a bull, &c. Cf. Deut. xxxiii. 17. 
eagle's wings: like a stork's, according to Heb. T. Napb. iii. 1. 

7. came and seized a : ' got ahead and took ' (:i 
8. for I was there a /3-d S1

: ' for we were (' that be was• A) in paradise ' d A. 
Persians + 'Elamites, Gelacbians ' (' Cbelkaeans • a e f) fJ, 
(Chaldeans]. In the wrong order. It should be before • Medes •. 

VI. I. days a: 'months' fJA•b51, 

:J· sailing by + ' full of salt fish ' fJ A ... D•m~ ec,c, a corrupt dittography in Heb. of D•n,c ec,~ - • without sailors'. 
4. departed a ,S...b g S1

: 'Bew away' b g A: 'was hidden' Heb. T. Naph. vi. 1 • 

• S, pounded , • , waves ,S...d f A S1
: 'borne along ' a : 'and the wa\'es of the sea smote it to the rock ' Heb. T. Napb. v. 5. 

unt il : text has • so that '. 
6. Joseph - Samaria. 

nine a : • ten ' fJ 51, 
7. of the earth> fj-d s1. 
8. for us all > a : 1 for us • A. 

VII. 1. The repeated dream showed the matter was established, Gen. xii 32 • Heb T Naph. vii 1 5 
3, Ah me> fJ A S1• ' • • • , , 

4. me : ' us ' fJ A S1• 
Joseph > /j A 51. 

vm. 2, united to Levi and to ! udah. ,er. Heb. T. Napb. i. 8: C_£ T. D. V, IO (note). 
t~~ugh them ... ~ them. text - through Judah , , . 1n him•. But salvation comes through Levi and Judah Jointly. See T. R. v1. 5-12 (note). 
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THE TESTAMENT OF NAPHTALI 5. 2-9. 3 

3 For through their tribes shaJl God appear [ dwelling among men] on earth 
To~~~~h~ ' 
And to gather together the righteous from amongst the Gentiles. 

• If ye work that which is good, my children, 
rBoth 1 men and angels shall bless you ; 
And God sh~II be glorified among the Gentiles through you, 
And the devil shall flee from you, 
r And the wild beasts shall fear you 1, 

And the Lord shall love you, 
( And the angels shall cleave to you]. 

5 As a man who has trained a child well is kept in kindly remembrance · 
So also for a good work there is a good remembrance before God. ' 

6 But him that doeth not that which is good, 
rBoth 1 angels and men shall curse, 
And God shall be dishonoured among the Gentiles through him, 
And the devi! shall make him as his own peculiar instrument, 
And every wtld beast shall master him, 
And the Lord shall hate him. 

7 For the commandments of the law are twofold, 
r And1 through prudence must they be fulfilled. 

8 For there is a season for a man to embrace his wife, 
And a season to abstain therefrom for his prayer. 

9 So, then, there are two commandments ; and, unless they be done in due order, they bring r very 
10 P.reat1 sin rupon men 1. So also is it with the other commandments. Be ye therefore wise in God, 

my children 1, and prudent, understanding the order of His commandments, and the laws of every 
word, that the Lord may love you. 

9 1 And when he had charged them with many such words, he exhorted them that they should 
2 remove his bones to Hebron, and that they should bury him with his fathers. And when he had 
3 eaten and drunken with a merry heart, he covered his face and died. And his sons did according to 

all that Naphtali their father had commanded them. 

THE TESTAMENT OF GAD, THE NINTH SON OF JACOB AND ZILPAH. 

1 r The copy of the testament of Gad, what things he spake unto his sons, in the hundred and twenty­
ll fifth year of his life, saying unto them : rHearken, my children "J, I was the ninth son born to Jacob, 
3 and I was valiant in keeping the flocks. Accordingly I guarded rat night "1 the flock ; and whenever 

the lion came, r or the wolfl, or any wild beast against the fold, I pursued it, and r overtaking (it)"' 
+ I seized its foot with my hand and hurled it about a stone's throw, and so killed it. Now Joseph 

r my brother "1 was feeding the flock with us for upwards of thirty days, and being young, he fell sick 

3. their tribes: text = 'his tribe', a Christian alteration. 
God appear. Cf. T. S. vi. 4; T. Z. ix. 8. 
[dwelling among men]: a Christian interpolation? 
the righteous from amongst the Gentiles, or 'the righteous of the Gentiles ', i. e. conversion of the Gentiles. 

Cf. 1 En. x. 21, xc. 9-16, 18, 30. See T. B. ix. 2 (note). 
4-6. Verses 4 and 6 are antithetic, so bracket 41r, 
4. Both> aA. 

devil ... flee: James iv. 7. 
And the Lord shall love you: e g Ab• ad e f S : > a ab d f. But cf. 6', while 41r looks like a dittography in 

the Hebrew. 
6, And God • • . through him > a. 
8. Cf. Ecdca. iii. 5 and I Cor. vii. s-• a season ••• unto prayer'. 
9. there are two commandments: 'the two (commandments) of God are' a e f. 

very • . . men a : ' sin ' fJ A S1• 

TITLE a: +' concerning hatred' /J-a d (A) S. 
I. 1. handred and twenty-fifth. So Midrash Tadshe; Shemoth rab. i. S ; Jashar (ii. 1246). 
3. Cf. Judah's feats, T. Jud. ii. 

AccorcliDgly a : > fj S. 
came +' or leopard or bear' beg A S1• 

or any wild beast > a. , . • , 
1 overtaking . . . seized a : seu1ng fJ A S • . . , 

hurled ••. throw a: 'whirling it round I stunned it, and having hurled 1t over two furlongs 'J-d S1
• For 

Gad's strength cf. Ber. rabba xcv. 4, 
4. young a S1 : ' delicate ' fJ A. 
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Tl IE TESTAMENTS OF TIIE TWELVE PATRIARCHS 

r by n.;,L:-.on of the heat. And he returned lo Hebron to our father, who made him lie down near him, 
;, because he IO\·ed him greatly. And Joseph told our father that the sons of rzilpah and1 Bilhah 

were slaying the best I of the flock 1 and eating them against the judgement of Reuben and Judah. 
7 For he saw that I had delivered a lamb out of the mouth of a bear, and put the bear to death ; but 
8 had slain the lamb, being grieved concerning it that it could not live, and that we had ea~e!1 it. And 
9 regarding this matter I was wroth with J o:-.eph r until the day that he was sold. And ~he sl?mt of hatred 

was in me 1. and I wished not either to hear of Joseph with the cars, or see him with the eyes, 
because he rebuked us to our faces 'saying, that we were eating of the flock without Judah. For 
whatsoever things he told om father, he believed him. 

2 1 I confess now my sin. my children, that oftentimes I wished to kill him, because I hated him from 
2 my heart. Moreover, I hated him yet more for his dreams ; and I wished to lick him out of the land 

of the living, even as an ox licketh up the grass of the field. 
a PAS1 

3 And Judah sold him secretly to the Ishmael­
ites. 

Therefore I and Simeon sold him to the lsh- 3 
maelitcs [ for thirty pieces of gold, and ten of them 
we hid, and showed the twenty to our brethren]. 

And thus through covetousness we were bent 4 
on slaying him. 

5 Thus the God of our fathers delivered him And the God of my fathers delivered him from 5 
from our hands, that we .should not work great my hands, that I should not work lawlessness in 
lawlessness in Israel. Israel. 

3 1 And now, my children, hearken to the words of truth to work righteousness, and all the law of the 
Most High, and go not astray through the spirit of hatred, for it is evil in all the doings of 

2 men. Whatsoever a man docth the hater abominateth him : and though a man worketh the law of 
the Lord, he praiseth him not ; though a man feareth the Lord, and taketh pleasure in that which is 

3 righteous, he loveth him not. He dispraiseth the truth, he envieth him that pros~reth, he welcometh 
evil-speaking, he lovcth arrogance, for hatred blindeth his soul ; as I talso rthen lookedt on Joseph. 

4 1 Beware, therefore, my children of hatred; for it worketh lawlessness r even, against the Lord Him-
2 self. For it will not hear rthc words ofl His commandments concerning the loving of one's neigh-
3 bour, r and1 it sinneth against God. rFor if a brother stumble 1, it detighteth immediately to proclaim 

it to all men, and is urgent that he should be judged for it, and be punished and be put to death. 
4 And if it be a servant it stirreth him up against his ma~ter, and with every affliction it deviseth against 
shim, if possibly he can be put to death. For hatred worketh with envy also against them that 

prosper : so long as it heareth of or seeth their success, it always languisheth. 
6 For as love would quicken r even 1 the dead, and would call back them that are condemned to 

die, so hatred would slay the living, and those that had sinned venially it would not suffer to live. 
7 For ~he spirit of hatred.~orketh together with Satan,. through hastiness ?f spirit, in all things to 

mens death ; but the spmt of love worketh together with the law of God m long-suffering unto the 
salvation of men . 

. ~- l's.-Jon. on Gen. xxxvi1. 2 says Joseph reported that Zilpah and llilhab's sons were eating flesh cut from the 
hvmg animal. 

7. eaten it ~ 'and he told our ('his• A Ii) father• b A Ii, 
9. to hear. A only. 

JI. 1. from my heart a A: i"'s 1/,vxijs ('j-g S1, 

:i. Cf. T. D. I, 7. 
to lick. Cf. Num. xxii. 4 and T. D. i. 8: 'to blot out• d A(? a g). 

3-5 . . IJ A 5
1 

show Christian influ~ce, e.g. the thirty pieces. Gen. xxxvii. 28 gives ' twenty pieces of silver•, 
3. Simeon fj-b As•. Cf. T. Z. 111. 2 and T. 5. iv. 2. 'Judah' ab 51• Cf. T. S. ii. 9; Gen. xxxvii. 26. 

of gold : LXX of Gen. alone. 
4. we were /J-b g S1 : ' I was' b g A. 
5. delivered. Cf. T. S. ii. 8. 

111. 2 . , Whatsoever a man d~th . . . him f1 f g S: ' Whatsoever the bater doetb ii. abominable' a A. 
3. env1eth. Contrast I Cor. xm. 4. 

prospereth, or ' doeth right '. 
I talso looked ont. Read perhaps '1t blinded me also in regard to•, 

IV. 3. For , , . stumble fj S. Cf. Gal. vi. 1. > a A. 
delighteth f1 A S1 : ' bastenetb' a. 

4. stirreth . , . up against a~ 51 : 'slandereth ' A. 
it deviseth against b S1 

: 'it rejoicetb over' a /3-b. Perhaps omit ' with • before 'every affliction • 
S· al1K> _against, o~ •. and :With regard to' ; co~necting with following words. • 
7, hastiness ofspmt. Cf. LXX on Exod. v,. 9; Pss. Sol. xvi. 11. 
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THE TESTAMENT OF GAD 1. 5- H. 4 

6 1 
1 
Hatred, therefore, is eviP, for it constantly mateth with lying, speaking against the truth · and it 

maketh small things to be great, and causeth the light to be darkness, and calleth the sweet 
bitter, and teacheth slander, and rkindleth 1 wrath, and r stirreth 1 up war, and violence and all covet-

2 ousness; it filleth the heart with evils and devilish poison. These things, r therefore 1, I say to you 
from experience, my children, that ye may drive forth hatred, which is of the devil, and cleave to 

3 the love of God. Righteousness casteth out hatred, humility destroyeth envy. For he that is just 
and humble is ashamed to do what is unjust, fbeing reproved not of another 1, but of his own heart, 

4 because the Lord looketh on his inclination. He speaketh not against a holy man, because the fear 
5 of God overcometh hatred. For fearing lest he should offend the Lord, he will not do wrong to any 

6, 7 man, even in thought. These things I learnt at last, after I had repented concerning Joseph. For 
true repentance after a godly sort [ destroyeth ignorance, and] driveth away the darkness, and 

8 enlighteneth the eyes, and giveth knowledge to the soul, and leadeth the mind to salvation. And 
9 those things which it hath not learnt from man, it knoweth through repentance. For God brought 

upon me a disease of the liver ; and had not the prayers of Jacob my father succoured me, it had 
10 hardly failed but my spirit had departed. For by what things a man transgresseth, by the same also 
11 is he punished. Since, rtherefore1, my liver was set mercilessly against Joseph, in my liver too 

I suffered mercilessly, and was judged for eleven months, for so long a time as I had been angry 
against Joseph. 

8 1 And now, my children, r1 exhort you 1, love ye each one his brother, and put away hatred from 
2 your heart,;, love one another in deed, and in word, and in the inclination of the soul. For in the 

presence of my father I spake peaceably to Joseph ; and when I had gone out, the spirit of hatred 
darkened my mind, and stirred up my soul to slay him. . 

" PAS1 

3 Love ye one another from the heart ; and if Love ye, therefore, one another from the heart ; 3 
and if a man sin against thee, cast forth the 
poison of hate and speak peaceably to him, and 
in thy soul hold not guile ; and if he confess and 
repent, forgive him. 

4 

a man sin against thee, speak peaceably to him, 
and in thy soul hold not guile ; and if he repent 
and confess, forgive him. 

But if he deny it, do not get into a passion with him, lest catching the poison from thee he take 

V. 1. mateth with lying. Cf. Sir. xx. 25. 
camieth . .. darkness. Cf. Isa. v. 20. 

kinclleth : 'disturbeth' a: > {JAS1• 

stirretb up> fJA s1• 

2. God ci d A : ' the Lord ' h fJ-d S. 
3. envy ag Ab•: 'hatred' abeA a bo.iors. 

the Lorcl looketh on. Cf. 1 Sam. xvi. 7. 
hia inclination 8-d A s• : ' his soul ' a. 

4. God C {J-b e: • Most High ' b A S1
• • . • . 

overcometh hatred fJ A S1 : ' dwelleth in him' a, by corruption m the Hebrew original. 
5. wrong ... even in thought. Cf. T. Jos. ix. 2; Matt. v. 21, 27. •• • . 

7• repentance after a goclly eort •• • aalvation. Cf. 2 Cor. vu. 10; Sir. 1v. 22. Bracketed words are a 

gloss : > A. · h . h h h h s. So fl-a f s1. • and it bath not learnt this from man, but 1t knoweth ow to receive t osc w o return t roug 
repentance• a. • For ' it • . • repe~tance • A reads ' repentance knoweth '. 

9. Cf. T . R. 1. 7, 1v. 4; T . Jud. lCJX. 2. 
of Jacob >a. . 
succoared me, iflo~8,,ua11 /UH, 11 A : > fj-a S : l¢8-u_11 a. Cf. 1:· J_ud. _iux. 2 (note). 

10. Ct Jub. iv. 31, J2· For the popularity of the doctnnt> of retahauon an the second century B.C. cf. 2 Mace. v. 10, 
xv. 32, 3,3. Cf. Col. iii. 25. W S f . 

alllo >a. · 
11. eleven months f:J A S : ' ten periods ' a. 

Jouph +' until he was sold' /3 A S. 
VI 1 in the inclination of the soul. Cf. l Chron. xxix. 18. . . 

• A. · assage 1·n ancient literature on the subiect of fowiveness. It shows remarkable insight, and the 3-7. unique p .. , · ?.. F . . ..rect h ga· o diet" and thought are closely parallel to Luke xvu. 3; Matt. xvm. 15. org1veness 1s peni w en we m ur 
off'e~diDg brother, and restore him to communion with ourselves. But we can at least cast out our own anger, 
even if he is not reconciled. cf. L · 

l• if a IIUUl atn. Cf. MatL :1:viii. 1 s ; Luke xvii. 3. On the duty of rebuke, . ev. xix. 17. 

tbe poison /3 A S1• Cf. v. 4. . 
peaceably • . • not guile. Contrast Jer. 1x. 7. 
if be repent, forgive. Cf. Luke xvii. 3. . . b h 

4- catcbbli, the poison from thee, in text follows ' intent' in 7,. S, 1. e. was separated from its context y t e 
interpolation, v. S· 
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.i lo swt.:.iring and so thou sin doubly. [Let not another man hear thy secrets when engaged in legal 
:,lrife, lest he come to bate thee and become thy enemy, and commit a great sin against thee; for 

6 ofttimes he addresseth thee guilefully or busieth himself about thee with wicked intent.] And 
though he deny it and yet have a sense of shame when reproved, give over reproving him. For he 
who denieth may repent so as not again to wrong thee ; yea, he may also honour thee, and [fear 

i and] be at peace with thee. And if he be shameless and persist in his wrong-doing, even so 
forgive him from the heart, and leave rto God the avenging. 

