
TH E BOOK OF SIRACH 

IJ\:TRODUCTI O~ 1 

~ I. SIIORT J\CtOl '\T OF Tin: BOOK. 

111:'\-Sll:.,·~ l~ook of \\"isdom bclon!;,, together 1rith the Book of Job, a number of the Psalms, 
J'ro,·c-rbs, Ecck,ia,-,tcs, and the \\'bclom of S0lomon (so-called), to the f_ft,~·111alr or \\lisdom Literature 
nf till' J kbrell's. This liter.nure n:presenls the development of the crude philosophy of mon. 
anl"i<·ut times, a philo,ophr \\hich sought by means of prove1bs and fables to express the results of 
rcil,ctions couccrniug the g-eueral t1ucstions of life. Such proverbs and fables were not necessarily 
of .1 religious char.'\cter; see, e.g .. Judg. ix. ll 15 (jotham's parable), z Sam. v. 8, xx. 18; but they 
tended to l.icrnme ,o more and more (cp. Jcr. xxxi. 29, Ezck. x,·iii. ~); this is well exemplified by 
i;uch parables as tho~ contained in 2 Sam. xii. 1 4 r:-.;athan s parable of the ewe lamb), and Isa.,,. 
r ~ ,the parahle llf lh<.: ,incy;ud); and ullimalely all wis..: s,t)ings, upon what,oe,·er subjccts they 
Wl'l'e uttered, nme to ha,·e a relig'iuus content inasmuch :-is it was taught th;it al I wisdom emanated 
from God. Ben-Sira, therefore, as a constrnctor of 1rise sayings, belon~ed to the class of Sages or 
Jfaka111i111 t" w,,~ mLn ') who alre.rdr in the days of Jeremiah occupied a rccog'nized position alonf.,:­
side of the priest, .lm] the prophets: 'For the law shall not perish from the priest, nor counsel from 
the \\'i,c ((111kt1111), uor th<: word from the prophet' (J er. xviii. 18). So that in p1·cscnting his book 
10 his people he is mal in~ a justifiable claim when he s:trs: 

!, i11dud, came last ,if all, 
_·Js 011,· I/rat gkmu Iii njtrr tltc 1[rt1pc-gatlurcrs: 

I ,uh-a11ud b;· tire blcs.si11g ,f u'od, 
.·Jud fil!t-d Ill)' ,,•i11tp/'l'SS ,1s a .i.rnp,·-.:;at/1.,:n:r. 

(xxxiii. 1fi. 18 [= .r; xxxvi. 16• and xxx. 1:;·-2,]J. 
The claim is modestly urged ; but Ben-Sira. while whole-heartedly admitting his indebtedness to 
earlier sages, clearly reckons himself as one of the' gmpc-gatherers ', i.e. as one of the l:fakamim. 
like the authors of Proverbs and Fccle,;iastes, though rhe la~t in the succession . 

. \ noL\blc fLllure in our book is that it offus many examples of expanded proverbs; a little 
essay, as it \\'ere, is. const1 ucted on the basis of a proverb. .\ good example of this i, xxxviii. 24-
xx:..ix. 11 ; here the proverb, 0r kxt of the essay. is: 

Tiu wi.sdom ,>f th,· scrib, i11crmsNlr .-•isdum, 
,.J11d It, tltat /1at/1 litt/1• b11si11t•ss cn11 bcrt1111t wise. 

Tlwn Jlcn-Sir.t proceub to exp,niate upon these ,,ords br giving- a number of illustrations showing 
that those \\ho arc m:cupied \\'ith ordinary trades and professions cannot possibly find the requisite 
leisure which must be possessed by those ,, ho would acquire wil:>dom (xxxviii. 25-35}; and the 
css.,y ,u11ch1des with an eloquent desciiptio11 of the idc:1l s<.:cker after wisdom, thus presenting the 
positive side of hi, lhcsis. 

Althuug-h Ben Si,a exhibits no great sign~ of orig-inality there is plenty of indi\'iduality in hi~ 
ht>ok; this is ,hu\\ 11 chiefly (in addition to \\ hat has just been said about the expansion of the pro­
verb into the "'"'>·) by the use he makes of the Old Te~tament Scriptures. I le docs not merely 
quote from the Old Testament, but he utilizes the words and teaching of the inspired writers as th<.: 
:tuthuritr fur what he has to sar, and then proceeds lo set fonh his own ideas upon a given subject. 
/\11 in,trnctivc exampl<.: of this may be adduced. Ben-Sira's teaching on death and the hereafter is 
idemic.d \\ ith that of the Old Te~tamcnt, but in xii. 1 4 he offers some thoughts upon the subject 
of <kath II hich arL evidc.:ntly quite his own. I le shows that two views concerning death exist amon~ 

1 The two editors who arc responsible for Sirach as a v. hole, apart lrom the Prologue and ch. xlix (lhc notes on 
which were wnttcn in consultatron), shared the rest of the book between them as follows: 

\Ir. llo, ,, pnm;rnly rcspous,blc for H ,. 6, 7, .md 10 of the lntrndu,tion, .md for the commentary on ch,. i>:. L­
,iii. ~3, "' ,I, .,lii - ,1\·: Or. t >e,terlcy " J>r•marily responsible for §§ I, z. 4, S, ~. and 9 of the Introduction, and for 
the commcnt.lr)· on chs. i-,·iii, xiii. 24 ·xxix, xii, xhi xlviii, I. h. 
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men; to those~, h<'. arc livin{:' at e;isc· _.rncI p10,1=ritr the tlwu;;ht ur death i. hiller, hut it L, 11rlr11i1"' 
to such as ,tre 111 stckness and ad,crs1tr, ,,ho .trt: brnhn anil luvr lo,.t I .. 1~·. Th.-11 hl· i:uc"!I u11 tr, 
uttc~ a word of comfort to 1~0,~ lo who111 the lhm1;::ht of ,kath i, painful. by sarin,: th.n 11 1~ il, t: 
de,tmy of ,ti( men, and lh,tt 1t is the tkcn·c of the :\lll,t I l 1gh ; he c1,m:lu,k, hy re111in,li11;.: them 
abo that: 

!11 .\hr()/ th, rl' nrt 11,, rrprv,1d1er ro11ur11i11g ltfi·. 

For the rest, the ~ook cont;uns ,1 lar,:c _n,llt_LI ion of !1101,d m.1x1111> ,t111l ~.,ge u,u1tst:1, n·i:.mlin;.: 
,dmo,t everr concel\ablc emergency Ill life; 1f till' m;iJ011ty of theJ>C· :1ppc.1r tu l,c merely mural, ll 
has to be remembered. as alrc,Hly pointed uut, that t, llt-11-Si,.1 the app-H<:nllr most !'('(ul.ir f.Jrlll• 
of wisdom pa1takc of s,>1nethini.: rdigiuu, fu11d.11nent;dly, bet:,ll1'e .di \\i-,fom i, 111 it• multif,:,iuu, 
ilml varied expre,,sions ,u many offshoot, <Jf tht: llllC primn·,ll \\'btlu111 1'11 ,rh 1:111:111.it,, fn ... 111 r ir.,d. 
These maxim, and coun,el, arc appliu,ble to peuple in t·v,1')' c,mditiu1111f life .. , lar:;:c prupurtion ol 
them deals with the ordinarr, cvcrr-d.t)' n,l.1tiu11ships lwt\\eu1 111.111 and 11,an, 11 hcthc1 111 n~.ud tu 
thl I ich or the poor, the upprcs»cd, the mc111rncr,, &c .. &c.; rut .. , .,f n111rtcsr. '" h,"·in11r :it t:il,I . 
pulitencss. respect for one's better,. ;rnd 111a11r other ,in,il.,r lul'its .. ,bound. lkn-~11 •1·,. intiru.,t,· 
kno,\'ledge of human nature meets on<' at cvel'}' 111111, .111<! i, ,e1 t . .i11lr 011r: uf tht· 111o"t i11~tructi, e 
fe,tturcs uf the book. It was clcarlr llen-Siril', 11hjeLt, i11 11 rili11,: hi, b,.,k. tu pn:.,cnt 1 .. th,· J, \I i,h 
public of his day an authuritathc work of rcfl n nee t .. 1d1ich tt:<:1111r><· ,·ould II!' h.,d f, ., ..:uid,rnc< .rnd 
in-.tructio11 in c,·cry circum,tanct: of life. In d11i11g '"· howu·cr, lle11 ..,;,,, m:ike, il I11s i,:•r.:.il ,,i,11 1 .. 

set forth the superiority of Jmlai,111 111·.-r l lcllrni,111. Fur ,omc time i'""'•ll•I)" 1hc 11,·llrnktic 
~pirit had been affcct[ng the Jews !.,11th i11 !';destine and in tlw !Ji,pcr,1u11, ,ind th,,u;.:h th•T• \\.1, 
immt:nse :;:(lod in the wiJn mental h"1 izl•n li,,lered lir this ,pirit, rct thcll" t·,111 lrt· 11o, .J.,111,t th.it 
lldlenbm had ;1ss11mul a ckbasecl form in 1'.tle,tinc,1 ,u1d .1 trul' Jn, . ,uch a• J:rn-::-i, .1 11:1,. ii,.:h:Ir 
felt bound to oppose ib extension in thl" uesl war he could, na1ncly. l1y ulfl"1i,·:.: -<.,11,, !h1u:; h, :,._, 
in its place. :S.cverthelcs,, Ben-Sita 11a, himself not un;,ffe,·tnl by the I kl!,·nu gu1i1h. pn11,.1l,Ir 
uncon,ciouslr; and his :i.tlmiratiun for judai,m 11r th,· 1,rthutlu~. l1aditi,-n,d tri"' 1, 1211.tl,l,• t,1 l -:1,,.tl 
altogether the newer tendencies of thought Iir .. u;.:ln into exbtnKe thn,u;.:h th.it I ;,-c, 1-. cult,u,· I" 
which he, too, had become possc,scd. · The results of the pa~t and the bc;.:innings of a futm:c 
development ll'Cre still in ju:..:t.1po,itio11- 1uJL a111.tl~.1111.1tcd, out ;ts yet !lot ,.. I'"' ,t~d. '"" ,H•r, th, 1r 
further sequence, in view. Alike the clo,c of the old and the beginnings of the· new arc 5idc l,y 
,-ide in Ecd,sinsticus. The former rc,1cl1cs h.u~k to the c.1rly t1ml, of lsr:id's glory; the l,1\kr 
1101nts forward to that direction "hich was to find its home and centre, not in Pa!c,tine, uut in 
Alexandria.' The traces of the intlucn.:c of ( ;reek mode,, of thou;::ht to l.,e found in our book arc 
not ,-,ecn in definite form. but, as one would expect whue the influ~nc(' 11·;h at w .. ,k u11consciouslr, 
tht.)" arc to be discerned rather in the g-cncral outlook and concq1lio11 · 1dut is per hap, the mo~t 
,triking example of this b the wa) in "hich ,·irtue and lrnowlnl;.;e .,,,. idlntil1cd. II, s is ,, d1,ti11<1 
I lcllcnic trait. and is treated in the book a, axiomatic. In the pa.,t, human and di, inc wisdom h.1tl 
been rc:,:arded as opposed, 1d1erca,, O\\i11;.: Lu <;n;ek influt·11cc, lH>lh i11 ,,111 huuk .,n,1 111 the·\\ 1,tl, 111 
Literature g-c11erally, it is taught lhat 11"i,d11111 is the one thin!-! of ,di 11tl11:r, "ltid1 1, iud:,p<:n•.thl, t .. 
him who woulJ lead a godly lire. The c\'il or wickedness is rt"prc~cntc<l a, lying in the f.tct tint 
wickedness is foolishness, anJ therefore c:,,cnliallr "l'l'u,nl tu 11i,do111. On thl , ! hu h.,n,I. lh, 
Jews were faithful to the Law. the ordinances ufwhich wue binding l.,n:,111,c: it w,,,. thl' 11·1l;dul 
ll'ill of Goel ; and, therefore, in order to reconcile this olJ tl"itchin;.: "ith li11· 11, w 11.1< h,ni,.: th.,: 
wisdom was the chief requirement of the man uf 1eligion, wistl11m becaml' ide11t111t'd "nh tht' l..m : 
'The fc;ir of the Lord is the beginning of wisclom ': by the• fear of the J .orcl' is meant, of course, 
obedience to 11 is commands. i.e. the observance uf thL L1w. ·1 hese ,1urds l 0 Xp1n-., "hat ,s. 111t11oth 
the foundation-stone of the \ViS<.lom Literature .. md this identific.,tion bcl\\Cl'll \I :sdu111 and the J..1h 
formed the reconciling link between JuJai,m antl Ilclkni,111 in this dom,iin. '.\11wln:n· i, tin, 
idc1ttification more clearly brought out th.tn in the Book of \\'isdom .11111 in Sira, h. This iul;y 
cx?lains why Ben-Sira, folluwin~ herein. without doubt, many ,-ag.:s bct,>1 l' hi111, di\ ide, 111.111l..i11d 
into two categories, the wise anti the fo.,li,h, "hich cune~pond resl'ccti,clr 1<1 the ri;.:htcu11, and tbc 
wicked. 

But while there is no sort of d1111bt lh.tt trilces of I ldlenic inllucntl" ,Ire to Ul' d1,cenwd i11 the 
book. there is a danger which must be g1urdeJ a:,:ain,t of sc:eini,.: thrn1 \\here thl·~- du nut n,i,t 

1 
• \\'c ha1·c reason to belie, c that it "·" just in !i) ria that Htllcnism 1001.: " bases form. The ascetic d~-irnl 

which s;ncd its hbeny. frum r,rnkne,~ t,·mlcd ht:JC more th.m .111pd1c1c cl,r to l,c fur,.:uuc11 . I h~ ,::;inn.·> ilu.• t-h""•· 
the <l'lxrndonment of., hfc "hich r.,n riut in., r:r.1tlli1...1tiun of the.: ~t·tlk:!'i, ~111:ii ... cr or 111n~t" ri.:uncd. thl·'-tt 11:;iJc up, ... , 111~11. IJ 
of the llcllcnism which c..:h.moed the f.u.:e of ~)ri,l i11 the I.1st centuries lx:torc Chust 1 \He,·.m.J,·,.·u,J.11. u,r,l.r I 
11(:lr-priut:t, p. 41 ), 

• Edcrshe1m in the -'/1.1/,t, 's Co111111ml 1rJ·· 
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Jkn-Sira has here and there thou~ht~ which at first sight look like traces of I lellenic influence . 
but arc not ,o in rc.tlity, th.:y '\re imlcpcndmt parnllcls, but have not otherwise anything to J o 
with G red; cultmc. For cx:11npk. the fvllow ing might well ,tppcar at fi rst sight to be an echo of 
Epicurean philosophy: 

Ci;-r 1//II ti,;· sou! lo sorro.i•, 
1/ 11cl kt 1101 t/1;•sclf buo111e 1111st1·adiul ~-·it/, rrirt. 

I kart-;,,;· ts /Jfr fnr ll 1111m, 
.,/11d /111111a11 l{lnd11rss pro/011gcth days. 

F11t1a th;srlf a11d soot/re thin,· /1rarl, 
.,Ju.{ ba11i.rlt ,·r.rt1lio11 frm11 tlu.· · 

liJI J<1rrtr.,• ltat/1 slain 1111111;•, 

• /11d 1/1,n is 110 p,"fit 111 ~·r.n1fi(I//. 
Eu:)' ,111d t111grr s/wrt,·11 d,1;·s. 

,·/ fill n11x1a1· 111n/.:alt old 1111ti111dr. 
Tiu s/<1f' of ,i rltarf11l l1t11rl is lik, dni11tit'S, 

.·///(I Ills fv,,d is agraabl,· ""'" l11m (X)!O(. 'r z5). 

Jlt:t '}llilc ,imil.tr thoughts .m· found in a fragment of the 1,ilgamc,h epic found on a tablet written 
in thl' ,nipt .,f the l.I.unm11rabi dynastr 1 "ooo t:.< ), and published b)' ~!cissncr in t he .l!111/J,·1'/J11{t:•·11 
.Irr /', rd, rnsiatisr/1,·11 G,·sd/sduift, 1901. lldt i. On p. ll, col. iii, line ::I, we read: 

J'/1<111, 0 Ci(,:tl111nl1,fill i11dad tit)' bd!_r: 
l),~1· a11d 111j;/1/ /,,- thou /,;Jul, 
/Ji,i/_1• ()l'rln111 ,,;lad11cSJ, 
Day r111d 1111;/11 ragt mu/ 111ak,· men)': 
Lrt tli)' 1;nr111mts /,,· br(i:/1/, 
1 /1_1· ltm I purify, ,<'nsl, ~.·it/1 ~.·atrr, 
/),sir,• tit;· d,i/.lr,11 ~.·ltic/J ti~,· /1(11(,/ /'vSS(S:,U , 

Tlll'rt· .,,e other passages "hich mi~hl like" i,c ,ecm to 111;111ifc~t thc inllm·ncc of c;rcek philosophy: 
in ,omc of these it may well be lhal this i~ actually lhc ca,c; • but il is \\'ell to be on one',; guud, 
lc,t "hat appc:trs lo b<.; a I kllenistic note is in real ity nothing more than a parallel While th<: 
J 11,!ai, 1.:lt-mcnb in the book prq>onduatc lo an overwhelming tlcgrt<.:, ting<.:, of I lc:llcnic inllucncc: 
ctrc to be discovered here and there. 

~ ~. T111 TITLE ol' Till. Boni-. 

/\.s the fragments of the I lebrcw text of our lmok which arc extant only begin with th<' COfl­
<.lutling- words of chap. iii. 6, 1 we clo not know how the tilk rau, but the third line of the sub~criptlon 
re.ids: • The \\li,dom of Simeon. the son of Jeshua, the son of Fkazar, the svn of Sira ·, and the J;i,-,1 
line: of the subs,·ription in mo:;t of the S1 ri:tc manuscripts h:ts 'The writing or the \\'isdom of Hat 
.Sir.1 is ended.' Jt..-omc, howe,·er, says in his Praef. i11 Ltbr. ~n!.,' Fcrtur ct r.a,·&,,,-ru< Iesu filii Sirach 
l'i>l'I', ,·1 alius </Jt1·~•"•,,,«</><,s· qui Sapicmi.1 Salomnnis inscribitur; quorum priorcm I lcbraicum repe,·i, 
,w,: I :cc)l',i.1sticum. ul apud Latinos ,eel J',11·,1/1,,/<1.< pr;u:notatum'; thi~ lit le= •\ :.i".>,< i.e the I le brew 
title for the Book of Proverbs, but that this w1s a Lille, in the ordinary sense, of our book is vcrr 
improbable , it is more likely Lo ha\'c been a izcncral title, dc,cripti\'e of the contents, which wa~ 
.,pplic.J to the three b.,.,k, l·:~dc,i .1s1icus, Ecclc,i.btcs, .111tl Canticles, for Jerome (in the context uf 
11i~ p,1s,agc quoted above\ says that Lhc,e two l\ttcr were joined to Ecclesiasticus. In the Syriac 
\c1,io11 the tit i, • Wisdom of Bar Sir,1 ', while in mo,t manuscripb of the Septuagint it run-..: 
~ ... , .... ·1,,,,,.e, " ~ .. ,,.,, or 1bbrc,·i:1lcu in Co,J. B. ~ .. ,J,{u ~"-" 'X· The prub;diihtv is th.11 the ori>(inal 
title of the b,ok was :.:,•:>"'J ;:1~" n ~Jl"I (· Tl1c \\'isdom of Jesus Hcn-Sira 'J.'' The title• I·.cclesias­
ticu,' of the English \'crs1011s cumcs from the Vulgate, though it is one which has been in use in 
the Western Church ,·er since the tune of Cyprian (d . .\.I> 2.;8). It meant the' Church Book' par 

' <).un1cd by liarton, F.,k,i,rst,·, 1Intcrn. (m. Coin.), p. 39. 
• <,):, when llcn·Stra Cllttlro\'crts the la<alist,c philosophy of 1he !;toics. 

,\l l1rdmg to S1nend, n d,mscsa- 11. 18d 1s pl~C'ed after vi. 17. 
• ~n 1.ilcr Jcwi,h litcr,,turc <,uol.ltions from Sir.,ch arc sometuncs prefaced with lh~ words, 

- ,,;,~ ;,:·-.,.,): Ste Cow't·y~~c.:ub.lUcr, p. :<'<IV. n. ,. hv, and xx. n. x. 
Jn Cod. 2~S 1 1:.:«c"'J r1tf·t-r,icci, 15 pl.tn.·d before the ordinary title. 
I , ,o:nc L.11in manu.cnp1> the 1111~ 1, '1.ibcr lcsu liln ':iirad1 ', 
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n·d!,·11cr among the' Libri Ecclc,ia,tiri'. J\m<mi.: the,. 1lr <;reek 1:atlwrs ih, li')(•k i, 1,·i, iT·<I Ir> 

as I lw·ur•rn< ~ ... ,,.,. i sec, c, i:-., E usr;biu, ( ( 111 ,111in'II. ,~I. Sclwn11c, ii. 1 2:): ,11111 Jc romc (l'tim111. 111 /1111. , s 1 
~pc·ak~ of ii ilS ,; I la1·,,,.,n .. :. Cl,·nH:nt uf A kx:rnclri.1 .::ills it 11 .. ,t .. ,,.,;,,:, C />,,r.l. i, IC, y~. &!' I 1111,J 
,,,mcl!lnc, quote.~ from ll with the wr.rcl~ ii ,rur/,i,, "'''"' In the ·1.L111111d it i, ro1ll.-,J •'( 1,e l!tJul .,f 
Ilcn-Sira' (//1(i;Fi;,1h 13 a, .\'1ddah Ir,/,, /.',·111N11 t/J 11 /1 1; • and sf,,dr:i ,pc.,k~ nl 11 a -~··: ·;:- · ·1 I 
Hook of f11,trudi1111,' while other Rabbi, c.dl it 1o:,·~·;:: 1:'"J, ·Tl1c fn,1111 tion ,,f B 11 :-,, ... .' 

Schechter (jl,}R, x11. 4'io f., 1900) •iu,,tc, the 11nccl• uf , H ,hhi Jo~<·ph th 11 the· 1'1(1\'l rh• ,,f Bcn­
Sirn' (i<,•o·p •:>::":I) must be read uccnusc they contain useful matter. 

§ ·1. TIii' 01;1, 1, \l Ill lil<E\\ Tl'\:T 

.\part from a fc11• ,rnttcrnl l'il;1ti1111, 111 tlw ·1.1li11t11h. 11d I' -t· 1 :th11t11lk I, 111 I, I lcr.i•u,c tL 
Book of lkn-Sir,1 11·a,, 11ntil rccu1t yc.11<. l..11 .. l\·n 011ly i11 th, :110 1ui11,11,1 ,u111,1u l1,ill•l11Uun , fi1, 
vi/.. the Gn·ck ancl SrnaL 1·n,io1h and th,· ..... n,11<1.ur \t ,,i,,11 I, I J th, ll1Hl Tht di- •rr•'IIHII•• 
of the I lcl>rcw :'l[~S. nf the h«,11. 11ur I>.· ""l'l.1•·1c I .1< cl,lt', 11ltim 11, Ir, I·• ,t, t:.. 111·· ,11 tm111 ilw 
Canon, for which early rabl>inical evidence t''>i,ts. In ,pile /'If ~uch t xdu ,i,,n ho11cn•r the- book 
long rct.1i11cdit,pupnl.irit) in_lll,i•h,11d,·,• . .,,.J111J,1, 11, 1111, ('l''""I) \1:-,-.., nltl• lltl,;1.,, 
text were still ncccs,iblc in l'.11'.:stinr. In h:, pl'd.,ce Lo lhl' 11..»ks of 'iolomun, Jerome cxpre,sly 
mentions one of tht:sc which he Ind in 111, pos•l'• ,ion • i]i:"1 mn pri ,r. 11 "· 1,·su hi I Sirarh 
librn 111 -1 lcuraicum rcpcri.' 1 n l he succcrd,n:: ccal1111c•, do1111 to the t lcl'cnth, the book w 1, ,till 
freely quotc·d in a llc.:brC'I\ (.111d al<11 ,111 Ar.unai,) iurm. t 11: o( the 1110 L ml<'rc •in~ rtfcrrnc , t,:, 
the t·xi,tt'ncc.: of copies uf thC' I llbrc·11 ll'Xl is 111,1d, by ',,1' ,cl} 1, 1;,wn t.f ll.1 :d,ul I \.ll. 9:, J, 111>, 
states th.H vowel-point• :ind accents -1h1nl.r rc,cncd ,,nly l11r canon•,.,11111tinf, 11crc 1, Ix: foe1ntl 
in copies of Bcn-Sii;1. Sa',1cly:1 .,bo cites son, ,c,c,1 10, t.·1:.:htJ gc 1111nc •,tylll;!S of lk11 Sara 111 
dassical llcbrt·w. Of the CXhtu1c, of the hook in :-.p.1i11, 1'1011.nce, or ,111r 1g the Habl>1s tf Ir, nee, 
the H.hind111J and tje1 nnny, ther, is no direct 11 ,n The I lct,rc\\ 1t·xt 1,· , .1pp.1rcnll}' 011kno1111 
(or at lc:1st inaccrssiulc1 to l{a,hi, thl' To,:1fi,1,, .1,id cvcn t > :'II 1•mon•clc.:, and ,,. 'lh t > h ,vc com­
plctcl)' vanished from l:no11lcd;-!c in thC' de,c 1th ,cnlury. ' I he. ll'uivcrr of l.ir TC por•1 HI, of it h.1s 
hccn onl' of lhr most <.triking d1,cm·crics of I cccnt ye.,rs, 

(a) Tlir rrrv.·o;· ,f f1•rtw11s ,,f tit, l,,.1/ II, hr,-,• ,,1,,:111nl. 

It \\',ls in J ~</> that the fi1,1 po1tion of thc lo.\ I lcbrcw ll'Xl c.1111t' 1,, 1',::ht a s'ni:;lt' lt•:if con­
taining the text ufch. xxxix. 1 ~ xi. i• among 'l•IIH: n1.rn11scr1pt fl.1 0mrnt, brought from th<' I ,\51 L>y 
:\Ir·,. Lewi, and l\fis. Liu,011, rni:cthcr with thL f:11'1011, J• 1limp,c~t nf the S)'l 'ac r.n,pt Is. ·1 t,is leaf 
was ex.iminccl by lJr ~chcchtcr, then J{c·:ukr in 'l.1lmud1c in the L'111\'nsi1r ul l 1mbiidgc· 11ho 
reLognizcd its contents and puhli,hcd ,t. with ;111 l ·.n~li,h tr 111, at11111, •1111odLCllon aiul nut~, in Tit 
Hrfuit,,,. for J ulr I!!</i. 1\ 11110,1 ,imult.~nc<>usl) l'rofc,,u. !-> .. ) cc prcsC'nted Lo the Hodlc1.111 .l box 
Clf 11<-urcw and Auhit fr.,~mcuh, amont II hich l\lc-,1< Cuwk) .1nd '.\',·ubamr '1• c.of: uzcd .rnollitr 
po1tiu11 of the same text of Su,,ch, con,i,tin~ of nine Ji;11< , ,,nil f.,,111·11i:; the t., ,ln•uat1on o 
~Ir,. Lcwi~'s lc.,f fr,,111 l'l1apt('I' '(I. 9 lo xli.x. 1 1 ; Huth fr:1~1111cnt~ pr vcd lo hr IJrni, 'led with 
margin.ti notes 'giving the 1 ,,rianls nLuwthc r cc J>)', I ',11.1ch ..- mo, c· p111hab!} of l\l'CJ oth, cop•~~ .••. 
In the Jlc,dlci.111 fragment tlwrc .11 c tlso ,tl 1~.tsl l 11 <> I', r,1 111 gl,1~sc, 1 If I .111d :/ 1, 11 Jo1d1 po111L t , its 
having been written in lbgdad nr l'cr,i.1, pn,,iulr Lr,111,c111Jc,l fr,.m .S.1'.1111·,1·~ cu1 y' • 

·1 hese fra~mcnb had cumc from the 1;,,niuh at Lair, In c·<11tscquc11cc 5ch,chter at once 
proceeded thither, anti, hal'in.: obtained the lll'Cf'SS,11}' ,t11tho11ty, 111.1,k .111 cx.1m111.1t,011 ~ the 1mmu­
snipt nutcrial there t.lepositcd. 11 ith the ll''lllL th.11 ., con~ lcr:i.blc .1nH,11nt of the colkction wa~ 
brou~ht to Carnbrid~c:. In this collcct1o111 c,thcr 11,11~1•1c·111, uf ',ir 1ch 11<:<L discu1tr<t.l b}' '-chcchtcr, 
all from the same :'IIS. \t.lcnvtc,I Buy Schrch1 .. 1)1.:,,1n111g p.111, of cl1.,ptc·rs xx, xxx111i, .is 11cll 
as th e final pnrtk,n, co1·c.:rin!.: chapter, I-Ii. l\n, ,1dlliL1,1n.1l r, ,~menh 01 the s,unc :'IJ-. containing 
XX'(i. J: 11 nnd xxxvi. l4 .-.xx\'ii. ~Ii. ,1crc secured fo1 tht' llrlli,h .\h1sc1nn, nnd cd1lc<I by the• 
Rev G. l\Iargoliouth /}(JR, xii. 1-.U), .\Jc.-um hilc ::icheclttcr h:,d disc ,vcrc,• in tl,c Genii ih 
rnllccliun ,\! l ,1111IJ11dgL l!:1g111u11> 11f ., ,, .. 111cl 'I:--. : 1h, 11 I,"" 11 '-t \I:, \ , ulllt 1111·1•, 

1 Cp. H.irt. l.'al,·1,atliwr i11 1;,,,i.. I'· 333. . • 1 Jr, x: 3f, a. . 
• Cp. Touft,,, V11d,1vi111 11. 1 3 (• d luckumnml<·I (.83 , "l>1ch ,uns · 'Ti,· i;1l} ,mm '.lnd 1hr 1JOOks 1>J lhe hcrrucs 

{miliimJ do not deli le: th,- l,,111ds ( 1 , .ire nnr < mun1c.dj; 1hc 1,.11,\cs of lie""~"·'· nJ 111 books II nllcn ,1f1cr 1~e prophet,, 
r..:riod do nol dclik the h.~nds': cp. ,,l,n T. J •• ,,ml,. 28 ,,. . 

4 For us inrlm.·nrc on c;trly Je"ush anc.l (.hu5t1:m hlcnlurt' cp. ~ ., l.wlo". 
• St/a /m-g,,luv, p. 16: tcp. lo11ky-:-~ub. (I. fl.,,. x f./, I ""tcy-:Scub, ,,p . .,,., ib,d. 
' I bid., p. xii. • • t b,d., p. :uu, "l.t·rc sec ., foll c:lc 11pu-n of 1 he ~IS and tlS peculiar "cs. 
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ch. iii. 6-xvi 6, with a hiatus from ,·ii. z9 to xi. 34, which was afterwards made good by some 
Ic:avcs that came into the po~,e,~ion of l\lr. Elkan i\dler. W hen lhe remaining con tcnb of t he 
Gcnizah were sold Israel Lc,·i <lbcoverc<l a fragment of a fresh l\lS. ( = l\lS. D) in a single leaf 
covering ch. xxx,·i. i4 xxx,·iii. J (thus pro,·iding- a second text agait1$L that of :\IS. ll for th is portion 
of the book). Finally. Schechter, G:tstcr, and Levi found in material derived from the same Genizah 
fra.-..mcnts of an antholo~y of the Book of Bcn-Sira ( = l\lS. C) embracin~ the following: iv. 23 !,. 
30,"' 31 : v. 4-X, 9-q, vi. 18-19, 28. 3:;; vii. 1, 4, 6, 1 ;, zo-:n , 23 'l;i; xviii. 30-_p ; xix. 1-z; xx. 
4-li, 11 (?), xxv. 7 •.. i; r 8 ,,, 1 z, 16 Z.1 , xxd. l 2 • ,xx,•i. 16 : xx xvii. 19, zz, 2.4, 26. T he :\1SS. 
may be clas,ified a,; follo\\s -

1r1) \I \X l ,, 1<111· . \. cu11t.1i111n{,! ch. iii. fi x,·i. 1/i • this con,-i,ts of ~ix leaves, and may be of the 
C'lcventh ccntur) . Thcr<· arc 28 29 lines tu the page; in some- places vowels arc added. and, in 011e 
or two cases, accents. The ,izc of the page i~ 1 I x 11 cm. 

(/1) 1\l•\';U~rn11 TB, cont,uning xxx. 11-xxxiii. 3, xxx,·. 11-xxxviii. 27, xxxix. 15 Ii. ~o; thi-. 
con,1sts of hJ lca,·cs. and mar be of the t11·clfth ce11tury. 'The MS. is written on oriental paper, 
and is .11 r.1n~ctl in lin<.>, 18 to the ll.lg'l', and the lines ill'C divided into hcmi,tichs.' 1 There ,ire 
m:rnr m.1r;,:i11al notc·s, containing-, apparent!)', \':trhrnt readings from two other codices, one of which 
i-. doSl·lr related 1 .. '.\IS. D. ',\s a rnlt. the body of the text corresponds to the Greek ,·cr,ion, and 
the glosses in the margin to the Srriac; but occasionally the reverse is the cai.e.', The ~izc of the 
pa!'<' is 191 x 17 cm 

(c> 1\1.,:-.t•sc 1,11·r C ( = Levi's D). containing an antholog}' from chapter~ i1•-- vii, xviii xx, XX\'. 

xx,·i, xxx,·ii t,1s -p•.·cificd abo\'e). This :\IS. consisls of four lcavl·S, and, ;1ceurcling to G;ister, b olde1· 
than the other i\!SS IL contains n lines to the page, the ;.ize of which is 14,6 x 10 cm. ' The 
text is often prefer.\blc to th,tl uf ,\. and offc-,s \'ariants agreeing' with the Greek "·ersion, while thl! 
readings of A corrc,pt,nd lo the Sy, iac' 

(.!) \L\ 'Xl!SC!Ul'T D ( = Le, i's Cl, containing xxxvi. 2y xxwiii. r. This !\IS. consists of a single 
leaf; there arc ~o lines to the pa,::e. "hich mca,urLS 16 x 1~ cm. \\ ords, and in some cases entire 
vc.:r,cs. arc prodded with vowels and accents. 

It will thus Ix: seen that the l\ISS. so far 1ccovcrcd yield a Ilcbrcw text for somcthini; lik< 
two-thirds of the entire book. In som1: case, two :'115S., and for four \"Crses three, are available li11· 
the rcstorat ion of the text. 

The following list ~hows the extent of the Hcbrc\\ ;\I~. authoritr for different parb of the text: 

(a) The portion!-o of the text ror 11hich one mnnu,cript amhority only i, a\'ailablc arc· From '.\IS. A, iii. 6-
1,·. z,1,1, ''"' 21-29, \'. J-J. ~- q ,.-;. \"i, 1-q. 18 (C). co 2,i, 27, 29-.l3, .,6-37. iii. 3, 5, 7-16. 18-141, zz. z<> 
24J-.l6, ,iii. 1-x,i. z6: from .\IS. C, xviii. :io-,11 L32-,.13, xix. 1-2, xx 4-6 [.'; 7J, 12 1,1J. xxv 7 , 8 r, l! ,,. 12 
r I 3 I• 16-23 [ I ~-24 \X\"i. 1-2: from :11s. "· XX\. 11-XXXIII. 3, \\'<\', I 1-XXX\I. 1,;. xx~1-i. r 7-28, \XXlill. 2· 
2;; .\X:\iX. I ,1-H. 30. 

(/,) Th~ portion,- of 1hc text for which two ,1:;~. ,\ll· .l\'ai)ablc are: i'" 2.3 /,, 30-31; ,. 1 71 9-1,1; \"i, 1<1 , 
z8, 3.1; \it . • l . ·•· 6, •; . .!0-2t, :3 i,;; \X\\'I. 16. X.\\VI. 29-xx.\\-ill. I. 

(r) The port:ons of the text f,r wl11ch thrc,· i\lSS . .ir.: .l\",lilablc are xxwin. 19, 22. 21 26. 
(d) Thl- ponions of tlu. tex: for "h1ch no I lcbr. )IS. is yet .1vaila.hle arc: 1. 1-iii. ,; ; xvi. 27-x\"ii1 .. l .,1x . 

. l-X\ . .f, 8-1.? X\ Lt-X\\' f>, !\X\'. 9-12, 1 1 16, :?;)-::1; xxn. 3-xxx. 10; X\\:ii..f-XXX\', 8(10); X\\\1ii1. 2)-l­

x,x1x 1.1 

(bJ Tk,. ~·n/11,· and a11ll1t11l1cil;· of tl1e ruo,•,·red frag111mls. 

The que,tion~ touched upon in this section luvc given rise t o much controversy \\ hich it w,ll be 
impo,,ible to rc\"iew here in detail. All that 1,111 be attempted ,1 ill be to mdicatc the main lines 
and directions of the bc~t critical opinion. 

·1 he problem-- raised br the I lcbrcw fragments arc of an exceedingly complex character. The 
fir~t JH1lllt tu 1ktc1minc, in .t ~cni:1al \\'ay, is thi.: rcl:uion of the i\155. to t:ach oLhc:r. The manuscript 
n1,1tcrial th.,l ha, been recovered, rort11t1,llcly. is sufiicicntlr cxtcn,ivc-ol'crl;1pping a~ it doc, for 
certain part, of the text or the book-to make it possible to establish certain relations. 

(i) T/11· 1r!at/()11 t>f Ike lld1re.,• ,II SS. 1,, rad, <Jlli,·r. 

The m<ht import.till point of relation between the MSS. is the frequent ai:-reement of the 
marginal variants ,Jf H with I) against the tc,t uf B in the sc:clion \\'here comparison is pos.~ibk-. 
i c. "here th,; hrn :\h::i. overlap \Xx xvi. z9 xx:wiii. 11. ,\ good example of this is to be seen in 
xxxvii. 16: 

' C,rnlty-;\'cul,. ,,p. ,it., p. xiii. ' I. Ud in/I·, xi.39311. 
2i2 

• Le,·i, op. tit., xi. 392 /. 



I lcrc B "'1'11· a nd D ha ve 

For this B , .. , has 

l :\'T ROD U CTI Oi\ 

, -:~o nl7Jr.) ,.:i ~:n 
n:lt:ol'l') 11·:i (D ~lit ) ,inc ,:i •ic, 

Tt,, bt;;i1111i11g ,>f <"Z'OJ' t1clio11 is ta,/,, 
And brfvn r. ..,., :,•or/; 1s tlu 1/1011g/1/ 

,::, i1:l'l)') ,:i i:'~ 

n :i:;,n., 1m ~J.'D 7::, ~11, 1 

A nothe r good example is an;,rd,•d by:-. '.S,,;,·ii ~:;. "hu, II a11d Ii r,.ul ;r~·· a,:.iin,1 ::r~- c:i: 

of n•..,.,. According tu l'etn, 1• about ii p,:r nnt. qf tlu: ,-.ir,.u,t- «,nt .. 1111 10 1h1, rn!.:, 111 the 
other cases where D h:ts a vari;u1t nut allt·,ted i11 II ... ...,. :s<Hnc arc c,pli,.,bh• :1, ~,:ril,al nr<J1a in I,. 
or as corruptio ns produced under the inl111cnc1· ,,f tlw tc\t of B. 111 st·,·,·ral ~o1,c~ JI-~· .111d 1, 
a gree in purely o r thographic va1i.1111s, and te\ell in reprodu.:in~ iclcnli<,d ,ud,.d u1vrs. The imp•}r­
ta nt conclusion deducible frrn11 these phu1nm,·1ia i, that the m;u1;i11al ,.111.rnts .,f JI arc not the 
emen dations of the scribe, hut rcprcs, nt rc;rdin;.:s deri\'ul frnm .111othn .\IS. 11 luch h:,, ch,sc afllnitic, 
with D. Probably the mar~inal VMiants nf tll!' rc-,t of II «re dcrin·d t,orn .111 idcnt1L,il or ,elated 
source. R egarding the relation of C tu II and l> till' ni;tteri,d fur o,mp.trison 1, too ,H;.:ht tu c11.1blc 
any certain conclusions to be dr.l\\ n. I II 1111c s11 ikin;.. c,t,l', hu1,cvcr. C II' ,. in, t·;id111~ ~:,n; .~.tin,t 
n=u:· a nd lJ which read ; Nll. llcncc l'l'tt·ts c .. 11dude, th.tt C is lo uc r,,nk,;d ,uth the II t}IIC ,,f 
lcxl (again~l 1) +B ""'"·). The othn impurt,111t an:.t ,If c1111tall h ii'. ;3 l'ii. ~j. 11 hi:1l' C 11HI ,\ 
part ly overlap and comparison is pu,siulc. I lt:rc the di,·cr;::c11~c i, "cc.t,1 .. 11aHy c .. 11,1,k,.it,:, ,r< in 
iv. 30, 3 1 (st·e next subsccti(1n1. Hut this must n,,t be undulr, ,a;..:~er.,tl'll. The ,i111d,trll}' uf 1, !, .. Jc 
verses is so marked a~ lo make it de.tr tll.ll ,,c .trc co11l1or11ed with dtff,rcnt n·1..~11,, .. 11, .,f tlr, ~amc 
archetypal text, a nd not \\ith intlcpendcnt types of lcxt.2 

(ii) Tt,,· go1,·ral charnd,·r ,f th,· /id,,...:,• f,,1,::11101/s ,111d tluir rdrrti,m Jc, tl,t I ·,·rs1,,11t. 

The relation of the I lcbrc\\ fr.t;.:mcnts t" the \\rs,.,ns pn·--m, 111.mr d1111u1lt 1ext1,.d j,rol>l, 111, 

wh ich cannot be said yet to ha\'!' bc('n fully solvcd.3 In the c:1<;e of :\ISS. \ and JI, which mar 
conveniently be con,id<:rcd first, the llchrcw •t1mrt11111:, .l~ll'l°" 111th the: 1;,n·I.. ,u,11111 1::,1111,t tilt 
Syriac, sometimes differs from both. and oc,· tsiun.tllr c,plains unc ur the other."' I,, th I he u1,..:, 
in wh ich the l lebrcw seems t,1 f11lluw the Syri.1r and 111 be ,lq,cnuent ,,n it .,rc. l'<"rh,q,,. tilt' 111u,: 
crucial. I n this conne:xion the tlnttblcts. "hid, .1rc particular lr numcn•w, in JI, .,r, mo,t i1111~,, t,,ut 
These have been indicatc1I in the .:ritical nnt,·, uf the c"m11wnt.tr}'. The foll J\\111,.! c ,,11111,lc I\ ill 
illustrate many others. 1n x:,.;xi. I 3 J!!." has· 

;'1)1"1 j'l,l ;'I~, •:, ,11 ., Jn) , 1: t (I) 

~N s:1;;• j'l/ j.'"I (:) 

: in::i i<> ,:i:tJ ~,, ti) 
rll (111,tr- J/'I:"') i~·n "1::!"1 ,:i ')S:') "'.I ';) (~l 

(111,,r, • ' l."li1) i·-:,n •J."J1 c·:!l>:1 (:;) 
>:s f"'•n sS ~.1,-i: i:, (<,) 

: ;in> oi >:i (•i;;S')) •:;;o (111<11 • ,:i >i:) p S.11 (;) 
( 1) Ron,·mt>, r t/1,1/ n11 t.-il, r,· 1s n11 c,·,l tltin.if: 
(2) Th,· 111a11 ,,fail q,· G,ul /1,1/,·th, 
(3) A 11d II<' /1ath crtt1/, d 110J/1111K 1110,.,- rd/ t/1a11 l,im. 
(4-) /•or 1/,is-h; uasou ,,J c...-rytlii,~e ti,,- •:i·i· <J1<1Ur.-tl1, 
(5) .t/111! fr,,111 1/1,·Ji1c,· 11111,,k.-th tmn. 
(6) (;~d /,nt/i ,1,·,1/af 1101/iiur: lllflJ'i' t:11/ t/1111: tllf nr, 
(7) T/1a,fvu !')' 1,·,1so11 (Jj ,; , rp/111~( tis frtslmtss is ,1h,1t,·d. 

I JJ,r l'''{l(Sl -:.•irdrrmrfg,J1111d,11, !tcb,,,,~, hr Tai .ta· /;u irt< f:,tltsi,1<1:· '" (19<,>:', p. :3•. . . . . . 
, Schechter (j (JJ..\ ,11. 458) pcrtm1.·ntly rem.irk~! 'll.,d \\c_1a , lit ,h·,LI \\ 1th ,t,tk,tnt 1rnn:,l.,tu11b, 1t 1:, un1 .. ,ss1hlc 

that they should ai;rce as closely as the)' I ~ISS. C. .,nd .\J <lu. _11 .. .,,. "hu Mc 111, lrnc,I 111 d1>t1ht tlu; <'bl auus 1.,c: ,ln>1>hl 
take I he trouble 10 compare these same (n11rtc .. n , cr•cs 1cm nani: I\ :3 ,·, 11" ,x.xn, :,1 I in 1he lhrct, I lcl,rc" 1c1>wn, 
we possess or Bt.'n-S1r~,, v1~. by Brn Zeeb, r r.rnk~·l, .wJ Ju:'hu.1 l>uklo, .m<l he- will ,-cc a1 om .. 'C th1._• t?lffl'H'tt.;c ~l\\t.•tm 
independent translations and familu.:s ol ~I SS. duh,:rm~ bu.t desn·n<l.mt fnun th\-· ,a111c c~1mmon ou~ in. _In th(!' flht rnsc 
he will, before a closer rcadinir, harcll) be aw.trc th.it they represent the s.unc wc,rk, "htl.t rn the latlcr II ,11!1 takc ham 
some t ime before he detects 1hcir dirfercncet.' 

• The most elaborate and detailed reconstruction of the text, rakini; the follcst account of all rcle,·nnt d.11.1, is tlut 
ofSmend (:ucited in § 10). .... 2;3 T 
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H erc (1) (6) (;) ~ubstantially = e;; : and (2) (.~) and (4) = S (sec crit. note on xxxi. 23 in the fol­
lowing commcntarr): (5) is a doublet of (4) and (7). It is noticeable that l!! does not, as it stands, 
yield :tn exactlr corresponding text either to ru or S, while it provides one doublet (5) a nd (7) which 
corresponds to neither. The simplest explanation is that l!! embodies ,·ar ianlS from different rccen­
sions of the original text that lie behind l'i and S.1 Not improbably Jll itself has been g lossed and 
emended by scribes. The variant in (7) above(' its freshness is abated') may. perhaps, be explained 
in this way (from Dem. xxxiv. 7). As another example of a gloss in JI! to which not hing corresponds 
in 6 or So xxxi. 2 may be cited. H ere lll adds the following two lines : 

i"l!l1n i•m jOl-:l !11 
c'::n:i :imx i io ,•noo, 

Rcp,wuh p11tltl/1 to jlig/1/ !Irr faitlr/11//riend, 
B11t /1c tlral /1idrt/1 a secret love/It (a f rit1l(/) as !tis ou·11 soul. 

As this coupkt docs not harmonize with the context it is probably a gloss (? from the margin of 
a ;\l S.). In genera I ill ' has many scribal errors and corruptions in its text, which is also marked by 
the occasional presence of strong Syriasms 9 and late Rabbinical expre.ssions.8 

In the case ofJ!!' the number of marginal variants is cornparatively small. There are a certain 
number of doublets which exhibit features on the I\ hole similar to those of lll" illustrated above. Dul 
l!•' di,·crges more from the text of 6 than i, the case with ll1 -it vc,y rarely sides with & against S . 
ll has certain orthographical peculi:iritics of its own, and is marked by a number of errors due to 
the carekssness of the copyist.• In the case of lll'', which covers xx xvi. 29-xxxviii. 1, a nd provides 
(with JI!') a duplicate text for this section of the book. we have, on the whole, a text superior to 
that of l!I', though there are numerous cases of corruption. In two instances it yields a text which 
:1.grccs ,,·ith IL ag:1.in,t the common text of G, viz. in xxxvii. 26 ", where it reads ,,:i.:i ( = M"'v 248 
and Ji) against r.i,rrn· of the ordinary text of 6; and in xxxvii. 28 /J w·here, against lll" which = 6, 
itreads: L • LL L 
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"hich = l!. (ti 11v11 ,mmi a11i111a,· 01w1c gmus plaut). In this l\lS. late Hebrew expressions are of 
frequent occurrence. In the three fragments of selections which make up J!f a type of text is preserved 
w hie!, is, on the whole. remarkably free from the corruptions and blemishes which dis figure the other 
l\lSS. It agrees ~ometimc.:s with 6, sometimes with !::, and occasionally with neithcr (e.g. v. n). In 
thuse parts of the book where it coinci<les with Jll' it often agrees with the text of e:. against :5. 

The relation of the l lebrew fragments to the citations of Sirach that occur in the Talmudic 
and Rabbinic literature'· is not easy to determine owing to the uncertain state of the Talmudic and 
Rabbinic texts, and also to the loose way in which such citations are often made. I t would appear 
th:it in some case., the two Talmuds had diffc:rent texts of Ben-Sira before them. Thus iii. 21 is 
cited in one form in T. J. f.lag. 77 c (agreeing with l!/' in first and last word). and in another (doublet) 
form in T. B. fla.r:. 13 a (also in ,1/idr. ra/Jba Gen. viii). In the latter the first couplet agrees with :S 
and 6 (and partly with J!l'); the second diverges considerably from all t he other forms of the text 
(though agreeing in one word with Jll', and in another with T.J . .l:fag.). The most natural inference 
to draw from these phenomena is that two divergent types of text of Sirach were current in the 
fifth century A. IJ. The citations from Sirach in Sa'adya (S,:fc,· lra-galuy) are of a different character. 
Thcr agree much more closely with the text of ill, give the impression of being more exact citations, 
and are app,1rcntly dcrfrcd from sub,tantially tht: same text as that reprc,ented in lhe Hebrew 
fragments. 

It is impurtanl to note, in this connexion, that collections of detached sayings derived from 
Sirach were apparently in existence in the Talmudic period. The only long continuous quotation 
from llcn-Sira gh·en in the Talmud (T. H. Sm1/rcdri11 100/,J is apparently made from such ajlori­
l,;i.:111111 It c1in,i,ts ,,r the following p.1ssagcs in the following order: xxvi. 1-4 ; ix. 8, 9 ; xi. 29-34, 
anti vi. 1c. ,\noth .. r ,uch collection is represented in the fragments denoted ~ . Such collections 

1 Sec further the discussion in the next subsection. 
~ c.,.. 1•11,:,;: :du. s~ \,hich ,lpp.ircntly - inf. P;,,cl (!,yr. 111t.'mt1(,1,Y11) i , ,~_1)9~ xlii. 121 lcon\·erse·=Syr. 'eslaw:urd= 

""'>.,,,: n•:: xii,. r: = perhaps 'among' (Syr. b:!lt'. 
1 e.g l:! Nl.1'~ xxniii. 17, • such ns befits him' (in J!l"; also in JllA x. 28); ' t7110 n •:iJ Ii. 23. 
• L>f drffcrcntes c,f dicuc,n the lulluwin · is the most norable : )!l' "mes jl' i:>' l "'hen: JI!" has ' ID'l. See further 

T.1ylor-Schcch1er, ll'HS, pp. ·-12. " 
t lh1s verse 1 ... w~1.nt1ng in Jllu. 
' ~ ·•• .1 mil,· 1111n 01 tht cu,nions com·cr1itntly grouped together sec Cowle)'-Neub., pp. xix·><xx · also Schechter 

in /QR, iii. 6E:-7o6 (" ith full crn,c .. l notes/, ' 
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seem t o have superseded the oiigin 11 I Icbrc1, tcxl r.f th,:. entire book after it fell und<-r the h:m and 
,1as reckoned among 't~c books oftlw hcrrti~,. The 'i::<x,d thing,' profit:11.ilc for 1cadi11~ were 
exc1.:rptc<l; the rest con,1gned to nel:lcct It b worth 1101111:,: that some ,,f the Faying-, ,,f lkn-Sir:1 
arc c ited in an Aramaic form, which implies tlut an A1.1m,11c tran~latiun of p11rts ,,f the l><,t<•k \\as 
at some time or othc1 made. T his factor ,nust be allowed fur as II po,r.,iblc source uf currupt1Qn in 
the diction of the fragment s. 

(iii) Tiu a11tlu11tidty of tit,· //,·brew fragments,'. 

The authenticity of the Hebrew frag-ments w.,s cu ly c.tlbl in que,tiun by l'rofe,;,or IJ. ~. :\br­
goliouth,' who, noting the dccad<:nt n,1ture of the tli<tion, coluured '" it i,i by the fn .... 1uc11t pr~-.cncc 
of Syriasms and Arabisms, as well as of neo-l lt-br.1isms, anti ,trud hr the prce,cnce of l'er•tan 
glosses in Jl", propounded the theory tlut J!! is it,clf a 11:tr:mslatio11 01 ,1 l'cr,i.111 1·cn,in11, 11 hich ll'a, 
based partly on the Greek and partly un the Srriac ver,inns of the hook. The hnir,thc,i, i) th:it 
a S},riac version, which had been revi,cd by the Greek, \\',l, u,cr! '" the li:1si, uf a l 'e1~1an 1rnderi11~. 
and that this l'crsian translation wa·, rendered by an unintelligcnl l'crsi.111 Jc\\'. 1dt•J k11l'W ncithc1 
Syriac nor Greek, into I le b rew. 'The theory i, inc,11npatible 11 ith the l,;nc," 11 f.i(.h , tlw agrecmcttb 
(often literal) a nd the disagreements of the I kbrl'W with the print.;ay H1,i,,11s 111.,ke it pr;ictically 
inconceivable thal it could h:wc ari,.en in the "ay de,nilx·d.' ~ The ol>-<uritic~ in the I h:l,rew text 
alleged to be clue to a misundcrst:uuling of 1'1"1 saan c·xpn·s,i,ms arc all ,uscep1ihle of a dilti:rcnt­
and more probable-explanation.• Cun,cqucntly th, hyp,,the,i, of a l'n,i.111 b.1,1s for till' t<:xt ,,f Jl 
may be ruled out. Uut in a m•><li/icd form the hrp,,thcsi, ,,( ntn111sl.1tion 1:1:iy 1,e rnade much 
more defensible, viz. on the basis of the Syri.tc and Grn:k-v<:r.,io11'. !t i, not, rndted, allq:c·d 
that the whole of the recovered I kbrcw text c,tn be cxpl.tirn·tl in th" w,t)', hut 11tc dq,endcncc of 
parts of the texl on 11:i or$ is sc:riuuslr m:tint:iinc,I hy ,omc ,chol:trs. It" ill. there101c. Ii,· ncces>ary 
to subject some of the crucial C,lSes .1dth1ccd tu cxa11,i11ation. ::,.:cstlc ·. brin;;~ fun1.11d :i numlx:r ,,( 
cases from l!I in which he concludes th:il the l ldircw k;x\ of thc,e p.1s,,,1gc, • c,111nut I, t·xpla11wd 
in any other way than by the supposition th:it' it rc,t, · 011 ,1 corrupt an<l glu,,:,<;<I tc,t. ..,.,mctimes .,f 
6 , ,omctimcs of ;6'. l it:, ho,1·e\'er, does 11ot alli:~e of l!l :ts a whole th,tl it ts" ,<ll!Tfl,. 1,t,,111,/1//, 11 
of G, 'for even in l!l there arL p.1--,ti;e, \1 h1,h ,11<· at \\tri;ince with l'i.' The p.1,, 1._;i..:- in quC!,ti,ni 
are iv. 30, 3 1, v. 9 6, 13 6, vii. ::5, xxv. 1;. The first and l:lst of tht. c may be I .. ken a; crucial 
examples. 

111 iv. 30 e:i has: 
,.,.,, ru8L W, >..luw i11 T<:' oi-c~ c~·. I. TfJ olAL~) l'.TOl 

i<ot tJ,avrauw,;.ur.Wv e· ,, To·t,· ol~t' ra,-. aoi·. 

noli cssc sicut !co in dome tu.i; 
C\'CI tens domes tacos tuos ll uppri mens ,ubicctos t1bi. 
He not a d(I,_ !J~J) in th}' houSt·, 
AnJ n:bukmg :lnd fr.uful in th} works. 

1n•:;: ::i\:::, •;,n ~:< 
~-. ... ~t.i,,~ ~ -·'f"\'"'1 - -..... , 

··,~::J;~,,~.NJ :~it ~~ 
: 1n,":1:~ 7r~;n:, 

Herc J!l ' 'like a do~· (:,:,:::) = S; and J!! 'like a lit•11 · (;,·~:-:=) = e'i • Can thc1e l,c ,11·, t!ui.bt 
says. Nestle,• that A (Jll') ahrcc, with ~ .11lll l' (l!! } with 1':i,' The mi,t,1kc i11 ;; 1:~=J 111.ir be duec 
to a misreading of •:,).:i ( = :,:·J,~J · like a lion'. lie, h .. 1,·c1·n, admtt, th:n thL <'ullpl< t~ a, th<"f ~t:ind 
cannot be explained entirely a, rctran,l.111011,. 1 n p:uti<"ular,: l

1
1"w ,,1111_1.i a l.11c Jc" 1,h uansl.,t .. r 

hit upon TM~i1i:> to rC'ndcr so obsct1rl :t ,n,rd as <I• u·su,n""'"w,·' Hut_ 11 lhl' l\10 c11uplrt- .,1c 11111 
retran,lations the obvious inference i~ th.it they ,q1n;,e111 lll"t1 1eccns1u1i- of 1hc vri,:ni;d I lebrc.,1 
text, one of which lies behind ;, and the othn behind G. In J!! ' :'=: is" ,·c,n uptic,11 ,,f :~:: = ·:~:, 
(N·:i,:i), \\'hich may be explained as a v.1riant un the true re;ulin; (preserved in J!! ) ;-c",:,:: ,·1-;1 may 
be a gloss: 1n:i.N1n :i has come in by 111istake from the prc,·it>u, \"t 1:,,e; the cu11 e.:t rc;Jdin,: i, prcscrveu 

1 er. Schech1cr in/QR, ~ii. 461. . . . 
The Or1J[i11 nf tltt · Origin<1!' Jl,brr.t• ef E,./<11.iJfl(IIJ ( 1~99). 
Tor 1n iiB, 11, col. 116~. . , 

• For a de1ailed criuci,m or these alleged c.1ses ~cc Ta)lor-Schechler, 11 ES. 
• Art. 'S1mch' in lfas1ings's liE, i,. S47 f. 
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in Ill' 1ni1J11:i (cf. l!i and SJ ; ~,·no1 is probably original, and 1mmo1 in Ji° a corruption of ,,!lm::11 a 
variant on N1'Tl'..)\. Thus the original Hebrew of the couplet m:i.y be restored: 

1n·:i:i 1"!'1!0 •.in ,1t 
: 1n11Jl/:l K1'ii01 

flt 11ot li/.·e a lion i11 thy family, 
And timid mmJl/g t/1y slaves. 

(Smcnd hO\\C\'er, keeps ,ni::1 in line z: then render 

And sit;• and timid among thy slaa•s.] 

In the text so read K,·n•, affords an excellent word-play (suggested by Amos iii. 8J on i'l'1X in line 1 

- quite in the styk 1,f Ben-Sira.1 

Again, in xx,. Ii: 

T/11· ~,·id.-,·d11t'SS tf a woma11 ... darl.·e,ut/1 lier co1111lt11a11ce likt sackc/otli (.\.V. marg. 'or like a 
bear')· R.\'. as a !1t·ar dt1tlt. 

e:; • &c. wr nJ ... u,·: 11'.i~'' .55, 101>, 15.3, J;jj, 248, z,33, Syro-llcx wr ti.1,<oi: 1!. (combining both 
readings) 1t111q11am 11ro11s ct qunsi sacc11111. 

S ••. 111r1ket/1 pale tltl' Jae,· of lier husband, and 
;l/akrt/1 it /,lack liJ.:,· tltl' t<'lour of a sack. 

0 1N: i1Nit:l ,,n::,~ n:,N 11, 
: :i,,, l'l!l 1'1j)'l 

From these data \'cstlc concludes that 'all rules of textual criticism .. . must be naught, or 
C (Jt!' \ i, here tit,· rctrc111sl11t1011 ,,j II mrr11pl (;n·d, lt'.t·t.' The a,,sumption is that t.,,•us i~ an inner 
(Greek) corruption of mi"""'', anti that J!! here ha~ followed a Greek text which had the corruption. 
But it should Le noted that l!! Jc,r lite rut of th,· ,•ersc dinrgcs stro11gl)' /1-0111 6, a11d agrees witl1 
S n1;t1i11s/ 6 (1) in adding ~-~. and {~) in making the following word (1·J~I refer to the husband (Iris 
j,1Ct'), \\'e arc, therefore, driven to suppose that )I/ has here followed 11:i in 011r word 011/y, viz. in 
reading 'bear· for •:sack'; m the rest of Lhc vcr,c it is independent of 6, and approximate:, to 
(th:>ugh it dues not coincide with) S, The phenomena point in the same direction as in the other 
case examined. viz. lo the existence of divergent rcccnsions o f the text of J!I, one of which has been 
followed by l!'i and another by S. l!! part!}· agreeing with both. ,•\t least t\\'O alternatives arc 
possible tu :-.;cstlc's hypothesis, either of which is to be prcrerrcd lo his solution; either (1) ircI,.o,, 
is an inner (Gre<:k) corruption of t,1,.o, which has affected ;,, or (2) the readings j'::• and :i,, existed 
in different recension, of J!I. In either ca.,;c :n, is probably the true reading of the original Hebrew, 
which may be restored from J!! thus: 

i1~,o ,,n~, n~~ lJ'"'I 

; :ir,~ n•i!l 1·1;,•1 

The ,,ndcd11rss ()j a woman makttlt black her loo!.:, 
And darkc11ctl1 lier co111t/1'11a11cc like a bea1·'s. 

Till; mcanin::; of the couplet appears to be that wickedness makes a woman sinister of aspect and 
fierce; the alternative reading' like sackcloth' would introduce the idea of sadness and mourning, 
which cloes not ha1·monizc su well with the context. As the previous collplct 2 suggests the comparison 
of the wicked woman to a lion or dragon, the further comparison of her aspect to a hear's is in 
keeping-. \\'hat is referred to, apparcntlr, is the hardening effect of a course of wickedness, which 
makes a woman brazen. The context, therefore, docs not really favour the idea that a woman's 
wickedness makes her sad of countenance(' darkeneth her countenance like sackcloth'). Schcchtel'3 
apt!}' cites in illu~tration a passage from the ,1/idras/1 (Gm. rabba, § 87. 4) where Potiphar's ,dfe 
is comp.ucd to a bear (' I will incite again,-t thee the bear'>· The bear is proYcrbially associated 
with ficrccnc,,s in the 0. T . ; cp. Prov. xvii. 1 z, 2 Sam. xvii. 8, Hos. xiii. 8. 

The hypothesis of part i.il rctranslation of Sin)!! ha.~ been urged by Prof. I. Li!vi with much force. 
It may be ~lated in his own words:' 'Certain details indicate that both,\ (lll') and B (l!i') arc derived 
from a copr chan1cteriied by interpolations due to a retranslation from Syriac into I lebrcw. In a 
number of pass;igcs the same verse is given in t\\O distinct renderings, one of which usually corre-

' So Taylor in / QR, x,·. 611. 
' I u.•tJJu!tl rall,rr dwdl 11.'it/1 a lio11 and a dnr,ro11 f/,1111 J:up l,01,sr •willt ll wid:ed woman. 

}QI.:, xv. 464. • ;1:.·, x1. 393 (llrl, 'Siruch'). 
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sponds to the Syriac,evcn when this text r('prc. rnt,; mere!) ,l f411lty nr bit,c1l tran,l.ninn uf the ori •uul. 
T hl·..e \'erscs, moreover, in their c:cmfonnity to th,· Spi.1c, hcc11111c :,t 1i111cs w mc,111ngll'N'I 1h:1t"1hcy 
can be explained only a, incnrn·cl tran,l.1tion,; from th.1l l.111;:11.,gc. Sc1ch ,111,picious pas;;.ii.:~ arc 
charactuiznl by a co111parativl'ly m<><krn ,1rle and l.,n,.;11,1;:c. by~ C•lmmr,nplace ph, a:><:0l•~y, 11nd bra 
break in the parallcli,m which is affected hy Eccksi.,,t,rn,. It 111.1)', lhercfur,:. l..-a,.1klyc11nciu.lctl th;,t 
these doublets arc merely aclditions made to n·111kr the: Syri.1c \·c,,.i.,11 11\0rc 1111clli;.:1l,lc. The [;lfTI•~ 

statement holds true or certain textual crncnda1i,111s ltl,ulc• l,y th,: ~lc;,;sa,ist. In th,,, lwucvn, there 
is nothing strange, since it is a wc•ll-knuwn f.tct th;it the· Jews of certain 'l<'Cti,111s ucre f.un,liar with 
Syriac, as is shown by the quntatic,n,; mad1: hr \,,ltm.,nid,.., lr<•lll the \\'i!«lom uf ~~,lum,111, frflm 
Judith, and from Bd and the l)r.11,;011, ,incl al,,n hr the: 11111<11h1c1i,111 ,,( the l'c:~hi\t., ui hu,:crbs 
into the Targum of the I la~io,:1,1pha.' The nll,.,:cd, · ' "'"' in th,• rl,1111,!c·ts of I! in whkh rctr.111sl.,1ion 
from;; is ,1ssumed by Levi h,1vc been su',jt·Ctc!d tu cl .. ,c c.x.1111i11.1t1n11 I,}',\. Fuch,,1 whn h,tK "ht,wn 
good grounds for rcj1·c...ting the hyp<•llll'si<, Th,• .t!tn nal i\l) \'11•,,•: t lut the ,,. ,l,rnl,lci- n:pn:..cnt 
vanant readings derived from diffn,·nt rcc1·11sin11-< «I l!J i, ,1ro11i.;ly uplwltl l>y Fuchs llnd 1n.,y lie SJld 
lo hold the licl<.l. \Vith rq.:ard to tlw f11ul ,,rr,,,Li<' hymn tli.,; ,c.,, ol "hi,!t thr, ,cr,iou in J.I is, 
;iccording tu Lth·i, a retran,latit>n fro111 ;;,, I.,·\ i's hyp,,tlH,is i, .1,:,:in 11JC:ctctl !Jr F,i, hs, 1t1ul .\h« 
hr Ur. C. T;iylnr, who, after ;1 c.11 t·ful di....:u ... ,i, 111, .:< ,n, hu I,·,'" r, ,II,,,\ · I· 1" tlwr ~tudr f,f J! h,LS now 
broug-ht out much po,itivc cvickncc f,,r its imkp< ,ukncc .. r So, ,ut<l ,-1, mingly 11vm· 10 the: n,ntrnrr.' 
A word must he ,aic! in cunclu,ion n,:,11cli11g thl' c ,11ticlc ,d1ich f.,11, "'!,.I! .111.t ,!,. n .. 1 ;1ppe.1r 
in ,mr of th: \'crsions. ls this a i:t·11uin,· p;irt 11f tlw co11;.:i11.tl I ld11cw t~'<l r,i 11,·n-:-i:,.,, 111 Lw<>ur 
of ils authenticity may be urgi.:<l lhc pn:--cncc of 11i~ :-rntcncc: 

Gti·,· tlu111k< 11111<, /Jim l/111/ d1oosrlh tltr sous ,f Xadd,: ft) hr prirrls, 

which apparently t·ont,1i11, .,n .dlusion 1 .. tltt' p11-:'ll.,, ,.,!,, ,,11 hig•1 It' e • "·''' \\tr<' d, ,, ended irom 
Zad11k. Th<' ab~encc, tt>o. uf any refnt·nu: lo "I" , i11,:illr l'lu1 i, ·, 1<h 1>. :,11clt 1s tht• ,!l•Llrinc: 11( 
tl1e resurrection of the body. may abo be citccl in favo11r of its ,, nu inc ncs,. It, omis.,ion in the 
Grcc.;k Lr;in,lation of ll<-11-S1ra s granclsun mar l,i_ exl'hine,I l>r ti L 1t1c1u1ce l" th,• n, nf /..alr,I,;' 
- which mi,,ht h;ivc p,·,,vcd a ,m1rce oi otfrm ,• ,ti a ti111e "h1·11 th, hi••h·}'t I<. tl1,w, I w.1• no k,n_:u 
held by de,~cn<.l;ints of that linc. On the other hand, tht' sentiment c,;i;r<'sscd in the line: 

Gi<·t' t/1aul.:s 1111/fl Ifim thal 111t1kl'll1 tl1t hr111 rf thr· llo11J, 1/ Dai·id to bud 
is direct!)· opposed to that exp1<·,sed in ch. x,,\ i.,,1111 111 th,: u111r, ' I lyu111 (II the I· 1•ht,, flh. xh\' 
xlviii). Perhaps the solution reached br .Fuchs I is least op<.·n to objl.'Ction. ruchs conclu<lc,: that 
t he Psalm, which is nut,, genuine· p.1n .. r tltc on~11ul H,,uk ul lk11-~1r.1. i,,' I .11 d .. ri·,rn., Jy tx1stt1I 
in an independent f.1rm; it was inserted in the l kl11l'\\ lt·xt ,,f H,·n-;,,ir .. licfPt<' ti•· yc,1' 1.;.: I •. by 
a reader who th11ugh1 the context, "hicl1 alrc.1dy c·,,11tai111·cl }'-.tlm-pi<:n·, ., ,11i1.t!•le ,,,t<. It ltl.l)' 

have emanated from the circle:, tof till' Ua.1dl111 (' th<.: :\,,idea,is '), whto l1.1d ,,'ic11d)· 111.:,n ,, ,uJHl 
against IJ ellenism before the l\Iacc:abean revolt. 

J·n<Jugh h;i~ bee11 said to show tli.1t the ILXI of l!!. 1h11ugh iii,; cli,'igur<"d l,y ,,:1ib.1I trrM• :rnd 
corrupt inns, and-in some place,-- by the pn·,en.:c vf ~l,,sst"', 1, yet es,c1111.d) i11t!< 1~ t1d< nl c,f fi :11ul 
;; , the hypothesis of rctran,!ation lm·ak, do1wn, .,t bc,t a pl.,u,ihl, l',l·t· f .. , the· 1'1111.t·m e .. 1 ,uch 
a factor can only be made out for an insig11i1i.:.11tt 11111111,cr .,( ""''""'· 1d1t·1t·. h""'" u, .111 .1l1i:nu1 i\'e-
and, on the whole, moTe probable-exphnation is pn5siblc . . . 

On th.: l)thc,;1 han<l, it is all - impu11.1nl 111 ,,·11,c111bc1 tlt.ll J!.! <:nn,tantly ,·x;,!.1111, th,· \,111.11,uns 111 
the \rcrsions. ..fhis is one of lhL: _,urcst indicat iPlh 11 f It~ l'-.scnti;d 1--:c11uJ11t.•ncs-.. ( ,, c 11t l \\ n ,·x.unpk-:: 
will ·illn~tratc n1any others. In vi. {O ,, J!! n."ttb: ;,~'j.' :::i: ~';.: t1HI 6 Ju._ ,,~t,,-,1,, i" \ , ,,.,;~ t•t":-,r i'·/ 
aim,~. l krL the fir~t word in ll• ca·n be ce,rr,·ctc•d liy l'i to·,;:,. 11n1,11ncn1 '), 1h11, yicld111:;; the 1111c. 

A 11 or11nm,·11t of gold is hel' y,,kr. 
At the same t ime the third word in 11! ""!'bins l'j\ ;,., "' r,,,, "h,ch i, obviou,ly ,!t"· Ill.,~·;, hcin~ 

misread ;;;'t..P.. 
The following is an example of a different kind. In xiii. I b l!l has: 

i:,,i ,~L" r> ~N: '-:~l:"il 

AJJd Ju tltnl ns.roc1ntt'tl, :i..'il/1 ,i sotr11tr -:,.:i.'f l,·a,-,, h,s ., ·tr 6 h.1s ""; .', ,_..,,u,11i'wJ' ,· -;,; 11,/HiJ·~ ci,c.u,lw(l,j,r«nu 
o.w.,, i!: fir //1(1/ assodntdh with n god/,ss 1,1n11 i.r r/ollud with his :,·ay. 

· Herc ;;; re;id, ,::r,, ::·::i~· for ltt's ,:::,, ,.,~ •• 1!'i h.,, ·'l'l'•'rt'lltl)· c,,, rut,, «I the cxpre:<.,ion ccf. I.); 

' Tnrfl:rilisd,~ U,llrrsudw,,gm 11111.h-br,,h,ltm El·Uui,tr/ll.:us (Frciburg. i. II., 1907). . , 
!! 'The hymn, \\hich follnw::i the Synat: ,er~1un llti,-c:1) throu.:huw, 1,- c.\·ukntl) ." rl·tr.mmta_ln f,om cr.e I.alter 

(JE. xi. 393). For L~,·i's dctailtd argumenu sec his /.' /;{(/lrwsfipu, 11, pp. ~1-:avu 
• jo111nal of Pltilolvgy, IWI, pp, 95-13;, Of. ul., PP• l(n-11o. 
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, 0, , and t:;:i>• ma)· h.1ve .1risen by confusion; or ,o,• m.1y be a correction of an original ti:i~•. In 
any case )11 independently throws light on the text ; even its corruptions arc il luminating. A nother 
indication of originality in Jll is the frequent word-plays. A good example o f such is viii. 18 : 
r, bin ,y ,r •:;i>. Herc ,r and ,, provide an excellent instance, and will serve to illustrate 
numerous others. 

rr any further confirmation be needed as to t he value and genuineness of the Hebrew fragments 
as a whole it may be furnished from the words of Prof. Levi, who, as has been pointed out above, 
feels constrained to adopt the hypothesis of retranslation in the case of a restricted number of verses 
(mostly doubleb). Yet, despite these assumed 'corrections and interpolations', he declares that' the 
originalit}' of the text in these fragments of 1kn-Sira cannot be denied. Besides the fact t hat many 
schobrs deny the cxi,tcnce of any interpolations, there arc portions in which it is easy to ,·ecognize 
the author·s hand. for he has a characteristic technique, style, vocabulary, and syntax which are 
evident in ;11! the \·crsions. It may safely be said that in the main the work of Ben-Sira has been 
prcser\'cd just as it left his hands. while the chief variant marginal readings recorded in the fragments 
and conlirmed hr the translations m.1y be regarded as evidences of the existence of two separate 
editions written br Bcn-Sira himself. It is sclf-c,·ident, moreover, that Ecclesiasticus has undergone 
some alterations at the h.1ncls of scribes, and it would h.1vc been strange indeed if this book alone 
should hci,·c wholl)· escaped the common lot of such writini.:s. I\o more conclusive proof could be 
found, were any necessary, of the fidelity of the I !ebrcw version than its frequent agreement, in 
citcitinns from the Bible, with the text on which the Septu.1gint is based rather than with the 
l\Tas,orah. as in the case of 1 Sam. xii. 3 as compared ,lith Sirach xlvi. 19, or Isa. xxxviii. 17 with. 
Sirach I. z.' 1 

(c) Tlic scco11dar;• llcbrl'w rccmsio11. 

The indications that point to the existence of a secondary Greek version of Sirach arc 
discussed and s<.:t forth in the next section (~ .J). It is there shown that this secondary and .1mplified 
rcccn,inn undertaken clearly in order to make the teaching of the book more acceptable to later 
orthodox (l'haris.,icJ circles-is not folly represented in any group of Greek MSS. ; it has affected 
most cxtcnsivclr the ~48 group, .1nd is largely in evidence in the Old Latin and a lso in the Syriac 
vt.:rsions.2 Originally, howcn:r, it seems probable that it existed in a complete and imlcpendent form, 
of which the readings mentioned above arc traces. In other words, the secondary Greek recension 
has affected in varying dcg,ecs certain groups of the Greek :\ISS. of the book, and also the Versions. 
The que,tion arises: was this sccondarr Greek version due to a purely Greek revision of the book, 
or docs it depend upon n revised Hebrew text-in other words, upon a secondary Hebrew recension? 
The phenomena of the text point unmistak.1bly to the latter alternative ; t!te stco11da,y Greek text 
drpmds essential!;• 11po11, n11d is n trallslatio11 C'f, a yo1mgtr Jfcbnw rrcmsio11 of Ifie book. 

Traces of this )'ounger recen5ion remain in the ;\[SS. of~. though there arc only traces; it has 
in fact affected the,c ;\JSS. only partially, and its influence can also be seen in the Rabbinic citations. 
The following from among the examples cited by Smend 3 will illustrate what ha, just been said. 
In xvi. 3 c the ordinary Greek text (B. &c.), which represents the origina.' Ben-Sira, has· 

K11fi(T(TWI' Yllfl fr, ij xiA,m. 
For this~' has an expanded text, vii.: 

9\>No 1,11, nl:,,11 inN :i10 •::i (so .S exactly). 

Chrpostom, in citing the verse, has the doublet: 
Ka, Kp<luuw1• .t,· 1ro1,ii11 rv Ob,71/'a KVplOV ~ !'lipio, -r.a.p&voµo,. 

Nc.s has the doublet : 

Kp<lurru>v yap .r, MKatO~ llOtWV 01>...,,,,.a. KvpCov i) µvp,o, 1rapwoµo,. 
e:i 70 248 have for 3 c . 

Kpdurrwv yap .?~ 3lKato~ ~ x.l,1.,0, (70 + O/'Op1'w>..o(). 

l!. lllrlior est e11i111 111111s tiwms deum q11am mi/le jilii impii. 
What Bcn-Sira wrote was: 

9,No ihN ::i,u '::> 

T he addition ;111, ni.:tll belongs lo the second.1ry Hebrew recension which underlies the revised Greek 

' JF, xi. 394 • 
. • The ~yrinc ,·ersion, though made directly from the Hebrew, has apparemly been inAuenccd often by Greek MSS., 

wh,c~ contained !~condary readings; see § S below and cp. Smend, § 12 (p. cxxxix (. ). 
op. "'·· xc11 r. 



INTRODt.:CTIO:'.': 

text. Another e_xampl~ shows t!1e same \(h(' ;i. it .ip1ic:1~1~l in the orii,:inal llcbrc·,\' t, xt and in the 
~ccondary recension. Ch. v. 1 1 1s prcscrvnl III t II u forms 111 JI• and ll . In JI ' 11 run 

In ,tc it runs : 

S::l!l'. 
6 has: 

i"I(,> "lm::n:, ,,,, 
: o;r.D J-:-:, nl'i ·,,:«JI 

Be swifl to gfrr rar, 
A11d wit/1 p,1h,11a ef sfirit relt r111111s-.. :rr. 

}'fr(lt roxu~ fr Or/lll(IITH O'QU (2411 +1:yaOii1: 
Kol h µa• o01•µi'f ,t,Oiyyo,• cirr,!Kp«IU• ( 248 &c + ,;,,11,;,). 

II ere clearlr the Greek :'ITSS. 241! &c. h,l\·e com llul tlw <,Ide, ltxt d Ci .,cc, ,dini.: tu 11 c l.1tcr 
Ilebrew recension rq>resented in l!! ; tlw ordi11,1ry tt·xt of G .u:J :z':. J?' l• "-U l'l tlut t; ,11'1><:.11, to 
have read nvir.ciJ for i'INi"I>, the l:ittcr bdng a vari:lnt of the former perhaps). 

In ~ome cases the doublets in J!I, lu ,d1ich 1ch.:1t·nu· h,i. bc{ll 111,t<lL 111 th, f.,rn1c1 p.1rt ,,f thi, 
section, a1e tn be explained in thi, wa)·, om: cv11plcl rqirod11ci11:,: the nld, r I ld.11t·,, l< ;i.;t, .,not her the 
youngu- 1 ft might be argued that the,e .tdtlitions in the text of G ..rt· UH Ill)' :J,,,,._ aml 1111.lc­
pendent amplifications made in the C.rcek :'llSS. "hich h:1vc «iftxttd tic 11<.:lirt\\ fr.,;::ment~. Hut 
Sm.:nd. after a \'cry clo,c and cxh.,usti\'c im·c,ti:,:ation, h." m.,dt· it prctb.d,11: 1,11 tl1.,t the .,J,liti•,ns 
as« wholc--though ;1 cutain ,m,dl amount of inner c;rcck a111plific,,t1<>n. 1,erh.1p, t11Hltr Cl11i,11.1n 
influencC', must be allowul for- pos·,t·s, a 11umbt·1 1)( ,triki11~ .111d I" culi.11 f~.,tu1c, "hich poi11t Lu 
a common origin and their being pa, t .,f ;i c11mprch1 n,11·c and dclib,·r;,te ,~vi,ion; 111 "ther '"'rd,. they 
belong to a special rcc<:n,ion. ancl (/•) that this 1cC< n,ion dqx:nds 111x n a I h Im.,·'"""; 111.u,y ,,f 
the exprt:ssions and phra,cs used arc f1n1<l.11ne1n.dl}' I kbrc\\'. and arc cl, .1rlr t, ,n,l.,11,.111- .,f I ld.11 w 
originak' The difficu lt ics of the hypothc,i, \\'hich wuulJ .,ccoun t for the pn.:s,·nct •>I ,uc h c lc 1m:nL~ 
in the H ebrew l\lSS. as due to rctr:inslation han· already been discussc<l. 

(d) 7 lu· ,wo11stm,tio11 <'/ tlte onii11a/ Jfe{,rr;,• tn-t 

It has already been sho\\'n that thc l ld,n:I\ f1a,::111c11t, cont.,in the gcn11111,• .. ,i;:i11.11 t, ,t, tho11;.:h 
with many corruptions and with a cntain amount of tl'Xt-11,ixturc duet<> the c'>>•ltllt:1' uf diJh:11:111 
reccnsions. The first ta,k of criticism. thrrd11n·, is t,1 ftcl· thl! tc>.t. as it ha, l,ccn h,111.I,cl dm,n in 
the ;\ISS., from con uptions, glos,es. and scribal t:rrur•. r .. ,. thi, l'uq11isc the I Jcl,ic·w tc ,1 it,clf 
offers. in the first place, the most v.du.1hil· .1id. Bcn-:-i,a's l.ingu;i;:,· n•1i-t.1ntlr echoes tlut ,,f ,he 
Old Te,tamcnt. and it is renurkablc hem dc;irly and frt,1ucntlr th, sc 1,·111ini><"< tKcs di,p1;ir th,·m· 
selves in the text of l!l.3 Then, again, the form of the text in couple-ts of short line, of a certain 
approximately equal length and tlc1i11cd rhythm 1, of 111.1tcn.il .1,,1sto1th <'. It i, ,,11, n p11,,1bic ti' rc,lucc 
the lines to the normal Ieng-th :111<l 1hythm hy the rcmm:,I of ,t ,11pl'riltto1u, 1u nl ,,r \\1111!-. l ltl• u~c 
of the ancient \ 'cr,ions--espcciallr ,,f 1!:i and :z'-1, often ol great ,·,1h1e f .. r rc:con,tru,ting the ur:i:Lllal 
H ebrew thc,ugh it must not be fori.:1ttlt'n th.,L thc~e \',-..,i .. 11, ,LIC thcm•d\'l"' bed with m;lll}' d1.1,\. 
backs. 'Hoth ' have suffered much 'frnm tcxtu,ll dctnior;iti,rn. buth art: ol'tl-11 file ,llld n,,t h:cr,ll 
re nderings; even the origi11al form of 1':i, a, it wa,; made by the .rn:h .. r·s 1!1.111d,011, do<:s nut, it \H>ultl 
seem, depend upon the I lcbrt:11· text of Ben S1ra·, aut,,,;1.q1h. hut up, ,n .1 l.ttc·r t r.ui-, > ipt. Yet. 11 h.:n 
all 'Pos,ible reservations have been 111aJe. the ancie111 \', r,ions constantly affllnl ,Lid uf i11c,tim,1uiL· 
value for the work of rcconstrnctio11. Finall}·, the d.1t,1 dcrin:d fru111 ~ '" uftcn of the ;.:redtc,t 
possible value for criticizing thc"c p,,rts of the book fur which no p<•rl1u1h uf the I I dire'\\' tc~l h.11c 
been rccoveretl. These points receive ample illtht1.ttion in the te,t ;ind tc>.t11:il n ,tc., wluch ,ire 
printed in the following commentary. \\ c arc 1111,1ble 1u subscribe to the verdict of l'rof. Toy \)h<!n 
he says: 4 ' In gencr.11 the text nf llcn-Sir:i rt•main, 1w;,rly as it _wa, before the tli-~ovcry ot ~he 
fragments: On t he cont,ary, a careful ,tudr of J!I, a11d the u.sc of 1t for the purpos,.: ul cun,1ruct111.; 

l Cp. x,xi\·, 20" /I, x.xxv. ~l in J!l; '.\.i. 151 16, whit.h appcar!t in Jl ' .. ,pp.trl'ntl)· bd1,n1::5, also to the: ~cC,JmLtry rcc.;.t"I\• 
sion, :ind so xvi. 1 S, 16. • 

I Such cxpre~~ions ~,s ,=
1.,-ruAn~ n!wvw, ( i. 5), )'l°'Wtnf /vroA*>,, (xi,. 19), IJQl(,k;f',,i ;_"',~" arc or this kind: , .. ra,,,.,.. 

OSa .. auinr (xix. 19} = C''n ;'11: in some c;,scs the rendering's .1.moum to m1stran~l.ttions, e.~. "*"'""#''~~· i.,.iu,o· tx\"ii. :6,ca 
D"n,, ,,N: see further Smcnd, p. cxv f. 

• See e.g. the el,,boratc ll5l of par~llcl passages given in Taylor-Schechter, H'BS, pp. 13-;:. 
• ED, iv, col. 4651. 

z;9 



S1RACH 

a critical text of the book, has confirmed to us the verdict o r the distinguished scholars who first 
in:ulc it :ll'ailable for the scientific 11·ol'ld. I !nw far-reaching :mcl tra11sformin~ its effect on the old 
cmrcntlr-rcccivcd Greek Sirach really has been will be appa1e11t to any careful reader who will take 
the trnublc tu compare the critical version of the text, as it appcars in the following commentary, 
with that printed in the Authorized and Revi~ed English versions.1 

~ 4. Tin: GIUTK YFRSIOX ,,xn TIIF. SLcoxn.\R\" GRFEK Tm<T. 

,\rnon;.: the \rr~ion, of Sirnch this is the most important as being the earliest. As the 
l'rnlngm tclb u,, the (~n·ck translation was made from the original I lcbrew by the author's grand­
son; there 11·as, tlH'rcfore, not a lnng period of time between the original writing and its Greek 
lra11,lali1111. 'J'hc G reel, form of the book was that in which i t was first official ly received by the 
<"h11rd1. 1\nothcr fact which enhances the importance of this version is that in a number of 
in,t:u1cc, the text represents a purer form of the original I lcbrew th:rn that contained in the manuscripts 
of the I lchre\\' tl'Xt rcccntlr discovered. This fact makes the use of the Greek version cxtrcmclv 
v;iluahlc, and ind, cd indispensable, for the reconstruction of the I lcbrcw text. · 

The text of this \Trsion, as t he critical notes in the commentary \\'ill amply show, has come 
,t,,wn to 1" in a hatl condition; not infrequently it defies emendation. But in connexion with this 
two points 11111,t he tal"·n into account \\'hen u,ing the Greek text for the purpose of reconstructing 
tlw I kbrc\\'. In the first place, there is in many c;iscs of an apparently bad condition of the text 
1hc pM,ibility th:11 it ,1·:1s alll'a)'~ sn; thnt is to say, that it m:'ly be due to the initial inability or 
Jlcn-Sira s grands,111 to gi\·c a proper translation.so that \\hat appears now as a bad text was so from 
the lxi::inning. 'Ye arc entreated, therefore,' sars the transhtor in his Prologue,' to make your 
I" rus.d with favour ,incl attcntic,11, and to be indulgent if in any parts of what we have laboured to 
111tcrprl'l we mar seem to fail in some of the phrn-.cs. For thing-s origin:illy spoken in Hebrew have 
m,t thc ,,1111c force in them when they arc translated into another tongue.' And, secondly, J!cn-Sira's 
g,:rnclson clearly docs not consider it the duty of a translator to give anything in the shape of 
a ltter;tl t1~1n,Iation c,f his original; he seeks, right!}', to pre.,ent as far as pus.,iblc a \\'Cll-cunstructed 
( ircck inttrprctatinn rather than a slavish rcpwduction of" hat he translates; anti when, as in the 
prn,cnt c;1sc. it is poetry ll'hich is in question. the translator's freedom is of course inc!'eased. These 
two points must, therefore, not be lost sight of. But when all allowance is made for this, the fact 
,1 ill 1c111ains that the Grcck text 1s in a far from satisfacto1y state; it has suffered greatly from 
C<•rrnptions maclc in trnn,mi,sinn, it has often been inflated by the addition of glo~ses, inserted some­
time~ fur explanatory, at othu times for doctrinal purposes, and further, marginal notes, not originally 
intcndl'cl to he additions, have been 1,itcr on incorporated into the text. Before procccdin;::-, mention 
m:1.r here be made of the great displacement in the Greek text; we quote from Dr. Swetc: 2 • A 
rc111a1 kable di,crgencc in the a1 rangcmcnt of the Septuagint and Old Latin versions of Ecclesiasticus 
xxx xxxvi calls for notice. In these chapters the Greek order fails to yield a natural sequence, 
\I lic1l'as thL· Latin arrangement, \\·hich ts abo that of the Syri:1.c and J\rmcni.in versions. makes 
excellent sense. Two sections, XXX. 25-xxxiii. I v1 (w~ xo.>.aµ.wµEI O< •• • ,Pi·>..a~ ' la,w::I) and xxxiii . 13b­
x::-x,·i. J fi a (A<>l'"i" ,.,1,t.iu . . '"\am, ,jy1,Ja-,·,1rra), h;n c exchanged places in the Lalin, and the change 
is justified by tlK rt·stilt. < ln cxaminution it appears that these ~cctions are nearlr equal, containing 
in JI '.:i4 and l,:j') rrTi\''' rt•spcc1ivcly, whilst~ exhibits 11\0 in each.' There can be little doubt that 
in the cxrmplar from \\ hich, so for as is certainly known, all our Greek MSS. of this book 'are 
11ltim,1tcly clc1-i\-cd the pairs of ka\·cs on \\hich th .. sc S(·ct1ons were severally written had been 
tr,t11,pn,c:d. \I hen:a" the Latin translator. wo1·king from a :\IS. in which the transposition had not 
taken place, has prt·~rvcd the true order.'" 

\\ hu, the \'arinus ;\I SS. of the Greek version are examined it is seen that they exhibit great 
dhugcnres.' and the$<' divergence~ arc furlhcr increased \I hen the other versions and the patristic 
q11ot,1tions arc taken into consideration. For English readers the most instructive way of being 
lnoui.;ht face to face with these variations found in the Greek l\1SS. i5 to compare the Revised and 
1\utho1iY-ul versions together, for in the margin of the Revised version the following note occurs 
ai.;ain and again: · \' er,-c ... is omitted b)' the best authorities•; by these 'best authorities · are 
meant the· great Gn.:ek uncials of the fourth century A. I). (B :.: A). In the Authorized version, on 
the other hand, all the verses or parts of verses omitted by the Revised version find a place, the 

1 h should h~ noted that the displacement in chapterxxxi. 25 f., which has affected all extant Greek MSS., does not 
appear. m Jl, which has the true order. Sec further on this point next section. 

' Jhc c>/d "/i!st,,mntl in <,tel:, vol. i1. p. v1. 
' 1 ho sululion i, clu• "' U. l. Fm,sche, ;:111•gef,rsstcs a,,: ·tisdtts lltt11db11d, :11 dm Afol:ryp/1t11, v, pp. 169, 170. 
1 ror examples recourse must be had 10 the aj,p,,mlus cnti,us in the commentary. 
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l"JTRODUCTIO~ 

rc:isnn for this bcin1,; th;it the 1rret'k text uf which the :\ullvm,ed \'<'r•ic,n i, a 1rnn,,l 1t1on i, thal 
1cprncnted by ii number of cur,i\' s belnn~in;.: to the thirlocnth and f1>111tccnth cc1111111 •, ., ti:xl 
''.htch i~ also to ~ _la.-he c-.:tcnl represent,·'.! in the .<JI,! 1.ntin ,cr.mn, :ind in the rp1 •lklllm~ f1<Jlll 
~1r.1ch 111_ ~he \Hll1n;.:~ of some of ~he Church l·.ilhc:1, Th<'SC ~rc;1l ,1iver~cncc:,, then, in th" 
t,reck \lSS., ;ill ofwh1ch,:i, we hav,· Jllsl ,ecu,i.:u li:ick 11, 11111· n,p)' in which the i,:reat displ,ctmcnt 
wa, aln:.1dy p~e~cnt, occa~ion a clillicult problem l'wn po1111, hr,wnc,. i,,ncr~c cl,:r11lr: ,n 1he 
face of the stnkm~ and numcrn11' d1vcq.(t·11,·,·, and additic,ns 11 i, c,•uknl ll111 all the- 1,1 s::;. etnnc,t 
nltinutcl)' .111 i:-o back to one ori;.:inal form of t,··,a; .1ncl. ;,_::,,in. ,incc 1111 the cxl,1111 c;r~-d. :-,1:,,-.. 
;11c .d.c,ccndcd from one c'.'l'r in "hich the tlispl.1ccmt·nl \Ill~ ,1lr<:.1d}' f,mn.\, the <ll\LJ :cnC•!!I :in,I 
ndcl111011s mnsl ha,e been m cx,,1,·nc,· at a \'Cry earl;- prriud Th<· malt•·• , ,m he ptal m ~no1hc1 
way: Cod. JI, for_cxnmplc: rcptL-SCnb_''."e lypL' ,,f Git-ck 1c,1,c·,.,1d. 1~x. -:?j l rrt•«·srnt R110thcr typt 
that, namdy, wluch cr11ll,11ns lhc adclit,,.n,: bnth h,1H the ;:re 'll di-pl:t~r111t1ll, and therel>.1rc l,~th 
pre,umably, must ullimately ~o l,;1rk tu one a11cl lh<' ,,mc C••f'}'· nllh1111,:h 111 the actual d,,t<::. .,j 
th,·,t: two man11,cripls there i, a diff.:rcnc:e ol', ro11:.:hlr spcakin;.: , th ,11,1111! y,·.11s 1\111 how c:111 ii 
he possible that these two ma111i-cript, ,h ,uhl ;.!•• h ,ck ,,, ""' .. ,-in111.,I ,·np,· when 011c o: them h,,, 
so many variations and addition, as cump.,rcd with tlw utl11·1 t ..,1 lew lcc111, n"tc :m'•lhC:r i.tclt•r 
which is of real assistance in hclpinis to ;inwc .11 a ,eol111i1111 of 111< 1''"!>!1111-tlw <>Id r .. ,1111 ,, r,1•>11, 
which is .1 translation of the Greek, h,is the adt!iti,,ns, hut ha, 11, I i,:ol tl11• cl1•pl.tcc111cnt. :,So\\ tht• 
Old L:itin ver,ion rq11·cst·111s a c1111diti •n of ,Lff,,iis which 1<, Lier t '1an cithrr d,,. :;:rr-•.l 1111c:ial c•,,hc:M 
or the cu~,i\'es as we now l~;ive lhcm :. t_his. th, rcf,,n:. pru,·,·, th 1l lilt type r r I xt 1-eprc-enter! by 
( 1ltld. 2-lX, 253 was extant tn some :\l~::-i. hl'fon the ex1,t111r" 11f lhl' a1·, lte1~·ptl ~I.">. 11 h1ch c,rnt.11ne I 
the displacement. 

Tt sn·ms clcnr that there cxi,ted at n very 1::irly period, prohahly :is e:irlr a~ the I.isl century 
J:.,·., ll\111n1c.:~ of the Gieck kxl, .,Jri11t<11) lv-.:t. 11l1id1 Ii~, cl the l,ici." ,ill ti. (~u-ck ~,..._.::., 1111! 

which represents the ori;.;in,d tran,lation of H,·n-:-,i,~, ,!l,m,l .. ,n, ;utcl ,I., 11 lo_1 II,:. I h, !,,rni¢r 
of these, ahe trimm;r lexl, i, rcp1c,c111l'd h;· the ;_!1,·nt 1111ci.Lls !IN.\ ,tnil th, q, 1:p ui l'11r,l\·t, 1,s 
15.i, 1:,7, 196, 307, 30K, as wrll ns in the Aldine anrl s;"linc u.lition~. Th<" suo11dary lC'Xl is 
reprc:scnlcd in varyini.: dcgn·v, hy the ;.:n,11p of, 11r,i o, 101

,, 14S, !~ ;. !~4. 1r. I II th< ~I:--. 
used by the sc.-venth-n:ntmy c,,rrL·Uur of l ·,,,J. :-;ini.11i, u, N • ; ,,I tlll'~e the f ,,un .. : 11 pn•,c1.1.,tin: 
is 241!: this trpe of text i0 also rcllcctcd 111 th,• Old I :1.1in and the .Srrhr versions. :is ,1dl as in 
the ~yrti-1 lcxnplnr (in lhi, lattc1 m.111}' of thL' 1u "'fs<'> I,, !1111,..111~ lo tit,· ,cc,,ncl.iry I ,1 ,II<. IU ,1k,:,I 
\\"ith lhc a,1crisk). nm! in llw Complutcnsia11 ti•xt : II al,11 li:is Lhc •IIJ'I"" t , I I '!em,·nt ,.f \ h x 111d1 i 1 
and Chrysostom in tl1eir quotations from our h<l()k. This ~ccondny Greek trxt w,1< I kr the 
primary one, lranslnlcd from the llcbrew.1 Jn the Talmuri, .1nd 111 som,• other Jewish w111ing , 
there arc R:ibbinical Ilebrew quotations from Sirach which vary f,om the 1cx1 ol thf'.' cre.,t 
1111..:ial, (the prnnaiy tcxlJ. lrnl \\hich,,rL 1L'J11<,l'lllnl 1n th, ~,.,11cl.11) «,rct', 1.,t \,..11:i,111,011 • 
c;i-t, lhc sccondarr l lchrcw t,·xt, n·11111:111h .,f 11hi<-h an· pn· .... ·1,e, :11 th,· ll"Cr n• • -: ,1111d I ldu,•11 
i\l SS .. is represented in the • 248 group', but not in the uncials lint! their followers .\nu there i, 
tht, furthc.:r fact th;1t 111.111y of the aJd1ti1111' 1,,11111! in tlw · ~4., ,.tt,np ,.111. 011 .,:c 111•, rt1,,;. ~,,m, 
•·nl)' be explained 011 the s11ppos1lio11 ,if 111 .. i, havin!-! hc,·11 tr,111,l.,1,·d d1r«t fr .. m , 11,·ur," n11,:i11.,l. 
These points go to i.hm, that the additions which L~l,1nl? to tltt· (CCu111.brr Gree!.: trxt .uc not 
interpolation,, but arc based in the main upon a secondarr I Jcbrew ori :111:il 

To come back a~nin, then. to the question ,\i1h whicl> we ,t trtcd: how ar, the h,·,, (,q>J>arcntlr 
contrauiclO!)') fol!o11ini.: fact, to bc cxpla11wcl? Tlwrc .,re ;:n·tt .ln,r .• ,, .c, in ,,111 l;tLcl, ~rss .. 
and yet all ~" back to 011c arcl1ct)'pe. h,·causc nll han· lhL' s,1111e gn.,1 cl,,,,!.",111c11t. Th•; 111,,~1 
probaulc h)•pothcsis would si,cm lt) h,· that lhc archl!!yp,• n·spu1i-1,,: f,,, the.: d1,l'l 1c,nll'nt 11;,s 
a (;rn·k l\1S. which contained thl' primary t,·:-.1 1cpre•,·111,·d h;· the 1111.i.1!-. J,'r,11:1 lhts \J:,, th,· 
uncial~ were directly dcriv,·d. hut .,t th1· sn111e timc.: nthcr ( ;,, .... k :\IS::-;. \\'l'IC in , :-.istcnC"t.' "h1ch 
comaintd the sccnndarr text and 11crc without 11w tlisl'!.u:c111e111.• .\, ,·0pic.; wne multi· 
plic<l of the former gruup lhc distorted ,,rder \\'/IS adhned 111. while in s,•rnc l' L'L's the ,·arianl_ 1<•.xt 
of the :\1SS. reprcscntin;.: the sc:condary tL·ccn,ion wa, .1cl,•plnl .tncl c.:mh~dicd; hence l\1<> \'arJl!l1c< 
of texl, bnlh of w h ich contain th<' dispbn:mcnt, come int" , ,i~t<'1Kc. J'hc purest l'Xl,lllt form ,1f 
the tcxl of the sccomfar\' recension is rcprc,entcd apparenlll' hr the Old Latin ,er,io11; th,: 1e-..t 
t>f Cod. 241! only partia.lly embodies the ,·ariants and .1dditi,11i- of the <~rcck MSS. behind lhc 
Old L atin. 

But al thoui:-h there arc some half-doten Greek ;\J:--S: in addi1i,~11 ltl the Syria~ ;rnd Ol<l. Latin 
versions and the Syro-Hcxaplar, in \\hich the ,ec:ontl.1rr <,ri,ek text 1s rcpre.scntcd. 1l 1, ccr1a111 ti!"' 
no o ne of these nctually contnins that text as such: all th.it ,· rn he s.ucl ,~ th.II thc-e author1t1e., 

1 On the primary and '<Cond~ry Hrbr "' texls ,.,., the preceding sect ion, § 3 !Up. (()). . 
l It should be noL«l that J!! a~«c> "11h 1!.. ,'I.<., rn ha, 11 g 11,e tr,.~ 1,1, er: II h:is 1101 the du;pl.u:cmcn1. 
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have to a greater or le~s extent been influenced by it. T hus, apart from a great many minor 
auditions, the • 2,1H group' of ~1SS. (il\cluding 11•·• and the Syro-Hcxaplar), taken altogether, have 
about a hundred and fifty stid,oi which a rc not found in the M SS. representing the primary G reek 
text; 1 of these additions thirty-two arc found in the Syriac version, which has, besid es the:sc, t hi rty­
,cvcn more of its own ; the Oki Latin version has a much larger numba of its own, together "ith 
thirty-three of those found in the • 2,11! group'.• The other group of cursive MSS., mentioned 
abo,·e. which with the uncials rcprcfcnt the primary Greek text, were original ly based on the 
secondary tc)(t, for ther ,till contain t races of this latter, andl must therefore be regarded as t he 
descendant,; of manu~cripts rcprc,enting the ~ccondary text wh ich were corrected on the basi:, o f 
the uncials. 

\ltht>ugh the f,agments of the sccondar}' Greek text now extant arc considerable, they arc but 
fragment,, and, as the scqud will show, it is reasonable to a.ssumc that at one time the d ivergences 
ll<'t\\een the t1," tJpcs of text must have been considerably greater. The quc,tion, therefore, 
n:\lur;,lly arise., ,1 hy it \\.ls that a ,econdary type of text (in the first in,tance, as we have seen, 
exi,tin~ in J lebrcw> should ever have cnmc into existence? The additions found in the• 24 1! group' 
and 11thc1 authorities arc so considerable th.1.t they cannot be accounted for by the a,sumption 
that they arc merely arbitrnry expansions of t he text or explanatory glosses; they must have some 
more ,pcdlic purp()sc. \\'c believe that !\I r. Hart is right in saying that these additions are 
· Frar,111, nts of the \\.isdo111 of a Scribe of the Pha1 isecs, and contain tentative G reek renderings 
of 111;111} of the technical terms and watchwords of the sect. As Je~us bt·n Sira deall ,, ith the 
u1.rlier Scriptures, so some unknown disciple dealt with his master's composition. I le received the 
ck posit and added to it;· the additions arc' traditional accretions," hich-,o far as external e, idence 
tc,,tifics-d,,ccm!cd from an immemorial antiquity', though 'they do not neces.--arily proceed from 
the hand of one indi,·idual '! In fact, the ,;.econdary Grtck text represents a Pharisaic recension 
of the original wurk of Bcn-Sira. But before \\'e deal more fully \I ith the subject of this Pharisaic 
rcc<'n,ion, it is imprntant as well as instructi\'e to indicate the standpoint represented br Ben-Sira 
himsdf in his work; thi; will help to explain and justify the existence of the later recension. 

Dr. 1 a}·lor, in his edition of I'irqr Al>otl.t (11<97), p. I t5, s.-iys in reference to the books of the 
S:1dducce,. • \\ c h,l\c no authentic 1emains of S.iddueee literature, but it h.1s been suggested with 
a ccrtilin plausibilit}' that the book Lcclcsiasticus approximates to the standpoint of the primiti,·e 
<;:aduqin as regards its theology, its 5ace1dotali,m, and its want of ,rmpathy wit h the 111,,d,ni 
Sofcrim. The name ,,,f 1·.z.ra is significantly omitted from its catalogue of worthies. ' l t remains 
singular', rt'marks K 11tnen, 'that the man whom a later gl'neration compared, nay, made almost 
equal, to :\loses, is pas,cd over in siknce .... Is it not really mo,t natural that a Jesus ben Sirach 
clid not feel sympathy ,nough for the fir,t of the Scribes to give him a place of honour in the 
series 1•f brae!', great men?· The modern Scribe was to Hen-Sirach an unworthy descendant of the 
primitive 11 iH, in accordance with Eli'e1er ha-Gadol's bmcnt over the degeneracy of a later age: 

: '1J N'"l!lOJ •in~> N•1:•::n 1,::1 t:1ipc.i n •::i ::i-int:1 01•0 

· F:x quo Tl'mplum dcvastatum e,t} coeperc Snpimlcs similes essc Scrilii.r; Scribae acdituis; Aeditui, 
vulgo hominum: \'ulgus ,·cro hominum in pcius indics ruit, nee quis rogans, ;mt quae1cns. supcrcst. 
Cui ergo innitendum? Patn 110,tro coclcsti?' !Jr. Taylor points out, further, the important fact 
that in the Babylonian Talmud (Sr111!1Cdri11 I oo b) the Ro,•J.·s of thr Sndducas and the Book of Bm­
S ira arc placed side by side en the ' Index expurgatorius': 

: '"li''D' "l'CN •C) N"l•O 1J '1.!0J "lr.:N 901• J "I C'jl-11~ ' "l~OJ NJn . 

\\'hat Dr. Ta) lor S:l}'S receives confirm.it ion from the I lc:brcw text of the Canticle following I. I .1., 

\I hich "as <li,con:rcd subscqutnlly to the publication of his book: 'Gi, e thanks unto Him that 
choosctlt the ,t,ns of Z:ulok to be pric$tS; fo1 His mercy cnclureth for ever.' s It is also in accorclancc 
with the Sadcluccan theology contained in the book. There is no mention of the existence of 
angcb. and only the ,cant1c,t reference to demons (and even t his is not certain), the central idea 
bdng that of a pnsonificcl \\ isdom.• Then, again, special prominence is given to the Law; here we 
may be permitted to quote again from Dr. Taylor's book, especially as in conn.::xion with what 
he· says a further Sadduc~an tenet, the denial of a resu1 rection, is included (in Sirach belief in 
a hcrc;iftu is re,trictcd to the Sheol-conception): 'The Sadducecs said, ,.;, ,,,·u, civc.iaTacrw (:\!alt . 
.xxii. C:J), and our Lord answers bran indirect a rgument from the Pentateuch, instead of bringing 

1 Cod. 248 nlone hos a hundred and t1<ent)•-thrcc. • See Smend, Die lVdslttil du Jesus Sirad,, pp. xciv. 
1 C'/J. di., p. i74. • l\l ishnnh, So/alt ix. S (Surenhusius, vol. iii, p. 3o8). 
' TheS<: ,.ords do not occur in either the Greek or the Syriac \'ersions. • See further§ 9, iii. 
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proors o r a more ob\'ious and direct kind from other part, o r 11,,ly Scriptur~·. lit nee ii has been 
inferred that they accepted the Pentateuch onlr, and rejected the, '.1:e1,1im ind Kcthubim, On the 
other side, it is asserted that th is inrercnce is wholly inaccur,1w; that ther accepted the tlm·e di, j. 
~ion.s of the Old T c,tament, and rejected only the o:tr.1-,;criptur.11 • Tradition· :llld scTibc-l.u1·. ·r he 
truth, perhaps, lies in 111,·dit1. The Jew, in general esteemed, ;ind still e.slccm, the l'cnlatcuch mo1c 
highly than the Prophets and the I l agiographa: 

i'I~ !)'II 01,'0 !,;:io, ;i::,o l'll>:l'r.) i 'IIJI 1 
[ j;'lJ I l'~Jljn m::, ;il.J:, •,:i, ;:•:,:,:, C'll'Jl lit,~:~· 'r:'.I( •:11 ,:~1 

: '1::i o•;,1m l'll\'O ·~1: :, O'"lt:I ~::-:n, 

' And therefore I say that the Pr,,p/1.-ts .inti ll,i~·i,•,:r,1fl1t1 are c:,llccl ,, ,cl, of (!,1bf,,1/t1/1, ucc.,u,c th, r 
were received by lnnhox>i, and ther canw from the days of ,\lu,n,; 1111,l I') ,,,, 111,·,1,1, 111,• tltr;· r,11111/ 
to the 1-i'i'C B0t1J:s, ll'hich :i re all prccq,ts and urc li11.111ccs, Kc.' If the S:tdducl'f.."' were ,,f the numl,c1 
of th.osc who in,bted must stn,ni,:ly 1111011 the ,upuill~ a11th111 itr of thti l '<:nla tcuch, it might 1t1 

ccrt;un cases be ne,1rcr to the truth t" s:,y that tlwr rqc·ctul the l'rnphds and llai:i,,1:r:i11h,1 th;111 
to ,.ay that they acc(;pted them. If n prr,phcL wt·re 'lll<>led in "l'l'"'iti"n to :\lu,<:s thcr \\ould 
have questioned the .,uthoritr of the Jl"'Jlhct.' 2 Tia a11t.1i,:o,11b111 b<tw,cn the Sadducles ;u,d thc 
Pharisees on thi, point i, cl('arly indicatt'd hr )<hcphu, (. /111 xiii. 10. IJJ, ,1 here he "'>"". · ' I he 
Pharisees ha\'C deli,·cred to tht: p .. opk a g1<';1t 111.,ny nh,<:nancc, hy •llCCL"i,,n [cp. Ur. Tarlor's 
q uot ation above] hom their fathus. which arc 11nt "rillcn in the law, nl :\lo,,:s; :intl it is fur thh 
rc:ison that the Sadduc('es rejt-ct thnn. and ,ar, th.at \\C an tu e,t,<·m a, r,l,lii;atorr fonl) J tho:;c 
observances that arc in the written w,,rJ, 1,ut arc not lu uh,n\'I.' thn,c thin;.., that ,11c dcn\'t'II i'rorn 
the t raditions uf our forefathers.' The I r,,min,:nce gi" n tu the I.a" in ::.irad1 11,ar. there(, re, 
well indicate the Sadduc,·an altitude. ,\;.:;11n. till' \"err mca;.:1c rdt:1rnu: tu the ~lc,,ianic hope, 
which is also charactt.:ristic of nur b,·ok, likc,dse P' ints to 1t, 1111:111,,lin~ from a S,,tlducc,111 1111/1,11, 

for the Sadducees <lid not ,hare the :\lcs,ianic h,,pes of the l'haii,,·,-,;, the l;1t1,;1, !ull,-,1111;: the 
teaching of the Prophets, looked to Gl'<I tu ;.:uidc the dc,tinie, o,[ the nation, "l11le th<.: SAdJuc-r:cs 
disbelie,·ed in such divine !!uidancc:; thq· · talc ;l\\ar f.,tc, aff,nning- th.it thnc i, nu ,uch thml:, 
and that the events of hum,111 affairs arc not al 11., di,p<•s,11, hut thi:r h,,ld tl;:tl .,II m r ;1clirn~ :i,c 
in our own po\\er' (Josephus, Ant. xiii. 5. CJ; cp. B.fl. lud. ii. 8. q). Further, Dcn-~ira ~hows 
him,-cl[ lo be a Sa<.lduccc l,y his compa1.1ti,·, Ir fa,·0111al,le .tll1111dc tm1.u-d, the l.l,tthc11 \\t,rld; 1t i, 
true that one of the: main objects of hi, h,wk is to ,ho\\' the ,up<rirnit}' nl Jc"i,h wi•do111 ,,,l1 th.it 
of the Greeks, but he dues not ,how that contempt fnr non-Jews "hich "as •o d1.ir,1clcri,tic of the 
Pharisees. 

\\ hat has been ,;ai<l is sufficient lo ,how that our b,,uk, in ii- nri;,inal form, rqHc•cntccl tl•e 
Sadducean standpoint: and this fact olfrr, ,, /nm,, );1, i,· p1Ts11111ptio11 that "1th the g10" th , i 
Pharisaic influence :i book \\'hich enjoynl s" much p,,pulantr as Si1.1ch ,hnuld h,1H· betn l,,t<r 
o n m oulded, as far as p<>ssibk, into a f,,rm morl' in accc,rd,mee with the ickas uf the \!nntin.111t 
party, and th.it therefore the additions ,diich cnn,titute the lll:Lin reaturc of the ,ccc1111la,y 1;1eck 
text ~ho1,;ld reflect specifically l'haril'<'lic t!"achini-:-. A, ~n acli\'c moH·mc11t l'h:11i,.,i,m c111u1:c.• lll•111 

the l\Jaccabcan conflict ,1 ith surrounding- hcath<·ni,111 and ,,nly hc.;omc·, quiescent afler the ,mnil11l.1-
tion of the Jewish national life in the rl'ii.:n or I ladrian \from ab< ,ut 1,-j:l 1: , .-.\, 1,. 1 \OJ. 'nw \\'ork 
whic h the teachers of the L aw had hq;:1111 \'iz. the .1pplic;itio111 of the ·1 orah to th,· 111,1ctical .1ff.11rs 
of everrday lire-was continued and made <:ffccti,c l>r the l'h:irisC'<''· Fll.><)1,:Cll, i11 111s A',-/J,:1,•1<s 
Virws of tlte Pltr.risrN, p. 2, ,ars: • The J>h~ri,t:cs arc 11,11,dlr d1:-c.-ihed .ts the pally of n.111o1w 
lega listic tendencies, and it is foq;:0111.:n ho\\' ,.,trc1111<>11,lr tilt"}' l.1ho1urcd, a:,:ain,t the 11, llrni,ing 
movement for the maintenance of .l/,,1111tluis111; it is f.,,g-.. tt<-n that thcr built up , d(~" ,u 111<li: 1· 
dualism a~d purely :spiritual w,•rsltip; that it was thn,11gh them mo1c c,pccially that l•d1,f Ill 

a future lzfe ,1·:is clecplncd; an<l that the}' curied on a 111•\\crful mi,sion pn>pai.;.111d.1. They .11c 
represented as merely the guardi:tns of the l'rnutcud1. :t11d the f.tct i, u,-crlunl..t:.d th.1.t they 11_11 k,s 
esteemed the Prophets and the Hagiogupha. and \\ere not I, ,s c,111-ful to make 1t their ~lt1l}', 111 the 
weekly expositions of the Scripti11cs, tn preach to the peopl,• th~ tt uths and hope, of 1d1g1011 out uf 
these books.' Fully in accord,rnce "ith these religious vic11s of the l'harisee~ arc tl,c three i.:rc.1t 
watchwords in reference to practical n:ligion to be found in l'h.uis.,ic litcr,nure, viz. ;i;:,i\'1 .,~~I'll n::i,~·n, 
i.e. repentance. p rayer, and alm,g-iving (lit. • _ri~htt0!1,ncss ').; th1.:se three :ire. m~ ntiu~c_d 1,~,:~th<:r a, 
the three things which • avert the e\'il doom _l In 1llustrat1on of the,c l'h:ms;uc rclig1ous news we 

• [ Read )'Kl for I j,i::i . Then "·c c~1 the ri~ht sense: '1ho11i;h the)· c:\mc not· instead of • nnd thcr cnmc.' 
Ge.n. Editor.] 

• Op. ,it., p. 114. • · 
1 With v.hat 1s said here regarding 1he l'h.iri crs cp. !lox's 'Sun·•>· of Recent l.11cr,oturc on 1he T'h~11,,~ ~n,1 

Sadducecs 1, in the Rt1Jir.1.• of Tluolt>gy t1nd PAil,m/)l,y, '°l- "', '\o, J, pp. 133 ff. 
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will take a few ,;xamples from thC' additions found in the secondary Greek text in order to show the 
hi~h prob.1bility of their having been put in by a Pharisaic scribe or scribes for the purpose of 
bringing the book more into harmony with the views of what had become the dominant religious 
party in Pale~tine. 

\\'c have seen that in contrn-uistinction to Sadducean teach ing the Pharisees b elieved strongly 
in the divine governance of the world and in a close relationship between God's children and their 
hrnvcnly Fathtr; in illustration of this we may turn first lo xvi. 10, where the H ebrew text has: 

Thus (did it /1appm) fq t/1e sir h1111dn•d fhq11sa11d f(}Oft11rn, 
ll"lto wcrr destro;•rd in lite arroga11q of their /1rart. 

T o this .j5 ;o 248 <1.dc! · 

C/1astisi11J; s/11r.1•il~sr 111rrry, smiting, beating, 
111, l.ord guarded thou in mercy n11d i11 disciplmr. 

This :l<l<liti,,n is quite inappropriate where ,t stands. :i.nd has C\' idcntly got out of place, but it must 
cv,tlrntl)' h:1,c been inserted for the purpose of emphasizing- God's activity among llis people. 
A similar emphasis is found in the addition to xvii. 17, where 70 248 insert: 

Whom (i.e. lsrad) Hr /,rougl,t up ns His jirsf/,qm wit/, severity, 
V.·t lon11g them, i111parti11,: ta tltr,11 tlu light ef Ion·, n11d lie forsook them not. 

ru,thn, in .. ,dl'r lo as,erl more s!ro11gly the d,vine ~uida11cc i,1 the "'orld, which, as \\C have seen 
fr.,rn the \\l>nls of J1»cph11~ abm·c, the Sa<lducees denied. the Pharisaic scribe inserts in the middle 
ol "\ i. 1 '.I 1.1s pn·,crvcd in 1,lX 1, 1/11· wl1t>lr ,,•,,rid was 111ndr, n11d ,·.ristct/1, /,y I !is will; the line pa~sagc 
in 11hich llc.:n-Sir,i dcscribt·s the transcendent might of Jahveh scarcely seems to require this inser­
tion. hut, :is a matt..:r of fact, it docs afford a better answer to the words of the supposed sceptic which 
He n-Sira u,cs; the point cannot be grasped unless the passage is quoted ; in xvi. 17 it is said: 

.'>'ay 110!: ' I nm ltirl.lr11 from G,,d, 
• lnd in Ill<" ltr{,:ltt ,,,/10 will rn11011ber 111.- '! 

I slt,1/L 1101 /,,· 110/ic,·d a11101~.; s,1 illnslnous a people; 
~.Ind what is my soul n1110,~,:, tit,· mass of tit, spirits o/ nil tltc c/tildrcn of ~,u11 f' 

The,..- .ire the words which a ,ccplic is suppt•sed 10 utter, rnd Ben-Sim answers the objector thu~. 
xvi. 1S. 19: 

fldu,ld the /1,·n,·e11s n11d tlu ltra,•t'11s ,if tit,· /1rm'£IJS, 
.1 ml tit,· dup. n11rl tit,· .-art/,; 

ll'hn, JI,- t,·.-,1d,·tlt 11po11 tltn11 /hey sln11rl firm, 
.-Im! who, ffe ,•isitctlt tltnn rluy tremble; 

V,·n, tit,· bottom.< of the 111m111ta111s, n11d //,,- f,m11datio11s ,if tl,r ,uorld, 
II ' hm I k look.-1/1 upon thou tltr;· trn11h/e grrntl;•. 

Jkn-Sirn·, rt'ply i,; a fine um:; it is probably true to say that he wa~ ,1 b1.ttcr Scribe than Sadducee 
in ,pit ... nr the main tcmlcncy of his book (sec the excgetkal notes in the commentary for the 
Hililical rc·fcrenccs echoed in the lines above), but his answer was not sufficiently to the point for 
111< pr.tctic,11 l'hari,c:c, \\hose added words offer in reality a more direct and pointed argument 
a:~;tin,l the erroneous vkw exprc.,scd. .\gain. for practical purposes, as Ilart well points out, ' it 
,,·.,s nccl·ss,1ry to ~uarJ against the tendency towards the Sadduccan position, and to assert against 
1lic111 thL fact that (,ocl governed the world'; and so the Pharisaic glossator adds after xviii. 29 (248): 

J:etttr is tmsf (lit. 'bold11tss ') i11 n si,~r;lt- Jl!as/fr (i.e. God), 
T/1,111 witlt ,1 dtad l1Mrl lo ding to dead t/Jmgs (i. c. idiJls).1 

\\'ith a ,imilar ohjcct the following addition is made after xviii. i (io 248): Hcn-Sira says, The 
I <'rd nl,mr s/1t1// br j11stiji,·d; then comes the addition: 

Aud tltcrc is 11011r ollur brsid1· lii111, 
I Fl,o g11idt!l/1 tile wt1r!d i11 !/Jc /u1lluw of His /Ja11d, 

A 11d all tl1i11;:s aN ob,·dimt rmto His will; 
h,r He is klug of nil tltings, n11d tltey a,r iu 1/is pmotr; 

fl< upnrntt1/1 n111011,,: tlttm tlu- ltoly t/1i11gs from the cr,11111()11. 
1 cotiua.,•· wnpp'ivia ,·., &a rrOT'1] p.d~ 

;1 •••fa •apaia •••p,»~ ti,~i,,aoai (xviii. 29 Cod. 248). 
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And with the same purpose thest: ~triking wor<l,, are a<l<lc<l after ,.;x. J 1 ( l-4X): 

Rcllrr is p.rrsislml md11rt111cr (irnoµov,j) ;,, suNn:; tlir L11rd 
Tl1tm « tlrntr (r,,ux,,~Jn,,, ' c.haiiuteer 'J ,{ li1J , 4•11 /,fr ,,•11/u111I « 111,ot,·1-. 

J-1.trt (,,p. cit., p. 280) ha~ some i11t<:resti11~ 1cmarks on these pasi.,~es. 'The doc.ripti,,n 1Jf the 
typical Sadducee', he say,, ' «s cli,~,;11~, ;,·it!, d,·a.t /1,·,11 f 1,, dn11/ tJ,lll;:.r i::,x., little beyond the ucc,,unt 
of Joscphu,,. It is true he nc\·cr idc·ntilic:. the >-cct fonn<1II)" with the Epicurean,, but lu: tlDCnhcs 
them both in similar terms. and indic;itcs his com·ictiun that their 1lc.:nial of l'1ovi1knce leads tu 
virtual atheism. A God who has no O\'er,ii.:ht of the universe is equiv.dent t1J ., dead idol Epi­
curea ns and Sadducces might ilCkn1m ledge the dist,rnt exi,t<:nce of the ~od" of t ht:ir rcspcctr\C 
nations,1 but this formal acknuwlcd;,:e111cnl could 11<,t ,.n·e thc·cn from the l,"h of the ortll(ldo\. Th,· 
Rabbis employ the word Epicurus to denote the fool who s.1i1l in his lll:art, There is nn Cod. .\ml 
such were dead even in their lif<:time·, as the ri~htl'ous h\'e 1111 even in d,:ath.' The (licturc ,,f the 
ch.irioteer, who drives his life, whi(h i, his ch,uiot, .,t 1,u11!11m, directed by no master, currcspond• 
clo,;ely enough with one of the mct.1phcn-s crnplu)'l·d ur Jo,cphu,. "The Epicu1e.,ns ·•, he •ap. ·• expd 
l'rovidencc from life, and do nut admit tlut (;od .. \"l'r~ees e\'cnls, 1101 )"Ct th.,t the unive·r,c i, guiilcd 
by the ble!>Sed and incorruptible, I·.s,c.:11c<: for the pc.:rnu11c11ce 11f the \I hulc, they ,.,r that the "orltl 
is borne along /«eking- a c/l(lriot,-.-r and uncared for." ' 3 

The divine unit}', together with th<: beli,·f in < ;o,J .,, the unique !'i.tvim1r, i, hmugln out ur the· 
addition in 70 l48 (with slight varhtions) to xxi\·. 23 

Faint 11, ,f, but b, slro11_,: in tlu !.,,rd, 
Ami c!.-a;,,· 1111(,1 ll,111 t/1r1t II,· 111<1)' str,11.i:tltc11 you. 

Cka;·f u11/,1 /l,111; the /.11rd, tlu ,llmi,;l11J', ,s tit, 011e «11,i 011/y C,,rl: 
A 111/ b.-sid: I ftm tlten· is '"' .\11:•1,ur. 

This passa~e offers one of the 1110,1 striking 111>1,ui..:e, ul the I 'ha, isaic do,trine of ( ;,,.I, 1,-.,th a, 
reg-,Hds the Divine pcrsun.dit)' as \\ell ,IS th~· rl'l,1ti1111shi(l bctwc.:C'n 111111 and I !rs tn1c \\'11r,hipp._r,. 
This double aspect of Phari~aic: doctrine. which ha, 11ut .1h,.tp, bc,·n ,1dc•1tr.1tc-!1· n,c.1.:111 ed. h-" 
been insisted upon wi t h sume c111ph.,,i, by,, recl"lll ll"riter. 'hi,, well', he~-,>~ 'tu l,1r ,:,.,, up,111 
the Pharisaic belief in tht: nt:ames, of (11,d ,t11d tht: dircctrn•,.,_, n( ,,<:c<:« tu I lirn; ,tis,, t" 111.,k,· d,.11 
the fact that emphatic resistance was offcted by the l'ha,i,ccs t11 any idt-;t of a plut .tlrty of I 1i1 in" 
persons ... . Of course it was ne\'cr lkni<:d that l ,od II tts the ,\l111i;.:h1y, the Loni of ,i.11 \\tc,rld•. 
supreme over everything. 11111':ed, tlut 11·;1, ;iflirrned over .rnd un,r ,tg.,in, .tnd i, one: of the· ,1:-..1om, 
of Pharisaic belief. But, whalt:\'ct other Jc1h 111,1y h,t\,· dune under the in1lt11-me uf l lcll1111-111. thL' 
Pharisees never doubted for a moment that I ;.,d l l1ni.clf, the one ,uprl'llle l;od. "·'' actual Ir n, l1 tu 
every one of !Tis people; "ne:ir in c\·cr}' kind of ncame,s," .-~s it "as s.1id (}er. Bu:at 13 a>_'• 

The clcavin!! unto the J,.,1d ,u ~tron~I)' c.:mph.i,11 .. I 111 the l.t,t quutcll ad,!iu, ,n le~d· lh un 
to illustrate the l'haris,iic char.,ctcri,ti<: uf piettsrn: I"" "111,d 1cli;.:iun. that ,c:1~1,,u, indi11du.1h,111 
which did so much tu foster spiritu;tl 1111rship. ;,. ur,11,;..ht out i11 a number u( the .,dd1t1un, Cut111d in 
the $C<;Ondary Greek text. '\"ot th.,t lk-n-Sira '"" him,elf ,.-amrn;; in dc·t·p p1<.:ty, hut ,1> cu111p.ircd 
with the Pharbaic ideal it is not surpn,ini-: Lt> 1ind that the l,,,.,k 11.,s cnn,idnl·d in soml' rc,v,:ct­
wanting, and that it seemed to thc nu~re :mlcnt religiuu;s tc111pc1.u~<:nt_ e1f thl· l'h.tr!sec.-,,; a, not 
su fficiently expressive uf the close rcl.1t1<111,h1p bct11ec11 l,e,d ,,nd l lts 111uu, ones. h,, cx.unpk 
Bcn-Sira says in i. 12: 

Tli,· f.-ar of tit, I ,r,/ ddi'glitrtlt t/1,· li,·,1rt, 
.,/ 11d g1~·,·tli ,,;l,1d111·ss, a111/ ]i')', a11d lmgt/1 ,,f d,IJ'S: 

bul the Phari!>Ce deepens the sentiment by addin:: (70 ~.33): 
Tiu fa11 of t/11 I.or.I is ,1 .i;i/1 from tl1r l t>rd, 

For it seflt'fh [,m 11] 1tf>i111 p,t1/1s <'/ /,,,,. 
I n the same way, a few vuscs further on (1/i f.), Bcn-::,ir.;'~ words: 

To f.·ar tilt' Lord is flit f11/111trs ,,f ;,•tsd,m, 
And s/11 sati.it,·t/1 1110, wit/, /l(r fnals; 

1 Cp. xvii. 17. . 
• J,r. r.~mN,. ii. 3 (4 D); · For 1hc !11 .n,: knu" that the) ,h~II J,c: 11,csc, nrc the n;:hteou, who c,"t'n in tl,e'r 

death are called living ttut the ckatl Imo" nm ,m) ,h m~ ; thc,c .,re the wicked, "hu thoui;h h1 int: arc ,.,lied ,.c;,J, 
for it is said For I h,nc no pleasure in the death of n,:,.i. 

• ./11h/ x. 11. 7. The word whcch Jo.ephu, u,t> fur' cluriotcer' is, ho\\C\Cr, not 1hc s.:.mc one 1,h,,h occur, in 
our book. 

• Herford, Plwris11is111, p. 259 f., and !CC al ,o the pa,;e; that follow. 
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are- supplemented by the similar thought (70 248): 

A11d orlh ore gifls of God 1111/0 peace. 

Few better examples. could be given illustrative of the trust which a pious Pharisee had in the mercy 
of God than the words added to xvii. 20. Ben-Sira says: 

Tltd, 111iq11itics arr ,wt /rid from Ilim, 
A 11d oil tlieir sills are [inscribed] before tire lord. 

To this the Pharisaic glossator adds (70 248): 

Rut tit,· l.ord, bnltg 111rrcif11/, k11owi11g- nlso (tlinl tlicy nn 111ndc ill) His owu image, 
Spand t!1r111, and forsvok tltem nvt, 11or cast them off 

The closcne3, of Go.I to those who love I lim-a characteristic l'harisaic doctrine, as we have seen­
receive, illustration from the following addition in 70 z48 to xvii. z6a: 

for Hr Himsdf ,,•ill kad (t!tee) out vf darknas rmfo t/1e lig!tt of sah,ativ11. 

The relii;:iou, individualism of thL Pharisee is brought out again in the addition of these words to 
xx iii. 5 in 241l: 

And Jfim that dc.rirctli Iv s,·n•,• Titre 
Do T!to11 ever !tvld up. 

Th is i, :tdded in spite of the fact that the passage xxiii. 1 -6 is one of the most striking ones expressive 
of per,on.ll religion in the whole book. One more example of this characteristic trait of the best 
Pharisaic spirit may be given ; Ben-Sira says in xxv. I I : 

Tiu fear of t!te Lvrd surpassctl, all things, 
H,· that /101,/etlt it, to whom slzall lie b,· likmed '! 

The addition in ;o, 248 breathes a deeper personal religion: 

Tiu: bcgi1111i11g vf the fi·a, of tli.: Lord is Iv /()'/It Him; 
And tli, begi1111i11g of j,zith is tv cleave 1111/0 ]h'm . 

.i\mo11i;: the char.\cteristic w:ttchwords of the Phansees few, if any, occupied a more prominent position 
than• repentance· (n:n::•n); · i11 their efforts to confirm the faith of their own people and to effect the 
conversion of those without, the Pharisees, like the Prophets and the Rabbis. were concerned to in,ist 
upon the pan,mounl importance of repentance. For the latter it was the condition of reception, and 
for the former it was the means of restoration. It was the function of the Pharisee to co11,•ict all 
men e,·crywhcre of their need of repintance.' 1 A good illustration of this occurs in the Pharisaic 
ad, lit ion to xx. 2; Bcn-Sira (according lo the Syriac version, which has preserved the best text 
htrc,-the Hebrew is wanting) says: 

H, tltnt rrprM.'cllt a si1111cr fftltet!t 11v tlta11ks; 
But ht /1i111 I/tat 111aket/1 co11fi:ssio11 be sparrd h11mi/ialio11. 

To this is added in 70 248 (the Old Latin ver~ion also has the words, but in a wrong place): 

Jiu.,• good it is w/1m lit wlto is rrprv,•td 111a11ifrst.-t/1 repentance, 
f.ur I/ms wilt //iou escape wilful sin.2 

Thr phrase •/ .. u•c ,wirm ,,.,rJ,-o,a,, certainly connotes more fullness of meaning than the one Jkn-Sira 
ti""' in this C'unncxiun. i,c,(01• ir.,tTTpoqn1v (xviii. 21); the former, as Harl well puts it,' includes all 
f,1rn1s of outward m:111ifcstation of the inner change of mind.' Again, in xvii. 22, Bcn-Sira says: 

Tl1c rigl1teo11s11rss of me11 is Iv Him as a signet, 
And tlie mere;, of man Ile preserve/It as tlte apple of all eye; 

but accnrtlin;:: to the Pharisaic glossator the real preciou~nes_~ of man in God's sight lies in the fact 
that repentance, divinely accorded, is manifested; therefore he adds: 

Gra11tmg rrpt11tm1cc to His sons nnd dauglet.-rs (70 2~8). 
1 H.ut, <'/'· di .. I'· 305. For instruc1i\'c quotations from Rabl:>inical literature on the Pharisaic doctrine of 

repentance, see Herford, op. di., pp. 211 - 15. 
' \n almost identu:.al addnion occurs in 70 248 after xx. 8. 
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T here arc at least two of the addition1 in the -..;co11d.1ry Greek text which co,it ,in a rcf<:rcn;,• tu th,; 
future life, a doctrine the development of which the Ph,uis~.~ c!i I much t" fo,tcr. In xvi. 21 when: 
lkn-Sira puts the fullowin;.: words into the mouth of,\ u '(' cd sc~·ptic: ' 

Aly rig/i/co11s drn/ing, wlu, drdm rtli ii! 
Am{ what hop.- (is tliar),fo, /hr d,.,, .,. is dis/mt/ f 

T he Pharisaic g lo~sator adds wh.1t is evi<lcnll}' intended to he .1 rcfcicncc 1,, futun• jud.;,:mcnt in 
saying: 

Am( t/1r tr;-ir11rof nll tlii11gs is not 1111/il thr md (;o 1,6 2411).1 

Dut more pointed is the longer addition found in ~o !qll after xi:· 17 • 

Tltr [t"nr o/ tltr Lord is tlu b,1;11111m;; 0/ 1 -upta11a by 1/im ), 
A 11d wisd11111 will gn111 lo,,· from I !1111. 

Th,· kuowkdg,· <>/ lltc I ord is lzf,·-gi,wg irislr11cliclli; 
• I 11.! tli,J ;i•/1<, d,, tit, lhu(,:J that 1111' pl.11,111.,: 1111/0 I 11111 s/1 ,// p/11, I. tl,r f, mt ,,J ti,,· tr,·, 1,f 

immor/,1/i/J•. 

There arc also, as llart points out (,'f'.cil .. p.31~). <>Ill! tor two reftTenct~ am,m;.: the 11,ld1u,,ns tr, the 
Futun: Life under the term 'I [oly /\ge , hut a~ th,· 1d.:rcrk<, •><< m 011'r in 1h ! >Id I.at in \'Cr 'ilon 
' they :ire perhaps to be rclci.:atcd to .t lo11n pl.m: in thr.: sucu•s,1,1,1 or ~n.lic, \I hu 11111,mcd 
Jkn-Sira ... but their conll'xts contain nothin.;:- th.u is demo1htr.1blr Chri,ti.111 ·. Thu, in x,·i1i. !j 
the Old L a tin has this addition : 

Go to th,· lot o/ t!tc llol)' A."'• 
IJ!it/1 tlir lfr111g and t/1," tk,11 ojf.r tha11l:sgfri11g Iv Cod. 

And in xxiv. 32 : 
I will lt•n.•, it lo !Item that sa/.: wisdom, 

A 11d l 1,·i!l 11ot !.-a.·, t/1e11 pr,,gmy 1111/t/ th,· Jiu/;· A.i;e. 

• Speaking genera lly, there docs not .1ppc.1r to be ;rny ddinite dr•m 1rc,1ti•m ,i the futt1tL' from the 
present in thc,e fragments. The merer which rcw,mls the faithful hen: ditfrr- in dcgn:e per hap,, 
but not in kind, from that which awaits them hereafter.' 

\\'e have d<.:.ilt onlr with som<.: ex.1111ple, uf the ad,liti,,us fotllltl in t~n:ck ;\J;-.;..;_ "hidt r, present 
t o a greater or lessn dcgr<·c the sccond,11 r (,rt·ek t,·xt; the ch.<l,h.ter 11f this text i.:.,uJ.J J.c •till 
further illustrated by t ,tk ing the Old l.:ttin version int, cu1hiunat1<>n, for th1, wr,i, l has 1d,1iru;d 
a number of the additions belonging to th.; second.1ry Grec.:k text wh1d1 h.11c <li,.ippcarcd fr,un ;.ii, 
extant Grc.:k l\lSS.; 2 but enough ha, been -.1it.l to ,h,,1,· tlut thi,; text, tt.m,l.itc·J or·i,!'111111) lr,)111 
the Jlcbrew, has with e,·cry justihc;ition bc'<.11 c.dlcd tht' l'h.,ri,.11.: receri-,,111 of Sindt. l'ur 
illustrations from the Oki L:uin vc,,iun rl'fere1i.:c nur be nt.Ldc to I la,t'~ lnuk, Pi'· .!K9 ff., !'.!, in 
connexion with which ~hould be read Hcrford's 1,k1ris,1t's111, pp. 26j-z81. 

Turning now once more to the nrig-inal tran,l.1111111 ul llc11-:511.1\ i;r.rnds0n, tht·ic .ire· ~ ,111..: 
special points to be noticed. His krtll\vicdge of th.: Scpt11.,~irrt i, ,·cry um,id ·r.1!:ik; a, :-.mend 
has pointed ou t, he frequently utili1.ed thi, for th" pu1 p ,,cs of ,1 lcxicorr. H"t !11, u,.: u: the 
Septuagint \'aries with the different di\·i,ions ul the· Old Te,1.1111ent , th1i-, he .1Jlile,u, to he tn,),t 

familiar with the Greek text of the l'cnt.llcuch, of which he 1111kc,- a fir grc,1tcr u,c• th,111 11( the l\\ ,) 
other divisions; for example, the \\'ords in xx. ~9 o.:i ,., ,;,,," .. /•·'"' ,;,f,·1 ... \µ.<>.; ,,.,,f,Z.· arc,, ,.:,b.d 
quotation from the Scplua,.:int of lJcut. x,·i. l'J; the same i, lhc .:.1-..c iu XXI\' ;q whrch c,11tt.1in, .111 

c~act quotation from Scptuii::int ol l>l'ut. xx xiii. 4 : cp .. tis 1 XXI\'. t;j ll'ith the St:ptu.1,:iut oi 
Exo<l. xxx. z3 f., :H; xlix I with the s~ptua·~int of Ex"'I. ~xx,· . .:~. &c. .I Ii, u,, uf the Grcc_k 
version of the prophetical books is co11s1dc1.1blr lc,s, tl11u1gh 1n a \'.1111.:t)' of 111~t.111c.:, he ,how~ hi. 
knowledge o r this (e.g. \\Ith xl\·iii. 1 o cp. )Id. iii . .:-1, and xlix. ; ,1 it h J,:r. i. 101. But hc do<!S not 
seem to have had any acquaintance with a Greek tr.1nshtion of the 11,~.;icgrap!ta. 

It i, very prob.1bk that in hi, dc,in: tu .1tt.1111 ., more 1:1111onh111,y krtowl.:d;.: of Grc'<.'k Bcn­
Sira .s grandson was to some extent vns,·d i11 the gcn,·r.d liLcr.1turc of the. Grt.,·ks; h!! u,;cs Ol'cr t\\O 
hundred words which do not o~cur clsc:where i11 the ::;. ptu.,.;int; 1 h~ i, fonJ of u,ing compoun<l 

1 ThcSe words are olso presen•cd in 1he Olcl Latin version. 
• Smcnd, Vfr IS 't11/r,tit du j.sus S,, .. ,,lr, p. lxw. 

~llj 

1 See further § S, ii. 
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verbs instead of the simple forms, and he shows his liking for variety by rendering the same Hebrew 
1vord by different Greek ones. Not infrequently he expands his tran~lation of the I lebrcw by add inn 
an explanatory word or two (see e.g. the Hebrew and Gieck of viii. 12, xi. 19, xi i. 9); he also ofte~ 
renders concrete words and expressions by abstract ones. The difference between the Greek of the 
Prologue and that of the book itself is so marked that Smend is justified in belie1·i11g that llcn-Sira's 
grandson was helped in composing the former.1 

~ .5. OTHER A '\"CH:NT VERSIONS. 

i. Tl,r S.rriar l 'crsio11. 
Jt is 1111possible lo fix tht date of the S} riac version of our book with an.y certainty: the 

rarlie,t known i\lS. (Cod. :\!us. Brit. 121.p) belongs to the sixth century, but thb l\IS. contains 
already a nrr large number of scribal errors, "hich points to a long previous history; it 
Sl'lm,, h11\\e1c:r, to be the parent of all other extant Syriac :\!SS. of Sirach, for its corruptions 
nccur in all "f them. \\"right, in speaking of the Syriac translations of the Old Testament 
1\ pocryplw, the elates c,f which arc quite unkno,1 n, says that 'it seems tolerably certain that 
ahcrauon$ \\'{'re madt: from time to timt: with a view to harmonizing the Syriac text with that of 
the Stp!ll.1gint ·.2 a process \\'hich Burkitt thinks 'mar have begun as early as the episcopate of 
l'alut rabout A. I,. 2CO) ', \\'hich would imply the exi,tcnce of a Syriac version some time previous 
to this date . 

• \!though ~omc schola1•s long ago sOU(?'hl to show that the Syriac \·crsion of Sirach was a 
tran,latiun from ti1c I lcbrew, their contention wa, combated by Sy1 iac scholars, who maintained 
that it \\as translated frum the Greek. 1 The discovery of the llebrew text has, ho\\'ever, definitely 
,t:ttlcd the matter; if there was r.:ason to believe, as was cc1 tainly the case, that the Syriac text 
itself prcscnll'.d indications of its havin~ been translated from ! lebrew and not from Greek, there is 
al>,11l111dr nn doubt about this now that "'e can compare the Syriac with the llcbrcw. Nevertheless, 
tht: Syriac translation \\'as not made from the or~r;iual form of the llebr~w, though from a form 
,, hich ,cems tu have been in many respects nearer to the original form than that represented in the 
recently found lkbrcw i\lSS. This fact makes the Syriac ve:sion valuable for correcting, \\'here 
11ccc~~ary, the 11 elJrcw text in the form in which we now hare it ; and for those large portion~ of the 
J,,,ok u( \\'hid1 the I lt:brew ll'xt has not be~n found the Syriac is, of course, indispensable. .\nother 
f.1ct which makes the Syriac \'crsion valuable is that it contains a number of verses and parts of 
n:rscs \\ hich arc onlr found elsewhere either in the Hebrew alone, or in isolated Greek l\!SS., in 
somr fow cast:s also in the Old Latin version.• 'In some instances the Syriac has retained the 
correct text where: both the llcbrew and the Greek agree in having gone astray. But in a consider· 
al>le number uf pass:1ges the Srriac is not a translation of the I lcbrcw, but of the Greek; 0 it is 
possible that th<. rc;i,on of this was that in such cases the Greek version represented what the 
orig-inal Syriac translator believed to be the rcAcction of a more original form of the Hebrew than 
that which he had before him; or else, and this is more probable. it may be that the Syriac, as we 
now have it, has been corrected on the basis of the Greek ; this would have been a very natural 
proceeding (e\'c:n if a compar.iti1·ely speaking pure I [cbrcw text had been availablt:) at a Lime when 
the (;reek Bible was rei,:arclcd in the Christian Church as more authoritative than the Hebrew. 
Th,11 the !:>p iac tmn,!ator of Sirach was a Christian seems more than probable. The Greek 
i\J S. or :\[SS. which the Syriac trnnslator made use of contained clements representing the 
secondary (.;reek text, and it was a text which had undergone deterioration in other respects.''' 
In any case, the Syriac \'crsion is one which has a distinct value; nevertheless it must be used with 
caution, for, in spite of what has been said about its usefulness and importance, it has some grave 
bkmishcs 1, hich must be taken into consideration when utilizing it. Smcnd says it is the worst 
piece of tran,lation in the whoh: Syriac Bible, though in many cases it is uncertain in what pro-
1,ortion its mistakes ;uc due to the translator himself, or to t he H ebrew text ,, hich he had before 
him, ur to some d<.lt.:rioratecl Greek text which he utilized, ol:' to textual corruptions which crept 
in tluring- the prc,cc~s of transmission. But, however this may be, the fact remains that the work 
of translation has licc:n done carelessly and without much t rouble ha1·ing been expended upon 
it: paraphrases abound; sometimes th~)' are of a purely arbitrary character, at o ther times they 

1 Fnr many examples illustratmg wha: has been said about the 
pp. lxii-lx,·i1. 

' 5yri,u bl,r,1t11n, p. 4, quoted by Ilurkin in E.B, h . 5026. 
• See e.g. 11. 18 d, xxv. 8 b, xh·ii. 23 ,, xlv1ii. n ,, d', Ii. 11 d, 19 d, 26d. 
• Ocsterley, E&&lrsiasli<11,, 1n the Cambridge U,ble, p. c1. 
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1 Smend, op. cit., p. cuxvi. 
• See e.g. nn 19-27, xlii1. 1-10. 
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apparently represent what the translator ~hcvc,1 lo be the "Cn<'r;il 111e~ning of the ,,ri •,n,d, 1.".hid1 
he ~id not ~inderstan.d i_n all its dct,iils; in} ct other c:i-cs the,~ paraphr.iscs were ~'\·ulc:ntl; doc t•> the 
desire to give a Chn,11.111 se1hc t,, ;1 jKissagc. But 1ic1 h,qis th,: 111,1,t ~criou, 1,lcrui,h in tl11s \1:1~1 .. n 
is the large number of omis,ions; Smend s.,ys th:it the ,c .1111 .. 11nt lo t;o st,, It,,,, v: ope-ninth ,,r the 
whole book. ~n .many ca~cs it is n idcnt that the Sp i,,c transl:nr., 

0

h,11l "hat ~ccm<'<I to hirn c•.10<! 
rea~ons for om1tt111g certain passa;:cs. thus, as a l.hri,t1a11 lw foll ju,111icd in 01111ttin:,: ,uch \\,,r,J. 
as these: 

Thanl:sgfri,~r;- f<'rishrth fro111 t/,,. dr,1d ,1s fn/111 (I/tr that rs 1101, 
(8111) lu tl1t1t lfrrtl, ,wd 1s m lira/th p1,11sdh th( /,,,,,! (xvii. ill), 

Jt was p robabl)' owinP" to an anti-Jewi1h tendency tlut he omiltcJ xxxv1i. 2:;: 

flu· I,'/ of ·1 111,111 (•111mbtrs) ,l,1;·s but/,•', 
Hut th /if, "/ Ja,,i,11m dt1;·s i111111111nal•I<' 

Asimilar rc.1son woutd ac.:111111t f,,, the 11111i~~1 .. n ,.f ""'" ii. 11, ._h,X 14,put~ ui I. ,s !1,;,11 j 
the litany after Ii. t i. thnu~h this la,l is al,o 11m1tlt'tl in (Ill' <,r,-d, ,cr,iun. t 111 t,· crrnq11chr11 ilil,• 
arc the 01nissions of xxxiii. .!1> <lt x~x. l.i) an,1 ~:xx\'i . .!J, ..! ~ (fi ..!Ii, .!St. but \d1r ~ud1 p,1 ... :,.,;_:c. ... 
<'.~ .• a, xii. q xiii. !, and most .,f ,I iii. 1 I : 1 siloul,I h,l\'C lin·n i'·"'cd .,,-er it i, imp..,<,iblc l" ~}, 
excepting- on the suppt1silil)n lh,1t lhcr arc d111ic11h .. nc, t" 11·,111,l,tt,·, .me! lhC' Sp, ,c l1an,htor cl ti 
not feel inclined to undertake the task. 