7 • If a man prospereth more than you, do not be vexed, but pray also for him 1, that he may have 
2 perfect prosperity. For so it is expedient for you. And if he be further exalted, be not envious r of 

him 1, remembering that all flesh shall die; and offer praise to God, who giveth things good and 
3 profitable to all men. Seek out the judgements of the Lord, and thy mind will rest and be at peace. 
4 And though a man become rich by evil means, even as Esau, the brother of my father, be not jeal­
fi ous; rbut1 wait for the end of the Lord. For if he taketh away (from a man) wealth gotten by evil 
6 means He forgiveth him if he repent, but the unrepentant is reserved for eternal punishment. For 

the poor man, if free from envy he pleaseth the Lord in all things, is blessed beyond all men, because 
7 he hath not the travail of vain men. Put away, therefore, jealousy from your souls, and love one 

another with uprightness of heart. 
8 1 Do ye also therefore tell these things to your children, that they honour t]udah and Levit, for from 

2 them shall the Lord raise up salvation to Israel. [For I know that at the last your children shall 
depart from Him, and shall walk in all wickedness, and affliction and corruption before the Lord.] 

3 And when he had rested for a little while, he said again ; My children, obey your father, and bury 
4, 5 me near to my fathers. And he drew up his feet, and fell asleep in peace. And after five years 

they carried him up to Hebron, and laid him with his fathers. 

THE TESTAMENT OF ASHER, THE TENTH SON m• jACOll ANlJ ZILPAH. 

l I The copy of the Testament of Asher, what things he spake to his sons in the hundred and 
:a twenty-fifth year of his life rFor1 while be was still in health, he said to them: Hearken, ye chil­

dren of Asher, to your father, and I will declare to you all that is upright in the sight of the Lord. 
5. Ct. Prov. xxv. 8- 10; Sir. xix. 8-<). 

addresaeth a bf g : 'slayeth ' de A S. 
6. reproving a: 'bringing forth' ,9 (S1). 

repent. C£ T. B. v. 4. 
so as not . .. wrong: 'of having wronged' a. 
yea ... at peace: 'and he may [fear and) be at peace' o. 
[fear and]. 'fear'-= i"!M' a corrupt dittograph of .,,n, - •honour'. 

7. leave to God the avenging. Cf. Rom. xii. 19. A is here defective. 
leave, lit. 'give '. 

VII. 1-7. High ethical teaching like vi. 3- 7. We must banish envy, when a rival prospers. 
1. have perfect proaperity : • be ped'ected' a f. 
3. rest. emended: 'shine' a: 'not (>bf) leave• fj-a. 
5. wealth A : 'them' other texts, corruptly. 

wealth gotten by evil means. Cf. Prov. xiii. 11 ( Peshiuo, Targum, and LXX). 
is reserved a (A): • he reserveth' b def g S1• 

for eternal puniahment d A : • for ever the punishment ' ab e f g, which requires 'for the unrepentant 
as in bdefgS1• 

6. the poor man if free a: ' the man who is poor and free' /j-a A S1• 
pleaaeth a: 'giveth thanks to' {3-a A S1• 

bleuect = "I~ : texts have 'rich ' ... "1Z']1. Cf. Pirqe Aboth iv. 3. 
travail of vain men, a: 'evil travail of men' ,SAS1• Cf. Eccles. i. 13, iv. 8, v. 13. 

7, jealousy: 'hatred' text. 
uprightnesa. See T. Iss. iii. 1 (note). 

VIII. 1. tJudab and Levit. Read' Levi and Judah', See T. R. vi. 5-12 (note); T. D. v. 10; T. B. xi. 2. 
Lord raise up salvation ( + 'unto you' h 1) hi g A : 'Lord the Saviour arise unto you' ad e f: 'Lord raise 

up a Saviour' b S : ' Lord, salvation, arise unto us• c. 
2. First century B. c. addition. 

I know. Cf. T. Isa. vi. 1 ; T. A. vii. 2. 
at the Jut > a. 
before : ' from ' a. 

4· drew up bis feet a f:J : 'kissed his sons• A. 
S: five yeara. If Gad lived 125 yeara (i. 1), and was born 2131 A. M, (Jub. :aviii. 20), he died in 22.56, and was 

buned 2261 A. M •• Bu! Benjamin .wal! buried in the 91st year after Israel went down into Egypt (T. B. xii. 3) in 2172 
A. M. (Jub. :xiv. 1), 1. e. tn 2263, which 1s also the date of the war between Egypt and Canaan Uub. xlvi.9; T. S. viii. 2 • 
T. B. xii. 3). Ia b then right, in T. G. i. 1, in reading 127 years? ' 

TITLE a: + ' concerning the two faces of vice ('duplicity• A) and virtue ' b d e f A s '· 
I. 2. upright. a play in Hebrew on "11:i' and "!llltc. 
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THE TESTAMENT OF ASHER 1. 1-2. 8 

3 Two ways hath God given to the sons of men, and two inclinations, rand two kinds of action and 
4 two modes (of action)1, and rtwo1 issues. Therefore all things are by twos, one over against the 
5 other. rFor1 there are two ways of good and evil, and twith these are the two inclinations in our 
6 breasts discriminating themt. Therefore if the soul take pleasure in the good (inclination) all its 
7 actions are in righteousness; and if it sin it straightway repenteth. For, having its thoughts set 

upon righteousness, and casting away wickedness, it straightway overthroweth the evil, and uprooteth 
8 the sin. But if it incline to the evil inclination, all its actions are in wickedness, and it driveth 

away the good, and cleaveth to the evil, and is ruled by Reliar; even though it work what is good, 
9 he perverteth it to evil. For whenever it beginneth to do good, he forceth the issue of the action 

2 
into evil for him, seeing that the treasure of the inclination is filled with an evil spirit. 

• A person then may with words help the good for the sake of the evil, yet the issue of the action 
2 lcadeth to mischief. There is a man who showeth no compassion upon him who serveth his turn in 
3 evil ; and this thing hath two aspects, but the whole is evil. And there is a man that loveth him 

that worketh evil, because he would prefer r even 1 to die in evil for his sake ; and concerning this it 
is clear that it hath two aspects, but the whole is an evil work. 

« ~~ 
4 tThough indeed he have love, yet is he wicked Though indeed there is love, yet it is wicked 4 

who concealeth what is evil for the sake of the as it concealeth what is evil ; now this thing 
good namet, but the end of the action tendeth seemeth good in name, but the end of the action 
unto evil. tendeth unto evil. 

5 Another stealeth, doeth unjustly, plundereth, defraudeth, and withal pitieth the poor: this rtoo 1 

6 hath a twofold aspect, but the whole is evil. He who defraudeth his neighbour provoketh God, and 
sweareth falsely against the Most High, and yet pitieth the poor: the Lord who commandeth the 

7 law he setteth at nought and provoketh, and yet he refresheth the poor. He r defileth the soul, and1 

maketh gay the body ; he killeth many, and pitieth a few : this, too, hath a twofold aspect, but the 
8 whole is evil. Another committeth adultery and fornication, and abstaineth from meats, and when 

he fasteth he doeth evil, and by the power of his wealth overwhelmeth many ; and notwithstanding 

3. Two ways. Earliest occurrence ofthis phrase in Jewish literature. Cf, Jer. xxi. 8 and 2 En. xxx. 15 (my note). 
two inclinations. The oldest reference to the good y~. See my Commentary in loe., also my ed. 

2 Bar. 92-93. For the evil ye~ cf. Hebrew Sir. xv. 14, Sir. xxi. 11, xxvii. 5-6. The good impulse i:I free from Beliar's 
~wer (T. B. vi. 1), admits no evil desire (T. R. iv. 9), receives no glory from men (T. B. vi. 4). God knows 
(T, N. ii. 5) and tries it (T. Jos. ii. 6), rewards according to it (T. Jud. xiii. 8), The ye!Jer is blinded by fornication 
(T. Jud. xviii. 3), and the evil ~er blinds the mind (T. Jud. xi. 1). 

4. all things are by twos. ·er. v. I; Sir. xxxvi. 15, xiii. 24; Eccles. vii. 14-
5. '!'with these are . , . discriminating them'!', per~a_Ps a Hebraism for '.and these • _. • ~.iscriminate.' 
6, The right of choice belongs to the soul, as to the 'spmt of the understanding of the mind 1n T. Jud. xx. 1. 

in the good fJ A S1 
: 'to walk in goodness' a. 

all lta actions are: 'it does all its actions' a. 
7. The modes of the good yeser's action. 
8. If it incline to the evil· inclination : ' if the inclination incline to evil ' text. But the subject here should be 

'the soul' as in v. 6. So' its' (actions)= awi;r, not awov. 
cleaveth to ch: 'receiveth • f:J A S1

• 
ruled by Bellar. The evil tendency is identified with Satan in Baba Bathra 16•, and is a strange god, Shah· 

bath 105b. 
g. to do: 'as though to do' fJ A S1• 

into evil for him a: ' into evil doing • fJ-b A S1
• 

treasure of the inclination, a play on words, i.e. -,,r ,'lnM. Cf, Matt. xii. 35 ' evil man ••• evil treasure'. 
is fl1lecl with : ' is bom from ' g. . . of 'eked f h · · , A an evil spirit : • the poison of the evil spirit ' fJ-d g : ' evil poison the w1 ness o t e spmt , 

J l. 1. help. So I emend for various corrupt readings, ~· g. &!f"ITTOHTa, a. 
the iB8Ue • • • leadeth, or ' it (the soul) leadeth the issue . 

2. him . . . evil : ' those who serve his tum ' a. ) . . , 

3• worketh evil : + ' which thing is wickedness • a : + ' since he also (' likewise he ' beg is in wickedness 
bdefg AS1

• 

for his ll&ke > a A. 
4- A has 'Though they love, yet are they evil', &c. 

concealeth: read ' loveth ', unless a sentence has been lost before 4. 
6. the law > a. 
7. but the whole is evil c fJ-b A: > h b. . 
8. aclult.ery ... abstaineth from meats. Contrast T. Jos. 1x. 2. 

and fornication > h i. , 
the power of his wealth: 'his power and his wealth b d g A. 
notwitbatanding : texts read ' after' • 
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his excessive wickedness he doeth rt11e 1 commandments : this, too, hath a twofold aspect, but the 
9 whole is evil. Such men arc hares; clean,-like those that divide the hoof, but in very deed are 

10 unclean. For God in the tables of the commandments hath thus declared. 
3 1 But do not ye, my children, wear two faces like unto them, of goodness and of wickedness ; but 

2 cleave unto goodness only, for God hath his habitation therein, and men dP.sire it. But from wicked­
ness flee away, destroying the (evil) inclination by your good works; for they that are double-faced 
serve not God, but their own lusts, so that they may please Beliar and men like unto themselves. 

4 1 For good men. even they that arc of single face. though they be thought by them that are double-
2 faced to sin, are just before God. For many in killing the wicked do two works, of good and evil; 
J but the whole is good, because he hath uprooted and destroyed that which is evil. One man hateth 

the merciful and unjust man, and the man who committeth adultery and fasteth: this, too, hath a two­
fold aspect, but the r whole 1 work is good, because he followeth the Lord's example, in that he 

4 acccpteth not the seeming good as the genuine good. Another desireth not to see a good day with 
them that riot, lest he defile his body and pollute his soul : this, too, is double-faced, but the whole is 

5 good. For such men are like to stags and to hinds, because in the manner of wild animals they seem 
to be unclean, but they are altogether clean; because rthey walk 1 in zeal for the Lord and abstain 
from what God also hateth and forbiddeth by His commandments, warding off the evil from the 
good. 

5 1 Ye see, my children, how that there are two rin all things 1 , one against the other, and the one is 
hidden by the other: fin wealth {is hidden) covetousness, in conviviality drunkenness, in laughter 

2 grief, in wedlock profligacy 1• Death succeedeth to life, r dishonour to glory 1, night to day, and 
darkness to light ; [ and all things are under the day, just things under life, r unjust things under 

3 death 1 
;] wherefore also eternal life tawaiteth death. Nor may it be said that truth is a lie, nor 

4 right wrong ; for all truth is under the light , r even ac; all things are under God1. All these things, 
therefore, I proved in my life, and I wandered not from the truth of the Lord, and I searched out 
the commandments of the Most High, walking according to all my strength with singleness of face 
unto that which is good. 

6 1 • Ta~c heed, therefore, ye also, my children, to the commandments of the Lord, following the truth 
2 with smgleness of face. For they that are double-faced are guilty or a twofold sin ; rror they both 

do the evil thing and they have pleasure in them that do it 1, followi~ the example of the spirits of 
3 d~ceit, and striving against mankind. Do ye, rtherefore, my children, keep the law of the Lord, and 

give not heed unto evil as unto good ; but look unto the thing that is really good, and keep it in all 

9. are hares a S1
• CC. Lev. xi. 6; Deut. xiv. 7. • are like swine• b d g A (+' hares• b d g). 

dean like those that divide the hoof. Texts read &.,., IE ~'""~''" 1ea.8apol. H~ &n If ~puuw = C,il)D ,~ 
corrupt for D'O"'ll)t)!I. Cf. Ber. rab. :uii. 13. Cf. Perles. who, however, wrongly rejects ca8apol. 

10. tables of the commandments : 'heavenly tablets•~ A S1• Cf. T. L v. 4; T. A. vii. s ({:I As•). 
IJJ, I, God : 'Lord God' a, 

2. destrofin~ • •• by your good wor~a. Master the evil tendency by obedience to the law. Cf. Sir. xxi. u . 
the (evil) mdination. See notes on 1. 3-9, and cf. T. Jud. xi. 1. ' the devil•~ A S1• See Sir. xxi. 27. 
serve not God, but : • are not Gods, but serve • a. 

IV. 3. See ii. S, 8. 
this, too, bath a twofold aspect : ' he also is double-faced • ad g. 
accepteth : ' expecteth ' a. 
as ~ ,en~e ~. emended from ' with the genuine good • (' e\·il • ~) a A a b, 

4. Asceuc,am 1s bad m itself. 
a good day. Cf. Esther viii. 17: • good days' c: Pss. xxxiv. 12 (LXX). 

5. Seems corrupt. 
Lord a : 'God• ~A S1• 

what Goel • , , commandments h fj-g S1
: 'what God hateth' c : • what God also ordereth them through His 

commandments to hate • A. 
warding e f: ' and they ward• b d S1 

: ' and to ward' A : c a omit this and the following words : h g defective. 
V. 1. See i. 4 (note ). 

in wealth • • • covetousness > a. 
profligacy a : ' intemperance' a e 51 : > f. 

2. Brackets indicate intrusions. 
eternal life. Cf. Dan. xii. 1 ; 1 En. xxxvii. 4, xi. 9, &c. 
t awaiteth, we expect 'followeth on•. 

4. with aingleneaa .• • good > a. 

VJ. •· are guilty of a twofold eln: 'are chastened doubly' text. Cf. 1 Ea. v. g. 
for they both do •• • it > b g A. Rom. i. 22. Cf. T. A. ii. 3, iii. 2. 
followtng . , . striving : 'evil spirits hate ye which (' because they• d) strive• b d g A 
of deceit and striving a: 'of evil which stnve' a e f 51, • 
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THE TESTAMENT OF ASHER 2. 9-8. 2 

4 commandments of the Lord, having your conversation therein, and resting therein. For the latter 
ends of men do show their righteousness (or unrighteousness), when they meet the angels of the 

5 Lord and of Satan. For when the soul departs troubled, it is tormented by the evil spirit which 
also it served in lusts and evil works. 

a 
6 But if he is peaceful with joy he meeteth the 

angel of peace, and he leadeth him into eternal 
life. 

~AS1 

But if peacefully r with joy\ he hath met the 6 
angel of peace, he tcomforteth him with life. 

7 1 Become not, my children, as Sodom, which sinned against the angels of the Lord, and perished for 
2 ever. For I know that ye shall sin, and be delivered into the hands of your enemies ; r and1 your 

land shall be made desolate, and your holy places destroyed, and ye shall be scattered unto the four 
3 corners of the earth. And ye shall be set at nought in the dispersion vanishing away as water. Until 

the Most High shall visit the earth, coming Himself r as man, with men eating and drinking l, and break­
ing the head of the dragon in the water. He shall save Israel and all the Gentiles [God speaking in 

4 the person of man]. [Therefore do rye also, my children 1. tell these things to your children, that they 
5 disobey Him not. For I have known that ye shall assuredly be disobedient, and assuredly act 

ungodly, not giving heed to the law of God, but to the commandments of men, being corrupted 
6 through wickedness. And therefore shall ye be scattered as Gad and Dan my brethren, and ye shall 
7 know not your lands, tribe, and tongue. But the Lord will gather you together in faith through His 

tender mercy, rand1 for the sake of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.]' 
8 1 And when he had said these things unto them, he commanded them, saying: Bury me in Hebron. 

2 And he fell asleep and died at a good old age. And his sons did as he had commanded them, and 
they carried him up to Hebron, and buried him with his fathers. 

4-6. A man's latter end reveals his true character. The idea that good or evil angels meet the soul at death as it 
leaves the body occurs here first iu Jewish literature. Cf. KethubothL104•, and see my Comm. 168, 169. 

4. when they meet = ,,.s,,,: text corrupt. • and are known to' = 7 ,v,,• n ( cf. T . A. vii. 1) : 'and they know' = ,v,• 
A. Cf. fJS1

• 

the angels: ' the law' A. 
Satan : ' Beliar ' a. 

5. troubled fJ A S1 : 'evil ' u. 
6. with joy> AS1• Possibly a corruption for 'departs', or else read with following words. 

meet.th: 'shall know' a: 'knew' fJ A S1• 

angel of peace. Cf. T. D. vi. 5. 
Jeadeth a. Cf. T. B. vi. 1. 
tcomforteth fJ A, corrupt for • leadeth '· Cf. 1 Sam. xxii. 4; Isa. !vii. 18. 

VII. 1. abmed against. The LXX uses 01111Hi11 to.tran~late De'N, 31~1 Ml~. (PC:rles.) . 
2. For like predictions see T. S. v. 3 ft'. ; T . L. x, xiv-xvi; T. Jud . .xxu1 ; T. Iss. v1. 1, 2 ; T. Z. tx. 6 ; T. D. v. 8; 

T. G. viii. 2. 
delivered ... enemies. Cf. T. Iss. vi: 2 ; T, Z. ix. 6. 
holy places destr~yecL Cf. T. L x. 3, &c. 
scattered: T. A. vu. 6; T. L. x. 4, &c. 
vanishing away as water. Text is ~r u3otp IIJCP11no11 = CN:INC) C'C:::I corrupt for c•oc> c~o:::i. Cf. T. Z. ix. 2. 

So Perles. . 
3. A Theophany followed by the destruction of the primeval foe, the dragon. Cf. Ps. Ixxiv. 13. 

breaking c : ' in peace breaking' h fJ A S1
• 

ingAofs: '~rough'a~. . . . . . .. . .. . 
all the Gentiles. For this u111versal1sm d . T. B. ix. 2 {note); Jer. 1v. 2, &c., Isa. 11. 2-4, &c., Ps. uu. 27-31, 

Jxv. 2. 
4-7. First century B. c. addition. Cf. T. G. viii. 2 . .. 
5. known : •read' b d g A+' in the heavenly tablets' fJ As•. Cf. 11. 10. 

clieobeclient c + 'unto him• hi fJ A S1
• 

ungodly + 'towards him• fJA S1
• 

being • , • wickednea >ab : ~~ing carried awar. by sheer wickedness ' deg. 
6. aa Gael and Dan. See T. G. vm. 2; T. D. v. 8, vu. 3. 

and ye a: 'who' fJ, 
7, the Lord fJ-eA S1 : 'He' ae. 

through + ' the hope of' fJ AS'. 

VIII I good old age: 'good sleep• text. See T, Z. x. 6 (note). . . 
2

, ~ Hebron > fJ A 51. At end + • Asher the tenth son of Jacob, the second son of Zilpah, and he hved 126 

years' fS1 (g). 
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THE TESTAMENTS OF THE TWELVE PATRIARCHS 

TIIE TESTAMENT OF JOSEPH, THE ELEVENTH SON 01-· JACOB AND RACHKL. 

l I The copy of the Testament of Joseph. When he was about to die he called his sons and his 
brethren together, and said to them :-

2 My brethren and my children, 
Hearken to Joseph the beloved of Israel; 
Give ear, my sons, unto your father. 

3 I have seen in my life envy and death, 
Yet I went not astray, rbut persevered1 in the truth of the Lord. 

4 These my brethren hated me, but the Lord loved me: 
They wished to slay me, but the God of my fathers guarded me: 
They let me down into a pit, and the Most High brought me up again. 

ii I was sold into slavery, and the Lord of all made me free : 
I was taken into captivity, and His strong hand succoured me. 
I was beset with hunger, and the Lord Himself nourished me. 

6 I was alone, and God comforted me : 
I was sick, and the Lord visited me: 
I was in prison, and my God showed favour unto me ; 
In bonds, and He released me ; 

7 Slandered, and He pleaded my cause; 
Bitterly spoken against by the Egyptians, and He delivered me ; 
Envied by my fellow-slaves, and He exalted me. 

2 1, 2 And this chief captain of Pharaoh entrusted to me his house. And I struggled against a shame­
less woman, urging me to transgress with her; but the God of Israel my father delivered me from 

3 the burning flame. I was cast into prison, I was beaten, r1 was mocked1 ; but the Lord granted me 
to find mercy in the sight of the keeper of the prison. 

4 For the Lord doth not forsake them that fear Him, 
Neither in darkness, nor in bonds, nor in tribulations, nor in necessities. 

5 For God is not put to shame as a man, 
Nor as the son of man is he afraid, 

6 

Nor as one that is earth-born is He [ weak or] affrighted. 

I ~AS1 

But in all those thingsadoth He give protection, But in all places He is at hand, 
And in divers ways doth He comfort, 
(Though) for a little space He departeth to try the inclination of the soul. 

TJTLF, a : + ' concerning sobriety ' b e f S 1 : + ' concerning envy • Ab h •re. 
J-X. 4. Jn this Testament there appear to be two independent writings, i-x. 4 and x. ~-xviii. Yet in historical 

sequence x. 5-xvi should be read after i. In i-x. 4 the theme is chastity; in x. s-xVJii it is brotherly love. In 
i-x. 4 Potipbar is called 'the Egyptian man' (iv. S), but Pentephri(s) in x. s-xviii (e.g. xii. 1 ; xiii. 1 ; xv. 6). In 
i-x. 4 bis wife is called the Egyptian woman (and t3-d wrongly in xvi. 1), while in x. 5-xviii she is known as the 
Mempbian woman (so, too, the conflate reading in iii. 6). We find also recurring phrases like 'Joseph the son of 
a mighty man' (x. 6) and' I held my peace lest I should put to shame' (x. 6, &c.) in the later section. Joseph also 
transgresses the Testament's rule of truthfulness in it. 

I. 2. my aona ••• father : ' the words of my mouth ' a. 
3. but persevered > b g A. 
S· into ala.very a A : ' to be a slave ' fl S. 

captivity, hunger. Cf. Mau. xxv. 35, 36 for this and the next verse. The resemblance to our Lord's words is very striking. 
6. and God .. . prison > c b. 

Lord aef: 'Most High' bdfS: 'God' A. 
my Goel A_. eel ts: 'Lord' S : 'the Saviour' afl S'. 
In bonds and He released me >d. Without it stanzas 4-7 are symmetrical. Yoma 35b says Joseph used the words to Potiphar's wife. 

7, by the Egyptians: 'for (my) dreams' a. 
Envied ••• alaves: 'aslave'a: >Aoders. 

II. 1. this chief captain of Pharaoh: 'the eunuch of Pharaoh• tl-b: 'so Petaphres' (' Pbotipbar' Abcdfe) A. 
2. Israel my father be f g : 'my father' h _Ab• 0 d rs : ' my father Jacob ' ad: 'my fathers• c. 
3• granted me • • • mercy, &c. Cf. Dan, 1. 9. 
4. doth ad A: 'will' t3-d S. 
c. Cf. Num. xxiii. 19; I Sam. xv. 29. 

[ weak or]. An addition. 
affrighted a : 'rejected' fl A S1, corruptly. 

6. doth Be give prote~tion, ff'poiOTara,, a : ' He is at band', ,rapiOTarac, {3 S' : 1 is• A. 
departetb a: 'departing' {3 A. Isa. liv. 7. 
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THE TEST AMENT OF JOSE PH 1. 1-5. 2 

7 In ten temptations He showed me approved, 
And in all of them I endured ; 
For endurance is a mighty charm, 
And patience giveth many good things. 

3 1 How often did the Egyptian woman threaten me with death ! How often did she give me over 
to punishment, and then call me back and threaten me, and when I was unwilling to company with 

2 her, she said to me: Thou shalt be lord of me, and all that is in my house, if thou wilt give thyself 
3 unto me, and thou shalt be as our master. But I remembered the words of my father, and going 
4 into my chamber, Ir wept and I prayed unto the Lord. And I fasted in those seven years, and I appeared 

to the Egyptians as one living delicately, for they that fast for God's sake receive beauty of face. 
5 And if my lord were away from home, I drank no wine; nor for three days did I take my food, but 
6 I gave it to the poor and sick. And I sought the Lord early, and I wept for the Egyptian woman of 

Memphis, for very unceasingly did she trouble me, for also at night she came to me under pretence 
of visiting me. 

a ~AS1 

7 And because she had no male child she pre­
tended to regard me as a son. 

And because she had no male child she pre- 7 
tended to regard me as a son, and so I prayed to 
the Lord, and she bare a male child. 

8 And for a time she embraced me as a son, and I knew it not ; tbut later, she sought to draw me 
9 into fornication. And when I perceived it I sorrowed unto death ; and when she had gone out, 

I came to myself, and lamented for her many days, because I recognized her guile and her deceit. 
10 And I declared unto her the words of the Most High, if haply she would tum from her evil lust. 

4 1 Often, therefore, did she flatter me with words as a holy man, and guilefully in her talk praise my 
2 chastity before her husband, while desiring to ensnare me when we were alone. rFor1 she lauded me 

openly as chaste, and in secret she said unto me: Fear not my husband; for he is persuaded con-
3 ceming thy chastity : for even should one tell him concerning us, he would not believe. Owing to 

all these things I lay upon the ground, and besought God that the Lord would deliver me from her 
• deceit. And when she had prevailed nothing rthereby1, she came ragain1 to me under the plea of 
5 instruction, that she might learn the word of God. And she said unto me : If thou wiliest that 

I should leave my idols, lie with me, and I will ~rsuade my husband to depart from his idols, and 
6 we will walk in the law of thy Lord. And I said unto her : The Lord willeth not that those who 

reverence Him should be in uncleanness, nor doth He take pleasure in them that commit adultery, 
7 rbut in those that approach Him with a pure heart and undefiled lips 1. But she held her peace, 
8 longing to accomplish her evil desire. And I gave my:self yet more to fasting and prayer, that the 

Lord might deliver me from her. 
6 1 r And1 again, at another time she said unto me: If thou wilt not commit adultery, I will kill my 

2 husband by poison ; and take thee to be my husband. I therefore, when I heard this, rent my 

7, ten fj A: 'eleven' a. See Jub. xvii. 17; xix. S. 
patience : ' to those who endure ' A. 

UI. 1. and when ••. her, she a: 'when ••• her! And she' fl-a A•s•. 
2. in my homie a: 'mine' fJ A S1• 

Jo father c ( + 'Jacob' d g A). Cf. Jub. xxxix. 6: 'fathers' ha e f S' : 'fathers of my father Jacob' b. 
4- aeven: 'ten' in Jub, xlvi. 3. 

Egyptians c : ' Egyptian ' rest of MSS. 
fut ... beauty of face. Dan. i. I 5. 

5. Cf. Luke xii. 45. C£ for Joseph, Zeb. 118b. 
lord ca(A ?) : >B S1• 

6. Egyptian woman of Memphis, conflate text. 
7. and so •.. chllcl fJ A S1• disturbs the context. 
8, knew it not. Cf. xiv, 4. 

tbat later a : ' that' a : ' finally ' b e S1 : ' later • f: 'and after this ' A. 
g. came to myaelf, Cf. Luke xv. 17. 
JV. 1. Often therefore ca: 'how often' 8-a A S1• 

3. ground + ' in sackcloth ( + 'and ashes' A) fJ A S •. 
her deceit a : 'the Egyptian woman ' f3-a A S1

• 

4, God a: 'the Lord' fjAS1
, 

5 m.y basbancl ca A: 'the Egyptian' fJ 51 
( + 'Potipbar' S'). 

'in the law of {3 A S1 : 'before' c: 'in the name of' h. 
6. bat in thoee a only. 
7, held her peace b g A: 'was angry' a IJ-b g. 
V.1. my baabanda: 'theEgyptian'fJAS1

• Cf.iv.5 •.. 
by poison and a: 'and so lawfully' fJA S1, by corrupuon m Hebrew. 
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garments, an<l said unto her: \Voman, reverence God, and do not this evil deed, lest thou. be 
1 destroyed ; for know indeed that I will declare this thy device unto all men. . She the~f~, bemg 
-1 afraid, besought that I would not declare this device. And she departed soothing me with gifts, and 

sending to me every delight of the sons of men. 
6 , . z And r afterwards 1 she sent me food mingled with enchantments. And when. the eunuch who 

brought it came, I looked up and beheld a terrible man giving me with the dish a sword, ~d 
1 I perceived that (her) scheme was to beguile me. And rwhen he had gone out1 I wept, nor did 
-+ I taste that or any other of her food. So then after one day she came to me and observed the food, 
5 and said unto me: Why is it that thou hast not eaten of the food? And I said unto her: It is 

because thou hast filled it with r deadly 1 enchantments; and how saidst thou : I come not near to 
6 idols, but to the Lord I alone 1• Now therefore know that the God of my father hath revealed unto 

me by His angel thy wickedness, and I have kept it to convict thee, if haply thou mayst see 
and repent. 

a 

7 But that thou mayst learn that the wickedness 
of the ungodly hath no power over them that 
worship God with chastity. behold I will take of 
it and eat before thee. And having so said, I 
prayed thus: The God of my fathers and the 
angel of Abraham, be with me; and ate. 

~AS1 

But that thou mayst learn that the wickedness 7 
of the ungodly hath no power over them that 
worship God in chastity, I took of it and ate 
before her, saying: The God of my fathers and 
the angel of Abraham shall be with me. 

8 And r when she saw this 1 she fell upon her face at my feet, weeping; and I 
admonished her. And she promised to do this iniquity no more. 

raised her up and 

a 
7 1 But her heart was still set upon evil, and she 

looked around how to ensnare me, and sighing 
deeply she became downcast, though she was 
not sick. 

~AS1 

But (d A 'nevertheless') her heart was still set 1 

upon me with a view to lewdnE".ss, and sighing 
she became downcast. 

2 And when her husband saw her, he said unto her: Why is thy countenance fallen? And 
she said r unto him 1 : I have a pain at my heart, and the groanings of my spirit oppress me; and so 

:l he ~omforted her who was not sick. Then, accordingly seizing an opportunity, she rushed unto me 
while her husband was yet without, and said unto me : I will hang myself, or cast myself over a cliff, 

-t if thou wilt not Ii~ with me. And when I saw the spirit of Beliar was troubling her, I prayed unto 
5 the Lord, and said unto her: Why, rwretched woman1 , art thou troubled and disturbed blinded 

th.rough sins ? ~emember that if .thou kill thyself, Asteho, the concubine of thy husband, thy rival, 
6 will beat thy children, and thou wilt destroy thy memorial from off the earth. And she said unto 

me: Lo, then thou lov~t me ; let _this suffice me: only strive for my life rand my children,, and 
7 I expect that I shall enJoy my desire r also 1• But she knew not that because of my lord I spake 

2. unto her > fki As•. 
Goel af: 'the Lord' fj-f A S1• 

know . . . device a: ' I will declare thy ungodly device' fl AS, i.e. J7'1 'wicked' for J1'1 'know'. 
3. this device a : ' to any one her wickedness • fj-g A S. 
4. sending . . . men /3-d A S1 : 'every delight ' a. 

VI. 2. (her) scheme • •• ~ men: 'this(' her' b) scheme ..• beguile (+'the soul• b) • tl-dA•llb 51. cit 
was a scheme of Satan and to beguile (my) soul' d. • 

S· deadly enchantment& a: ' death ' fl AS'. 
6. His angel a A : 'an angel' /3-d i· 
7. angel of Abraham. ls this Michael or the angel of peace ? 
VII. 1. deeply, uun6,-, a, corrupt for uuJIT'oJ161S'. 

became downcast, fTIRli'""'"'• cf. T. Z. x. I : +' in countenance' d (cf. v. 2): +' in spirit• A. 
aet upon me . . . lewclnea b d g A : ' set upon lewdness ' a e f 51 ( cf. a). 

2. her husband a A-bf a: 'the Egyptian man• fl Abts s1. 
who was not Bick: ' in words' a, corruptly. 

c1ai·, ~~4•11: • opportunity a : ' then 'tl-d 51 : 'one day' d: 'and when I was passing• A• b: c and on the second 

over a cwr aaef51
: 'into a well' A•b (+'or over a cliff' b (d)g Ab• cd) 

S· Aateho a: 'Asitho' e f Ab••: ' Setho' b. · 
thoa wilt Cl fj-b g S1 : 1 she will ' b g (A). 

8 X"s~t this suffice me: only strive for a: 'this(> {J-d 51) alone{> A) suffices me that(> af) thou strivest for' 

and I a : > /j-a d g S1 : ' if I ' a : ' I therefore • d g A. 
7. my lord: 'God' b d S1, against context. 
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THE TESTAMENT OF JOSEPH 5. 2-10. 2 

8 thus, and not becaUSC; of her. For if a man hath fal!en before the passion of a wicked desire and 
become enslaved by 1t, even as she, whatever good thmg he may hear with regard to that passion 
he receiveth it with a view to his wicked desire. ' 

8 1 I declare, therefore, unto you, my children, that it was about the sixth hour when she departed 
from ~e ; and I kn~lt before the Lord all day, and all the night; and about dawn I rose up, weeping 

2 the while and praymg for a release from her. At last, then, she laid hold of my garments forcibly 
dragging me to have connexion with her. ' 

aA 
3 When, rtherefore1, I saw that in her madness 

she was holding fast to my garment, I left it 
behind, and fled away naked. 

a 
4 And holding fast to the garment she falsely 

accused me, and when her husband came he cast 
me into prison in his house ; and on the morrow 
he scourged me and sent me into Pharaoh's 
prison. 

a 
5 And when I was in bonds, the Egyptian 

woman was oppressed with grief, and she came 
and heard how I gave thanks unto the Lord and 
sang praises in the abode of darkness, and with 
glad voice rejoiced, glorifying my God that I was 
delivered from the lustful desire of the Egyptian 
woman. 