It will thus be seen that \\h·le the Syriac version ha, a distinct value of its own and can 
ccrtainlr not be neglected, it 11111,l nc\l'tlhck,;s l,c uS<",l with g-1e,,L ,,111t1,111, 1•1.!, d th< ,tu lent \\111 
be wise nc\'er lo utilize it without ill the s:1111<· linu ll'inrin·~ luthe<;red,. It ,l,,11tld he ,1tl.Jcd t11.1: 
in this version the right order of the chapter, i, pres~rvcd. 

ii. Tiu Old lati11 1 ·asiu11. 
This is the oldest 1 ;,nd mu,timp .. rl.111! ofthetbu~ht, r-n·,, >1ls ,,f the· c;rrcl.. L,1-t· thc ::O},i,,, 

version, while in some respects il is ,-,duahle f.,r oun:ctin~ th,· t ;,c, k in uth, r ,r,peeh it p1e-cnt, 
grave drawbacks. As we sh:ill ,ee I.tier un '{ K), Jn •nw lclt the l.:11i:1 t, ,l "' Sir ,,;It ,b hc foun,l 
it-a matter for congratulation, since as the versi('n ll(IW stand~ it contains many really ancient 
clements which would prnu.tbly hav" been lo,t .1lto:_:cthc1 ii Ju•>lll< lu I 1111de1tal,, n ., tr.111, ,it ,11 
his own. That it contains. a~ we hcwe alrc:idy seen (p. ~81), the chapters in thl' ri~ht order i, al.o> 
a fact of impo1 tancc. But the ll':s:t of the Old L1tin \'crsion has come down to us in a deplorable 
condition. added to \\hich it h~s th, · fu,thcr dis.11h.111t,1;.;,· 111 h.1\111;! bc<11 i,1.nh h •, , f,r, • lLxt 
which was in a worse condition than that 1eprc,t:nlcd by an;- ext.mt Greek :lfS :'-l1>rMver, the 
Old Latin text is full of scrib.il errors, anti nuny ;ubit1,1ry .tltcr,111011> h,t\'C I, "n introducul, 
quotations from this version in the 111it111:.;., 111 the Lttin l·.,tha,- ,111.: ul huh u,c I t , 1 1,h ,,.. it 
text. J:mcndation is made the more diflicult in tll'lt the oriE:in,11 transbtic,n wa~ apparently 
subjected lo constant curn:ctinn un the b.1,rs uf ,lti"tc,cnt (;r,·cl.. tc:,t-, '"I<' c,.111,plc • : ,t ,\ ~ t, 

many may be given: in xiii. 8 the Gred, text run~; 

1:ptiu~>..\ p.~ ""'o"'/\~1·11~11~ ,(V 10/i !fH :.:i-! Syro-He, .:t.J<l rj1 oui·o,q ,ro1 l, 
~a, µ11 Ta"11u·w011,· ., u·</•,•<><Tlll"!I ( lfli, &c. add ~«Pi"") uov. 

For this the Latin has. 

A /foul,· lit° solurtus 
!11 Jt11/11t1,1111 /11,mi!,-..ris. 

,\'olt use /111m1lis i11 s,1pimti11 hm, 
1.\ ,· /11n111/i,1fl,s 1i1 s/11/tit1<1111 std11c11ns ( = ,~. 10, 11 in I.at in). 

In cases like this the question :u 1s~, .,~ t" wh1.thc1 the .1ddiu'.,11s h,I\,; l>~cn i11,c1tttl ll,rni othn 
Latin texts, or whether the,· arc douh:cts duet • the irn:urp,11,1t1,,11 "' 111.11h1n.il n .. tcs 11111, th.: :ext, 
in u\hcr word,, do they rq>;cse11t tlafl',:rent 1;n-ck t,·xts 1rn1~1 1,h1.:h l .. ltin t~.1n,;Lttisi1is were m:ulc:. 
or arc they merely Latin variations uf ,,ne .rnol the s.1111c I ,red. :ext.' .. It •.s hy IHI 111c.ins_.1l\\':11' 
possible to decide which. a fricl which m,1tcri.1llr incrca,.:, une, drlhcuil1c·, when ut1llL111;: the 
Latin version. 
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' Of its date nothin)l further can be s~iJ, but the earlie$l knu"n ,i1.,11ons nrc foun.t in l\prnrn 
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SIRACI-I 

The question as t o whether the Old L atin version was made from a MS. representing the 
primary or secondary Greek text is one of extreme complexity; at first sigh t one would feel 
impelled lo postubtc the secondary Greek text as the basis o f the Latin version, but the fact that 
many of the additions belonging lo the secondary G reek text arc preserved in the Syro-Hcx aplar 
but not in the Old Latin goes to !>how that the latter cannot have been made directly from the 
secondary Greek text. And rct, as Smend has shown, the copy from which the Old Latin was 
made \\'as more influenced b)' the secondary Greek text than any other known Greek MS., t hough 
that copy did not in itself represent the S<X'.ondary Greek text; for, as Smend says, ' t rotz a lle1· 
sckundaren Elcrnente, die die Vorlage enthielt, und t rotz aller Bcarbeitung, von dcr dcr urspriing­
lichc Text des Latcincrs bttroffcn sein mng, - durch Massenbeobachtung )asst sich nachwciscn , 
dass die \'mlag-c des Latcincrs im \\'escntlichcn dcr gricchischc Vulgartext war, den der L ateiner 
nicht nur in alien g11l<;n Lcsarten, die frcilich auch aus Gr. II ' (i.e. the secondary Greek text) 
• .',tammen k111111tc11. somkrn auch in h,ich~t sckundlircr Entartung vor sich halte' ((Ip. cit., p. cxxiv). 
The proof of this is minutely worked out b}' him. The conclusion which Smend draws from this 
complicaled state of affairs is that the foundation of the text from which the O ld Latin Version 
was made \\'as the primarr Greek one, but that in that text was incorporated a later recension of 
the sccondarr Grec-k text, the offspring, perhaps, of a Jlebrew original.1 And it must be confessed 
that only on this hypothcsis c;m ;tll the phenomena of the Olcl Latin \'ersion be explained. 

iii. TIii' Syro-H,·mp!nr. 
Thi~ is the Syi-iac \·crsion made by l'aul of Tella from the Greek (c. A.I!. 616). 'Ifwc retain 

the desi,;nation Syn,-! lexaplar,' says Nestle, 'we must bear in mind that Sirach had no place in 
Origcn 's 11 exapla; but in one particular respect this Syriac version reminds us of the Ilexapla ; one 
of the critical marks of Urigcn, the aslcri,cus, appears also in Sirach, nt lea~t in its first part up to 
chap. xiii.' 2 Hart, on the other hand. remarks: 'Origen valued the Book of Jesus Ben-Sira, and 
its le"t rcquin.:d a scllkmcnl. It seems reasonable to accept the evidence-direct and indirect-as 
it ,tands. and to conclude that he attempted to purge the current Greek version of its accretions, 
and that his disciples removed them bodily, and sometimes parts of the true text with them ' 
(,,p. cit., p. 3.59). It is trne we are nowhere told that Origen incorporated the books of the 
Apocrypha in his Ikxapla, but the ll'a}' in which he quote~ from them, speaking of them as 
'I lolr Scripture• (sec bcloll', ~ K), would naturally lead to the supposition that he did so incorporate 
them. There is also the fact that in the Syrn-Hexaplar the Book of Baruch undergoes much the 
~.imc treaimcnt with regard to the I lexaplarie signs as the canonical books. r\s Smend says : 
'The excellence of Srro-1 lcxaplaric Sirach text would not be un\\'orthy of Origen.' In general 
the text of this vCr'iion follows very closely a i\lS. with which Cocl. 253 was int imatelr related, but 
thc translator also utili7.cd the l'eshitta when for one reason or another he found it convenient 
to do so. The translation is in part~ very free. There arc a number of marginal notes which 
were presumably taken from the Greek 1\1:::3. which the translator had before him ; these not 
infrequently present the better reading. 

h. Tltt Sahidic T"trsio11. 
The '.\IS. containing- this version, "·hich is bas1.:d on a Greek text closely related to the Greek 

uncials. has suffered a good de:il of mutilation ; the l'rologm: is almost entirely wanting through 
this cause; in addition to this a good many sfic!toi arc omitted. Other Coptic versions of more 
or less value :ire the Hohairic and Akmimic; only fragmentary remnants of these arc extant. For 
the published texts of thcm sec Smcnd, op. cit., p. cxxx f. 

v. Tit, Et/1iopic T'rrsio11. 
Thb \e1siu11 is renc.lerecl from the Greek, of which it is often a literal translation, but in his 

dcsire to make the meaning of the original bl!fore him clear the translator often interprets, i. e. he 
;,!i\·es a paraphra,tic rendering. Smend (op. cit., p. cxxxii) gives as an example of this xxiv. 21, where 
for the Greek: 

oi icrOloi·rlr µ.E ln r.rw&crovc,111, ,cat o! ,r(vovrfr /AE :n i,ynjcrovcr111, 

1 Cp. thc words of Hcrkcnnc (lk l'deris J_,,1;1/(u Ealesit1sl1d m/;ifil'lls i-xliri [1899]): 'Nititur \'etus Latina 
\Cxtu ,ul;; m Gracco ad tc,tum lltbraicum alius recensionis Graccc cas1igato'; quoted by Nestle in Hastings's DB, 
IV. 545 

· In llastings's /JIJ, i,·. 544. There :i.re alto,:ether forty-live asterisks, about twcn1y of which are placed against 
word. and sentences belonging to the secondary Greek text. 
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l'\TRODUCTION 

the Ethiopic has: 

The)' that ta/ me, enl 111, 011./ ar,. 110/ s,1/ujied, 
, Ind tlu;· tl:nl dri!II: JIit', dr111J.: 11,e n11d tltre net satisJitd. 

The v.1lue of this \'crsion is not i11f1t:q11,·11tl}' 111aric,! l.,)' thi.: fa<.:l that its ,cndi-rjn;• ,,nlr ;,.irtully 
rcprc.cnt the Greek, the .reason hcin;.: JIITs1111Mhly th,,t the l·.thi,,pic tr.t1L,l,u,u· du! 11nl ,c.illy undcr­
sl ,:nd wh~t was _bcf01·~ !''.m and nude a i.:111 ,s al the m,·anin;.:. Sua:1a! ,,uot,i; IJ~!l,11:mn (wh,, h~,i 
nhtcd this vcrsu1n, I. 'l .• l,tln•f'l<'l, t10m, \', lkrr,l. 1 x,,-1) to the cfiC(t th.it the• l~tliiopi<: h,, 1,,._11 
sul>jccted to re\'i,il>n in later times un the t,,,si~ .. r the ( ;re ck t1·i,;t: he d..,cs nr•t l,eli,.vc it 1~)•-ihlr 
to restore the l'.thiopic tci,;t tn it, ori).!i11 ii r,,1111 fr,,111 the.: '.\ISS. whirh .ire i. ,w l'" t'lnt. Llpou the 
whole the Ethinpic follCJ\\'S till' lt'Xl of ('oil. II; the: i\JS. tro111 \\hich 1he \'Crw,n ,\as 111,11le, h""cvcr, 
rcprcsc.;ntcd in som(· ca,l'" a purer, in "the1s a more c,,rrupt, lur111 of tc"t th~u tl,:,L of Cod. II. 
H ere and there the Ethiopic is of \'aluc for correcting the Greek. 

vi. The Armmimr i 'crs1011. 
This version -.x ists in tw .. forms, nnc tr;111slo1tcd fr,,m th,· Old J.,,tin, a·1d the r,th:1 (mm the 

Greek ; the former 1s but ut' , 111all \'alttL !11r text critic.cl 1H11posc.s. ·1 hr: '.11:n, of mr,rc 11~. !Jut 
a 1-{00d de.ti of the text is wantin~. vi1.. i,;x":i. 1 ,,,viii. q, xliii I'. bc,alt:, ,, m ml,cr or iwlatcd 
passages. ( )11 the other hand, it h,1s ,umc .,dditir,:i, \lhich IL s 11"11 r 1,, 1t, :."Ce I lcrkcnnc, 
Armc11ischcr Sirac/1, p. 30 ff. 

vii, Tlit' Sl<1,'fJ11ic l ',nio11. 
One p<>int oi imp,Htan,e rc,.:anlin~ thi, \'Cr,ion i, tha~ it "•IIHti111L~ .1,.:r("C• \\;th ll•c ••II J.,llin 

against all cxt;tnt G rc.:ck authorities. t1J(1n .. ·1JVL·r, in n:,:n 1nc:11t \\ i~h the 1 1 ~ 
1 J .,lt.n .u1d ., •.11,hl .tll 

known Greek l\lSS. (with the exception of Cvd. 248) it has xxx. 2.~ xxxiii. 1 "l ,1 in the rir,ht place. 
1\ ccording to '.\largoliouth it · ,,,IJ,.ws ,l t",t si 1111.u l" t h,,t nl th, ( 011Jpi1uL.I, ,n • l1t1.,11, l,ut \\ nh 
only a portion of the additions '.1 It ha, bcc11 revised from thC' Syro-l lcx.,plar. 

viii. T!,c .·/ rabic l'o-sicm. 
This is a translation uf the Pcshitta (Syriac V11lg:1tc). 'The transhwr ', say, Smcnd, ' was not 

concerned to offer a careful transhtion c,f l11 s cop}'; he clesirn! rather lo 1,rtscnl .m ciCI;antly­
wrilten Arabic book. His tr.rnslation is, thc1 efo1l', lhroughc,ut a free one, :111J he ir,crt, aJclilions 
of his own. The tc.;xt, or th,1t of the '.\IS. from which it Wds made, h.1s 1.,c('n in•lut!nced by the 
Greek. But the manifold lamna,· of the Syri,,c version recur in the Ar,1li1c. 1 he vcrs;on is of but 
~mall value. 

~ 6, ,\ UTIIOI:Sllll' \:S II u.,·n 
i. Th,· 11n111c nm/ f,rs,mnlit;· ,1 tlie <111/h,,r. In the ;,ISS. of tile Greek Hib!c tl•e author of c,u r 

book is <.:ailed ·1,,,,,,..~ ~H/ ''\ nr 111, •rt: In idl}' ~ .. , .. ,, '; .1111 ,11.., lllL. l.,tu Jt:\\, :-:··: ·: ... n,I v in tlit! 
:\l~S. of the Srriac Bible ~"''"' "1:l (or in a k,, amhcntic ln1 m ~"1·:~ "1J i. c. S, 11, I :,: C 1ft1. ,·•. 

The full name of the author is ;:iven in the bodr of thr bnok, i11 I. z;, wh ·h in~ appears as 
Simc,•11 tlu: s<>11 of }ul111c1 1),·.ms) tli, .,. ,11 ,,f l I,,,-.,,. ti,, s,m ,J .\11,1 1111 I !d.1rcw ··~--~ : ~-::~ ·: ··~·;~· 
Ki'O jJ). For this 6 has: '111,ru(,.· t·i.11,.· ~t ·'I\ ' l:.\to(,;,1, 1' ,; ·1q,1u1u.\q.,u,,1-. (hut ;4'- L p!ut ,ixtu1t~ 
> 'EArn(u

1
,111·). In :Eo this p.1ssa:,:c i, ,,miLLc, 1 .dtogether: th,· ~po-I lt-,apl 11 h,1, ./,, ,s :'· , · f 

Sirt1d1 ,f Eli,·,·,. The usual dc~ign,1tiu11 c,f the ,lllthur in th1; ::,;yri.1c ~!~::,., i' lhl.' Bible i. : }, 
the son ,if Swwm} 

l\ow a, the author's g randsc,n st:itcsrxplicitly in the (;rL·ck l'rok,g-ue to hi., \L'1..;iun ol thc !,ook 
that his grandfather 's name w.ts j. ms (h1.roi',), it i, likely th II the ll:l111l' .,,m, n h .rn i11tr11,1 ,n 
in the text of )II. this is mat.le t:Xcccdin;.:lr prob.lble when it is -cen th.it the.: c;'.:n,~L' I. ~;, ·" i, .cppcars 
in Jl!, is overloaded; by the rcmuv.11 uf ;:i ;ii;:,::· ,ymmct1y i~ tLSlurcd. and the inc 111.1y L<.: r<.:.td 
with Smencl: 

: N-1~0 j~ i 1l,.!~K j:: }:\:;":, 

Of ),·Slls ,..,, El, ·1car /;r •l .Sira. 

1 Quoted by :-.'estle in Has1ings's JJL', h·. 5-14. 
1 ~up11., (51rachJ is lhe (.;reek frnm 01 ;-.n.t 1N,·=- 1, the tin.1.t, bcm;.:: Alldc<l m the ( ;red•. form•·( ~he ",,rd to 1nd1.:,l:c 

tha.t it •~ indeclinable; :!<O ',\l((:\A.,,.,i, .\ct:; i. Jt,, m ~111c ,\I SS .. h.H .\.,,.\i',,11-, : lp. l 11ln1.1n. "'' "'· tl.4 ,:. Jli•l:s:r.• 
pa!,trlinilt'h.:11 Ara11:iii'sel: ', pp. lJ7, zo:.. . . . . . , 

• This form o( the n,1111c «.1ppc.1r, 1w1cc in 1hc HcLrcw !llL,,ripl•un of :he 1,QO\., w!i:ch folio,.· !1. ,o. 
• ~c~tle (//1)1,', i "·- 541 b) rcm.uks th.it the name !',imcon 1 ,-s rnmly dlt,u.Ju.:d tu the .&u~hor "-'' th1i, l,cok ,n lhc 

Syriac Church'. 
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S IRACII 

T hus the name of the author was j ,·s11s, and his grandfather's name Sira; the use of a grandfather's 
(or earlier anccstot 's) name as a patronymic (with Reu prefixed) was not uncommon, especially 
when a father\ name \\'as not sullicicntly distincli\·c. The intruding Si111eo11 may have been derived 
from I. t (the name or the I ligh-l'ricst~, anrl in this way may have come crroneousl;• to be attached 
to the name of the author of the book. 

From the data supplied by the book itself it may be inferred that Bcn-Sira was a professed 
student aml teacher of' \\'isdom '. As a 'scribe' (he is described in the Prologue as a,•ay,vwuKwv = 
,o,c) for by thi, time •scribe' and •wise' had become amalgamated-he imparted instruction to 
young members of the Jerusalem aristocracy, who assembled in his • house of instruction' (e•,,o n•J 
Ii. 23, . and there, doubtle~s. he lectured on matter~ of jurisprudence, as well as ethics, in t he manner 
congeni:1.1 to the Teachers of the Law (cp. xxiii. 11, 23). llen-Sira, however, belonged to t he earlier 
Svji:rf111 in whom the spirit pervading the Wisdom-Literature was still strong. Though possessed 
with a dn·p ~ensc of Israel's unique position among- the nations, the class of teachers to which 
Ben-Sira bclon.;cd was animated by a broad and tolerant spirit that could take a genial view of 
life- as a \\·hole. This spirit pervades the book_ It is marked by sound piety mixed with a thorough 
knowlcd~c of human nature, and a sympathetic and cultivated appreciation of the amenities of the 
social sid,· of lire. Jloth the follies and the heroism or the fanatic arc carcrully avoided by Rcn-Sira. 
\\'hen he .,ings the praise of the ideal scribe (xxxix. 1-1 1) we doubtless have in the description 
a piece of sclf-rc\'elation of the author· 

Aot SI' he tl,at applieth lu'mself II' 1/11· ji.'ar 1'/ Cod, 
And (CJ irt Iii, 111ill(/ 1,pC111 fl1f la.,• cf tl1r MCJtf il(c;/1; 

11 '111> srard!t't/1 out t/1~ ,,•1sd,1111 of all tit,· 1111eio1ls, 
.·/ mi is rcmpied ,,•itlt tit, pn,pl1r/J· nf ,,Ir/: 

IV lw lic,·dd/1 tl,e discourse.< ()/ ma, ()/ rmtr.,·11, 
And m/c,rtlt w/o t/1r di'iJ> things of parabkr · 

Smrc/1etli out flit lliddrn 111.-a11iug "/ j>ro-.xrbs, 
A 11d ts ,·om•frsaut ,i•il/1 ti,, dark sariJJ.(:'S ,>f parabl,·s. 

Court life and foreign travel arc part of his experience: 

Who ser~·rtlt nmmrg 1:rcnl 11101, 

A 11d apprarctli b1:fou pn11us; 
ll'/10 tra..-dlrtlt //1rm1g/1 t/11· lands of the p,·()pl,s, 

T,-s/ttlt g,1nd aJJd n-if a,11on1; 111, 11. 

It ha~ been suggested that our author mar have tra\·ellcd as a roun~ man, and at one time 
have bcen in the ,cn·icc of one of the (,reek 1-.ings (~ucccssor,; of .\lcxandcr the Great), perhaps 
Ptolemy I\' (220- 204 n. C.). During these experiences, it would seem, he encountered much 
personal danger : 

!11 111)' iounu;•i,~tr ! lrm·e su11 m11d1 . 
.1/ ml 11umy t/1i11gs lta,•, be/ all, 11 111,·: 

Oft, 11 :uns I i11 danger n•m 111110 dent/,, 
But ~(•as prescn·cd • (xxxiv. 11 12). 

The opening n:r,cs of chap. Ii rcrer. in a tone of unusually deep feeling, to deliverance from 
a ~ricvous danger which seriously threatened the author's life. This may have been, as ha~ been 
sug:,::c,ted, some pcl"il of a political kind, possibly connected with his life at court or with his 
1cspun,iblc public lifo. I le alludes in this passage more than once to 'cunning lips' and 'framers 
of lies', the result of whose machinations was that his 

Soul dn:,,• 11iglt 1111/<J drath . ... •. 
A1Jd I /11r11td a/101111•11 C'1'er;· std<'.y,·t tlrcr,· was 11011e to help me. 

Thc author's relation to contemporary Jewish life, as revealed in his book, could not be better 
summed up than in the words uf Edershcim . • The book of Ben-Sira ', he says,• represents an 
orthodox, but m1,dcrate and cold, Judaism-before there were either Pharisees or Sadducccs; 
before these two dir..:ctinns assumed separate form under the combined influence of µolitical circum­
stances and theolugical controversies. In short, it contains, as yet undistinguished and mostly in 

1 Schechter. ho"e,·er, thinks that the author's name may ha,e been Si11mm (or Si111m1): 'Probably he w:ts so 
c~lkd after the 11,gh-l'riest S11ncon \\hose )Ouni:-er con1cmpornr)' he wos-n custom usual enough amon11 the Jews at 
a I cry early period' \ IV BS, p. 65). 
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germ, all the clements dcvel,lp<d in the btcr hist,11)' <,f Jc\\ish rc:li~io11s thinki11~. B:.it hc,-.,n<I ,di 
this the book throws wclcom<! li$!hl on the pc, iot! 111 "hieh it 11.1, w, ittcn. H ,vc 1v,,11ld knuw 
what a cul~urcd, lil.ieral, a~cl ~ct. gcm;ine Jew h.td tho11;:!1t .,nil f« 11 in I iew of the ~rc,il •111c.,Hion:,, of 
the day: 1f we wm~l<l gain ,n,1~ht 11\lo the ,t.1tc of public .. pi11io11, n,or,d,. i;ocicty, ;md cv• n ,,i 
m anners :u that peno<l-11 e find the 111.1terials for it in the l.,ook l ;cdc,i,1,tirns.' 1 

ii. Tl,e dat,• ,,j ,·,>11tf11.riti,m ,if tl,e /,,~,!.. The· l 110 un,ial f.1cto1 ~ f ,r ddcrmininn the d,,tt· ..i 1 he 
book's compo,1lion .tre (t1) the ith:ntity ,,f the I li;.:h-l'tw, t Simon, 11 ho 1• the snhicct"or the c1J! r,:lu,n 
in ch I; and(/•)" hat is mca,1t by' th,· thirty-cighth year' in th,_. l'rri!,,..,:uc ,,r tlw t;,,.ck 1,nn.11l:1t11,n' 

(n) .\mtc//1 I ,,,. Si111,,11 I I · \\'ith whom i, th" Simon s<,r1 ,,f J oc.h,1n.,11 r..,, l1 bu, fi I ln• ")· 
m e11t ioned in I. 1 f., lo he ide11tilic,I > Frum the glm1 iw• dc ..... ription wh";h i, gi1 en l,v Jlc:11-::iir,1 nl 
this I l igh-Pric,t it has been ,ur111ised, ll'ith con,1eln.d,I~ pl.111sil1ilil)', th;,1 ou, .111tho1 \nut, of, nc 
11hom hi: h.itl actually s~cn off1t;i,1ti11~ in tl1e ~.uKtu.ur. Thi: "i1111111 rdlrrnl tri h.ts IK:rn idcntifii·«I 
with' Simon the Ju,t · t~•,,., j\~•:::'). who, .ii.:ain. i, idcnlilicd II}' )<lllll ,d,vlar~ 11ith .:-.i111011 I, o;i;J II ,,( 

Onias I, and gr;111d,t>n of J.1dd11:1 1h, Ou1111shcd IJ0-!11 1 or ;cc; ! 10 1:.1 .J. an ,Jtl111;.: to others wnh 
Simon II (!I<)' lt)9 1:.,·. J ,on of<)11ias II. , \s f.,r ·" l\c11-~i1.1,clc<c1iplln11 i• L"llcc111ul it \\•Jtold fit 
cithc, of these itkntilication,. The question .,f ,1.,1c 111u,1 l,c ,ktc, 1ni:ied ,,n r,t li<r mun,is. 

Josephus (,111/. xii. , ,;) relates nf !"imr,11 I tl1.1t on :tccoui.• of h· l "IY, hl' \\J sumJme t •1' Jus1 ', 
Refcro1u• lo <.;•mun 11 •· n1.uk· in • I 11/. xii. 1. , of. llerzfdd «Ii 111 ht'- 1h • '>1mn11 he Jus ' (e',,:1 ;;.--::.~) of 
P1rtjt ,ll,oth 11i. 1 \I llh !-iim ,11 II , an<I l1xrs ti,,· ,t.,tc uf tu, h1gh··pne,thoo<l a· .,, 1<11111. (Z,.nz ii 1-101 11.,.), 
see Vr. C T:,>lor s noll 011 ,1/,o//, 11. 1 1JercnLour0 als11 (/'r II sur ! h, I,,, ,t 11 .,,:,1,•1.i/!11, ,I, /1 l'.ilt,lwr, 
p. ,tu I.) ari::ucs strongly in fa\'our of the 1<lcn1 tk 11011 of', mon ri,, J11,t, "hose 111<1110t) • 1,ic .ncJ 111 l<.tbt,m1c 
lr,1dition w11h ~imon I I. It •s this :O:inion, accv1Ji11~ ,,, Oerc11Louri:;, \\ho 1s tl.c sULJtt< d Sa.1th I. Jo~q,hus' 
al'plicat,on 01 ri,l •·pilhct (· the Ju.t ") to S1mo11 I 1s ,1 1111,t.1k,·. 

(b) f'hc dnt,· iu l/1r l'rol,,g11t. \n <:'<plicit i11<licatio11 ,,( date is i:1vcn ;n lhc <~1eck l'rologuc: 
written by the translator .,s a prelace lo his Creek transl,11ion of the bor,k. In this the tran,1.ltor 
says he came to Egypt • in the thirl} -u~hth )'<!:tr ,,,-i roi: 1:t,p,.;,.,, Ila,r<Ai ... , '. 1 his, 1l 1,; true, has 
bi;en tak,·n by sumc ,chc,l.1rs It> 111c.111 111 th, 11t1r1r-,·1;..hlh ) c.11 ,,1 the l1,111,l,1t, r • ,1·., 111ulcr km,: 
Euergctcs '. Jf this were right il would b,, impossil.,le t u si,y wh,1t dale i; me.mt, as we have no 
other means for <lctl:rmining 11hcn the tr;u .!.t tnr "·" b,1111, 111 wlmh k111;.: l.uu;..r ll . ri;IL ld 1,1 
/\s there is no particubr reason why the tran lator ,ho11l<l have st:itcd his a~c in this contc'<t , it is 
natural to intcrprel' the thirty-u;.:hth 1111.lcr kin,. l ·.•.1.:rg, t<, • ·" rdctri11;.. t., th,· :l111l}·t·1 .. hth rc,.,11.tl 
year of the king so named. This limits tht: reference lo the two Ptolemies, among thL J'gyptian 
kings, 11 ho 11 ere.: i:allc<l Eucrgctcs. of thc,e l 11n1.ctcs I I t·1,.: ncd q11Jr l", nty-11-.•} .n, ~-l; ~ l ! Id ... I 
and is thus excluded ; E11crf.!clcs If, ,11111.,mcd l'hy,con, rei;.:m:d in .di 1,11r-1 .. 11r ) e111~. p.1rtlr '" 
j oint king (170 1~.i) and partly as s«k king l 14.i , ,r,,. l<eckunin;:: 110111 ihi, k111;:'s a{cc"1,111 !,,­
t hirty-eighth rcgnal year 1, 011l<l be J _l! I,., . It may bt: , , ,nd udctl, thu c.:fn". th .. : t Ire t, ,n,!.,11,r 
rt:achc<l Egypt in this )'t·ar. and compkted l,j, l1:111,latiu1111r the bo11k sumc k,, ~ e.11, I ,tLr (b<:tWc:tll 
132 and 116; ~ee the note on line ,.~ of tht· l'rologut: in the following commrntary). 

T he translator calls the author of the original book his ~.:r:::u,, a term "hid1 may be inter­
preted in its ust1al s<:nsc uf • ~1<111df.,thc.- .• The C11111pus111o111 c,f 1111' ongrn .. l 11,",k n, lk11 'IT,l 111.t), 
the1cfore, be assigned to the tirsl qu;u ter of th,· sc, 011d century I , . ( !CC r ;,; I .1. . The .,mh,,1 
would thus ha1·e been a younger cont,·111pur.11r "f tlw 11 igh-l '1 i,·,t :,;11n,,n I I, .t nd .:,,11ltl have 
w itnessccl a scn·ice on thL I l;1\· .,f Att1m·111cnl 111 the ll'mplc· in whid1 :,;;111n11 hlvk p,11 t. The tolll' 
of the references lo Simon in. (h. I ,u;.::.:c,l, th.,t when Hcn.:,;i,., \I 1<•lc :,;i,n(•ll h,111 lieen 1k.1d f.,, 
some time. This rather suggest, ,l dale .dmut I So Ii.ii:.,·. lot the .1(\t1.d L'11n1po,it11Hl of tht: l.i.,ok 
A" th ere is no all11sion in the b,mk tll thc cn·nts that led "l' t,, thl' :'-1.rcc.tlx,tn ,v11l11.:t the d.,tc 
cannot well be placed later than 1 7.:; 1:. l. 

The mternal e1idc11c, or tliL' book ,t-c!f f.11 .. ur, the s11:.:,,:c-,..,,1 ,l.u,• - ,·,1,,·u 1l'y tlu: :r ll''' or I: ,·ck i11tl•, ll(t 
0 11 the thought ; notably 1hc I ,·r,011ific.1till11 11f \\ :,il.,m (q,. "'I'·, h. "''l -ind tlic an1'1.1111t,111"· ~!to·.n1 "llh <ir<'• k 
c::us1oms, such as the u,e of rnusir at fe~st (xxxv 3-6). 

Recently. h o11cver, a much e,1rlic:r rc,kc.:,nin;; for the d.1te· in. the. l'~·ul,>f!t1.l' h.1s been prupo,eJ 
on new grounds and maintained l.iy ;\Jr. J. I!. .. \ 11 .. m.• 11.,rl thmk,.11 111crc:d1Llc .th.it .i Jc1~ fr,,m 
the oUlsidc world should have vi~itcd .md .st,1ycd f,,, any length of llm,· to work in I· :,:n•t 111 the 
reign o f Eucrgetcs II, who was noloriou,lr hostile- to Jc11~, and, in fact. to ,,II foreigners. lie 

• In W:icc's ApNryf>/1« ii. 2 (Jn1ro<luct1on 10 Eccksiasticus). . . . , . 
z • It sometime~ me.ms·~ .. mce tor··: but m ~u, h c.; ,1:$t:> tlu..• lonntxmn u.so;llly mchcates the" 11?l1' :-(;niC f S~lJGm:rnu. 

EB, ii, col. 1171, note 3). 
• f.',d,s,.,s/i(us ,n Grrtl·, pp. ~49 ff 



SIRACH 

accordinglr proposes to interpret the date in the Prologue as follows: the prepos1t1on id-though 
he allows th:it it is sometimi:~ used in Greek translations of I lcbrew dale-specifications in a 
pleonastic sense = c,J. and that this usage can be paralleled rrom the papyri and inscriptions (c. g. 
the Ro,etta stone)-is not. ns it is used in the Prologue, without definite significance, and merely 
a mcanin~lcss part of an established formula. \\'hile admitting that the words might conceivably 
mean the thirtr-c:ighth rear of Luergetcs It yet the number' may equally well belong to some 
fa mili,lr am.I there fore: unspecified era', and that this is the common Egyptian era which begins with 
the accession or each kin~ and ends with his death. Ptolemy !'hiladdphus {l84-247 n.c.) was 
succeeded by Euergt:les I in the thirty-eighth year of the reign of the former, i.e. Euergetes I 
ascended the thn•n..- in the thirty-eighth year of the reign of Philadelphus (247 n.c.). The formula 
in the Pn,logur- 1hcrefore means that the gr:mdson or Ben-Sira came to Egypt in the thirty-eighth 
year of the aa of l'tolemy l'hilat!clphus, but after Euergctcs J had come to the throne. Thus, 
accnrdin_(!" tn J L11t, the roungcr Bcn-Sira came to Egypt in the yc;i.r 247 11.c., and stayed there 
during the whole reign of Eucrgetcs. till his death in 122 11.C I These results would necessitate 
pl.,cing 1hc cc1111position or the original book of Ben-Sira at least a century before the commonly 
rccci\·ed date (i.e. 300-2;5 H.c.). 

J !.11 t·, .irgunknts a1c uncon,inun:r In particular he seem, to exagiserali: the hoslilitr or Ptolemy Physcon 
to tlw Jew, in ,\ lc,anclri.l. The Jews \\Cre persecuted for a time by this king, not on accounl of their religion, 
bul fur political re,i,,ons. • \\'irh the estnbhshmenl of onkr. peace was doubtless restored 10 1he Jews abo. 1 

\\" 1111 <ch. 11uk,·d, li.1> gi,cn good r,.bon, • for hcli<:rn,g lha1 rlns P1olcmy was far from hc1ng- hostile to 1hc Jews in 
~c11,·r.1I. IL ha, lw,·n ~liown 1lu1 h, ('0""""" manr Jc"ish onici.1b, and 1ha1 llll· Jews prospl'k<l and increa,ed 
111 I .;yj'l 1m,lc-r hi, rul.., ,·xcc'l'dingly. The proposed explanation of the dale is also anything but convincing. If 
the 1r.11"l.11or wi;hcd to ,.1y 1lu1 h,· amn-d in E,;n,1 in th,· yc·ar which concluded the rci;.:n of l'hiladclphus and 
w.,, 111.,rkc.l hy tloc a,ccssinn of Eu,·rgcte, (!) he might have wm:cn • 111 the thirty-ei~!Hh _n:.lr of l'hi!a.ldphus ir.l 
roi t ,,niro• ,3,i.,,H.,.. '. But it is diflicul1 10 im;iqine him writinq at least twcniy-fivc years after the era of 
Phibdclpbu, had c<,ml' lo :m end;• 'in the 1hir1y-eighlh year ,rr, rnii El,r,y•roe ,1our~,.,. '. On Hart's O\\n 
s!1,1\\m~ .1 new er., l,3.j interl'cncd (that of Lucr.~clcs l); wh)' 1hcn shoul,I no11hc first year or thi, ,·ra have been 
spccifi,·d d:,tinctl}·. if it \\'.ts meant? Further, I Lu t's criticism of the very str"n;; ,·xamples .ulduccd by I lcissmann' 
of th,· independent use of irri in such cb1c-~pccific3tions cannot be sai<I lo impair their <ogcncy. Tht internal 
n1<lcncc of tl,c l,uok, as wdl as the char.,c1t1 or the diclion of the origin,tl l lcbrcw, :\!so points 10 a later date than 
JOO-Zjj B,(, 

~ 7. Tm lNl·LI.I NCE OF 5IRACH ON LATEI' LJTLR.\TLRC. 

The influence of our book on th, later literature of the Christian Church may be measured, in 
a f!eneral \\,l), br the history of its relation tu thL Canon. which is summarizcJ in the next scction.ij 
l<estrictir,ns of space will only allow of citatfons here to illustrate the influence of the book on 
(a} the Xt w Testament, and (b) latt:r Jewish literature. 

(a) TIie rdatio11 of Sirack to tht .\cw T.·stam,11!. \\ hen it is remembered that the New 
Tcsta,m nt IHilcrs, ;u; a rule, use the Greek Bible in their cit.at ions of Scripture it is somewhat 
!->Urpri,ing to find so f..:w direct quotations from the books which find no recognition in the P alcs­
tini;m C:111011. :'int c:vcn ;,11 the book~ included in the latter arc cited-no quotation occurring from 
Canticles. <Johcleth, Esther, or Fzra-:--lehcmiah. On the other hand, a rich use is nm.de of the 
l'entatcuch. l'rnpheb. anti Psalms, while 1hc historical books arc referred to mm·e rarely. Still 
,omc quotati.,11,; from deutcro-canonical and extra-canonical books do occur, such as the citation 
fr,,m the Book of I· noch in the J"pistlc of Jude. In view of the important place occupied by 
Sir.ich in th1,; \\.bdom-Literature. and the popularity enjoyed by this literature, especially 
a mun;:: thr J cws of the Greek Dispersion, it would be surprising not to find any traces of its influence 
on tho,c: books of the: :'\cw Testament which markedly reflect th" Alcxandrine spirit. If there arc 
m, .ictual citations o f Sirach in the l'pistle to the Hebrews, there are at least some possible indica­
tions of acquaintance with it (in its Gieck form). Thus in Heb. xii. 12 a citation is made of 
l~a. xxx1·. 3 {:u,· ""''"I-",."' \<'f"'' •<>< ri, r.c,pn/l.Ell.vµt1•a youarn) in a form which exactly agrees with 
th,n or :-;irach xxl". 13. a:,;:ainst 1hc LXX (which has x••,,H iumµlvm). Such examples arc not, it 
must be con[cs,ed, clccisivl:. On the other hand. in the Epistle of St. James indications of direct 
acquaintance with (mr book arc abundant and clear. The more important may be given here. 

1 "'YI!'"''''""· 'I sci) cd in J:,;)'pl as Joni: as king Lueq;etcs reigned.' Hut sec our note on this word in the 
Prologue, hnr 1 5. 

Kraus, m/F, x 265 ,. • /11daica(Go1tingcn, tgoo), p. 11 f. 
• Th,,, 1> imohcJ in '''"It,'"'''""'• according to Hnrt's explanation. • /JiMt Studies (E.T.), pp. 339/f. 
• And also by the number of secondary \'crsions ba.sed on the Greek tcx.1 (see§ s abo,·e). 
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INTRODUCTIO'\' 

Ep. if SI. Jonm. 

i . v: But if ony of JOU /,,. /;1th u•1sdo111, /,t Mm m~ 
of G •d, U'h( gfr, lh lo all Mur,,II> and 11pcro11ldl1 11tl'I 

(•nl I'~ tl,,..~:Co•T•r). 

i. 6, 8: Bui Id h1it1 asl: in /uH,, nctlu11g do11l,/i"•lt:, 
/or It• /hot d,,1101.th 11 lil:e 11,t s:urgt of lht u,1 d, ,; 111 61 
th.· wi,id a11d los.,rJ ••• a do116/m11i1dtd 111,m (.i•~p 
~i+1J)(ot )1 uns/11/,/1 Ill al/ l,1$ U'cl) s ( U.KoTUOTo1'0\ •~· tTua,1u Tai, 
.s&ir alTni). 

i. ~-I : C,,1111/ ,I 111/ / 1. my brrth,m, wl,m 1 .f1!! 
,n/o m1111iji</rl 1tmpl<1hMs, &c. (cf. 11. 11 ). 

i. 13-15: LI w·1 mfl/1 s~r u·hrn h, tr t,ml'u,/, I , .,, 
l,mpt.-J •/ (i.,,1: /or GoJ <<111111,,l bt la11f'lt./ 1.111/h 1 , 

lit Himsrl/ ltmfldh 110 ""'"· &c. 
i. 19 : I.cl t1'll)' m,111 bt stl'ifl /IJ Juar ('raxi·~ ,i, Tu 

d•oi"ua, ), sl<ru lo sp,al.. 
L 23; F,1r if a,~ ,.,u IS fl Ju.n, r o/ !hr r.,,o,-,/, a11d ,nl 

a tiou, /u :s hi:, 1111/0 <1 ma11 b,h4d111g /us 11,1/ural J,1c~ 
in a 11u'rr r ( (,,, fuOffT(u,> ). 

v. 5 J't hvf't h:•rd ,I, /,c,1/,l,• Oil !ht t ,rt/,, and t.z/.-m 
JMIIY jJ/,a111rt (,'nrrnT()A{arrTt), 

v. 14 : Is ill!.)' 0111011; .J"'" s1,k J l.t l11m , ill .f.,r ti,. 
dd1rs q/llu church,• "w,/ Id J/1< m p1i1y 1,f'o J,,111, a111J111/m~ 

!um u·ith otl m //1• 11,1m, ifth, /.Nd. 

.Si,arh (G~ 
x1·i1i. 18: A / ~, wl/l 11/Jra,d (,:.,.~ .. ;) 1,11gra<icusly. 

&c. u. r:; II ·Ii• fool] w'l/ 1,/it /1/llt 011d up6,a,J 
(0111&,i) 11111, •11 2 • I/' 1 thou h,is/ g11w1 ujbro,J 
IHI (, .. rll ,6 oi,&.1u1J µ,1 .i.,rw 1 

j i8 · /),sol,,y 11J/ "' I r I, a,:d ,_, ,,,, un!~ 11,m 
w1t/1 a J.,116/t ht.iii(,, "'P ,9 ..,,,;;). 1i. 12 f. Hiv univ 

ft,.11/id htatls, ,m.J to/011,l ,.,mJs, 011d r, Jiu •,mur th,,1 
gc.lh ht> il'IIJ1; 11'« 1111to lht/,1111/ h,art,f,r ii 6tltn,·JI, 
110!, &:c , q,. , <1 (o ~it~""""'). Vii. 10 (B, ,,o, f11nt­
ht<11/rd I th1 pr Jtr). 

ii. 1 ( ,II; ·I!, '.f thou tomt•I lo ttrn t!u !.ud, 
fr•t·"' lr1>· /·r /,mft.lllo~, &c. (cp. ,. 23). 

X\, 11-20: S11 ,,,,t lh 11, II IS lhrwgh Jiu l.rrd thal 
I j.ll ,1u 111 ••••• ~:,y 110/ //,011. II,. II, tho/ touud mt IA 

rrr, For II, h.ith ,,. mt,/ /,, ,111ful m<1n, .~c. 
\". 11: llt r.l'~(/ I, /vJr (yito11 Ta,lr i11 fiAJ'OG"u a~v) • 

cp. ,,·. 1r1. 
xii 1, : .I ,rd lhou sh,11/ l uni,, h,m as Mt that hath 

iU/<l a ,mlt"1 (~, t.µ,,,.ax_Wf ia0ff1'po11). 

xnii. r J : Th, d1u uru 1:f f !, 11 on ~ffotrt, and 
ll 1r /,u,i..,•ht,, tr '" Jiu u -,,t ,,mt• ( Jo1 ( .. i- 11•ar4Ag 
,\µavria, ). 

xn11i1. 9 I .i: ,1/i r "• 1•1 //,y •1d,11,11 ,, no/ nti;li mt 
bu/ f' •!>' 1111/,, /he /,or! am/ lit sh,,// h,.1/ thu. ,le 

There ;ue also 111.lll}' n.:scmblanccs i11 thou,.:ht md thnne thr .. 11,:l1<111t the l\\11 h, ·.,. ll, L. •. ,he 
treatment of humility (J as. i. 9, Sirach iii. J 8), pride (J as. iv. 6, Sindt x. ;l, of poor and rich 
(Jas. ii. 1 6, Sirach x . 19-1-4; cp. xiii. 9), of stumbling (J.v;. iii . .?, Sir.1ch xix 1/S), ,nd of true 
wisdom (Ja,. iii, 13-171 Sirach xix. 18-u); and other parallel:, arc to be noticed III the use of 
figure, such as that of the crown of life (Jas. i. 1 z, cp. Siuch x~·. 6), .md of rust (}.ls. v. z, .I, cp. 
Sirach xxix. 10, xii. 10).1 

If these examples arc not sufficient to establish a relation of direct dependence, they ;ire 
sufficient to justify the inferu1ec-\\hi.:h is , .. ntirmcd hr the i.:u1e•r.d d1,u.,<1cr, f thL I 111,:lL .,nd H 
relation lo other bouks of the \\'bdu111-l.ite1.1tmc th.,t lhc ,1111h,1r oi ~:. J.tllll'i \\":!.• 1, di .,~•111ai11tcd 
with, and was influenced b}·, Siraeh. 

It is difficult to believe that a book that enjoyed in the early centuries of the Christian en such 
popularity both amonis the Jews uf l'.rle,tine and the I 11 p, r,i"n c,,uld h.l\,' bocn t·ntinlr 1111kn ,.rn 
to the writers of the other ~cw 1'Lstamtnt books. And. in f.tct, pos,ible si~ns of acq11aintance with 
it ar c not wanting. In thi~ connexion the following panlleb h.we been nvted 1 

Jlfull. vi. I ·1 /(Iv -yl,p «lf?n Toir ,ivtl1,W1fv,, T1i rrn(k•­
r.TWµaTn ,,l'f'k1,, U<p1,un ,cai i.i11'iv U ,rurrj,, i,;aW.- ,; ui·;l4ii·,c.\, 

,1/all. ,i. 19 f. µ,) U.,uao,,i(<Tt :-pi• 11?""'1'"1< ,,,., rij, y~,. 
011ou a~t Kfli p'p~a,~ 0c/>n .. 1Ct:, ~lli ~lfOU K'>...(r.~m lt•pL":trot UI Kffi 

K~f1TT"l'U.iUt' A,cra1.1p,{n, .,, q.i.u• O']U'Ul!JIClt~ • ., Ot'jJIH~ ~,x. 
Jlfa/1. X\·i. 27 .:ai T,;,., dff'olwuu i~U.af'~ •onl f'r,t• :.f)fi~uJ 

aldoi· .. 
Lulu 1. I 7 bnarpio/m .(op~m{ -rr«Tipw• t

1!'T'i ri~,·u w:r>. .. 

(of Elijah). 

.. \"'1, t<h xxxiii .. .? t~,P,~ c~; .. ,,l"l Tfl! 1tA?O'IOI' 0'01·, ~ai ror, ~,,u. vro, UOI) ai J:}'lJjJTltU ,, l At•dJJ(,J'U,vf'(U. 

.,.\Jr,uh xxix. 1..? "' c:Xua ., ,AuzJJOfllll~t, ... f!)tf TOJJ,tiou 
trov, ,•u1; nVf'? if,Ae!f"ai a, u 1:aic·t,• aa•c.,u,i:.;.,. 

..,;,r,1rh xxx11. 1 1 :w, ti .. ra o&:, GrP,>wr.<:9 .. ar:. Tat rrp,,jEttr 
tJ~O~ ,t'JA. 

s·,'ra, Ir xiv, , IO /"1'1'T'T'Pf1',cu a:uµa,n .. fl'ar.,cir rrf>Or dOr 
ttt (of I lij~h). 

These parallels arc, it must be confessed, 11, ,t ,·err corl\'incin;:-. c ln the nt her hand .the l'ar.!_l>l.: 
of the Rich Fool (Luke xii. 1;; f.) mar h,1vc hcen s~ll-:'1-:~.slc,l by n~orc ~h.tn ,inc p.i-;'-lf:C 1!1 Hen-::-11a; 
The theme of the parable finds an cx.,ct p.tr,llld Ill ~11.1ch XX'.'.I • • I """''"<Tf :-:.\,11 •10, .,. ,nru;,wn 
XP'lj.t.O.Tt.11', ~al i,, 't?i civa,raoon iµ1ri-::.\t1'tll< rw1· T1,L:<Jn1µ,irw1· air,..- . St. Luke ha, parallels to som~ or thc 
phrases used here (uvv..i(w, ,,1· ,r.atiul'). There is alsn the rcmark.iblc p.1r.,llel to the same p:issa;e, 
presenting similar features, in Sirach .xi. 18-19: 

• See, further, '.\la)'or, Ef. fl/ SI. J,wu<', pp. cwi-cniii; Z~hn, !Jnlf'lunr, i. 87. 
1 Cp. rsestlc io HDJJ, i\. 550~. 



SI R A CIT 

T/11n· is that wnreth rid, b;• lu's wnri11rss tmd pi11chi11g, 
Ami tliis is //It" porlio11 ef Ids rr..•ard: 

11'/tm l,e snit/1, / /1m•e ft1u11d rest, 
And 110-.u will I ta/ of my goods; 

J'd /u /.:1101,•eth 11,,11(•/tnt twu· shall pass, 
A11tl lu shall !m1•,· them lo otlters, n11d die (R.V.). 

It will be- co,wcnicnt in concludin;.: t his par,igraph to note a passage from the Didaclte, which 
look~ like a real quotation either from Ben-Sira or a common source. 

Sirach i~. 31 rum: 
J.rt 1101 tlry hm,d llf slrctd1t·d out lo ta/.·,· • 

.,./11,l dosed III tltt· midst of gi..•i11g (so J!l•). 
This is apparent!}' quoted in the JJidndtc iv. 5: 

I,'" not ,mr //l(l/ strtlrl1Cs 011! llis /1(111(/s lo ,·ut'frt, 
Rut drn,,•s 1/1011 in ,,,l,e11 ltc s!tou!d gfre. 

It is dinicult to bcluTc that om br,ok did not exercise a considerable influence on the formation of 
the JJidnchc as a whole. There arc many parallels both in thought and sentiment. 

(/1) Sir,1d1 1111d Inter },wish Likrn/111·c. In this connexion i t will be convenient to note 
some or the more ,-11 ikin~ p.tr.ilkls between our book and (i) AJ:iiqar, (ii) Tobit, (iii) other non­
Rabhinical Jcwi,h literature. and then (iv) lo estimate and illustrate its influence on the Rabbinical 
litcr3.turc. 

It is difficult to determine priority of date in t he case of Ben-Sim's relation to Al.1iqar and 
T,1bit. The parallels mar mctd}' imply the pre,<;nce or common matter from older ~ourccs. A 
strong- case. however, can be made out for the priority or Al.1iqar. Thus the famous dictum, which 
is n:peatcd O\'Cr :md over again in different forms in later literat ure, and appears in Tobit as 

rl /111s drlfrerrt/1 fro111 dell/It, 
A 11d .wf[t-rdlt 110! to r0111, into dark11,-ss (1v. Jo, cp. xii. 9)1 

;ti ready implies the legend or Al.1iqar, and is only explicable by it.1 In Sirach we meet with the 
same maxim, but in a form modified from that or Tobit: 

\torr up a!msgh-ing i11 th;• h·cnsuries, 
.·/ ll(/ it s/101/ dclfrtr thee from all ei•i!; 

Brit, r t/1,111 a 1111gllt;• shield aud a !trn1-;• spear 
Shall (t/1is)figl1! for !fur agmi1st a11 e1u111)'." 

i. l'nrallds ,,·it/1 . l!ti,1ar. Of matter common to Sirach and i\lJiqar the following arc striking 
c·x;unplt.,: 

Sirach t\' • ..:6 . 
,\ htqar ii. 6,j: 

Again. 

Sirach xxii. q, '.'i: 

Slt111d /IOI ,,;;ai11st tltr Stl'l"0/11, 
St1111d 1101 ngai11sl a rfra i11 its j!///Jd. 

11'/uzt is luavi,·r than lead? 
.,.J11d ~,·!tat i.r 1/s mwte 0111 • Fool' t 

Sand n11d snit and a ,,,1·ig/1t of inm 
(. lrt") easier lo bra,· t/1n11 a sc11sdns 111n11. 

1\ cl.,sc parallel occu,s in Prov. xxvii. 3; but /\l)iqar (Sp·iac \'Crsion) ii.+.-; contains one even nearer· 

,Jfy so11, I ltn1't' .carried snit and ,·emot•ed lend: n11d I /l(lt'C 110/ Sfftl a11;'tld11g /1L·m11rr titan t/1at 
a man sltC't1ftl pa; bad.· a debt t/1nt lte did 1101 borro,,• . 

.ll;· so11, I !tn,·,· .canit-d i1w1 nud n11111nd s lo1us, (Ill(/ t!try ,,•o·r 1101 !,em•itr 011 me titan a 111011 w/10 
Jtilks i11 th,• /1011s( "./ his fntho·-i11-law.3 

1i. l',,r,,!ld., :,·1t/1 'l ,,/1tt. 'I he following inay be cited to illustrate the parallels t hat occur in 
Tobit: 

Sirach iv. 4 : Despise 1101 tile s11pp!ientio11 of tlte poor, 
,·l,id t11r11 110/ awn; from tlu njflicted soul. 

Tobit iv. i : T11r11 110/ away t!ty f (Ue from n11y poor 111011, 
Ind t/1.-fnce ef c;od s/1nll 11of be t11r11ed m11a;•fro111 t!tu. 

1 S~, 1h<:tl1>( u,~ion 1n Tl,,· St"'J' ,fA{1d,1r, eel. by Rendel B arris, p. xlviii. (. ',,i,. 1:, 13; cp. vii. 321 xii.:?. 
• C11ctl by Rendel Harris, op. ii., p. Jiv: sec ::ilso "lau, J/isloiu el saguu d'A!,ikar, pp. 6o-63. 
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1'-TROl1UCTIO\/ 

Sirach xxxviii. 1/1. · Jlly son, lrt trar.r fall tr:'fr tlir dratl; 

111 arc11rda11cr :,•11/1 ·1•/1nt is due t., 
0

hi111 lmry !tis /,/J(f;•. 

Compare 11 ith this the pas~a~e, in Tobit 11 luch commrnd the piuu dutr 11! l,uryini tlw ,Jt-.ul, ,·~p. 
Xii. l J: 

A 11tl :v/1r11 //1,,11 di,lst ""' dda.1· t,, risr "/' ... tlt,11 tlw11 111~:l,t,sf r•• ,111d ''"'"'' f ~.· ,I,· ,,I, tltJ· 
gfXlll drrd ~vas 110/ ltid from 111,, &c. 

i ii. Para/Ids ,,•it/1 •·tlto· 11011-N11!1/1i111,·a/ Jr; ·i.1/1 f.i1t·r,1tur,·. Sir:,~h h,1, ,lpp,ircntly inllt1cnc:eil 
two other important lllloks. vi1.. 2 Enoch (Lil" -;J.1v, nic E11od1J .t11d th,: l',:,ltcr ,,r Solu111on. 

In .! l·noch pas,.1:;:c~ of Sira<'h arc •01tll:l1111c, dtetl l'nl;;ill}. Lh11,xlvii .~ 1 IV/,,, lt<1s 111,mwrr.t 
tit/' dust ,if tltr mrt/1, n11d ti,,· .1,111,I ,f 11,,. .,,.,,, ,111,I tltt ,ln•tr ,,( 1,1111, &t 1 i~ cit,·d fr11m Sir.1th i. ! , 

in 2 Enoch Ii. J ·~ parallels occur with Sirach vii. 1z, xiv. 13 xxii.. ~o. xxix. 10, :tnrl ii. •I, 

Th, foll<>win~ Im lt,r 1,,11.1llc1' nc IH•lcd I,_, l'h . .rl.-, t \ ,,: ,f /, p. ,11,1 ~ l.n•" h .n~. 1 ·, = '"· 1, 
xv. J.f , •ii; 2 Enoch ~Iii. 11 = SiraC'h vii. J; z Fnoch xliii 2, .l = :-.,•.1d1 x. 20. 22, 2~; 2 F.noch Iii. 5 = 
Sirach XX\i\. 1 1; 2 Fn0<h Iii. K ;::-; S,rad, ,xxi. 26; 2 Fno, h hi 12 S,rach xHm 9; 2 Enoch lu 2 = 
Sirach xxx1\. z;;; 2 E110<h hi .. 1 = :-.irach x-u,. 2 1-21, 18 2 I ..,,,._1, Ix,·. 2 ~irach xvn. 1, :;; : J'noch 
Ix,. 11 = !c-1r.Kh xi,. 19. 

In the <:asc of the l'salms of S,,10111 .. n there ,lfl' many par.1llcl~ I,. t <l, f•<'ll•kt1CC cc111nc,t l,c 
shown conclusively lo cxi~t. 'The l.mgm•!<' and ihought nr Sirach nfrt:n illustrate' thc«c 
J,saln1s, 'tlctu,d ~01 rc:-.pcmdcnces of l':\'.J>rl"":,. .. j,,u .u'l fu1111d. 1,u\ the il:-!'lt t·llll'lll ,,. l!CUl"r.lHf t,, he 
cxpl.unc<l by some pa~,.1;.:e of Script•1re from which both 1,r11i:,~ ha,·,· l. ,rr1111,•d' l,rt, .111.J James), 

The followinr pa".t"cs arl' ci1c::.l l,,1· l{l'k 1n,l James in 1hcir, !. of the }>, . .Joh uf -;olomon (p. lu,i f.): 
Ps. ~- ii. 19 CJ>, '-ir:ich x,x,i. ,, : l's.:-:. iii. 7, i:, cp. ~ir.tch 11i. z:;, , . ,; x,1. 1 I'•, :,, ,. 1;; 17 cp. S1ra1h 
xviii. 12; P'-. ~. , 1, cp. s1r.tch xi. 11 ; P.:-...... 1x rtJ-tM, q,. ~1r.\ch x~X\1, 17, 1• .... !:i. xm. :, .t, cp. 
S1r.tch '.\xxix . .!t) .. JO; p..,_ ~. Xi\ • . 1 q,. !--1r,h.h "(\ 11. •-t , P~. ""· ~v· ~ < 1'· ~1r.1ch . ,, , P~. :-,. '('ti. 71 >i cp. 
S1r,1ch i~. IC; P,. "· x11i. 6, q -..;r,1d1 ,h. ,~. 

iv. Tiu wjl111·11,,· ,if Rm-S;r,1 011 N,1bbi11;m/ l.it,·ratm·, Th,1t Hcn-S.r.1 s l>ook l1.1s exercis<.:<l 
a consiucr.iblc 1111\ucncc on Rabbinic' likrature lt.11dlr 111:L·J, .111r 111r1hc1 cl, mr,11,:r.,ti,,n. ,\! 1 IOll 
has been alre,td)' m.1cle more than onCl', in till' crnir~e nt' this l11t1odmti,,n, 1 .. tl11 l.11 ,r 111111',cr ,,1 
t')Uotat ions from th, bouk that occur in the T.d11111d,. th<.: :\lidr;1,lti111 and the \\,irk ,,t •0111.: ;.:1c.1t 
J e11i,h schobrs and po<:ts like S.,'adya .,nd JJ,n <;el>ir,,J.• l.1·,·11 ;1f1n thl' ,1url. h.,.J bt·c11 u.,nm,d 
br clisting-ui,hed l{abhinical amh,,ritf. ,111d so h, c·1n11· ,11sp1x1 t'l the i,rth"d"" 1 ilntio1n, of, xtr.1cts 
from it w1:re ,till circulated .ind read (in th,· <>11,.;inal I kb,,·,,·1 .1m11n;.: thl J""'·· .\pi•,llllltly. al, .. , 
it was at some time or othtr translated, either in whole or in part, into ,\r.1maie for Jewish use. It 
was only in the \liddlc A,;..:s th,,t !ht: 11ri,;i1ul 11n1k c1u,1d., ,,ill, h1:d l1,m1 II• 111«1,:c• 111 Jc"r) 
Th e.; ._xtent of its influu1cc in the.; catlier J1l·ri11d ..:.,11 he 111c·,1,111t·d I •r rL'C,illat.~ ,111,;- ,1r t\q1 i1n1• rt.wt 
facts. Tt apparently cxcrcis<.:d :i formati\'t· i111!11c11c,· ,111 ,,11:h i11q1,111.111t ),·111~h I\ irk, ,L.., 11':• tr,ict .. tLS 
Pirqt llbc,tl, and D,·r,·l •,.,.,._,· (rn/.ba ,ind, pcrhap,. ::111,1;. Xnt only is ncn-Sira :1ctually cited in 
1'1rq,• • lbot/1 iv. 7 I= Sirach \'II. 1 i: see nok l, but :i wh,ilc st·ncs of paral'cls c,1n b<.- traced 
throughout the tractatc. ,1hid1 ,h.,11s !hi.It tll<' l>,,ok \\,is, •11th,· c.irhn p<1· •1. '·""'-~ >t11d1cd ,111<! 

much cstcemc<l in Rabbinical ,in.:lcs. For par.rile-I, 111 thl' 11.1ct.1tl' /!11,l· ·,.,,,,.11•1,1 ri:frrcn,c 11111,t 
be 111.lllc to the notes in thecommenta,r. ,\ go,,d ill11,t1.Jl1, ,11 i, t,, l,c ,L,11 in thl' ,,cl1tl11 u,111.:t·111111;! 
behaviour a t banquets (xxxi 12 24 and notes).' This tr:ictatc is m1111ly concerned with rules 
ab<>ul behaviour in ,ocial inti.:r.uurs,. lk11,S11.,'s 111~,k .d~ .. 1111lm·t11l'd thL litu,~r· ,\t ,Ill)' r.,tc, in 
the prayer contained in xx:-d. 1 1; th,rl· .ire s,,111c re111arktl,lc 1~11.,llds tu p.111., uf thl' ,\/1,'111 '11,/1 

'J:'sr?lt (' l'ii,:htccn Hlc,;.;in;t~ '), ll'hkh oc.:11pic, ,11 impon.1nt ;1 Jl'"ll iun i11.1ll the ,y_11.1go~uc scr\'ICi.:,f 
Of COUrse, it is possibli: that :111 earlier form 11[ this liturgi,,11 ('1',1)''-1' \\',l, .tlr,,lll)' Ill CXIStcn, C ill the 
time of Hcn-Sira, and that he is quoting- lrom nr allml,11:,:- to it. 1'111, 1<, ,,11 the whole, the m,1sl 
probable cxplan:ttion. Hen-Sira's pr.1rcr ha, ,t l1t11i;.:ic,tl rin ~ ,tli.,ul it which M1g,:csts th~tt it i, not 
his own individual composition. The following cit,1ti,1ns will 1l111,tr,1lc the par:illd1s111 rctl.!rr.:<l tu: 

1 l k·n·Sir:1·s vo;;ut.· a.1non:-; the J\,lhlns of the pcriocl hcfor.: tlit• :\11lldlc .\bn•· !ii \\ell hr;iu(:_ht out pu c.trt.ulct1 
rcfcrc1,cc!) by Zun,, l>i, g~lfad1,·mlli.l1t11 Vurlr,,,:t ,i.,· /11.l,11, pp. 10<>--105. 

1 ~ 1s ,m cnmplc of one suchjloriltg111111. • .. • 
i Cp. e.g. 1he note~ m the t.:onrnH.:nt.,ry 011 1hc h11lu\,11l),. p.,s.s.1i;1:,, ,, la:H the p.u.,Jlds ,,re cued: \.11, 36, \I. 9, ::S, 

xiii. 4 , 9-13, xiv. 10, xixi. 1::, x,iviii. 2-1, &c. 
• Cp. n.lso xxxii. 1-10. 
• The full fonn for 11eek•d:tys can be seen in Singer\ ,lutlrori:,d /1,w'/y /'r.11,r b'11d, pp, ·U·S4• 
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SIRACH 

Sirach xxxvi. 4: As Tko11 /1asl sm1chj,·d Tkyscif (nt;ii j:>J) befon them 
So t:lonfy Thyself Z11 them before 11s. 

Compare p:iragraph 3 of the Sk.'mii11,l1 'Esr,-1, C the sanctification of the ::Ofame '): 

T/u,11 art /1(1/y and Thy 11(111/f is holy 
Bl.-ssed art Tho11 tlu: holy God. 

The key-note here is •holy' (sanctification). 
Again, Sirach xxx\'i, 1, a runs: 

Gather all the lrtbrs of Jacob, 
11,at tkry may ruein tl,rir i11/,crita11cc as in the da;•s of old. 

The tenth paragraph of the Sh!mii11N1 'EsrM is: 

~0111ul tk,· grmt h,,m fi•r our frudom .. , and colkct 11s from the four corners of tlir earth. 

l'ossibk pa,.illcls or allusions exist in this section to all except the sixth, eighth, and ninth 
p:irng-rnpbs <,f the prnrer, which it must be remembered in its present form contains nineteen 
section~. There is, ho\\'e\'cr, at least one important part of the Jewish liturgy which is unquestion­
ably tkpendent un Sirach. This is the rapturous description of the beautiful appearance of the 
11 igh-l'riest as he o fficiatccl in the temple on the Day of Atonement, which is still recited in the 
services of the clay. It is largely based upon, and imitated from, the description of t he High-Priest 
Simon the Just, given in Sirach I. It begins: 

/11 truth, how glorious was the lligh-Pricsl as he ((IJIIC fort/1 from the Holy of Ho/ifs itz 
ferfcct ftnu. 1 

~ 8, C\XONICITY OF THE HOOK AND ITS UsF Its THE EARi\ Crll., RCII, 

As is well known, Sirach ow eel its place and use in the Christian Church to the fact that 
it \\'as included in the J\lexanclrinc Canon; bdorc coming to speak, therefore, of the early patristic 
eddence concerning our book. it \\ill be ,,·cll to draw attention to the ecclesiastical lists of the 
bi Llic:il bunks. 'Our earliest Christian list', sap Prof. Swele (111/roduction t,, the OM Tcslammt in 
{,' red.·, 19cc. p. 22, ), · \\'as obtainccl from Palcstine,2 and probably represents the contents of the 
l'ak,tini:rn Greek Bible. It is an attempt to answer the question, \Vh;,t is the true number and 
orc!e, or the books uf the Old Testament? Both the titles and the grouping arc obviously Greek, 
hut the books arc exclu,ivcly those of the Hebrew Canoll.' Sirach, therefore, together with 
the rest uf the books of the Apocrypha, is excluded. Origen, in his Commentary on I's. i, gives 
the second list that \\'e know of, which belongs to a time not later than .\. u. 23 t ; he reckons as 
hcl,,ngin!{ to the Canon the t\\'cnty-two books of the Hebrew Old Testament." But, strange to say, 
(Jri~cn includes in his list the First Book of Esdras (he treats 1, 2 r.sdras as one book) and the Epistle 
of _kn:miah, neither of which had ever been regarded as canonical by the Jews. Origen's li~t is 
adopted hy Athanasius, Cyril, and Epiphanius.' as well as in the Laodiccan Canon, in each case \\'ith 
the additi11n of Baruch. Furthermore, as Dr. Swete goes on to say (op. cit., p. 222),' Amphilochius 
mrntions t\\'o books of Esdras, and it is at lea,t possible that the Esdras or Gregory of .;\azianzus 
is int~ndcd to include both books, and that the Epistle, or Baruch and thL Epistle, arc to be under­
stuod ,<s formin~ part of Jeremiah in the lists both of Gregor}' and Amphilochius.' The point of 
importance ,1 hich these facts reveal is that• an expansion of the Hebrew Canon, which involved 
no atlditit1n to the number of the books, was predominant in the East during the fourth century', 
l)r. S\\'cte ;.:ives t110 other lists: one mentioned by Lagarde (Scpt11agi11tas/11die,,, ii. 60 ff.), :S111101/,,s 
••· i.ar, µ't', in 11hich the \\'isdom of Jesus (the son) of Sirach is mentioned among the canonical 
.ScripturL~ (so. tou, Tubit and Judith); and the other is anonymous; in it Sirach is, together with 
T obit and thL \Yi,dom of Solomon, placed under Apocrypha, though Judith is reckoned among the 
c.·monical books. 

' This composit1on is the work of the Jewish mediaeval poet \leshullam bar-Kalonymus. It forms part of the 
,1/uJ<t/, or ,\t.ldnion:cl' l'r.1)'cr for the llay of'Atonement, and can be seen in any of the Collectlons of Jewish Feo1ival 
l'rayers Im Routl<:dg,·'s cdiuon, w,I. i, of !Jay of Atonement Festival Prayers, p. 166f.). See also Tiu Rtligio11 a11d 
iV,·rship of the Sy,,agogr" (Oestcrley and no,), ed. 2

1 
p. 428. 

t ~lelito (c. ,\, Ji, l ~0} al!, t:usebius. JI. E. I\', : 6 (071'(ta,} ,ur8,i,, ,..q., Tfill rr11ho1Q)-, f:Jt/3'>..io,)V ,\~oi·).~'I~ Oa:pi~h(III> ,,.uc,a -r011 
u~e,.Jw ""' ,;r.oia T~I' f1ifu1 ,lo, ... ,ivt>.O~,, ,;, r;,11 ,lJ/aro>i;,11 ICUi. iw, Toti T"6rrou yu,6µ.,a,io, (v6n. (c,,pL·~e,, Kai /.,rp&xlJr, ..• 
ir.f'µ.tci cro,. 

Eu,ebius, H. £. vi. 25 ,1.-l a, nl ,r.cou, avn {j!/3Xo, KnO' 'E/jpa/oer oia. , .. 
• On the e,·idence of these Fathers sec funhcr below. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The following- evidence of a more official kind m.1y he .1clrlctl. It is concc:iv:,l,le tl111 thtrt· i~ 
in the •. 1/11,-111,,ri,m I• r,1.,· 1~,r11t 1 _(11hkh, as \\'i:, tc<,tl sa}·s, 'ex prr~e..'I "it h fair di,ti11c1110:, tlic fir,• 
kno\\'n JUdi.:ement of the C:tth<'ltc Church <>11 the sum nf tlw C.:111 i,1 i,111 Scriptures 'I :i I l"f~T«:11<.t: to thr 
~\.'isdom of Sirach in th<.; wo1:cls: 'Et ~apientia al> atnici, Sal,m11,11i, in h"11nre111 1p•i11~ sc11pt,1 , · c 
11 ha.s to be rcmembe!cd 111 tl11s co11ncx1011 that, as 11 c ~h,dl .cc prc,cntly, the lx><,k .,f the \\'iMlr,111 
of S1rach, to~ct.hcr w,tl! other blJok~ of th<: 1\poc1n,ha, scc.:m1 from the IJ<'.:innin.,: to h~vc oij<">}c,J 
~rcatc r cs~ecm 111 ~he Western than 111 the l·.a,tcrn t hu.rd1. :S:c;,;t, 1h1: ei~htr-fifth 11f th~ .\pOM~·hc.al 
Canons g ives a list of the books of the I lcl>rcw C.111011, and mid, the three first )>0<,I..-. of th, 
J\1accabccs and the \Vi,dom of Sirach; thc,c l:t-t fnur :ire n,,t, h<,wc,cr. included in the C.:1111 111 , 
~hough the \Vb~mn of Sir,~ch _i, spe~ially rt·cvmnwn,l,;d for the insln1t.ti1111 of the ruuni. ,\,,,a,n, 
m the ;/post,1/ic,1/ C,11st1/11t11,11s, vi. 14, '.i ( /J,d,,.,,,1/1,1), q11otatio11s from Sirach :ire i;:11-cn 
with the same formula as th11se from the honks .,f the I khrcw Ca11011,• hut in th•· Ii t 1,,i1c11 in 1i. ;; 
of the same work there is Ill) mcnti"n of anr nf the b,,,,J..:s or th,• • \ pocryph.1. • ( ln the otht:, h.111<1, 
at the Council of llipp() (.\.tJ. 3<1.l) Sirarh \\,ts spcci.illr 11K11ti1on,·d Its lx:in;.: OJllC of the c 111 .. nical 
books, while at the Council of C.11th.i;.:c (.,.1,. ,;,,,\ the· tiv,• lm .. k, ,,f s ,! ,111,,n '. i.e. l'ro,cil,,, 
Ecclc,ia,tes, Canticles, \Visdom, ,.md Sir.1d1, o11c 1,·tkt,11,d .1111,Jn;.: tlw c.moni,:il Scripture~.• Thi• 
was also confirmed by the Council of Carthai?c in ,\,fl, 41,J, 

Corn in~ 11(.ll\ II/ spe.tk in SlolllC d, t.til or ,d1.tt Lhc• ( hurd1 F.1tlw1 S l ,~y ,i, t .. the C:lll<>11icitr 01 
othcrwi~e of the book. we tum first to the Ea•.t('rn Church. 