,~ s 
When, therefore, I saw that in her madness 

she was holding fast by force to my garment, 
I fled a way naked. 

,8-d A S1 

And she falsely accused me to her husband, 4 
and the Egyptian cast me into prison in his 
house, and on the morrow he scourged me and 
sent me into Pharaoh's prison. 

/3-dA S1 

And when I was in fetters, the J:£.gyptian wa:, 5 
sick with grief, and she heard how I sang prai~ 
unto the Lord in the house of darkness, and with 
glad voice rejoicing, glorified God only that I wa:. 
delivered from the lustful desire of the Egyptian 
woman. 

9 1 And often hath she sent unto me saying: Consent to rfulfil my desire 1, and I will release thee 
2 from thy bonds, rand I will free thee from the darkness. And not even in thought did I incline unto 

her. For God loveth him who in a den of wickedness combines fasting with chastity, rather than 
3 the man who in kings' chambers combines luxury with licence. And if a man liveth in chastity, 

and desircth also glory, and the Most High knoweth that it is expedient for him, He bestoweth this 
• also upon me. How often 1, though she were sick, did she come down rto me1 at unlooked for timei., 
5 and listened to my voice as I prayed ! And when I heard her groanings I held my peace. rFor 1 

when I was in her house she was wont to bare her arms, and breasts, and legs, rthat I might lie with 
her ; for she was, very beautiful, r splendidly adomed1 in order to beguile me. And the Lord guarded 
me from her devices. 

0 1, z Ye sec, therefore, my children, how great things patience worketh, and prayer with fasting. So 

8. that passion a: 'the passion by which(> 'by which' A) he is vanquished' /3-a ~ A S 1
• 

tobJs aA: 'to the' /351• 

VIII. 1. and all a: 'together with all 'fl A S1• 

her a : • the Egyptian woman ' fJ-d A S1• 

2-4- Cf. Gen. mix. 12-14, 16. 
3. carment, xm»a,a, a : lpdna, fl. 

left it behind +' and shook it off' a: > A' r. 
by force ti-a ef g S. 

5. was sick, ;,ue,w,, /j-d A S1 : • was oppressed ', ITt/Jlf£}(tTO, a. 
from the laatful desire .... fflMMI!), So I emend • through a pretext ' = MlNM:l u fJ S : ' from the pretexts' A. For 

a like corruption d. Prov. xviii. 1. 

IX. A omits much in ix. 
2. fasting with chastity. Contrast T. A. ii. 8. 

faetlng fl-a f 51 : ' believing' a f: ' faithfulness ' a. 
the man ... chambers fJ-b d 51 : 'the king(' man' b) who in chambers• b c d. 

3· >d. 
and if a man (' but he' c b S1) ••• chastity a e f (g): > h. 
aacl ao > a : 'and if' b. 

5. and breasts > a. . . .. 
lie with - ,rvµ,riuo>. See f, Jud. xm. 3 (note). 
adornecl. Cf. Yoma 3;b, 

X. A new section begins. 
1. prayer with fasting. Cf. iii. 4, iv. 8. 
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ye too, rif ye follow after chastity and purity with patience and prayer, with fasting in bumility. of 
3 heart, the Lord will dwell among you because He loveth chastity. And wheresoever the Most High 

dwelleth, even though envy, or slavery, or slander befalleth (a man), the Lord who '!welleth in him, 
for the sake of his chastity not only 1 delivereth him from evil, rbut also exalteth htm even as me. 

4, 5 For in every way the man 1 is lifted up, whether in deed, or in word, or in thought. My brethren knew 
how my father loved me, and yet I did not exalt myself rin my mind1 : although I was a child, 

6 r1 had the fear of God in my heart 1 ; for I knew that all things would pass away. And I did not 
raise myself (against them) with evil intent, but I honoured my brethren; and out of respect for 
them, even when I was being sold, I refrained from telling the Ishmaelites that I was a son of Jacob, 
a great man and a mighty. 

11 1 Do ye also, my children, rhave the fear of God in all your works before your eyes, and1 honour 
2 your brethren. For every one who doeth the law of the Lord shall be loved by Him. .And when 

I came to the lndocolpitae with the Ishmaelites, they asked me, saying: Art thou a slave ? And 
3 I said that I was a home-born slave, that I might not put my brethren to shame. And the eldest 

of them said unto me : Thou art not a slave, for even thy appearance doth make it manifest. But 
4 I said that I was rtheir1 slave. Now when we came into Egypt they strove concerning me, which of 
5 them should buy me and take me. Therefore it seemed good to all that I should remain in Egypt 
6 with the merchant of their trade, until they should return bringing merchandise. And the Lord 
7 gave me favour in the eyes of the merchant, and he entrusted unto me his house. And God blessed 
8 him by my means, and increased him in gold and silver rand in household servants 1• And I was 

with him three months and five days. 
12 1 And about that time the Memphian woman, the wife of Pentephri, came down I in a chariot 1, r with 

2 great pomp, because she had heard from her eunuchs concerning me 1• And she told her husband 
that the merchant had become rich by means of a young Hebrew, and they say that he had assuredly 

3 been stolen out of the land of Canaan. Now, therefore, render justice unto him, and take away the 

13 youth to thy house; so shall the God of the Hebrews bless thee, for grace from heaven is upon him. 
1 And Pentephris was persuaded by her words, and commanded the merchant to be brought, and 

said unto him : What is this that I hear r concerning thee 1, that thou stealest persons out of the land 
2 of Canaan, and sellest them for slaves? But the merchant fell at his feet, and besought him, saying: 
3 I beseech thee, my lord, I know not what thou sayest. And Pentephris said unto him : Whence, then, 

2. prayer with fasting > fJ 51, 

3, envy • · • befalleth (a man) a: 'a man fall into envy •.• slander or darkness' fJ S1• For ver. cf. i. 7. 
+ Text - /3-b g S1

: with O'tll:ffl"cd~ ..... (d) for uvnp'){ffa,, a e f: uv•ix•'NJI., b gs•: (1ra11Tar "/UP dv8ponrovr) tTVPipxfTa,, U, 
But d transposes v. 4 after 'mind' 1n v. 5. 

S• I had , •• heart > A. Cf. xi. 1. 

6. I did not .. , intent c (1 'not'): 'I measured myself' BA S1• Perhaps read 'I did 11ot exalt myself• - v, 5, 
If the 'not' is omitted we may conjecture the original Hebrew word was 'Mee, as in Ps. cxxxi. 2 • I kept myself 
quiet', which LXX reads as •nee,. 

even > fJ A 51• 
telliDg +'my race' fJ A 51• 

Jacob> cA•b•o4r. 
mighty /J A 51

: 'just' a. Cf. "''i~, Prov. xvii. 7 - ai«cuor LXX. 

XI. 1. before Lour eyes > h b. 
2. came . , , ArnaeHtea fJ-d 81 

: 'was coming with the Ish.' a: 'came with them to the lndocolpitae' A, 
. saying,,· slave a: +'or a freeman' A: >fJS1• Jashar (ii. 1187) says his brethren sold Joseph as beincr 

their slave. o 
a home-born a a f: 'their home-bom' b de A S'. 
I might not put ... shame. Cf. x. 6, &c. 

3. IIUIDli'est +' concerning thee. And he threatened me r unto death 1,' fJ A 51. 
4. which of them, &c. a fJ S1• 
6. gave roe favour. Gen. mix. 21. 
7. God aaf: 'the Lord' fJ-afA51• 

and in household servants: 'and in work' a : > fJ A S1• lfYYO• is a mistranslation of rr,~v,. 
five days > a. 

XII. I. came down a : ' passed' fJ A 51, 
in a chariot > b g A 51• 

with . • . me: 'she looked and saw me ' A. 
she , , . eunuchs a: 'her eunuchs bad told her' fJ 51, 

2. that the merchant a : 'concerning the merchant that he ' fJ A S1• 
3· to thy house aef 81

: 'to our house• a: 'to be thy steward' b d g (A). 
XIII. 1. to be brought b d g S1 : ' to come' a a e f: 'to bring• Ah. 
2. But • , . at hi& feet a g: ' therefore (' and' A) , , • on his face' fJ-d g A 51. 
3. And , , . him a: 'but he said'(>' said• a ef) {JAS'. 
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THE TESTAMENT OF JOSEPH 10. 2-16. 3 

is the Hebrew slave? And he said: The Ishmaelites entrusted him unto me until they should return. 
4 But he believed him not, but commanded him to be stripped and beaten. And when he persisted 
5 in this statement, Pentephris said : Let the youth be brought. And when I was brouaht in I did 
6 obeisance to Pentephris (for he was third in rank of the officers of Pharaoh). And he to"ok m~ apart 
7 from him, and said unto me: Art thou a slave or free? And I said : A slave. And he said : 
8 Whose? And I said : The Ishmaelites'. And he said: How didst thou become their slave? And 
9 I said: They bought me out of the land of Canaan. And he said unto me : rTruly 1 thou liest ; and 

r straightway 1 he commanded me to be stripped and beaten. 
14 1 Now the Memphian woman was looking through a window rat me while I wa:s being beaten, for 

her house was near, and she sent unto him saying 1 : Thy judgement is unjust; for thou dost punish 
2 a rrree 1 man who hath been stolen, as though he were a transgressor. And when I made no change 

in my statement, rthough I was beaten 1, he ordered me to be imprisoned, until, he said, the owners 
3 of the boy should come. And the woman said unto her husband : Wherefore dost thou detain the 
4 captive and well-born lad in bonds, who ought rather to be set at liberty, and be waited upon? For 
5 she wished to see me out of a desire r of sin 1, but I was ignorant concerning all these things. And 

he said to her: It is not the custom of the Egyptians to take that which belongeth to others before 
6 proof is given. This, therefore, he said concerning the merchant; but as for the lad, he must be 

imprisoned. 
15 I Now after four and twenty days came the Ishmaelites ; for they had heard that Jacob r my father l 

2 was mourning r much 1 concerning me. And they came and said unto me: How is it that thou saidst 
that thou wast a slave ? and lo, we have learnt that thou art the son of a mighty man in the land of 

3 Canaan, and thy father r still1 mourneth for thee in sackcloth rand ashes 1• f\Vhen I heard this my 
bowels were dissolved and my heart melted1, and I desired greatly to weep, but I restrained myself, 
that I should not put my brethren to shame. r And I said unto them, I know not, I am a slave 1• 

4, 5 Then, rtherefore1, they took counsel to sell me, that I should not be found in their hands. For they 
feared my father, lest he [ should come and] execute upon them a grievous vengeance. For they had 

6 heard that he was mighty with God and with men. Then said the merchant unto them: Release 
7 me from the judgement of Pentiphri. And they came and requested me, saying: rsay 1 that thou 

wast bought by us with money, and he will set us free. 
16 1 Now the Memphian woman said to her husband: Buy the youth ; for I heat·, said she, that they 

are selling him. 

c I f3 As• 
2 And straightway she sent a eunuch to the And she sent a eunuch to the Ishmaelites and 2 

3 J!;hmaelites, and asked them to sell me. But asked them to sell me. The chief captain, there-

la a: 'bast thou' fJ-f AS'. 
4. be brought ab d g : 'answer' ae fS'. 
5. Peatephria a: • the chief of the eunuchs' fJ S1 

: ' him ' A. 
tbir4 . . . Pharaoh a. Cf. Dan. v. 7. 'his rank was second to P.' A : 'third in rank with P., (as) officer of all 

the eunuchs, having wives and concubines and children' fJ. 
6. And I said >a to' and I said' in v. 8. 
9. Truly a only. 

straightway a g. 
XIV. 1. at me >bef. 

for ••• near >IJ As•. 
him 4: c her husband' fJ S1• 
Thy . , the' ~Aab•odfg, 
thou· dost punish , .• as .. . transgressor: 'to punish unjustly' er, corruptly. 

:z. me: 'us ' defg. 
owners of the boy : 'his ('my' d Ab r 1) owners• d g A. 

3. her huaband a: 'him ' fJ A S1
• 

ID bonds > fJ A S1
, 

be waited upon a: 'wait upon thee' fJ A S1
• 

4. Cf. iii. 8. , b 
5. her c: ' the Memphite woman fJ-a d A- • 
XV. r. for • • • heard a : , and having heard • fJ A S1 : + ' when they were in the land of Canaan ' <l A. 

3 When . . • melted a only. s: my father a : ',Jacob ' fJ A S1
, 

gtleVOU - «1113vllOII. 
God. ag: 'theLord'fJ-gAS

1
• ha '( , 'A•bb)A d he will set us : 'and he set us ' b d g : ' and the mere ut set + us • 7

X·Vaal __ ... outh a : , instructed (' sent to• A) her husband to buy me' fj-d A S 1 
: h omits from 'buy' to 

• I. - • • • y , , 
the end of the Testament of BenJam1n, 

:z. The chief . . . sell me > c b d g. 
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C 

since the eunuch would not agree to buy me (at 
their price) he returned, having made trial of 
them, and he made known to his mistress that 
they asked a large price for their slave. 

PAS' 
fore called the IshmaeJites and asked them to 
sell 'me. r And since he did not agree (to tbefr 3 
price) he departed1• But the eunuch, r when ~e 
had made trial of them 1, made known to his 
mistress that they asked a large price rror their 
slave 1 . 

4 r And she sent another eunuch 1, saying: Even though they demand two minas, r give them 1, do not 
spare r the gold1

; only buy the boy, and bring him to me. 

C 

5 The eunuch therefore went and gave them 
eighty pieces of gold, andt he received met; 
but to the Egyptian woman he said: I have 
given a hundred. 

~-dAS1 

And ht: gave them eighty pieces of gold for 5 
me, and told the Egyptian woman that a 
hundred pieces had been given. 

6 And though I knew (this) I held my peace, lest the eunuch should be put to shame. 
17 1 Ye see, therefore, my children, what great things I endured that I should not put my brethren to 

2 shame. Do ye also, rtherefore 1, love one another, rand with long-suffering hide ye one another's 
3 faults 1 • For God delighteth rin the unity of brethren, and1 in the purpose of a heart that takes 
4 pleasure in love. And when my brethren came into Egypt they learnt that I had returned their 
5 money unto them, and upbraided them not, and comforted them. And after the death of Jacob my 

father I loved them r more abundantly 1, aml all things whatsoever he commanded I did r very 
6 abundantly 1 for them. And I suffered them not to be afflicted in the smallest matter ; and all that 
7 was in my hand I gave unto them. r And1 their children were my children, and my children as their 

servants; and their life was my life, and all their suffering was my suffering, rand all their sickness 
8 was my infirmity 1. My land was their land, and their counsel my counsel. And I exalted not 

myself among them rin arrogance 1 because of my r worldly 1 glory, rbut I was among them as one of 
the least1 • 

18 1 If ye also, therefore, walk in the commandments of the Lord, my children, He will exalt you there, 
2 and will bless you with good things for ever and ever. r And if any one seeketh to do evil unto you, 
3 do well unto him, and pray for him, and ye shall be redeemed of the Lord from all evil1. [For], 

behold, ye see that rout of my humility and long-suffering 1 I took unto wife the daughter of the 
priest of Heliopolis. And a hundred talents of gold were given me with her, and the Lord made 

4 them to serve me. And He gave me also beauty as a flower beyond the beautiful ones of Israel ; 
and He preserved me runto old age in strength and1 in beauty, because I was like in all things to 
Jacob. 

3. ~ce he .•• But the e~nuch ... made known beg S': 'since the eunuch .•• and made known' a(. 
4. mmaa c + 'of gold' fJAS1• 

give them c ad : ' take care ' b e f g. 
to me c: >(:1AS1• 

5. treceived met, com1pt for ' for me '. 
6. put to shame c: • be tortured' a e f A S 1• 

XVII. 3. a heart (:1 A S1 : 'a good heart ' c. 
love /j-a : ' the good' ca A Ji b• c d 11. Read perhaps • brotherliness '. 

4. Egypt + ' when ' /J A S1• 
5. my father >t3-dgAbftr, 

be ('they' A) commanded fl-ad A S ; ' they wished' c a. 
7. their . . . my t3 S': 'my • • . their' c A. 

My . •. land >cae r. 
their . • • mycdg: 'my .• . their'befS1• 

8. I was . •. least. Cf. Luke uii. 27. 
XVII I. J. A has 'walk ye also, therefore, in the same path, my children ( + • with me• Ab) and God (' Isr.&el 

Shaddai ' Ab• 0 d f 11) will glorify you and exalt you for ever.' 
He .... b~.r~u: .' God (?>a f! will exalt ,)'.OU. caf. . . 

2. Cf. T. G. , 1-vu , Ah1kar. Syr. Frag. I. 20 1f thy enemy meet thee with evil, meet thou him with good•. 
3, 4. >a. 

my humility and C: > /j S1• 

priest of Heliopolis c. Cf. Jub. xi. 10 (note). 'of my maste,s '(tf-aAS•J. 
talents. Cf. Jashar (ii. 1211). 

b4. A has 'And ( + 'Asenath my, wife' Ab) was beautiful as a flower, and ( + 'I was• Ab) beautiful beyond(' all' 
A ) the cho8C!' ones of !srael ( + and te~perate and humble' Ah), beyond Levi and Judah and Naphtali. He 
preserved me 10 beauty ( I was more beautiful than they' Ab) because I was like Jacob in all things.' 

as a flower > c. 
like ... to Jacob. See (.;en. rabba lx.ui\·. 6; Num. r. xiv. 16. 
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THE TESTAMENT OF JOSEPH 16. 3-19. 10 

cfJS1 

19 1 And hear ye, my children, also the vision 
z which I saw. There were twelve harts feeding: 

and the nine were (first) dispersed over all the 
earth, and likewise also the three. 

8 And I saw that [from Judah was born] a 
tvirgin [ wearing a linen garment, and from her] 
was bom a lamb, [ without spot] ; and on his 
left hand there was as it were a lion ; and all the 
beasts rushed against him, and the lamb over­
came them, and destroyed them and trod them 

9 under foot. And because of him the angels and 
IO men rejoiced, and all the land. And these things 

shall come to pass in their season, in the last 

A 
Hear ye, therefore, the vision which I saw. r 

I saw twelve harts feeding. And nine of them a 
were dispersed. Now the three were preserved 
but on the following day they also were dis~ 
persed. And I saw that the three harts became 3 
three lambs, and they cried to the Lord, and He 
brought them forth into a flourishing and well­
watered place, yea He brought them out of 
darkness into light. 

And there they cried unto the Lord until -4 
there gathered together unto them the nine harts, 
and they became as twelve sheep, and after a 
little time they increased and became many 
flocks. And after these things I saw and behold, 5 
twelve bulls were sucking one cow, which pro­
duced a sea of milk, and there drank thereof the 
twelve flocks and innumerable herds. 

And the horns of the f fourth bull went up 6 
unto heaven and became as a wall for the flocks, 
and in the midst of the rtwo 1 horns there grew 
another horn. And I saw a bull calf which 7 
surrounded them twelve times, and it became a 
help to the bulls wholly. 

And I saw in the midst of the horns a fvirgin 8 
r wearing a many-coloured garment, and from 
her] went forth a Jamb; and on his right (was 
as it were a lion ; and) all the beasts and all the 
reptiles rushed (against him), and the lamb over­
came them and destroyed them. And the bulls 9 
rejoiced because of him, and the cow [ and the 
harts] exulted together with them. And these Io 

things must come to pass in their season. And 11 

XIX. Here the Armenian version comes to our aid. It alone has 3-7, and 8 and 11 in it are fairly pure. 
1, •w ~: 'know' c. 
2-4- A vision concerning the nine tribes and the three, their captivity and return. _ The nine are regarded as back 

in Palestine. 
2. hartL See note in Commentary, p. 191. Used of the princes of Judah, Lam. i. 6. 

feeding + 'in a place ' c. 
all >bS1• 

were preserved A ab• c d t g : 'fed with each other' Ab. 
3. three hartL Cf. 'three sheep ', J En. lxxxix. 72. For their change into lambs, cf. 1 En. xc. 38, where the 

sheep become oxen. 
and He: 'and the Lord' A bh. 
oat of darkness into light. Cf. Ps. cvii. 14; Isa. ix. 2, xiii. 161 !viii. 10. Cf. 1 Pet. ii. 9, 10. 

4• the nine. Cf. 'nine tribes', Ethiopic version, 4 Ezra xiii. 40. For nin~ and a half tribes cf. 2 Bar. !xii. s (note). 
S-9• This second vision introd~ces the p1:rson of t~e Messiah. The d~te 1~ the second cent~ry ~- c., as. the Twelve 

Tribes are regarded as in Palestme. So 'm the midst of the horns' 1mphes that the Messiah 1s to arise from the 
Maccabees (cf. v. u Levi and Judah). Judah was to help-the lion on the left hand in v. 8. 

6. tfoarth, i.e. tribe= Judah. Is this a Christian alteration of' third'= Levi? 
two >A•fg. 
another hom. Perhaps Mattathias. 

7-g. Is the bull-calf the same as the lamb of v. 8? If so, Judas would be both; if not, the lamb is Hyrcanus. 
7, a ball ... times: 'twelve oxen which surrounded them' Ab• d. For' surrounded' read perhaps' protected'. 

a help Cf. Dan. xi. 34, ' little help.' 
8. !from' Judah was bom]. A Christian .addition. A omits it, and a de~nite na~e is here out of place. A 

, virgan • also clashes with the animal symbolism. So read 'And I saw that m the midst of the horns a bull-calf 
became a lamb•. For 'wearing' cf. Rev. xii. I. 

a lion = Judah. 
all the beasts i.e. the Gentiles. Cf. 1 En. xc. 12, 16. 

9- The Greek tex't interprets ' cow' aright as = Palestine ; b,!lt th~ 1 ~~lls ' are the tribes, not 'angels and men'. 
[and the harts] > the Greek texts. They have no place in this v1s1on. 
the cow ... harts Ab• odg: 'the descendants of the three harts' A•b: 'two oflhe three harts' Ah. 
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THE TESTAMENTS OF THE TWELVE PATRIARCHS 

cfJ 51 

1 1 days. Do ye therefore, my children, observe 
the commandments of the Lord, and honour 
Levi and Judah ; for from them shall arise r unto 
you1 [the Lamb of God, who taketh away the 
sin of the world] one who saveth [ all the Gentiles 
andl Israel. 

A 
do ye, my children, honour Le~i and Judah, for 
from them shall arise the salvation of Israel. 

For my kingdom which is among you shall u 
come to an end as a watcher's hammock, which 
will not appear after the summer. 

J 2 For His kingdom is :m Pverlasting kingdom, 
which shall not pass away; but my kingdom 
among you shall come to an end as a watcher's 
hammock, which after the summer disappeareth. 

20 1 rFor 1 I know that after my death the Egyptians will afflict you, but God will avenge you, .and will 
2 bring you into that which He promised to your fathers. But ye shall carry up my bones w1.th you ; 

rror when my bones are being taken up thither, the Lord shall be with you in light, and Behar shall 
be in darkness with the Egyptians1 • 

cAl>*odg fJS1 

3 And carry ye up Asenath your mother rto the And carry ye up Zilpah your mother, and 3 
Hippodrome 1, and near Rachel your mother nigh to Bilhah by the Hippodrome lay her near 
bury her. Rachel. 

4, 5 And when he had said these things he stretched out his feet, and died at a good old age. And 
all Israel mourned for him, and all Egypt, with a great mourning. 

C fJ 51 
6 And when the children of Israel went out of 

Egypt, they took with them the bones of Joseph, 
and they buried him in Hebron with his fathers, 
and the years of his life were one hundred and 
ten years. 

For he felt even for the Egyptians as though 6 
a member (of their nation), and showed them 
kindness, aiding them in every work, and counsel, 
and matter. 

THE TESTAMENT OF BENJAMIN, THE TWELFTH SON OF JACOB AND RACHEL 

l I The copy of the words of Benjamin, which he commanded his sons to observe, after he had Jived 
2 a hundred and twenty-five years. And he kissed them, and said : As Isaac was born to Abraham 
3 in his old age, so also was I to Jacob. And since Rachel my mother died in giving me birth, I had 
4 no milk ; therefore I was suckled by Bilhah her handmaid. For Rachel remained barren for twelve 

years rafter she had borne J osep_h 1 
; and she prayed the Lord r with fasting twelve days and she 

fi conceived and bare me 1. For my father1 loved Rachel dearly, rand prayed that he might see two 
6 sons born from her 1. Therefore was I called Benjamin, that is, a son of days. 

11. Levi and Judah c A. See T. R. vi. 5-12 (note). 'Judah and Levi' f3 81, 
from them /3 A 81 : ' from their seed • c. 
unto you /3S1

: 'unto us' c: > A. 
[the Lamb, &c.] Christian additions. 
who taketh ... world c: 'by grace• f3 S. 

12. Dan. vii. 14-
pau away c fJ-a. b : 'be shaken' ab s1. 
watcher's hammock. Isa. i. 8, xxiv. 20. 

XX. 2 . Cf. Gen. I. 25; Exod. xiii. 19. 
3. Aaenath your mother c d: 'Zilpab your mother' be f Ab• eds S1 : 'your brother' A•bh: 'brothers• A• 

[to the Hi.epoclrome] > A. Cf. LXX in Gen. xlviii. 7 (? == Ephrath). Rachel was buried near Ephrath, Gen. xxxv. 16 ff., xlvm. 7. 
nigh to Bilhah /jS1

• Jub. xxxiv. 16 says she was buried near Rachel. 
4. good old age. So I ~mend' g~ sleep~ c (cf. T. Z. x. 6): 'eternal sleep' /3 81 : cf. Jer. li. 

3
9; T. Iss. vu. 

9
: > A. 

6. aa th~h ••• nation a e f: as for his own members• b g: +' Joseph the eleventh son of Jacob and first son of Rachel hved one hundred and ten years• f 51, 

TITLE c: + ' concerning a pure mind ' /3-a g S1 : + ' to love one's neighbour • g. 
I. 1. words: ' Testament' d A • 

. 2. old age c d : 'hundred.th year' /3-d A. Cf. Gen. xxi. 2, 5. Jashar (ii. J 172) gives the same date for Benjamin's birth. See, however, Jub. XtX. 13-
3. my mother> f3-dA•l>•c4s 51, 
4. twelve years: 'eleven' in Jub. xxviii. 24, xx.-,:ii. 33. 

twelve daya > c. For the prayer and fasting cf. Num. rabba xiv. 8. 
6. Benjamin, a son of daya. Cf. Gen. xliv. 20 • a son of old age•· Philo D4 MIii. Nom 

1
5 Ab reads , son of 

a right hand'. Cf. Gen. xxxv. 17, 18. Jashar explains Benjamin as -'~on of the south 0

' (ii. 
1

~
72

j • 
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THE TESTAMENT OF BENJAMIN 1. 1-R 6 

2 ! And ~hen I went into Egypt, to t Joseph, and my brother recognized me, he saidt unto me : 
~ did they tell ~y father ~hen they sold me? And I said r unto him 1, They dabbled thy coat 
with blood and sent it, and said: Know whether this be thy son's coat. 

C p~ 
3 And he said unto me: Even 3. And be said unto me: Even 

so, brother, when they had so, brother; for when the Ish­
stripped me of my coat they maelites took me, one of them 
gave me to the Ishmaelites, and stripped off my coat, and gave 
they gave me a loin cloth, and me a loin cloth, and scourged 
scourged me, and bade me run. me, and bade me run. 4. And as 

4 And as for one of them that had he went away to hide my gar­
beaten me with a rod, a lion met ment, a lion met him, and slew 

5 him and slew him. And so his him. 5. And so his associates 
associates were affrighted. were affrighted, and sold me to 

their companions. 

A 
And Joseph said unto me : 3 

Even so, brother, the Canaanite 
merchants stole me by force. 
And it came to pass that as 4 
they went on their way they 
concealed my garment, as 
though a wild beast had met 
me and slain me. And so his 5 
associates sold me to the lsh­
maelitcs. And they did not lie 6 
in saying this. For he wished 
to conceal from me the deeds 
of my brethren. And he called 
to him his brethren and said : 
Do not tell my father what ye 7 
have done unto me, but tell him 
as I have told Benjamin. And 8 
let the thoughts among you be 
such, and let not these things 
come to the heart of my father. 

3 r Do ye also, therefore, my children, rJove the Lord God of heaven and earth, and keep His 
commandments 1, following the example of the good and holy man rJoseph 1• 

cPS A 

2 
And let your mind be unto good, even as ye For until his death he was not willing to tetl 2-5 

know me; for he that hath his mind right seeth regarding himself; but Jacob, having learnt 
3 all things rightly. Fear ye the Lord, and love it from the Lord, told it to him. Nevertheless 

your neighbour ; and even though the spirits of he kept denying it. And then with difficulty he 
Beliar claim you to afflict you with every evil, was persuaded by the adjurations of Israel. 
yet shall they not have dominion over you, even 

• as they had not over Joseph my brother. How 
many men wished to slay him, and God shielded 
him l For he that feareth God and loveth his 
neighbour cannot be smitten by the spirit of 

. 5 Bellar, being shielded by the fear of God. Nor 
can he be ruled over by the device of men or 
beasts, for be is helped by the Lord through the 
love which he hath towards his neighbour. 

6 For Joseph also besought our father rthat he would pray for his brethren 1, that rthe Lord1 would 

II. 1-:1. Jashar (ii. 1222) makes Benjamin the first to recognize Josep~. . . .. 
1. to t Joaeph and c: • and Joseph' /H:lA S. If x. 1 belongs to this context, we might read at before 11. 1, and 

emend here to• an~ I recognized Joseph'. 
2. Cf. Gen. xxxvn. 31-:1; T. Z. tv. 9. . . . 1 
3-5. The tat of c alone agrees with the context, but T. Z. iv. 10 makes his brothers gave ham the loan-cloth. fl S 

anil A differ from the context and the biblical account. 
5. to their companions fl S1 : 'to the lshmaelites' A. Cf. Jashar (ii. 1187-90). 
8. AndJet +'not' A•b. 
Ill. 1. and earth c d : > {3-d 5. 

holy e fl 51 : ' true ' A. 
3. ap&lta of Bellar dahn. Cf. Luke xxii. 31. 

clalm /J 51 : ' dement' c. . . , 
to afflict with every evil : text - ' unto every evil of affhcuon • 
they not c: 'no evil of tribulation' /J 51

• 

4 ap&lt c +•of the air' fl S1• Cf. Epb. ii. 2, 1 s: by the Lord ... love g (cf. c): 'by the love' ( +' of the Lord' 8-d g S
1

) 13-g S . 
6. Joeepb > bA•b• od«S1. 

father +'Jacob' bS1
• 

bis brethren c: 'bis sons' (3-b: 'our brethren' b. 
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THE TESTAMENTS OF THE T\VELVE PATRIARCHS 

7 not impute to them as sin r whatever evil they had done unto him 1. And thus Jacob cried o~t: My 
good child, thou hast prevailed over the bowels of thy father Jacob. And he embraced htm, and 
kissed him for two hours, saying: 

C /3 S1 

8 In thee shall be fulfilled the prophecy of heaven 
[ concerning the Lamb of God, and Saviour of the 
world], and that a blameless one shall be 
delivered up for lawless men,and a sinlessone shall 
die for ungodly men [in the blood of the cove­
nant, for the salvation of the Gentiles and of Israel, 

A 
In thee shall be fulfilled the prophecy of 8 

heaven which says that the blameless one shall 
be defiied for lawless men, the sinless one shall 
die for ungodly men. 

and shall destroy Beliar and his servants]. 
4 , See ye, therefore, my children, the end of the good man ? Be followers of his r compassion, there-

2 fore, with a good mind1, that rye also 1 may wear crowns of glory. For the good man hath not 
3 a tdark eye ; for he showeth mercy to all men, even though they be sinners. r And though they 

devise with evil intent concerning him, by doing good he overcometh evil, being shielded by God1 ; 

• and he loveth the righteous as his own soul. If any one is glorified, he envieth him not ; if any one 
is enriched, he is not jealous ; if any one is valiant, he praiseth him ; the virtuous man he laudeth ; 
ron the poor man he hath mercy; on the weak he hath compassion; unto God he singeth praises,. 

CA I fJ-aS
1 

5 And him that hath the grace of a good spirit As for him who hath the fear of God, he pro- 5 
he loveth as his own soul. tecteth him as with a shield ; him that loveth 

I God he helpeth ; him that rejecteth the Most 
High he admonisheth and turneth back ; and 
him that hath the grace of a good spirit he loveth 
as his own soul. 

5 r If, rtherefore, ye also 1 have a r good mind1, then will both wicked men be at peace with you, and 
the profligate will reverence you rand turn unto good ; and the covetous will not only cease from 

2 their inordinate desire, but even give the objects of their covetousness to them that are afflicted. If 
3 ye do well, even the unclean spirits will flee from you 1 ; and the beasts will dread you. rFor where 

there is reverence for good works and light in the mind, even darkness fleeth away from him.1 

• rF or 1 if any one does violence to a holy man, he repenteth ; for r the holy man 1 is merciful to his 
re,·iler, and holdeth his peace. 

C fJ-aS1 

5 And if any one betrayeth a righteous man, the 
righteous man prayeth: though for a little he be 
humbled, yet not long after he appeareth far 
more glorious, as was Joseph my brother. 