In the /)Macltc iv. f> (<- 110) Sirach "· 31 is q1101<:d thus ~ti1 , ,,,,, :,•~t ,,,,. :,, An 1,ir 
fKT<ll'WI' T<()' ;'{•ipa,·, "'I''"(•<,,', r,urva, ,r1·,r;;..,1•, \\ hit 11 i, ~lllli,;i~n\J)' IJ(:M lhC \\i)r\lju,: <1f ;-,jr;Ldl i\', °)I 
to show that it is intended to bl! a f1llOt,1ti1 n, ,·i,. \l i1 tiTT .. ,· ;, ,.,/,, ,ruu t~n:-,,1,.,,, H'... ... ,\u'1n,·

1 
.-.uL ,·,~ 

T,;; 1i1roo,1,,,1·a, ,r1·1·t,rru,\µ.,1·,,. The s.11nc text i~ q11,,tcd in the I·. L'i,tle uf Jl.1r11ah.1, x,x. ,, fr. 1 ~::1. 
Lu,;cbius, as we have alrcauy sc1.n, 'lll"IL' .lfd11,, ,f S,11·di, (ii., . 1l>ie), h,,\\c,1.1. t, the ,1fc1.t th111 
the books of the llcbrew llil>le an· the only canonicd .. ,11··; hr ,·xclud«, therL '"rL·, :--i1:t.ch.' 
The evidence of Clement of ,\li:xandri.t ,d ~.! ) is 1·1111Jlidi11~, in hi, l',1.,/,1, ,11, 1,.., <JU .. tc~ vc1y 
o ften from Sirach, ;1nd speaks of it ;a- i1 ti""'"' ,llld /1,i,, ,, .. ,.,,,; 1c.~. 11, d,.'i'· ,xxn·. -1, xkiii. -1, 
lix. 4; [IT, chap. xviii, xx iii. 4, lxx;,;iii. :H, from which it would evidently appC3T that he 
regardcd it as canonical ScriptuR; I.Jut, accordi11i:: lo Eti-cb,u,,, Clement nckorad !:iirach 
among the '.\ntilcgom<"11a •• for in •pc.tk111,. "f l kmcnt, '"111,,,- he 111<:1111n11, the .\h, 11111,rs, r 
'i\JcdiC}'S ', and S;t}'S: '(Jc ljllolt's ill thLIII p,1•',l'.:es f1 ,)lll Lht' di,l'lltcd s~1ipt111ci; the ~O c.11:c<l 
\ Visdom of Solomon, for ex,11npk. and 1th.it I ,,f jt",11, th<.· "'11 uf Sir ,ch, ;md the I pt~:k t, the 
H ebrews, and those or ll.tmahas, Ckment. an, 1 J u,'c • ' Uri,:L·II, tou, give, co111lict111g c1 ulc-nc .. : \\C 

Published b)' \[uratori in 1740 fr,,m •• ,nanu,cr•pt n 1lw .\mlm,,bn I;, .ary .,• ;\!111n, thuc~h bcbn., ~,: or •molly 
to the ~tc.tl Irish tnona)lf'f)' of JtuLbiu. 'It w 1s f, untl 1n .1 ,011 me uf Lat~ fr.1gn ~nts 1nc! tr.inslauans \\.., b d •es 
apparently from the eighth ccntur)', But thl' f, 1i;111t!nl t , If"·" ev1<ltntl)' cop1c<I 'rom a m.inus, npt of much lughc: 
ontiqui1y; for ii was mutilated both at thL· bci::unmi: rnd tnd before 11 was lr.1nscr.-',cd. '!he \Inter r.ums t be 
a contcmp•>r.,ry of l'ius, who w.lS h1,hr,p c,f Rom,• ,n th< 1111ddlc <>I the• second ctnlur) : so th.it 111 d.1·c IP.~)' be facd 
,11th tnlcr.,blc certainty bct\\ccn ""· 160 ;,ml 170' (\\c,•cnu, The //1 !,•Ill/fr,· Cl,11,./1 (:nd cd ), p, 11: 

1 St:c further on this r.. J-:uhn. /J,,.r m10 llons h J,r ,gm,,:I, Ml- 9~, 11: 
Westcott s.,)S in rcfrru1cc to this: '1 he !1st ,,f the '1uuks of the 11.';lc m 1111: c1~ht)··f.flh or the Af'osl It 11 

Ca11011 \la> m1rod11ced m10 its prcs<nl place ,It a c 'uch br, r •' ,tr \ <I lht· hst II elf t rc,nark:iblc, ,ind probah1r 
Alex.,ndrmc m ongm .... l'h13 canon, tn.~t:lhcr ,\Ith the l.inon ut <..,nh,Jr:,· wth w-:u1t,ta at ihc Qu1r .s.t'.\tmc Counc ! 
[ofCons1antinoplc1 .-,.n. ,;3], and h.1u ~ p,11\Cr1u! ,nRucrn • on man)' uf 1hc l-..u1crn lhurc~ts' (c>f .11., p. •;f). 

' Cp. Herbst, /1,sl.-l·ril. E.i11k1/1111; ,,, ./1, Ir ,t, m Sd.ryt,11, 11. pp. If. 
I ,J,r,1111· a•,; ""O')'to,WOT'}• ;</J l+ifA1,t• THfi~ f11T~( m11")U."O(A,Q,CUW ru '11,o,,J"ho.r IC , U 

1
l?IIOL• T)ll :"-u\;, Tl. T' I' hfi'!'~I' • C ,.,,, 

8'rcr1At'1W11. Ti.I TWII 1Jnp(l).fl1i't?JJHWII' ,irul r/, n,, 'Frro111&u· r.11lh r-11i'f'J" Tu TOI lw;:f 1eo1 TO !o.\n,-.wl'<,- .-cu TU , .... 4uo,aiuo 
,rpo(j,qrW.,. 0

.\i,tl ~lo l, ,..,.,,µi11w.- ,;,uy,·w11,-.uTwv ;-,,;iO, TH ToLr Toi ..l.111. ! ...J,aA'A.uw l~11ou • 1 u A«or f'a i .. r OT&,\,a 

\-wo+a>.'AtTvJ. 
• The thirty-ninth canon re,Lds :is follows: • hem pl,1.cu11 ut praetrr !lcr. ptLras crnonic u; mhrl m ccc',sia lr,::uur 

sub nominc dinn.1rum Sci 1ptur.ou1n. ,.,,nt ,lUl...:111 t .u1t1111 .u,, :-., r iptur.11! li,n.: · d1, n II n. •\\ tht .,.,_ : ill..: T, •t ~ h, 
Joshu;,, Jud,.:e~. l\uth. four houk1t of 1'111;..~. t\u, ,,I l lir.;,n1t kf. J, 1 1, tlw P .,h.:, . .1t1u ,\hl1 h n ll m111 c.. • ~A 
lihri quinquc, lilrn duudccim fl'"l'l,crarum, J~ •• ,,..,. J,·11·1111.11, Etrtl.1.t. 11.1111c I. 'J ,,I 1,1-. Jtuhlh, I >th1 • I .i!r~• I' II o 
~lach:\.b.,l·c1rum lihri duo'; and then the ho11k:t nl the '.\:c,~ "l'l·,1.11ucr,t .ut c m1tt•cf.1t, c Anrr tl1 .. tit- 1oll,m1r1.,." td1 
occur: 1 Let this he madt· kn1,\\ll abn to our OrotlH: r ,in,; tdl11\\ ·Jtiit .... l 1:,,oi1.1,-..... "'' to ,,tht·r l,i,J,ot•" "'' thlll(' JJ.1rt,. h.:r the 
purµosc of contfrmln:,.: that c.111on, bl:c:iu~c \\C h.1\t! rt:c, l\l'\: tu,111 Pllf 1.1thc1~ t1ut tl~\J!C huul,;" mu...,t UC rt-ac\ m the 
Church' (quoted by \\-cstcott, l ~1111w, pp. -Ll') f. ;-11 t.). .\, \\ p,tc, ,u 31,.,y .. ti .• nher: : Hct" <"tn tht') t ,u, a o. 31p 11n1~ 411) 
no les!> thaa six councils ,•.-ere ht:ld in .,\trit;.1, ancl tour"' tl\l,1' .11 l.t.rllt.,to.c• For , l1111c. under tt--..e .n .. 111rn.tum rJf 
Aurchu, and Au.;u,tinc, th,· t:hu1ch of l\·rt11llt.111 ,11ul L)1ni.111 \1,1~ 1111~,~ '.'"h ,t 11~" life IJt·fmt' ii• f.it.,t •l~~ba<1n.' 

' Among the writing:s of the Apostolic l<nla r .. lla·1c ts only one t 1t.1t1on hum ~1r.,ch, , u. I\ • .. H. "Utc:.n Ii quvtt·d 
in £ /). Barn. xix. 9. . . • . • 

• Euseb1us, //, E. h·. ~u. J n .S/J,,m. I(. d1:q,. xi,. ; 1cd St.,hlin,. ho,, c, t·r, S,r.u. h , 1 J.i , ... rtft rrt·d In a" So1om.an ,,. 
And such a p:u,sa.c:e as lhc follo,, ing su~}.;~U t!1;u l kmtnt 1t·g.,r<lt.1l ~lrnch .u cam,nil:1

0

1 :'\ riplurc: ,..,,-,,. 111. \', ll ,1,.11. I 
0 rtfoxriµtar O A(yQlv f if' iTn U«ot·U1'Tw1·· •• (SJri\Ch ~X\". 1)) r.Hrh I,.. «!ir" .J,1. \r·~, ..cot Tt11 f'?J.· ,ur,au,r,u u t #'11u·1r O 1\1, it.~,\,;-,., 
"6 f:tw"' Z.ro ti1Co~,1.., O«o1:iT6'" (,.latt. xi. 15 ). 

• Euscbius, H. E. vi. tJ. 
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have seen above that in the list of canonical Scriptures which he gives he only regards the twenty­
two books of the Ilcbrew Canon as the genuine Scriptures of the Old Testament, but elsewhere he 
speaks of Si,ach, the Book of \\'is<lom, and other books of the Apocrypha as 'authoritative 
Scripture', or as ' the I )ivine Word', or as' Holy Scripture' (sec c. g. 0f11l 'A11xw1•, ii. 9j, ed. l\lig ne ; 
(,wtrn Cd.,. \·i. 7, vii. 12); in these works he quotes Sirach vi. 4 and xxi. 18 as 'Holy Scripture• . 
. As Westcott says, in speaking of Origen: ' In his other writings he uses apocryphal books as divine 
and ,111thoritat1vc, rct not without noticing the diffc:rencc of opinion on the subject. But even in 
l11s case the familiar use of the Greek Hible practically overpowered his knowledge of the origina l 
ifrbn.:w Canon, and in his famnus "Letter to Africanus" he expressly defends the reception 
,1mo11g- Christian, ,1f the additions found in the ,\lexanclrinc Septuagint.' 1 Kot that Origcn was 
ignur.1nt of thc l lcbrcw Bible, for Eu,el.Jius (If. E. vi. 16) tells us that 'so accurate an examination 
w,,, < lri;.:l·n undertaking with the l loly Scriptures that he even learned the Hcb~cw language, and 
.1c<p1ircd :is his p1fra1c possession original copies of the Scriptures in I lcbrew characters, which were 
rnrn.:nt .1111011,:- the Jews themselves'! The cviclence of E.usebius (d .. HO) has been admirably 
:-11m111ari1cd U)' \\' c~tcntt as follows: · Eusebius has left no express judgement on the contents of 
1he ( lld I cst:tmclll. In three places he quotes from Josephus, ~klitu. and Origen, lists of the 
h,>c,l,, (slif.;htl)' differing) according to the 11 cbrew Canon These he calls in the first place '' the 
, ·"'"nical Scriptures of the Old Testament (lit.' Scripturcs in the Testament'), undisputed among 
lhl' I Tchrcws": alltl, again,'' the acknowleclged Scriptures of the Old Tc.,tam1;11t"; and, lastly,'· the 
J l,,ly Scriptures of the (.)lei TL~tamrnt." In his C/m,11idt he distinctly separates the Hook of 
:.\1.,«ahccs fr11m the '· Divine Scriptures", and elsewhere mentions Sirach and \Visdom as 
"rnntrm-crted ·· books. On the other hand, like the older l1:1.thers, he quotes in the same manner 
.1~ the c,11Hcnts of the I lebrcw Canon passages from Baruch and \\ isdom. On the whole, it may 
l,t· c1111clmlccl that he regarded the Apocrypha of the Old Testament in the same light as the books 
nf the :\cw Testament, which were ·· controverted and }'Ct familiarly used br many•·. The books 
, ,t the I lcbrcw Canon alone \\'Lrc, in his technical lan~uag1;, "acknowledged." ( )ne gencrnl charac­
t<-1 isiic 11f his judg-cment must not be neglected. It is based expressly on the collective testimony 
,if antiquity exp1..:"cd in the works of the chief ccclesia,tical writers. There was no combined 
decision of any number of churches to which he could appeal .. . . According to Eusebius the 
,,nlr 1111;thod by which the contents of the Bible could be dett>rmined was that of a ,implc historical 
inqt11ry into the belief ancl pr;1ctice of earlier generations, anti this cli<l not .tppear to him to lead to 
;1 certain conclusion in every case. The c,·idcnce of Athana:siu, (d. 373) is likewise very in,portant, 
both on a.:cuunt of his hii::h ecclesiastical position ,ls metropciliun of Egypt, as well as on account 
of his domin:iting personality. In the thirt)'-ninth of his f,·stn! Ldfcrs • he writes as follows: 'As 
[ am about to speak (Of the divine Scriptures), I shall use for the !>upport of my boldness the 
mr)clcl of the Lva ngclisl Luke, and say as he docs, Forasmuclt ns some luwc fai.•m in ltn11d f/J set 
.f ·rt/1 111 ,,r,kr for th1;msclvcs the so-called .\pocrypha, and to mix these with the inspired Scripture 
ri'hicl, we 111<1st surdy bdi,·,·r. t'i'l'II ns f/u·.1· dc/1-;•frrd it to our fathers wl,icltfrom ti,,. bcgi1111i11g were 
l")'• ;,•if11uscs n,u/ mi11isto·s <1/ th,· ,,.,.,.d; if .ffnn,·d ,t;uud II• 11u nls1J, havin~ been urged by true 
h1cthrcn, .111d having lc.1rncd the truth Jiw11 1!1.-Jirst, to publish the books \\hich ;uc admitted in 
the Canon, and haYe been ddh•rrcd to us. and arc believed to be divine, that if any one has been 
dccci1 ed he may condemn tho~c ll'ho le<l ham ;istray, ;rnd he that has a·cmain~d pure from error 
m,,)' rej .. icc in being again reminded (of the truth). All the books therefore of the Old Testament 
:u c in numl,cr twcntr·two.' I le then enumerates the books of the l I cbrcw Canon ; these arc followed 
br a Ji t of the New Testament books, after which he continues: 'But for the sake of greater 
.,~cm,t~} l add this .dso, wntmg <>f necessity, that there arc a lso other books excluded from among 
tht-.;c (i,..,," 1-ldA,n TOVTM' ,~o,!lf1•l, not canonical, which have been framed by the Fathers to be read 

1 T/,r /,ibl, ,,, th~ Ch:m h, p. 116; and cp. Fustoius's words (I/./,. ,·i 31): • Al this time Africanus also, ahc compiler 
d the C. ,t, ji. c. •· '.\lrs11c c;irdlcs "] as they arc called, came into note. ,\ letter of his, wri11cn au Orcgen, is cx1am, in 
wl11, h lh 1nt1111.,ks duulits .,bout the Story of Sus.innah. m IJ;1nid .. ,, lx,11~ uni;cnuinc and t1rt1t1ous, to 11hich Ur1j/~n 
wrote a nrr full answer.' It is arur that Sirach is. noa mentioned by Origen in his lcncr to Africanus, bua since 
he defends Sus.mnah, much more would he have delcnded Sirach ii the au1hori1y uf this book had been spec1-
11c di) • .dlt d 11, 11u1.:~tiun; 111t1rLuH.:r, the objection urb'.t:1..I hy .\fricmu. a~ainsl tht· rcceptmn of Sust.n1Mh, \'iz. that IC did 
~1,,t l:'i.1.)l in lii·~nc"· ii:hd not ,tpply to Sirach, the l'rnlob,ue of which wa!t sufficient to pro,·e its Hebrc\\ oris;in even 
1f Afri, .• nus did nu1 know of an)· existing Hebrew copies. 

' Cp. also the 11orcls of Jerome (De 1•i111 illuslr. liv), who tells us that Origcn had so much holy zeal for the 
Scr1plu1 • tll l't1a111 hchra1 .un lin~uam contra ;1etalis gcntisquc su,te nilrnram cdl'!tCC:rct 1 <quoted by 11..irt, np. ,ii., 
p. 348 note), 

· Tl" liihl· m t/u C!,urch, pp. 153 ff. 
• \l,::n,. /',t,. ,. '"'· col. 1347. These Pas.chnl, or Festal Leners, \\ere p11s1ornlo issued by the bishops o f 

.\lc,andrc.c: 1lw)' wue uri;,;mully wrlllen for the purpose of announcing 1he d.11e of Easter, but ;.rm.dually assumed the 
c.:harac:tcr uf an .,nnua.l metropolitan pronouncemc:nt in which topics of prominent interest were d,calt with. 
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by those who nre ju,t approaching [cnlr>' 11110 th<' ( huich I, ,111cl "ho cl,si,e to l>f 111strnc:cd in th,· 
word of J!odlincss: the \\'isdom of Sul<mlort aml th( \\"i«lum of Siwd1, :uul l·.•thcr, .111.! J ud11h, 
an<I Tobias, and the "'o-called Tc:ichin~ uf lhl' J\pu,t lc.•, ,111<1 th,· :--hq,hc,d /\n<I, 11t1~nhdo,;. 
b clO\·ed, neither anion~ those boob which ar~· c.1110111, ii, nor ,unnni: those thnt ;ire ,cad fi.~ th..;:: 
j ust cnumcrntt:dl, is there anywla·rc 1111.:ntiun 111.1dc• or the :qw1cry1,hnl (l,onks).' It is "01 lh 11u,1c111, 
h ere that Athanasius use!· the word' apucryph,il' in .111 cntir,·ly rhffc-n·nt i;en<e from th,11 i11 1'11ieh 
the word is now used in nJncnce lo the bo<,ki. or 1,111 J\pocryph,1; i11dt.-cd, ht· f:O<~ on t,) ~•} i11 
this passa~c th,ll such apocryphal boob .ire •;1 rk\'icc or hc1e11cs ·• 111,rd~ "hid1 i11 \'IC\\ ul the: 
pass.1.ge before us he could nut i'"'sil,ly have en·r applied 1" the b ..,,k, 11f "1,,,1 '"' 11011 1111,1, r•1J111tl 
by the J\pocrn>h;L One c~:i111ple. :ll le.ht. ,·,i•ts nf ,\th:an.L ius qu1111ng from Srr.1ch, ,,nJ 
speakini:: of it as 'I loly Scriptmc·' I C .. 11tr11. I, r,111, <, xii), hlll ii ;,. cv11knt 1hal. upon the "11.,:,•, 
A thana,ius did not regard Etcksi;1,tic11, as lwlo11;111;: lo the c.in,,nii:'11 Scripture~. fur :1moni:: tho,,• 
he included only the uooks uf the I ld11e\\ Crn,,n.' ,\niphi!iu hi11• (c. \Xe.I t·n11nwrat.-,.. the 1,,,.,1.:., 
of the Old Testament, but indwks onlr till' l,,11,J..s .,f the I ll'l,1~\\ < .in,.., .111,I 111akL"" n<• mcrr11nn ..,f 
the books of the J\ pocrypha." Cyril or J ern,.,kna (ti. f"'" 111 hi, < ·,,t,·, It, r,, ,ti I., :111, • (i\' :.'.I <JIIQte,, 
t he books of the Hebrew C.111011 (amo11;.: "hid, hc, l"''· ind111h, l\.,rnch .rnd the I 1,1,1lc ot )l"tlU11,1h 
as belonging to the Book of Jcruni,dl) ,,, lhc r;11111n1c.d Sui1,tu1c~ oi the I >lei 'l<!st,1111,nt, ;alter 
which he..: sctys: To lit J\mnU. T:'(l,·ru tfo, ,.u,rO,u t·,. l,t I rt11L:'· J f c. ht•\\ C:\'l'f, <ttJulc...'"' ~,r.u.:.h in hi LIii 
d,di,·a/ /.r,f11Ns, vi. 3. Cr<'gory of :-.:.11.ian111, ed. 3S,1) alt, icle, the lx11,b c•I the I !,·l,r,·\\ C,rn,>11. 
which alom: he acknuwkd~<·s .is ,ana,ni,·al Striptm<·. mt,1 1h1e< i,:1011p,-histr,r11.al.' poc11c.cl, 1111d 
proph etical; tn the sccond, bc,idc, J(lh :ind • I ),1\ id·, he induc!,, tl11.:, ol · ..,,,Jr,m,,n • I ,d•-hlc•. 
C:mtides. and J>rnverhs; no mcnti,111 ,tt .di is 111.uk .. 1 ;rnr Im, l,.s out,ide tlw I lcl11cw 1 ·.111un, ,ht·ri 
isonlyarcferencetu'strangebouks',.,,:ainsl "hidt tht 1e1clc1 i,\\1111«1.' l111h,·l'r<f.1ce1u 1!,· 
Sj111'f•'IS .\1ur .• \cr1pt. (p,n1do-l'hrr~•bt,,111 I • thcrc i, ., tl11c<:1 .. ld divi,i,,11 of 'i<11p,111<·. a,, i-« ... ,;,. 
TO an•µ,:!ov,',.ffnKri,,, and ri, r.1,u,J,,,11.,;,., in the s,c11nd of which .trt: incluclcd 1'111,, ,Ir,. the \\'1,,l,1m "' 
Sirach, Ecclesiastes. and Canticles. l hrysnsl<Hll hi111scll q11qtt·s p,issa;.:c, fr,,,., 11,aru,h, S1r:id1 
and Wisdom as 'divine Scripture'. \\'e come next to the c·videncc cf Fpiph:inius (d 404); 
in thrn, place~'· he Lnu111c1.t1cs the l.1nu111,.al 1,,,.,k~. h.,Jdin,: th,,c, tu b,· oul) thr"c 11f the I k;,1tw 
Canon: but he is not altoi-:<:ther c1111,i,tc111. f,,r i11 1Jll<· 111.tec he :n< !ud, the· lctl<:t ui Jc1,:111i.ih "'' I 
Baruch' in Jeremiah, while in another hc n.:111.111.., th.,t 'th,· kttu·, of l\;1rnch • an: n"l f.,1111.t in th 
I !ebrew Hihlc. 'I le is cqu;tllr incnai-i,tcnt or 11111.:,·nain ', ,.,ys \\'c,lcmt. · with rl'h.,rd t, \\"1,cl"tn .,11,; 
.Ecclcsiastieus. These', he says. 'occupy a doubtful phce. ·1 her a, e useful, anal ,t•ll thty arc not 
reckoned .unorw the acl,.no"kal·•·cl L,,,,,k,, " '" 11cn.: thl'\" cn:r 1,:.1eed 111 thl' .\,k ufthc I men mt.· 
i.e. regart!nl as Scripture hy tho.: J L\\'>. Y, t .,gain, ,ti t1·1 c11;11nc1 :,trn;.: ,u,11111,11 ii) .ii' the l,,,ol, nl th 1 •I,I 
and i\c:w Testaments, he :lC!ds. 'and th<' h, ""' of \\"1 •dum. th.at• ,f :-;,.J.rn1 .. 11, .,nd .,1 :h, .. •tt, . ' 1;id1, 
and :,:c:nerally all divine wnting,.' It i, cvial,11t that hc \\i-~1l', lo l:nruhin, thc l''·'':11, 111 ti .. ,.uh 
Fathers \\'ilh th<.:ir direct teaching. 11,• 11 ill ,a(11!1c, 11uth111:.; "Inch lud c1·c11 llu ,iJ·I' .11.1'lh ,,1 
authority. and this ch.iractnbtic ,;f thl n1.111 ;,:in·s \\ct.,11\ t, hi, rq,catvd ,1,11, 111,111 th,t 1h1 J , .. l,., 
of the Old Testament ' were t111·t1t}·-,a.;1·e11, counted .is twenty t\\'O '. Th<' I l clircw t ,men was thilt 
which he, like .di the other c;,c,k l·,llhu,, 111sl.u! tn m.11k .1, ,k1i11itcl) ,1"lh,,,it.,ti", ti,, :h 11 
admitted to ,1 second pla~1; the t,,,,,).s "hkh h,ul liccn s.111,,tium.d in s,1111e nac:1s111e hr Chti-ti,,n 
u,age.• In the list given by Ln111ti11s 1/J,• ,\Ntis, iii ,and it! the .\/'.,It,"'"'"' of :'\1,ephuru:1 no 
mention is made of Sirach tlw11"h in the l,tltcr l\.1rnd1 1, 111cnt1·,ncrl .a,non,: the ,_.n .. 111o .. 1l 
books.'' Finally.John of lJ;un,1"1;: (d. ,:i'.\ in 111, /l·;,.r,. ,.,-//1,d. ii' 1; •pt·.,k, .. f \\°i•d•ll,1' .111al 
Sirach after tnume1.1tirw the Ii, ,k, ,,f :he.· l h·hrL ,,· t anvn 111 the 1,,,111,\111;: \\,ar . 11 t, 
flarU.,a,T<>1t~. rofrl1,ru• ;1 ~ 0 ,1?,1 rw· ~<J1\uµ<•>I'':'",; Ml; # ~' , 1 lt ~·j1 ~I,,,,.,, ;,,. ,·, ;;nri11" /Jtl' ru~ ~t,,ci\ t~ttlfrr. 
'E,3pa,'t1r-i. 'EAA111·c.aTI (j( 11111J.1j1•u·,rt1 .~ ,11trr11 µt,· ;,, .,. h' 'l111tlt!"\' Tut r.~t ~,.,u, 1i.1,\'

0 ,·,,:,t~tU µ.tJ' ,.,,. "''.'''­

(11'.A. .. oVK Q1u.t>µofrra, ui,i.,E t;;tu·ro t',, ':}I "' 1,,,r1:1,1 In lu~ /J, /111,1~,:. 1 la: "P"-',al ... s ,1f lb1ud1 .t:,. • d1\'ll\(! 

Scripture'. 

1 At the same time it is worth noting th'1l A1h.1nasius c'rarl}' <li,I not feet 1,·-srlt bound br the lfr'>r~w C~nnn, 
for he mcJu<lc~ Uanu..h .i.ni.l th..: l.ctt,•1 ul J"n1111.1li urnu0 tlu: ,.111,.mi1,;.1I :-.,t11 tun~ L;: t"'- lu,1 T t?t fuu 
1he Canon. 1 ~hgnr, /'air. <,r. xxx111, p. 1 S9,• , 

a Kuth 11> treated ,\S ., .;<~1r,u·.uc hiink ... md I tlil'r 1 .. 0111l!l·d ,1::t~,:t.:i.lmr ,du:1111,1.,. •• not Wl'Uliun.t • hut 1r., •Jl 

under Esdras among the historac.1! boo\c · 6 • • ... 
• /la~r. l. I. S ; /); }l;,<n.f, d p,,11.t., s~ 4, 2 ;. . • ~hgne, / air. Cr.n,. "" (. , . . 

Mit,:nc, /'ah."'· Iv 1. 5J31.-. \\t.::iill 111: I\.. .,r<l, lhi u-, 'u:rl.un!)' ;\ !"'ll)·rJ,rn t:.a11.1lo--;· l! ,,r { hr)SOS.t~m !=- tm~ IA-
Biblt in tit, Ckur€lt, p. 174). . . 

" 1.c. the• .ark' )n the !:iynagog:ue: the roll-:; ,,1 the C.LM.nuc;il s ... 11pturej read n\ the Srnagogue sen ice \,rrt ki-p1 
the~ ; «a.io>ro< = :i::i•r, (' chc,t '). 

• Tiu RiUr 1n·11,, Cfmnli. pp. 17if. ' Cp. Swctc, ~p. ,it., p. 207. 
•• Cp. Wcstcolt, f/1, ,·,m,,n qftltc Nr.v laf,1mmt (5th ed.), P· 546. 
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SIRACH 

\re turn next to the Western Church. The earliest evidence is that of Jrenaeus (d. 202) i 
:i.lthou~h h•· n"whcrc CJUntcs from Sim.ch,' he has in his Ad,•. llarrcs. iv. 26, v. 35, quotat ions 
fwm Baruch, which he cite, as' Jeremiah the prophet', and from the Additio11s to Daniel, which 
h.: cites a, • Daniel the prophd ', and also from \Visdom; 2 presumably, therefore, he would ha,·e 
rc~anlecl the book,; of the 1\pocrypha as canonical. Tertullian (d. Z!o), in quoting from our book 
(c. j.!. C,,11/rt1 G11,,s11,·. viii, De Exhort. Castil. ii, De !!ab. Jl!ul. iii), uses the same formula as that with 
which he intrrnlucrs the CJUOtati >ns from the books of the T lebrew Canon, ,·iz. sicul scrij)hm1 est. 
C,·prian (d. ~./ii, in hi, Trshmo111a (e.g. iii. 9."i, 9/SJ" and in his letters (e.g. Ep. !ix. 20),1 has many 
<J~otati,11is from Sirach, am!, like Tertullian, introduce, them with the formula sic11t scriptum 
1·st. or with the e\"en more definite words .'frripturri di.•ma ,l,cil. l\Iethodius 4 (c. 3n), who was 
bishop of Lyci.,, and afterwards of Tyre, quotes without reserve from Sirach, \ Visdom, and 
Jl.t1ud1. treatin~ them all as' Scripture'. 1 lilary of Poitier, Cd. 3li8) has a list of the books of the 
( lid 'J'es::uncnt in hi, l'r(I/. i11 li!1r Psalm.'· in which only the Epistle of Jeremiah among the books 
d the :\pncrypha is included, but at the end of this list he adds the words: 'Quibusdam autcm 
\'l ,um est additis Tobia ct Judith xxiv libros sccundum numcrnm Graecorum literarum connume­
r:m·' : 11c\·crthdc,s. he cites Ecclesiasticus and \Visdom n, 'prl,phets ', an expression which seems 
to im!'IY his belief in their canonicity. Philastrius of Brescia (d. 39i) gives an account of the 
S,, iplltres in his JJ, 1/m·l't'.<. Ix. lxi, in which he sars that only the canonical books. meaning 
thcn:by the books of the Hebrew Canon, should be read in church; in the same work (lxxxviii) he 
~.,ys th,,t the 'b,,ok of the Wisdom of Sirach' is used br a heretical M'Ct, but he CJUOtes \Visdom 
a, the 1rnrk of a 'prophet'. Rufinus (c • • po), in his C.,mm. 111 .'>·1·111bt1l. A/ltJStol., ~~ 36-38, gives 
a Ii,; nf the ( lid Testamcnl Scriptures compri.,c<l in the J lcbrcw Canon as tho~c wltich 'the Fathers 
inchakd in the Canon' <* 3i): he then continue,, in the next section: ').;t:vcrthcless, it should be 
known that there arc also other books which by men of old were called not "canonical" but 
·' c·,clc,iastic,il ", namcl)•, \\'isdom, which is Gilled Solomon's, and the other\\ isdom. that of the son 
of Si1.tch'; he als,> includes other books in this catcgory.r. The important evidence of Jerome 
(d -1~c) requires a little more clctailcd consiuern.tion. I le was the lir,t to make any thoroughgoing 
and successful attempt to differentiate bd ween the canonical books of the I kbrcw Bible and the 
h , .. ks .,f the .\pucrypha in the Christian Church; his intcrcour~c with Rabbis and his knowledge 
c,f the Bible in I lebn.:w were the means of c.:quippin~ him in a special war for his biblical studies. 
Jc.;rmne was, moreover, the first to use the term 'Apocrypha', in its present technical sense, in. 
rc:krcncc tu the unc,1nuni~.1I books. I 11 the I'r11!,1;11s C,"a/,·a/11s (lllL ' I lcl111ed l'rologuc ', \\ ith which 
he prefaces his tra11,l..1tion of the books of Samuel and Kings), after enumerating the books of the 
JJcbrcw Canon, he says that every other book (referring, of course, to the J\lcxandrinc Canon) is 
to b,· n:ckoncd among the Apocrrpha (' CJUidquid extra hos est, inter Apocrypha csse ponendum '); 
an,l he goes on: 'Therefore Wisdom, commonly entitled (The \\'isdom) of Solomon, and the book 
of Jesus the son of Sirach, and Judith, and Tobit. and thc.; Shepherd arc not in the Canon.' To the 
sc1111e effect arc his won.Ls in the preface to his Commentary OJl the Salamonie books: 'Porro in co 
libro qui a plcri,quc Sa/11C11/a Sa/0111,1//is inscribitur, ct in Ecclesiastico, quam esse Icsu filii Sirach 
nullus i;_:11<>rat, c.tl,tnH> tcmpcravi, tanlummodo canonica.s Scripturas vobis emench1rc dcsiderans ct stu­
dium mc.:um c1:rti, magi, quam dubiis commcndarc'; and, a_,:aill. in the same preface he says: 'Sicut 
t:ri;o Judith t:t Tobi ct .\lacchabacorum libros quidcm legit Lcclesia, scd inter canonicas Scripturas 
nvn rccipit, sic ct hacc duo volumina (i. c. Sirach and \\'isdom) lcgat ad acdificationcm plcbis, 
n-m ad a,tctoritatcm ccclcsiasticurum clo,::mat1,1m confirmandam.' Hut in spite of what Jerome says 
hc.:rc, he nut in freq ucntly quotes from the boob of the Apocrypha \\ith the same introductory 
formula \\'hich he uses when quoting from the book~ of the J lcbrew Canon; thus in his Com111cnta1y 
on lsai.,h (ii. 31 he prefaces quotations from Sirach and Wisdom witlt 'sicut scriptum est '.7 

L>11r next authority is .\u~u,tine (d. 4.PJ, whose authority over the Western Chu1ch was almost 
a, g1l,tt as th,tt of Jerome. The following. from his De Doclr. C/iristia11a, ii. 8, will show that he 
rl~,mkd the hook, of the Apocrypha generally as more authoritati\·c than Jerome did. After 
l:numc1ating the OCd Tc~tamcnt books in the order-Pentateuch, Joshua, Judge,, Ruth, J 4 Kings, 

. 
1 Thi, bilrncc does not of itself necessarily mean that lrcnacus did not regard Sirach as Scripture; it is worth 

noun,: that 20.nc hooks of the Hebrew Canon are ne"cr quoted or even alluded to in the ~cw Test.~mcnt, 1·i:. Esther, 
Cant,clcs, Ecclesiastes. 

• tic also menuons this book in a work of his which is now lost; sec Eusebius, JI.£. v. 26. 1 J-lartel'a edition. 
. ' :-,;.,t h, !"' cunh:undcd with the \lcthod1us who, ,n conJunction with his brother Cyril, translated the Greek lliblc 
inti> Shvonic 111 the ninth century, and preached the faith to the Slavs. 

6 \hgnc, P,,r,. L,,,. i. :41. • Ed. Migne, pp. 373 fl'. 
' It 1> "oith noting that the books of Tobit nnd Judith were translated by Jerome from the Aramaic and incorpo· 

rated in tlw\'ul,:.,tc, hut\\ 1sdom, !>iracl,, the two books of the \laccabees, and lbruch as found in the Vulgate arc not 
the work of Jerome, but ,uc all ante-l!ieron)•mian (cp. Swcte, <>j. di., p. 103). 
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1,: Chronicle,;, he i::ocs on: ' I lace c,t hbtoria quac :.ibimct 111111cx.1 te1111w1ra u,ntinct a1,111c onlincm 
rerum: sunt :iliac t.rnqu;un ex divcrsn Ol'dinc q11:1,: nc,,1u1: h11ic t!r<lini 111,.1uc irllcr ~ ct>rlnettuntur, 
sicul est Job ct Tobias ct Esther ct Judith ct !\l.l, h:1b.,eorum lil,ri duo 1·t E .. dn1c duo,•1111 m11i:i:.• iul,­
i;c,.1ui \'i<lcntur ordinatam ill am his to, i;un u" l''' · , td lfr;:11<1111111 n:I l'aralipomcuon tnmlnl\t,un 
tlcindc l'rophctac in q uilrns l>avicl unu~ lil,cr l',,d111onu11, cl ::;.do111qni• Ire:;, l'ro,·crhi<1r11111, <:1in11.:,1 

C,tnl icorum. ct Ecclt=,iastc~. ::-.:.,m illi duo libri 11111h <1ni S.q,icnti., n .dnr, •1ni Ecdc;;i.,,ticus 
in,uibitur de quaclam similitudinc Salon1011i, L"'>C dirnntur, n~un le us Sil'.,ch 1)0:. ,,,11,, 1ip•i c 
con.,1:u1tissimc pcrhil:>ctur qui ta men quoniam in auctor it.ttcm rccipi mcrucrnnt inter pr1,plwtic.,, 
numcrandi sunt.' Tliou;::h ht: thus srwaks with s11111c ,c:,en·c ,~;,c<.tin,.: \\'1sdo111 :,n<I S111ich 
he rci;ards them as canonical, for at the end ,)r his r11t1111er:1ti,m of the I, ,oks of the I tld 1111,I ~cw 
Tt:,tamcnts he sars: ' I n his omnihus lilnis tinll'ntcs llcum l'l p1tct:,tc rn:msucti •tu,ltrunt \'Ol11111.1t,:111 
])ci.' In the Sfr,11/um 1 ,\u;:uslim: de,ds in tlw same war ,, ith Sirarlr .,, 1\ith the ,;,rnonical 
b ()Oks. John Cas,ian (,. ~-;o) ~ites Sirad1 ii. 1 a, Sniptme 111 his /Ir /11.t. (~1,;11 1v . .l~-~ lnnU<.-cnt JI, 
in a Ji~\ of the Scriptur.11 i)o ,k, in his /:°I', ,1./ /;' r<uf,1111m, ,.. ck•>ns li\·t I, .,1,, .. f St,J.,111011 (i.e. he 
incllldcs Sirach .mcl \Visd11111); the p.rc1,,l,1. r:d11,1,111 li,t • 11 ichu1< ... Sir.teh .md \\'i dom, as 
well as Tobit, Judith, and 1, ! l\1al'cabc<'s, ,1111<,n·: the c·,111011k1d bo,,l, .. \nd, l;i,tlr, C"1ss1(1dor11, 

(cl. ,;;c), in his cnumcratit>n of the honks of the lli',le I /)t, 111 . .t. / 11:·. /,t/. 1-4 I~ .i! ... J tnclmlc~ S11.,ch 
and \ \'isclom amon~ the hn,·,k, nf S,110111011, ,111el tla·rdorc I l'; in.ls them as t mvnic.1 , s,1 :,I.,., Tuu:t 
Judi th, 1 , z Esdras,,, 2 l\laccabecs. 

It is unncce,.,ary lo give further C'\'ickncc. for from thi time onw:ucl, all the books <;;f the 
Apoc1 )'ph., arc 11s,1.1lly found in th.: I )Id Tc~t.1111tnt u11,l1,t111;.;111shcd r,,,1;1 tl,-. tl ,c·, L,or,k-.. ~" th.n 
tht evidence of the c•:ulr Chur(h, tak,·11 as a \\'hol • is in th, din·cti, ,11 .. r !,).,ka1;.: f.,,·1111r d,tr 11p\)11 
Sirnch as bcini;, at thc vcry kast, a i)onk which was both l'difyini a11,I instructive; never­
t heless, it is regarded as kss authorit.1tive th:m the books of thl' I IC'b, <'W Can,m. 

§ 9. Tm; TIIEOJ.nt,Y OF Till )lno;;. 

i. Th Dcclri11,· / Cod. llcn-Sirn's conception and tc.1.chinr. of the Almightr L ve1y Cull; not 
only his orthodox belief, but ~till more his religious mind \\ hidt so often cxpressC", itseli in his 
b .. uk. impelled him i11 the most 1utur;il \\'l)' to rdc·r ,err fru 111cnt,r t • the IJl\ms I', r ,)n., rtr, 
His attributes, and His rchlionship t,, mc•1. First and forem'l;l come.~, of cour~t: hi, kaching 
conctrning the Cnil)· 11f C,od, c.:,, xiii. 21 : 

Frvlll t", :rlnsli11J, H, is ll1r S11t11,·; 

and again in xxxvi. 5 (e:i xxxiii. j): 

Timi tltty may l:mr.,•, as r,·r als, /;11,,;t•, 
Thal tlurr i, 11,•11c ,,tlt.-r Gvd /1111 Tiu,·. 

In the lon~ section xliii. 1 2r> llt:11-Sir,1 dc,crib,·, the dl\·int· ,Ill , ll)' 111 X;1t,uc .. u11I he conclude, 
( ,,. ~i) with the words: 

Tit,· ro11d11sio11 ,if tlu· mat t.r is: lie is all.• 

The Greek (Tur.a,, irrn,· u•n:,·) mi'..!ht be th .. ught top .int t,, :t pall\l . .:i.,tic trni!cn(r, l111t the contt·,t 
makes it clear that all that lkn-Si1a \\·i,hcs tu ,how is tint 1;.>d ,,.. tn be .!ix ,vi:red in all l lrs \\<Jfks; 
thc very cldinitc personality whid, he alway, imputes 1,l 1; ,d .1:np:\· p1,1\'t:• ih.,t he was entirely 
free from .ill p.mthcistic tcmlcndcs. This 1<achi11~ .,f (,nd .1, lh·· .\Jl-(,.id le 1d, 011 natur.,lly tu 
that of God as the Cro1tvr 11/ 1ZII, here Ben-Sira get, hi, nuin 111,pi1,1ti<,,111 fr •Ill the l'$,da1' . ..cc the 
fine passa~c xiii. 15 xliii. 33, and cp. also ,xxix._1'• :111~1 xii, . :1. _ln.thi.s l.1>1 pa,s,i,;c: i: i, ~.,id th.tl 
all c reated things arc the pro..Jucis uf th·c d1,·111c ,, 1,dom. this ,, t11rtl·,t:r .. mph.1>11ed l,y the 
description of the all-1.:,ur..<'!cdi;, of God in xiii. 1 S :,;. sec cspcci.11ly ,·;·. 18, HJ: 

J.or jaltn·/1 f,1ssrrset/1 11/I /..·110.,•/rdgt',1 

A11d sath ~.-!tat comet It 1111!.J et,·n,it_, .1 

J fr ded,tr<"tlt ;<'Ital ts p11st am! ;,·h 1/ is J:1!11r,•, 
• Ind ,·,·,·mkth tl:c pnj'v1111./cst secrets, 

The t / ··r11it;• of God a !so frequently finds expression, c. g. X\'iii. 1 ff.: 

He t/1at /i,d/1 f,r <:'a' o-ca!t'd all tl1iugs togctlur 

' Chap. x"1ii (ed.. \\'ciluich). In thcjuu.t,•· /1 .. :1/um almMt u·cry duptcr ~r -,;:·•ch 1• quoted lrom. 
1 

. 

• Ed. Petschenig. • Swcte, ,,p. al., p. :11. . lb,d. . . lb1d. 
• Cp. also :uxvi. 1: ' Sn~e us, O God 11f all.' ' These two lrnc,s ,uc ·vant,ng 1n the Hebrew. 
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and xxxvi. 17 (e:i 2.z): 

S IRACH 

. Tltat a// the mds ,,j tlir rartl1111ay ilJ(r.v 
Timi 111011 art lht t!lcrm1l God. 

Belonging to this cycle of conceptions is :il,o the //"/inl'ss of God; this is taught, e.g. in xxiii. 9: 

Arcus/0111 lll't l/1;• 111011 l/1 to mi oal/1, 
,\'{Ir make a /in/Jit of /lie 1111111i11g of tlu· /fol; 011r. 

Sec further ii·. 14, xliii. 10, xh ii. 8, xlviii. 20. 

Annth,1 ,i,!c tn Bcn-.Si,a's doclri11e of God is lh:it in which he deals with the relationship of 
Goel tow;inls Jsrael on the one hand, and low,irds the Gentiles on the other. The more usual J ewish 
vie\\ that God i, the God of Israel only is taught. e.g. in xvii. Ji· 

l•,,r ,-i·r1;• 11ntio11 fir appoinft·d a ruler,1 
But /.,rad ts /lit Lt:>n{s porlto11; ' 

and the f.1ct th.it the \\'i,dom of God helon1.,s to Israel in a pre-eminent degree shows them to be 
in a special sense I l is people; sec the whole passage xxiv. 8 IT., especially v. 12 · 

.tl 11d I [i.e Wisdom l t,'l(J/. rl'ol a111011g au lio11011rcd peoplt-,1 

/11 //if /Jl'rli1111 ,>j tlie Lord (and) of I /is llllicrilrwcr 1 

?lforcm-cr, the whok ~ecLiun on till. praise uf hracl\ huoc~ of old (xliv :..lix) rcvcah the belief that 
l >1ad is" particula.rlr favoured n:ilion in the ~,ght of God. On the other hand, lkn-Sira is not 
wholly pa, tirnl.1ristic; he realitcs that God is the God of all the world, and therefore he sometimes 
strikes a universalistic note, e.g. in xviii. 13, 14: 

7/rr 1n,.,-q l'j 111a11 is (r.r<1cisrd upon) Iris m,'11 J.:iN, 
Nut t/1, mnq of God is (cxloult'li) lo nil jlulr, 

Rcpnr.·in,t;, and dtastrning, mul lcachi11g, 
ANd bri11gi11.[{ //rem /Jae/.- as a slreplunl liisjl<1d. 

JI,· /1at/1 1110-CJ' 011 tlrou tl1at ace«jJI (lli.s) rim.riming. 
A 11tl that d1/ij;mt!)' ml nfta I/is 1iulgo11c11/s.• 

The attributcs of merer and furgi1Tncss here portraretl find very frequent utterance, and of course 
the same is true of tht· convcrs<c; God's wrath strikes the wicked whether they be Jews or Gentiles. 
T he doctrine of thc di, inc l·,1tl10-/1wd also finds expression in our book. As Toy sars, referring 
tc> the older view: 'ThL old lsraclitish idea of the divine love was, so far as we can gather from the 
litcralllll, ,1 purcl)· national 1111e. J.1l11·eh w;,s the father (llos. xi. I) or the husband ()er. ii. f, iii. 4; 
Isa. !:\ii ;;I of lsrad. In the later ps.ilms more individual relation is expressed; Jahveh is said to 
pity them th1t fear I Tim as a fathcr pitit's his children (Ps. ciii. lj), Gradually the paternal relation 
as cxpn·ssing most completely the combination of guidance and tenderness came lo be employed 
as thL representati1·e of God',; relation to man',·' and hc quotes several passag:c, from the 1\po­
c:rypha amon~ them xxiii I of our book· 

0 Lord, l•allur, and C,,d of 111;• lijt,1 

which cc, tainlr witnesses to a real belief in I he Fatherhood of God in regard to the inuividual. 
ii. Tiu- Lar,•. • About half the passages in which the Law is mentioned in this book arc 

\\'anting in thL 11 ebrcw ; in those ,1 hich arc extant in Hebrew the usual 11ord rendered l'oµo~ in 
Cre<:k i, ;,"Im, hut in ix. 15 the I lebrew is certainly corrupt,1 in xliv. 10 the word is m:.o (·' com­
rnandmrnl '\ and in xiv. 17 il is tio~·o (" jutl!,!emcnt ''). \\"ith three exceptions (ii. 161 xv. 1 , xlix. 
'I) ... ;,...,,. is u,cd withom the article. In the l'rologuc it is used with the anicle three times, but in 
each case it is in n:fcrencc to the threefold division of the Canon (o ,•uµot, Kai al rrpo</nrrlio.,, Kal >.o,rra 
rwl' ,1<,1Ai<or1. c ln the olhn hand, the concluding- words in the Prologue are: .. . ,u ,·,iµ':' 11,wnv,u-. 
In xxx, i. \I.\ x:sxiii.1 .l the article is almost necessary grammatically.'• Ben-Sira gi1·es great 
rromim·nce to th~ I.aw both in its ethical and ritual aspect~, <liffering in this markedly from 
l'mvcrb,, lo "hich he is in other respects so much indebted ; and the stress \\hich he lays on the 
impC1rtancc <1f the l.aw, and leg:11 observance, generally, marks his book out as perhaps the most 
striking link we han: between the older and the newer Judaism, that is to say, the Judaism of post-

1 Wanting in HcbrC\\, • The whole passage is wanting in Hebrew. ' Judaism and Chri.rlianity, p. 83. 
• l:!ut we should probably read "rnmJ. 1 Oesterley, Ec,tuiasfiros (Cambndge liiblc), p. liii. 
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exilic times and Ra bbinical Judaism. Hut he .J~~~ t he word L aw· in a wide !!\Cnsc: :..ntl herein, tno, 
we arc a ble to recoi;:n izc the ""Yin which the l<'achinf: of thi, l><lok le.ids over in ll() m:llly ,cspr.tt~ 
to the la ter R abbinism. for who1t Schechkr ,urs rq:arding the me;mini of the t, rm · La" in 
Rabbinic lite rature ;1pplics :ils,, to it~ me,Lnin:,: in ~ir.,d1, · 'I he tt:rm l..m m ,\',.,,"'s i, n .. 1 
a co rrect rendering or the I lcbrew w,1rd •· 1'01.1h ", The lq;,tlistic clement. which m1i,:ht n;:h1lr be 
called the L a w, represents only one side of the Tor.,h. To the Jc\\ the \\'<,rd Torah 111c:,n~ 11 tc11thi11,. 
or inst ruction of a ny k ind. It mar be eithl'r ., general principle or a spn:ilic: injunction, \\hl'thcr It 

be found in th<: l'entalcuch or in t he oth,·r p,1rts 111 the Scriptures, "r ncn ,111tsidc the Cnncm. Tlw 
j uxtaposit ion in which '1 orah :ind :'llitzv,,th, "t,·;11J1i11;:" 1111.J "cc,111111.intlmcnts '', ,trt: 111 l.,c l11und in 
the Rabbin ic literature impli<·s already that the fmmcr means .or11, th111~ more th,rn mcrclr th<r 
I.aw .. . . ·1 o 11,c t he moc.krn pl11a,euln;:y, tn the I{ 1hh11llL Jc\\' Tr,r;,lt \\~I~ hoth an 111~t1tut11)1t :111rl 
a f.1ith.' 1 T orah i,, thcr..Cure. t,, be: undc,<tv,,t! in l><,th ,111 cxtc111k'<l .111<1 in :i ,c.,trictc."<I li<;ll<t' 

accorrling to the general purport of the pa•~ai:t' in ,, hich the term occurs. 
\Ve Illa} note, th<·n, tir-t .,f ,di the ~· 11,, .d e111ph.1si, "l11d1 lk11,",1r,1 brs on the ()l,~n11nce of 

the J.:iw as heing the prime duty o1f the people to,, hum J:ihvt:h h;is i;n·,·11 the l..1\\ : he ,11r~. for 
example. in ix. 15 · 

lrit/1 I/It" i11tr//igmf /ft ti,)' (OJJllllllllillf bt', 
And 11/1 tlty (U/11:nsc i11 t/,,. !.,,:,• (lf tl1t .lfost 1/ig!,. 

H e teaches that there can be no honour for thn~c who do not ob<crvc the I.aw: 

I d,·spll'abk ran· i.r f/,at ,.:l,ir/1 t,·,msg,usa!, tl,c (911mm11d111, ul (x. 19). 

T he t!utr of seeking the L.,w. uf belie, in.; ,t .. 11,d nf 111e<l1t.iti11,.: upu11 it, 1,1cLq1ts 1> rzh,~t,d • n i11 
xxxii. 15 .;q: 

lk tltal s<"detl, out the f.a:i! slt11/I 1:ai11 her, 
//Ji/ tit,· kip,•rr1t,· slt,1/J /,, snared t/10 e/,)·, • 

/11 111/ tlty ,,•crl.:s 1;m11·d 1/t_rs,lf, 
!-or lte tltat so ti,. tit I. ffft·tlt 1/1,· eo111111,md11unt. 

II,· tltal ,,t,ser·, th tit,· la,,•.,; 11111 ,I, th /11 ms, lj, 
,/11d lit' t/1,11 trmtdlt rn }11/1:rlt slta/1 I/Of tr b1/l11([!1t fJ sliamr; 

and SC'C also xxxix. 1 ff. llcn-Sira tngcs mt:n nnt lo be ;isham<:d of the Law (xi i. i), and recalls 
how the nat ion's gre.it hcroc, in th,· l"'~l "l"cr\·nl ll ,11111 w~r,· <rnl ,;htu1 .. l l,~· 1 , 1111, •.111,..hl It t" 
others (sec xliv. 20, xh• . .:i, 17, xlvi. q). The obserrnnce uf the commandments of the I.aw is the 
one thin~ to bL thought of at the approlch cf de.1th (.xxv1i1. 6). 

Since the L aw \\as gin·n hr< ;.,d it i•, lik1.. I lun ctun . .1, .111d thi, IHin;:, 11,; l• ;, hll i- pc1h,11-. 
the 11111st interest in;: part'11f lkn-Sir.,·, il»<'l1i1w, .. nccrning till' I .. 1,1, 11a111l·ly, h,, ,,.tu t !:C,tl1 11 c I t 
with \ \'i,dom; for this impl11:s the 111,-o;i,tulLt' ,,t th,· l..11,, ,1., "'II ,i, 11- di\ 111.- 1h,11:illrr (•('1· 

fu1ther the section on \\'i,d111nJ. 'I h" conu:pti .. n ,,j the L.,w ,d11d1 .. 1, i.,r a, ,, J.:nnui i, :, 11,i.J 
here f.,r the fir,t t ime: in Jc11'i,h literatme. bn.1ml btn »n. with urw c·x,l'pti,,n \tl, till' d, ... tr.nc •JI 
t h1: unity nr Gvtlj, th~ mo~l impur(;int do;,:111.l .. 1 R.,t,l~ini.:.tl Jud., ''.n.• .. 1111. tlw l'.I) ~II 11hid1 the 
identification of \Visdom \\ith the Law i, taken lor Rf,1ntrd 111 S1rach mah, it dear th:it 
Be n-Sira wa, not cxprc,slllg' ., new truth, but om· 1d1id1 h.ul ,l rc.,d)' rcntll I ;.:~111.:1,11 .,cceptan~c 
H e says, for example, in xv. 1 : 

F ,, Ir, tft.1, f ·m·etlt tit,· !,or.! do,:tlt tit rs 

[i.e. seeks W isdom, which 1s the .ubject of the preceding \'er,,.,] 

.·I 11d !,, //,,1/ 1,1/.:eth lnJ.I ,f tlte Lii,v Jiud,·//, !tcr [i. c \\'isdom] 

A gain. the L aw and \\'isdom arc used synonymouslr in xx xiv. l(; xxxi.) 8 

So also in x xi. 1 1 : 

ll'itl1c•11/ ,/a,.,r s/Jall t/J,· I a:,• be fuljilled, 
Ami 1/'isdom ,s tof,cl III a 111011//1 rl,M is fi11tlif11!. 

/le t!tal kerf<tl, ti:,· L 11.<• c,,11trd!,·1/1 /,is 1113/11ral lmdmey,3 

And 1/1,· jt'11r of t!te /,cnf is tlte (,>11s11111111,1ti,m of ll'wfom. 

1 Somr Asftrfs ,,J Rafbmi. T/r,Q/~~)·, p. tr 7 f. 
• ~ e the "u1hors' book Tiu Rd,g,on ,111.f JVo rl11f> t>f tlu Sp1,,gt>gr,• (2nd ed.), pp. 161-177. 
' See the note on this in the c11mmcntal)·, 
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This identification is further implied by 'the fear o f the Lord ' being both the true o bservance of 
the L aw as well as the 'bq:~innin~· of Wisdom; both thour:hts occur a number of times in the book. 
Hut the most direct assertion of the identity of the two is found in xxiv. 2.1, where it is said: 

/I I/ thrsc t/1111t;s (i. c. things concerning \\'isdom which arc mentioned in the p receding verses] art 
tlu bo~k f>f tht c<r.•ma11I of Cod 11/osl liigli, 

Thr Law wliid1 11/o.rts com111a11dtd (as) an heritage for the assemblies of Jacob. 

The same is t:iught in xix. 20: 

All ;,•isdom 1s the fi'ar of tltt lord, 
And all ~,•1sdo111 is tltc f11/filli11g of the Law. 

lkn-:-.1ra taui::ht. as we have seen, that the Law was ctemal, a doctrine which is further illus­
trated hr tht war in 11 hich he identifies the Law with Wisdom, which is also eternal (see next 
section): the spl·cial point of interest in this connexion is that the doctrine of the existence of the 
1..rn before the Creation-a thoroug-hly Rabbinical doctrine-is seen to have been taught long 
hdure Christa;,n times. As an example of the Rabbinical teaching reference may be made to the 
i\l itl1.1,h J:,ro/Jit/J Ra/ilia viii, where it is said that the Torah is two thousand years older than the 
<. rc,ttiun: and in the first chapter (in the comment on Gen. i. 1) of the same l\lidrash it is said: 
• S,x things preceded the crt·,llion of the ll'orld; among them wc:re such as were themselves truly 
crcatt·d, .111cl such as were decided upon before the Creation: the Torah and the tluone of glory 
""ere trulr creclted.' 

.\nother important point concerning the Law is Ben-~iras tcachin;.: on the spirit in which legal 
onlinances ~houlJ be observed. 'Jt might seem doubtful·, says Tor,' whether the introduction or 
the fini$hed Law was an unmixed good from t he ethical point of view. The code was largely 
ritu;ilistk · it fixed men's minds on ceremonial details which it in some ca,e, put into the :.ame 
catq,:orr :rnd on the same level with moral duties. \Vould there not hence result a dimming of the 
moral se11.se and a confusion of moral di~tinctions? The ethical attitude of a man who could regard 
a failure in the routine of sacrifice as not Jes~ blameworthy than an act of theft cannot be called 
a lofty one. If such had been the general effect of the ritual law we should have to pronounce it 
an enl. But in point of fact the result wa, diffl!r<:nt. \\'hat may bt: called the natur.11 debasing 
tendcncr of a ritual was counteracted by other influences, by the ethical clements of the Law itself, 
and b~· the general moral pro,:-re,s of the community. The great legal schools which grell' up in the 
second century, if we mar judge by lht' ~ayings of the teachers which have come down lo us, did 
not fail t1, discriminate between the outward and the inward, the ceremonial and the moral; and the 
conception of sin corre~pondcd lo the: idea of the ethical ~tandard.' 1 !\ow the teaching of Bcn-Sira 
on the spirit in "'hich the sacrifices prescribed in the La11 arc to be obsen·ed is a striking illustration 
of what i~ here so truly said: in xx xiv. 1 8, 19 (6 xxxi. zr 23) he urges: 

Tit,· sacrifia of I/Jr 1111rigl1teo11s 111m1 i.< a mocking o.lfcri11g, 
And tmacaptab!t• arc lite oblations of th,· godless. 

Tl,e ,lf<>st lfig/1 /14//1 110 p/.rqs11rr 111 flu oj{{rings of the 1111godl;, 
Nrit/J.-r dot/, Ile fi,rgh•t si11s ftJr a 11111/titlfdc of sacrificu. 

l\n<l again, a fc\\' verses later on, he says : 

lie w/10 waslirt/i aftrr (coll/act ,,•itlt) a dead bod;• a11d toucl,eth it again, 
IV/iat /1at/1 ltc gaim·d by /tis bathillg ! 

So a man fasting for /tis sins 
Alld again doing the samr­

ll'/10 will //stm lo hts J>rr7tr '! 
Aud ,c!tat /1at/1 ht gained by Ins lt11111i/iatio11 !' 

Such \\'Ords offer a 11 eloquent proof of Hen-Sira's spiritual conception concerning the obsen·ancc of 
the Law. 

iii. Tlie Tear/1i11g 011 1 Visdom. 

The divine character of Wisdom is graphically brought out in xxiv. 3-5: 

I came fortl,from th,· mottth of tl1c J'l/ost High (cp. i. 1), 
. lud as a mist I c<r.·trtd tlte rart/1 ,-

' J11daiJm and Cl,rislimtity, p. 186. 
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/11 ti,,· llig/1 pine s di,t I Ji r m, abodt, 
,t,,d 111;• t/11()/lf was i11 1/.<, p1/lnr of doud. 

Alo11t I compnsud 1/11 r11n1il of ltttlllftt, 
A"'/ i11 lite drpt/1 o/ //,, n/,yss I n•a/J:t,I. 

That \Vis<lom took hc·r part in tht. c1cat11,n uf thc· world , .. mes out clc.irlr in the t1\11 (, llr;w;n;: 
passages: 

Rifun t/1,·111 all [i.e. the heavens anu the t·arth] :,·as /l'm/,,111 cr,·t1t,·d (i. ~,: 

from the words which follow a little lat1·r on Hcn-Sira cvi1kntl}' conceived c,f \\'isllnm lia, in" he, n 
created in preparation for the work o( Creation which \\a~ to come, for It,• c"ntinues in n:r,c 9: 

flt lli111srlf, I'm/rd lttr, a11d str.ll, and 1111111btrtd /1rr: 
.Ind pu111al lttr ,ml 11/"11 all IIIS worl:s • •. 1 

The existence of \Visdom lx·fme the ucati.,11 ,if the wnrld 1, ., ... ,in, and mwc <lcfinitelr, statt•I i11 
xxiv. 9a: " 

ii,· amlt'd 111, from tltr b,-gin11i1{t;', brfi1r,• tl,r ~,.,,,1,/, 
This vi,•id personification of \\'isdom is b,i-ul 011 l'ronrl,s, 1d1crc the s.unc thnught 1ind, cxpressi, n 
in viii. 22, 23 : 

Tke l.ord possrss, ,l 111,· i,t ti,,· h:r:in11i11g ,,j Iii, .my, 
Rt/ore I/is ~,•,,,ls of ,/,/ 

I was St'I up from fl, da:;f111g-,/rM11 tli,· trgi1111i11g, 
Or , ••n the mrlh ,ms. (S1:c the whole pas.,,age, Prov viii. l l-Jr. J 

The intimate rel;1tio nship bctwnn \Vi,clom and the .\!mighty n"tur . .tlr irn, ,l\'e, the etc, nit)· ,,{ 
W isdom, a truth set forth in the opening words of our book· 

All II tsd,m1 tu111t1/1 f,,;111 tke l,,rd, 
Jud ts wit It 1/im /or r. e,·, 

The same is implied in xxiv. 9 b: 
//,. memorial of mr sltnll ,,, .. tr u 15<'. 0 

The personification of \\' isdom is illustrated in ,111uthcr 11,1y "hen it i, said th.1t she t.ih, up her 
abode among men, a nd im ites them to come :ind dwell with her: 

11 ·;1h f11itltful mm is sit,·, and sh,· hat/1 ban rst11blisl,,·,I from rlo 11 )' 

• I 11d wit/1 t/1ti1 s.-rd s/,a// sit,· a>nliu:,.- ( i. 15>. 
CtJ111.: 111110 me. y, tltul de.tie ,,,,., 

rind t,,. ;1·Jilla/ ,,•it/1 m;· p,wl11cc; 
J·o,· my 11u111,>ria/ is :,,.-et'kr titan ko11q, 

,·Ind flu· />.Jss.ssi,111 ,,J m,· th,m tltt /l()1uy-r1m1b (xxiv. 1y, io). 
It is characteristic of Bcn-:-,ira's ,1llitudc in dc,11 in;.: tu ,h,,w the· ,up<1i,,ritr oi thc• "i,d,,111 ,,( f,r.1d 
over that o f the Creeks that he shun Id 1q1rt·-t·nt \\'i,dom ,ls h,1 v1ng , .. u.~lll .t rc,t111g·j'l;icc .1111<,n;.: 
the nations of the wo1ld, l>ut that lsi.,el .don.: \1.is " '"rthy oi' her, and th.,t :unon.., tra:111. there: r,. 
God bids her abide; • he says in xxi\'. ;, X f., 1 .z 

H',1/, nil these [1 e ~"cry peo1•lc :ind nation] / so,~f{ltt ,1 ,nti11g-fl<1c,-, 
A ,u/ (said). I 11 ,du,se 111k.-rit,111ce sftt1/I I lodi:e t 

lttell ti,,· Crral<Jr ,fall th111g ,, ga,·t: 111<' w1111n1111d111,·11/, 
I 11d I!,· rlmt , H,l t,·d nu ji ud 1/1)' ,I;, ·,·!In(,; f, au (/fir mr); 

/ I 11t! II,· Stitt! L,t 1/~1· ,i.,-d/111.i;"-Pl,1«· bt Ill }<1 h, 
./11,/ in /s1,1d 1111.-,• up tlttll, tltltrrit,111,, 

A ml I tvuk t ool wttm;, 1111 ltom·111 nl t•· '/", 
/ 11 ti,, fm"lw11 ,,j Ike lord (<111d) of firs i11hrrit,111«·. 

1 Cp. Ps. civ. 24. O 1..,,,-,t, ,,.,., • .,,,1111/tJ!d ,tr< Thy ,,,~rlcs ' 
/11 w1 sdom lt.ut ·1'1tou llld,le tJum ull. 

Prov. iii. 19: Tiu !.,•rd hy 1111.lom foundt,l l)u ,·,irt/r; 
J:y 11114/c•rsl,111./,,1,K If, ~~/11'1/tslurl 1hr /u .. 1:•tnr. 

• So 1he Syriac; the Greek and L:uin rco1d, · Unto c1crm1y I shall 0011.111.' 
• So 1hc Syriac; 1be Greek text is probably conupt, . . . 

1 • Cp. wtth this the S-OIIH:what ~:11111.tr t:,t"'C: .,t tl1c 1.. .. \\\. \\ Inch. ,l t 1•tt.lin.: to the 1.,ter tcaclun~ or •he R~b)h. ";u 
originally 1ntcndtd by (,od to be a ren:bw,n o( ll1m~l'l1 .:111tl 11f Jib ,,111 ~l' .&11 n.,tu,,n:,, but th .. t la>r.t.l'I \\.,.:> chl"ul I) 
nation 1hat acceplcd it (sec Oeslcrley and Bo,, op. cit., P· 164). 
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The thought of Wisdom dwelling among men is already taught in Proverbs (e.g. viii. 3r, 34 ff.), but 
llcn-Sira elaborates it, and in such a passage as that just quoted treats it with great poetical beauty. 

F urther, it is char:1ctcristic. not only of the \\"isdom of Ben•Sira, but also of the \Visdom­
L iterature generall}•, that the term \Visdom is never used in the sense of pure knowledge; in its 
csscncL it connoted originally the faculty of distinguishing betwcen what is good and what is bad, 
or, perhaps more accurately (in so far as earlier limes arc concerned), between what is advantageous 
and what is harmful. But in anr case, regarding the nature of Wisdom, it is true to say that in the 
Jewish conception it had primarily a rcligi,ms content from the beginning; that is to say, that it 
was in its origin esscntiallr a di"inc att ribute, the possession of which made man in some measure 
like God. In comp:1rativcly rnrly times it must ha\'C come to this, that to be able to differentiate 
between good and e~·il, i e. the exercise of the moral consciousness, enabled _man lO stand in a closer 
rclalionship to God than the mere external observance. however assiduously carried out, of 
a ceremonial law; this, at any rate. would h:wc been the essence of the teaching of the prophets. 
l t is m following- such tcachi11g that Bcn-Sira inculcates the tl'uth that the way to lead a wise life 
is to li1·c according to the divine commandment~; in contemp_lating the wisdom of God, as set 
forth in the commandments of God, and acting accordingly, man makes his human wisdom 
approximate to the dil·inc, and worldly, practical II isdom, in its many and various forms, is 
thus of the same kind, only less in degree. as di1·inc wisdom. It is thus easy to sec, one may 
remark in passing-, that the identification between the Law and \\"isdom, referred to in the previous 
,ccti.,n. was ine,·itablc. 'l luman ll'isdom comes from the communion bctweln the mind of man 
;uul th<: mind of God. The unity of the divine and the human attributes (implicit ly contained in 
the book) appears to im·olve the conception that the divine 11isdom fills a nd controls all things, 
including man's mind, and thus manifests itself in human thought;' 1 this is true, but it needs to 
he emphasized that Hen-Sira's strong insistence on human frec-ll'ill makes it a matter of man's 
choice whether hi~ mind i, filled with divine wisdom or something else. 

\Visdom is, thcrt.fore, in lhe first place, of a religious nat urc. How essential an clement this 
was in Ben-Sira's conception of Wisdom will have been seen b}' what was said above as to the 
ong111 of Wisdom, namely, that it was an emanation from the Deity. 1 his truth is further 
emphasized by the d/cf111Jt, common to all the books of the \\' isdorn-Uteralure in one form or 
another, that: 

TIJ,·fmr ,![ flu L,,rd is I/Jr bcgi1111i11g of lVisdo111 (i. 14). 

The ugh l!en-~ira takes this thought over from earlier s;iges, he ne1·e1 the less makes il thoroughly 
his O\\ n, and elaborates it in such sayings as: 

T/Jc cro:,•11 ,-._[ I f'isdom is tltc fear t>f tlte Lvrd (i. 18); 
To jmr t/1,• /,ord is tit,· rwt vf lVisdvm (i. :zo). 

But besides this specifically religious content, \\'isdom ha,, according to llen-Sira, another 
element in its natu1·e. \\ hilc the knowledge of God may be said to describe its mo.st exalted 
characteristic, it has also a kss exalted, but cxtrcmelr meful, further charactcnstic in that it 
connotes kno" ledge of the m,rld ; not that this ll"Ot1ld imply a non-religious clement in \\'isdom, 
for the man ll"ith knowledge of lhe world has :tcquired this lower form of Wisdom, too, hr his 
obscr\',mce of the di\'ine commandments, so that it need cause no surprbc to find that it is this 
latter clc:ment in the nature of \Visdom to which Bcn-Sira devotes most auention in his book. :-Sor 
is this an unnatural thing ll"h<:11 it is remembered that the writer having none but the vaguest ideas 
ab,,ut a life hereafter, is mainly concerned with the affairs of this life. So he says of \Visdom that: 

and a~ain ~ 
11,q t/1at lo:•e /1<r lo~•r life (iv. 1z); 

7Ju ,,•isdom vf I/Jc poor ma11 lifte/lt up his head, 
Aud ca11setll l,i111 to sit among pri11c.-s (xi. Jj. 

The large number of precepts 11hkh Hen-S ira offers as to general conduct or life arc the utterances 
of a sage wh ,sc whole life has been spent in the acquisition or \Visdom; they form part, at least, of 
the rc,ult of his labours in her service; and the contribution which he has to offer his fellow­
creatures is to teach them what in very large measure is worldly wisdom. These moral precepts 
differ ll'idelr, or course, from divine wisdom, but, as we have seen, both emanate from the same 
source, and both arc ultimately to be traced back to the Gi\•er of all good things. 

• Toy, in EB, ii. 1175. 
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It is owing lo this practical nature <if \\'1 lr,r11 that Bcn-Sir.1 imusts r,n it• l,cin;: not ,.11Jy 
possessed, bul also exhibited among men, ~o he says 

1 lidde11 w,sd, 111 n11d co11ct't1led lrtas:,re, 
11'1,al pro/it is //,11,: in eit/10 f 

Er/Irr ts 1/,e 1111111 tltat llid<t/1 /,is full;· 
Tlta11 a 111,m tlrnt ltid<1/1 lw 1cistl01" (xx. 30, 31). 

To those who arc desirous uf acquinni,: \\ i ,lom, Jkn -5iru g"t·s .1 }"t'Ce .,f ad\'icc ,d,icl, w..JI 
illustrates what ha: aheady bc:cn said ,tho,·c as Lu the rt·li~iut1s clc:mcnl i11 cvt·rr furm of \\'1sd"rn. 

If thou d,sirr /l'isdom, kcrp 11,r ro111m,mdmt11ls, 
,J11d th, l.ord ~1,i/1 gfrr lur fudy 111110 thre (1 26). 

That \Visdom is the gift of God is ag:un dccla1 nl to be the case in i. 10. 

II illwul 11/l'tlSUrr dotlt JI,· grant lur lo tho!l that fu.e /1,m. 

\Visdom is thus the free gift of 1;11d; hut this docs n"t 111c,111 to ,,,y tli,,t 111 m l1.1s ,1 .. t hi, p.ut 10 

plar in order to enjuy this free gift; he: ha, a dj,cipline to i.!" thrc,u:,:h II hid1 is irk:,utJJe, .incl ,d1ich 
will tc,t the sinceril)' of the seeker: 

1:111 1 ,,•ii/ ,,·,,I/.: ,,•llh l1im i11 disgui,,· 
.1 nd 11/ first I ,«'ill lt'.J him .,·~th t, ;,1f'lt1tl~11s. 

Ftm (In,/ dru1d ,,·11/ f bn,~t; ti/NI him, 
,Jud J will kr11101/ him ,,•it/, chastm·mmts Ii\'. 1;). 

\Visdom will also make gre:\l demands upon those that would be hu servants; it is a hard 
course of instruction through which th1:y must go: 

... J/rin.t; thy J,·1·t Info lur fillers, 
,lnd t/1y urck 111/0 li,r c/11111,; 

Bure drrw11 tlty slwulrla, 1111,I brnr l!tr, 
.'Ind d1aj,· 1wt 1111dcr ha bonds(\ i. 0:4, '!5)· 

Hut if \\'bclom can only be acquired hr carm.:st and sustainc<l effort, if t() po<scss her requires 
concentrated zeal and ,elf-denial, the reward of tlrnsc \I hu persist i, great in pmporllon. lu 
a beautiful passage Bcn-Sira describes this gr.:a l re ward . 

I,,,. at lm,,:tli f/i(l11 wtft find;,,.,, n·rl . 
• ·I 11.I sh, slt.1/1 br lttnud j, r Iha 1111,, gladness . 

• ·/11,l ltrr fdkrs .<Ital! b,·~,m1t· a st11y 1j Jflt'11gtltj,r //1tc, 
• Ind /l(r bo111{s f<!r n•b.-s ,>J.i:f,.,y . 

.:I II rnuw1.-111 ,f .,:(1/d :r lur Jok,, 
. l11cl lirr fctf<'rs a cord,•/ blue. 

Tlwu sk1!1 a, r,11· tltc,· ,,·, th /1c r 111> ,,•ti/ii ,·,,bes of gl,1r_1•, 
And cr,1w11 ,1;,·c ,elflt lur (,1s w1tl1J a n,•,,•11 of b.-aulr 1vi. il:i ii). 

Clcarlr such a rew:irt1 cannot 1,..: for the manr. 011lr the l,c,t I} pc, ,,f mcu ,tr<' .t!,k tu ol,t;,in hu·: 
so Bcn-Sira say . 

/·i,r /l'isdum is ac-cordi1~t; to her 11a111e 
,Ju.It,, most mo, rl,r is 1/(/t mautj,·s/ (vi. z:). 

Indeed, Ben-Sira l1<Jl<l~ that humanity is divitkd into l\\ '.> L1te~,mc,, the wi-c :ind t1,1L fo?lish, 01 
the good and the c\'il- to him the two tt·111h .1r.: rcspetll\ely syn,111y111.,us: \\ 1•U<>lll, .1tt1tudc to 
each is thus expre,seu : 

;/ s a prison ./ious,· is 11 · isdom /,, a ft,,(, 
:lnd 1hc lm,,,,,J,·,(1;,· ,,j 1/,e :c·m as ro11ls of firr. 

As d,nius t•ll (tlt,·ir) f,t"f is ius/111, tum lo llt,· f(J(•/is/1, 
,·Jud ns 111a11ndcs 011 1f1t1r riglit l1n1J1! 

As a golden 011111111e11t t.< ws1111rl1tJ11 lo 1/,r wiu, 
A11d as a brncdet 11/0JJ t/l(lr rig/it arm (xxi. 11! 11). 
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So l,L,ting is the power of Wisdom among those who truly possess her, t hat the possession is 
regarded as hereditary: 

If Ire trust me, lu sltall possess me, 
And Iris fostcrit;• sltall /10/d me fast (iv. 16, see a lso i. 15). 

Y ct even he \\ ho possesses Wisdom may lose his treasure by s inning, so it is said: 

If Ire t11r11 away (from 111c), I will forsake ltim, 
And will delfrcr /um over lo thr spoilers (iv. 19). 

The onlr truly blessed are they" ho persistently follow after Wisdom (xiv. 20-z7); yet for this 
kismc is required ; the ordinary occupations and callings of men arc all good and necessary, but 
none arc to be compared lv that in which a man devotes himself wholly to the seeking out of the 
Wi~dom of the ancients, \\hich is none other than the fear of God and the Law of the i1ost lligh 
(see the ,~hole of x xxviii. :24-xxxix. 11 ). 

ii'. lltt· D,•clrw, <>/ .!)111. The great problem of the existence of sin had, of course, exercised 
the minds of men for ages before the time of Bcn-Sira. I Tow was one to reconcile the facts of daily 
experience ,,ith the belief in an all-righteous, all-po\\crful God, who go\'crncd the world? 'The 
ancient mythical religion had certainly connected physical evil with Adam's s in: but when, after the 
Exile, the indi,·idual, as contrasted with the nation, became more prominently an object o f 
consideration, difficulties doubtle~s bci::an lo appear tu ,, hich the answer of the old theology \\'as 
felt to bl incomplete.' 1 A suggested c.xpl:mation of the difficulty is expre:;scd in Ps. xxxvii, where 
it is said that the destrnction of the wicked comes suddenly, while he is in the midst of his 
pro,pctit} (,','. 3:,, 36); and again, in the S,llllC psalm the Psalmist ,eeks to explain the difficulty by 
contrasting the' latter end• of the righteous and the wicked respectively: 

.I/ark tilt" per/rel man, a11d bclrold tlte upright: 
Ft1r thr latter r11d t>f !Ital man is peace. 

As for lra11sgnssors, tlte;• shall /J,· dutro;·cd togrtltcr; 
T/11: lafl,·r md of tit,: wicket! shall /Jc cut fljf (i'V • .37, 38). 

In neither c:isc was there any rt:al solution of the problem. Later thinkers were impelled to offer 
another explanation; ,o, for example, the writer who explained that e\'erything had been made for 
its own purpose: 

Tire L t>rd /1at/1 mad,· ei•tr;•tlti11g for its ow,, md: 
1 "ra, enn tlu: 1,•icktd for tire tla;• of t'1'II (Prov. xvi. 4). 

Bcn-Sira was on safer ground when, in re-echoing earlier teaching, he said: 

11,· that srrket/1 GM will reafre discipline ( xx xii [xxxv.] 14), 

i.e. any mi,fortunc which befalls the righteous is looked upon as a discipline, and is, t herefore, in reality 
for his bcndit. ;\lone of the,e attempted solutions coulJ. however, have been regarded as satisfactor}·, 
for they did not account for the divine aCl[Uicsccncc in the prosperity of the wicked, howc,·er much 
they might satisfy men as to the necessity of adversity for the righteous. In one passage llen-Sira 
dues sllike out a somewhat original line of thought in seeking a solution of the mystery, though 
within the limits of the present life; a wicked man may. he says in effect, enjoy prosperity all his 
life. but so terrible may God cause his last hours to be that all his former enjoyment of life becomes 
\1 h<,llr obliterated, and thu; the apparent contradiction between the facts of life and the divine 
j usticc is harmonited ; hi, words arc: 

For it is .-asr in }altnlt's sig/1/ 
,It tlu ,1111 to uquilt" 11111a11 accordi11g to !tis dffds . 

.-l II a•il lime ca11sel/1 /org,·t/11lt1ess of delights, 
.·I 11d the last md of a 111a11 -,,,ill tell of !1t111. 

Pro1101111ce 110 ma11 IL«/'/>)' before Iris deal/1, 
l or b;· llis latter eud a man sltall be l.:now11 (xi. ~6-28). 

Thi, attempted solution, if it docs nothing else, witnesses at any rate to the very earnest desire 
to try and cxplilin a grave difficulty; and if. as a matter of fact. no advance is made in our book 
lol\'ards a ~atisfactory solutiun of what must have constituted a cruel mystery to the God-fearing of 

1 Tennant, in thejo11n1a/ ef Tluologi(,1/ St11d1is, ii, p. :09. 
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those <lays, it cannot cause surprise, 11 ith their Lick of k11011 lcd~c conccrnini: tlw ~cm·r:il I 1w, upon 
which society i, based :,nd by ll'hich it exists. with their ab,ol11k i1:n<>r,1nc¢ conccrn111g the 1.1,v, ,,f 
nature, with their very hazr conlcptions cuncernin:;: a fLllkr ~pi1i111.1l life he1l:'.1fler il w,u \dmllr 
impossible for lhc anci':nt l lcbrcw thinkers lu fr,unc ,111r rl':1lly ~.1lisf,,ct11ry \\•Jrkiu;;: tla·or} "hcrd,r 
to harmonize the sccm1nl{ con1r.11liction l>ct1\·cc11 b<·lid iu the .,;,.islcncc of ~n almi~hty. ju•\ c;(JJ 
and the facts of hu111an expe, i<:ncc. :\e\·erlhelr,,, 11,·n Sir,, hail HIT dclinit<· 1<lr.:as 11pon the 
exi,lencc of sin and ib universal prevakncc am•ini: men; he had abo dc;11 Ir 1hu111:ht ,1nJ 11111,;111 
much about the nature and 1:s,,·ncc <•f ,in, and thl' spcd,tl i1111•m t,111cc .,, hi, tx,.,k 111 ,x,1111,·"''" 
with this subject is that it i, lhc only t1<111-;ipu<,tl)'l1l1c \\rJlinJ,! 1'111ch 1lll'111e,ti<>11.1hi}' 1ctle~ts lt6ht 
upon the Palestinian thoui::ht of its tim,· c .. nc.:rniu;.: th<' i111r .. dul11011 .. r Mil .uul ,!,·1th int•, th•· 
work!. 'It is a unique link , ,ars l>r. Ttcn1u111, • !1< 1\\c,·11 tlu: t 1ld 'J ,-,.t;11ne•ll ,md the irnci, 11\ 
R abbinism. It is als<> important as ;1 i.:11id,· 10 the \'i<:w, of the tim" from th<: f,1c1 th.,1 it• auth.,r, 
thoush perhaps conscious of the i1iadtc,111,1cy nf Iii, inherittc,l the,,J,,~r 1,, "''l"e :ill the problc11i. .,nd 
difficulties which pi c;.ented thcm"·lu:, to an 1.:d11..:.,tdl 111ind, all,,\\, him,d( l,11t little, hbcrtr ,,: 
thought.' 1 

\\'ith regard to the origin of sin, lk11-:-.ira \ trc.,tmcm is 111;.:hlr llhlructin. fm it ,e, c.tl• the 
difficulty in which he found himself in\'<,hcd :is srnm a, lu· !Jl';.:·111 1 .. ;:1apl'k ,uth the ,u!J;~-ct. 
] le mention, altn:;:cthcr thn"-' thcuril"s ng;i1cl111;.: thl' mi;.:i11 ,.f -.iu: 1>11c .,j th<esc he c,,111!,.,1 • . u 
erroneous. The fir,t is th:tt the C)(i,tl'll<C .,( ,i11 ,, d11e tu l;nd: th,, i, the tit<.'•"· ,d1i1.h he: c111nlut, 
tho11i::h he docs not seem to n ali,c the di1iic11lty in \\ hi<:h he ill\'•dn, hirn,c.ii III d 111;: ~,,. Th, 
pas:;;1i;,.: in which this is dealt with ts xv. 1 1 !01 where lle11-Sir.1 rcplic, t" tho•c wh" tr,.,. .. b.11.I.: the 
origin of ,in lo God ; he sars: 

.\,1;· 1101: 'Fr()111 C()d is 111J· trm1s_t;r,·ssi,m,' 
lot //,a/ ;,•/11d1 lie /t11fct/1 mad .. /J,. 11,,t 

Sa;· 1101: •(// is) fl,· that 111,1./t' met,, slttmbl,,' 
lor t/10 t' ir 110 11ad ()f r1,I 111<11 

E;•il a11d nbo111i11atio11 if,,1/t tire /,ord /1,1:,·, 
And //c d,,th nd kt it comt' m:;:11 to 1/1(111 tft.11 /Mr l!tm (X\'. 11-1 ;). 

J Jc ~ays forthcr in thc course of lus ,11,.:,,nwnl 1,111,I h, n h,- lc.1d1i11;: "11 h11ni,111 I, l'<·\\: c .nc, 
strongly lo the fore): 

(,"od ffr<1tcd 111011 from 1!1r /ir;;i1111i,~i;. 
,-J11d plaffd /11111 i11 tit.- /1,111d of Ills 1·,-,,r,·. 

if thou (so) .loirtst, tlwu nmsl ~..-cp tltc ro11111:a11d111e11I, 
.,J 11,I (ti ts) ,<•tsd,,,,: to do f /1s g,~,d pk11su,·,·. 

!'011ral v11/ /,rj(I,, tltff (,ut")jirr 1111,I :,·,,u,·. 
Sin td1 jl'llh tltmr lm111/ 1111/,> t/1c11 ,,•/11cli 1h01, dr<uecl. 

Lif,· 1111d tli-,11/i (arr' /,,fiJ,r 1111111, 

Tlm11 .. lticl1 Ii,• d,·s1utl, slta/1 /,,· 1;frm lo lti111. 
fir cc>111111a11dt'd 11,, ,,1r111 /1) si11, 

_\·c11 g,1...- sfrmgtlt It> mot of lfrs (x\', 14-20). 

\Vith re"ard to the wor<l I 'on it 111,1y In: 11<1tl·,I in J',1ssic1i: th,,t 111 it, pri111.1.ry mcanin,: it 
denotes · fon~ ' or • framin" . h<:nc~· \1 hat is f,,rmcd or fr;imcd in thL mind. ;inti it t h<'r<ef r .. , 0111,~ 

to mean· imagination ' or '1111rpose •. ll is use,I in a g,)od sen,e in l ~.1. x.x\"I. ,l, 1 Chron xxix. tS: 
on the oth<!r hand, in Gen. vi .. i, \'iii ~ 1 it i., 11,cd .,f tlH· ,\·ii 1m.1;:111al11111. In later t11ncs there 
a rose the doctrine of a ';.:ood · 1·0,r a, opposed t u the· nil' 1·,-,,,r, t1\l1 "l'i'"':i11;: tcnd<:n,ic, 
which it was ta11"hl were constituent dc111cnt, m nun's spi11111.tl 11.11un· l'rnl. ~d1cchtc1 ,.,y, · 
• The ~ore consp~u~us figmc of the t '"' 1 ·,,,·,·r:" 1s ~hat nl tlw _.,,·i! I',•.,,_,.. I 1tdc~d, it i, nnt itnj).')t 
sible that the expression go,,d 1 ·, .. ,....,., a, the ant1tl1<·,~s uf thl· nil I ,yr, 1s a .cr.:au,m of l,1tcr d:it!-'. 1 

l t is, therefore, probable that lkn-Sir.1. \,:hc11. 111.1k111i:: ll•l' of the cxpn-,s1,1n m l he )',1S•ai::e. JU~t 
quoted, had the C\'il ) ·e,,·.-r. or· tendency', 111 11111111; .1~ ,111)' 1,1l<', ~he. context ,l)ow, th;,t e\en 1f the 
word was used in a ncutr,tl sense it w.,, ;11 lca,t f,1/,w/1,,/(r the c, 11 l ,.,,,.,. tr>\\ luch he rcf1.·ncd; hut 
as this tendency or i nclin.ition to c\'II w,h part of man\ 11.l~Ut 1.· _it ~1 as nc,,tcd b~· Go,1, so tl_iat 
llcn-Sira shows himself to ha\'c been in d.111gcr 11f f.illm~. I,~ unplic.111011. mto the n:rr err,ir "h11.:h 
he combats in the prcviou,lr quotnl pa''.:'l:C (,., .• 11-l.)I, indcl'd. ~~1rthcr on i~ his hook he rnmc, 
perilously near 10 a direct assertion that (,od c1,·,1tcd C\'II; sec xxx111, (6 x,xv1.) 13-1,;. xxx,,i 3 

, op.,;,., p. ~07. • Som, As/wt, ,f /..'.,l!l>i11fr llt,vlno, p. 143. 
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SIRACH 

So that, at least by implication, Hen-Sira might well be convicted of imputing the origin of e ,·il to 
God though he refrains from doing so explicitly.1 

'A second theory which Ben-Sira brings forward is expressed in xxv. 24 : 

From a 111011m11 did si11 origi11ate (lit is t he beginning of sin), 
And btc1111se of her Wt' all must die. 

Dr. Tennant. in \\'ritin~ on this verse, says : ' It has to be borne in mind that when, in the 
second clause of the verse. the writer passes to the thought of death, t o the relation of Eve's sin to 
our uni\'crsal mortality, a causal connexion is distinctly asserted. T he use of u(till<1lt ['beginning'] 
in the former clause docs not perhaps in itself preclude the thought of such connexion, in t he case 
of sin, having prs·se11ted itself to Ben-Sim's mind. but it certainly does not suggest any such con­
nexion .... If llen-Sira intended to imply that E,·c's transgression was the cause or origin of 
human ,infulness he was venturin~ further than \\'as his wont beyond the letter of the Scriptural 
narrati,e which he had in mind, and was alreaclr in possession of a much deeper dew of the first 
transgression than is lo be met with in J ewi~h literature unti I we come to St. Paul's Epistles, the 
Slnrnnic book of r-:noch, .ind ~ (z) Esdras.' 0 In any cnse, this second theory of Ben-Sira's only 
trace, the hi,to, y of sin from the time that it existed in humanity \\'ithout follow in~ it further back.' 

Finallr, a third theory, thoug-h not exprcs,ed in definite form , can with much probnbil ity be 
shown to have been in the mind of Ben-Sira. In xxi. Zi, 2/1 it is slid: 

IV/1m tltt: /()(II curs.tit lii.r a,frasnry [lit. Satan], 
I I, cm·sdh his tn<lll soul; 

Tl1t· wltlspcr,·r dcjilt-llt /us O'i.,'lt soul, 
,/11,I is liated ;,•h,·u.wa•cr hr soj,111r11ctl1.' 

This is n difficult pa-;sage, but it seems clear that br the worcls 'The whisperer delileth hii own 
soul' Ben-Sira meant to express the truth that the evil in man is of his own making; it is also 
c,·idcnt that the wo.-ds arc tntended tll be an illustration of the truth enunciated in the preceding 
couplet. \Vhntc, er is meant by 'ad,·er,nry' -whether •Satan' in the sense of the devil, or an 
adversary in its ordinary meaning-the words which follow (' I le curseth his own soul') show that 
1d1.,t lk-11-Sir,i int1.;11cls tu k.,ch i, that the · .u.Jversnry' i, ~ynonrmolls with the ungodly mnn·~ own 
self; or, as Hart explains it, · not Satan. but the man himself is responsible for his sin.' The 
,·crsc, as Che)·ne hns pointed out, e1n be 1llu.strated by l's. xxxvi. 1 (R.V. marg.) : 'Transgression 
!'aith to the wicked within hi, heart .. .'' To explnin the words by sa}'lng that when a man curses 
.,omcbody else who is his enemy he curses himself, i. c. that the curse recoils upon his own head, 
woulcl not only be contrary to the idea~ of the times, but wollld also be out of harmony with the 
words which follow. The:; Syriac translator evidently saw the difficu lty of making' the ath·ersary' 
refer to somebody other than 'the fool ', but not perceiving the point of the words he put in 
a negative, thus giving a different turn to the whole, and rendered: \\'hen the fool curseth him 
who sinnc.:J 1101 against him, he curseth his O\\ n soul.' The gi»t of the passage mar then be taken 
to be that man is his own • Scitan ' ; in other words. that the origin of ~in is to be sought in man 
himself. J"l1is may be illustrated by another passage. 

I I "Ila/ is bright,·r tha11 th,· s1111 J ) ·,·/ tliis faikth; 
And (l1tr.,, 11111d1 1111m-) 111a11 ,,,/t(I (IU1t/1) th,· i11di11atio11 of flesh a11d blood I O (xvii. 31 ). 

!Jr. Tennant p;1raphrases Lhe Greek thus: · Even the sun d.1rkens itself-the brightest thin~ in the 
world; how much more, then, frail man!· I fe :mys, further, in connexion with this verse, that if 

' Some later Rabbis had no hcsilalion in directly asseriing wha1 llcn•Sira here implies; in the :llidr.1sh Rtnsltillt 
/i',1/.b,1 ~xvii it is deJinitely stated that Cod created lhe e,il l'ntr; and ,n Qiddusltm 306 (T. 8.) the following words 
arc put mt» the mouth of the ,\!mighty: • I created the evil Yqtr; I created for him [ ,. e. for man, in order to overcome 
the evil l~.,·,,-1 the Llw as a means of htaling. If )'C o~upy your,elves with 1he Ltw, ye 111ill not fall into the 
power of it! 

1 Op. di., pp. zto, z, t, 
• h i$ in1cresting to note that in a later. but pre-Christian, book the writer belie,•es in the cxis1cnce of sin before 

the crcauon nJ the human race; in the• Book ot the !'arables' (1 Enoch lxox. 6), in reference to 1he e.-il angels, ll is 
s.&id: ',\nd 1he third was named <_;adreel; he it is who showed the children or men all 1he blows or dea1h, and be led 
astray 1-:,·e .• .' 

• The Hebrew or l hcsc nrses is not extant. 
• Op. di., p. 1 54 . • Tiu l-:.rpon·tor, series xi, p. 346. 
' The Hebrew o, nol cxtanl; 1he f1r,,1 clau,e of lhe abo,c reprc,ems both 1he Synac and the Greek; the second 

is based upun the Creek and 1he Sy,iac; 1he Greek runs: • And an evil man will 1hink on Resh and blood.' See the 
cri1ical and c,cgctic:il notes in lhe commemary on this verse. 
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Hcn-Sira offers any cxcust: for 111.1n's tl<eprn\'ll) · it i, that of his 11.,turnl :.nd c-~·nti.d fraillr, rcf,·111·,I 
to in s11ch pass.,~e, .i, x,·i1. _\O F• b11l 1wn.:r tr,u.:cd t'l ,111 t·-..tcrn.d c.rn,c'.1 ) J,ft1c11h ;,, the \'lM' i~, 
it may l,c cunclt1tkd that it, mc,tnin;,: 11lti-tratc.! lk11-S11,1's 1, .,chi11, iu tlw p1t·\'1011.,.lr, n11,-i,k1cJ 
p,is,,1~.: th.it the ori;!i11 of sin is l<l he ""';.:ht in 111,lll I That th1, lx•17tf "·" hd.J in n:1 t,<111 Je\\i,,h 
cirt:lc:, 111ay be g,llhcrcd f1111n the fol1011 ing l\ton h \1 hi<'h 1Kl.'11r in I l·.111,ch xu·111. -1 • I h,1\·~ ~1q,rn 
Ulll() )'UU 0 re sinllCJS, as a lllOllllt,lill ha, lltll b«;O(IH' ,l sl.i\'l', ,\11<) ;\ 11111 d<,(' ll"l )}(!< OIJlll' lhC h,111<11Jl,JhJ 

,,f ,1 woman, !wen ,u ,in hilth nnt bc,·n M:111 1111<>11 the c,trth. llut 111.111 111 hi11;,.._·lf luth c.:n·,,tcd it ,\ud 
under a great c urse ~hall they fall who comm.it it.'• ' 

The tl11cc p.1s, a~cs Uhlu,,ctl ,uh.<' ,t th, 1ehir,·, ,l hdi,·f 1h;,1 ,in 1>1i~in.,t1·, \\llhin 11,:111 •• 11ul i, ,,f 
his c)\\11 makin;:, irrcspct:ll\t' uf all) l·,tcrn,tl a;.: .. mr: hut thn< a11· 0111<·1 p.1-.•.1;:c,- \\hich point 
distinctly to a belief that sin is extern:11 to m1n; see, for cxampk, xxi. i, xx1·ii, 10. 

!,u that Hcn-Sir,1', tc,1ch111,.: 011 lhc m,;.:111 ut s111 Ill.I)' I,.• ,11111111c.! lli' 111 the lul!,l ., in~ 1\ 1<.~· I ft: 
implies, tho u~h. h e UOC:; not 1kli11iti:i)' as,n l il th,tt the Cll',ll1un 111 >Ill IS 1)11c t<J ( ;c,d, )'1.'l in 1,nc 
pass.ti,:c uf con,1tler.1bk 1111p11rt.,n1L hc ,1rnn,:ly u,111lut, 1!11, thc:"r~·. 11, 1r.;Ll1t·,, f111 thc1, that i.u 

far as the human r.tcc b o,ncern.:d the 011,:111 "' ,in" to l1t: -.,11i.:h1 u1 lilt f.,11 ,,1 1·.vt:: L111 lu: <Ir.cs 
Hut :tllcmpt tu trace it- hist<>!)' furthcr luck: thi,. hll,H"\TI, "·" 1,0111 111• point 1JI, i," lllllH'Co"ary 

if, i1t a ccortl,llH:C with h i, third th,·ury, ,in orr;.:111:itcs in 1·,tt.h i111l1,·1d11al: 11,,·, 11hdc,,, he it!\uht·s 
him-;clf in ., contratlic t i,rn hen: i11 ,.1yi11;; th,,t l,.·c,nisc 11f EvL, ,111 .ill 111cn 11w,1 d,e. In ,,ddnvu1 I•, 

this, hu\,c1·cr. lhcn: i, 1hc 1'111 lhcr i'"""~"lclll)' 1q;.11d111;,: 111, tl111d llu: .. 1.1, j.,, ,, 1111<- t, .,dun;; lh,,t ~in 
orig1n,,tt.:'.'\ w1thin 111a11, he spell,, qf ~1n ;1s '."l,l'l1111.•th111g ,·~,tern.al t 1 111.lna I h,.,c 1.ontr uhdot~ th1 ,\1"ht!'li 

brini,: inlu clear 1cl1cf Bcn·::51,a, i1uLih1y to f11111111l,,1c" ,· .. 11,i,1n1t .,nd 1 .. ,:11:.il d<,Lll ,111• ;i, tu the 
01igin or sin; anti 111 this h~ but ,h,11,, ]1111isdf L11 l><· :, l,,1nlllt1k1 ol the 11 . .1,111,, f,,,111 11h.,-,r 11·11ti11~" 
it can he seen that later thinker, \\'l'rC im11he<I i11 l'ln.,ely the• ~.,Ille u,c >1.~i-11 neie,• ,,, •uu:t ·" th,} 
attempted to construct a working theory on the ,ul,jccl 

Hut the theoretical difficultrcs i11 which lkn-:,,r,t w.ts i11vuln·d did not in any w,1r ,klr,1cl from 
hi~ deep realization of thL cxi~tc1Kc an,1 uni\',r:s.tl p1evalc11Ct· of ,i11; he w,tnc·,s.:s to llus i'l m;iny 
p.1s-;agcs, flS ul.l)' be :-.t.:Ct1 by .:l rcf1..tc1H.:l.' \11 lhl:' fullu\\ 111g p .. t~tgl.., ,t111u11..:, u1.1n~ 1.·'lu:1, I\. ;',. , ii '· 
\'iii. 5, xxiii 4 I\, 

, J'/,r D,,ctri11r cf thr F11t11u !,{/,". I n the main llcn-!Si1 ,1's Ldilf conccmin::: the llcreaftcr 
wa~ th11l of tht: normal 1cachi111; u£ the l';.tlms; such pas,.1gcs, for example,"' l's. vi 'i (' l •or in 
death thc,c 1s no remembrance of Thee: In Shlol who sh.ti! le!'"<' Thee thanks? 'J, and cxx. 1;, 1 X, 
en. 1, cp. Isa. xxx\"ii ,. 18, I 'J, .ire clc,,rly the p:1llt·rn un which he b,<>(~ hi, 11:.1ching in X\'11, 27, :X. 

}-,,r ;,•/,at plt'11s11N l,,11!, ,;,,d i11 nil tl,111 frnsh i 11 lladu, 
/11 f'lacr ,if tlwu wk, /,-,,· ,111d gt.•r 1 /11,: p111:sr ~ 

Th,111ksg,; ll(t; p,11.,ln ti, Ji·<>m t/1,· d,11./ ar j, 0111 011r t/:,1/ ,r 11,,:1 

(H111 J /11 //tat li.<"1/11111.I H 111 /1<,tlt/1 fllllJt'l/1 t!tc Loni. 

Although death, a» a rnle, mark~ the c:nd of a,I thi11~; ;1nd i-. usu,111}' cvnnccted with con uption 
(x. 11, xl'it. 32, xxv1i1. 6), )'Cl Bcn-~11.1 <lo,:s not ~pi:,,k of il as ncccss.iril) .1 ~.1ust> ul turo, ; imkc<l, 
undc1 cc1 tain circumstances. it i~ prc£er.<blt: to lift-, he s:iy~. c g, in xii ~ · 

1 /,u'/ I Dmt/1. !,,,;,• :,•,k(l111, ,, tliy ,krr(,' 
li, t/1,• !ucklt-.ts 111,111, ,1111{ 1/,11/ /,,,.~.-,!, 1lro1.;t/1, 

Tlit1t J/11111/,kt/1 a,,d 11 tf/'t'f/1 ,11 ,, , 1:rtlt111.~. 
7 /mt i, l>n,ke11, ,111d /Jc,th /,•st 11</r. 

S<;c al~u xxxii. J t, x:-.:x 1; xi ::li. ()11 the otht:r lunJ, dt·ath i, turibk lo him who i, in prospc:ril)' 
and in the enjorment ul hc,thh L'<I. 1). Somcl1mcs dl'ath is spukcn of ;i, a p1111i,hmt'nt (vii 1;, 
xi. 9, 10); but therL "nml'hc1<o ,t11y 1m11tiun 01 pu111,hm,·11l ,1llc1 ,k,11h The 1111h "''"<' 111 1d,i, h, 
an;.,nling to Bcn-!::iira, ,1 man ,;111 be ~;1id t,, · hl'c' .,11~, rk.,th "a, loy nK,,11- of hi~ \\i,dom which 
he had acquired in 111 s llfetim.: · 

1 Its 1111d.-rst,111di,(t: 111n11.1· d,, prais,·, 
.,/ 11d m ,·,, skill liis m111u /i, bl,•11, ,I ,•11t: 

//is 111t~,11(11J sl,a.11 ur: r, ,1H\ 

,-/11J his 111111,( 5./tc1/I Ii.,· /run ge11t1,lf1,1111,,gflur,11t,,11 (.'<x,ix. i,). 
1 <'/>· ,it., p. 212. 
-; ( ht 1l1l ~1ut:~t1on .,s to\\ hethn tlu: l \ 11 ) , ur l!<ii C.-\ll'Jl1.d l• m.m ur n 11t thc-rr 1, 11aah clhi-.h n In J.~.,l11)111i ti 

wrllinhs: r:,e.c !-,d1ci.:hter'::, ,er)' ms1rud1H• 1 luptl1;:,,, ,, \\, ~,1 m , m, .f /,.· ,, ,,, N,tb4111•, l"ittt .,•1. l urih\f t1""<111 

inrormaliun on the Jc\\ bh d11.., lnnl' 111 :-111 \\ 111 111• t11um 111 , 11.q,. \ 111 1 I Ii'° J h•t. 'U1. l' ,,1 I' , me I"-: :r1bu ttoin rn R,tt.tbmu:.il 
Li11oraiu1c ') of 1hc ,ainc writer's St11,l1u III J,,d,,um I Firs< SrntS). 

1 Charles, 1 En,•,lt', p. z4:. ... 3 13 



SIRACH 

Or, again, in the following fine passage (xii. 1 r-13): 

I 'a11ity is mall (co11ctrni111r) his body, 
Hui the uame of t/1e pious shall 110( bt cut off. 

Be iu fe11r for thy 11ame,for t/1(1/ a/Jidet/: longer for thu 
T/1011 tho11sa11ds of prerious tnasuru. 

Life's goods las/ for limited days, 
Rut the reward of a 11a111t for days without 1111m/;er. 

In some few instances there seem to be the beginnings of what might naturally have developed 
into a somewhat follcr conception of life hereafter, t he adumbration of a belief in something more 
than a mere shadowy existence beyond the grave. The instances arc those in which the dead are 
said to ' rest', an idea ,·cry d ifferent from that of death being corruption and the end of all things, 
which is the more usual one in our book. The conception of the dead ' resting' must involve some 
sort of a beli<:f bc}·ond that of the bare existence of the spirit in the future state; thus, in x xii. 11 

Bcn-Sira says· 

ll'rrp ,,;mtly for the dead, for /1" hath found rest (cp. al•o xxix. Ti, xx:i(\·iii. 23). 

It is of p,ll'licu l:u interest to note, in view of the development of ideas concerning the future 
life which took place during the second century H.C., t hat in at least two instances the Greek shows 
an advance upon the corresponding Hebrew conception ; in vii. r 7 the I le brew has ; 

1/umbl,· (ti,)') pride g reat!)', 
For the n:pt'rtation of man is ~1·or111s. 

For this the Greek has: 

/fumble th;• soul g rrally, 
For llll' f'tmis/1mc111 ,if thc 1111god/y matt is jirl' a11d the wor111.1 

The other passage is xh·iii. 1 t, but for the details of t his recourse mu~t be hat! to the notes in the 
commentary. 
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SIRACH 

l'ROLOGUE • 

S1,cr many things and great have been dcli1ere<l unto us through the Law and the l'rophcls 
and tht: uthers I\ ho follo\\'cd after lhcm-f<Jr which things' sake we must gh·e Israel the praise of 
in st ruction :111cl ,dstlom -and as not only must the readers themselves become adept, but also the 
l<wus nf karning n1tht be able to profit them which arc without both by speaking and writing; 

r, my g-randiather Jesus, ha,·ing given himself much to the reading of the Law and t he Prophets and 
the other bonks of our f,tthcrs, and having- acquired considerable familiarity therein, was induced 
al:-o hi111sc·li tJ take a part in writing some,rhal pertaining to instruction anti wbdom. in order 
th.,t those who arc lovlTS of learning anti instructed inb these thing-s 'might m:ike so much the 
more progress• by a manner of life (lived) din accordance with the Lawd. Ye are entreated, 

10 therefore. to make >·our perusal with favour and attention, and to be indnlgc.:nt, if in any parts of 
what we haYe laboured to interpret we may seem to fail in some of the phrases. For things 

n I,, th, Sf-w ,11.r I'rolng11, /w111/ 111 rod. 24&, /11 lhl Co111pl11f,11sl,111 /n·/ om/ 111 flu '-~J11npsis oj' 1/ nly 
.\, ri/lm ',f,1/uly ,1/lnlmt,d to ,\/. Atha11ou1,r, ru Eda ,h,im (111 11;,tt), p. 25; 011 £11~/1sh lro11s/atiu11 '!fit fr l!i ·m 
iu !ht .,I, i: btfi•1r lh<1/ ofllu go111i11t l'ro/0.::11,. n,,u~oy f ll -\ ,,..l . u,pay C om. ~ [ Tiu :,!loft 1I 01111/ltd 111 .S 
J II, ,1ml 1i1 1,;; 24!!. rl'hirh 11,1:·, ti,. s/1111;,us P, ,,t,.,:!11' J l• R,-,,dmg "''I)("'. S)ro- l kx N•·• A Y 25.J &c./01 
"'"\ •• JI ( • t -< ,t, ,1,l,i1,• ,l'ith B ,,..n'l' pn>./\oe f7WrpoulJOJ7W ~ n, ( = Syro•l l,·x) rrpO<TIJ~uoov•• •l-d Rtodmg 

1. t he Law ..• after l hew. J he threefold di,·ision of the llebrcw Canon is here cxplic,ll) mentioned for the 
fiTSt time: it is noticeable, ho11e,cr, that the third di,·ision is referred to in a somewhat vague 11a) (as again below), 
n.1mell, a, • those that followed .,fter them', 'the other books of our fa then.', and 'the rest of the books'. It is clear that 
a third d,,ision 11a~ already in existence b) the side of the l,a11 and the Prophets; but the indefinite wny in which it 
i, referred to suggest, th.tt this third colltcuon had not )'d been delim1tcd. and that n mayst ill ha,e been incomplete. 
'J he tripartite dnision of the Canon 1s also clearly indicated in Luke x,iv. 44, '.111 things . .• which nre written in the 
Law of ".llo,es, and the Prophets, and the l'salms concerning Mc': but thi~ is the only passage m the N. T. "h,ch makes 
cxpl,nt mcnuon of it. See further Ryle, Jhe Cr111011 <>/ Jiu t>. 1:, passim; Buhl, C,111011 n11d T,.,-1 t1/ the V. T.; and 
Box, Sh01t /11t,,,,!11,flo11 t<1 Jiu L,t. t1/ th, U J, p. 4 Tht c,pres,ion • follo\\rd after 1nem' ma>' impl>· chronolo,;ical 
SUCC't5'll0n, 

3. instruction and w isdom. Perhaps the order of cod. 253 'wisdom and instruction'(= ,o,-,, ;io~n) mai be 
n,orc origmal; the foundation nnd first principle of true life is the moral culture implied by the term' wisdom' (- the 
fear of the Lord),of which instruction, r,r d1sc,phne, is the spcc1ficapphcation. Israel is worthy of praise because il 
has made the Lnw, 11 h1ch 11as grac1ousl1• bestowed upon it br <.;od, a means of tmpa1ting 11isdom, and :i means of 
dis<'ipline. to it&elf. 

readers •• lovers of learnin g. Hoth terms refer tn one and the same class; perhaps, as Smcnd suggestS, 
primanl) teacher•, of the Law (1. e. Scnbes) are meant ; for' reader·= scribe (,,w,y•wa,q, = , !:I\C) cf. 1 Esdras (3 LuaJ 
...-111. 8. 9, 19, ix 39, 42, 4 9 (these correspond to Ezra ,ii.11,x11.:1, Neh. 1iii.1,4,9). 

4. them which a re wit hout. i. c. either those that arc 'in the land of their soJoumrng' (sec below), or the laity; 
the- latter, perhaps, suits the contc,t better, as the onginal ,uiter, llen-~1ra, wrote for the Palestinians, not for the 
IJ,a,pora , so ~mend,. 

by speaking and writ ing. Oral instruction w.1s, of course, one of the most important departments of the 
Scribe;' activit) ; the rcftrcnce to writing in this connexion is interesting; doubtless other works besides Sirach were 
produu··, h)· mun ,c, of the scnbal cl,,ss II hich 11crt not emliodicd in the Canon; a specimen of such has recent I)' c1>me 
tu hi:h1 1n tl,c ,\rama,c, er.ion of the· Sayings or Al)ikar • frum the papyri of Elcphanunc, a work" Inch reminds one o! 
1hc \\ .,J.,m l.1tcr.,111rc ; the Hool,; of Tub•.• may also be thought of m this connexion. The literary acuvity of the earlier 
~·,nl.c.:-- . . , ... wcll ,h lht: I ,tcr, i~ .tlso implied m a number of references in the R.abbinic.tl literature; see Strack, J:.:111ltil1111g 
i11 da, T,1/mrtd qth c<I.), pp. IZ ff. 

Ii. instructed in these t hings. For the reading- sec critical note. 
9. a mann~r of life (lived) in accordance wit h the Law. Tl11s e>;presses the pmctical aim which go,erncd all 

the ac11,,ei,·. nf tht· tt•,«hcrs of the Lnw; a goo l comment on tl11s pomt ma)' be re.id in Josephus (t"o11/m Aj,itm. i.i. 
§ b• : ' llu1. ,., l<>r u•,:r people. it any do but ask one of them coocemini; our I.ms. he will tell all more readily than hts 
,,v.·n name·, and thi:, bccam,c of nur k~trninB them at uncc, ~ soon as we could undcrst..1.nd an)thing, and because tbe:)1 

"' re, a:- it wen:, 1;r~not-n upon c,ur souls.·~ cp. also Philo ap. Luscbius, Prdtfl. 1:.·-.,,11,gd. \'iii. 7 (M1gnc); the c.xprcs1ion 
•»·•p•r /1,.,u« may be illustrated by ;J,or ,.,;,,.,..,., which occurs in 4 Jllacc. ,·ii. 15. 

11 to fail in some of t he phrases. For things o rig ina lly spoken . . . The )Oungcr Sirach is ncutcly con-
316 
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,-riginally •pukcn in I lcl11cw h:i\'c 111,t tht! .line forte in thc111 wlwn 11 C}' .arc 11~11 I 11rrl it", 
another t,>n~ue : ,rn,J not only !ht,,·, h111 lhc l..a11 11,ie\1, nnd the: l'111plm 1c,. 11d ti i: 1 ~l f 11: 
b'.,oks, have _n''. ,111,,II d1ffc1t·11cc II h<"II th< r .11 c ,1><,l..01 in 1he11 "' 1,:-.n.d fonn. :,_ , , 111 th 

I :i eight .,n(I th11t1e1_h • r=:,r under_ 1,in,.: 1: U<'l,.<.:l• , h.l\·m;: \0111<' 11110 1 . ..:> pl .,1111 1 f'llll<r\ ,;.I Iii·~ 

J r,,und 11p1>01tu111\} Im 1111 ,111.ill 111,1,u, 111>11 f 1hnrfo1c, .l«:111«1 ,1 111•1'( ll<lC>i;;I\' ,n, "' I 
dc,·oti: s1 me zeal ,,ml ' lovc~l.1h,'l11r' i_o 11h,• 1.1 .~ 011 11111rp111111,: 1h', I, ok, dr:,,lt 111~. mdce,• 
1nud1 ,le.:ple,s l",ln: and ,l.:111 Ill the 1111<'1\~d Ill 01d._1, h.l\ 111,: l,1011 tht • lhc t,;x,l,; tu ;111 <I J, I, 
p11bhsh 11 for them alsu who 1n tl.1e l.11111 of th, II' '"J"11111111~: d1.-,; r,• t, he bvus of li:a, 11111,,, li<:u, • 

2oalrcady prepared m rc~pcct oftht1r mnr.,l cultLlrC lo li,•c "hr tlu r awh. 

( •J I. 1-10. 1hr c>r,:t;111 of ll'isd,111 (== 4 +4 d1~tich,1, 

6 l I All wisdom cometh from the I.ore!, 
And is ,nth I lim for e, er. 

2 The sand of the ,cas, and the drops of rain, 
And the days of tlt'1nity,-who can number (them'> 

:,·,th ll ornµuL'. /;u/ N \ '" h?µ.1,i, ;o 2;,3 ... ., 1-'':I • !•; s \ ,.,1 J n \ e 
ht·o ollu, otrjr: r (1¢n~o, B ~ \ ( , N, ., i,g" 11)"""0 ;, ~ ~ \ i 

"l"'"" B b h" '"I'':' :- H '"'"I'"" ,\ C \ 2. , '--ru-11 • 

f Rn,lu, • "1><>1'1'?• n1th ,·4 .ind 
s• nyu')'Q•r,u) ,,,/ s mt ,ur t·t1 

scifl~S of the Jlflicuhies ~i.,hirl1 Lest·t th<" tr. n~I.\ it,n 11f orr I 1ngu,1 •t" 1rtu anothtr ~ tr ts ti" -.l,..mi.: ""'r»f so mm h of th~ 
nnt.:-mal sense and~ rneamng .ts of the \\ordln): u the ti, brcw txt, wlud1 he fods ~•1at he rcndtrs m.1dt<1u.1tdy. l'hc 
rtftrcni e to the t,rrt"k tr.·m5,I.Lt1nn of the H1blt· \\htth fqlfows I mt~rt ting: th~ Srracide \Hotc 1t .1 11mC' ,,hen thr 
":ork of tran~l.,tin:,: tht· Sr,iptt_Jrt,, into t,n·1·k , ... a, ..,,,11 cintm1 .. Jad, .md he tccls .,t perfrct 11,.>tr•) to r.:rar,cnc t fict-1). 
'lhe exprc~~ion I in Hcbre,, · t l 11kja,-r, Ot urs ht.rt:' for the f1rst t11ne. 

1:?. when they nre trans lated. Till' <,rctk \\Ord hL·r1.: u-~d ,,.,.,,,)w• occurs UQ\\ hrr , l~e . th• t.t n.:t", .1 cord ~ to 
~mend. 

11. not only these. · Thne' rcfc, 10 the prnenl "Mk, I or 1h char;i• ltr uf 1he I ,reek 1•. n l.,t rn tr llcn-"ior,, 
sec l n1ro<l. § 4 (c·nd ,. 

1 + in the eight :rnd thirtieth year. Tht re 1 •1f tlic l'n,log11~ it.lies 11,, 11.1n l11rr's rc:i.son fo• ndcrt l;mg h1 
\\Ork. ·1 he dale refers lo the ye er in \\IH• h t lw y,1tm;:rr Su,. h ac u.1111· c.,111,• 11.10 1.g)'pt, pr >bhl) he thirt)··c1ghth 
regnal ycnr " fl uergt.'lc 11 1 \1l. IJZ h L for.~ tlirlcrtnt \ tw sec lntroc.l. ~ '1. ub. 

and continued there. ·1 he l;,et.:k word U"Jot<l iut"'/t;J"Hl.l'm I ccms to unply th:,t he cont •·f' there t,11 1he t"d 
of 1hc reign of luer~etes \'s)n<hrnni,c'I. i c. 117-1161.c ; the l'roloi;ut 11, 1ho,fon ,n all p1 ,b1hl) "nlle'l 
~t .. ern the 1ear· 13:-116 U.t For, full doscussionol rhecuc 11<,n of d.,rc .,., lnlro<'. §o, 11 b 

rG. lfound opportunity fur n.osmnll instruction. llt·.ttc ntt,,t P-111111 ,;, .,.., , , ,1 , '• ," 1 fa 
the •weight of mnnuscnpt t\ irtrncc ir. its favc,ur is ciiffirull to interpret. Thr "c,rd m(·:ins · U'l.l1k( ncss , 't1 'IC'rt net', and, 
if read, the sentence would run l l lnuntl no rn;lll ,hffL·1cncc ot C\1ilur,•,' n,lmdy 1 bet\\cen the Jl.ik~1 m1.an .in~ l J:} pha!l 
Jc\,s, \,ith ,l t!cpreci.1torr 1<.:fo1t·n, c ,1 the l.lUtr. lnit tlu , , 1. r,t 11,1,;n \c: ........ l ., m III t I 1 •• , 
ticl,111,101,,J.1 as cqmv.dent to ,i,f11w1i,..,,,.,, 'Lup)·' r,r 'he uk',, I'·,\ \ , J111 k ,,1 rti, ~·n.dl It ~n • ', l: \ • -1 

no small instruction·; but il i,i; best to ,1.df)pt, \\ 1th Snu·n1I, th•· read n~ ,;ct,,,,,µ, 1, in ~p11,. vf ~ t. rt4 r :ittr,tat1on . 
.affo:rds an excellent ~Cn$e ,,h11 h lurmoruzc~ .1din1r.,hly \, 1th the t.: 1nt1.:xt. the youn "er Su.&ch tm.: ln.rgr opp< nun11 ,.., 
in I gypt fur anstrun111n ~n the \\IS~om nt tl.c Su1l <'... .\.., n ;\', r t.i1u .. ,1, ,;,111 b"'' > t th I ) 1 , i 11 
were 1he ccn1res wherti such ir,s1ruclion was gi\'rn, en. J·h,,o. J it, ,lf,,,. i1. 16 • '~ ,r what uc 1hc Jc,.,sl-, pr )'tr· 
house5 in the ciucs ,,the. r th.,n pl,h c; ~ cil m ... trui.lJun. ,i111l \\t,J,uu., .i..u1t,11. 11 ,hh-r.1.tum, ,ml 11,..htt-,·U•nt ... n JU• I) 
hohncs~. in ~hort. in t:\tr)' virtue \\oh;ch reco,.:n:,t:;; .u d 1~4,.:<0 pts l;oth lmman ,11d J1\ ir.e ~ k.M.l: t ""' • In 1· • ..-r i ~ ,..t. 
Phi lo ( /J,· ... \',j,/t'J/. ii. :~:?) S,t)'S: • The l1~tl'rlCIS Sit Ill pt·rh Ct f "" I .rnd .d,sPl11•1• ... _~11.1:t ~ ... t ,l~t 1 'r .Jr I lm,.: lll •1 C ,t 
excellent docuanes. I or here <inc of 1he mo<l c,pcricncccl p111s forth tl,r mo,, pcrtect a11d mos• u~cful tc, hang b)' 
which human life can be adorned in the mos1 he iu11ful w~)·.' 

l7, love-labour. cf>,>..(mMim·, R. \". 1 tr.1\·,111 '. 
18. ~leeplcss cnre. ,;..,1,v~ni11, c.·p. xxxi. 1 te:'r '.\x'.\1\ 1\ )U,\111. :6ff. 

;n the interval i.e., J:-o. :,,U,.~~t~htl .1bi)H', 111 du.· rntc:1\.,1 bt•t,\lt'U du." yr.,rs I j.! 11b l .t. 
19. for them Alto ••• sojourning. i.1 •. f,,r th11:!c ,\lnu.Lt..l 111 1he I 11 pt~ ut~. 1 h1..: \\otd r:..1,w:1c,,, .;; U5l"•1 _! ,1 Su 1 1ru 

i~ !l. slmnge land, as in Acls ,ii, 17, t Pct. i. 17; ~n 11;.n the ,rrb ~nd .1dJCCll\l', I' g. Luk1 u1,·. Ill, Acrs rn. 6, I l'rt. 
ii. 11, &c., ,1od frequcn1ly in the Scptuagin1 .rn,I in l'hal ·· 

I. 1 IV 10. 1 he gcneml 1hen1c of 1his sc uon is \\ ,sdom rc;:.mlc.J .,o; the fc.,r of I od 1n us ,11nous rcbuons. 
The sub,~c1ions arc ind1c.1ttd by(,,), (6), (d, &c. 

{a) I. 1- 10. 
I. 1 wisdom. See lntrod. § 9. iii. 

cometh from the Lord. Cp. J.,,. i. 5. 
And is with Hin, for ever. l!. 1 ct 1..urn i111l ruit ~cn1pt.:1 rt c ... t .,nte ,IC\ m •. l p. Jut.> ,11 11, Pro\·. \·iii.~: :, 

30, Wisd. vii. i6, John i. 1. :. , . . ... • •• 
:. The sand of t be sen!!. Cp. C,en. "~"· 1:, 1 :-am.""·,. Is. h'"" .,. 

t he d ro ps of rain. Cp. Jub "'-VI. :7 (Sept.I. 
the days of eternity. o?ii,· '""~ inthcl1. J. ' lheJ.\l~ ,,1,hl'hp, (' ._.:,( .... 1.hfo.y1.but1cordrn;h)'hel1ti:1 
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SIRACI--1 1. 3-10 

G 3 The height of the heaven, and the breadth of the earth, 
And the dcep•,- who can trace (them) out? 

4 Before them all was Wisdom created, 
And prudent insight from everla~ting.b 

6 The root of \\'isdom, to whom hath it been revealed? 
c An<l her subtle thou~hts, who hath known them ? 0 J 

8 • Ont> there is 1, great Ir to be feared•, 
The Lord• ,illing upon I lis throne; 

9 He himself created her, and saw, and numbered her, 
And poured her out upon all II1s works, 

1 0 Upon all flesh hjn mcasureb, 
Hut without measure doth 11.: grnnt her to them that love I Iim.1 

A +'and wisdom ~ > S l!. h 248 Syro-1 lex 1!, Sali + i• 5 ' f hc source of Wisdom is the word of God 
i11 tht' l,ci~h1, and her wa~s are etcrn.il t·ommandmcni,' ,_,,>Arm cl Srnral (11rst, • (110/ 1~8) Syro-Ilcx 
l!. ".d1 ,1,/,/ th, _1,,1;,.;1'111,, ,/,,11/./.1 ( =;. ; ) : T o whom hath th~ undcr~tanding- of \\'isdom hctn ma111fcsted, anJ 
wl,., 11.1111 r,·.1li1<·d the '"'·11th of her cxpcri,•nce ?' u •'One (tlll'rc is) who hath d:>mmion over all her t reasure,' 
!i:: ·\r r +'11ho is "i,c' e;; r e;; ((Xt B)J,f,ur.< /hit in lh,fi,l/ou•111g d,11m h-bJ.,t. •according to llis 
i,:if· ' i J,, cm sii·n (no/ : 1 K) Sno· I le\•+' The lo\'e of the Lord Is glorious wisdom : I le imparts it to those 

1:,:1~e the C\prr,)ton 111tan) (cp. \\ir. 91 the time ctmul to come. In l{;1bbin1cal lttcratu1c D?ii: (Kr.)V) 1s generally 
us,·d of this world or the ne>.t, cp. C-ll'· Clt11/li11 44 b (T. R. l: N:J:'1 o',,v ;i),i c\.1)1 (' this world :Ind 1he world to come'); 
th,iu~h tl11S i, not al,1.1ys so; 1n /l,·r,d:hnl/1 ix. 5 (\lishnah), for example, the word is used in reference to the 
ckrnal past 

who can number. Cp. <•. 9. 
3. Tne height of the heaven. Cp. Ps. ciii. 11. 

the breadth of t he earth. CJ,. Ps. xi>.. 4. 
the deep. .~ 1,,1t7o< - Ci.ir;i the subterranean "'lters; cp. the phrase, 'the wntcrs under the earth' ( l>eut. , .. 8). 

• It must l,c remembered that to the llcbrews the earth"·" not a J.irgc globe, rc,·ol,mg through space round the sun, 
but a rdati,dy small flat surface, in shape approx11n:uely round. supported p,1rll>·, as it seemed, by the encircling sea 
out or \\h1ch 1t rose. but resting more p.1111cularly upon a huge abyss of waters underneath .•. (Driver, (,'ousis, p. 8). 
Cf. the Greek '11,mu,,i~. 

who can trace lthem) out. Cp. Hiii. ~. Rom. xi. 33. 
4 Before them all .. \\ isdnm" 1dcn111icd with tlw Law both b)' Ben-Sira l>ee i. ,6, X\'. 1, ,xi. 11, xxiv. 23, 

xxxi•. 8• and by the Hahbis; cp., in""" of this, the M1dr,1,h l/rraltlth Rt16b<1, §8, \\htr<· among the comments on 
l ,en ,. 26 11 ,s s,1id: •. \ccording to R. Simeon ben L.,qish the Tor.1h w3s in existence 2000 )'ears before the er ation o! 
tin· world': the same 1s s:11d in the '.\1idr~hh Pou;la 109a. Lp. Prov ,111. :!:2:-30. 

prudent insight. ni.a.·ur1r q1,0111>TfWf; in Job xx.\·ili. 20 t1lJ1trrn· (-. ii: 'J) is also used as a S)nonym for \\ 1sdom. 
Tl,e .td 11110n nr <J,1, .. 1·~"''"'' here seems 11nnc, e,,..1ry (l,111 cp. l'ro,·. , 111. 121; S 'And firm faithfulne•s from of old', 
rradmi:; perhaps "1;1.,:,:: (' faithfulness'), for which e:i apparently read i"lllJn (' understanding 'J. Aftn this r·. n number 
c,f rnrsi,·cs. indmling ~48, .1dd t•. 5, see c:rit. note, 11ith it cp. \\'isd. ix. 17, Har. iii. 11, tz. The ,·erse i, a later 
inscrtwn, .tddcd prohabl)' to explain ho" it wa, that \\ isdom existed before all thini:;s, Hart (p. 285, note) tlunks 
it is a J•har, ,aic doublt,t to 1. 4. 

f,. root. The ,ourcc, not the orii;'in, of \\ isdom, cp. "', 20 and Job ,ix. 28. 
her subtle thoughts. The <,reek "ord occ:urs a;:ain in xiii. 18, where the corresponding Hebrew is 0 " )1"1)11:! 

in rder<ncc to hidden thou.;hts of the heart , the e\act lorm is not used 1n the O.T., but o•,;1,;; occur, m Pro, xiv. 18 
..t prudent men·. This clause 1s wanuni: 1n Ann. On the double1 to this verse (- 1•. 7) se,· critical note. 

, . One there i5. C:p. xii 11. 29: the words • To fear the Lord is the beginning o r "isdom' (,·. 14, l'rO\'. "· 10, 
xw1 21 l's. c" 10) n1ust be understood in the Jii:ht of this • wisdom and a\\c-inspiring might are correlati,c ideas 
lcp ;.mend II lo .J. 

The Lord. ::.cc nitical note. 
billing upon • • . Cp. l's. ~lvii. 8 (9 in I lebr.j, J , i. t 

~ saw. Cp. Pro, nu. 22, 1 Cor. ii. 7. 
numbered. Cµ. ·, 2, Job xx, 11i z7. l!.. adds' l!t mens us est'. 
poured her out. /E•t"•, cp.Acts i1.17/I'. (Joel 11.z811'.1, where the same word ,s used of the pouring-out of 

1 l,e Spirit upon all Ac,h. In l!mrl.lu>lh 5i; b (T. B.) occur the words; 'lllcsscd art Thou, 0 Lord our God, Kmg of the 
Lni,·c c "ho ha·,• imparted or ' I h)' \\isdorn to !lesh and blood.' In \\' isd. i, 4-7 thc Holy Spmt is ido,ntificd wi.~~ 
\\ 1sdom; th,s is nl>o the case in Rabbinical lltera1ure, e.g. in the Midrash Crrtshilh Rubba (~ lu.v, to Gen. xxxvm. 
zr, 111 -- 1d that 1h1 liutr spmt \\,1s p1tscn1 m the Judgement-hall or ::,olomon when he d1spl,1~ed 111, ,dsdom. the 
relcrcnc'° ~ ·.-•n i~ to 1 Kings iii. 27. 

t~ Upon a ll fte,h. ... Th.11 Gentile rulers ,nro, believed to ha,·e some share of\\'isdo:n is seen from Prov. ,·iii. 
i 5, 16. 

in measure . . «11-r-(1 'r~ .. b,ncv nhnf, cp. x,xii 10 (- (i :"1:xxv. 12), ....-u,Jno:,; and wuh the whoJc ,,. cp. Prov. iii 
13-17, 'lS illustratw,.: the richness and pleasantness of tbe gift or Wisdom. . 

t o them that love Him. 1.c. the Jc"ish people; a par11culans11c note, charac1eris11c of the book gcncrall>•.: 1.n 
the l.1t<r J1 al,l,m1 ~I hter.,turc th1S 1s, or course, sull more emphasized; sec c. i:;. !}Md11s/1111 490 (T. U.), where 1t 1s 
~aid, 'Ten me,, ,ures .,r \\ is<lom came clown from lie,1ven, and nine of them fell 10 the lot of the Holy Land' (,1uo1c<l 
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S IRAC II J. 11 - 1 i 

(b) I. I 1-:0 . Th,· r,.,,,. flj th( f ,,,d iJ· t lu IYllf 11 ·1sd,>111 I= .I+ z + ; + ; + I d i,tid1•1. 

S 11 T he fear of the Lord is glory and exultatio n, 
A nd kg ladncss, and a crown of rcjoicingk. 

r ~ The fear of the L ord d elig htcth the heart. 
HAnd giveth g ladncsskk, llnd JO}', an<l 11cngt l1 of d.lp;'. 

13 \\ h.oso feMeth the l.o rd , it , hall J!o well with him at the last 
And in the day of J1is death he shall '"be blcssedm. ' 

1-1 • T o fear0 the L ord 0 is the bc~inning of Wisd,Jm 
And with the faithful •was she created• in the womb•. 

~ •ii '\\'llh faithful men,~ ,he, :ind ~hL h,ll h licrn c,1,d,li,hl'd fru111 ctt 111it\· · . 
JI I And with their seed sh:ill she continue'. · 
5 16 T o fc.:ar t he Lord is the fu llness" o f \\'isdom, 

And she satiateth men with ' he1 fruits. 
Ii She filleth a ll her house with "pleasant things", 

And her garne rs \\ ilh her p ru<luc •. 

to whotn 1 le ap1x·;u:-.. m rn,kr lkll tl,n m.t\ 1 'i.·111 l I 11111' l!. ,.1 .'r tit, ,,/1,, : . 2 1. s. ~ ( • r::t,·rtl, r:·l""!n,-M-, 
:ind jor, :rnrl lcni;th of dny, ·. t1!.!.-d _(,av: t'. ·111• u.-kk ;,, 2;;.l f ~)'fO~lfex 1-1 • ricrnal hfc'; tu o, urmu 
(11,•/ 2 18) S,-ro I lex ' +• T he fe.u of th,· Lord 1s :I J."'I l from 1h·· I.or,! for ll vts ,men upnn 1•alh9 of lo,e' 
111

'" fiau.li:r.tc<' ' Il n-1o•Tl,ef,:ird I .S l!. o( , <>11 H I C•>.S •t+'ofthtirm<1I r £ •·•S, "' · 
tl:t Jtxl i:/ 11:i fr l• oh,1/,{,· ro 111f'I; ~ . c '"/' 111,.,N, 1111111dtd. 1:,0,Jm, '" .\,,.md ',\mo1 , f.1i1liful men ha~I; 
~ht" l>et'n e,1:1ulishc<l ((i •· ucsre,I hrrsdl' ) i, .. 111 t"l<"rm , L : .\ /' ,/<1!, 1 ,i: /ht , ,,d,11 / ~ .,ha l sh<- be 
k1J in trU'lt,' 11 dur la a 1111's1111d,, t/,111d11~ .. ,y fl/ ll1tj· ht ,j j~:-itr,, .. , 111, h -:, JJ mes/ h(r ·) th :t , ~ ,J . ... tlu / ltllrn1· 
l!. ,1,/ds ,wn/1,, •r , 11 lur/J is a , ,11,l,m,1/Jou ,,/ 1~· 1 1 1 ~ u 'bri:;111n1ng ~ • + tht" mul111ude of' £ 
~-• '\\1Srlom .S, from gc11nal1ons (of old)' lJ. • lrNsurcs • lJ.; + • \11d I,; th '•.e ""fior nf tlu J ord and 

in JI . \ii. 538 ,1). For tht addition to ti, s: <c,, criucnl no,... l he first •laL ,, of this 3dG.uon (.,,.~""'' .. ,. .. , ;,ioco, 
ao•p;n) 1s quoted in lhc antholon d ,\ntomus and )laximus I He I Ian. p. l6~ I. • 

1!1 l.11-20. 
11 . The fear of the L ord. A\ frc11u, nt'y ,n the 0. T, 1h1 conno!cs in 1hr \\ ndom of l\en·Sor,1 1rue flit!)'; the 

Law has for its object th,.. 1nsull ini; ol le,1r 1n !he hC,Ul$ of the l,rtd1·~s (cp. l>oJl I\" to, As cmblc \'c •ht: pc pie, 
and 1 w11l m;1kc them he.tr ~ly wore,, that they Ill.I) learn to fear \le all thr d.,ys Jh.11 they live Uf"ln 1hc canh ,rid 
therefore 1he C>hsen·,mre r,f thc l:iw, "h ch 1s 1hc nia"1I, ,ta11on ol ,11\mc \\ ,sdom, 1s tt.e ,!!Ihle r ool ti ~11hc lear ul 
1h, Lord , in the hr>rt of., man {cp. h. n,. 101. 

1~. J. l. Lnngs "ith It. 
exultation. 1,;11l,'{qµa, cp. x. =~ l..,rk' 
a crown of rejoicing. lp :·. 18, ,1. 31. ~v 6. I rov. ". 9. 

1:. delightelh lhe he>a rt. lp. J'ro,. H\11 9 Sept. 
le ngt h of days Cp. l>,ut ,i. z; 11 1> ch.u:ic1<ris ic d 1hc hook tthr ~.,me lulds cood of I ro,·, sec r •·· 111. :, 

1(,, i•·. 10, ~- 27, 30, 1haL ;men11 ,ii ,, conccmr.ttcrt "" 1h15 hie; th• rrnucrin uf ~ . ·, •ern~ I 11·,· )ht'"s u,r,s1,,u, 
inr1ucncc l or the adchuon to this-: . .-.t·t..: cri1tc,1I note 

13 a t t he lust. ,'rr' t°d'~·•Tw., : the rl'll·rrnre 1s tc:,, tlit end of hft 111 tt "orld 
:!6, '"' he-re tbe ,i;;ame ex pres.: 10n oc(ur:,, the Hehr. cciu1,·,l:tnt is -,....,,x ~t t· .:ilso 

I' ;:i, ,1 the .\SI rf his d.l)S', In I . 

he bh al l be blessed. Lp. 1 l l,,on. x.x. ~8. • .\nd he d1ec r ~ ~ ~ old ~, 
t he reading of II.' he shall tint! r.m • IS due ,1ppartntly to Lhr "n ,nrlucncc 

q T o fear t he Lord. (p. I, ·, 10, l'rm. i. ;, ,x. 10. ~x,111. :8. 

,, lroI ,· 11,\\ :i1 17 
f,. I ll dJ.)"S r, he,. a'1d h noL '; 

lhe beginning. n,•.\:~ ( :·N, ,, mr.1ns cllhtr the s1arung-pomt ,.f ., th,ni:, as r f: m ,.-.14 or the most ,mponant 
part of r;;omcthlnri, a) e.g. j n xx. ~-: 11 ).\X:"<. 2ft. (Ir the c ::.enn· of .1. 1hmg, 1. c. • s best part, ;111n XI. ] : m the p.anagc 
before us th, m ca.n1n~ ,~ chat the (cir o( the ord 1s ihc , tartuw-pornt .1s wcJI as the csstncc ol tr c \\ 1sdom. 

the faithful. o•,•;~;, 1q1, j'1K •;,:~; I ci,( i:l'.,.">P. 1hc ni;ht•ou '1,p. lo',"" 9). 
was she created in the ,,•omb. T c la1cr ,." ,,o rinc nf the )"o,r ,~ 1

1 thc bi.as to"ards good·, "''a.s 
ha.scd on pas.-.:\;1s like 1h1 p.<,cn \·.i. . ., ,\n u,t,•rt!ii. · .b p ... ~seoccurs1n.,\tl,,111J326rr B.),"·hcrc 1nd1scus:. 
in~ Lhc 1>ar-,1lih.: m l·.,, .. -... 1,. 1.;, 15, 11 i-. .u, lh H iht puur" \ iu.111 \\!1 h\ \\I l••m 1..!t.11c.1C"d tl1f" Cit) mc..1.t! t), 
J • •.• ,,.,. /1.1/11 • fur he tli·liH·n·d ll.t uty tlirm1J:h 111s "~"':1in1. nan~u~. 11 pt·u~ :'· ,1.• u. I ;:1\1~1 \'llfk~ • ••ct' \\ ~l,\:r. jJ.l1 1h 

1/uoloJ;i,. p. 21; ; W isdom is 1hus id, n1i11ed with the Y,:o I~. "h,ch is 111,plant<d in man \\ hen he ts crcatrd (sec 
the ~ltd rash, Rtmu/6.11 ,.,.,,bb,11 * ~2 ,, 

1 s Sec cnti, J.I note. I ur 1h1,:. and us ,1dd1t1on, as found 1n L , sec Herl.rnnc. pp. 46 49. • • 
W ith fa ithful men ... . ~ni<·111f on t lli· I,,~::- 11t ::. u:·~,~ \\ 1:h 11ua. !1 1•1oh.tt-,ili1) ti .~ the on,.rn:a.1 lld,rrn r.a~ 

i'"'l:'~n c,,;•: N'11 n-:~ ·::·:K Ll,' , · _\ 111c,i1~ m<'n .. : truth h.lth ht• hnn e:i>t.1hli:t-htd tor t·H·r." 1.t lh•m, fold 
' shall she continue. So critical note. l p. 1.-. 16, x,iv. 7-49. . . .. 
16. salia t eth . ~,t1,a~«. 1,1. • nro,icatos •, cp. ,,u11. 13 ( 6 xu,. 13'. f a. '"· 11. x.x11.; (Sept.). 

her fruits. Cp. f'ro~. viii. 1 1, xi. 30. 
17 She fllll!th all her hou5t< . . Cp Pro,. x. t-~. J'or the addiuon 10 tl111 t. see cntii:al note 
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S!Rt\C II 1. 18-25 

18 The crown> of Wisdom is the fear of the Lord, 
• And increaseth peace and •life and health••. 

19 bShe 1s a s t rong staff and a gloiious stay\ 
And •cverla,ting honour to• them that hold her fast. 

20 To fear the Lord is •the root of \Visdomd, 
And her branches arc length of clays•. 

/,·) L !1 1o. //"udcJm is sl1cJ;,•11 fi,, t/, /1;• t/1,• t'.l"t"rciu f>( /'llfimrr, self·rf'11fn>!, nm! h11111ilit;• 
( = 3 + 3 + 3 + 2 d ist ichs). 

~2 ,l>Unrighteous wrath 1' cannot be justified, 
f'or the wrath• o f his a nger (will prove) h is ruin. 

23 He that is patient ~controlleth himself• until the (proper) time, 
And afterward~ joy springcth up for him. 

24 He suppres,cth his words until the (proper ) time, 
Anti (then) ,hall the lips of many• tell forth his understanding. 

21 In t he treasures of \Visdom (there are) wise proverbs'. 
But go<llines~ i~ an abomination tn ,inner,•. 

w:,J, m 1 are gifts of Cod unto peare' ;o 248 , 'beisinmng' S •·• So $; e:; lt'l. • :\laking peare and 
health ol cure to flourish'; +'I le incrca,eth glor) ing to them th,ll lO\'C him' 2 18 a-• N•·• • hfo eternal' (o""""' 
/" ,a.,, .. ,) h h Sn S; B NA C r,,1d: 'He both ,-aw and numbered her ( > 2 18 Z,H SJro-llex Sah); he ramed 
down skill ancl kno" ledi:e of understanding' c-o & /,J. 'exalted the honour of' d-d • eternal hfe' S 
~ ; o 241< 2.iJ S1·ro-llcx• ,,d,I t1·d/1 sh~/,/ mna/11111,:. 2 1 . 'The fear or the Lord dn"elh aw:\y ~in~· and he "ho 
ah1dc1h 1h,·rcm will averl all ,1ra1h ; +• In the, treasures of \\'is<lom is understanding and reverence of 
I.no\\ ledge; but Wisdom is a curse to sinners• ;$ 

• S h<1s 11,p!ti,, n/"t•:•. 2,-, 7 hvd:•r d,'.,tuhs uh.rh differ nlm~sf mfialy/rom e;; ; iflh,y ,iur frn11.1/,1/rd/rom 
JJ·br 71', ;,hirh I .\ fr >b,1/,/t, fh11 /-,/1mg /,> ti /11/1r /f( fll<WII •:/Jl ,mrf 11,f /O //,( orig11111/f,rm: fh1,• JIii/ fl.f falfvzt•S ·-

Blcssecl 1s the man who meditatelh therein, H ear me, ye "ho fear God, 
For \\'i~om 1s betl<'r to him than all ue.1'urcs I lc~rken unto, and mark. my words! 

Bles~ed " the man "ho dra"c1h nigh thereto. lie "ho will inherit life, 
.\ 11<! who oc,up1e1h himself" ilh her commandment~. \s an Nemal heritage and a ~reat joy-

She prepart1h (for) him ·.rn eternal cro" n. llc,irhn unto all my words and ,lo them, 
Ami t·tcrnal righteousness among the hoh ones, \n,I thou shalt be mscnbed in the book of lifo 

lie rejoiceth over her. and she rcjoiceth over bim, Lon the fe:ir of the Lord, 
,\ nd she reject,·th him not to all elcrnil)'. \nd stablish thine heart therein, so ,halt thc,u h.wc 

'J l,e an.;ds of God rejoice o,·cr him, naughl lo fear. 
,\n<l tell forth all tlic glory of the Lord. Draw ni~h unto her, and be not weary, 

T his "hole hook i~ full of life, So ,hal1 thou fmd hfe for th} ,p,ri1; 
Hle.<sed i, the man who helrkencth thereunto nnd .\ nd when thou drawest nigh. 

d0c1h accordmg unto ii' Do ii as a hero and a~ a m,~hty one. 

Thr Int •I JL III lllf ., 1·,·. is lorgtlr corrupt b-b • \ ,Ha·hful man' iO 248 •5.1 S)'ro-1 le'< < s,. N• 1L ; 
ail Mhn (jk. .11/S.'\. 111r/111/111g ~ r,& rr.11/ 'S1•ny' d-.1 .\n V 24!1 2;;3 ov,~mu ( e:: iL); 6 ov/J,frTa,, 'endur~s'; 
th, smu ,: mwh flu .<o1mt 111 (l/h,r rnu e' of faithful (men)' BC r ph,r. 111 N iO 248 253 S Syro-Hex; 

18. The crown of wi,dom. Cp. xn. 6, Prov. xii . .f, "'"· 31. x\'il. 6. For 1bc addition to lhis '<'. see critical note. 
u,. s,., ntwal note. The rcndcrmg <>115" a panial rcpe1it1on of v. 9, and is evidently out of place here. 
20. Just a, the fear of the Lnrd is the root, 1. c. the ,cry es,cnre of \\ isdom, so docs it also bnng forth the most 

rlPsirablc frun, ,·1Z. r rolon~ed hfo. .\gain the thought of rn,nrd hrrcnftcr for a godly life is quite absent. J'or the 
addwon to th1~ 1,. ( ~ T '. 21, see critical note. 

(<) I. 22-30. 
2,. ri,c .,•oru1,tn,·ss ,<i1h which this .,nd the following;·,·. arc iniroduccc.l. suggests that possibly something_has r.,llen 

om l,cl\,e1 n 1h1> ;ind 1hc rreceding section. Tl11s app<'ars 1he more probable on account of 1he lorm of;::, and _the 
siatc of the text of l!, 1f.Ce critical note, and cp. further Herkenne m foe.). f'urther, t he later addition of •·· 2 t points. 
tn tht"' de.,1re nt a )..;1o~ 'ltor to !!mnnth O\"Cr the roughness of the p~ssage. 

wra th. Roadm1, "l')'I "i1h N• ( 1L iracund,al, cp. xiv. 19, mstead oC ~""'I of all other \I SS. of i!i. 
z;. until the proper, ~ime. ,.e. u11t1l 1he 111ne ,~ pa,1 dunni: which the c<ercisc uf self-control was rolled forth. 

~pringeth up. 1iM~""'" a word u~ed in the Bible el~cwhere only m Acts xxi11. 33, of a letter being deli\'ered to 
a ruler 

24 t he lipll of many . . . Cp. n,h. 9. 
zs. godliness. f1,o,m1uu, • the fear of Cnd • - \\'isdom. The word docs not occur elsew•herc in this book. In 

Joh xx, 11i. 18 ,~,:<: ntr•f"r 1~ tran,latcll o,n,,t:3,rn in the Sept., cp. Pro,·. 1. 29. For the idcntiricat1on heH,een the fear of 
God and Wisdom· cp. l'irl/~ Al>,,tlt iii. ~6 · · No wisdom, no fear (of Goel); no fear (of God), no wisdom.' 

1'l0 



'-IR,\CI I 1. 26-2 .. , 

g ,6 H l hou desire \\' jqdom, keep the comm~ndmenl~h, 
And the Lord wil l give her fm:ly unto thec. 

.s 

3i For the fear of the Loni ,~ "i,dom .ind inst rue I ion, 
And f.1ilh and merknc,~ .1rc 'wdl-p!c.1~ing unl<l Him•• 

28 My son 1, d isobey not "' the fear of the l.01<1• 
i\nd approach it not \\1th a double Jwart. 

29 B«- not a hypocrite ill tht ,ig-ht of ~men, 
And take goo<l heed to thy lips. 

30 Exalt not thpelf le~t thou fat!, 
And bring d isi:racC' upon thrsdfr, 

And the Lord r<'\'eal·• t hy hidden (thoughtsl, 
/\nd ca~t thee down in the midst of th<·a~scmhlr, 

Jlccau~e thou camc~t not ' unto the fc:ir nf the LCtrd 
A nd thy hc;ir t \lilS fut! of deceit'. ' 

(d) IL I -6. 011 Ft1itltf11/11cH t,, r:od ,111,I A'n~1;11ati<m '" lf1s ll'ill ( = .1 + 1 t!i,tichs). 

2 r ·~ly ~on, \\hen thou comest ''to ,crl't b 1he Lord, 
l'repart·• thy soul for tcmptatic,n. 

: • dSct thy heart a rightd and t ndu,c lirml\·. 
J\nd 1 be not fearful' in time oi cahm,tr•. 

3 Cleave unto H imR, and h(c t Il im nc,t g,,b, 
• T hat tho u mayst be wise in thy w,1}, • 

111 1!, t'. 2;;,falltnn , . 20 /'/111· w ;o >.il '-1ro-1£0 l!., ~,1,,,u.,,, s11, I> 'ju. ,re· 11, 1 I /11 'Iii, g<'< I 
ple:i.sur,' k +',rnd Ile tillcth II" 1r,,1,1m·, ( tl1 •1c\\Ul,) 0 l!. \, $ m•t,,,, ol unbc,hr, "" (rn) I( t. 
1 +' " hen thou a rl Ill nt,·<l 70 q8 i;;: :-no 11, ~ ·-• So :,; 1 $ :',ire flex 1!.; e'i '111 th, mouth< of' (, 1d111r 
'!::l 111s!t,td,f •:1::J) r/.1/_ tl.f"·ul' ·t+'all ;0:41!:,;;:,.i,n· ll ,x -+'1111rutl, 218i·,1"1ro-llex. 
' Becau,,.. thou 11i1l,t draw ni~h un10 the l.11rol ";,i, , ,·,1 mt, nt ,mahgncl l!. • gmlt· uul de «l' t. 
ft 2 .f 8 U/.1 ··rfr ,1,, li//1 : • l ·onu:rning- 1·r11Ju1 .tnca. l .}, Iii (t,,r ,,, • s; ad stn·lfu c-m clt'l l. (. I hou \\ all 
del,,·cr $ ,hi I lumhle th\' h,·.11 iL • > S H (; /,/ h:i,re ,,c,t' • · 1,., l '!. b-t. ., .S; 
' depart not {from 11,m)' \Ii · 1• l,c, ii, , , ,, :: fl- rf, ,, , 11 ,~ Ilise~ n: l k .\' .$; 'I h t ti cu ma) be 
in,r.:a,ed (N • ~nd 11 ~1,all he inrrc ,,, ,! ') l thy 1;ut , , nd' (.j • ·1 ku I"· life ma) ,nne 1s,, a rhc las: t. 

z6. If thou desire .• Cp. j,1,. i, s; .11,o //tmNintlt 58/, 11' 11.l • hlessed ,trt Thou, U l.or<l <'Ur l,<><I, !..mi: nf 
the Unherse, \\ho ha ... t anlp;trtl·d ,,r rlt)' \\'1,Jom to 1lesh .,n<l btrocl.' ·1 her. t_,,eforc u~ offer .1 cood • xur...,lc of 1h 
romLmation or i:racc nnd r,tc-" ,11. 