And if any one betrayeth a righteous soul, and 5 
the righteous man, though he prayeth, be hum­
bled for a .little, yet not long after he appeareth 
more glorious, even as was Joseph my brother. 

assincgA: >i9-gS1• 

done unto c: 'devised regarding' i9 81• 

7. And thus Jacob c,9-d: 'then Joseph ' A. 
child + ' Joseph ' b g A. 

8. For vicarious suffering, cf. 2 Mace. vii. 38 in pre-Christian times. 
a sinless i9 81 : ' the sinless ' c A. 
in the blood of the covenant. Heb. xiii. 20. 

IV. 1. end c,9 8: 'mercy ' A. 
crowns of glory : earliest reference. Cf. Rev. ii. 10; J as. i. 12; Ase. Is. vii. 22. 

2. hatJ:i not at dark .eye. Cf. Matt .. vi. 22, 23. But read perhaps ' hath a compassionate eye ' : er. T. Iss. iv. 6. 
3. devise with evil intent i9 81 : 'wish not well ' c. 

by doing good he c a d e f: ' he that doeth good ' i9 51• 

overcometh evil. Cf. Rom. xii. 21; T. Jos. xviii. 2; T. G. vi, vii. 
righteous i9 A 81 : ' unrighteous' c. 

4. laudeth A : ' loveth ' c : ' trusteth and laudeth ' ~a f. 
singeth prai11e& i9 : 'feareth' c. 

S· helpeth b : d e f g read 'runneth with' corrupt for • hath pleasure in', cf. Ps. xlix. 18 (LXX). 
V. 1. have . .. mind c i9 81 : 'are good' A. 

covetousness + ' which they had ' c. 
2. Cf. T. lss. vii. 7; T. D. v. I; T. N. viii. 4. 

. 3· reverence , . . light c : ' light of (' reverence for ' b) good works' a be f 51 • ' light a good work • d • , a p 
hght ' g. • • • ure 

4. holy : ' true ' A. 
repenteth. Cf. T. C. vi. 6. 

S· A has' and if a man insult a righteous soul, he is sorry, because he hath seen him humiliated and bath t d 
as was Joseph my brother'. , repen e , 
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THE TESTAMENT OF BENJAMIN 3. 6-7. 4 

6 1 The inclination of the good man is not in the power of the deceit of the spirit of Beliar, for the 
2 angel of peace guideth his soul. r And1 he gazeth not r passionately 1 upon corruptible things, nor 
3 gathereth together riches rthrough a desire of pleasure 1• He delighteth not in pleasure, rfhe grieveth 

not his neighbour], he sateth not himself with luxuries, he erreth not in the uplifting of the eyes,, for 
4 the Lord is his portion. The good inclination receiveth not glory r nor dishonour1 from men, and it 

knoweth not any guile, or lie, or fighting or reviling; for the Lord dwelleth in him and lighteth up his 
5 soul, and he rejoiceth towards all men alway. The good mind hath not two tongues, of blessing and of 

cursing, of contumely and r of honour 1, of sorrow and of joy, of quietness and of confusion, of hypocrisy 
and of truth, f of poverty and of wealth]; but it hath one r disposition 1 , uncorrupt and pure,concerning all 

6 men. It hath no double sight, nor double hearing ; for in everything which he doetb, r or speaketh, or 
7 seeth, he knoweth that the Lord looketh on his soul. And he cleanseth his mind that he may not 

be condemned by men as well as 1 by God. And in like manner the works of Beliar are twofold, 
and there is no singleness in them. 

c/3 S1 A 
7 1 Therefore, my children, I tell you, flee the 

malice of Beliar ; for he giveth a sword to them 
that obey him. 

Flee, my children, malice [ and fornication] ; 1 
for it giveth a sword to them that obey it. 

C bg /3-b g 51 

a And the sword is the mother 2. And the sword is the mother 
of seven evils. First the mind of seven evils. First the mind 
conceiveth through Beliar,t and conceiveth through Beliar: and 
first there is bloodshed; second- sometimes it brings forth first, 
ly ruin ; thirdly, tribulation ; bloodshed; secondly, ruin; third­
fourthly, exile; fifthly, dearth ; ly, tribulation ; fourthly, capti­
sixthly, panic; seventhly, de. vity; fifthly, dearth; sixthly, 
struction. panic; seventhly, destruction. 

A 
And the sword is the mother a 

of seven evils, and it receiveth 
(them) through Beliar. And 
first there is bloodshed (&c. as 
in C /J 51). 

3 Therefore was Cain also delivered over to seven vengeances by God, for in every hundred years 
the Lord brought one plague upon him. 

C I PA 
4 And when he was two hundred years old he When he was two hundred years old he began 4 

began to suffer, and in the nine-hundredth year to suffer, and in his nine-hundredth year he was 

VI. 1. inclination. See T. A. i. 3 (note). 
angel of peace. See T. D. vi. s (note); T. A. vi. 6. 

3. Perhaps A is right in the omissions. 
uplifting, &c. See T. lss. vii. a (note). 
Lord u his portion. Cf. T. Lev. ii. 12. 

4- recelveth not glory ... from men. Cf. John v. 41. 
lmowetti not > c. 
lighteth up his soul. Cf. T. G. v. 7. 
rejoiceth ... alway. C£ Phil. iv. 4-

5. tongues of blessing and of cursing. Cf. James iii. 10. 
of sorrow and of joy > c. 
[of poverty ... wealth]> A. 

7. he cleanaeth ... God. Cf. J Cor. xi. 31, 32. 
in like manner. 'and whoso doeth' A. 
works + 'of God and ' A. 
in them >tt-aAS1

• • • • 
vu. 1_2• See my Commentary in lo,., p. 2o6. R~d either (1), • Flee the ,mahce of B~har; for. t~e 1mnd 

conceiveth through Beliar, and is ~e mother of seven e
1
vJ!s; and first, &c., or (2) Flee the malice of Behar, for he 

iveth a sword to those who obey bun. And the sword (&c. as A). . 
g For the seven compare the eight pl~es of Sir. xi. 9; and seven of P1rke Aboth, v. I J. 

1 • giveth a sword to: 'is a sword m the hands of' A•. 
him c• 'it' fjS1

• mal' f B I' 'd 
2. the ~ . . . Bellar c {:J-d g 51 : • the mind conceiveth wickedness through the ice o e 1ar • 

sometimes afS1 : 'what •.• is' de. 
bloodshed. Read f/,l,11os for t/,86110f. Cain's first evil was murder. 
rum . . . We expect 'panic ' h1:re. , See notes in Commentary, P· 20'] • 

deatraction : text reads • desolation , fold I · I d t G · 
5 24 tells of a sevenfold vengeance on Cain's slayer. Here the seven pena ty 1s trans erre. o cat+him~t· cC:ntrast jub. iv. 1. 31, which puts .his death in his 86oth year. Is Lamech here regarded as Cam's 

)a ? C£ Book of Adam and Eve Ii. 13; Jalkut 1. 38, &c. . . 1 ier two hundred years. Cain was thirty to thirty-five when he slew Abel, according to Jub. 1v. 2. 
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C 

he was destroyed. .For on account of Abel, his 
brother, with all the evils was he judged, but 
Lamech with seventy times seven. 

{3A 
destroyed [at the Flood], on account of Abel, his 
righteous brother. With the seven evils, there­
fore, was Cain judged, but Lamcch with seventy 
times r seven 1. 

5 Because for ever those who are like Cain rin envy and hatred of brethren 1, shall be punished r with 
the same judgement 1. 

C {3 5 1 

8 1 And do ye, my children, flee evil-doing, envy, 
and hatred of brethren, and cleave to goodness 

2 and love. He that hath a pure mind in love, 
looketh not after a woman with a view to fornica­
tion ; for he hath no defilement in his heart, 
because the Spirit of God resteth upon him. 

A 
Do ye, therefore, my children, flee evil-doing 1 

and cleave to goodness. For he that hath it a 
looketh not on a woman with a view to fornica­
tion, and he beholdeth no defilement ; for there 
resteth upon him a holy spirit. 

3 For I as 1 the sun is not defiled by shining on dung and mire, rbut rather drieth up both and driveth 
away the evil smell1 ; so also the pure mind, though encompassed by the defilements of earth, 
rather cleanseth (them) and is not itself defiled. 

9 1 And I believe that there will be also evil-doings among you, from the words of Enoch the right­
eous: that ye shall commit fornication with the fornication of Sodom, and shall perish, all save a few, 
and shall renew wanton deeds with women ; and the kingdom of the Lord shall not be among you, 
for straightway He shall take it away. 

c/3 S1 

2 Nevertheless the temple of God shall be in 
your portion, and the last (temple) shall be more 
glorious than the first. And the twelve tribes 
shall be gathered together there, and all the 
Gentiles, until the Most High shall send forth 
His salvation in the visitation of an tonly-

3 begotten propht!t. [ And He shall enter into the 
(first] temple, and there shall the Lord be treated 
with outrage, and He shall be lifted up upon 

4 a tree. And the veil of the temple shall be rent, 
and the Spirit of God shall pass on to the Gen-

A 
But in your portion shall be His inheritance. a 

And on account of the temple of the Lord,Jacob 
exalted me that I should be glorified through it. 
And the twelve tribes shall be gathered there and 
all the Gentiles. [ And the Lord shall be treated 3 
with outrage and set at nought. And He will 5 
depart from earth to heaven : for I knew how He 
is on earth and how in heaven, or what is His 
measure and place and way.] 

[at the Flood], impossible on any chronology; even the Samaritan (1307 A. M.). 
With the aev~ evils ad g A: 'in the 700 years' bef. Onkelos and Ps. Jon. on Gen. iv. 15 (contrast on 

v. 24) say he was pumshed for seven generations. See my Commentary, p. 208. 

VIII. 1-2. A seems more original, though shorter. 
2. Cf. Matt. v. 28. 

hath . . . in his heart c {:J S : ' beholdeth' A, not so good. 
3· by shining on f: 11'p0Vt)(ll>lf c ~f A S1• 

cleanseth: text corruptly reads 'buildeth up'. 

IX. 1. that ... among you: 'also doings' c, defective. 
from .•• righteous c ,9-d S1

: 'for I have learnt from the book of the words,' &c. d: • for I have beard from 
the words of our fathers ' A. 

ab~ renew wanton deeds: ' an~ again ye ( > A) shall be renewed unto ..• deeds ' ( • unto . .• deeds• > c) c A. 
. straightway He fJ S1

: 'the upnght' (cM«is) A'• b h: 'an upright man' Ab• o d (i.e. David shall take the 
kmgdom from Saul) : > c. 

2. Th«: text of c{:JS1 i~ better •. The second temple is more glorious (cf. Haggai ii. 9) and under John Hyrcanus the 
twelve tnbes met there 1n worship. ' 

the temple . : . in your portion. ~ Onkelos and Ps. Jon. on Gen. xlix. 27. 
all the Gentiles. The M~_ccabean triumphs lead to the hope of a general conversion of the Gentiles in the 

5e<:~nd c~tury B.c. er. T. S. vu. 2. See my e0Jn.!!1entary, ~P· 21'?! 2u. The Testaments are strongly tinged with 
unl\e~1sm. ~od understands all .men, T. N. 11. s (cf. S1r. xvn. 3). The Law is given to lighten every man, 
T. L. xiv. 4. M1cha1:l ~ar~s all the !1ghte.ous, T. L. v. 7 (f:J AP S1) • 

... Ap~t fro_m Chns~ian interpol~~1ons hke T . ..Jos. xix. 11,. the salvation of the Gentiles is taught in T. L. iv. 4, 
v111. 14, 11. 11 , T. S. v1. S; T. N. v111. 3; T. A. vu. 3; T. D. v1. 7; T. Jud. xxv. s; T. B. ix. 2, x. 5. 

an .. :tonly-begotten prophet #-b: 'His only begotten Son' c. Read 'beloved' for • only begotten' as 
T. L. v111. 1.s, .' belov1:d. as a prophet ofth~_Most High.' ' 

3-5. <;hnsttan additions. er. Luke xvm. 32; Mark ix:12. 
4. veil of the temple, &c. Cf. Matt. xxvii. 51. 

pass on to c {:f-b d : ' ascend' b S1 : ' descend' d. 



THE TESTAMENT OF BENJAMIN 7. 4-10. 10 

c{J S1 A 
5 tiles as fire poured forth. And He shall ascend 

from Hades and shall pass from earth into 
heaven. And I know how lowly He shall be 
upon earth, and how glorious in heaven.] 

10 1 Now when Joseph was in Egypt, I longed to see his figure rand the form of his countenance 1 ; and 
through the prayers of Jacob my father I saw him, while awake in the daytime, even his entire 
figure exactly as he was. 

2 r And when he had said these things, he said unto them 1 : Know ye, therefore, my children, that 
I amdying. 

3 
C 

Do ye, therefore, truth each one to his neigh­
bour, 2.nd keep the law of the Lord and His 
commandments. 

fJ A S1 

Do yt:, therefore, truth and righteousness reach 3 
one to his neighbour1, and judgement unto con­
firmation, and keep the law of the Lord and his 
commandments. 

4 '!or these things do ~ leave you instead of inheritance. Do ye also, rtherefore 1, give them to your 
5 ch!ldren for an everlastmg possession; for so did both Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob. For all these 

thmgs they gave us for an inheritance, sayinp;: Keep the commandments of God, until the Lord 
6 shall reveai His salvation to all Gentiles. r And then shall ye st:e Enoch, Noah, and Shem, and Abra­

ham, and Isaac, and Jacob, rising on the right hand in gladness. 

c{J S1 A 
7 Then shall we also rise, each one over our tribe, Then shall we also rise, each over our own 7 

worshipping the King of heaven, [who appeared tribe, and we shall worship the heavenly King. 
upon earth in the form of a man in humility. 
And as many as believe on Him on the earth 

8 shall rejoice with Him]. Then also all men shall 
rise, some unto glory and some unto shame. 

And the Lord shall judge Israel first, for their 
unrighteousness; (for when He appeared as God 
in the flesh to deliver them they believed Him 

9 not]. And then shall He judge all the Gentiles, 
(as many as believed Him not when He appeared 

IO upon earth]. And He shall convict Israel through 
the chosen ones of the Gentiles, even as He 
reproved Esau through the Midianites, who 
tdeceived their brethren, [ so that they fell into 
fornication, and idolatry ; and they were alienated 
from God], becoming therefore children in the 
portion ofthem that fearthe Lord. 

5. Hadescbdg: 'people'efS'. 
And I know ... beaven>cAb•ode11. 

Then shall we all be changed, some into glory I'> 
and some into shame ; for the Lord judges Israel 
first for the unrighteousness which they have 
committed. 

And then so (shall He judge) all the Gentiles. 9 

And He shall convict Israel through the Io 

chosen Gentiles, as He convicted Esau through 
the Midianites who loved their brethren. Be ye 
therefore, my children, in the portion of them 
that fear the Lord. 

X. 1. > c. Restore to beginning of ii. 1. . . h L d, A' •ca 
3. and judgement unto confirmation > a A ab b ; ' and judgement unto faith m t e or · 
4- leave c: 'give' A: 'teach' {:jS1

• 

5. Keep . . .. ofG~~: 'So do ye'~ 
to all Gentiles : in all the earth A. . . ( f E · · 1 ·.. ) 

6-?, The Testaments give a primitive view ~~ the resurrec!1on to this present earth c . I n. v1:xxxv1, xxxm-:xc , 
transformed gradually to sinlessness (T. L. xvm. 9), of the nghteous. Note the. order of ~~urrectlon. Cf. v. ~, cf. 
also T. Jud. xxv. 4 ; Dan.xii. 1, 2. The risen enter Eden, and eat of the tree of hfe, T. L.xv111. 10, 11,and dwell m the 
New Jerusalem, T. D. v. 12. 

6. Shem fJ-d S1 : ' Seth' c. Cf. T. S, vi. 5. 
on the right band BA S1 : • on His right hand ' c. Cf. Matt. xx:v, 33, 34· 

7. over our tribe > c. 
g shall rise cfJ S: 'shall be changed' A. . .. h h · h al · ' t shame Cf. Dan xii 2 Contrast I En. lxxxiii-xc; 2 Mace. v1-v11 w ere t e ng teous one are to nse. 

some un o . · · · · H' , Q dS' their unrighteousness c: 'the unrighteousness (done) unto un ,.,- , 
God in the flesh c + ' a deliverer ' (:J. • • 

10. Israel is judged by Gentile standards. c onuts this verse. 
And • · · Gentiles> A•bh, • d dd't· BS' fi to Num xxv as He convicted ••• loved, A has the better text. The corruption an a 1 10n n re ers , . 
therefore a A : 'not' fJ-a, corruptly. 
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11 If ye r therefore, my children 1, walk in holiness r according to the commandments of the Lord 1, ye 
shall again dwell securely with me, and all Israel shall be gathered unto the Lord. 

C fJ S1 A 
11 1 And I shall no longer be 1. And I shall no longer be And I shall no longer be 1 

called a ravening wolf on account called a ravening wolf on account called a tcaptain of robbers, and 
of }'Our ravages, but [a worker of your ravages, but [a worker at wolf, on account of your 
of the Lord distributing food to of the Lord, distributing food ravages. But one beloved of 2 

them that work what is good. to them that work what is good. the Lord, and a doer of the 
2 And there shall arise in the 2. And there shall rise up from good pleasure of His mouth. 

latter days] one beloved of the my seed in the latter times] one 
Lord, [ of the tribe of Judah beloved of the Lord, (hearing 
and Levi], a doer of His good upon the earth His voice] and 
pleasure in his mouth, [ with a doer of the good pleasure of 
new knowledge enlightening His will, [ enlightening with new 
the Gentiles]. knowledge all the Gentiles, even 

the light of knowledge, bursting 
in upon Israel for salvation and 
tearing away from them like a 
wolf, and giving to the syna­
gogue of the Gentiles. 

fJ 
3 Until the consummation of the age shall he be in the synagogues of the Gentiles, and among their 
4 rulers, as a strain of music in the mouth of all. And he shall be inscribed in the holy books, both 
5 his work and his word, and he shall be a chosen one of God for ever. And through them he shall 

go to and fro as Jacob my father, saying: He shall fill up that which lacketh of thy tribe]. 
C {JAS1 

12 1 And when he had said these things he stretched And when he finished his words, he said: 1 

2 out his feet. And died tin [ a beautiful) and I command you, my children, carry up my bones 
.3 good sleept. And his sons did as he had enjoined out of Egypt, and bury me at Hebron, near my 

them, and they took up his body and buried it fathers. So Benjamin died a hundred and 2 

4 in Hebron with his fathers. And the number (of twenty-five years old, at a good old age, and they 
the days) of his life were a hundred and twenty- placed him in a coffin. And in the ninety-first 3 
five years. year from the entrance of the children of Israel 

into Egypt, they and their brethren brought up 
the bones of their fathers secretly during the 
Canaanitish war; and they buried them in Hebron, 
by the feet of their fathers. And they returned 4 
from the land of Canaan and dwelt in Egypt until 
the day of their departure from the land of Egypt. 

n. according ... of c: 'before the face of'~ S'. 
securely : 'in hope' text, wrongly as LXX in Ezek. xxviii. 26, &c. 

XI. A is original and refers only to Benjamin. c adds a prophecy of the Messiah descended from Judah and Levi 
~ S1 transfers it to Paul. Cf. Tert. Adv. Marc. v. I (on Gen. xlix. 27). • 

1.l:'be'A. 
a worker ... what is good > A. 
di~buting food. Cf. LXX of Gen. xlix. 27, and 'dabit escarn ', Tertullian /, c. There the Mass. bas • divide 

the spoil'. 
2. one beloved of the Lord. Deut. xxxiii. 12, of Benjamin. Here c twists it into a reference to the Messiah 

For' the Beloved' .., Christ. See my ed. Ase. Isa. i. 4 (note). • 
of Bis mouth: 'in bis mouth' c : 'of His will' ~ A•b 51, Cf. Eph. i. 5. 
bursting in b eg{df): 'shining' a. 

S· through them ..• , my father ~: 'because of him', &c., e: ' because of him Jacob my father instructed me• b: 
> a d : ' because of this he puffed me up ' g. 

fill up that which lacketh. A phrase of St. Paul. Cf. 2 Cor. xi. 9, &c. 
tribebg: 'belly'def. 

XII. Here ~ A S1 is the better text, 
2. at a good ~.~d age fJ A S1 

: ' in a beautiful and good sleep• c. See T. z. x. 6. 
3. See T. G. v111. S (note). 

entrance . . . into : The text absurdir. reads ' exodus . . • from '. 
Canaaniti11h war fJ A S1. See T. S. viii. 2; T . G. viii. 5. 

4· f S1 add at the close: 'Benjamin, the twelfth son of Jacob, the second son of Rachel, lived 125 years.' 
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APPENDIX I 

TRANSLATION OF A LATE HEBREW TESTAMENT OF NAPHTALI, WHICH 

CONTAINS FRAGMENTS OF THE ORIGINAL TESTAMENT 

These fragments are in italics, and their parallels in the original Testament given in the margin. 

Tms IS THE TESTAMENT OF NAPHTALI, SON OF JACOB. 

1 1 The Testament of Naphtali, Naphtali the son of Jacob *whom Bilhah the handmaid of Rachel 
had borne him 1 

[tke wrestlings of God].2 When Napht~li had grown old, and had come to a good T. Naph. 
old age, and had complete~ his years of s!rength, and fulfilled the duty of the eaith-born man, he i. 6 
began to command hts children, and he said unto them,' My children, come and draw near and 

2 receive the commands of your father.' And they answered and said unto him,' Lo, we hearken to 
3 fulfil .all that thou co~mandest us.' And he said unto them, ' I do not command you concerning T. Jos. 

my silver, nor concerning my gold, *nor all my substance a that I leave unto you here under the sun, xi. 6 
nor do I command you any difficult thing which you may not be able to accomplish, but I speak to 

4 you about an easy matter, which you can fulfil.' And his sons answered and replied a second time, 
5 and said, ' Speak, 0 father, for we listen.' He said unto them, ' I give you no command save in 
6 regard to the fear of the Lord : Him shall ye serve, and to Him shall ye cleave.' They said unto 

him, ' What need hath He of our service?' He said unto them, ' It is not that He hath need of 
any creature, but that all creatures of the world have need of Him. But He hath not created the 
world for nought, but that His creatures should fear Him, and that none should do to his neighbour 

7 what he doth not like for himself.' They said unto him, ' Our father ! hast thou forsooth seen us 
8 departing from thy ways, or from the ways of our fathers, either to the right or to the left? ' He 

said unto them, ' The Lord and I are witnesses that it is even as ye say; but I dread that which is T. Levi 
to come, lest ye go astray afte1· the gods of strange nations, and walk according to the ordinances of xix. 3 
the peoples of the lands, and lcstyejoitt the children of Joseph instead of the children of Levi andT. Naph. 

9 tlte children of :Judalz.' They said unto him, ' What dost thou see that thou commandest us in this vii. 2 

10 wise?' He said unto them,' Because I know that one day the children of Joseph will depart from 
the Lord, the God of their fathers, and cause the children of Israel to sin, and to be banished from 
the good land into another that is not ours, as we have been exiled through his being a bond•servant 
in Egypt. 

2 1, 2 ' Fuither, I will tell you tlte 'llision I saw, when I was pasturing the flock. I saw, and lo, my T. Naph. 
twelve brothers were pasturing with me in the field; and lo, our father came and said to us, "My v. 1-3 

3 children, run and seize ye, each *before me,' what comes to his portion." We answered and said unto 
4 him," What shall we seize? lo, we see nothing but the sun, moon, and the i,tars.'' *He said unto 

them," (Take hold) of them.'' 4 When Levi heard it he seized a staff in his hand, and jumped upon 
5 tlte su,i and sat and rode thereon. And when Judah saw it, he did likewise; and he seized a staff, 
6 and sprang upon the moon, and rode thereon. So did *all the II tribes ; each rode upon his star and 
7 his planet in the heavens; and Joseph only remained alone upon the earth. Jacob our father said 

unto him, "My son, why hast thou not done as thy brothers?" He said unto him, " My father, 
what have they 1 that are born of woman to do in the heavens, as in the end they must needs stand 
upon the earth ? " . . . . . 

3 1 ' Whilst Joseph was speaking, lo, there stood near him a huge bull with great wings lt'ke tlte wings T. Naph. 
2 of a stork, and his ltorns were ltuge like the homs of the Reem. And Jacob said to him, ''Getup, v. 6 
3 my son Joseph and ride upon him." And Joseph got up and mounted upon the bull. And Jacob 
4 our father dep~rted from us. For about four hours Joseph gloried in the bull-at times he walked 

and ran, at times lte flew up with him, till he ~ame near t? Judah, and Joseph ~tretche~ ou~ the v. 7 
5 standard he had in his hands and began to smite Judah his brother. Judah said to him, My 

1 only in P. 2 A gloss from Gen. xxx. 8. 
• For '"lE>!:i read with T. Naph. v. 2, ,cara au11ap.u,, n;, •c!,, 
s PJ. >A. • A. 'the nine' PJ . 

. 161 

3 J; also in A in a corrupt form. 
The n;, could fall out before the following inK !,.:::,, 

' PJ. 'he' A. 
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6 brother, why dost thou smite me ? " He said unto him, "Because tho~ boldest in thy hands twe!ve 
7 staves, and I have only one; *give me ten,1 and there shall be peac~. ~ut ~udah refused to give 

them to him, and Joseph beat him till he had taken from him ten against his will, and only two we~e 
8 left with Judah. Joseph then said to his ten brothers, " Wherefore run ye after Judah and Levi? 
9 Depart from them and follow after me.'' When his brothers hear~ Jose~h's words, they de~art«:<I 

from Levi and Judah as one man, to follow Joseph, and there remained with Jud~ onlf BenJam!n 
10, 11 and Levi. When Levi beheld this, he descended from the sun full of trouble of spmt. Joseph ~td 

12 to Benjamin his brother, '· Benjamin, my brother! Art thou not my b~other? Come thou also with 
me." But Benjamin refused to go with Joseph his brother. And 1t came to pass when the day 
drew to an end, lo, there arose a mighty storm, which separated Joseph from his brothers, so that 

13 no two were left together. When I beheld this vision, I related it to Jacob my father, and he said 
unto me," My son, it is only a dream, which will neither ascend nor descend, for it hath not been 
repeated."' . . . . 

4 1 , 2 'But no long #me elapsed, when I saw another viszon . . Wlei'/.st w~ ~tootf all tog~tlter with 7acob T. Naph. 
our fatlzer on the shore of the Great Sea, behold a ship came sazlmg m the middle of the sea vi. 1-3. 

3 witlwut a sailor and a man (pilot). Our father said to us," Do ye see what I am seeing?'' We 
• said unto him," We see it.'' He said unto us," Do what ye see me doing." Thereupon Jacob our 
5 father took off his clothes, and threw himself into the sea, and we all followed him. And the first 
6 were Levi and Judah, and they jumped in(to the ship), and Jacob with them. And behold in that 
7 ship there was all the goodness of the world. Jacob our father said unto them," Look at what 

is written on the mast ; for there is no ship on which the name of the master is not written 
8 on the mast.'' Then Levi and Judah looked, and saw, and behold there was written," This ship 
9 belongs to the son of Berachel, and all the good therein." When Jacob our father heard that, 

he rejoiced very much, and bowed down, and thanked God. He said," Not enough that He has 
10 blessed me on earth, He has blessed me on the sea too!" Then he said unto us," My children, 
11 quit yourselves like men, and whatever each one of you seizes, that shall be his share." Thereupon 
12 Levi sprang to the big mast therein and sat upon it. The second after him, Judah, also leapt 
13 to the second mast, which was next to Levi's mast, and he also sat thereon. And the rest of 

my other brothers took each his oar, and Jacob our father grasped tlte two rudders to steer the vi.•· 1• ship by them. And Joseph was left alone. Our father said unto him, IC My son Joseph, take 
15 thou also thine oar." But Joseph refused. When my father saw that Joseph refused to take 

his oar, he said unto him, '' Come here, my son, and take one of the rudders which I hold in 
t6 my hands, and steer the ship, whilst thy brothers row with the oars until you reach land." And 

he taught each one of us, and said unto us, " Thus ye shall steer the ship, and ye will not be 
afraid of the waves of the sea, nor of stormy winds when they shall arise against you." 

5 r, 2 'And when he had made an end of commanding us, lte disappeared from us. And Joseph took 
both the rudders, one with the right hand and one with the left, and the rest of my brothers were 

3 rowing, and the ship sailed on and floated over the waters. And Levi and Judah sat upon the two 
• masts to look out which way the ship was to take. As long as Joseph and Judah were of one mind, 

and Judah showed to Joseph which was the right way, Joseph directed thither the ship, and II the 
5 ship sailed on peaceably without hindrance. And after a while a quarrel arose between Joseph and 

Judah, and Joseph no longer steered the ship according to the words of his father and the teaching 
of Jud~; and the ship went a wrong course, and tlte waves of tlu sea daslted it on a rock, so tkat T. Napb. 
llte slttp was broken up. vi. 5. 

6 1 
' Then Levi and Judah descended from the masts to escape for their lives, and as for the rest of 

2 the brothe~s, we escaped for our lives to the shore. An~ behold there came Jacob our father, and 
3 found us dispersed, one here, and another there. He said unto us, '' What is the matter with you 
• my sons? Perhaps you have not steered the ship as it ought, (even) as I commanded you?" And 

we said unto him, IC By the life of thy servants, we have not departed from anything that thou bast 
commanded us ; but Joseph transgressed against the command ; for he did not steer the ship 
according !O thy command, and as he was instructed by Levi and Judah, for he was jealous of them.'' 

5 And he said unto us," Show me the place (of the ship)." And he saw and behold the tops of the 
6 ~ts were visible, and behold it was floating upon the surface of the water. And my father 
7 wh1s~ed, and we all gathered round him. And he cast himself into the sea as before and he 
8 repa!red the shiJ?, And he reproved Joseph, and said unto him, " My son, thou shalt ~ot again 

deceive (nor) be Jealous of thy brothers, for they were nearly lost through thee." 
7 r 'And when I recounted this vision to my father, he smote his hands together and sighed and his 

2
• 3 eyes shed tears. And I waited till I was ashamed, but he spake no word to me. So I took the 

1 PJ. 'Come now, give them to me•, A. 1 A"; >APJ. 
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h~d of my father to embrace it ~d to kiss it, and I said to him, " Oh servant of the Lord ! why do 
4 thine eyes shed tears?" He said unto me, " My son, because of the repetition of thy vision my 

heart has sunk within me, an!1 my body is confounded by reason of Joseph my son, for I loved him 
above you all ; and for the wickedness of my son Joseph you will be sent into captivity, and you will 

5 be scattered among the nations. For thy first and second visions are both one and the same vision. 
6 Therefore I command you not to unite with the sons of Joseph, but only with Le,.,i and '.lttdah." .··· 

8 1 ' Further, I tell you my lot shall be in the best of the middle of the earth, and ye shall eat and be nu. 
2 

2 satisfied with its delights. I warn you not to kick in your fatness, and not to rebel, and not to (Deut, 
3 oppose the command of the Lord, who satisfies you with the good things of His earth. And do not xxxii. 

forget the Lord your God, the God of your fathers ; Who was chosen by our father Abraham when 15.) 
4 the nations were divided in the time of Phaleg. For at that time the Lord, blessed be He, came down 

from His highest heavens, and brought down with Him seventy ministering angels, Michael at their 
5 head. He commanded them to teach the seventy families which sprang from the loins of Noah 
6 seventy languages. Forthwith the angels descended and did according to the command of their 

Creator. But the holy language, the Hebrew language, remained only in the house of Shem and 
Eber, and in the house of Abraham our father, who is one of their descendants. 

9 1 'And on that day Michael took a message from the Lord, and said to the seventy nations, to each 
2 nation separately: cc You know the rebellion you undertook, and the treacherous confederacy into 

which you entered against the Lord of heaven and earth, and now choose to-day whom you will 
3 worship, and who shall be your intercessor in the height of heaven.'' Nimrod the wicked answered 

and said, "For me there is none greater than he who taught me and my people in one hour the 
4 language of Kush." In like manner also answered Put, and Migraim, and Tubal, and Javan, and 

Mesech, and Tiras ; and every nation chose its own angel, and none of them mentioned the name of 
5 the Lord, blessed be He. But when Michael said unto Abraham our father, "Abram, whom dost 

thou choose, and whom wilt thou worship? " Abram answered, " I choose and select only Him 
who said, and the world was created; Who formed me in the womb of my mother, body within body ; 
Who placed in me spirit and soul ; Him I choose, and to Him I will cleave, I and my seed, all the 
days of the world." 

10 1 'Then the Most High dispersed the nations, and apportioned and allotted to every nation its share 
2 and lot. And from that time all the nations of the earth separated themselves from the Lord, blessed 

be He ; only the house of Abraham remained with his Creator to worship Him ; and after him Isaac 
3 and Jacob. Therefore, my sons, I conjure you not to go astray and worship any other god than 
4 Him whom your fathers have chosen. For know assuredly that there is none like unto Him, and 

no other who can do as He or like His works in heaven and on earth, and there is none who can do 
5 wonders like unto His mighty deeds. A portion only of His power you can see in the creation of 
6 man ; how many notable wonders are there not in him? He created him from head to foot ; with 

his ears he hears, and with his eyes he sees, and with his brain he understands, and with his nose be 
smells, and with his wind-pipe he brings forth his voice, and with his gullet he absorbs food and T. Naph. 
drink, and with his tongue he speaks, and with his mouth he completes (?) ; with his hands he does ii. 8 
his work, and witk his keart lu reckons, a1td with his spleen lte lauglu, and with his liver lze is angry ; 
and his maw giinds, and wit~ his feet be walks, a!1d !tis lffngs are for /Jreathing, a11tl ~y his reins ~ze 

7 is couns1lled. And none of his members changes its function, but every one keeps to its own. It 1s 
8 therefore proper for man to lay to ~eart all th~e things, Who hath created him, B.!10: Who it !5 that 

hath wrought him out of an ill-smellmg drop 1 m the w?mb o~ the WOf!lan, and Who 1t 1s that bn!1geth 
him out into the light of the world, and Wh~ hath g1vei:i him th~ s1g~t of ey~ and the walking '?f 
the feet and Who causeth him to stand upright, and bnngeth him nigh to his Creator and to Hts 
place, ~d hath prepared good deeds for him in the. place of insight, and hath poured into hi~ .a 

9 living soul and a pure spirit from Himself. Blessed 1s the man who does not defile the holy spmt 
of God which bath been put and breathed into him, and blessed is he who returns it to its Creator 
as pure as it was on the day when He entrusted it (to him).' 