:7 . .•. 1s wisdom and instruction . CJ>, l'ro,. xv. 31, \\hich tl"U t h:ne lJren ,n the mmd nf l'tn w, t 
faith and meekness. l p. xlv. 4, \\ here thl' !.,nm.: \\Ord'.) C1CCl1r 10~\.lhcr 1nd 1t e ti c:br t - :;~., -?"=~ 1n 1Le 

mr:1rung of' fanh see Li~htfoot ,dmirahle n,ue 1n hh &,1l<tl:a11r, pp. 15.; rt. 

28. n double heart. (p. l's. xii. 3, c."1 J\ 11ul J.,s. ,. 8, ,,. 8, ,;,,,, 1,,J,, \"'; "r ~ ::n c I nocti xc, ~ , <. rlr, 
' Draw not nigh to uprightne ,s "ilh a double hl.'ar1, .,.,(I as nrLHt nnt \\ 1th those or. dm.,, Ht" hc!'lrt.' 

:.9. Be not a hypocrite. l"p. :'tx,ii. (\l"'i x\x\· J 1 ;, X:\,i11. tii ,:xx\l.) !. 

30. Exalt not thyself. .. 1·p. /- 111<111 1 J ,1 ( T. II. • • lie 11 ho h•1mblrs hnnelf, him \\tll ( d ex h: 1'e 11ho cu: s 
hini,,df, him will C.od humble• 

in the ntidst of the assembly. Cp. iv. 7, ,i,. 7, x:<111. :.1 xii.,~. ,l.i. 11, I'°"· v. q, 
full of c'cceit. Cp. ,i· ~6. 

(,() II 1-6. 
11 I. 248 h.-1s :1~ tit le to this crcti"n 11,pi. rrnunl-~\. 

My ,on. In the \\ i ,dnm-Lnerature this ioth~ rcgul~r mo 1,- of aJJre~s '" rup,ls rp., 11 3; I "'' ,i. 1. ,u 1, &c, &c. 
The plural is also u~cd at times; cp. x,xis:. 1 J; 11rr,v. 1\' .. l. 

P repare thy soul . . l p. ,hv. iod; l;ro,·. 111. 1 1, 1: ; Heb. xii.;, 13 and. rsp<c !Ir Jas. ,. :- 4 1 '· 
~. Set thy heart a right. {. p. xuqi. 1 s; Ps. l'Oiii. (Sept. lxx, 11.l 8 I lcbr J ~ (some ~!SS i'l '1) ·•:::,. . 

iendure firmly. ,mP"',-,,'1"•w, cp. Joh ii. 9 µ•H" rou~ •••P"'P',"'"· wl., re the tlcbr. 1-js i r-p.ri,:: - ,-~ 1il1 (' )Jost 
thou still hold fast thine intcgrily ''). cp. H,·b. " · 2,. 

be not fearful wl a'1Ttlcrr,n cp. t Sam. '<~\111. :1 «ni. ,:~o 011 fu,r11"(1',v t1tf>,;aptr, ,\he,~ the Hr:hr. has N"'r, 
,No ~.~:Jr".:> 11 ~,nd sht ,,\W th,ll h~ .\ OH i!ri·;•tl~ .ttr.ud • ! qt. 1 ·ru\ \\\ •1, .o. rtu .. nu. 10111;. tht t("!on. ·~ 11111 ! • II i: .. 

not ( i . e. to forsnke the l.ord> 111 the t1mr nf .-.d.1111i1y' (l{r~ ... t·I,. htll th.at ,1~ i-,, not tu hr ,fr:ud ho,1("\,c.'r mu, h ,ur" 1r,t 

rircumstances may be a~"'"'! him a~ a result nf ~•·n·ing the I ord. . • . 
calamity. /,rn;.i)''j· In.• that " l11d1 1s hrcu.1~111 1q,, ,n ' . t ro.,n l,y ( ,·•ll: th<" \\:1\r1t ,,. oflt-n used rn th~ •.~i,k r. ,. 

iii. 28, v. 8, x. 1 3, niii. 11, &c. T his is one /onn of 1empt;i110n. or 'trymi; ·, for "h1ch a m"n mu11 pn.-p~rc his S<>ul. 
3. C leave unto Hint Cp. Deut. x. 20 ,rpoc o,,:,, <•U.~tl, .. ,. Hehr. i'.'::!"11 1::i. 

let Him not go. Cp. l'rov. "" 13 ; Cnnt. iii. 4, ~ . • . • 
That thou mayst.. . It h proh:thlf· th.at ho1h r. and.::: h:t\(' r rt.unlf't1 p H t, pf die 1\r1~111.1l. \\Tuch \\.U ,rry 

likel)• n quotation from P ro,. xix. 2 0 ~. • That thou mayest be wise m t hy t,un encl.' 
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S lRACH 2. 4-1 2 

e'i 4 Accept I whatsoever is brought upon lhcc, 
:: mAnd be patient in disease and povertym. 
11:i ;; For gold is proved in the lire, 

And men iicceptablc [lo God) in °the furnace of0 affiiction°. 
6 l'ut thy tru,t in Godr, and H e will he lp thee, 

qAnd hop<' 111 H im :rnd I le \\ 111 make straight thy waysq 

Ir} I I. ; I 1. lite B!rssrd11rss "/ J!tose ,t•ho fear the L ord ( = 3 + 3 distichs). 

7 ,1q Ye that fear the Loni, wait for I !is mercy; 
And turn not aside, Jest ye fall. 

R Y e that f..:ar the Lord, put rour tru,t in }J im, 
!: 'lie will not withhold your reward'. 
e:i 9 Ye that fear the Lord, hope for • His benefits', 

And for eternal gladness and mercy' 
10 l.onk al the gencr,1tions of old and sec, 

\Vho cn:r tru,tcd in the L ord, and was put to shame? 
Or who did abide in 11 is foar. and was forsaken ? 

Or \\ho did call upon ll im, and "He did not hear him•? 
1 T 1 or \:ompass1011ate and merciful is the L o rd '", 

• And lie forgivcth ~in~. ancl filVdh in time of affliction•. 

(/) I I. J .:-q. .:I 1/11 ffj,>ld ,<'oe agm11st t/1e faitl1kss ( = 3 di,tichs) 

1 z \\'oe unto fear fuJY hearts and unto •faint hand~', 
And unto the sinner that gocth two ways. 

I + 'ro<lih ;o 048 z,;3 ~FO-llcx •u-rn So S; 1!:i /ti. • .\11,l in the ct,anges ofthJ lmmiliation be enduring'; l!. •Ile 
r11Jurini; 1n p.1i11 and be patient m h11miliat1011 • n-n > C O I.II.• humiliation'; +' in sickncs~ ~nd m po1wl) 
put thy uu,1 in llim · N e.a c5,1 S)ro,fkx r,\, S 1!.: ' 111111' 1$. 'the Lord' 253 q· ~So :53 S SJro-Hex; 
+ 'Olo,n1'C Lit<· fear off ltm, ,rn,i grow old thertm' ll IQ 248 /,,JS lk r,rdcr ef //,1s (111d t!,r two /01/1711,11,g n thus. 
I- 9,; r-r .\o $ ; ' \nd }OU1 rc",ml ,hall not fat!' 6 ,_,,So !: ; good things' 15 ; 'I Jim 1!. ~ +' ror an 
ctern.11 gift w11h jor 1s 111, recompense' N ,. 25.3 SFo-H ex; +' Ye th:it fear the Lord, love Him, amt )OUT hearts 
,hlll he ,,nli,c;hkn<"J' i!. u ,u .~n $ ; • He clcspis <l lnm' e;; 1!. • +, longsuffcrin!( and of !(re.,t pit) ' N°-• 70 248 
~:,.i S, ro-1 In ' ' .\ml 1,, .uetli in 1imc of am" tion. and lwarclh all them that do l Ii, will'~; · And forgl\·eth in 
lime of aOlict,on the ,;ns of all thl'm tl,at ,eek lllm in truth' J1 r 'doub!e' Syro- llex l!. •-• ' abominable 

4, Accept . . . The reference is to adversity or any kind 11h1ch l' rolidencc secs well to send, cp. Job ii. 10, Jas. i. 2. 
be patient . . . Cp. v. 11 : Job " · 11 ; J«<. v. 7, 8. 6 (sec critical note) ht.• in the ch,1ngcs ol th) humilintion '. 

5. gold 1s proved. Cp. Is. >.hiu. 10; l'ro,·. x,11, 3, x1111. =i; \\'1sd, iii. 6; Jas. ,. 12, I l'ci. 1. 7. 
men acceptable. 1.c. because they hal'~ bctn tr ied and purified, cp. l'rov. 111. 10. 

f,. The ,. i, an adapt,llion of I ',. xxX\ii. 3, S cp. l'ro,·. iii. 5, 6. 
fie will help thee. Cp h. xl. 1;. xh,. 1. 
hope in Him. Lp, I',. lxx,. 5. 
He will make straight.. Cp, Prm. iii. 6. 

k IL 7-11 
7 wait for. . • (1>, Judith ,111. 17. 

And tum not... Cp. iv, 19. 
~: lie wit! nol withhold . . . l p. Le,. :.ix. 13; Toh. iv. 14. 
\,, eternal gladness C.p. Is. x""' 10, li. 1 t, lxi. 7. . 
1 • • lhe generations of old. Cp. J•s, "ii. 4, ; . il i,. ol course, 10 1hc Scriptures 1hat P.cn-Sirn is referrmi: 

hi< pupils. · 
. ,rnd was put lo shame. lp, f's, ""ii. =S· ,\pp.ircntly Bcn-S.1ra rcco;:nizcd that the Hook of Job did no, 

re Lon h • tory 
and H~ did not h~nr him. fhc 1cndtnn;; or ;; seem, ,o correspond better" i<h the first paTt of thi~ clause. see 

C'rit. no~·. 
1 t compa~sionate and merciful. Cp. Exod. xx.xii' 6 (Sept.); f's. ciii. 8, cxlv 6. 

forgiveth sins. < I' I ,·iii 3, 4 
and savcth . The c, mpa.,sion :ind mercy of God sa1cs them from the result or sin. 

f/1 II. I q 
1=. fearful hearts C.p, ,,ii. 18 Dcut. xx. 8; z Chron. xiii. 7. 

faint hn.nds. C.p xxv ~3 ; Job iv J; I•. xxn. 3. . 
that goeth two \\'ays (p. 1 K,nh. X\ iii. 21 , Pro,· xxiii. 6, 18 ; Jas. j, 81 h. 8; see note on 1. 25. 
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SIRACH 2. q-3. 1 

S 13 •\Voe unto the faint l1ca rt , for it bclicvcth not• 
Therefore shall it not be ~hcltc11:d. ' 

q \Voe unto you _that have lost your rndmancc\ 
t\nd \\ h,lt will ye do when the Lord v1s,teth you? 

(J!') II. 1:, I ~. / lu C/1(11adtriuirs t>/ lltt>sr w/t() /tn, !hi' l i>rd / = 3 ,t z cli~tichs). 

1:. ' They that fear the Lord d \\Jll 11ot •be disobedirnt to• Jlis \\Ordsd, 
And they that lo\c ll im ,,ill kcrp llis w·1ys'•. 

16 They that fear the Lord w ill s\·ek lits good pleasure, 
And they that lov<; ll 11n •wi!I be filled with• (llis1" Law. 

17 They t hat fcJr the Lord will mak< read} their hc.1115, 
1A nd will humblck their soub bctore llim•: 

18 1[ · L et l" fall into the: hand~ ,,f the LorJ••, 
A nd not into the hands of men, ']1 

F or a5 i~ I Ii~ majesty, so al,o i, I I is mercy, 
! "And as ts 11 is name, ~o al~o are I Ii, wo, ks•. 

tit) I l r. 1 16, 011 J.i/,a/ /)ul)· a,t.l tis R, ,t•a,d ( = ix z +, dist,chs) 

3 1 • llearken. )'<'children. to the judgement of}our f.ithcr•, 
6 A nd do thereafter. '· that ye may bt saved''. 

lip, a11d J,arn,ful I ~ncl l!. ' ' ' Woe uni<' 11 lie:i.rt tl,at h,' ·\Tilt not' .:: • + • 111 (,o,I 1l I, + • "hll I ~,e 
lelt therightwa)',311'1 lta\C urn«Junto<V11\\a1 1L • ;:,,,,;: l ,J•\\Jl ('t'k llis.,~I Jlcaurc' \ 
'W1l111otl,cu11fa11hlultoliod·l!. <<i•J,., ::, l•ccm111.u,l111c .. 'i,c•., ,. '"1IIIM11;:: lo ,,,,ud 
;i1 !:: l!.. ' i · But J,e that fors~ktth I Jim, "1 I, )us <>"n son!'::, + •'J he, ti .tl f<ar tlic I.or<l \I 1..ul' lits 
commanclm'-nrs, anJ ,\ill he p.Hw11t u11t l 11:, , 1-.u .,n. • 1!. * • !',l\ i11g i "'i l; · r1c 11, ' t. -1 ,.., ::: n.1 • t,od • 
248 1!. "" \o S ·11(; >(; l!.. t 'J le l!J.IL fr u<tlt 1;0,I 11ill ,mr, 1,, J , ,,. ·ur, 11ul 111 ~, d .111 ! I il\S<'d 
afltr ltim S fl,,1/ fl,, , ,f, ,,. //,, t, 1 / ,,, 011,:01,1! " / • 1 rl/, ,fir Iii } m 111 JI), //, 114•h ti,,. h • , I mu 
/lei• d ·,, lh, xklnl/, 11, Jtlt //,/,,,;,, 11101..,' //11,r ,1J', vt I; 

A·•,\., 25.1 .i:- Sno-l le\ l!.; ll e~r me )Our f.i.,hcr (I Ill\ d1i1,1r 'l O G; th ,l/t!111 Int ,,,,t •P•»•/ ,,.., ,ini/ 

70 add; •1""'" ,1/1,1 n•ou, /< ll1i• 'Ii /r,Ji.1,s.· I h,• d11l lr,n of \\'ulom , re • sseml>. , of tla ,u,t 1hc,r ,~cl' 1s 
obeni,·ncc rn,I Jm t, I,,;· ti :H" m.11 In, tbe I ,, 11l11cl1 ,. c r 11' 

13. the faint hea rt L)'. 111. :<,. 
for H believeth n ot • • L p. I~. , i, ,,, 

'-I endurance . If th~ rqul\·,,lcnt I kbr, 11.,s :ii~n, 1\ m '"'· :J., : ..I, the " rd should be rath<r hopc' 
1 cxpt:ctation' cp. tbu >., 1. t 31 2: 

visitetb. (1rca•c1rnr·m a pl.i.y l n rr,.urn,d\ntrru in the pa; cdml: 

k• II . 15 18. 
,,. will no t be dis obe die nt . c.,,. \\t.:t; I<, c,. :S,c,·11.11. ~~-"'.:N 1~-::~· ·::i cp. U'1~. JI dlcl>r. 

H is ways. Cp. I'· "iii. z, , ; 
1G. willbefilledwith His La" Lp./'i,v Ab,,1h11.1;. llJ,·ch ... ,-.1 .. e,,.ndbcl>u cd1nthtL."· ft.rah,, 

a nd be lowly in spirit unto e,,,) nun .me! 1( •1M1 1, k31 front tht: t.a", thou \\ 11~ h,l' <. 1d ( rs manr .a amst thtt: .and 
1f thou l.\boure~t 1" the L :1\\, H<. l1,c 1,, IJ h.,lli mu h rt:'\\.Url to g.,c un• > 1Ji, t.' r l)l , ,n h•- c~ !IOn of P1rge f6(1tJ,, 
p. 6g. ~uutc~ frmn .\,1J1ludr:11 103 c1 , l . U. \\ I it H -r 51, tH, l11111~c1r f,,r the $.akt of word ,1f I or t,., an thlS "orld, 
the lloly One. blessed h< lie, 1\III ,.,11.,1, l11m r tla ""'Id t cun,c • 

17. will humble. Cp. 111. JM,, 11. 1· ~1 

Jk. ' f hc lust two line~ 11f th,~:.~. urc pro 1l>l\' not p.\rt nf the c n,.!mal; Cher cor.1,ms ha\e no ronnc·x1on enhcr ~ ·h 
what prercdes or follo\\s. rts oul1s11.1on b) ~ ~mhc:,o•. l p.:: "i:.m. 1:,1\. q, or" h1c1 1t 1s ;'\n .;1cx.\ t qun1at1on. 

For as is H is majesty Ih,, ",d nust he H~d m C"nn,x,un "•tit 17A, 
And as is .. ~(·C en il,tl note 

(/1) 11 J I 16. 
11 1. I. r hc \lord, prefixed b)· l!. (se<• critic ,I note MC, , c.in Ire seen b)' the T I 1tm krm, uf llcban oni:in 

{Brc:it~drncidcr. J li.;1l..1.·111H·.!-J111t·mt1.rht11.::htl11, J'f11h.1 I~ u n1..trq1n .. c.:1,: 1..11,rtlu 1 11 •. tl.ll1ln" ,,I,. .~ 
he long rathtr to 1hc srconc:ur rtcen,.,. ,n of tl,is, HT J ntwd § 3 ( ) ; the "urd< in l!. rnn: 'I 1111 s:1p1cn11ac ccdc,1a 
iustorum, Cl natio 1llorum obocd1<:ntia t l dlltct10.' 

H earken, ye ch,ldrc n . ~ li. h.1H .,., 1dt ntl~ rrl 1111e.:,I 1 !1 nmr, , un~l..l re ·~~!in~ la:n· ~ (t1t:1.-:J! n •, · 
Judgement. -... ~£:t.;9 fnot J"~) t11e r ~ht, or 1hat Ythich j.,. dut. cp. lJc::ut. x,·111 3, x11. i_;; Jct. x:xxu. ;. • • 
that ye may be saved. 11,1 ''"'~'ff''• nut 1:1 tlic t 1111:-li,111 1t:1i,e .~~ par.,µhr.astd l" ::, H1.: ,u11 ,J 11th: Uut

1
m 

rcftnncc tu prusµ\'rit)· in thi~ ,,nrltl ttp. 1>,·ut ,·. at,1. ,,11"(,,~~,u ... of:~~ uwd 111 the !'_,pt...,., tht" U(Ut'"lu~: ot thr lie t 
;i:r;, ( il~M~), e.g. Gen. xln1. 25 : I s x:x,x . .; ; l 'r,w. XL 28: l:.tr.1•• xxxm. 12 (sec Srpt m c ·,ch C'i1Sc) • 

. Pt 



S IRAC H 3. 2- 1:? 

z For the Lord hath given the fath<'r glory as touching the children, 
1\ nd hath c~Lablishcd the judgement of the mother as touching the sons•. 

J d I le lhat honnurcth his father •maketh atoncment for s111s•d, 
4 And as one that byeth up tre:1surc is he that honoureth his molher. 
5 I le that honoureth his father shall have JOY of his children', 

1\nd \\hat time he pra)eth he shall be heard. 
<, He• that g1\cth glory to his f.-ithcr shall have length of days, 

•And he that "gi\'(;th rt:,t toh his mother' shall receive reward from God•. 
7 k He that feareth the Lord honoureth his fatherk, 

1 And scrveth his parents as masters 1. 

8 ::\ly son 11, in word and in dt:cd honour thy fat her'", 
That •l've1y blcs,ing• may overtake thee. 

9 The bles,ini.: of a father c~tablisheth 0 (his) ,e,ed 0 , 

llut the cu,se of a mother rooteth up the ••young plant 00
• 

re Glorify not thyself in the dishonour of thy father, 
For that is no glory to thee•. 

Tl A man , glory is lhe glory of his father. 
r• .\nd he that dishonoureth • his mother 'multiplieth sin•PP. 

1z :\Jy son', 'help thy father in his old age', 
,\nd ".!' icve him II not •all the days of his"" life", 

• hn, hildr~n · S ,1~1, I !e th.u lo\'t>th Go,! olllaineth (forgi"ene,,) for sins, and will keep himself from them ; 
in the r!ar of pral!'r lie "ill be heard' ll. • ..., • hi, ,ins nr.: forgi1 en ' S r B rtp,11ts , . 4 lu11 1-g .S,, .$ ; 
· I It ·hat olielc' h the Lord ~i\'eth rest 10 Ins mother' l!i h-lt S,J )!;i; 'honnurl'lh .S i +' from angubh' 
;o 2;:; SJro-lle, k-kSo 70 : 48 ,.;,i Syro- !lcx l!.; > J!l i& .S 1-1 > .S 11 >e:i m +'and mother' 
jo 24M •-" I.ti. all hlc,~mi;, ·; + from lum' (1:,. 1/1, fi1/lur) e:i, +' from 1hem' (, ,. flu fou11ts) 2 48 2,;3 
"~' J!l /·, '1 root , • hahi1a1io11, S; 'lhe hou,c, of lh1ldrcn e:; .,.,_,., • foundauons' e;; P +,,.,,.,.. ""I""'' (doublrl 
/,, "onµrn 111 th, fi,st r!o11Sf, rp. 218) e;; I r-rr ' ,\nd a mother in ,1i,honour is a reproach to her lhiltlren' 6 
'' R .. ,J,,,. n~j)!,:) 111sl<dd ef ,~po(= e;; .S} r-r /.1/ '(it is) increa,ing sin' •> Irr MSo e;;, which, ,u 
//, 111t rt s/1<'11' , is /lf/,rabl- ho, lo J!I .S (' Be s1rong in the honour of 1hy father') Lt-tt Rt11ding 1n:iwn 
( = G) ;;.,. 1:i:ia:n ( = $ ; 1 for-.1kc him ') "-"•as long as he liv<·th' ~ 11111 1 hy' ~ .$ V ;o 248 

:. hath given t he father glo ry.. . i.e. lie has rnmman<lcd the <h1ldren to honour their parents, cp. Exod. xx. 12; 
I )cut. , . 16; lllau. n. 4; ;\lark ni. 10: Eph. v,. z. Lp. 1hc c,pbnatory paraphrase of Sah: 'For the Lord gave the 
father more honour than the sons' (Smen<ll. 

the judgement o f the mother. The mo1her·s 'right', or' due', must be equally respected w11h that of 1he father, 
cp. Prov. i. 8, vi. :o. 

J mn-keth atonement for sins. We ;ire met here with the beginnings of the de,clopment (especially in one 
direction) of the Jc"i>h doctrines of atonement and mediation, "hich assumed great prominence in later umes. The 
honouring of father and mother was the fulnlling of" mitz,•0/1, or 'commandment', of the Law, \\hich being a meri ­
torious act, effected n.tonemcnt._ The obs«!rvnnrc of the Torah, or Law, ~came, as lime wenl on, to an C\·er-incr~asin,; 
ntent the main basis of practical religion among tli~ Jews; cp. Pin;, Abt•/11 ii. 8: 'He who has go11en to himself 
word~ nl Torah has gotten to himself Lhe life of the 11orld to come ; vi. 1 ; • h clothes him with meekness Md fear, 
.. nd lits him to become nghtcous, pious, upright, and faithful; and removes him from sin, and bnngs him to\\ards 1he 
side of merit'; ,i. 7: •,;,eat" forah, "hirh gives lire to those "ho practise it in this world and in the world to come'; 
a.n<l •cc the whole ohi (Pereq R. ~!cir). One of the most stroking expressions of this honouring of1he father is to be 
sern in the custom of n son prayini: publicly in the S) nagogue on the nnnl\ersary (' Jahrzeit ') of a father·s death; see 
fun her Ocsterky and Dox, Tiu Rdigio11 ,md IV~,sltif> ,!f tit< \1 Jlt(l{<'l{IU 12nd ed.), pp. 369, 434. 

4. as one that laycth up t reas u re. wr ,\ ar.o81j(T"'''i(oiv; this form only occurs in the llible elsewhere in 1 Tim. vi. 
19, "here it i, med of making pro,ision for the hfe to come. 

5. »hall have joy. Cp. Prov. xxioi. 24, 25 1 ~ept.). 
6. he that giveth rest to his mother. Cp. ,. t ; ii,x n•;o is all that is left of this "· in JI!. 
7. And serveth ..• tn,Xw,u unplies the ser,ice uf a slave; some Rabbis interpreted the Law to mean that the son 

was ,n the posotin of " slave to hos father; CP., E,od. xx,. 7, Neh. -. 5. It was even taught by some Rabbis that 
a f.,th, r hacl the ri~hl to exercise the po\\er of Jofe an<l death o,er a son, on the basis of such passages as Gen. xxn; 
Jud!!, x1. 39 2 Kin~. X'.\iti. 10. 

his par~nts. ,,. 'f•m ,. • .,,.ii,rrmu, ,,{.,.,,l; as !)mend poims out, the /1,1 may represent,. Cp. f l ebr. ofx. 18,xxiv.22, 
.,nd I Sam. iv 9 , , :iv. 

8. in word and in deed • . Cp. ~tau. xxi. 28· 31 ; Luke xxiv. 9. 
9. T he blessing or a father. Cp. Deut. xxxiii. 1; Prov. xi. 11; rut. n,•rh·~ 1'11/r., !ss,1,lt,1r , •• 6: 'Our father Jacob 

hlcsscd me ",th hie,, ,1111< of the earth and of rirst-fruits.' 
the curse o f a mother . . Cp. Jcr. n. s; Zeph. 11. 4. 
Ute young plant. l:~l ,n this p.uticular sense occurs elsewhere only in Job xi\'. 9-

10. in lhe di• honour of thy father. i.e. when a son docs not honour his father. 
1 r And he that dhhoooureUt... Cp. Prov. xv. 20, xxrn. :2, xxx. Ii. 
12 a ll tl1e days of his life. See crit. note on ne~l 11. 
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13 And even if his unckr:.tanding fail, be considerate with him, 
And dishonour him not •all the da}·S of his life:'. 

14 Benevolence to a father shall not bl· blotted out, 
And a~ a sub~litute fllf sins it ;,hall be firmly pl,111ted •. 

1;; In the day of affiiclion it shall be remembered 'to thr credit', 
It shall obliterate thme iniquities a• heat tdi5pcrselh) hoar-frost. 

16 •A, one that acteth pre~umptuou~ly• is he that dc,pi,cth his flthcr, 
And as one that provokcth his Creator is he tl1at curscth7 liis mother. 

(i 111. 1 i ::5. 011 t/u .\ ,·rd of /111111ihf)• i11 all tlt111gs ( = 3 t 3 + 1 + l di,tkh~). 

17 :1ly son, when thou art in prospuity "1lk humbly, 
And thou will be loH·d more than him that g-1\·eth gift~. 

18 I lumblc thyself 'in all greatness', 
And thou \1ilt find mercy in the sight of Cod~. 

20 For many arc the mercies of God. 
And to the humble II<' rcvcalcth lib secret. 

, _, So )ll ~ '(11 lwn thou :1r1) in :ill lhJ strength 6 • ·'" ~ l'IJ: :E; • it ,I.all l,c ~ !,!c I t'> I u:ld tl,cc up· ,:; 

~-s: /~. 1di1~1t 1\JOJ / i'ro '-' > Rt 1d1111: ~~ .. !::! r-, N 1d111!! :-~,, :,;~ (.\m,wfJ /, .:~ii: n•;,,,-:) ~=~ 
• Nr z48 $ "Jro-Jlcx ,1d,/, .1·1/11 r/,jl,t•,111t1/u11s • .\finr hr, ,-...,lte<I ,1, le ,·mrJ; l,u.thcmJ>t,•nc< (or<;odJ 

1,. all the days of his life. 'I he rc111!( 11 r- ''.'\Ii.,, r ,, ''\ 1 ,,,, ,..,.. •.., 1 JU j'""';". -:-::,\\hr.. ftrih.,. m 
s.,tisfactor)· than lhe repetition ,,r • all the· d,i) ~ of his 11 •, ~, e .,, 1~. 

14. Benevolence lo a faU1er I.it. • rightcousn,• ("1'1>/ o" n) t'> a f.lth,·r '; as is clear fr :n the rtndt11n c,f (; 
, /X .. qµncru 'I) D""}~ ha• h~re the tt: hi:ii:,d SC'n~c of' .;dms~1vin~ • i.<" r1J:hh•ousncss t,11 1 rlth ,.. ".. it 1s 1ntcrr-s11ng to note 
th,ll thl' ,\'\1rd 1s used 111 th ,pcohc sen~'- as i::,,tl)' ;l th, 1111c (•l Bcn .. !')1r1. Jn ~l.1tt. \t. 1:: 1 1 c..:htcousncs 'and 
'alms' arc used synonymousli Ct•· lurihcr .,uu, '" 59 b l. II.I •, ,re He is he th:tl gnc1h .i "'' ,,,, , ,;;: 

lit. •· that docth ri~hteousnc .. ) tlun • II<' "ho uff,·rs .,II sacriti~cs' (4uoted br \\, ':>er, /11 l11tlt Tlr, ,./,,,:u, p :85, 
shall not be blotted out JI! stron~er than l!'i (' ,bll ""' 1,, tor,:, ttcn 'J. I his . ,,tiers .. nothcr in,t,ncC' c,f 

the teaching of the clli acy of works, for the fult, lhn~ <>I lht> 1111/ ti, i, reckoned ,ts mutt Tl,e 1;ood deed ,.,me 
do\\n m Gt~'!> book ~rntl tlnorclon· c,mnm ht· bl,,uecl out. 

BS a substitute for sin~. Tht son·s n~litcou, ,,rt m succourm~ l11s ,1):cd f.t1I er 1s 11r1ttcn clr11n to Ii, crcd1• Jntl 
thu, counterbalances h1:5 ~m., ~ cp. tJ.idiiurluJJ ,1'll> 1T. I~.). \\hc:rl· 1t 1s ~11<l lhat a r. m JUdMC • &C or<l ng IJ tha.l 
which bal:rnccs 'i 1.<.· .. 1ccorcltng ., to v.·lwthcr the \\t'lbhl ol sans or r,t go,,d drcds \~1.·1::hs hc.l\tcr q .. 1lso /; ,/', iic1//1r1r 
JOtl er. U.): . A1msg1nng IS ;\ J'O"~rful m,·d1ator bet\\ (.'I'll tht.' lsradHc.:s an. t 11cir I ,Uher I hC.J\Cn; I( br b the •1111c 
of redemption nrgh: 

shall be firmly planted i. r. srt f.ist, cf. l.cclr•s. xi 1. 11. \\ 1th l!'i t>ec cnuc.,t note rn. Jrr 1. 1 ~ '1, I,~ 'r! arc• 
to plant.' 

15. In the day of . l\'i ' In the dJ.y of th)· .1t1hct ,,,, 11 "all nn1<:•nucr thee .. " h1ch r-'>scurc th c ;c J; the , 
,,it. tha.t \\hen affliction comes, as the re: :Jlt 4,f ~111, 1t ,, 111 be m tig,ltt:d, bcct1U'!iiC his sood deed5" •l\ re .cm'x-r I ~o 
h1~ bencht; mil:.. :•tl//, arc meritorious. 

t o thy credit. Lil.' to thee '. 
l t shall obliterate . . . ·It' rcfrr t• rh, ucncrn'.encc ,'i,mn to the t.1•hcr: ii mcx1ct')',' \s f.ur • .. 1 

upon ice, so shall thy ,ins mrlt ""·')' 
1(,. A& one that a,teth presumptuously fi '1, as ,1 bl;q,~· mer' sui:scst1 :;,;·: ( ::' 111 '1; th" 1 er •1 • cl 

j~ u~cd of bl:vc;phetninr. C~od., p. !\um. xv. 30 z Kings ~1x. l1 - Jc;, xxx,11 0, s.o, l1H. l{.,bhm1cal t:: 1n 

.,;;,,,t,b,1/ll 7 5 11 ,~,, ., - • one ,, ho bl.,splu.·mc_ ( ,oli • Le::, r, c hit, rl,usdtrs IJ ",1 ,l.o :1 ~, s v.• 
bethatdespiselh i1n:i ..S,; e"i 'hcth.ttfu1 ktth',rc..1d1ng.:ml,'1 cp.: 1:.1bmc-tt.:1i: 1101c) 
And as one U1at provoketh C. 1so .11 o;;, b 111tcrcl1an,:,d thr ,~1bs ' \rd lit· th 1• pr, ,c.kc-h 111 , other 

is cursed of the Lord'; cp. Lev. x,. 9. !>tut. xn, lb. 
Iii Ill. 17-25. 
17 w hen U1ou art in prosperit)• Lit. • "' 1hy 11c.ilth' (11~'l/J), "l11ch e:; re,~ as T~·J:-: 'tll\ "arks', or 

'bu!Pincss •. 
walk humbly. )!th.ts l._i,nii. \\ h11 )1 ~ ,..o on" 1th n,: ... 1n~1·qnt•h ,J 11,\ m:.: Lu the • t.ti.c rctc:ncl t 1111 thr l.ut nu;,· 
more than b.im U1at giveth gifts. (i 'of an ncctptablc man' is npl.inatur)' but mis5cs the point of thr 

comparison U") in~ (- .S ,; cp. 1!.. • ,uper ho:ninum gloria111 '. Thl' mnnini: of Irle, is th•t the 11ch nun who • 
humble 1n spite of his "e"llr. 1> 10\cd mo,~ th.in till rrch m.in 11ho 1s proud, C:"'" thuu~h he J1spm,cs d1.1nty 

1 Is. H umble thyself in . • l p. \latt. xx. 20, ,1; l'h1l. ii. 3; 1 l'<t. , . S ti p.1raph,ascs • • 'f hl' ~,rater thou a•t, 
humble.· thy:-.elf the more: ~ · '\1.1kl" th)!>tlf :-11ull 1 ~ ln.t i11 q)u.• t.,,, <·1 ,111 Lh .. t L"' ~r".u 111 t'Ju ,,1t,hl • 1,11 ,,;:n., 
with the unamcndccl tC'.\t uf)U. "hi, h !",r11"mJ 1t~latl~ 1~J.!.1rd,.,:oo.1 l.,ttr t,nm. ·11u: 111dot ::i··.: , ·male th)·Klt ~n:.H* 
i.e. humble thysclr') occurs ehewhcu· onl)' in xuir. 1\1:i ,u,.) 8 :tnd Eccles. x11 J 

mercy e:; 'grace '; cr. !'ro,. iii. 34. 
God. e:i 'the Lord 
For,,. 19 sec critical notr. 

:a. For many are . . . (i · l ~·1 g,.c.,t ,,. tlu. pou.·nr~ ul lhf" Lnnt ': ,~ ,, t:C'rt.uo'y p~sUJtc th.it tli n:pu:.,en · f her~ 
a more uri~in,11 text thn.n J!.l. tor 11 nnfl'.!Jt>fllhl:-. l~·tlcr ,uth tlw "'""t"'• 1nd 1 '.rn,t• 11( 1hc.· r. \\hc•licr "t' r.~u m Ca ,,r Jl tl1cr. 

He revea.leth l lis seCre~. Cp. c;rllical mn.• on -: . 1 S. 6 he h ;:lonuc.•J ·. \\ 1th J.~ 4,,;r .. \rnoi Ht.;; Ps. "o·. 1 ~, 

Prov. iii. 3:. 
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2 , "Seek not (lo understand) what is too wonderful' for thee, 
And search not out that which is hid from thee. 

22 1-lcditate upon that which thou must grasp, 
J\nd be not occupied with that which is hidh. 

23 H;we naught to do with that which is beyond thee, 
For more hath been shown to thee than t hou canst understand. 

i 4 For many are the conceits of the sons of men, 
And evil imaginations lead astray. 

2 ;, d\Vhere (there is) no apple of the eye, light is lacking, 
And where (the re is) no kno\\ ledge wisdom is wantingd. 

(j) I1 I. ~6 ii!. Rctrib11tio1J 011 tile Si,mer ( = ~ distichs). 

26 • A stubborn heart shall fare ill at its latter end, 
Rut he that lovcth good things shall be led by them•'. 

:7 (A~ for) the stubborn heart. its grief, shall be increased, 
.\nd the profancq man heapcth iniquity upon iniquity. 

,ire revrakll 10 the lowly' ( = i 19 ), cp. i, io Jll 1,.1, Q11otnl ri, ~/<1g1tah 71 c (II) (T. J .) · 'that which is 
tno d11!1uilt liir 1hcc "h) ,honhl,1 tloou k11ow' ' I hat \\hkh is tleq~r than Sheol ""Y ,houkl,t thou ~earch out?' 
Cr .. ,l,u (l,1.,•1.,:,1h 13 :i. (T. JI.) c R .. 11h11g K',;:iji•r mK)I) (Sm,1111) • too hard' (i ,1~115 l!. 0111,l tlus "·• /ml 
ii is pr.-saTtd, with .rlight1•arialit>m. ly 70 248 25.l .S Syro-llcx•; i11 Jll t~ is ploud ,if/t"r ,,. 27 o-e(j wit!, /ht 
<., ,,p/1011 Oj K ·• 2 18 2 .i.l II ,1111p,,,, s flu on/tr ,:f lh,u tla11u• ; !5 l!. = 311 f +' a ~tubbom heart shall be grie\'ul 
:'ll the Ja,1 ' e:i "R«1rl111,: :,~,~no ji•r :,~,nn~ b-h F'ollm.1•111,t: S11u11d' ,mmdat,,111 fl/ th, fo:I baud 

21. t hat which is h id from thee. ll'i ' the things which are abo,e lhy strength'. This and the follo"ing 1•. are 
quntcd freely in ~lag,.1;11/1 13 ,, (T. fl.) thus· 'For so 11 ,s ,H1tten in the book of llen,S1ra, Inquire not concemmg that 
winch 1s too high for the•·, and seek not out thnt which as hidden from thee; but med1t.1tc upon that which thou canst 
gra,p, and be not occupied with that "hich ,s hid.' So, too, in f/,~,:ign!, 77 c (T. J.): • Rabbi Le,er (said) m the name 
of Jfar-5,ra, \\ hy wilt thou know "hat is loo high for thee, and why wilt thou search out what 1< deeper than Sheol! 
~led1t.1te upon that ,vhich thou canst grasp, and be not occupied with that which is hid.' 1 n the M 1drash Btr11/r1/!, 
R,1M,1, § ,·111 (on t.en. 1. 261. a 1s said m rcforence to Job xx. 4, 5 that the Torah alone knows what happened before the 
credoon 1,f the world when man was placed upon the earth, so that it 1s not for us to inquire about these things: then 
it ,ontinue,: · Rabbi Eleazar said in the name of llcn-Sira, Inquire not concernini: that "hich is too great for thee, and 
search not out that \\h1d1 is beyond Lh>· strength, se•k not to understand "hat is loo high for thee, nor (desire) to 
know "hat ,s hidden lrom thee. \lcd11atc upon that \\l11ch thou canst grasp, and be not occupied with that which 
,s lnd. For the thought cf, z Lsdr.ts 1v. 

z •. lhat which thou canst grasp. "' 'the tlun;:s that ha,c bcln commanded thee'; the reference is to the 
commandments uf the Law, q,. l'ir9~ ..lb"1ft i,. 18 · 'Be diligent to l~am the Law.' 

And be not occupied with. 11'.i 'for thou hast no need of ' 1 a bad rendering of lQ which means lit. ' and have no 
business (i'D)I "ith'; for the Jlebr. word cp. xi. 10, xxx,iii. 24. 

th'l.t which is h id. Cp. Ucut. xxix. z9. For the~ il1"lil:lJJ cp. xiii. 19, xh·iii. 25. 
03. llavc naught to do w ith. 11'.i 'He not over busy' (p.iJ ,r,plfyu(o,•, cp. 2 Thess. iii. I J), cp. xii. zz. 

that which is beyond t hee. 11'.i, quite mistaking the point of J!l, • in thy superfluous works.' 
For more hnt h been... Cp. 1 Lor, i,. 9, quoted from ls. lxi,·. 4, lxv. 16o1 

z4. For many are .• , 11'.i 'For the conceit of man)' hath led the~ astrn)''; the reference ,s no doubt to the 
1,111'. 1J1l11c ·1)C ulat1u11s of the ( ~reek~. The JI cbr. ,\otd for' concctl • l•, ~~F'l~'f-) here ts a late one~ ancl occur:, else\\ he re 
r,nly 111 p .. c,I\ 4, wh, re it means' purposes'. The corresponding Aramaic word, which is frequently used in the 
Tari,:ums, .,lw.,ys ha> a bad sen,P. e.g. T.ug. Is. ,h. 29; Jc·r. x.-111. 12. llete the meaning seems to be· speculauon ', 
in a b.1' -1.n•P; cp. ::-16 whi~h adds ' ,ain ·, and ~ossibl)· represents, o:; Hart suggest,, an original l/1 ('c~tl '), read pi 
( \"a, · ,·p. 1!. of ne··;t ·_·Ja, 1sc 

And evil imagination§ , . l!i 'And c,·il surmising hath caused thdr Judgement to slip'; 1!. 'Et in ,·anitatc 
tlr1in11 t ,c bus 1ll11rnm' ·1 he "ord· in 11:i refer LO the te,\Chmg of Greek philosophers which Jccl away from rhe Lan. 

:5 S, r1t1~1l note. 
Where •there is no . i. c j11,t as a blind man cannot sec, so a Cool cannot acquire knowledge. 

(j1 Ill zf- zs, . 
,,, A stubborn heart. i:i, J\ 111. • a hca,·y heart·: the same cxprcss1on occurs in E,od. , oi. q, of Pharaoh. 

But he that loveth . , • l!i 'And he that lovelh danger shall perish therein'. 1!. adds: 'Cor ingrediens duas vias 
non hahcbJJ u, c·, -us, c pr.1\ u, cordc (ar pra,·icordius) m 1lhs scandahuibitur.' 

27. shall be increa•ed. 11'.i 'sh,lll b•.: laden', a free rendering of~. 
the profane man. (i 'the sinner.' The 111c;1nmg of the 1•. 1s that JUSI as troubles accumulate for one who is 

obstinate and "111 not understand, so do the sins of the ungodly man accumulatt'. 
;316 
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28 (As for) bthe wound of the scurncr, th<'re i, nu hc.ili111,; for it•, 
For an evil growthk is hi~ plant hi, 

(k) Il I. 29 31 Rt:vard fi,r tl1t' Rigltt,011s ( = 1 +: diaticl1s), 
39 A wise heart understandeth the pro,·crb~ of tht' "'ise, 

,\nd the car that listcneth lo wisdom rrjoiccth"' 
30 A naming fire doth wate r quench. 

So doth almsgivin~ atone for sin 
3 t He that doeth good, it ~hall mLcl him on ht. ways, 

And when he tottcrcth he shall find a sta} 

(/) IV. 1-10. 011 u_,:ltt bd1,w1~1111· 1t,·,·111cl, 1/1,· /'., , 1111d th,· ''ttrr .,•,/ = l + ! t ! - : + 3 di,ticl,s\. 

4 1 • My son, bdcfmuu not b the poor of his ~ustenancc , 
And grieve not Jthe eyes of him that i, bitter in (his) souJd. 

2 •Despise not' the needy soul, 
And vex~ not the hearth of the oppressed. 

3 llurl not the feelings' of the afnicted, 
Ami withhold not a gift kfrom tht· poork. 

nn e:i; )II ar 11 st,mdr rr,,ds: 'Run 1101 10 ht.II 1t,c 11ound of the ,corner, for ihtr<" is no hcal'.ng for him' 
1 +·hi,"-')> ,h1ll bc roolnl ou1' l!'i (C ;o > 18 ::,.1) ~yro-lJ..~ I/.,,. plant' I +'an,! lie ,hall not[)(" 
km)\\ n (i (.! .f :,t) 11. ~yro-1 ft·X 111 + ~-il1J""·11 l"r • I mh.lh~1tid'-" .,l "tmd,u "''- .1 J e, .tl ... , t :11 .,,.._nl u.,, t.., u 1 
,ucc,·ssus habl·bil lL 

• JL 111sals th t,1/, · ' ( onvrning alms~h in~ :ind 11,e poor' 1,-1, So Q'.i l!.: Jll S • mocl: not'; µ,11161,·f, 
l\l)n sh,,uM t,, mid 11-un (=1".i). ·/'· Fzck. ·". "i • / ,r. life· •.1!11,,' l!. 1 IN,•//,, ~-!:: ~-: ·:·~ ,11, 
ef ;;',iJ .,_,, 'll/ ;;'!)J O /11 Jll //,, t/,111 ,/ ,·:· 2- I h n t go/ 11.'1 </ /,1 r.! t Cp. !. r,e d, <pcxrn~ l l!i I'? ~ • ....,.,,,) 
~ Rr11d111g 011:n. tlu k ,·t 1s 1111111/,1, I h J.11 'l>owd,' (',''~) i /.,Z ''""·'"' pins' p,~) k-k Rr11d1ng 

28. See critical no1c. l<o • !For) !he .:,1lami1y ol 1hc pro",! 1hcrr is no healini; lor a planl 0£ "1ckcd·:ess ha1h 1aken 
root 1n him.' 

(,(-) Ill. 29 31 . 
:9. A wise heart. Spoken ol m reference to (;OI.J •n Job ix 4 (J:~ o:r-,; q,. l'ro,·, x. S, x,·i 21. (i • The heari ol 

the prudent' (Cp. Lcclcs. \ Ill SJ is due lo l tnlSUndo,uodir ,. rh~ .xpre>sl'ltl IS us, d IQ .l < r, ltnt enR Ill Joh un I, 21 
the proverbs or the wise. (i 'a parable ~:;'~ ,. userl in th< iwr. ie ot pu.1'1te • m J- t:k. X\11. 2, :u,1. 5, x:uv 3. 
And the ear that ... (p. l'r,w. 11. z., 1 "' 1 ,r, ',\n,I 1hc e'f of a hsienu 1s 1hc dcsuc oi 1 .,,se rn' 

ep. rro,. n1ii. 15. 
30. A flaming fire •• \\ ilh the 1:encr.1l 1hou~h1 ,,r 1h~ • q,, l'rc,1. X\1,6, I >an. 11 17, an,! see no,,.s,, v 11 ,,bo1e. 

So doth almsgiving atone. - (p. /,',,,,, //,1//11' 10 ,, ( r. B.•, \\}ocn· ., s.1,mg IS 1·rcstned er 1<,bb, ,\. b111 
1hc effect 1h,11 benc,olcncc ( .tm,gl\ing/ s.1Hs from tht· 1ormen1s ul hell (quoted lo> Ua,her, ,th.id,, I,, /,,,,,,.,,1(11, 
I, p. ::!95). 

31. He that doeth good .. i.1·. hr th.lt :-..h,m> L.mJ,u•..,., 111 1h 111.111111-ld l·,pu, .. 1,m ,q,J t: r "·' 1lt: ! ii flt t \t 
requilclh itood I urns is mindful or 11,e things 1111.11 cmnci .,rt<r ': !his p.iraphr;i ,. m so far g,1·« the "nsc of l! 1h I tt 
refers to' the things th1.t come after' i.e. tht.· rc,\,trd for domJ.: good. 

A nd when he tottereU, [. 1. ',\nd 111 the lllllC or h,ssh.,k,n.; •, l.i 10 1!1c !IOI( of h,s r.,I' ~i:· i;11es the sense or)!. 
(/l IV. 1-10. 
l V. 1. defraud noL Sec cri1:.a1 n111c \\ 11h e'i ii'? Jir..,.,.,1,,,,.,) cp. \larl.: < 19 1 ( or. " 8; Jas., 4 

llis sustenance. Cp. xxix. z1. l'roi x,,i1 "i; I ohc "(ii. 16. 
grieve not. l!i I'? rrowA•itt,r, !11. 'd,for 001 , q,. l• ""· ~; 1hc wor.l dncs no1 ocCJr in the lhblc elsc,.here 

excepting in Ps.. cxix. 5 (Symmachu"Sti. though i'AtcvJ, ·","'1 dt, n occur m thr Sep: : cp. J hn \'I ..:.i. &c for iA"u,. a.nd 
Acts xxi. 30, Ja•. ii. 6 lur ;>..~,. • or 11,c lleL ·. J'N1n-~1o: p !'~. l'tc,~I 111. 10. 

the eye,, of . . . e'i 'the need) <)< <'. 
:. See cri1ical note. 

De,ipise not. e'i I'? >.v,r;,a,,, cp. Job nxi. 19· The I lebr. roo l"l!:, me.ins hi 'to p<:!f ,11 ', d. l's. r. S, unplymi: 
contempt. In 1.,ttr U.:N.li,:1.." 1t, rnw .... t•1 , u11c111tc,; tlu; l.lh l1rou,.ht 11t 11, ,1.: n de.: p •. « (l. ,..; ,M..,1,r 1::7 /i I. l, 

t:'!ll •r,::.J 1i1'J) f;, 'He \\Cnt to his !must "ith downcast soul.' 
the needy soul. e"; 'a hungr)', ,ul', "h1c'1 i,"pl.inat<I), 
vex not. e:; • prornl..e nol · Iµ? ""P"I'}'"'-.), cp l,en. ., · -., -;,.,t.). 1!. 'non ex.~speros paupercm •• 
the heart of the oppressed. e:; '., man m lus d,suc, •• \\ 11 "o•ir;, ti.I.' bowds '1 cp L.,m. 1. 20, ,i. 1 r. 

3. Hur t not. .. (:i • ·ro ,L hc.1rt h,1t i-. p1,)'t>L.ul .,dd n, 1! 11 ,r truub,t . 1 h1.· r1101 ~~~ 1s u~cd .ul C.lU& 1 :h 
physical !e.g. Fiek. xniii. 24) and mental (e, i: Fick. xiii. :21 p.1in. 

the feelings. The l\\'O -.,.un.l:!I, u,eJ here .rnJ 1n • _ f\ r the inner l'mot11.ms 1'~~ ollly U:.f...·tl 111 th1: corhtrUC' p ur. 
with suffixes, and :np) occur toi:cthtr in Is. ni. 11. 

3
,--, 
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JI!" 4 1 D espise not the supplicat ion of the poor•, 
11 And turn not :lll'ay from the affiictcd souil1. 

e; ii"' From him tha t asketh turn not Lhme eye away"'", 
l!I' And give him none occasion• l o curse thee; 

6 \\'he11 in angmsh or ~oul the broken-heartedP crieth\ 
' I-le th,1t created him• hea relh his plaint. 

; • Make thyself bclo\'ed 111 the as!-Cmbly", 
And to the ruler" ""of the city"" bow thy head. 

8 Incline thine C'ar to the afflicted .... 
And return his ,..aJutation ' in meekness. 

9 I>elivcr the oppressed from his oppressors, 
> And let not th) spirit hatc1 •just judgement•. 

10 Ill as a fathct to orphan~. 
And in place of a husband • to widows•; 

Then God will call thee 'son , 
And .. will be graci-ius lo thee••, 1·and deliver thee from the J'it'. 

;•:.:!':'Z.f•1 1i•:;i,;•) 1-1 N,,111111;.. ~, nl)'K::' ;'l!JJ"I )t,: (S11,,11d) IHI >~.1h m·m >J!l l: n + 'because 
nl •natla l! .:,;3 '-Ho-I kx' "J.1/. 'plate' P -1.1/, 'l;i.t,r of spirit' •1 'curscth • [i $ r·r Rn1tl111;: 
11~1' t={i l:)/01 lil~ ('his Rod,') r•z,tS J!.fi•/10:1• J!! $ htn l +'of the poor' l!, "'elder' t,: <·• :t!. 
111· • 11 > 6 ' +' "itlaou cau,ing (him) pam' 70 24 8 25.1 l! S)To-I lex • + et rcd<lc debit um tuum J!., q,. 
n, ., t ,,um • l.,i ·,~·.tee' 1-1 I ltl>r . • , , j'l~n ,N, e:i whid, is mnu /og,;-c1/, I'? .~,y»/,•x?"'I< ( = ·w~n !:N). 
•·•'"lam thou judg,·,1 11:i (</ l!. in iu,!i. ando) a " un·.o their moih,•r ' ~ ••-e• '\\ill lo"c 1licc' l!:i t,-b • more 

4. Despise not . ~ 1 Rt."JcCt not a suppliant in his affliction , .... free rendering. 
And turn not away .. If,· And tum not a"·'> l h)· fate from a poor man,' cp. l's.xxii. 25 ( II cbr.), l'ro\'. xx.iii. 25; 

·1ul;. 11 ; ; in Pu9, A bot/,,. 2 'the l;cstuwal of kindnesses· (o·ion m~'O)) is called one oi the t hree thing, on which 
the " ,rid " ,tn) td. 

;. From hin1 .. Cp. PrO\'. xx viii. 27 b: :-. :,.1y1n~ of l{abbi Aq1ba. prescned in llt1l1t1. /,'atlrrd JO a rr. B.). runs · 
'B) haruy \\c,,lth is 10 he 111.,dc ., mean, ol ,.1h 111011; C,ud, the l·athcr of both the rich and the poor, \\ants the one 
In help lht other, Rnd thu, to nnke the \lurid a huu,th,,!<l of lo,e' (quuted in//:', iii. 668a); and cp. Tnl. hnl.•, 
/',11> Jss,,ck11 11i 8: 'For on all ,he poor ;ind oppressed I bestowed the goud things of the earth in the singkness 
of Ill) heari • (ed Lh~1·:es1. 

A1>d g-ive him .. . Cp. l 'nw. xx, 111. 27. TlMt such a cur,e was belic,cd to en1.1il e1 ii consequences ,s ,;een from 
the· ,,ord~ of the: ntxt ,crsc, · He that cre..1tcd h11n, . .' 'Talmudic literature b'-=tr;1.ys n belief nmounting to do,,n 
n;:ht supcr.tll1Un, in 1hc mere powtr of the word(/,'. r,1/.-lw//, tQ,t, 5~11; cp. ZD.1/<.,, xl11. 5S8J. Not on!) is a cur,c 
uttcrtd b) ;1 schol.ir unfailin~ m its etlht, even 1f undeM;ned (.1/11!.·k.Jt/1 11 ,11, but one should not rtgarJ lightly even 
tht curst uucrcd b) :in ignor,rnl man l,l/,:;;.//,,/1 15,11' I}/:,·, i,•. 390"1· 

1., Whe1l 1n anguish.. . 5' Fo ii he curse thee III the biucrness of his soul," free rendering. 
He that created him. Sre <:nu.al aolC. In Dcut. x:ui1. 37 "l\~ (' l{ock ') i, used as a di,·ine n,unc, and rendered 

o,,,. in the Sept., cp.:: Sam. n11i. 3: l's. ~viii. (n11.) 3, 32, ,17: in man)' of the Psa lms, cspectall)• the later ones, "IW is 
U!>cd for • (jod · t.l:i. ( •nc who 1s a n:fu,:e of I I is. pcopk. The rendermg uf t6 hereJ howc, er (,; 1ro,;1crar ul·r-<iP>, makes it 
Jll obahk 1h,1 · it road \ "1'>1': .=- has ;'1'"\J I' his L rcator '). 

, l\lake thy,.etf beloved. ,. c. b)' I:" 1ng alms to those m 1wcd; for the phrase cp. xx. 13. 
the ruler of the city. The 'rulc-r' in lll in j't.:1'i:p= 'Sultan'. $ reads' rulers •• .'; there was no single ruler in 

J l ru alemf bu1 .i. ,,ern11u,1, or assembl) or great ont:s, "hich bec.imc kno " n later on as the !,anhedrm. 
,. Incl me thine ea.r. (p. I's. w11. 6; ]er. xi. S. 

And return.. Cp. t,cn_ xh. 16. ti,· \nd answer him \\Ith peaceable \\Ords,' is a misunderstanding of t he 
l ld.irew fnrm oi it.luta.uon: •Peace' {Ci, :!'.'). 

~- Deliver the oppressed . . . Lp. I',. lxxx11. 3, 4. 
And let not. . . .Sec critical nooc. l!:i 'And be not faint-hearted in i;i\'ing Judgement', cp. Jas. ii. 9, and see 

Amos v. to, 1 ;. 
I ,. Be as a father . . . lp. Jo~ x.xix. 16, xui. 18; P~. IXI iii. 5; ls. i. I 7. 

lo widow ... Lr. Dcut. Xl<IV. 17-21; Ja,. i. 27. 
Then God will call... Lp. Job xxxi. 18. 
And will be gracious.. V • And lie shall l,"e thee more than th) mother doth ; .Smcnd explains the words 

' m<•rt than th)' m, ,th, ·t doth 111 (j as due to a dcs,re to bcauufy the text on the basis of such passa,:es as Is. xlu. 15, 
Ix\ 1 ;. I or J!l cp. :: Jclb xxxui. 181 z-11 30. Ps. c1ii. 4; h. XXl:.\Hi. 17. 

I he c.;..1u• of th~ 1,Lth,:ric.:.:io .md "1duws \\;\S rctkoncJ Uy t he Rabbis among the o\,on n\,'OJ, lit. 'pr~Kucc. of 
J.indnc,se,', which i c unstan1ly urged upon men in Rabbinic..,! writings, e.g. in the T. H. N,·tlnrim 39 b 40<1, 
A',·Jl,u/,,,flt 50,1, S ,111/t,.tr,11 19i>; cp. also the folluwini; word• in the Apocalypse ol Peter,§ 15 : ••• •~Tai ~. %""" oi 
rrAvl•rolJ.?JH coi T; n>.,,VT~ i1llT.a1Y tr(n-n.8on~ ,c.,i /!'I i>.c,jc,aiTH Clp</,m·our .-at XiJpar, ci~.\' tiµf>..,,cru, r,r T,jr fi-roAijr Tuii 8coli, and 
q,. Apocal)'pse u! i',rnl, § 35. 
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(11) l\' .11 19. Tlt,-N,,u,11rloftl1u.r, .,•!,,._,,.;., ll'ir/,,1111 1 +; f!+I f;'f": + 1 cit 1i,1, 1. 

, , Wisdom instructcth. her sons, 
And enlightcncth all who g ive hlc<l to her. 

12 They that love her love life, 
And they that seek her ·~hall obtain grace from the Lord•. 

13 They that take hold of her shall find g lory ' '''from 1hc Lord bb 
And they shall abide in the bk,~ini; of the Lord. ' 

1~ T lhey that serve her l;l·rve the H oly One, 
0 And God loveth them th.it lm·c her•. 

15 Ile that hearkcncth unto me shall Jud;.:-e'1 (in) truth•, 
And he that ;::ivcth car unto me sh.di dwell in my inncrmo,t ch,tmbcr1• 

16 llfhc trustb me, he ~lull possc~k mel, 
And his postcritym u~hall hold mt." fast"•. 

17 But I will w.ilk with him in disguise•· 
And at first ·1 } • will try him with temptations·•. 

•Fear and drc-ad will I ' brin~ upon him••, 
And I will torment him with chast1,cmcnts, 

than th) mother doth' e:i , >;, a .\ .:;, ; Jl= e:; • uk<th t,,,ld of' C, l!. <umpkctcbunt.ir J l.1cortm cius 
(,·omplt'bllnLur 1,l,H.,nc 11in1:-. ; • ~11. I t tdlr-d wnli J,t, '6 1 1 .,.,,. f..!i /,", 1.:11~ .~~: ... ;,{·; :-~:,,c- ;~, • -6) 
d t:,~:;" ' ,"imi 11d sug:;d/.S P~"' = 1 ~h::tll lhidt. ·, 'll'l1uh /vrms '1 lu:lrr f,ilr,zllrl / J /lit fl(X/ "('"" It r,::,c ' ('j, d/,Pt.J· 
r,11//y t<I,/ n\t::lo: = 'p,·opJr-s ', (lf :II ' "'' XXV, I .'j I _R,a,/111,: "11V:l i;;i'.'J tf . I J:-.,nj;s "X _10 ~-g > JI 
h R ·ad1110 1,•tl/1 N A ( ~µ."1'"'"''9 1 \, S o,:/i-; her'\(; l!. KI ti.' ill sha1 inlitnt rt-ding with 11 ,\ l 
•a,.,w.?1"'""1'-?V" I .\o:., ,11/y; •her' l!:i !:-)ro-1 In 1" L,,. n ·ratiou, •; ;, • on b, half ,f .iii tht gcncr,llions 
of the world s - n Lt/. shall l,c (pl,11.) 111 I ,o-,;ns1u11 ' , S • !,,. ,h 111 rccc1, ,. ' ' So ::: " > , her' 61. 
~ L11. in m.1kn1,s my>< lf 1 ,u.rng<"r ·, •1'· 6 '''''"l"'l'-1'-'""'' = le uou ly' z5.1 ::-1 n .! (ci,; 1!. •"1th (in) tcmpt.iuon' 
•1 1 > 6 ·l·~i, , um ll. r .,. ~ ; J!I ,11· 11, ,u,/1 • h,·' .,. JI t \', ;, Ml,-, • hN' 61. o + ad p,ol.Ja-

1\ 11 \ I 1 7 Thb ,11\·ision I.dis into Sf..'H.n sub.;t; t•on~. h furthc:r tlt\ck~}S the .,;cncral thrmc f \\ 1 dorn, 
but the ;ub_icct-m,lllCr is ~onu.:,\ hat m1scdlanc:o• .). 

(,i) JV. 11-19. 
11. 1nstruct eth. [i 'cxaltr:th': cp. Pro10. 1v. S, and I tri1 , At,0//1 ,i. 1, v.hcre ~t 1 ~-~ l( the l ,.., .• 'I, l!~.JJ::Olhctt­

hilll anc.1 cx.Llt\:th h1rn O\CT ,LIi thm,b •• l!.. '\ 1t ... m 1 1,p1rat 1, , .. lt'"11t..:nt of A l<"i. ,1 •f/,ua,w,,, 11crh ? (i had •>ngana.lJ)" 
iw,j,i \"'"' !Ry" cl,. 

her sons. C11. Luke \'ii. 35 ;md \latt. xi. 19 (l{. \', n,ug.), 1.c. the - \\~Olli \\'i;dom hu bc,•ottcn 5pmtually, 
c·p. (,.ii. i, 19. 

cnllght.:neth. \(; ill l k, th hold ,.r•; J!? 1n.,1· h.1vc on.r •,1lly rc,1d 1'X."'\ ' :$ ,n :e I of -:·~·:- 1'>n>encl ; cp. 
Ps .. !\IX. 91 cx1x. J 30. 

who give heed to her. lp.::Chron.,xn.<,, Lzr.1,111.15, '\c'l.,rn.7; Dan ::3; .t;'\\hoscckhc' I. 
add:-.· • Lt pr:1clbit m , 1 :i. iustit 1c '. 

12:. They that love. . . ~ · I le that loYcth ... ' : cp. l1ro\', n11. 17, ( om \\ 1•1c h th. , er e I t 1ken, .:uu.l sc:c 1 rov. 111. 
181 viii. 3; : \\ i~d. ,·ii. l I H:, \ 1:i. t6; j,11. 111.17. 

they thal seek her Cp. l'ro,·. ,i. :7, W i·~·-,:,o;, I.Jut l'i .. ; iipflpi(,,vrn ,rpu, uir, • L.;g, ·s ;-•--~·:: (p i,;.u11. 
14, J Ct:!C$. \'). 30. 

shall obtain grace. ~cc ,riuc.,I note. Lp. l'rO\ ~'""'· ==, "here the :Sept. rcn lcrs ·1~, (' hr cc', '~""°''' 
(~ynonym for ,,'·<t,,k.au:q). 

13. They that take bold of her . . l p. I 'ro\". i,i. 18. 
shall find g lory. 1:.. • ·!1.111 mncrll lilt!', rp. r,. I:. 
they shall abide ... l!"i \11<l "here he ,or ,h,·1 cnlucth. the 1.oiil will bless'. Tht lltbr. :,;:, Ju• t'ic mc;,.n­

mg 4 tu enter in\ as well,\.>• to .,bide'. in :'\co-Jfc•,n.:,v. Fur the th,,u~ht ol thli c c:;c cp. l•cn. \Xxa .. 5 tl'ctcrs). 
J.t. serve the Holy One. lit.' the ~t·neh ul the llol) Unc • (::.,;, ';'ii:;~}, tlw tcrt:1 m~ ·~ -;:;-:; U5Cd of thr. 

I l'viti,.11 pnc,ts, cp. DcJL. x.8,:w1i.1z, x"· 5;Jub v,.10; Jcr,xn"ii. 1 " .,!so Jo hu31.<1,11,1,.17 I or 'the Holy 
One' cp. lllll. 9, 1111. 10, xll'ii. ~. xhiu. :o; 11.ir. iv. ::, o;, 5: m la r t , 1 htcraturc 1111, tcr I is thnt most frc1111cntly 
used I\ hen speak mt of Lod; ii i,, as " ruic, lullul\cd by lhc w, ru ~l"' 11,: (' 1 ksscd be I le· J, cp. '.\lark xiv. 61, 
wlu .. :rc ,; ,tAo)'qT<l~ i..,, ust.:d a.:i a narnt.: or< .od. 

A nd God loveth . . !,u- critic.,! note. 
15. unto me. qj •unto her·, ill ill~.-, in the.· nc,t llauw, oblique mMe.·ui c,(d.rcct narr.111 ,n. 

5hall judge (in) truth. !>,·c cri11"al notes. Lp. ls. xlu. 3 {llebr.). Sm, nd undcrst.tnd ;1!:~ •uth 'I U1 1hc sense 
of• safety '1 and refer, to 2 Km;,s x\, 19, "hich uffc~ a .:o~d p,tr.1tlcl 1,, the next cl,1u~c. 

shall dwell in my. . . Cp. Pro,. \111. 3ff., ix. t. C. 'sh.ill d"tll ,ccurcly ', cp. xiv.=~ ff, I 19; Jlcut. "'""· 14; 
Prov. i. 33: Is. x.nii 18. 

16. The onussion or this ,crse in ~ is prnbably .m ovcr>1i;ht. S,c the criuc,ll not~. 
And his posterity • . Cp. i. 1 5. 

17. See c ritical note,,,. 
I will walk ... Cp. vi. :4. 25, zll: Prov. v11i. :H· 
Fear and dread ,., !"his 1, ,rn imnpol.it111n m 6 ; the ohlic1uc n.1rrati11n <>f (i i1 alt.i~d aw,1: in un:v; 10 •'i>""' 

with the rest of the vcrSC 

JIM 
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SIRACH 4. Ij-25 

Until his heart is filled"" with me, 
«i • And I try him ,lith my ordinances'". 
JIA 18 (Then) will I lead him on again•.-, 

And will reveal to him my secrets. 
19 • If he tum away (from me), I will forsake • him"', 

And will deliver him o,er to the spoilers. 

(lil I\'. 20-28. I'rnclical Precrpts on Right-doinc- ( = 3 + l + z + i distichs). 
20 l\ly son. obsene Ytimes and seasons1. and beware of• evil, 

And be not ashamed• concerning thy soul. 
21 For there i, a ~haml. b that bringcth sin, 

And there is a shame (that bringeth) honour and fa\our. 
22 •Respect no man to thine own detriment•. 

And be not ashamedd, to thine own stumbling•. 
23 \ Vithholcl not spcC!cl1' in due stason•, 

Jl" Jlc bAnd hide not1 thy \\isdomb. 
JIA !4 }'or Wisdom is known kthrough utterancek, 

And und<.:rst:mding by the word of the tongue. 
2,; Speak not against the truth 1, 

"',\n<l be humble towar<ls God"', 

tioncm 1!. uu f!i <vrr,o,nu?, • he trust', is/ rh,,p. lob, /rifcrrtd (= ;o:i•far 11>0•) •·• >Jl S (ii ,s u glosr 
"" 1; ,!), tf. 1!. ,1011«: tcmtct illum in cogitalionihu~ illius cl crcdal ,rnim.1~ 111iu, '' e:; + • Jnd ,lw will gladd<:n 
him·; ~ l!. > ;,·,JI, Jll """ ~ h,lf ,, :·,11,;11111,, /his .!aus : 'lf he turn .iway from (following) afler Ilk, [ will 
c:i,t him off. ( = i$) 'R- 1,hu,:,/•//n;/'/11;; 6, 1;l'n~·oi1/c1r 1n•ni1Jll (Smmd) Y·Y R , ,,Jing, u·llh Sth, h/,,-, 
f1".:l1 ny (,/. J'cch. iii. 1 )f,,r jl'::11 mr • Lil. • be :ifraid of· • +' to speak the truth' ill..; srr 1•. 25 b Rradmg 
n:;•::i (= 6)/•r nN~'J du, l 1/11 fall011'i11g n:i~ c-cL,il • Lift not up thy face (1<,hm ·c1/ lrrm /or showin_l{ 
0>11.,,d, · ,1111,11) ;l!-;:"llnst th.r ~oul' ,1 ~· 1td111g c,Jn ,~ ( = 6 ) fin ~~·:,n ,~ = 1 !-itumhlc not·. du( lt1 th( /fJl!uwu,g 

1·~1:;·:i~~ • l,'I plur r l,I. 'a word' iReadi11g ·nv::i ='in its t ime ·./or o\>111::i = 'in eternity'. 1.c,. 
'con,1:intl_1 b ·h > l!i, but pratn·rd 111 70 2 ~8 2;,3 :,,}ro-Hex JI., which adJ •• ,aX~o"'I; + in decore ems IL 
i J!!c ',hut not up k-k I ·I. ' b) word', S) rn-llex 1L · b) the mouth' I So 6 S 1L ; •God' J!l ; no:-., 
'truth' ' 111/,/ f'r<t.,My b, ,,,,,! 11u-/iad '!/ ?Nil = ' Cod' r/ /ht llf.\'I d1111s.- m-rn • \nd b<- ash:imed of thine 

And 1 try him • . !>ee rrit. note; 6 has oblique narration as in the rest of lhe ,crse. 
\\'1th the whole , <:rsc cp. :\l.,ll. , ii. 14; Heb. xii. 11. 

18. (Then) will llead. 1L 'l·'.t firmabil ilium': 1he llc·br. word (i::•N) has the meaning of' strengthen 'in xxv. 23. 
And will reveal. . . Cp. x."i,. 7, Job xi. 6, JJan. 11. :1.1, ::i.. l!. adds· 'L:t thesaurizabit super ilium scicnt,am 

ct intcllcctum iustiliac.' 
19. • to the spoilers. (; lit. · mto the· hands of his falls , cp. P•. hiii. II (Sept.); lL • in manus inimici sui '. 

(/,) J\ . :~ z8. 
20. times and seasons e:; 'the oµportunity ', cp. xxvii. 12. 

And be not ashamed ... 1. c Uo nut hmg, by bccommg cnlanglcd m anything c,·il, which "ill c.lu.sc you to 1,e 
:1sham1·cl of your ;elf. 'Soul' hen• • thyself', accord ing to the frequent use of l!'!ll in the O.T. 

-• 1 hi, verse is added to l'rO\. _ ni. 11 in lhc Septuagint. 
a shame that briogeth s in • . . Cp. x,. 22 f., xli. 16. 
a shame (that brlngeth/ honour. .. Cp. xxix. 14, xli.17 ff.; : Cor. vii. 10. 

2:. Sec crilical note>. 
Respect no man . An inslancc of the wror,i,; kind of shame (cp. ,,. 9); a man must not be ashamed to offend 

other· if a righ1 cou"c of ction ncccssitatt:s il; in such a case it is to his o"n dctrimcnl if be spares the feelings 
of others 

And be not ashamed... If the precept given m the last clau,c be neglected, the result will be 'thine own 
stuml,lini: ·• 1.e. ,t will lea,I to sin. 

23. Withhold not speech... To do so would be anolher example of false shamt. . 
. i~ doe season. e:;. ,·., ~m,J<:'rr(&).,.,,,,iM; cp. ,·iii. 9 ... l~ ,en,~ xp, ior &.:,.,m a,r,;atpiau•. P_crha.J?s 1n the ver~c.beforc us 

(in l'l 1 \r11,o\ hould he read Jn'.!>lt:ad of uwr17piur. S1nend in.::cntously sug,;c!>tS that a copyist m,~re;,d X PIAC m:,tcad of 
CPIAC, th~ u,,Jal abbne, iation for nc.m,piar, Cp. Eccles. iii. 7, '.,. a time to keep silence, a time 10 speak'; cp. Pro1.xv.23. 

And hide not, •. ~cc critical nolc. Cp. u. 31, xii. 15. 
~ •. Wisdom is known . . . I· or \\'1sdom from another pomt of, ,cw cp. /'inti: Af,,tl, 111. w: 'A fence 10 \\isdom 

is silenc~,' " sa>·il\. 01 Rabbi Aqiba. 
And understanding by •.. Cp. Pro,·. xvi. 11>. i. adds: 'Ft firmamcntum in opcribus ius1itiac.' 

25. the truth. l p. s,.,,1,.,1ri11 ,. 11> ,, (T. J.J, whe re il is ,.,id 1hal · J:'.mcth ' ('Truth') is the name of Lod: and cp. 
John xi,·. 6, 'I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.' 

And be humble • See critrt 11 note, 
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S IR \ C II l. 26-;,. t 

,• :6 :Be nol a~hamed to confcss0 (thy) ins. 
And stand nol .1gains1 the s trea m. 

27 Prostrate not lhy soul in the sight of a fool, 
on A nd accept not the person of one that 1s mighty•••, 

28 S trive for the right" until death, 
And the Lord will light for thee~. 

(c) I\' 29-V. l h11t/1a f't<rt/ls /t11 r;:0_1·il,1y lijf ( = .1 + .J distichs). 

29 Be not boa~t ful ' with t hy tonbuc•, 
(Nor) slack and negligent in th) work. 

1• J{ 30 Be not like a lion I in thy home, 
I And 0 tyr:rnnous a nd terrible• lO\\ ards thy ~crv.rni-•. 

31 Let not thy hand be stretched out• to take•, 
'And closed' • a t the time of :;ivin,: bad:''· 

i• 6 1 Trust not in t hy wealth', 
J\nd say not , ' I have power<.' 

own ignornnn· eii ; ',\ n<I keep !lo)sdf from 1l11ne 01\ll fooh,hn,·s,';:; "l.11. 'lo 111rr, frc,m' on•qo R,a{,i,g. 
nu ,;,, Ii,,. l 6. ~::·n~ ' l :l N:.:·n ~Nl '' ~ 11ao h \ 111 1 1 h 1 61,1 ,,, " ,hg 1r11t / , 11 /1 11 tu, ,. 1, 
~·1ru1lo" GS ; l!, = Jq ·1 J!! ,,,,.,t,.!/,1,,·.1.;,1,I• 'I>' •\";;,;;01,;;~1Ht.~1ll,m11r(-J.1.:S1; 1<' \1.~~ 
""! u· (==,lL Syro-lll·x) 'li:l"l\A.; B_,<. 1"1,d.\t, · rough ". h1.ir1t1, • :(• : ·.,\' r,i .. · ~ .... .E, t.\ ~c (= G 1.1: 
Jl · do.~ { = .S) u-u .\., JU (- ::-. /'· 1!.. c\'C·r lt'lh, lot11t-s 1111~ tUi>!'I. et •11,pr1111r11s ,, h1• t 1,, .. 1 l • ii , ttr1',,..,, .• """"'' 
1 su~pici,u1~'; JI.le ' rct: kll·,~' ~;n::n·~ /,,, ;, ht, h S11,.11,l ;, It 

1 
/ ,, I/ - :"": il'J lc.:r11r, II~ • • lu! / / I , ,,, 1,1 

fi•mu/111 /11/,/,; ,/]/ ./,, w). ,s wc.,,,./111;:j',:::~·(-IS 1!.); il!'· ·, ·1,y,.,,,~ (= :,) "'.\ l!' (i), ll' 
' open' ( = .S) x So J!I' ( = e:i $ ; 311c /,'l 'tn lir1 up· ,-, s., JI" • .\; Jl' , :.•c~ · JI!' ;,-:•q • 1p1hercd 
u1•'(= 1!.) •·• J!IA 1nllil'm1.!s1orghrng (=:S),l!..1ld:rn<l111n "f~/'slrcngtl,' c.,,,.,?"joz4K 

. ::,6, to confess(tby) s ins. I he ro•>t J1:• is 1lul fr, 111 wh1 h ,,,.. Lt•,·• Jn,ish "ord for• rcpc'>l nee' comes, \It. 
'J es/1116al1. In the 0. T . this word Joe:, nut uct ur, no noun being used (, ,r • rq,tnt..mc~ •; th~ ad ,'I ,s cxp1c. ~<"J by 
the ~·erb :m!1

! 'to turn,: 1.c. fr~m a \Hon;.: rourse. Hcn-S1ra\ teacL ..,I-: on rcpc":ltance 1s the 1mr t'·u c.:fthc o. t.; 
the first step 1Sc confcs.s1on or"'"' (cp. l.c\. \.),'\:um.\. 7) ind sclf·..1.h.1~ctnent tr1 the sight of <,oc.l fc. • 1 Kini,:s ua.. 29J. 
T he latc·r l(abhinical doctriot· te.H.:ht.:. .. th ,l th1• ,!"t c,f re ;>cnt n1_c (the tech me I icrm 1s :i=.,:.=•r: .-~·:,., 'tt1 do rcpcnt4'nre '> 
is p.., u mcrilori"us: cp. the \lidr,i<h l/eus/11//1 I.',, , x.11, ind c.n the "h ,Ic sub1c• t s, c \\'clx:, /11 ,u/u /'lu l.,gu, 
pp . 261 ff., and !,,chechlcr, :,rm,. ls/His•'/ I.' 1M111i I Ii d,,.;y, pp. 31~-1H 

In Kabbm,c ,I wmmi;s th,· conf•·»1on or ,ms (the trchn,cal trm, 1s • \\ ,Lid ') 1s often inS1 ltd upon e i: l{,1bb1 
Aqiba III Cl1o1gi;:,1!, 15 ,, rr. H.), Sa)· : ' \s ,esstl, of ['<Id .,r of i:l .. ss, when brckcn, n be r,· red b) un ri:oing 
the proct. ,s of mc:lting, sci dut:s the rlisnplc of tht..· Tor.ih. ,lftcr h,l\ing smned, tinJ th \\JY uf rcco,cr g h sr:uc f 
purity b) repentance.' In ,\,111/1<·.ln11 q , (T. ll.l 1t ,s s.11d th .. , I c who omes 1 h•l;• put he of"c aflN 1h 
confession or hi, sin, in the p., ,t is' m.id ., r.,•i. rn:1111,e, IH lrom ,n ~ , child' Jl· 11. ~"<> , • 

And s tand n ot . .. • Frittsclie t.1kc.:, lhco;. 't\Otds in tht· .{ ns..- of '!)1,,1r., not.. mst thl currc • of 1 rn:cr ·, 1. c 
Do not ,lltrmp! · he impo'ii.s11Jlc. bul tlH" 11u anmg sct·m to lx.· th.it 1 :"'c m1li,ht .1~ ,\ell try and s.top he 1rrcnt ol 
a nvcr a ... i;;cck to hide ~ln:;, i. c. lrom Cod. 

z7. Prostrate not thy soul I!:. 'by not th\~ f down 1.t ",prea, not thi·sc f out··, f..ir. f. I,., tr ~,J l;'>On ': i e 
do 1101 place yours..ira1 the di• pn ,,I of" fool. The I lebr. '"'rd tr ,nsh1ed · pro•ir..te , hkc 1hc (,reek c, lh .nt, ,~ used 
of sprc.1d1n~ out ,.,ckcloth /5,.,. [ lv11i. 5, llcbr. ~nd S,·ptJ; "°• too, Ill the T.u1:um ••t:• 111 lh Jc.- ulem T.irgum to 
Ueut. xni\ . 6 of '!>pre.1ding .1 bed. .\cc<irding to "'>mend, tlu.- \\OI i 1s ,it o u ,C-.1 Ctf .i :).J\ ,\ o t ro\\ l' sc f do" n bcforc­
his. master in ordc, th.it tltl' l,,ttC'r nli.ly step upoa ?1 , :..l.tn• 11 1 ,-n n.:: mto th $.1ddlc 

a ccept not ,.. t p. J.1-.. i1 1 !"he 1gnormg ,it c1r1 ot th prob1b1t on:, ~onta. td m these two c'1.uscs bnnb, 
shame. 

28. Strive. The llebr. i1~J1' :1 should P' chaps be re,d O'>'Jl'"l -smendl. or O'>'::n:i (!>chechter) the lat•cr means hr 
' Sh ow proof or· s= ~ 5lrl\'C for 1 

will fight. \ diff< rent "ord in )1,1 from lhc forcgmn, 

(0 l\ .z9 \. 3. 
29. boastful. Sec critic.11 note. C p. J as. i. 19. 

(Nor) slack . • l. p. I'm,. x, ii 1. '}. 

30. thy home. Cp. "'· 34 for thi, use of r•J. 
A nd tyrannous . S,·c crili~.tl no:c. • . • . . 

3 1. Let not thy hand . Cp .. \els xx. 35. fh,s: 1s apparcn1Ir c,tcrl in /J, l,du "'· S; cf. !ntrod. § 7 (.,), 
, ·. t. Trust no t in. Lil • ( <:,ln not 11pt111.' t'i. ="lt 11ol tit) hr..Lrt upolk.° die f,1t1.:t,;. \\Dr.J uu.:;;t1h hr.' tu l·c mttr • 

upon • somtthing ; cp. P ,. !xii. 10. W Jth JII cp. n, •I; Luke xii. 1 S ; 1 Tim. ,·,. 17. 
wealth, , ~n is u~cd prunnril) nf (th) .,,h.,tl :,tu:n~lh, h~.t ,1b:,• trcqucntl)'· tif \H;alth, l:s. n1i. ~.~.I 4, xxi. ti,,\: 
I have power. Lit. • There · to the '' t;oU •· l~~ I 1Jl my L:.rnd. I ur the I hrJ.:,,c q,. ( .en. xxx. ~9; I Jc11~ •. \.,H 111 ~ 

Prov. iii. z.7; Neh. \·. S: :\1 ic. 1i. r ; >:-: must lx.- tak\.·n here in Lhc !iCU~c uf "mri;ht 1 or '1)0\\"4.'t '. Cc uh,;,,.., I' , ,·,n,,. 
• I ha ve sufficient,' docs nol 11ui1e .,i1c the 111ca nini; ol jt!, "'"'" rcrn. to the 51:n>e 01 l"'"cr which the pu»<~••on, I 
wealth inspires, not to t'hc boast of possessing much. 
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S IRACH 5. 2- 9 

J!lA 2 l>Trust not in thy wealth, 
•To walk aftC:r the desire of thy soul rb. 

((,o not after (the desire) of thine hc'lrl and o f thine eyes, 
To walk in the desires of thy sould.) 

3 Sar not, • \\'ho shall ha,·e powu O\'CI' me?'• 
For Jalwch is an a\'eng~r 'of the persecuted'. 

(d \. 4 8. Tiu: IV1c/.cd11rss of tc111pli11g God ( = 2 + 1 + z + I d istichs). 

Say not,· I ha\'e sinned, •but what 1happened unto me?'• 
For JalM:h is longsufferingh. 

5 Count not 11po11 forgiveness, 
Th:it thou shouldst adc.J sin to sin. 

6 kAnd say not," His mercies arc great 1, 
"'I I<; \I ill forgive the multillldL of mine iniquities 'mk; 

For merer and w rath arc with Him, 
And His indignation abideth upon the ungodly. 

7 I >rlay not lo tum unto llim, 
,\ncl put (it) not off from day to day; 

For sudden!} doth llis \ll'ath come forth", 
.\ml in the timt: 0 of \'cngeance thou shalt perish. 

fl 1'rn,t not in unrighteous gains, 
For thcr shall profit (thee) nothing in the day of wrath. 

(l'l \'. 9-YI. 1. On t/1, ,\ad of '>traig/1t_fon,1t1rd,uss m S'peah (= 2 + 1 + 1 + 1 + 2 + ~ clistichs). 

J!IAJ!l< 9 \\'innow not with c.:,·cr} \\ind, 
•'And \\idk not in ever} pathP•1 

t=~1ro-llcx)· +:\ihd enim prvdcril in 1<mpure ,indictat et obductio,m, 11cp.'l!.; 1-1, >ei c·c >.S 
,1 Rt11n'11(. · 1t·;:; /M i1J11 (' ti·il ') • .\i .. ·tral Gr/.:. wrs,:n s, ro-1 lcx iL+ · Hecau,c or my works' 1-1 Saxral 
I;, 1. , 111 ·,s ,,ti uuu T~Vl·,':li"" ( = S)fo-llex li) s ·K 3!1·' \\'hat "ill J k do unto me ?-Nothing 1 ' b + ou 
,,., ,,, ""'' ;o 24~ 1 + hr.,,~ ... ;o 248 ( = l!.) ~·-1, >S 1-1 'Jahvch "merciful' J!IA1 m-m • .\ncl H e 
,.,ill blot 0111 all m,nc miquiue,' J!IA' o +•And if thou rcmembereM not thou ~halt \Je tlc,troJcd 1< '·· z -48 
,, l!A .1.n ' ,~,, .\o jlf, //,, /<.ti ,j'JllA is co, ,,,p, -'Tum tlit• way of the st1cam ', , p, 1, 26 q + Tims 

:. 1 rust not... This ,ind the ne,., tl.1use are doublets bas,·d on v,•. I ,,, : b; the)' art right!) on11ttc<l in l!:i. 
To walk in the desires. . Cp. Job xxxi. 7. 

3. Who shall have , . . Cp. l's. ,i,. 4. 
of the persecuted. ii 'oft hee '. Cp. Ecc!t:>, iii. 1 5, "here almo.t the 1dent1c,d II ebrew n( clause ( b) o, turs. 

,,,, \ 4 ..... 
·l· J have &inned . . . l.p. Eccle, ,iii. I; l's. liii. 12. fh,s -ersc IS <1uotcd Ill Ch,1.~1'ga/1 16" (1'. JI.). 

For Jahv1:h is longsufkring. \Yith thi~ reJ01nd~r contr,1't the te,,,hing uf later sage., who, i11 accord,ince with a 
more dc,dopcd IJ<:licf conccrnini; the hereafter, taught that retribution awaited the ungodly in the nc,t world; cp. 

1 Lnoc,1 Ii. z. 
5 Count not. I it.' tmst nN ',\CJ• be not without fear' 'lhts ,crse and 1•. 6 are quoted by ;',;issim bcn Jacob (tirst 

I. LI( nf clncnth, entury) in hi• ,,pt,, r .1/a'.,siy,,f/:; also by Sa'ad)·n (d. 942) (Smtnd). 
forgivencsi.. C.p. l's. ax.,. 4. (i 'atonement'. 
That thou should st ... i.e. l>o nol think that because sins are forgiven )'OU can tberefurc continue to commi1 

~in Set furthtrthc note on Ad. 14. 
,-.. J!t" ~ plact· tht hr~t two c);1u!.c~ of this ,cr~e before:•. 5, the former repeal~ them here. 

He \\;ti forgiv«.;. 6 t'E1A,i1HT"m, 1 He will be.; p.aciticd.' 
For mercy . . Tit is clau,c occurs a.gain in ,., i. 11 ; cp. the tcacl1ing nr the books of llo>ca '>nd Amo, m which 

ti· d' ne, harackri,t,cs of mere)' and wrath arc respccti1cly taught, with special emphasis . 
. Th vtrse i, quutcd in .\lu1hfotl, I S3" (f. tl.). 
Delay not.. . 1·or the tl,ought cp. l's. cxi,. 6<>, but the llebr. word is d11Terent. 
And pu 1it) not off. ,. c. tht· turning- repentance; see note oo iv, 26. 
from day to day. I ,,r the phrase tp. 1 Um.111. wi. 23; l's. xni. 2; Esther iii. 7 1 I lcbr.J. 
suddenly doth... < p. Lei·.,.~; !\um. X\'i. 35: Is. Ii. 5; J\lark xiii. 36. 
in the time ol vengeance ... Lp. X\'iii . 24 ; for 'the day or vengeance· cp. Is. ,,,i,·. /;, lxi. ~. !,iii. 4; l'ro\'. v1. 3~. 

~. Trust not. 11:i ,.;, '"'X'· 
unrighteous gains. Cp. l'rO\. ~- z; Ezck.1·ii.19; ~latt. xiii. 22; Mark h. 19; Luke ni. 11. 
For they bhail profit... Lp. l'ro,. :ci. 14. 
in the day of wrath. G • .•. of cal.,mity '; cp. ii. z and 1 Enoch !xiii. 10, 'Our souls arc satislicd with the 

111m111n11n of unrii;htc-ousnc. , but this docs not prevent us from descending into the ll~me or the pain or Sheol.' 
(t) \'. 9 \'I. I, 
~- '!'he addition of I'"., &c. (see criucal nore), is from vi I c. 
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S !RACII 5. 10-6 . :? 

,i•J!c 10 Be steadfast concerning 'that which thou knowC'st •, 
And let thy sptech be one. 

11 De swift' to hear• 
•But with pat,e~cc make rq>ly•. 

12 lf it lie in thy power answer thy nci1,hbour; 
And if not, ~ thy hand upon lhy mouth !' 

r3 Glo ry and di~honour come throu, h -.pc.1kini::•, 
And the tongue of a man •is his fall . 

JI!.. 14 De not called · D0uble-toni:;11ed , 
And slander not "ith thy tongue, 

For shame halh bu:-n cr,·atctl for the thief, 
bAnd sore reproach forb the doublc-ton~ue<l<. 

1.5 D eal not corruptly either in a small or., ~teal matter; 
6 1 And be not an enemy in place of .1 frit.:nd, 

d( For the n) ,1ouldsl thou god a11 evil name, 111<1 reproach, and 1,lnmed 
So it i, with a n c,·il man who is double-tc,11gucd. ' 

(fl VJ. i -1, A ll'm11111,: t1r;,1111s1 /11stf11/ p.1;ri n -= l d• tichs) 

2 •Be not a s la\'C to thy p1ssions•, 
Lest lhl'y consume •thy st1c:11~1h ''likr ;1 huJlh 

{doth) th, tluuhk·l011~llcd ~11111<.·1 tl"i :,,;.\ro~II, \ -t 'II \UIIII l ''"' ,, J• ,,1 tlt, m I r r ·~·) 
wore!' me • 'word, Jllc l 'tirnt .. lllC. rf ;· 10 u JllC ,,, •• ,dth I goo,1 "" lflll~. s' " I +<' I 
70 ~48 S) ro-Tlex. • +' and kt th) life be 111 1rn1h' 70 , 1 >l 'I!. • • ill I, 1 :-:·:: ·:~:-: -;:: ;-.:-c=, 
' J!l """"'place: e:i 'let .•. hc . •• • t+;-.;cc.111ar,1n,u11() 11hsi111;i ,,tc nfunlir, i!.,,f> 1. 1 4 
•' one that b.tbblctl, J!l c . , 'hnngtth h.m into ,..,,urit) zJmf(,, ,1, rruptum J!( , -t c,,I Jl l Rt ,,f,n.s:, 
w,lh ,\111, 11J. ~V ;iv, mi,n1 c + ,u,urr:iton aut<·111 odium ct 1111111,<iti I ct ,ontumch~ 1. .J R /zn II ztlt 
Smnul :•·;in ;•~,, o10:,n y-, o:· / 1/, • fall not mto ti, han,I ,1r thy s0ul · !Jcl,,·cr not th1· . : 
t l.il. • 1t « R, ,rdw;.. ,~·:im / '":ti·n \.\'111 ,,,!) ~ h .\o : ,ti > JI• • 

1 o. stead fast. L p I • ex, , ~ ; I,. xxH 
let U1y speech . . , . , I,. cunsistcnt n "l 1t rou " 

It. Be swift to heair. Smcnd thinks tb,1 ~ c lit '/., lc1 lf1 l ""' , i:ocsd hc.m,i; ') mr1n · I ,•t,n•l\e C: , , 
a good lecture', or ·he hke. ).\/ '. however ·om.1ms the r, ht txt, q,. Jas. , 1<,. 

with patience. Cp. I cclcs , It, , I }'cl. 111. I)• l'erlup nl"1 '"1X I I l1crc the sen of 'de , n• :, 
make reply. \\ ith the lld,r. phr.,,, o:m:: :i~·-: cp. I r.1 v 11; I an. 111 16 

J :?. lf it lie in thy po wer t tt. 1 1f thln \\ llh thtc. ·; \:i \(ltls '" ,..,u,, for clc ir'1c • sake: cp. J '!\'.\x, 111. 32 
thy hand , , Cp. Job "· 5. x"x. z, I ru,, ''"· F· 

13. Glory and dishonour , p. I r v x, 111. : 1. 
come through, l.11 · , , , rn I! I m Qj'; p. l'ro\, ,, 111. ;1, , m tl1c h~nd \ur, Pll"trl of the tong c.' 
speaking. T h<' llcbr. \\Orn :O:UJ ,t!J) 11c.1ns prop,rl)' 'l() 1,c1k r '!'r ,or'L ~ch1>etl,y" th II. r.: p. 

Le,. v . .J l'-;. C\' 3); rro,. x11 16 Th<: TM>t is., r:lrt.'! ont·, 1t oi:.c•Jr .i,., 1111 m ,x. 1 /, in ~(u•l lcl.J tn the noun mean 
simply · uttt.:rnncc' m ncutr.ll st. r ,ct <ndi, :Ii 1 ~ 1.s:. ti(. 

And the tongue . Cp. ~l.,u. ,11. li, J.1& 11. ~ CT, rn~ ,, ,11/,1/1 /,,, t 1 /J \T. II J • '. • lh tr tori;uc c ,u~th 
them to st1.1mblc • l'ctt quollnt-: B.1ch~r 

14. In )1' tht.: hr.,t t ,\ o d,lll~l's of tl1f n r L conw a.ho lftrr h. J.(J, 
Double-tongued. l.it. ' m1st<rc,ft\\01lon;.::uts)',[i",,wlm,p1..rcr·cp.l\ :x n,111.13· lr,, ,,1: ,:(. r.x 20, 

Schechter quotes l11rl,, m, ,,, .,JS , 1 r. n. : · . who dotl1 not spc:.1k ur:~ t ,: "t his r:,,outtt ,r. ,\not icr , .. uh h1 
he,m ' 

slander oot. L p. Is. '". 3: e:i '1,c nol in w.111 ', cp, Pro\', :,cu. 13; l!. '(n,• c,,pians cl ,.,nf '1rl.u,, , cp. : 1: 
hath been created l p. hvL "1. 13, 1,·11 7. -"i 'there s ·. 
the thief. T he reference is lc> hilll "ho, through sl,mdcr , has stole., t~e gu, n~mc cf .,nolhcr. 
the double.tongued. Sc< ;ibo,c, 

I 5. Deal not corruptly. ~ ' l!c nol ii:nor.,nt •rnnctrnin , '; " misundcrs1.10dm1; 'lf :ti 
VJ.,. (For then/ wouldst thou , ~•For ;in c,11 n.,n1c mhcr11c1h ,h.,mc mrl reproach', o1 f ru, rtencknng. 

get. Lit. • rnhcnt . 
(/) \ I. 2-4. 
2. Be not .. ' It, • J.:x.,h llOl th1>clf in 11,c ,nan><;I of th) ,., ti • 1,ch 'ditT,uh lu ~ Cu nl r,,r rxccpl ... n 1h, 

suppos11iun thnl the poml nf Jll \\,IS 1;11,un,lcr>turnl. h,r 1h,• phr~ 1'J I.,;:: I.· to I 111 mtu the 11.111<1 ol I '1'· Ju Ii,,••, lb, 
2 Sam.xxiv.14. In xx:xvii.7 lu t.tlso rend1:rs 1' ,1:-. 1:s'o,A~ (1 l'ou1u,e' 1. The n:h:rciu.:t",.,s tlic cuntt:Xt 11oho\\J.,lj l-.> uupurt! 
passions. 

Lest they consume . . . 6 gi,cs nn ~n .. r.: 'TJ,nt thy sr,ul Le m,t t, •• n in picca like ,l hull' ; ll 35 it sti .... ds !" 
corrupt (~ce critical no1c). The onginJI mc,rnrng 1,,15 prou,1lily 1h.,t h1,1h1l pH10ns, ,, nvt rc~1~1,J, cv1uu111c 11 m.,n • 
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SIRACH G. 3 11 

Jll• 3 Thy leaves will thcyd cat up, and thy fruits will thcy4 destroy, 
_. And they4 will leave thee a, a dried-up t.ree. 

For• fierce p:ission dcstroyclh its possessor•, 
And" •maketh him~ the scorn h of his enemy. 

(g) VI. ; 1 i · Com:cmmg tmt a,rd false Fnc11dship ( = 2 + 3 + 2 + 2 + 3 + 1 distichs). 

r, 1r Gcntlt' spcechk muluplieth fmnd~1• 

And '"kindl> word,"' •those that give greeting•. 
Ii Let those •that arc at peace with thee• be many, 

Ilut thy confidant'' one in a thousand. 
7 If thou makest ,1 friend ·1 test him\ 

And be not in haste to trust him. 
8 For there is a friend (who is so) according to occasion, 

And contmuetli nc,t in the day of' affiiction; 
9 •And there is a friend that turncth to an enemy', 

•J\nd he rc\'ealcth strife to thy reproach". 
10 And there is a friend who is a table-friend, 

But he •is not to be found' in the day of affiiclion' ... 
11 •\Vhcn thou art in prosperity he will be like thee• 

~ 'And 11ill lord it c,1·er thy ,crva11ts1. 

,l S1 ,., iu J!1 > 6 tut + i"'P 2 :;3 R,,1d1i1g ;,Sy:i fo, ;i•>;.-:i 11 + quickly ' ;o • " R,ad111g l:':>'::>n 
(t,, ci·~·n h T t. joy· ~ 1, 6 /ti. ',\ sweet throat l +•ct mi1ig:\l iumurn,' (rp. Pro• xv. 1) 1L ,..,. L,-t, 
• lips of "ra, • the li1,s or the right, ou, .S · lingu.1 encl,ari, l!. n-11 R,adm;. 01>~· ':ONi~·; • peaceful greet-
in~ $; 111 hono homint: abundat l!. o-<> hat f!;rc ·t thee' .S r / ,/. the m,1s1 ·r of thy , ·en· ; tonsilianu, ~it 
1ih l!. ~...,.. J.1/. • .. cqmre him by 1es1101, r l!ii+' lh)'' • > ~· .S (ho111010/d,uto11), hab l'(c,a t l.l N 'en-
mm ; ,\ (. &<' = ~ u-u Et est .1m1cu, 11111 udium ct ri,am et com icia denudahil J!. '-1 • will not continue' 
e;; ,J, v lS b, uh 111 .1ffii111on 6 x-, Amil us si permanseril tixus, Nit tih, quasi coaicqu.11is 1L 1-7 • And 

,1rcni;1h; '"!pure ,le sir<, is 1ptlycomp.ttcd to,, bull, bec,111,e of the havoc it c,1u,cs. The rcpetiuon of ·~n·t'I is a mist.-.ke 
for ;,,x;, c~ ~·n). \\"1th th,· whole ,er,~ cp. Job XX:XI, 9-12. 

3 Tl.c met,111hor is no\\ chani,:cd, nd the man whu does not control his passion. 1s compared to a ,apless tree. 
l.'i m. kcs the m.,n himsdf the suhJcrt, m Jll thc lus1ful passion is 1hc subJ<·ct. l. p. Job =~1. 12. 

leaves ... fruits. Figur.11i,e fnr youth and offspring; cp. Ps. cx,·1i. 3, cxxxii. 11; Is. x1n. 18. 
a dried-up tree. I 1;:t;ra:hc for a man without postcnl)', a bitter thought lo the Jew; cp. I Kings xv,. 3, u1. 21; 

sec ;,lso P,. cn,·111 .. ,, 6 tur a man's dtligbl in his children. For the picture of a tn·e used fii;urati\'cly for a man see 
l's ,. 3, xx.wii. 35, Dan. i1·. 1otf. 

;. 6erce passion. 1. c. 11nco1111ollul desire (cp. Is. lvi. 11): If.,' a wicked soul, apparently read nir, for iltJI, and 
tnn,lntc<l ;::·~: litc1. lly. 

its possessor. }1.l lit. 1 il~ ,na~ter "; (i T;111 crJ'7'uµouv m:"1";,1,; cp. b. n\"i. 13 ; Pro,. :X\'i. :z (Sept.). 
the scorn. "" , .. ,.,.,, of 6 well bnngs out the idea of malignant dcligh1. 
enemy. It. !:( 'I!, enu11ics ', prob.,bl) corrcu. 

I~) \ I. 5 17. 
5 Gentle speech < p. I .,nt 11. 1~; J>rm. X\I, :,1. 

kmdly words. ~·a f 1r-,pe.1km!: tongue·, cp. l'ro\'. xi. 16 (Sept.), x,. 1. 6 unnecc,;sarily rcpc,us the ,erb. 
those that give greeting. JI! lit · thoe< that .isk peace'; 6 ' ... councs,es '. 

G. This \It· ,c.: i~ quoted in the T. U.Jd1,1mol/J 63h1 S,11J/udri11 1006. 
those that a re . Cp. for the phrase l's. xii. 10; i'rov. xn 7; Rom. xii. 18. 
thy confidant i.e. thy most intimate fm,nd; 6 'thy co11osellor ', is tou go:neral, cp. I•- xi. 13; with JI! cp. viii. J 7, 

7. I f thou makest. The Hdir. \\ ord (i"IJi'., means •to ,1cquirc ', and n,ccur!, often in Pro,·crbs for .lcq11inng wisdom. 
t~t him. Lit. 'by te.,ung' 1jl'OJJ ), cp. I\. 17. 
be not in haste. Cp. xix. 4. 

}'. according to occasion . i.e. onl)' in sn far as it suits his own purpose. Cp. PirtJt AMth ,·. 22: 'All friendship 
j;1J""X1 \\ Im h tlcpcnrls on omething, ,, hen the thini; cea.!sC!'I, the friend~h1p cea':,es; and !)Ucha~ does not depend on ~~·-H=~ • CJ, revealeU1 . Cf. l'rov. xx,. 9, 10, which offers an expL~nation o( this clause. 

10. there ;,, a friend • i. c. hi, fnendship only lasts as long as he receives hospit,,lity. 1 he Hebrew word 
r/1,1/J,r 11,, . 1:1~ Jtr1rn.,Jil)· ht'rc aaJ in the O.T. g-t:ncrally, ~ co111p.rnic,n, but l.ttcr on it came to rul'an a compani,1n 
in ~t~<l)'111;: tlw Ll .. ,-. ,111d tlrns came to be synonymous with • scholar'. The word had, ho,ic,·er, besides this the 
technical mtan,n!: of a member <>fa so, iety ur order (e. g. one "ho belonged to the sen of the l'harisecsl, who,e aim 
wa":» to oh~crn.: in all ..,trictt'\C5.:,, the la,,·s n('dean ' and' unclc,ln': in contr.ist to thed1<1h.-:r was one,, ho was not particular 
1n tht oh ... cr,·.mn: of tht::-.c, vi,. a ',n11·IM',1r,·, (-'one of the land'), i. c. one who kn(·w not the Law, cp. John \"ii. 49. 

11. When thou nrt in... Cp. xii. 8, 9; Pro,. xi 10, xix.6. In SltoMalh 3:" (T . ll.) it is SAid: At the door 
of the nch all arc fnend• :lt the door of the poor there arc none.' 

he w,ll be like thee. i.e. he will agree ,nth you in cverythini;. 

334 



S IRACI I o. 12-19 

... 1 i • • Ir evil overtake t hee• he will turn ag.tinst th~c 
b And will hide himself from thee 

13 Separate thy~elf from thine enemies, 
And be on thy guard agaill5t thy friend,. 

•• A faithful friend is a strong dcfenced, 
And •he t hat findcth him• findcth a lrc.1surc. 

15 A faithfol friend is beyond price, 
And his worth cannot be weighed. 

16 A faithful friend is a 'bundle of lifC' ', 
lie that feareth God 'obtaineth him'. 

& 17 •Ile that fcareth the Lord dirl'ctcth his friendship aright•, 
... For as he 1s, so 1s his friend". 

(a) VJ. T Ii 2~. 

& 18 'My son , receive~ instruction fn,m 1hr youth up•, 
• c I And. even unto hoar hair•.1 " halt thou lint! ,, 1,dom m. 

JI! JI 19 l>1·aw 111gh unto hu ;i, om· t h,n pluu;.:l1L·th .ind '""cth 
\ nd wait for the :abundance of ht'r fruits. ' 

~ .,. ~ t!i tichs . 

when thou an 111 adH•1,1t1· h, "ill ,kpnt lrom t!Jt·t·' lllA !$ • • • H th<'u fall S • • ~i 1-t:mr' .iw rit 'C' 

con trd. l• 1L 1• $ 11, , ,. • l k ,,ill d, 1,u1 • ,- u11.w11111.111 ii.,' ti 1, 11 :ul1.~·, 1"" 11 1!. , n, ,,;, , 

tllf IJIIHIIUltn1tllllh1~:.. t_•f 6- Iii th, Jo~,, l,11, •I A', ,tdllt-. ~;'"'S ("'· ••• r: ) / r ::-·x - £i R "'" ·sai.-;t 
( ::e e.) /, :-:,~:· 11 R, ,.:, 1:;·~.. • c:·~·· · J!! '· .s + · .\, Kl • I. • , : c , I ,., i I JI l- , 
1 8 d ~ ) 1-i > Jll i!. in rt //,, t,: · De I 1c,, 1rina S.1p1entL1< ' L I< ,1dJ11,1! ,rr,t,{a, ( - :: !. ) for ,ncl,f.,. 
1-t > Jll , -,, .\ •I, Ji<; .• · l'••< ' :,: '.-1 n,.1 I ·x ",\ 1!:i; an,I •ca~t!lt Ill f 

A nd will lord i t •• J ht.:'re .. 1dm~ C1f (; 1 , .,, 1lw contnt !thnY.~ 1 (" 1: ri~hl ;u rr. s i';~ :--i;r~ ~rt';.J~, 
wb1cb should, on rhc b.1si! of (i, bt tmt ndrd 111 J,:n• ,~,:a::n a the .1nt11hc.:sH1 dot<- n t come \Jntal 1h, ~,--x H'rK. 

The meamni; rs that th1 l.ibe f. rcncl •«·ks Ill all things lo 1d,·nt1fy hr~ 1ctu,ns \lllh th~sc <·I hun "h m he c II ( rnd. 
n. lf ev il overt<lke thec • <.p.J11bx1!<.l\l(H,·br.),.G'lf1houhhro1•i:h<kw q.xx .:6. 

A nd wrll llide himself . . . S,c tfre co111r.1 t to tlm, ,n ia:11. :3 11. 
13. And be on thy gunrd . . • t 1•. . 7, 10. 
, 4. defence. Q"i .-,i,,-q • er•· 1·.xod. xx,·r. 7 rt hc0<' ), =~• 11 (,\, • Tll, od :,,I mm.) Job.,,.:: , u J> 'ThoJ ; 

whtrc ~ilN is lhu· rtndcred. 
a treasure. The word ;,:i, ht. \n· .. dth •, he: longs , pcL 1a,J}· 10 lh \\ asdrnn Iner t'U c, rp 1' \ 1. 1 3, \ 31, \ 1 • 18. 

15. A f a1tbf ul frie nd l.11 I •Jr il t.uthful tn, nd lhcrt.: 1s no puce': ~ h,l fur .-••Cl uuuA.\11')',u ,, lit exchange, 
cp.xx,i. 14, and for the l!cbr ,'n? ,11. 18. 

And his \\ ortb Lit. ' \nd th, re 1:> no \H 10 ht h.r lus i;oo<lrn:ss • f'i .•. ,. " .cuA.Aoa,'1' ut'T1i c p n..x v . .:: J. 
!>cbcchtcr Sl11d , 111 /uda1;1.. econd ,cm s, p. ';/3) '! """ / ,rq~ Atolh ,. G I I. J.): • l ci a m b l hrmsdf ., friend 
\\·It,, '"tll t:a nd Jrrnk ,, ·11 lum, "ho,, 111 study ,,uh lum tic ,,nuen .inti the oral I " • mt t ,,t , he ,,11J c:rtrru~t .ill 
hts .:oCCrtl!i .• 

16. R · bundle or ltfe . C"il ·,n~, the mcanm;: 1 •h,1t ., 111,10'5 l.tc 1 , , s.i1c m the Ii., !! 
soul i~ in the bundlt,;

1 
or bag-, CJ( life. Tl11, lath r cxprc.•ss1on oc.cun, for tli fir • h~l· 111 1 "'t .. 

S.1.)'S to lJu,·i<l 'And Lhout,:h in.,n he ri,t·n up ti• pur,~Jc thu:, nnd 1,t -.uk th)' lUI, )Ct the 
botmrl m lhc bundle 01 hie \\1th the l.uf(1 th)·< ,oc.1; ,rn~ the sods of 1hin1 , nc 1;~ , •tum h.111 mg o t, 1 from che 
hollow nf a '.',Jin~: )tr. S. ,\. Ct1ok, m the}'.,!/..". x,, pp. ot •.1 n:, 1, tcrs t .. th1 m lht \\or< : • \1 ho~tth !',c 1c C'Glmpln 
of the bl"lic.:f o f the external c:ool m it., cru4 torm .tppt.tr tc: b<' lXLtt.dmgl) r:1rc, the un, i..;>ru;:, that .1 n:.1n's ltfc c.an be 
wrapped up m some extun1:tl obJt ton 1hr.- s:iftt~ ol , ... t:1ch Ii > 1mmt:mt) dcp<:nds1 1s mt th .t rc-..J1ly lend us.elf to 
dnclopmcnt ,md refinement. 11111 II.I\ 1,r, soul rs bound up ,11th (1 ,. rn thL , "" nd cu '""I ,,f I J 1h><cb 11 ..,~m. 
zxv. ::9). and, ,,c.·ording: to:! !".oan1. :xx1. 17, the htc uf ~he nation h 'H 'PP.<=d up 111 J).l\l • smtt the.; e.xun ton of the 
"lamr t1f J..,r,u·I'' sclms tq t.:nta1l t1,at ot t'1t• (><:t,pl1•' ·1h1 phrai,C' 1:; sull u:.cd I tin: h1ur 1c olth \ hkcn.1.11 nd 
Scph,,rdic Jc"~· 

~chcchtcr quo,c• th< 11cll•knm, )<"·'" sayrn,.: fro111 '/ 1,u.t1h i : I, t1'. J • I 1:0 nJshrp or I c~1h' j>.,,1.,p.93). 
He that fea retb • . 1.c. a l,111ht ,I 111< ,d ,. 10 ~ ,~ardcJ :u ,1 i;rft lrom the \lnu~ht). 

17. He that feareth . . The accrdcnt.11 on11 or 1hr, d,1 ,,. 111 J!l "d, • to tic f.ict 11: t the upcnm.: "ords 
were lh(' SJ.me a, <hose oftht pre~cdm:: cl.1use c•:-: ~-·J. 

dlrectet11 •. aright. ,,11, ,.,, • m,11.cth ,tra11 h ,' ,·p. I ,a xl. 3; John 1. 23: ):is 111. •I• 
F or as be is... 1. e both .ut .,hke 10 I i, 1, Int 11d is .,s d,.u u, hrn J he hmuc f; cp, Mau. xu. I •J: • fhou 

sh:ilt love thy neighbour a, thyself.' 
VJ. 18-\ 111. ;. Tl,e contt-nb are .,gain ,ni~ccllan.-.,us \\ ,sdom st II tl,c m,110 Iheme The dr\lsion 1~11• into 

fourteen ,ubse< ttons. 

(a) VI. 18- n 
J 8. boar hairs. Cp. ~"''· .; 

shalt thou ftnd. Tho Hebr. J·~·n n~ns ra·.hcr • ,ha,t thou atwin ', cp. ""· 3. 
19. the nbundnnce of her fniit11 (i • ht'r i;ood fruits'; v,,ith the cJ.,u,~ cp. J~ , v. 7, S . 
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SIRJ\CH r.. 19-27 

:tl"' :ti• !For in cultirnting her thou [needc,.l to) toil0 but for a little, 
For to-morrow shalt thou cat her fruits. 

JI• zo llowr harsh is she• to the fool'. 
And he that is hcking in understanding cannot abide in her. 

:ll"'J!!c z1 Upon him 'she i~ like a burdensome stone', 
And he is not slow to cast her oft. 

.,... 2, For\\'isdomu is according to her name', 

JI \ 

And to most men she is not manifest. 

(b) \'[. z3 31. Tltc;· ,vho scd ll'isdom s/ra/1 rrcci;•c a crtr.v11 of joy(= 3 + 3 + 3 distichsJ. 
23 • Hearken, my ,on, and receive my judgement, 

And refuse not m)· counsel; 
24 And bring thy feet into her fetters, 

And thy neck into her chain". 
25 lfow down thr should<:r, and bear her 

_t\ncl chafe not sunder her bonds'. 
26 TDr.iw nigh unto her with all thy heart•, 

And kn:p her wa>·s with thy whole powerT. 
z i Inquire and search, seek and find', 

And take hold of her, and let her not go; 

o R .,dm, ,~l,IJ'\ ( = £ f',,}j,, 11:ll)tl I• lmrJ/111,, ;ii:, ( = ~ e::1; 'exceeding harsh I G q '\\'i,Jom' .$ 1L r /./ur 
Ci S 1""!'1 'lik1. :i mi1.,d1l) -.lull!! of Lriil' 6. 1111dt'11.:.· t'"r'~'~/11 N;;'o; ,1u.1si hpidis nrtu~ proh.tuo lL t ·t Hl·r name 1s 
like hrr 1cnchin!: '.$ 11 R ·,ufii1g. u•tlh S111md. ;i'"°Ji/1/,r ;01~11. and i-:•11fi1r N1,i ,._,. >Jll. •11bslt'l11li11,. i"mltnd 
x ~ni. ~ 6, 1,11/ in lh 111t11,: .• ,. '.\-, .R adu,~,. u·,th S111aul, il'Tl~~~nJ (= '5}./ i1~n;,:mM:! 1 at liLr c..:ounscl!-. · > ·y > J!I 
• S, .S: e:i '~out' "' thou ~halt find ' S h +·and joJ' S c-c 'And thou shalt rejoice in her (al lhy) 
i>n<I ' $ ·1 ' her net J!! ( $ p/111.) o-e in pro kctionem fortiludini, ct bases ,•mu1i, lL r-r > .S lf-11 R.-.1,fti1.,, 

in cultivating 11.er I it 'on her cuhi,·ation • \\ isdom is compared to land which, though producth·e, requires 
labour to be exr,endcd upon II bdor<.: Its fruits can be enjoyed. 

but for a little. Cp. ,I. 6. The refcr<·nc<,, as tlw cona~l sho1Vs, is not 10 1hc ~mallncss of the l.tbour, but to the 
short time duran: whicr one need t.,bour, so soon docs \\'i,dom re1Yard tho,e II ho seek her. 

to-morrow. Readin1; ,m,; l'ctu, ma)'. howe,er, be nght in reading ,n~, ·quickly· ( - e:i:1, but cp. Exod., iii. 
19; h. X\·ii. 11. 

:o. harsh. 1. e. rough ((; rp,,viu: only I.I, wron~ly, mi,inl. \\'isdo1n is compared to a p:ith, cp. h·. 1;; Pro,· ii. 9; 
and see the next claus<:, · ... Clnnot .tbi<lc m her.' 

the fool. ' 'IN i, gcncralll us<·ll uf ont who 1s moral!>· b~d. as wdl as delici,nt in understanding, cp. J ·ro,·. i. 7, 
\ 1i. zz, ~i\'. 9, x,. 3. 

in understanding. I.a.' heart '; 1or the bean as the seat of lhe undcrst.in<lmi; tp. Pro,·. \I. 32. ,·ii. 7, x. 13, &c­
cannot abide. Cp. xii,. 9 (Hebr./. 

z1. Wisdom is now comp.trcd t<1 a great wcii;ht II hich lo the fool is so burdensome that he flings 1t from him, 1hus 
forfe1tin;: all the bcneh1s 11h1ch .1 little pcrsc,tranc<· would ha\'e obtained. 

a burdensome stone. Cp. Zech. ,ii. 3. 
2~. For Wisdom . Lit. 'For \\'isdom-as her name :,0 is she', i. c. her name expresses her, ssencc. 

manifest. Lit. 'plain ·, a in Pro\' viii. 9. 
(61 \ I. ZJ 31. 
23. judgement. 1'''"'1'~''• i. c. estimate, or opuuon,, i,. of \\'isdom; used only here in Sirach. \\'ith the whole verse 

cp. J 'ro,· xix. ::o. 
24. And bring... Cp. , .. 29. 
25. Bow down ... e:; • Put thy shoulocr under her '; \\ isdom 1> compared to a yoke; with this metaphor q>. l'in;e 

A/,nth 111. 8. '\\ hoso rtce,,es upon him 1hc yoke nf Torah IL.ml, 1ht) rcmol'e from ham the >·okc ol roplty and the 
)<>kc ol worldly ,.arc (i"'1S iii); .tnd 11hoso break, lrom h11n 1hc yoke of T<1r.th, they la>· upon l11m the yoke of IO).llty 
and the yoke of worldly c.irc ', :'.latt. xi. 29, 30: 'Take :'If)• )Oke upon you, and learn of ,1e ... for M>· yoke IS 

c'")• and ,1y burden is lii,:ht,' 
chafe not . . Ltt. 'loathe nn1 ', CJ>. Lru/Ji11 54 ,, (T.1.1.): 'If thou bring thy neck undenhe yoke of Torab she 

..-i:t w.uch o,cr thee', for 1hc ,dcnuticauon bc1wccn Wisdom and the La"· see lntrod. § 9 (Ill) . 
. under her bonds. ii!· at her counsels', cp. Prov. i. 5: _but 1he conte,t J.usufies the readmg based. on e;i (see 

c•1ucal note). Cp. th~ )hdmsh D,·bar,111 Rabb .. to x. 1 . • It 1s as if a lord sard to his sen ants," Here ,s a golden 
d, 11n 11 thuu doest my 11ill1, but if not, here are iron fetters•·'; the reference is to 1he obeying of God's \\ill as. 
reve.iled ,n the La\\ . 

:6. The umi~ ... ic,n ur this ~·. in l! is prob.tbl)· accidental: the.re i!t nu tt:,1~on to <luubc tb 1;en111incncss; indeed the 
word, of the next .. 'Ir.quire and search,' seem to demand a reference 10 the walking in her paths, i. e- the ways 
that lead to \\' 1sdom. 

with all thy heart .• with thy whole power Cp. Deut. vi. 5. 
z7. I nquire and ""arch ... ~ · :-.c,uch I/it. trace out/ and .eek, .1nd she shall be made kno" n unto thee·, a free 

rendering; cp. Dcut xi11 15 (Sept.J. 
let her not go. Cp. Prov.'"- 1 ,. 
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A•< 28 F or at length thou wilt find her rc,t1·, 

And she shall be turned for lhrr into ~ladnc,,• 
29 And her feltcrsd shall become• a ,lay of strength for thrc• 

'And "her bonds" for •robc.<1 of i:lory•. ' 
30 An ornament of gold is her roke 

And her fetters a. cord of blue' 
31 Thou shalt arrar the_c with her (a. with) robes of clorr, 

And crown t hee with her (a, "ith) a crown of ucantr 

(c) VI. 3z .. 3j. ,I 1cward awaits lltosr ~,·It<> dil(;mt/y sa/.: ll'i1d,:m: 

32 M)' son, if thou dcsirest il thou shalt be made wise, 
And if thou set thy heart tthncon), thou sh;tlt learn prudence 

33 If thou desire to hear, hthou ,h:ill rccciveb 
1And if1 thou inclinek thine car, thou shalt b,· wi~ 

6 34 1Stand thou in the asscmblr"' of the ciders, 
And ,,hoso is wise, clca\'c unto him'. 

,i•JII" 3:; D esire lo hc:lr c,cry discourscmm, 
And let not a wise pron·rb• escape thee. 

JI" 36 °Look for him who 1' is wise• and seek him out carn~stly, 
And let tlw foot \\Car out ~his thr<:,holtl'1• 

371\leditalc in the fear of the \lost Ilich•, 
•And lhink upon I lis C<lmnundmcnt~· continually: 

Then will I le instruct 'thine hcarl ', 
And I le "will make thee wise' (111 th,1.11 which lho11 < t•,ire,L 

i1' nl)Jn (. . 25). r·s' rol,es of gohl ill ; • ., rolv· of luc 1L I, h .\ e; ft, -,, t, h, f,,/1 ,, , ,,, ,,, JI ; • th " 
shall learn ;;;, , + umlcrs1~nchnr' 70 210 2;;.1 !'-Jro 11 .. x +doctrn,~r·i l!. , ., (I; :o 11, , 1 t, ·, /<11/m 
out1i1 ~ k ~ uup,,.it, l'lltpr'1!/yth 11 '1k ,,r lhrou[thll, (allm;: 11/1:ftl, /' 4111,:t1 I >,-
m So S!, : 'multuud,· l1li 1111' 6 11 ,:, I} ' , T de• 1!. " IS /./111.; • it,, sa11n1;, f ,hr \\1'4' ;;;. 
o-o•Sec"ho1s"i'" ;;;, rR, .0 '?/r;,~ •1-<1'1i,•s1c1,ofh, Joors· ~ r ,,OIi :; 
...,R,,1dm1, m:, 1•m,-:-:i1 (= ;i, e:i th ,11 /,I t t' th, "·"' i, 11-u \\Ill 1e.1c'1 the, ;;. 

:8. her rest. i. c. the rest which \\ 1sdom rin,lly ~ '" to 11~.,, \\ho scd, her. 
she s hall be turned . .. To tullow .,fler \\ i,dom u1 h.,,d .,nd gnc, ous .,t , r •. cp :4. :;. In. to ii r "'•o 

persc, u,· \\ i,dom rncals h•·rsclf ,, ,he I c;dly ,s. 
g ta dnes». i,:i;n , In · t, ury "· hnL xix 1 

:9. a. stay of ,.trenitth. !j.' ;1:·~. p. I'>. h,xix. 5 ,~~::i •1:•: 1 ',mcn<I . 
bonds. C.p. 2;D ii >,,110,t(·Lra.nches ~ orr••,1100: .\( rc.ld "' 11:A.01,i, ,..,,one,· "h' h 11r"h uy 

represents the original rc;idu ~ 
robes of glory. lp. I. 11 , whcte ill h~s 'robes of ctor) , {; rs 10 he .ircfcr•c' he c· 1 er er, r n 

30. her yoke. i'1~ll}, which lfr read~·'?¥ ('upon her J: cp .. ;5, 

ll cor(I of blue. n~Jn :>·n::i the f,lmt .,sin Num. ,, 38, ht. •1w,sted thrc"'dsni btu~· It,~ the me re <' nn~ 
as the !Sept. of Num. '-"· 3 

31.acro .. wnofbeauty l 1,.l'r,\ 1, ,,x,,.~,. (i ,1cnmnofrcou n·•,cp.i.1 .~\ 6 
(el \ 'I. 3: 37. 
32. if thou set thy heart ( thereon 1 {i • 1l 1hou } 1cl<I ,hy soul . 

thou shalt learn prudence. L,, 'thou sh.111 be slnc\\d' 
33. If thou desire. :,;:nn c:,; 1,rmcn , l'fcc'l\·cly .1s m I ro,·. 1. 10, hut ro,s1bl)· II i, .i nb.,1 crrur f•r 

:i;,:,;n ex \- t!:i:J. 
34. Stand thou .. , l I'· \'Ill. 9. 

in the assembly .,. Cp. x<.~i,. 11ft x."'·' J. 
cleave unto. Cp. xiii. 16 b. 

35. discourse. Cp. viii. r, .xi. 8. ii~'t:.' m the 0. r. nu:ans a. • compl Lint'. • 1~1 • musmg' or .1 • mcd-uhun ', u, 
P s. cxix. 97 it has ,he sense ol thc ·stud)' of ti,~ I ,l\V, In :,O.cc,-lld,rc\\ ll mc•ns ,rn ,.J,fy1n~ ,hs, oursc:. 

escape. Lit.· :;o lorlh ', cp. \,en. ;.Ii,. 4; Jcr. •. lo (llclir./, , . . 
36. Look. for him who is wise. lu · J( thoi. ,..,.,t a man ,,f ,,nd, rst.,ndmg , ••, !rce rcndcrm~. 

seek. him out eamestly Cp. Job ,11. 21. it; • Get thee bc111nc unto h m , cp." 12 
I.et thy foot .. , Lp. l'ro,. vii,. 34 and /'i,q~ At,<>fh 1. ,H 
wear. For thL I lebr. word ~n~· .·p. Job xiv. tr,. 

37. the fear of tht.: n:tost High. tu · th\. 0Hl111.u11,.1•:i of the J .ord ·. ..\~ ,uu.•11J IK>int~ 1t0l. 1 ~n-~,ra h ,. ·· :is,· 
or o,ri',tr..: n~i' but nc1.·cr elsewhere ;r~l) nNi,. tlu~ 1-cml: thP uni)' pl.a.~,· \\lu.·a• n uu:ur,: 011 lhC" utla·r h.mJ. m ,,,, . ;.1 

Jl''lJ T'liln oc:urs, and perh.,p:- th.it ls what. :..lioulc.1 be rl:ad here; the n:rh • 111cd1tJ.tc.• • ~uia?Clll~ th1-.. 
will He inatruct. 11:i • c• 1abh, h ', rc.,ding r::r for f':l' . , , 
And He will make thee wi5e , . (i render, fa:sl) : \n.J <h) 1lc>1n: ur '""lo·n ,h~ll 1-c J:" c~, untu t "" 
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SIRACH 7. 1-8 

(d) VII. 1-3. Au Ed1ortt1tion to kup from Sill ( = z dist ich s). 

lllA 11c ? , Do no evil". and e\·il will not overtake thee , 
2 Avoid iniquity, and it will turn from thee. 

IIA 3 b • Sow not in the furrows of unrighteousness°, 
Le~t thou reap it sevenfold. 

(,·) VI I. 4 7. A 11 E dtortati,m to follow after /lumility ( = 1 + 3 distichs). 

'4 Seek not dominionJ from God', 
l\ or' a scat of honour from s the king. 

5 Justify not thyself in the sight of God b, 

iNor display thy wisdom' before the king. 
!, Seek not to be a judge k, 

1 Lest thou be not able1 .. to put clown presumption"', 
(And) lest thou be in fear in the presence of a might ye man, 

An<l Lhou put a "ilumbling-block0 in (the way of) thy uprightness. 
7 P Sin not1' against the assembly in the gate•, 

That n c.i,t thee not do\\ n' •amon~ the multitllllc•. 

/1 \ fl. S-10. I 'l'Omi11g againsJ a false d«trine <>/ A to11e111mt ( = 3 distichs). 

8 tl)o not wickedly continue in sin••, 
For 111 respect of' one (sin)' thou art nut without guilt, 

• + · ,,., th, --elf' J!I" 1, 6 ri,.ru l ·:II) son t ,u,,.,v) <'-<' R«1d111g (a/ltr 6 .SJ ;i)1J.t ':!'l'ln l/'lln ,N, lht 
/,xi ifJ!I ,, ··011·11tt d • prt -c111inencl' · 6 • 'fro111 the Lord' & , • from man' lL I Se 6; Jl read. j:ll 

~ 'lik 'J!lc h R ,uli,~:; SI'\ (= $) fi,, ,,,: th.- Lord'; +quoniam agnitor conli, ip,c cs, ll H noli 
, < lie rnkn ,apicn, !!. !. R.,1,/111;,. tJ!ll~' ( =6 )/•1 S~·10; ;;, Jllc 1-1 So 6; • 11 thou .tn not .,hie' JI! .S i, 
111-,n to t.1ke away iniquities ' l!1i ("" .S 1!.) n • ric.li 1 .S u Lil. 'a bribe'; 'a blemish' .S V-P L,1. ''.\lake 
no: thJ,df nil' q R,·,,dm.(' "1!1~'/01 ,i-: '"1)1:;' (' the gates of God ') r-r • \ml cast not thyself down' 1!:ii 
,-. 'in its jud~emcnts' $ 1-, S Ii • n·peat noL 10 &111 sins' u R,adir,c i :,:un (Pct,rs)/or on ,-, 'the 
former (sin,)'$ "'' lllJ ;.:1ft,' ;o z53 SJ10-J k~ l!, 1-1 • De not gncwd' .S > +' and tarry 1101 to fulfil the 
commantlmcnt' S ' > S 6 l. • l!, /1, ti,, fit/, ' De m~ndacio vitando ad amicum' b 'noli amarc' (/or 

(di \'11. 1-3. 
\'I!. t ~m, nd gi,·es refcrtn.:es to 1hc \11dr:1,hic literature in which this verse is quoted ,ncra.l time,, vi,. WaJjiqr.a 

f...,1/,/J xx.ii 190., lk1111,lh"1 R,,bba xri1i. 272.d, (_Jo/1t,klll Rt1b/Ja \.". 97b. 
,. Avoid. l.tt. 'he far from'. 
3. Sow not. . . l or the mcL.,phur cp. Jobi". 8; Prov. xxii. 8; Gal. ,.;, 8. 

,seven told. L p. :ca,. 11 (e'.i µxu, 13), 

(</ \ II. 4-7. 
4. Seek not • • The reason for the pruh1bi1i11n i~ not because the,c things arc in themsch ,. s 1Hon1:1 but because 

power t, , :nncs, for most men, a temptation to wrongdoing. 
dom111ion. ~ or the< ,reek ~,,,,,oa·ia cp. x.. 1 a. 

5. Justify not thyself. . Cp. Joh tx. zo; l's. xliii. z; Lcdes. vi,. 16, ;\Ian. xix. zo; Luke xviii. 11 . 
Nor display thy wisdom. l.it. 'Le not wi><:'; \!li ,..9 ao<f,iCuv, 'play not the \\t,c man', cp. lL (,cc critical note). 

The form jl1Ji"ll1 doc~ not o,cur ,·bcwhere in this ,cnsc ; Smcnd suggests OJnnn 
( . Le<,t thou be uot able. Sec cri1ical note; ht . 'lc5L thou h,ivc not might'. 

to put down. l .. 1t. • to m.1k1..· to cease 1 ; e:i' • to take a,,ay '. 
leat thou be in rear, , l':i • Lest haply thou fear tht person of ,1 mighty man,' lit. 'Je,t thou act cautiously' 

(f''J r.1.1n ,,.>..u,"1?~'id, u~1 d ma b;ul .::.cnse hcrcJ ,·ii. not doini.: his d,ity for fear of orfcndins the t mighty man'; cp. Lev. 
xix.. t 5 ; \1 ic. , II. J. 

uprightness l p. xlix. 3. 
7: Sin not against. Tiu, wllulcl be done cUlll'r by acuni: unJLtstl)' in rlefcrcnce to the' m1,shty man', or else by 

taking" brib~; cp. 2 Sam. xix. 8; Amos , .. 15. 
in the gate. "11/::• 1> rendered ,ro~« in the Sept. of Gen. xix. 1; Dem. xii. 12; I•. xiv. I and clsc\\here; sec 

abo >..a:1. 111:i lOO<l\ .) z~ 
That it cast thee not down.,. i.e. that the muhitudt c~st Jhcc not down. t'hc words are probdbly to be taken 

ma 'bur ttve;. sena- :, '(>, Prov. ,·. 14. 
(/) \ti 8 10. 

f. Do not wicked ly... I a. 'I un,pirc not to repeal sin'; 6 'Hind 1101 up sin twice' (f'i/ wm&ai,<i.irnr a,, 
<iµnpriav), cp. """!,,. in I Sam. xviii. I, .md .,,,.a,11,..t,< in 2 Kings xi. 14 (H art). 

For in respect of 1.c. c.1ch indi,idual sin dt)Crves, ;md rcccl\ e:; pwiishmcnt. 
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9 Say not, ' Ile will look upon the multitude of my Rifts, 
Ancl ,,hen T offer tlhu 11 J to the :\lo,t 11 ,i..h c;ocl lie will acc,·pt (them)~.' 

1 o "Be not impatient• in thy prarer, 
And in righteousness be not bchindhandr. 

l6 ) VII. II 17. i ,111,,11s prarprsfor ro1,,/11et t1/ lift(= .1 +2 + 2 di,tichs). 
n Despise no man (who is) in bittcrncs, of spiri t, 

Remember that' there is one who cxaltcth and humblcth. 
1z • Devise not b ev1l0 against a b1olhcr, 

" Nor do the likt.:4 :\gainst a frit·nd or a neii..hbour withal•. 
13 Take 110 dclii;:ht in lies of any' sort, 

For the outcome thereof will not be pleasant. 
1,4 Prate not " in the assembly of eltkr~h, 

A nd 1cpeal 1 not (thr, words in lh)I prayc-r. 
15 i. II ale not 1 laborious work, 

"')/or husbandry, for 1l w.,~ ordained of Go<l ••k. 
16 n N umber not thyself 0 amon::; sinful men•• 

Remembt•r that \\Tilth1' will not tarry. 

'anm') :11. <,\',, :!, ; Ji {,1.'\lol·11lc· ',11 e:r • \, 6 ; "JJ '1/.'~n·ltl·.:,' • >G 'R 11111;~; (,rl;',J 
YS · llide1101th),uul", ,1./111 I li,p , :,on,., , .~.,(S·,,,.,f) bS 5, J!l /,t'1,r,11~e,'(=.::) ••alt r" .$ 
k k > .l5 I R ,,,dmg ;,~n/ r ;•:,er, ( S11 ·11J) o n,, / 1·/ ,i III I,,/ cu,,,fl n u • ( v~ nee t'lysclf 
more than tht" men of th, 1wopl1 S "R,,7,1111.: i'll 'n'::!:: (.1,- C!: -n~~ 1 I< , /111, p,:!: ~ 6 .::I~, ''i"U1 

9 . T his \CfOC "·'" !.,lltn !JUI II JII, m it· pla«· • 1; ,ta .. _ hLr<... 11 pbcc~ •• co beforr • 9. 
Say not, · He \\itl look upon . • ( I ,ocxn. 1<,b: P•o, xx:. 2;, on chs f,Jsc con cpt· "lo! ,110,omcnt ,v1d 

~'ltisf.lrtaon here cmnh.1.tcc1 ('p. Is. ,. 1 1 t 5. 
10. Be not impa tient \ -.,n, d poinb nut, ,-;'"'nn as an iab!Jn·vi.1tc,t form of n,~ .-i,~,: for 1h1 phra5<': ue 

J ob ni. 4; Prov. XJ\ ::9. _(r µ 111~~,y,,o/u\•;111,~, cp. u 9, J,1s. i. tl, ~mJ the ;11clrash JJ , 1r,111 N rb , 111 .: ... • Jtr.i)' and 
pra), ac 1m no a: .11n ; l t1m1• will co111e when thou \\ 11~ he ,,nswcred': c 1ls, \l 1.~t :u1. ~,, 2: 1 \l.a.rk x :-4 

And i n righteou~ncss. . 1. l al ni:;gi\ m~. q,. ~xix. 8: ~ 1 S'eglc, t not to ,::nc a n ', cp. m 10-. I .,Inn;, ng 
a~ the h1fh<:.,t form of 1 ,J,t,ou~ncss, l~ ,~ ·'; ac m.Jm,! Lu R.lt.',inic1l tc·,1 ... hmg cp. ~Laa. \1. 1 ff 

(.,;;) \ 11. 11 17. 
1 t . Despise no ma n . \U' • l:wgh no: .1 m .111 to lli:.l_.Orn '. frc•· rendering. 

in bitte rness of s pirit l he more u,.,.11 ,·x;,r~ ,on in the (>.'I'., • in b1t1crnes • f uul' - ~I p. Job 111. 20. 
, ii. 11; Prov. x:xx1. 6. Tht: nfrrcn,c i, lo one ~.:ff1:rir1: d, t ution who \\.0'.1l<l 11t· \'1. o'>J"c r-f scur I c his C'\'t 

plight would be re ,;u~c1.l 1 ... a. , isihJ, .. si~n uf di\ inc \\ r.\~h io1 " ~11.1, .. t<"J, cp. I~. 1111. 1.S, 
there is one who .. . 1·p. f >r thi, th1>ui:ht I S.un u. 7 I i. S:, 53. 

r2. Devise not. I.it. 'p'o 1zh nut', 5q 6, cp Pro, in.".! :.:•, , me ms h >th' 10 p10L.g·1 • '" t • t•> d• • cp. Pr>\'. 
i ii . 191 and f ,r thr 1nN.1~1h1,nc:l1 "'L'nsc, .,s lierc., t. ,. l I 11s .. , 1 , 11 b1 

a friend or n n eighbour :V~ c· fru:nd '1 1 1nort: inlm, u_ 1llo1 ,::-, 1 •con, tmon ·,. ., thr t rt r ,c .1ho nt>tC' 
on \ I, 10. 

13. Take no de:ight I t. 'I >clii,ht rot '" Lt ~) lie', 
the outcome. i"1r "'n 11u..•.ms us1J.tll) 'I.op<"' 11r l\':IH~·ct.1tion \ bJl 'l ot ""11 " : the n,e of· re • >;Jt nn· ' 

several time..; in tht~ boo\.:., cp .• •. 171 xx ,:...() Job x ~i:> li nusundt"''.'>t ,,.ds. trc c, ... an c dcr "l: • ~ o thl" rus:o n 
(ht. ' contmuance ' J thC"rcof i, not f .Jr gonJ.' 

14. Pra te not. G l'-•i fi~o:\1tqu (lit.' lMhhle nnt 'J, '5Cc Th to l.tnn~ 01..;! the- me.\OI .,. cp u, 1 G ,,>.\. ) l~cclcs. 
\', :::. T he Bebr. ,, ord 1nt'ans s11uply 'lo conn rH' , < p. xl11. 12 

repeat not Cµ. 1:ccks. ,. 1, ... nd .\I.,u. \ 1, ;. • . .\nd m r•r.ty111:: use 11 ,1 \'.l.tn rcpi t t 1 a. 
15. Hate not . . Lit.• 11.,tc not .1. \\Mf.uc of \h1rk. •• cµ. Job \II, I (R. \' rn.1rJ.:.J, tt> \er ~, W> thll afrcJti) m 

the time of Bcn-~ir mi'\nu1I Jab, ,ur, the h•lrour 1hlcness of" h1ch 1s ofL , c~phas1 -~ J m H. 1'1brn 1.. ti ,uni ~ , v. u held 
in high c,1ccm; cp. \J;rn xiu ;5. \l 1rk 11. J, n1d J'1n;, ,I •th "· 2: 'J x c' 11 u l'o oh u l) I·~ ther w11h 
,,oddly bu,i;inc ... s., , .. ti Torah ,\itlmut ,, 11k 'I.e. manu.1! l.1h,,urJ must ful .tt len.zt11, .inJ o c.u1on n --t.JII) ', this 11., 
S3)111g of Rabbi G:un.,1,, ,, n gr,,n,l s m ut the ;:re ,t c -,nuhcl; he livctl al th cnJ ot 1~e firs: c n1ury .\ l>, Cp. also 
r.Ji,l1i11r/1i1199t.t 1·1 It) · \\"l1<hoeH·r Jmh no: tt.•ach h, son work, te:1cheth hun to roh. 

husbo.ndry. ,,:iv in 1his ''""' wcJrs m I XQ•l 1. 11 , L hroll. xx,·i,. :6, th ,er':> is used 1n Dcu· u, ~; I rck. 
nxvi. 9. 34 : Leete,. ,. 8. 

ordained. Lit. 'apporl ionc,I ', cp. x . \ ( I !t-1,r l. 
16 1 17. T he order of these ,crsc, v.iric II the Creek ~J:,;:,. 
J6. Number not thyself. 1'.:\::·nn t.,s .1111· 1111n1,m\111.1l 1~t11x u-,\cl ":tl,·'.\1...-d, t• 1 ~ t •un,I ,cs ,lu. 1..1~ ,na .,I l.,.x11,., of 

the O. T . fSmcndt, cp . . 7
1 

\\ht· t· .inu:ht.·1 t· .Pnpl,• u, i.;Urf 111 1;.·':.:11:i ""N • nuL.c 110' tli~·!"(_·lf C'.'\·11'. m 11
11~·1' At,,,a/1, 

ii. r 7 thi~ i~ c.:x p 1C-~M'd ,~~3' 'J:::~ l,'::0
, ':1 ,, ~Nl. \n ,t~MlttJ.:11u1 \L-..lJ..-C i:, ft1u_11d 111 \,.,1,,,. :IC\!'ordm,: tu "mend. 

among sinful men. 15 • amon;:: the multi1udc of inn<rs ', <P· xvi. ti. xx 1. 9. 
wrath J'hc H e Ur \\ Oh.I jl-,)3: <lot nut u, ur t.l:,,a·,\ .. r..:.; pu~s1·,J) at ib u 1.:mrUJ>tiun of ;i,:a). 1 I'· l1r,H·. x.,.ii Xi. 

In~ there is a word-play in this clausr; ill'l'I' ~~ •1,::ii; 11~1. 
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SIRAC II 7. 17-23 

lll" l!!' 17 Humble (thy) pride'' greatly, 
For the expectation' of man is decay•. 

[' Hasten not to say, 'Violence', 
Commit (thyself) unto Goel, and delight (in) ll is way'.] 

(hl \'II. ti!- ! 1. A mall's dutirs lrJ a frimd, a 1,•if,·, n11d a Sf1",!a11/ ( = 2 + 2 distich~). 

l!!" 18 Change not a fm:nd for money, 
Nor a natural• brother for gold of Ophir. 

19 Reject not• a wi~e" \\ ife, 
And a we 11-farnurcd (wife) is above pearls. 

)l!AJl.!c 20 'l\laltrcat not 'a servant that scrveth truly7, 
l\or a hirelin~• who giveth his life (for thee). 

21 A wise slave lo\C as thyself, 
And \\ ithhold not from him (his) freedom. 

i) \'Ir. .!2 .!.,. .II 111m/J duties to !tis cnttle and to /1is c/1ildrm ( = 2 +? tFstichs). 

J!I" 22 !fast thou cattle". look (to them)' thyself'', 
.\nd if they arc• profitable, keep them'. 

JU" JI!< 23 •I last thou sons, eo.-rect them, 
1• \nd ~ive them "ivcs• in their youth1•. 

~ ' ,oul 6;; ,1 ori lL ••punishment' 6 • lt1. worms'; • for \\Orm, il!' 't >llli $ lL; 
//, /(xi 1. nl{,I I R ,1di11.~ c.·;>nfor '17n ,. • Forgo not' (I'? nu,uAtt) 6 · 'l.xchange not' S (,p. ,·. ~6) ; 
' llc(•,Hl not from 1!. " >15; +'and good' G; J!. adds quam ~ortitus cs in timor,· dd (,p. xxvi. 3) 
'iL /,as fl, Ill!, • I le hono ~,no' r-r • a trusty ~crvant • }l.( • R,ad111g ; •:~· /01 ; :ii::· (' tl,c hirer ') 
•ll!A ht1s :lJn (,/', l>Lul. xxxiti. 3, ,1 11,u• ,Y,o-llt&r. u·ord); J i1K ~c hf.1/. 'a beast' oo,- to it' 
•1 .l.11. 'wi•h thine ,-y,s' •· Or • ii is' f Or 'it • ~ ll, has //J, /tile 'De filiis h-h • ,\nd oo" dm, n 

17. H umble . . C('I. ii. 18. 
dece.y. Iii • fire illld the worm', cp. Job :u,· 6 •• \lark ix. 48. ,\ de,·elopment of thought rci;arding the Hereafter 

had taken plact in the inttnening period bel\\ccn th<.- time \\hen l!en-:-.ira wrote his book and the gr.indson translated 
it, hence the addition in e:; ; cp. with the Jailer I Enoch ,!vi. 3 (The Hook or Parah!<:.>,.:. 94 6.; a.c. I:_ ' . •• Darkness 
will be thur dl\clling. and \\Orms their bed ... '; ,md I Enoch xc,,ii. 3 (,·. 134-95 i;.c.): ' . and m shame and in 
slaughter .ind in grtal destitution will their spirits be cast tnto the fornace or tire.' 

In l'irq,· .//.,,fi, iL 7 this verse is quoted thus;· Rabbi Levitas or Jabnch silid, llt cxccc,lingly hll\l)· or sp1m, tor 
the hope oi man is the worm.' 

H asten not.. The~e l\10 additional clauses arc certainly not original. 
Commit 1thysetr1 unt o ... Cp. Ps. :<.~ii. 9, xxx,ii. s (llebr.) • Pro,·. ni. 3. 

t/1) \'If tb 21 

I' for money. (i na.,.,t,,:po,, t' a thing indifferent'), .t mistake for 3m¢,,1,ov 1' profit'). 
e. natural brother. The rc;1dmg o,Sn m, is th.n sui:11cstccJ by :Soldekc 1L,J Tl/", xx. 851. The \\Ord occurs on 

th<c ·1 rg. of f'scudo-Jona1han o1nd in the' Fragment' Targ. to Gen. xlix. 5 in the ,c11se of 'twin·, and seems preferable 
to the .k. 1 a ,t siands ·,:m nN; but Schechter thinks 1ha1 the !alter is correct, and compares it with the Rabbinical 
h:1111 'l:'i\ C::'N1 • \\·]11ch mc.:an~ the trcspass-offorin~ of one who 1s in dou{r/ l\'hcthcr hC' has committed an .tct that 11il5 to 

ht .,toned f•>r liy a sin-offenn~; 'l)n r;:,. would then mean a doubtful, quest,onablc friend, an indifferent friend.' The 
111eanini: of the ,cr·,e would then be 1ha1 ;i friend is so ,·a!uable a possession that c,en the semblance or one should not 
he l.<rh,tn~e,l ro, gold. 

gold of Ophir. Lp. 1 Kings ix. 28 ; Job xxii. 24 . .x,ii,. 16. 
19. a well-favoured I wife 1. For the c,pression ;n il:ll:) ('"ell·fa\'oured'), cp. :Sahum ii,. 4 (Smcndl; 6 · heq;r,,u,. 

pearls. The exact s,~nilication of D'~'l!l ,s uncertain, whether 'pearls', 'corals', or 'rnbics ', cp. Job ,o.-viii.18; 
Prov, ~\Xi. 101 and R. \ rn.arg. 

zo. who giveth. . , c \\ho dc,oles his \\hole life 10th)• ,en ice, cp. ix. 246, Ii. 20; Dcut. xxh. 14. 
:1. And withhold not . In reforence to the law according to \\h1ch servants were lo be l'rnnoecl their freedom 

after six years of ,en· ·e cp. ExCKI. xxi. z; Dcut. x,. 1z- 15; Lev. xn. 39-43; Jer. xx.,iv. 8 18. 
(•• VII. 2~ z5. 
22. cat tle. Lit. 'a beast'; Smend suggests that a riding-horse ,s meant, cp. !I/ch. ii. l ::, 14, "hich seems 

probable. Cp. I 'rov. X)(\'11, 23 ff., of Rocks and herds generally. 
profitable. Lit. ' reliable·. 
keep. Lil. '!ct II stand finn ', i.e. do not part with them. 

23. corr4:ct them. Cp. n.x. 1-3, 13; Prov. xxii. 26, xxiii. 13. 
A~d g ,v_c them wiv~ . . . Schechter l,\/11,/1. , . znd series, p. g6) refers to Qidt/1,rll/11 30 b, where It says tha t 

the ch,er duue• or a f.,1licr 101\Mds his son consist ,n 'instructing him in the T orah, bringing him into wedlock, and 
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SIRACH 7. 24-31 

JI• ,ic 2 4 I !..is l thou daughten,k, kecp1 their bodies, 
And show them not a plcas:111t countenance. 

6 

25 :.\Jarry thy daughter, and sorrow will depart [_from thy house:], 
But bestow her upon a man of undcr:.tam.lmgm. 

(j) VI f. i6 :8. A 111a11'; d//f)' fo ltis :,•1f, ,wd t,, /us far,nts (;;: 1 +:: dbtich,
1

• 

2 6 Hast thou a wife0
, 

0 abhor her nol 0 

But tru,t not th pelf lo onc th.it hateth (thee). 
27 10 llunour thy father with thy whole heart, 

,\nd for!;ct not thy mother who li:irc thee qin pang,~. 
28 ••••Remember that 'of lhcin thou wast born' 

, \nd how canst thou recompense thlm fo; \\ hat they have done for the,·' ? 

1l) VII. ;9-31 . . ·/ 11/(1/l·s r/1111:s 1,, C:od ,uu/ 1., Hi. 111111rst,n ;;: 2 +: tlistichsJ. 

JI' 29 • Fear God I with all thy heart", 
.'\ nd reverence II is prie~ls. 