10 Thus far are the words of Naphtali, the son of Israel, with which he admonished his sons, *with 
words sweeter than honey.1 

1 The phrase is found also in the Pirke Aboth, iii. 1. 1 Emended. See my 'fe:rt. 



APPENDIX II 

TRANSLATION OF ARAMAIC AND GREEK FRAGMENTS OF AN ORIGINAL 
SOURCE OF THE TESTAMENT OF LEVI AND THE BOOK OF JUBILEES 

CAMHRIDGE ARAMAIC FRAGMENT. 

Col. a. 
1 ••• from ... daughter ... that all ... to do according to rig.ht in ... Jacob my father, and . saw 
... and we said to them ... they desire our daught~r, and we will be all br5ethre~) and c?mpan!o.ns. 

2 Circumcise the foreskin of your flesh and appear (hke us), and be sealed hke us m the circumc1s1on 
of ... and we will be to y(ou) b(rethren). 

Col. b. 
3 ... my brother at every time, ... that were in Shechem ... my brother and Dan sho~ed •.. in 

Shechem and what ... (doers) of violence, and Judah showed them ••. that I and Simeon my 
brother went to him ... to Reuben our brother, who ... Judah (?) before (that he le}ft the sheep ... 

BODLEIAN ARAMAIC FRAGMENT. 

4 [ Col. a] ... peace, and all the desirableness of the first-fruits of the earth, all of it for food and _for 
dominion ; the sword, fighting and battle and slaughter and trouble and !"9-ge and murder and famine. 

a Sometimes thou shalt cat, and sometimes thou shalt be hungry; sometimes thou shalt labour, and 
sometimes thou shalt rest ; sometimes thou shalt sleep, and sometimes the sleep of the eye shall 

6 depart. Now behold how he has made thee greater than all, and how I give thee the greatness of 
7 everlasting peace. And two weeks passed from me, and I awoke from my sleep. Then I said : Tiu T. Levi 

Qne vision is even as tlu otlur. 1 wondered that all the vision should be (given) to him. And I hid viii. 18 
B this also in 1ny heart and revealed it to no ma11. And I went to my father Isaac, and he also in like viii. 19 
9 manner (blessed) me. Then when Jacob saw (in regard to the twelve) all that should happen to him 

according to his vow, (and how that) I was first at the head of (the priesthood), and to me of all his 
sons he had granted the offering, (he gave thanks) to God, and clothed me with the garment of the 
priesthood, and (jil)l~d my hands,1 and I became a priest to God ... , and I offered all his offerings, viii. 10 

10 and blessed my father in my life, and blessed all my brethren. Then they all blessed me, and father 
11 also blessed me, and I finished [Col. b] offering his offerings in Bethel. And we went from Bethel, 
u and lodged in the castle of Abraham our father, with Isaac our fatlur. And Isaac our father saw us ix. 1, 5 
13 all, and he blessed us and rejoiced. And when he knew that I was priest of the Most High God, 

the Lord of heaven, he began to charge me, and to leack me Ike rights of the priestluJod, and said to iz. 7 
14 me,' Levi, take heed to thyself, my son. my son, against all defilement and all sin. Thy rights are 
1 a greater than those of all flesh. And now, my son, I will show thee the rule of the truth, and will not hide 
16 from thee any matter to inform thee in the rights of the priesthood. First, take /teed to thyself, my ix. 9 
17 son, against all lust and uncleanness, and against all fornication. And do t/101t lake to thyself a wife iz. 10 

of my family, and defile not thy seed with harlots ; for thou art a holy seed, and holy is thy seed 
18 like the holy place, for a holy priest art thou called among all the seed of Abraham. Tl,,ou art nigh ii. 10 

to (God) and nigh to all His holy ones. Now be thou pure in thy flesh from every defilement of all Uub. xx1. 
men. 16) 

19 [Col. c] And wlun thou risest up to enter tlu *luJuse of God,S waslt. thyself with water, and then ix. 11 
20 clothe thyself with the garment of the priesthood. And when thou art clothed, again wash thy 
21 hands and thy feet, before thou offer anything on the altar. And when thou takest to offer all that 
22 is fitting to offer on the altar, again wash thy hands and thy feet. And offer the split logs, and 

prove them first (free) from worms, and then offer them; for thus I saw Abraham my father taking 
23 heed. Of all the twelve kinds of wood, he told me that those of them are fitting to burn on the ix. 12 
24 altar whose smoke goes up with a sweet savour. And these are their names :-cedar, and bay, and 

almond, and fir, and pine,3 and mountain ash, and cypress, and fig, and olive, and laurel, and myrtle, Qob. xxL 
12) 

1 So Jub. xxxii. 3, 'His father clothed him in the garments of the priesthood, and filled his hands.' 
• Gk. J,'rag. and T. Lev. ix. 11 give ' the sanctuary•. 

Te.~t reads' thorns• (Nm~) corrupt for K''~"" 'pine'. 
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25 and aspalathus.1 These are they which he told me it was right to offer under the sacrifice on the 
a~tar. And when (thou hast P!aced) of.the wood of these (trees) on the altar, and the fire begins to 

26 kandle (Col. d'J them, then begin to sprmkle the blood on the sides of the altar. And again wash 
27 thy hands .and thy feet from the blood, and begin to offer up the limbs, salted. Offer the head first, 
28 and upon 1t spread the fat, and let there not be seen on it the blood of the offering of the bull And 

after it the neck, an~ afte~ the neck. its forelegs,. and after its forel.egs the breast with the side, and 
a~cr the legs ~he thigh with the spme of the lom, and after the thigh the hind-legs washed together 

29, 30 with th«: entrails. Ar:td let all. be s31lted with ~t as is ~tting for th~m according to their need. And 
after ~his the meal mingled with oil, and after 1t all, wme of the drmk-offering; and bum on them 
frankmcense ; and let all thy works be in order, and all thy offerings be pleasing(?), for a sweet 

31 sa~our before the. Most .Hi~h God. . And whatsoever thou doest, do it in order by measure and 
weig~t ; add nothing which 1s not fitting, and fall not short of the account of what is fitting (?) con-

32 cemmg (?) the logs that are fitting to offer for all that goes up upon the altar. For the great 
bullock a talent of wood by weight; and if the fat alone is offered, six minas · and if it is a bull-calf 2 

which is offered . . . . ' 
Verses 32b-66 (found only in the Greek). 

33 And for the second bull fifty minas ; and for the fat alone, five minas. And for a great bullock 
34 (p.oaxov) forty minas. And if it be a ram or a he-goat that is offered, for such thirty minas and for 
35 the fat three minas. And if it be a lamb or a kid twenty minas ; and for the fat tw~ minas. 
36 And if it be a lamb without blemish of the first year, or a kid of the goats, fifteen minas ; 
37 and for the fat half a mina. And sprinkle 3 salt upon the great bull to salt its flesh, and offer 

it on the altar. One measure is fitting for the bull. And where there is a superfluity of salt, 
38 salt therewith the hide. And for the second bull five-sixths of the measure. And for the 
39 bullock (JJ.oO')(ov) the half of the measure. And for the ram half a measure, and for the he-goat the 
40 like measure. And for the lamb and the kid the third of the measure. And the meal that is fitting 

.p .p for them. For the great 4 bull and for the second bull and the bullock a measure of meal. And for 
' the ram and the he-goat two-thirds of a measure, and for the lamb and for the kid a third part of 

43 H a measure, and the oil. And the fourth of the measure for the bull mingled with this meal. And 
' for the ram the sixth of the measure, and for the lamb the eighth of the measure tand of the lambt. 

And as for the wine, pour a libation according to the measure of the oil on the bull and the ram and 
4.; the kid. Of frankincense six shekels for the bull, and the half thereof for the ram, and the third 
46 thereof for the kid, and (let) all the meal (be) mingled. If you offer this not upon (?) the fat, let 

there be offered upon it a weight of two shekels of frankincense. And the third of the measure is the 
4 7 third of the cphah. And the two parts of the bath and the weight of the mina are of fifty shekels. 

And of the shekel the fourth part is a weight.5 The shekel comes to be about sixteen thermoi 
48 (8Epµ.ol) and of one (and the same) weight. And now, my son, hear my words and give ear to my 

commands, and let not these my words depart from your heart throughout all thy days, because thou 
49 art a holy priest of the Lord. And all thy seed shall be priests. And to thy sons so give com-
50 mandment that they do according to this use 8 as I have shown thee. For so my father Abraham 
fiI commanded me to do and to give commandment to my sons. And now, my son, I rejoice that thou 
· hast been chosen to the holy priesthood, and to offer sacrifice to the Lord Most High, as it is 
52 befitting to do according to that which is ordained fo.r Him. When thou tak.est ~ sacrifice to offer 

before the Lord of any flesh, according to the reckonmg of the wood so receive (1t) as I command 
thee and the salt and the meal and the wine and the frankincense receive at their hands for all the 

53 ani~als. And always wash 7 thy hands and thy feet when thou goest to the altar,.and ~hen thou Jub. xxi. 
goest forth from the sanctuary let no blood touch thy garments. Thou shalt not tkmdle it the same i6-i8 = 

!H 55 dayt. And thy hands and thy feet wash continually from all flesh. A.nd let no blood be seen upon verses 
' 56 thee, tand every soul, t for the blood is the life (soul) in the flesh. And if thou preparest for thyself 8 

53-56 
any flesh at home to eat, cover its blood first in the earth before thou eatest of the flesh, ~n~ thou 

57 shalt not eat of the blood. For so my father Abraham commanded me; for so he found 1t m the Jub. xxi. 

5
s writing of the Book of Noah concerning the blood. And now, as I tell thee, my beloved son, thou 1 

· art beloved of thy father and holy unto the Lord Most High, and thou shalt be loved beyond all thy 

1 The list in the Aramaic practically agrees with that in Jub. xxi. 12. The Greek fragment diverges in 
omitting the almond and the olive, and adding the axiPOr. See my text of the Testaments, 249. 

J The Greek has 'the second bull' here and in verses 38, 41 . 
~ Emended. See my Text. 
• See verse 32. , , . , 
, Here follows in the text 8,pp.l,11 ti corrupt for 8,pp.co11 a = of four thermo1. 
4 ,cpluw""' t:ll)W. 

Verses 53-6 agree almost verbally with Jub. xxi. 16-18. . ~ • 
• MS. reads 01l0''7f urnVT011, which may possibly be emended mto 1ro111r u,aw,e. 
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s9 brethren. tBy thy seed shall be blessed in the earth,t and thy seed shall be enrolled in the book of 
60 the memorial of life unto all ages. And thy name and the name of thy seed shall not be blotted 
61 out unto all the ages. And now, my son Levi, thy seed shall be blessed upon the earth unto all the 
62 generations of the ages.' And when four weeks were fulfilled in the years of my life, i.e. in my 1:. Levi 

twenty-eighth year, I took 111110 myself a wife of the lineage of my father, even Mikah, the daughter of x!. 1 

63 Bethuel, the son of Laban, my mother's brother. And she conceived and bare me a first son, and xi. 2 

I called his name Gershom ; for I said that my seed would be sojourners in the land where I was 
64 born. We are sojoumers as . .. in tlte land. . . And in the case of the lad I saw in my vision that xi. 3 
6,; he would be cast out, he and his seed from the chief priesthood . . . . Thirty years old was I in. my 
66 life when he was born, and in the tenth month he was born towards sunset. And again she conceived 

and bare me about the time that is fitting with women, and I called his 11ame Koltatlt.1 xi. 6 

CA~rBRIDGE ARAMAIC FRAGMENT. 

66 [Col. c] (And it happen)ed about the ti(me of women that I was with her, and she concei)ved 
67 again (and bare me another son, and) I (call)ed his name (Kohath. And I saw) that to him xi. 5 

(would b)e the gatluring of all (the people, for) bis would be the high-(priest)hood (over all l s)rael. 
68 In the fo(11r and thirt)ieth year of my life was he born, in the fir(st) month, (on the fir)st day of the xi. • 
69 mo(nth), at sunrise. And again I was wi(th her), and site bare me a third son and I called his name xi. 7 

Merari,for it was bitter to me concerning him exceedingly, for as soon as he was born he died; and 
it was very bitter to me concerning him, becattse he was like to dt"e, and I besought and prayed for 

70, 71 him, and it was in all bitterness. In the fortieth year of my life site bare, in the third month. And 
72 again I was with her, and she conceived and bare me a daughter, and I made her name 7oclubed, xi. 8 

(for) I sai(d), as she hath borne to me honour, she hath home for me glory to Israel. In the sixty­
fourth year of my life site bare, in the first day of the seventh month, after that (Col. d.] we entered 

73 Egypt. In the sixte(enth) year we entered the land of Egypt, and to my sons (were given) the 
7 4 daughters of my brothers at the time . . . to them sons. The names of the sons of Gershon (Libnai xii. 1 2 

and) Shimei; and the names of the sons of K o(ltath, A mra)m and I zltar and Hebron and Uzsie/; xii. 3' 
75 (and the names of) the sot1s of Merari, Mahli and Musltai. (And) Amram (took) to him as wife xii. 4 
76 :Jocltebed my da1'gltter, while I was yet living in the 9(4)t.h year of my life. And I caJled the name 

of Amram, when he was born, Amram, for I said when he was born, this (child) (shall br)ing out the 
7 7 people from the (land of Eg)ypt. Therefore his name was called the exalted people. On one day xii. 4 
78 (were they born he) and Jochebed my daughter. Eighteen years old was I when I wentin(to tlu /)and xii. 5 

of Ca11aan, a11d (ni11e)teen years old wizen I slew She(cltem) and destroyed the workers of violence. 
79 A11d_ I was nine.teen years old wlten I became priest, and twenty-eigltt years old when I t(J()k to me 
So a.wife. A11d_ ngh~ and forty years old was I when we went into tlte land of Egypt, and eighty and 

nme years I hved m Egypt. 
81 f Col. 1] .And all th~ days of my life were 1(3)7 years, and I saw my sons of tlu tle(ird generation) xix. • 
82 betore I died. And in the (hundred and eigh)teentle (year) of my life, that is, the y(ear) in which xii. 6 7 

:Josef!k my brother died, I called (my) so(ns) and their sons, and began to charge them with aU that , 
was m my heart. 

83 And I answered and said to (my) sons: 
(Hear) the word of Levi your father, 
And hearken to the commands of God's beloved ; 

84 I give 7011 a charge, my sons, 
And I show you the truth, my beloved. 

85 Let the sum of your works be truth, 
And (let) righteousness abide with you for ever. 

86 And the tr(uth) •.• 
And to them the harvest is blessed. 

87 He that soweth good, reapeth good ; 
A11d he that sowetk evil, his seed retumeth upon him. 

88 And now, _my sons, a _book of instruction in wisdom teach your sons, 
And let wisdom be with you an everlasting honour. 

89 He tltat learneth wisdom, slu is an lto11our to ltim 
And whoso despiseth wisdom is given over to co~tempt. 

90 :My sons, behold :Josepk my /Jrotlter, 
Wlto gave instr11ction in the writings and discipline of wisdom. 

the ~o!th~:~c:':niti~;~ccu found in the Aramaic, but I have given the translation of the Greek, as the Aramaic is for 

xiii. I 

(Ps. cxix. 
160) 

xiii. 6 

xiii. 2 

xiii. 3 

xiii. 9 
xiii. 2 
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91 [Col./] ••• man • .• and increased (?) ••• to every co(untry) and city . . . to him brother •.• was xiii. 3 
in it, /ze is (not like) a stranger in it,* and not li(ke to) a stranger (in it),1 and not Jike an alien in it; 
for they all give him honour in it, for all desire to learn of his wisdom. xiii. 4 

92 His/riendsare many, 
And they that salute him are great ones. 

93 And on a seat of honour they place him, 
To kear the words of his wisdom. 

94 Great wealth of honour is wisdom. 
And a goodly treasure to all that get her. xiii. 7 

95 If there come mighty kings and much people, 
And an host and many horsemen and chariots with them, 
And take •• country mid city, 
And spoil all that is in them, 
Tlze treasures of wisdom tkey shall not spoil 
Nor find out her hidden things 
Nor.,. 

1 The form in the Aramaic varies. We have here duplicate renderings of the same Hebrew original. 
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