30 With all thy strCAJlh r IO\'C" llim that made thee, 
And forsake not llis ministers. 

J I 'l,lorify God• and honour the prie.,t, 
,\nd give (them) thcir portion as it is commanded (thcc): 

"The food Y of the trespass-o/Tering, and the hc.we-ofTcnng of the hand", 
The ~acriliccs of rii::htc.ou~ncs,, and the offerings •of holy thin~s'. 

their nelk from thdr) outh' 6 ( = l!.1 i > }!l0 bi 1111slil, k •son·,' J!lc I • i;iH h, ctl lo• {i io +•w 
µ,uaeµ,,•w (1< t.~ µ,uou,rq rrt) ,,~ ,µrnrnv,T1J• urn•rni• a:i~, ,f. l. 20 lJ D +' af.•r :l,y 111i11,I ' 15 ~"" • ca:;t her not 
out ' ~ ; · for,.ikc her nut ;, r·• > l!l •1 'I >:: .1 1!. has flu Idle ' IA parcul oL · r-r • 1. the) had not 
bnn thou ha,l,t 1101 l,c,·fl ::: ( = l!./ • l!. l1a1 th, f:tl, • I>, tnnore UL I t hL •1Qre 'l, •, 01u1r ' , • 1 Lcrd • ti 
"\;':;oul l'i '·heart'~ .. honour's :,..1•Feartla:I..ord'{;- '\:x:s:1:1!,.,,,.:/,r 111, ,'1 ,,, 1r1u, 
;L'UJ't l [i ,nr up,'t,'J\ (B.lL ~ .\ nr.aµ);'I") z.-1. >e:i 

teaching him a lttndicraft' The point of the admoninon is th~t f.,thtrs "oulJ, uy ma•ryin thc1• uns whale 
'}'Oun~. s.·uc lltcm !rllm tcmput1on. \\'ith thl! 1.cndcrmg- of (i 1,;cc crmc.ll not. 1 cp t 1 c mt<.rp,,,11.rL-d r ns.Jge ra. 1: ,,. 

2~. And shO\\ them not ... Lu.• ,\nd nus,· not thr hcc to shmc unto th.111 '; >e n\l 10-1~. xl11 10, 11. 
25. l\larry thy daughter... Lit. 'l.c:t lhy <l.1ughtc·r 5:0 out, and sorro\\ \\Ill i:o m ... 1• \larr1.1gts wut: uran&itd 

by 1hr father<; clau,•h1,·rs h.1d nn ,ay in lllf' d1m,c ul 1hc1r hu,b.,nds. 
But bestow her upon.,. The I (c\,r, word "1:ll in 1h1s case occurs elsc,d,nc 11 tlu lublc .ll)' in t,en. ux. 20. In 

the \lidrash P.·tt0qf., 4•1,1. it i, s;iid th.,t a 111.1n ,loo.1IJ I:'"' up .,H he it,1> i.e. for 1h~ rurp:: e ul olT«ing ;1n 
ad.t:qu.1tc marna,tc--,,·ttlcmt;nl in order tu lll.srr) I i~ l..,1u,;htcr t.-, .l h;.1rm'd 111 in, .md " ,_•oc on LJ 5a) that 1J the 
daughtc·r of a learned. mm marries om• of the 'm11-/r i,11~.r ( th,· p~oplc ,,f tl1c I.mu', w,10 11c•c "'llc;,med/, t'1c 
mam,111c 11oold he a failure. 

( 1) \'IL z6 28. 
26. abhor her not. Tl,e reference is to I .c.-.... u. 7, 11. 
But trust not • . . See critical nn1c on the preccchni; , ers,·. 
:7. The omission of this \'crsc and the next an ~ 1s pr-0hably due 10 the tact that , . :7 and :9 both '>egan "1th 

tlw same '""ds 1::l) ?:l::l (' \\llh all thy hca1t '). 
Honour. Lil. I ;.:in· ,Jory tu.; t:p. 1:.~vJ. '.\:\.. 1:, nc.:ut. \, ,r, \\,,i..;t• l' t; Sl 1:. U~:. T'lf-'"'' llbh.:jJ uf .. ;.~.;w. 

as here. 
::X. how canst thou recompense. ('p. ti1l .... ,yin):,,( l.:.-1•,1~1 Ju,l:ll· l1.,-,.b1111111..: k,tit ~c", ,nd.c..: ll:l) \ I•.) • 1., 

c.ucful of the honour due 10 your moth.-r · let the l.unp br Ill m Its pwcc, l~.c tabk "" set 1r1 11s pl,1cc, tbc couch 
be sprc.'ld in ilS place' IT. H. A·,·1/w/oo//, 103,1, quottd m//;, IL '19 <1). 

for ,vhat they have done for thee. [i 1e.u8wi. u~rni am. 

11·) Vtl.29·31. 
etJ. reverence. Lit. 'r~gard as holy'..: ri O,,,,..,{•:.cp. ,-u,·111. J,-
30, And forsake not . . . Cp. lx\, 11. 3

1 
\I. 1(,. 111. ;. 91 3..i: :'\um.\· .. Cj, ,,1u. 8 19; lku1. xi. II_;,~\, 1. t 5. 

31. their portion. Cp. Le, vi. 14-18. 
The food of the. . . l p. , um. xv. ::of .. Le,· .. \. (j: l'i I tla_ ht t·fruit~ sn.! the tr<'~p.,s.-.•nfr" rang'. 
the heave-offering of the hand. Lp. l:xud. >.:xis.~,; Le,·., 1i. ~:, l klll. ~viii. ; ; l':i lit.• tile nill of tht. ,Ju1uldco •. 
sacrifices of righteousness. Cp. J )cut. n..xiii. 1 ~; the ;,r.;~ t' mc.ll .. ufl'Crin1:: 'J i'.\ mus.t likd)" meant. 11 ia, L,&lll•,t 

' a thing mo~l holy' in Lei·. ii. 3, 10. 
the offerings of holy things. Cp. Num. X\'iii. 5-11; ~ 'the first-fruits of holr thing•·. 

3-P 



SIRACH ,. 32-8. 3 

(/1 VIT. 3:-36. A 111n11's du11;·s !<J t!t,· poor, lo !tis di'parted fric11ds, to 1J1011r11ers, and to t/1<' sick 
( = 1 + 3 + r distichs). 

Ill" 32 • Also to lhe poor s.tretch out thy hand•, 
That the ble~sini;: may be perfected. 

33 A gift is acceptablch in the sight of every man living, 
• And also from the dead withhold not kindnessd. 

34 \Yithdraw not thyself from them that weep•, 
And mourn "ilh them that mourn. 

35 Forget not 'to visit lhe sick', 
For thou wilt be loved for that. 

36 In all thy doings• remember thy last end, 
Then wilt thou never do corrupt!} . 

(m \'III. r-3. A caution against qunrnllmg with tht p,,u·e,jul, th,· rich, n11d the boastful 
( = 3 + 1 distichs). 

8 1 • Contend not \\ ith a mighty man, 
Lest thou fall into his hancJsh. 

z Strive not against 0 the man that is rich•, 
Lc,t he weigh thy priced, •and thou be destroyed•. 

For gold r hath made many rcckle~s. 
And wealth hath Jed astray th<c hearts of princes. 

3 Quarrel not with a loud-moulhtd man, 
And put not wood on lire. 

•-• Jh, hxl is .<0111, u.'/101 muh1oltd b Rcod1i1g jn (M. 'a grace ')/u ;n; • Gr~te i, :i girt ... • S c :n. has 
1/u Mlt 'V, <l<functi,' d Lil 'mcrcJ' o + in conrogation(' (1i1 rtjirmu la 1/u f,111,r.il fiast) 1!. 
H R, .id111;: :!Nl:! - ;>::i? for :!i'1 NO :i> (' thy heart from a friend ') s ' words' G: 

~ 1L 1,., fl. /1/, 'De non litign11do · b +!ht Joul,l.t: 'Thnt thou nccdcst not lo turn against hi, hrart, 

cont• nil nr t "1th ,, man that 1s mightier than thou 'l!1 c-o • the possessor of gold• .$ ,t R,ading 1?j::VO 
(.\m, 111/\,10, i-1•ro e·" > .S G: l!. r +' and silver' l!. ,-r 1 ::m untutored man e;x h-b Rt11dmr: 

(/1 \ 11 32 36. 
32. Also to the poor... The rderrncc is to sharing \\ith the poor. &c., the tithe t,f c,cry third )ear, cp. Ueut. 

xh•. zO. 20. 
JJ· And also from the dead ... The reforenc~ ,s to offerings for for to ?) the dead; cp. IJeut. xx, i. 14; Hos. ix. 4; 

J er x, i. 7; 'I ob. i,,. 17 l!'.i set ks to tone down the point of JI! by tendering : ' And for .t dead man keep not back 
i: mcc cp. xxx. I f( ,1cek1. 

34. mourn , Cr xxii. 11. 
35. to visit the sick. Tlushas always been regarded as a paramount duty among the Jews; the technical 

name for the , isitauon of the sick used in l·:.1bbmic;tl literature is lliq9ur Clwli111. !':ichechttr (op. di., p. 99 f.) 
,:o,s: , It ,s ck.,r from ccnain injunctions in the Talmud in connexion with this dut), that it included, in case of 
need, .,bn nursmg, and S\\tepin1; the room (Far!t iii. 9, Taln,. ).). His friends also pra)'ed for the patient, and 1t 
wci part of their duty to rrmind him to make a will and to confoss his sins," for all those "ho "ere about to die 
had to cunftss their ~ms." They had also the belier that a confession, which concluded "ith a prayer for the 
for.;"tncss ol su.,. might brini: ahout his recovery'; cp, Jas. ,,. 13 16. In the modernJewish Liturgy there is a special 
Offic, for the ,isllallon <fthc ,ick: see the/eZ<is!, A11t/1ori=ed Dail; Prayer Beal- (c • ::.ingcr), pp. 314-317. 

36, remember thy last end, 'Then... Cp. P1r9, A bot/: iii. 1 : 'Consider three things, and thou \\ilt not co,nc 
mto 1hc han,J · of transgression: know "hence thou art come, and whither thou art going, and before whom thou 
wilt h . .,,c to pkad thy cause, and make 1hy reckoning.' 

do corruptly. For the ,·crb nn::, cp. n:x. ii; Dan. ii. 9 . 
(111) VIII I 3. 
\' 11 l. 1 Leal On th, I lebr. 11?> here, see Smend ;,, lot. 
2. Strive not. Lit • dc\lse not•, cp. Prov. xiv, 22 

Lest be weigh thy price. i.e. Jest he offer a larger bribe than thou art able to pay. l!ii 'Lest haply he 
O\"trweigh thtc . 

reckless. Lit. 'boastful' Le. the possession of much " ealth has made men reckless in giving bribes. 
e:i render , ' \ncl •old h.uh dc,trO)ed many.' 

And wealth . . . \,1'.i ' And tu med aside the hearts of kings'. 
3. a loud-mouthed man Lit. •:. man of tongue ', cp. ix, 18. XX\'. 20; Jas. ii,. 8. 

And put not. . Cp. :,.xviii, 8-12; l'rov. xv. 1, xxvi. 20, 21; Jas. iii. 5, 6; in the Psalms of Solomon xii. 2 the 
ton){m: of ,l mahciou~ man is compa1cd tu 'hre in a threshing-rloor that burns up the 5tra\\· ", ~ has I and heap 
not' (/,ii /,r111To1/Jaup,); for the word cp. Lev. i. 12. (Sep!,). 
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S lRAC II ~. 4-9 

(n) VII I. 4-;. A ,t•t1r11i11g t1gni11sl ass,,ci,11i11,1[ with a /ou/ul, 111,m ,- th· nm/ vf /1t11ill.!,' 1 rsf,·, 1 j, 1 
lite pc,111,·111, 1/,r t1ged, mu/ tit~ d,f,nt,·,I ( = 1 + 3 di ti, h 1. 

_. • A ssociate not with a Hfoolish man•, 
L est he despise l>(thy) ~ound (words)". 

fj Reproach not a man who repentcth, 
Remembu that we arc all guilty 1. 

6 D ishonour notk a man that is old 
For 1we sha ll be numbered am~ng the aged 1. 

'1 R ejoice not O\Cr one that is dead, 
Remember that we shall all be gath.:redm {to our fathers). 

(a) VIII. 8-9. A11 tx/1orlt1lio11 lo lrnni from ti., wisr 011,/ 11.r ng, d ( = J + :2 di ,tiths). 

8 Neglect not the discourse of the wist, 
And busy thyself with pro,•crbs; 

For therefromn will thou learn instruction•, 
That thou mayst standP in the presence of princes 1, 

9 Reject not the tradition r of the aged, 
Wh ich they heard' from theit fathers; 

For therefrom wilt thou receil'l: 1 instruction", 
That thou mayst (be able to) return answer in time of need. 

c•n:11/or 0'::i' 1 l (· princes') i 'sinners ~; wonl,}· of puni~t.m,·111 ' e:; k • L.iugli not :u' ,; 1-1 R,,1 ,ftr.g 
D":P?O lJ.,,: .. \llu11d r,'/11•11,/s !ht lt.\.l o,;~.:,ro ,;o~ (1 frorn ,Ull(ll1'-a' uUI \(""' .. (JIIIC' \~ ..,. t \\ 1 d l. ~ 1 

that .. .'.S "''die'Q:;$ "'l'1omtltcm'e:i 0 '\\isdom ~ P+'at.-:i•c' G•;+'readily .f8" to-
Hex ; + ,ine querella 11. q 'gr,·al men (; r R· ·1d111tr ni.~~~·::: , • rhe ,'iicour,e ' e:; , • t, • 5 
t. C learn, ea U • \lndCf:'\(.Jndin~ 1 6 

(11) \'II I. 4 7. 
4. (Uly) sound (words Thr <mtnd.1tu~n of tl,c_ l<Xl (sc,. crilic.d O<Jt<) is ti at SUjlgtstcd by \!.mh ·s ,ind 

Dyserink (ZA riv, iii. 1631. cp. XI, ~t: l'ro,·. I\', 25, XXJV, 20, 1 hc rcndcnn;; u( e:; r.po,,o••• ,S prohal,I> baS<J on the 
corrupt Jlcbr. text. 

5. a man who repcnteth Lit. 'a man ,dm turn, from tr.,n,grc_sion '. Cp. J/116a "" , , "· 10 (T. I ) • \I hon 
a man rcpcutctll say not to him. cc J{cmcm1.>l."r thy fo1 m,:r s ns."' · 

6. Dis honour not. . . Cp. rirq, ~1611//1 i, 28: 'I k who Jca1 ., th fron1 11 c ai;cd '" "ho"' ,s l,c hkc' T<> one"' 0 

mteth ripened grapes, and dnnkcth old "me.' ' 
7. Rejoice not ... I.rt. ·bonst n~t', i.1·. brcausc thou art ,1111 h<mi:. "lulc :inuthcr 1s de., 

we shall a lt be gathered... Lp, Len. xxv. 8; Jmli;cs 11. to; ~ 1-:,ngs u11. •o; Job 1.w11. 1 1• 

VI II. 8-X. 29. This di,·ision contcuns thirteen subsections; the cotttc.:nts .,re mbcc.11.wcous, ro11sis.t1nri 11amf) uf 
rules about conduct towards many classes or persons. 

{a) Vll!. 8 9. 
8. U,e discourse l or :in·~· q,., • 35 

busy U,yself 'lhis form ,,f t, ,. llcbr. word dM$ not '" ,ur ci,c,.hcu:, ~nd its mcanms here 1s unccnam 
H;.art subrgcsts ~'i1, (oll11wing ~, which 111 lkbr. mt~_ms • to ~cc~ out·, anJ h.1s be-tome tJ1c tcchnrcal term £or 
studying the Scrtp111re-, &c.; p.1,tth h., ~lidr.1sh, 'the house of,tudy,' m h. :3. 

T hat thou mayst stand ... l'p. xxxv,ii. 3, xl111i. 1 • [i ·n•u11ster', cp. Prm. :it.Xii, :9. 
9. Reject not. DNCn >~ cp. "ii. 19; l'i µ;J ,1arti,"" {' m. not ')1 .ts 1n \ii. 19. 

the aged. Cr, • 6, V! . 34, XX\·, 4, XXXli, (\!i XXJ[V.) IJ. 

Which they heard from ... 1·h1 1dl'f('nc4,.· 1~- tu the.• (>r.ll IJ,1111t11111, tl(liB,l,111) !ii:TI•mn ,,.,. --~ ~},.'::;· ,_,.il 
(lit. 'The L:tw which is. acc.:ording to the mouth 1) in 1,.1bhin1c.,I !ttt.:f,lt1111·,, 11, l 1

?\. xti\ 1. The (oll,n, u1µ p.1 10"t", 111 11n tl.i.: 
preface to the Yatl /111-, /111::,tt/,t/1 (' the Stron~ I land ·1 ol '.\l ,11111i.11111,c·~. ~110\\ :io_ tlu. tr,u?1t101ul Lt·I:, J ,1of the Jc,\:i, rt..1,. 1rd111.,. 

this subject: 'All the commandments wh1th \,en• g1n•n tn .'.\lt,-.1..·~ on !-iuu1 \\ere ;:tnll \\lth tht::tr 1mcrpn.:t.1• 11: 
for it is said, And I \\·ill give thee the tables o~ =,tone.· .. rnt.l tlt.l• Tor.d, , .. I:a\,,''1._.1m.l tht.• '.\1,tnah ''l ll1111u.111J 
ment"), Exocl. xxiv. 12; Tomli: that i,, the\\ nucn L.1" ; .11,1-.,.,/r: that •~. its 1n1erprctn11on. He comm~ded 
us to obsene the 1'11ra/r ,n accordance with , ~El !,y, J,t. ",1ccord10g to the mouth of') the ,1/,t:v 1/r. Aud this 
1i/it::-va/1 is c~lllt:J the Oi~d J..rn. '.\tu ... es, our lt ,u:ht·r, ,,rote J\1\,n th1,..• "ho'i.: La,, \\Ith h1!'1 b\\ll 11.,nd bc:f1.HC lie 
died . .. ; the Alit=-;•ah, rhal is, the interpretation uf the l ... 1,\, lit• <?id not ,uitt' do,,n; hut he cc.>111111.;.mded 1t 

(;i:i. n,;-J to the elders and 10 Joshua nnd to the rc"t 11( Israel; for it ",u,uc,1, ".\II the \lords wh,ch I ha,c cnm• 
manded you, these shall )t: obscnc and do'' (Ueut. xii. :SI. Anti thrcfori• thi, b called "Oral Traduion'' \:,·w, 
11!) ~1,':J.::r).' Cp. Pirtjl: ;//,st!, i. 1: • ~lose, rccei,.,.d the Torah rrom Sana,, ,,nd he 1lcli,crcJ it to J,1>1111.1 •• in~ Ju Im., 
to the elders (Joshua. ,ou,•. 31 ; Judi;<s ii. 7,I, ,mil the dt!1:r< to the prv(>hc1,, and the prophets dclntreJ 11 t .. ,11~ 
men of the Great Synagogue.' 
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STRACI I S. 10-16 

cb) VllI. JO· 11. Tit,· dn11grr ,.f co11sorli11g wit!, si111urs (= z distichs). 

Jlr 10 •Kindle not w the coals• of the wicked•, 
Lest thou be burned with the flame of hi.s fire. 

11 YJlc not enrai.:ed because of the scorner, 
'I hat he should use thy mouth as an ambush. 

le \'Ill., z 13. ll'nr11i11gs ngni11s1 !mdi,z!{a11rl stn11d111g .<11rcty (= 2 distichs). 

12 Lend not to a man that ,s mi!(htier than thou, 
And if thou knd, (thou art) as one that loseth. 

13 He not su,ety ~for one ,,ho i, more excellent• than thou\ 
And if thou become surely (thou art)" a, one that paycth. 

1d) VIII. 1+ 19. Wan1i11gs agniust J111,1i11g dcali1~f{s ;villi .Jario11s types of evil mm 
( = 1 + 2 + z + 3 distichs). 

14 G.-. not to la\\ with a judge, 
For he will judge according to his i::ood pleasure. 

1;; Go n<ll •in the w,1r• with a cruel' man, 
I.est thou b<c ovcn'11clmcd with misfortune: 

l·or llL will go strai(!ht before his face, 
And through his foolishness thou wilt perish. 

16 1,no not obstinately gainsayb a wralhfu!i man, 
.\nd ride notl with him through the desert'. 

F~,r blood is a, nothing in his cres, 
And wherL then:. is no helper, he will destroy thee. 

,-, 'Ile not a compauion of him who is wholl) bad' S w R.ad11(,: n-sn ,~ ( = l!'i) /or .,,~n )N ( rush not ') 

, R,,1d111,: n,ro;:,, n>m > "!!. /,as ti,, hlle De ,11.indis mali,' z IA. set 4 Rtt1dmg l'll) ( = 1.'!r)/or l'l:'.l) 
L-b .1bove thy power' e:i •' stronger ' S d • t:lke 1houghl I e:i ; thou art become' S o-o .So I& .S; > J!.! 
J ' rash G ; hard S (h''- hcl\') ') t:- ff'OU,Uti G, a 1111's/t1!..:t fur 1ropf-v<rm b-b 1-''1 TrOL'IU"lJf" IW'k'1" G, rtadi11g 

;,~-,, c,~;i t,N (.,r n~t:? rvn SN l • an unrigl,kou, ' S k ' slrive 1101 ' S I R,admg ,.::110:l! ( = 6 S )/or 1,,:i 

II-, \ 111 10 11. 
10. Kindle not. St<: cmicdl note: cp. Is. ix. 17 (18 in E.V.I. 

the Harne . • . Cp. ~h-. 19. \\'1th the clause cp. the \lishna, Abotl, i,. 10: '\\'am, thyself at the fire of the 
ln"I: ; hut b1.·\\,1rc of their cu.,l jjn)ni::i ,•,r mm), that thou bum not thyself tni:m ~, ::i).' 

11 Be not enraged. n11 on \rama1c .,nd Synac me.ms 'tu set in mo,cmtnt ', 'to bc,omc excited' (Smend) 
:md this ,cem, 10 be the meaning here (cp. e:i ~;/ .-~ao,au-r11'/, In llebr the coi;nate word nnr means 'to mo,e 
aw.,y'; it nnly occurs l\\1ce on the O.T. (Exod. =·iii. 28, nix. 21), each time in the Niph'al voice; but in later 
Hc.:brew 1t b t.:.ummon1 Otl.urring frcquc:ntl)• in the Targums. 

sconter. Lp. I·.). 1. 1; (i an injurious man', or• one who is insolent', cp. 1 Tim.. i. 13. 
That he should , 6 'Lest he lie 10 \\att as an ambush for thy onuuth . The me.,ning of the ,·erse is thaL 

a m:\n hould no, lose his temper hcfort: " ,comer ( 1. e. one who scoffs a1 rdigion), because by doing so he give!i 
l1i~ case away ; the s, orncr gains the ad\"antae.:-c throu.6 h the mtempcratc speech of the other. 

I t \ Ill 12 13. 
1:. Lend not.. Cp. l'ro,. xxu. 7. 
13. Benotsurety .•. Cp.xxi,.14 :o; Pro,.,.,. 1,2,,..i.15,xvii.18,xxii.26,z7. 

more excellent. ,.c. of higher social standm.;, cp. Lsthcr vi. 6 ; see also Ccn. ,di,. 3 ( H ebr.). 
(d) \ Ill. 14 h 
14 Thi, """~ occurs in a somewhat different form after iv, 27: 'Sil not with an uniusL judge in order that thou. 

;ud,:c not wilh hrn1 :1cco1ding to his good pleasure' (-.Shere). 
For he will judge . . . 6 'For aceording to his honour will they g"·e judgement for horn', 

15. a cruel man. Cp. Job xii. , ( llebr.). 
Le!it thou be overwhelmed . . . Lit. 'Lesl thou. bear th)•self down with thy evil '. e;; ,.., p,i, ~a-raflapvvr;ro, ~oTa 

,,,,;. (' l.c~t lie_ he~· ocn:d ,lg.un51 thee 'J, which ~mend, on the bash> vf Jll, emends thu,: i'v,, µ.1/ {jup{vr, TU KcU(& cro1,.11 
(' Lest thy eYOJ .• bear thee down'). 

For be will go . • . i . c. he will follow his bent blindly, irrespective of consequences. 
tllou wilt perish. Lit. 'thou wilt be swept away'. 

1(,. Do nol obstinately gainsay. Lil.' Harden not thy forehead', q>. Prov. vii. 13, i.vi. 29, x:xii. 24; Is. xlviii. 4; 
1·1c.k. iii. 7. 

n \YTnlhful man. Lil. • a master of wraLh' (9to\ ~JIJ). 
nothlng. Lit.' a liglnly·csicemld thini;' ('i'), cp. Deui. xxv. 3; Prov. xi. 9; Is. iii. 5, xvi. 1,i. 
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SI R,\CJJ ~ r j-9. 5 

111• 17 Take no counsel with a fool, 
For he will not be able mto keep thy s('crct w, 

18 " Do no secret thing before a stranger°, 
F or thou knowest no t what he will ultimately• do (therewith). 

19 Reveal n ot Pthy hcartP to every man, 
,\nd qdrivc not away'' from thee prosperity. 

k) JX. 1 9. Of,·011d11cttm11ards~,·0111m (= ~+2+z+3+2distichs). 

9 J • Be not jealous of the wife ''of thy bosom\ 
< Lest she learn• dmaliced ai::ain,t thee. 

i ' Give not• thyself unto a woman, 
'So as lo let he r trample down thy manhood'. 

3 Rl\!cet not s ha strange womanh, 
Lest thou fall into he r nets • 

4 l\Vith a female singerJ kJmve no conversek, 
J .est thou b e tal...(;n in her snare~ 

5 On a maiden fix no t thy gaze, 
1 L est thou be entrapped in penalties with her1. 

" 1- 111 • to conceal lh>' matter' l'i n-a > $ " > (i t - P • "hat j, in thy heart S •1-1 R .. 1d,n,, 
n•in ;N,/or :dmh 5111md s111:guls n•i• !>N ( that he dnvc not a\l,ll ') 

a lL 11mrts 1hr ftl/r De mulicribus' l, ·b ·'" JI.! ti >;,. ,. JI) i!:!~n !!) · e;; "~"' i, ... ~. , 1!. ne o,ttncfat 
(= /.<~ a«tn) <l~1 So 'IL! o1l)i ; 6 ,, .. a, .... ,r~"'lpa• (,o $) =' o1y, i"l).'i (I ,,,;ld,i,n /,uf f',frr ,.,.,Js so) • • So 
~ ;; : JI! Nl~n ,i.: (d,tb'..;_r,1p/11), , , ,,1 ;nn ,:-: 1 1 .\. lH Tn,cJ )ll ;,::•.i,~, ( I o , 111- her t•· 11, ~d "I, 11 tl,J 
I ugh placell; ; rp. 1 Tab. Ill. 1 9) ; un,'I?""' aUT?• "" Tl/• "'~ , .. uou lo; 'To /!We hrr power ovrr ~n 1111 11,ou t,a t • .s 
~-J!' ; ~ :i,pn 'N ;!l }a lt i1itr ii:.:·~ Jl! t I"''' 1·rrov-rn l ,v .. ,uitt trtJ,fH(,,µ.u,.,, \!j I l!.! + ,:~n ·~ ,··n:n ~:< ·;·,~c:.· 
: ;"l'Ml~l;,J (nar/ irnli);n/or th, !.u/ -;rr1rd ,,,. i'.ni~:'"lnJ) , .. 0 l 0 onsorr 1101 \\ith ., u;11rtt,tn ll •l thou 1 i , :rn· i., ,11 Ju.·r 
fl,1.Lt~rie~ nr in her :-1131rcs' (;i?::,n 111 .Y/1 a:::. • ,nm· ·, ',rnrnlilin;.,-lilr,, k • II.I I. ~·;;;:~). ti,, lmf II r: ,t 11i I ,111 I 
;•an11nt 011 4" J-J Jl! ni•i;r.i CV (In111f n).'llC) k-1< R, d i"l"IDn !>N (/ •m :,,r,;,,,, ,., trurd1i1;: /m,1 =,.. 
,mJ (?) 6 (•? ,.a,~<.1:•(•) · .1n .\111,11,/ · ii! text 11r.iin ~N = do not sl cp 1-1 .\ Jl! (1 .,, 1<111/) , r r, 1 

;i•n,:,pnJ iJ,n j!l (s" """ i i ,1/,m ) . • I.~,t h,LJ•I}' thou Ix: ,.1ui;l,t h' I"'' au,·mpt,' G =:c :n, ( ,111,,,,1 I! ""-l 
0111'!)'!)~ 7jl!l1(?; j!l = • f.c,t th,·y (,11.) burn thl'c wtll, their mouth&· (.11, ') "h,,r,/ly / ,U. $ • 1., ,t ,11<· ,lc,11111· 
thee With her Ulteranc«:s ~ (~\·11um/ J,.'1,fi //ti• J'uh/111.:,..t n•;,f>~J /Jf.! i,l/1,1111 =? with fit'f J1Um .. J1111t•Uf!11.; ,f'. ~,"'\? = 
'punishment', ·d1~order·, •,kfcct') HJ!!=i!i (Iii. 'in her tin,,': i:'!1Y= line', 'indemnity'): •!,·<t •hou he 
mulcted in her dowry doubl)'' ;,., i11t,r•r,t11w a/1.i V, ut. xxii. 2,1 

17. Take no counsel. Cp. i, 14 (H~br.l. 
18. secret thing ... stranger Ii . , , ii cvidcn1ly intended for a word-play; Ii(' ,ectcl thing') docs not oceur 

else11 here in the Bible, but it 1s used m the Targums. 
what he will ... do. L11. 'what he \\Ill bnni; forth', i.e. 11h.11 mischief h< "ill do ,11th the ~ccret th.it has!icel'1 

confided to him. For the more jlcncral use nf ,;, q>. Prov. n, ii. 1, 

19. every man. J.n. 'all 1lesh '. 
drive not away. 1.e. I f a man publishes hts pm,1te con,erns to .,II the 11orld he will suffer for it. 

Vi IX. 1-9. 
I.\.. 1. Be not jealous ... Tht R.tbbi".'.1, ,\~ Ld" 1:,hl 1m Jk1i11b out. Ph1•11 ,, 1rn .1;.:.un,t ,.:roum:l<'.,~ 1c.,lc111 .. y. IH n-~11 , 

here gives a good reason for a,o,ding n-it m.,y promote the rc.,li, ,uon of the !lung fr.11ed. For the subJcct q,, 
;,; um. v. 14. For the expression • wifo of th)· hosorn • cp. IJcut. xiu. 6. 

: , Give not thy&elf m1to a woman. On the other hand, a nun ought not to go to the other extreme, and b<­
over-lrustful. 

So as to let her trample down thy manhood. I.it. 'to,~"" 1,,·r '" tn.,J upon th)' ltii:h places•: cp. lur t. r 
expression Hab. iii. 19. (i I that ::,he :-.ltoulJ set her foot uptin lh) :.tn·nr:th ·. Ttw term 'h1:...h pla, ..:s • m P.u, 1• 

connc~ions appe3rs LO han: lost ib 01 i;.!mal -.1gnitiL.lnr~ .. 1nd to haH· .,cqmrcd thl:. fll(,·.1111n~ · ~! n·n.,.:th' Pr the hk,· . 
so S renders the word in ;xh•i. 9; ;md the LX:\ 1,,,-.\1 \., ,rnd Onqdus rcudcr srnnl.trl)· m _1>l'ut. :°''.\II. 1_; .. Tht·_m.in '\hn 
is ruled over by h1~ ,, ifc is held up to p1tr and ,corn a.:-. nu man 111 ~c,cr,1J 1u,s.,.,..e<; m the fahnucl !Sl'C Ldt-r .. hl'ml 
on the verse). 

3. Meet not a strange woman. }1• has I dr.1w not nigh'. l Str.,ngc ,,nman ·. ,l" in rrmcrhs tq>. i1. 16. \u. ,, 
courtesan. For the doublet in~ at the end of this ,,crse see critical note. 

5. fix not thy gaze. Cp. ~I alt v. 26. , . . • . 
Lest thou be entrapped in penalties with her. Or' 1csl thou 1,c , .,ui;ltt III hrr pun»hmcnh . The ,·rrh m1~ltt 

abo be rendered I lest thou come to fall' cin thl· pc11.dties inrticu:«I on hC'r .,c:count}. Perh.•ps 1
1K!n,1,ttt'!'o. un lwr 

account' would be a. better rendering. ~uch c.1 il:S in\'ol\'cd a line ut ;o ~ht:k,:ls:, nnd an mJi:i.soJub,c 11urr1.1-l'e 

according to Deut. :uii. 28-29. 
UH 34,i A a 



SIRACH 9. 6-9 

6 Give not thy~elf unto the harlot, 
mLest thou lose"' "thine inheritance". 

7 °PLook not round a bout thee•• ~in the streets of a city\ 
• And wander not about in the broad places thereof'. 

8 rt Hide thine eye' from a lovely woman, 
•And gaze notu upon beauty which is not thine; 

•By the comeliness' of a woman many " have been ruined ", 
I And this way I 1 passion' flamcth •like fireg. 

9 .. \Vith a married woman hsit not at table\ 
•And [mingle not] wine in her company•; 

L est thou incline dthine heartd towards her, 
•And 111 th} blood• '[dcsccndest)' to the Pit. 

m-rnSo e:i m, ,.,1 01ro>.,a?r: so$= , :a-in j!l (<f>. Prov. xxix. 3); J!! :mm j!l( ' Le~t thine inheritance remove : cp. 
J\-11m. ,u,·i. ;). Pd.-rs kr,J,s ::i1on mu/ , q,/ams 1/ ns 011 Arnmaism /r. :!CJ= ' to take away'-' Lest she take 
awa1 ', &c n· n So il1 = l!:i , .S • the inheritance of moneJ u J!! hnr 1s •'")' corrupt P-P So G µ~ 

r., 1,d~rn "' = (?) u:i;nn ~:,.: ( ,n l',;,n, \m,ml). J!I ,::iJ,1:i, = .S (1 JIU~111) ~-q S11 '1'.'i = .S 1 'll 'NlJ DJ (sn S111,11d: 
P-ltr n1:,.:tJDJ)· ii! 1 ' l').l :i:-.:,~:i (c,1111pl) r-r (i '"' fv rntr •p?µ••• (:-.:· puµmr: Eth 'street,') •""I• P'I 
r.~,ww = ~·,,,::iinJ :Jl.)1::'n ~N1 (1,,,u/ i"l'T11Jln1J./i11 las/ ;,•ortl, :1•1/h Smmd). .S And thou sh,1lt be inscribed in the 

b"ok of ,111s (', ·,1dm.~' ;i•m::i,n::i ,u,~·~1): J!! :in·::i ,n:,.: ci::n:·,, (rc>n11J1I) 111! may b, r,111/a.-d: '10 be trL·ated with 
contumdy in 1hr sight or thine ryes and to be amazed behind her house 'J • ,•, 8- 9 (part(;•) nrt dtof i11 
.S,m/1 Jr111 (T. ll.) 100 b, J ;t,amot/1 OJ b ,1sf11/lo,n: 

jn m:·~~ 1'l').l O)y:, (= 8 a) 
: nn,,~DJ ,::i,n j!l (= 4 b or 3 b) 

(1'. l. ,Sy::i ~~:-.:} ,,,~:-.: on ,N ( = 9 a) 
: 1~:!;l r• :,DJ/ 110')) { = 9 l,) 

1nr:::•1;, c•::i, ,1!l' ;i::·N , :-.:,n::i •::i ( = Sc) 
: :i•i1-,;i ):I D'~W~'l 

i. e Hide thine eyes from a lo\'ely woman, 
Lest tl,ou be caught in her snares; 
Turn not a~idc to her, 
To mingle ,due and Mrong drink with her: 
For throu.~h the comeliness or a beautiful woman many h:\\c been ruined, 
And • all her slain are a mig-hty host' (Prov. vii. 26) 

rs ha 11 duul,/, n, '//J(;,11 o/,:,r. 9, Olli bifor, ,111,I OIi• ,1/ft1 nr 8) 1-t }!! t'J/ 0') )111 = 15 (u<J,8nXµo•) . T almud 

(1'J'J.')+ao, (:,.:<.• C 106 I.'\i 2,;.i $ah: ,p. 1!., facicm tuam = .$) 11-u J!.! U'Jn ):,0:1 =\ti••• µq ,arapav8a,, = $, 

' ' Rt,1./111, ,:-.:1n::i (f,,r 13,'J ~ JI!) = 6 '" <ttAAu . JJ lL ( 70 2 4 8 $yro-Hcx o 1"P <. = S 11111/ / aim.) w-w So 
)II inn::•,, . 6 ,rr~avq8q'1ov • .S ' h:i,·c pcrish«l' x-, So ]!I jJl = G Km « T"tToe : > .S I l' )Q text 'her 
Ir vcr~ · :,•J:,N : uad :,J:,:,.: = love ' = ('i : • her love ' .S ,-, So G = S ( r.-rul11(t: c•1.::i J . J!! t:•:-.::i • in the fire ' 
•· • 1!! 1~3,'J Cl,l (1 :,~i;::i : .S' '\\' ith tht mistress of a house' ( = :,?f:l} S ' = ~ µ<Tn ,·11m..,pou ;,wm<o< lrb /,/, 

• stretch not ou1 thine dbow • (r,,dw:: 1:>1.N un ~11, = .!: ' 'prop not lhinc elbow'): s,, /1,( t/~ublrl 111 248 Km l!'l 
~UTt1cA10!,'C' or ny,m;\wv "'" lUJTf]r (. I ("/011. ·Ill,·. 7.4•1'/h (1T ll'"fCWl'(I for or tl)'XM<.,w). s= (paraphnr.fill,l,') . multiply not 

talkin:.:' : C. I'? •ndo,· r" ,,, . .,.,x., · Jll /, l'/ Jo not taste· Ol/t.ln )N c-c Readmg t" ;,:,;, icon ~:-.:, = .S' (winch h,1s 
' ol<l w•n~ ' ) • <J, 1h, T.1/111. 0~11ft'o11: (i • \nrl rcvd not (Kot I'// treµ/3o'/..mo,,-,1vn,) with her at the wine'· S ' • i\'or 
sha I ,u 1•• otr.K cu111,·rs.11ion, wtth her (;, llh th, ,·,1r11111t 1~•Jnfar 10,:in): ii! t,xl 11::i::· l~.ll :ion ,:-.:, =? ~N1 
~.:; :-10:l,' NJt:m , i. • \nd irnhilie not olron1' drink in hrr company': this may 11111/(r/i, e:;) •hl So Jll (:!)) So · 
al ( .II, ., q ""I'"'" ,md l!.: e:;? 'l'".t? aov •· •·Jll C'01Jl e:; ••• T<jl 1mup1m (Im/ Ckm. Alr.l·. mµm-,: so $ ' 

6. Lest thou lose thine inheritance. Cp. Pr"". xxix. 3 (' he tho.t kcepelh coo,pany with harlots wasteth his 
sub)tJnce cp. al.• !'rm. ,·. 10, vi. z6. 

-. Look not round about thee 111 the streets . . . ,\ warning against giving opportunities to the courtesan; 
cp. Prov. \'Ii, Sf. 

<'11. 8 9 cited in the Talmud. See critk;il not~. 
8 ... many have been ruined Cp. Prov. vi. 26. 

this way passion (lit. IO\·eJ ftameth like fire. Cp. Job xxxi. IZ (sin ful passion compared to fire). 
'J· W ith a marriL>d woman sit not at table. Lit. 'Streich not out thine elbow' (corrected Hebr. text : see critical 

nntt.: 1. l!.t ha-. · di, aut <:;ll • lt.:nntrast 9/,. wh ich rtfcrs to drinkmg in her company-eating and drinking fonn, perhaps, 
a <lt !-,i~nt·d conua ... tt. Tln: , ·cr<.;c is a ~encral warning against undue familiarity. The married woman is the subjec t 
ot the vcr:,e; 'mt the rcfctcncc is not int~nded to exclude her husband. I\larried ,, 01ncn were often present with 
their hu,b.mds at h,mqucts given 1u gu,·sts such occasions are dangerous, says llen-Sira. Cp. /'irq~ Abolh i. 3 
fa •·•ring 01 J•:,,e b. Jochan;in): 'l'rolon~ not converse with a woman' (and Taylor's note): cp. also J ohn iv. 27, and, 
in our book, ""· 28. 

And I mingle not) wine in her company. Or 'and imbibe not strong drink in her company' (see critical note). 
Lest thou incline thine heart towards her. Or' lest thine heart incline towards her'. Cp. Pro,·. vii. 25. 
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SIRACH fl. ro-15 

(/) IX. 10 16. I'rrrrfls rr,,:nrdi,~,: /ri, 11d,· t11ul vtl,r,·s ( = z + ! + 1 + l di ,tichs). 
10 Forsake not ''an" old friend 

For the new '(is not his equi,•alent ]•. 
Ne \\ wine is a new friend; 

hBut when old-then thou mayst drink itb ! 

11 Envy not 1the ungodly man•, 
F or thou knowest not what lhis destiny ,hall bel. 

1 2 kTake no pleasure I< 1 in the arrogant m:in that pro,pcrcth •. 
R emember that mhc shall not escape' unpunishedm "till death". 

13 Keep far from the man that hath pown to i ill, 
".\nd so thou nccdcst have no ll'.rrnr" "of death\ terrors'. 

•But \\hcnq thou comest nigh (him) 'commit no fa1Jlt', 
L est he take away 'thy life•. 

Know that thou ma1chcst amid snares, 
.And walkcst 'upon nets' 

q J\ s far as thou canst •associate with• thr neighbour . 
• \nd converse with the wi,e. 

1.3 ,w \\'ith w 'the intelligent• let 7thy comm11ning1 Ix:, 
.And all thy converse 'in the; law of the ;\lo,l I l igh', 

(+'guilt) '): $ condemned to death'. sn 1!.) """ r r R ,t,11,, nr:m · [>) q; 0 ~,0 9~,,,, .,,11/;;. l! 1, ,·• it:in 
(rtffalrd ~)' mZ:rlal(frtm p, ·Nu., clnui:-~} • tl ttSo l! 6 · 'tl1r'::, 4!"i Oll ,rrr,,• ffcn(J.,. 111l--w = ,~ ~·:r~,, N~ 

( o uotlu·tllr Pda-s, <\·,.): ;i; 'doth not attain 11•1to hi'll llJ ••• , ,. (/,uti.) 1/f,g1U,) h h~ :1;·r~·n .,.N ·~··, 
hi. • 13ut "hen old- .1fterwards thou mayst drink it 'l'l":!'n - ·:.r:.~n 'mater IN,ic.nb '): e:; '"' a1 nr-. 6, "" 
n"-/)pornnr, (? ,·, rr,hnA n,,nj;,, ji,N /II I I r.,,,1111 II• 1'"" ( ~ .,,/, J rfi I~ r, 1,ltr '/ i!.I I l!.~ :.·:.:·, :;·"~~ (. ,f,,~ 
nµuprwAov(S=J!!) J·JS,•Jll(hl.',\l,atbisd., f,1, II •cl')· \!'.iT1«1T•1( N \=:o. ;o 1~•.r•<n" 
106 n (CJTtii. 55 ::.?.;j4 n Tt'~na,) q 1eaT<10Tpntf>'1 m,Tr : '::: \\hat his. end shall be' l. -k .. \o 6 {~,, t ,~r,rrt) = 
i1nt'I ~(,( (so n1d mYh P t,rs) • J!! 111,giblt j,r t/11. ,. ,,.,/ ( I ·i rn11ls :,:;:,n = .S Smmd 1r;J;i n"!,"" '''l'J 

(i.~. j\11 t1tlf cp. Ps. cx,ov. :;) : e:; •• nt '"'"' (ll "al, ., ~ •• ,~ /, , •. ,1,) ""'~' = )!.! "' • )!I --:• xt., e:; ., ,,., 
~ .. ur..,9.,.,,. n-11 6 ~wr ~&.u = n\') il,I (c ,, , ·/ W ill/ 1).' ,, the:; ,111d S) - ::, , o S, )!t \1 I .iu shalt 
have no ,uspicion' (•ai 01 I'? = :,:,:, 1oro.,n,u.~,·) e:; o 1 ~. ii! (rp. J< bx,. n rpo,'Jo• t'n,,,TOv i!, ,-fl So JI 
CNi = .5 ' <n• \l'.i r ·r Jll C~'Nn N~ lu I'? (i = ":-:) r.A,1µf'•A?<7,!<: + 1Tlt::;•J $ r .1k 1;01 thy b1ca1h guit:y 1 

r)from /111t I J d 2tl1ic/, $ Ill •fs) lTIO~'J ill rm {w•;v era, lei t l JI/ J'l:;"'1 :,JI (i 'upon the\ :lllJcmcnts 
of a city' (•ir• ,r.n>.E,w•• rroArw,) = ? , ,11 n·~'N !,J.I (ll,1rt, c ,ip,•, i11.ir Jcr. xxv I \ , ., II tr. ,,,,./ LX'\). I:, r,11· 
hm·n,r, dtpmd upon 11 "r111t111/ 11111>'':> (md,1 ,1, r/ rr - • ,troni; 1,l,llc,' 111st, .d <:f 11tt, ') f',t,,; I' I u Tl~'K"" 
('1rnmacle~·: ,J>. Zcch. ,v. 7) • "JI/ ;,ii•,,, .\J s,•is, (,J>. l.<,k,.i. 11, iii. 1o='l•c occu11ed', lu,1;-tl \11 l) 
lle1rl1t11rl.rs(11d,r sens~) •.,nsw. r km lly (; "'"-'"'"' (= h.1· r, , for', •srck af1c•'· f' 2 ~lace M .. 81 
,. l'er. , ;,/ollou,s r 6 111 l!.. w 11 .,. ll! = $ + I('" (i lV 'lJ:. = Cr at 11,-a·• • 

1 tnm lhll fo;ueth C ,od ::::-
y-1 J!.! 1;,J~·n = ~ 0 amAor1uµo,· anv dU *n = I ·ed.orin~. 111 /}.//.: h nltrchanc.-:r- or tl--iou "'1 lt ·, I communing. 
cp. xx vii. 5-6) ' • S ~ (,111,t S ,, /, ,/. rt) l!! cn,:•J (rcM " r,,n::.) 

And in thy blood [descendestj to the Pit. I· ur the c,prc sion 'rn th)' blood' tlit. '" irh blood 'J cp. 1 King, 
ii. 9 ('bring hi, grey hair- down to the i;ra,e "1th blood '1, The reie:, nee IS to ttc Hni;e rnce '>f tla husband, 
who slay, the adult.re,. Lp. I rov., ii. z6, :7 (t,p. :7,,, 'lwr •10use is the" ,y to Shc,,l ). • fhe l'1t' Sl,eol, as 
often ch.cwhere. 

( f) IX. IO· 16. The subject-matter ts ratl,c , ·aric,!. rangani:- lrom fr•cnd, (;•. 101 to \\arn.:-.i;s as to rhe atlltude 
to Le :idopted toward: prosptrnu· ,, dlcssncss (' "• 11 12), o1n,l the tyrant (,. 131, ,ind precepts rcl!,irding t~c \'aluc 
of good companionship {11:. q 11>). 

1 o. Forsake not an old friend. flu.: .\lpll.ll1ct 11r I ,t.:~·511 , ',, ~ .1 ... 1mil.u .ulrnnni1i• n ' \n r I.~ r, ientl I f'pu .... ttc nfn.' 
11. Envy not. In the ><nse of desirinh to b, liki- him: cp. xh-. 1~; l'nw. iii. 31, xxi\' 1. 

his destiny. Lit.' his day', i.e the d~y of hi: rJeath (ii 'his o,crthro" '). 
1 2 . Take no pleasure in the a rrogant . till death. \, l ,,r,lin,.: tu f ,11:n-~1r,i,. \ ie\, tht ti,cr:hrnw N tl,e, J;:ml:cs ... 

man who prospers for a time is ceruin: cp. x, i. I' 12 C:1bo 13), _xxi. 10, xi •.5 ff 
13. Keep far from the man that hath power to kill .\,ual ,0111.,ct <\Ith 1ir,111t,: ,p. frt", ,n t~. ,;~. :. 

have no terror of death's terrors. F-,r the terror of death cp. Job iii. 25, x,·. 21, &c. (phrase) . 
. . . thou marchest amid snares, a nd walkcst upon nets. lp. Job "i11. 6, •J t'. he ualketh u1~•n tlie 

toils', &c. ). For '!i sec critical note. 
1-.•. 14-16: an ndmonitiun to associate only" ith "isc an~ pious men. . • . . 
14. associate v. .. ith thy neighbour. The mcanm,.: ,~ nut c1u1te fCrt.t1n (sec n1t1e,ll no1cl. . SrnL-nt.l rcnJc-rs • 

'ad\·ise (b,·r,1/,•1 thy ncighliour': te.,ch '.lnd in~trurt othcr:s, hut 1,l• c.,rcful .. ,l>o\t• .111. to lt--.,rn th)~dr at the.• ,·.isc.. • 
converse with the wise. On the other llilnd, the w1,c h,tn: as httle a~ pos>i!Jk t•> <lo •<llh lh~ ~n.,ndy ; 

cp. viii. 17, xi 9, :<ii. 13 ff., xiii. 17, &c. 
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S IR.\CH !J. 16-10. 6 

l!!' , 6 Let men of rectitude be • the companions of thy board• ; 
And in the fear of God be thy boa~t. 

(g) IX. 17-~. ;;. Jli,- --,1/11,· ,,j Gc1d-jt·t1r//{t: ,,•isdvm as cxmrplifird in rulers(=.::+ 3 +z distichs). 

, ; ' By the cunning-handed h "a shapely work is devised 0 , 

d Even sod one II ho ruleth over his people (must be) • wise in discernment•. 
18 /\ man (full) of tongue is dangerous fjn the city', 

f And he that is hasty in speech K is detested. 
10 , 11A \\ise governor' linstructethl his people; 

And the rule of one that is discerning kis well-ordered•. 
: /\sis the governor 1 of a people1, so arc his officers; 

And as is the head of a city, msom are its inhabitants. 
:l "A reckless king• ruincth 0 his pcople0

, 

But ,\ city becometh populous through •the prudence of its princes•. 
4 '' The rule over the world is in the hands of God, 

,\nd at the right time He setteth over it •one that is worthy•. 
s '1 In the hand of God is "the rule of every manrr, 

And I le im·csteth •the commander• with his dignity. 

1h) X. 6-1 8. /'rid,· in m!t-rs ruins who/,· 11atio11s ( = 2 + 4+ 'l + 1 + 4 + 1 distichs). 

6 'Requite not [ evil to] thy neighbour' for any wrong, 
•And walk not in the way of pride". 

«-b )I! 1on;, ')llJ = 6 "' uv,8w,vo, uov (so ;5 'eater~ al thy table') u-u 111 c•i• •o::in:i: 6 "' x«p• u,xviT., .. : 
S 'II)' lhe "is.tom of lhe jud;le' ( = ri nr.,:in:i) e-c ,pyov ,rru, .. utJ?u,rn, ( =I nl:111 n:i::,,): 'the city is es1ablished' 
!:- ( =1 i·v;, J~~·): :it! .,:l'1' ,~·n• = ? · upri!(htness is preserved' so P ,krs. Prrhaps .,¥.'. J !?Q.'. should t,, read 
( .,~~ 1111ghl rasil; br <NJ uf,lid lo i'll as 111 .S: mu/ :i~'n• is llll ea-9• co, 1tcl!,,H ~/. nJ:;•, ,,, 6 : it: = • some1hmg 
,h.1p~d or fom1ed '). Smoul fops J!! w/11.-/1 he rmdtrs: 'a work of art' ( icii', rp . .,\='''? 1 Kings \'i 35) 'is mastered · 
,1-.1 L,I. 'and' (Jll = 6 ) CH> C'p . .S ' wi,c and prudeul' ( =? i'll'J c::,n : Sb rtad her, w,'lh P tltrs) uo<f>o• '" Aoyf 
a,Tue 6. )I! lixt i10'J c::in ( u·ro11gl;• af/r1.J1111,,: ;,o•:i lot'. 1 8) =•wise of (r) speech• (;,o•:i/rom i'lt.lJ = NOJ ; rp .• Yeo-
11.br. 'IO'J = • \'ain speech'). 6 ? = J!! H R,a1!111g i'llJ/or i11J = .S: <J,. l!li ~-g J!! li'l'l) \,y N:l'!:11 (par/. N\i'F;), 

rp. ::.yr. nr.,1!l \,y :ion=• 10 speak has1il), unad\'i,edly ') = 6 cm o ""°""~' '" >-.oy~ aVTov h 1!, pr. hi. • de 
iudic,bus' i-i J!l CV t)!ll'::> (r«1d o:in/or Cl/= 6 .S) H ,er Jl1 (rt(J(/ iCl' = 6 .S) k-k JI ,,,,,o (nad 
i1ilio) = e:i '""Yl""'I" S • set1le1h l11s cil) ' 1-l G rov Aaou aVTov (but Ne.a 24 8 &t. Syro-Ilex 1!. > auroo = Jl! .S) 
m-m Sr> J!l (p) = :S: 6 ,,...,.,.,. {= \,J) (,·z•. 2 011d ,1 Ir. 111 }II) 11-11 ill J/1i!l 1,0 = & /jaui>.,u, mrm3.VTo.-: 'An 
unnghteous kin1t' .$ <hlSQ6 = 10).': J!! i'I/ 1•-1• Jll ;i•-ibl = ;5. ~ 8vva,m•• (= C'i C') q l'v. ~ 1111d 5 Ir. 

,,, J!! ,-r S" 6 S ( = i:.;i, ",. ,::~) J!! ~··~ rr-rr 311 iJJ , :i n,~·co: .S 'power of all' (omillmg iJl): • prosr)crnas 
(n,,d ·· !JoleHas ") homi111s' 'I!. = J!! : l'elcrs nn~-:.o: ,voarn (? for ,~ouu,n) av8par \!i •-• J!! j>j)100 = l!'i YP"l'I"'"= 
(ln11/t1i"11,1/ 1md,11i1g o/i'i'ln>::>: !flt' T11rg11111.r ,.md,,· s,1111, word l!)I 'scribe' [11,00) ,,, Gen. xlix. 10) t-, Jl! \,N 
J:'i~ J.'i c·~~·n: 6 · Ile not wro1h "ith 1hy neighbour' (µ~ ,.,,.iau11, [ al. /L?••vnr) = ? ilUn !iN) T'I' n>-.,1u,o•: .$ 'Offend 
llOl thy friend' r > s ('i Iii = ',·vii . •:fJII : p,oba6{y add,d ,,, p,.oduce u-onl-;,I«) ;(•t//1 ll'i' J u-u So J.! = s : 6 

16. Let men of rectitude be the companions of thy board. Cf. vi. 19. 
(g) IX. 17 X. 5. 
17 By lhe cunning-handed ... wise in discern meot. In spile of I he unccnaimy of 1he texl (sec crilical notes) 

1hc ~~na;,I sense ts cle.,r: Just ;,s lhc skill of the: lratned adept pruduces a perfect piece of work, so insight (or? wise 
speech) enable, lhc wise man (or ruler) 10 govern his people successfully. 

X. 1 A wise governor ... well-ordered: Cp. ProY, x~. 8. The word rendered 'governor' - lit. 'judge', • magis-
1rate here il is applied 10 ruler,; (cp. vi,. 6, ill and l!li): cp. also verses : and 24 of lhis chapter, and :<h. 18. 
'ln,1ruc1cth' has 1h~ idea of moral disc,phne. 

:. As is the governor ... bis officers. (.I"· Pro,•. x<ix. 12. The llcbrc" word rendered 'officer,' - lit. 
' inluprcters ', , c. lho~e "ho represent lhe ruler and inlerpret his will to the ()<.'<'pie. 

J. A reckless king. Lir. • a king broken loose ' (viz. from all res1raints) : cp. Exod. xxxii. -23 (' lhc people ... 
hrokc n loose 'J. 

4· The rule .. of God. set telh over it one that is worthy. Cp. IJan. ii. 21. • One that b worthy,' i.e. a worthy 
ruler: such good heathen kings as C)•rus arc in tl1e writer's mind, probably. 

;. Jo lite hand of God is the rule of every man. Or (pointing"'!~ ) of c,cry man of power: 1.c.1he po\\er of rule~s 
comes Crum (,od. t p. \\ 1sd. , i. 1 11'. e:i has' success• (so Pe1ers read~): 1he success which enables a man to secure 
power and rule wdl comes from (;od. 

(h) X. 6-18. 

6. Requite not . Or J!! may be rendered : 'in the case of cYcry wrong requile not,' &c. L<!vi renders: 
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SlRJ\CII 10. i -12 

Jt 7 'Pride is hateful to the Lord and to men, 
"And before both op1>rc,sion is an olfcncew. 

8 Sovereignty is transferred from nation Lo nation 
• On account of the violence of pride•. 

9 1-1 ow should he that b du,t and a,hcs vaunt him~clfr, 
• Ile who~c entrails rot (even) durin,, hi, lif, •? 

10 • A su~picion (?) of disease dcficth (?) tile ph} sician •­
bT o-day a king", and Lo-morrow he shall fall<! 

11 \Vhcn a man dieth he inhcritLlh 
" Worm and maggot. lice and creeping thingsJ. 

t z The beginning of pride i, 'when ii man bc·comcth shameless•, 
• \nd ' his heart' d cparteth from his ;\laker. 

(f,,-·/y),cmµ.']ff'ptltTUtfA,')1':'<11t11,,,)'01,c~1Jfi..•~JS.,1,/,/1·//,,,/.11/,/,/,/ ·'/ /1,111 , 1;·, ,1/ll ;1111,111/rfth ;,1 ·f•c•m 
all ~m~ an<l lying tlt'p:u1 1 .mil w:ilk nut 111 a lofty !--pi1it • (, ,1, , ~r:,, .f ~i""\1~) , /',.' (, r • :: .... i:,-·;:;"";' 

i'tdl1 'l,'1) JU= (i ,cm •~ u1,u-fJ11npw11 r.A,1µµfh'J•U1 "~'"·" ('·11/ ;·, lit I/; it ,, /, :,,(<'.!\ ;o :?4'-i r.'lt.'7µµ1>., 1,1 ,.A,.M, 1 
cxsecr:1hilis omnis lnii 1uitas gcntium 1L = > 0°:11 ~i0 ) i...:, i"'~,:~·\: ~ = J.! ,, uli + \ (;--~·:.·, ~;"; l ~-, ., J) ~-:- ,i..:l 
illl'(l: /.rn a~mar Km ••jp,« Km XP?l'•rn \!:i = S 'llrc.ius, of ,ins an,I pride- .md \J ,mmon' • + d1\'rrso d• 
l!, = Ka, 8rnq,opa (,p . .,,i. 18, xiii. :; = i ' r,>:1) r + there is not -. more " nl 1h1n::- than a COHtcu,; 
man for ,uch an one sellelh his 01111 soul lo sale' 70 2~~ J!, (st>,\,V.=<1>•~"1'Y"I''" I'"' "f''I' ••4•• v·r•"'P'~ 
,,u1'0S' "1'1P ~a, T'JII' 10UTou ,J,a;~?"' tK"ff'pa1tTor ,rm I l!. niht t c,t nuqums quam :un:uc petuniam h1(. ~nun am 1·1 LI rr 
1•enalcm h:i.bt,t--:a rnlahc1tcal ,1d,l,1t~11, ll,11/) ,-, R, J111 ' •'th " co11t It II u/ Jl) 1'1l Cli' 1"1"l:'.: i::'l( 
6 'D<:C,lUSC Ill lift.:. l (,,, ihl'~) h.l\'C C,lo,;l l\\.l)" hi~ I ,,,, , '. "Tl, Cw,1 ,,.,,.'1111 ( '1 B: /./1/ : I ~ ,\. ~ ,,,,n,Y,, 
OL'Tou: proiecit J!, Syro-Hex ,~o,a,v.,.,., (?a ,on fi"M} ~ /,.,·. //,,, Ci1' ·dmh,;irlJs 11a s,1/irfa,lrr; s,m, · ,~ n I 
/() Cl,; /n,111 CO") = to rot. ~ (r ,11,t/ 1,.,1: f.(, J',tu ) whl>S· , Je, and bo11cl- \\-Onns Crtcl' through 
durin~ his life· ~-:\ Tt·.,I r,1; d,j/i, 11// W. :,.:::1, ,y;,~· i\:'ii': i"':~'== G • .\ lonf! ( .. -c.t-.;, the J•h,,i'-un mnc.k th· 
(µ.o(pov "Pf>v>"TTJ~n cr,u.mrr,, (C <TK0"70, Sah uc<mt1, z,tR &c. IIC't11M'tt, ~ j ,t &c. hll'rnrrtt) 111rpo,' (N l",-" ca"">"••). 1!,; ha$ 
a doubld: omms potcnlatus brc\ls \Ila ( = hi. pr.?). Lani;uor proh"1or ( = l"'"P''") gravat me f(um. Brc,·em 
(= l·""J'O.,) languorcm praccu.J1t mcdilus [l,ur I gr.l\',ll nu..:d1cum = J! ~::\i J'i1~' . i111,/ 1 J r.lt' ht = "'ur.ru , 

""""'"• suggrsl,i,g" ~·ananl ~~n· 'cu•, short']. i"t-':l' 111 xviii. 32 = ' mud, (' much luxur~· ll!~n j'et!') i,1,l 111 
Job iv. 12, xx,i. q 1/='a little' ('the "hispcr of'). st ,,, ,\ ·,,,.J!tb, (.·111/id,•11 ·/" lh,11t:, 'p,tic ,· ') th, m ,11111,g 
ifJ·;,~, t"s also 1111a1/d1i1 (?gole:.un, prO\l1kl", gric\C, def',) }ll 1111.:,1 /11111,,111 • . l k,ng d1'.'-1:,l ... l 1r11,,,k, ~ (gr1c\t· ... ~ 
defie~) the physician' : or 'there ts a suspicion of di,ea,c-tht• phy,ician i~ nlnrmctl '-rr at , rn./, rt</ af,,,.,t ,-,. 

It.xi b-b So JI! = ~ ( + ""): !:, w:i.lkin~' (1>,,oj,r ,~., \\alking to-da) and dead to-mo,row ) Jl 
~\~' : nAn.lT']\Tfl 6 = .s ,l-.1 .~~, lU :.:"=-,, O';J ,,i·~,i-, .,~~,. 6 fJJ';'if'tfl .cru s,,,1111 ,cm ucwA'jClH \tr.Cw~IJC•I\ = ~J,·~,n, ... ..,, 
,~rrun = ci.,, : 6 1110.J' 110/ /Jt ,-,, 011~,i,i.1/ "1d,1); ~ .md his \\Orn\ 1~·fun.: him Cfl't'pelh • (= '".:-.:1' ,,.;;J ~r;•.,,ru) 
[ 111 ~\ ~·o.JAbr. ii~~ pl. 0'~~ =. \'ermllt •. ,. • lie\ J l Jl! r;1•--., o,~ = (i ,·1·8p,.a:rut n'/HtJTf.l#JU'fll ,1":'rl Ki,•t1•1' (/,,. 

rrmlc r/ng: 1¥'" = //'!f. pa1 I ,!f ttY) 1-1 /\1t ct,h11 .. iJ? ;1 •h (i 1111,/ ~ JU 1:J~..., [ S ,-, 11,I,, ( ,;,,,. :. h I,. ; 11 u · Tlie 

' Quelle que soil la faute ne punis pas ton 1>rochain.' The s1·numrnt 1cp. l.r1. x,x. 2;1 ,c,•111, hardly m pla,e h,•rc. 
the sudden introduction of I neighbour· havin~ no .~pparcnt Ju-=,t1111 •• ltinn trmn the, mlc'.\t I or 1h1:- lmc tlw Jm.bll-1 
in ~ (sec criticnrnott•) gi,Ts: 1 ftom aJI sin::t.mtl l)m~ kt·q, f.lr .t\\,\)' 1 ? j'ni ::·n:, lt.!':J l.~-,:,. wh1t h y1dd .... , ... ,: .., .. 
factory sense and harmoniies wilh the context. It may "ell represent a ,·.oriant (and su1><;rior) Hcbrc\\ r< ,d,ni 
The connexion would then bt·. flom ;\II sms; .md lyin~ kc<.·p ;rna), but i:~11tc,;11l)' ,l\ni~a th• -,111 of pnd1..·-

7. Aod before both. Lot. ':md from both of them'. i.e. in the opinion of both Cod and m~n: (;-, = ·J!:~ 
'Oppre,)sion' is not only an orfoncC' a~tHO!·-t men fin thl'ir '>0' i.ll 1(e , but ~,ho .m offence :tg.\inst G01;i. 

8. Sovereignty is transferred from nation to nation. i. c. I_Ml1tolb de, li111.: ,Uhl r.dl t (11r rt .1:,,1.m ... ,,ddt.u d .11 .., • 
On account of the violence of pride. 'l'hc, rrs1on, l'.">l'l' i.:r1tit .,l n(•tt·) utld ., fortl11·1 n. .1s,m ~tt·,-.t , .f mmtl·y .. 

or this, howe,·er, thl·rc is no tr.u:c in W, and it 111:l)' he dul' to l,Ht·r u·vi:.;wn. {~od \\111 not .1Hu\\, p~1d1.· 111 n.11:110.$ t,1 

go unpunished; much les< in the l.lsc nf lll•li,it!u.,I men (rp. x1 L. 1 il '!'lone Li prol,.~bl)· .,n . .!lu,111n 10 tile tr11r,for 
of the sovcreiRnty of Syria from the l'10:t·m1c:-; to the :--.clcul 1t!.1c, ,, l11ch ,,-.1:t , onst111H~\.,t,d 1,r the , ll tori..:" of 
Antiochus fl I (a c01nparatl\el)· u:t:<:nt c,cnt \\hl·n gcn-!'"tir.\ prt·sum.,hly \\fOlc,:1, l.kn•S1r.1. ho\\CH'r, ~11al..t!11 1hc 
principle one of uni,c-r,.11 application, ,md, pcrh.,p,, him, 1lut th,· ,o,crc1.;111r of the Sclc1:c1ctac 1> not hkdy ;o i,.., 

more permanent than that of other opprrssi, e world-i owcrs. . • • . 
9- 11 have probably some l."Onttmpor,1rr l11~to111.. LI 1nci<l1..·nt Ill \J('w: S111<t:nd ,ug,:l• ... t£ th.It 1t was 1he dc.~nth nf cme uf 

the Ptolen,ics; prrha ps Ptolemy t V (died w4 11. c.J. .\clonlrn,: 10 I ho C.1ss111>. tlu, mon~rch ,t,cd of., p.11n1ul 
disease (.,,H7<:> xa'>,.,~ ~,rttX>.tiTTt1 .,(J,, 8iml .. ... .. 

9 .... he that is dust and asbel>. Cp. C,cn. nm. _27 (cp. also w11. 32 and ~I. 3 of our "?ok). . , 
10. a suspicion of disease.. . r hc lo);ic,t! ~·'I" ,n the ~crsc ,c,·111 _10 he due 10 r.1p1d ,tcscnpt,on t,ui<'ptcd i >t 

graphic effect)-a sud<.len ,md (scem,n;;I)') 1111hni; .,il!ncnt dc·r1c< th,· phi;o,c,.,n: the next day, 11 ,s o,cr. 
11. When a man dieth . . . worm .. Cp. Is. xiv. 11. Cp. :,Jso vu. 17 of our book. 
1 z. The beginning. According to !:>mend 1he word so rendered denote. \hkc n·~'l<i} the <-'>SCn<<' or chid pan 

oh thing. 
WI 



SJRACH 10. 13-19 

J!lA 13 ~For sin is the rallying-place of insolcnce8, 
h And its source overflowcth with depravity h. 

For this cause 1hath God stricken such an one marvellously 1, 

And smitten him to the uttermost. 
14 lThe throne of the proud! God ovenhrowcth, 

kAnd settethk the humble in their place1• 

16 mT he roots of t he proudm God 0 s w eepeth a w ay•, 
0 A nd extirpateth them to the foundations of the earth 0 . 

17 l•He tcarcth them out of the earthP qand roo teth them up", 
And extinguisheth their memory 'from among men•. 

18 Insolence •was not the heritage of man•, 
'Nor savage wrath' (apportioned) to the earth-born. 

(i) X. 19-25. JJ011011r to whom lio11011r is dur ( = 2 + z + z + I distichs). 

19 An h onourable race is what? The race of men! 
e!i • An honourable race is that which fcarcth God. 

beginning of the sins of men is thm pride, and their deeds ( =1i1::ll/O) make foolish their heart'] r-~ So JI! : 
upx.•1 '"''P?</>".iar 6 fi,r jl1l ;,1po: $ 'the source of sin is pride'= "PX? al'apruu inr•p?</>avw lhe n·admg of 248 
Syro-fl,·x ,wd l'h!:J'Sfl.,/0111 h h So i!! m:it J:'J' ;'l"lli'l.:ll: "°' o ~I"'"'" avnir ,~µ.9pq,r« fja,>..ttyµ.a e:;: 'and 
fornintion 1, the source of both· .S (;it.)! '!flw 1i1 Bibltrc1l llrbnw ef J/1/S if 1md1aslily): e:i appc1rmlly nad 
;iJ1j:)l f,, mp~l (.,, L,',·i) H R wdi11g lJ.'lJ o•,,,N N',!:li"I with Smmd (so P,kr.< mhslanlially) : ,rnp,3o~a"'" 

( =N')!:1) K<·;>••• ,or,11uywya, ( = i"ll~~) 6. · ( ;o.i sepa1:ued ( =? i"l?!:i"I) tlwir conflicts' S: J!! lt,,s yi: 0';'1?1): I:!? N:>O 
(' God filled his heart "iih a stroke': IJ; N:>O rormpl) j-j So J!l =;:: 6po110vs apyovrow [i k-k ill J ::''11.,. ::!f'1 
l ('i ttrltls fi1·0 lina ( = z,. 15): pt{a, t.81,ri,r• ,fu,Ao, o K.vp,or KOt ,ct,urnuu, Tar.,u,out aVT avrc.w = 

o•;i!:N "li)l) O'N: (·t:i,t:i) ' "IPll (I;; a) 
: onnn 0•1:11 11011 ( 1 5 b) 

( 1 ;; a) 'The roots of the proud God pluckcth up, 
(,;; u} And planteth the humble 111 their place': so $. 

l/rn 1;; a is a tf,;r,/,/d if 16 a; a11rl 1 ;; b a ,l,,111,/<1 of q b (will, sligltl iwrianls). Smmd and L hi (6111 m,1 
P,1,, ) 1,g11rd lht nn, h,,u i•tr, as t1rig1i1al, and as 0111illtd ,i, l!.! arailmlally (by homoioldwlon) m m JI.! 
C'1l n:ipi.• 'The traces of the n.1uons' (n,u/ O' l)tl '"IPJ.' u·tlh Pd,rs): $ = O'Nl n:ipy • The trace~ of the proud' (so 
Sm<111l) (i xwpn, ,(I..,,,= ill (rp. xvi. 3 n:ipy = rn.-os) 11-n l!.! COr.lO == 'stoppeth up : Fr,1mkd f-ropPstd :-:p:,.:9 
(b. rn. ~J)"' o~7No ,, Ot?NrJ (i11d1,,1l,d also 111 .IIS. '!( J!!}: 15 •«n<rrt"''"": S "li'll ($ s11g,r;,sls "li'll C'Nl 1"1i'Y 
o•,,\-N, if.•.; ,t ,,;.,,,) ""J1! J1~lli' j'11): 1JJ o ::;i:;·1 = ·And their root(? root-offshoots) Ile cullelh down to the 
earth'. but 6 •m 0::-w>.10<1• all1"M ,.,. 8,µ,A,o,v "1'1< = i'1N yp-,p 1ll 0::11:;l'l (rp. Amos ix. 3), wl,irh is J•rrfi·rabk (lht 
fir I ,, -rd ef 211,/ dt.</1,h sho1dd l,, a ,·,·,·b 011 ,w,1/or;;• '!f pr,1.•ir111.r ;·tn.-s: h11u, 0:,1:;"l ts prefirabl,). S 'And 
dcstro}cd from the earth their ruemor}' (,p. 17 u) v-P R .. adwg (; .. 'lN":l) oncl (,J,. xJ,.iii. 1 ;; : so Lki, Smwd). 
J!! \j'"IN~) 01"1Cl ='and lie scourcth tht·m from', &c. (rp. Ezek. xx1i. ~): <E?P''"'v •E a'""'" (A i,ir. a t111d somt 
"" I f ·E~r·· qlrm,1) f'.i q '1 ot·n•, l!.!; KQI n,:-wX,o,v ovro,·• (5 j O He destroyeth th<:m and uprootcth them and 
~'" ·pcth them :\WO) S r r .\o S ( = 01Nl.:l ,,. t:;lJNC) JI! l'"INl.:l = e:; (/,11/ uj,d1lio11 ef lhis word r1111110/ bt 
n.,•/1/) ' ~ [i ou ,ma-rm ae8pwrro« == t:'!ll)t) p\,ni N:> (so nod) == :o: Jl! i"l11):l N; (' doth not befit ') 
L·. ~,N nr11, J!t : .,,l, "I')? 6,,µo,, l".i u-o Luu b a11d C Olllt'l!ttl Ill ii! l!Y hMtOto!dm/011. 6 <11:,pµa ""'I'°" ,ro,ov ; 

13. For sin is the rallying-place (i"ll~')) of insolence, And it$ source r:i"iiv!?) overftoweth with depravity. 
'ln,okncc', i.e. ~ggrl'Ssi1·c wrongdoing sinning 11ith a high hand, contemptuous ·both of God and men-finds its 
source or resen oir in sin, which also pours forth ever)· form of depravity. The words rendered ' rallying-place' and 
'sourc•· • occur 10~:cthcr :is synonyms} in xliii. 20 - •pond•: but text doubtful ; see critical note there. 

such an one [lit · him 'J. him. i.e. the proud and arrogant sinner. 
14 The throne of the proud . . . ( p. 1 Sam. ,i. 7 r.; Luke i. 52. 
15. For thi· ,cr:-ie set: critical note. 
1ti. The roots of tht: proud God sweepcth away(;•, I. • rooteth out'). Cp. Ps. xliv. z (3): '\\ith Thy hand thou 

<lids< rout up n.,rions aml plant them 111 • (corrected ttxl). In 16b ('extirpatcth them, &c.) lherc may be an allusion to 
Sodom. Cp. l z~k. xvi. l9· 

17. extingui~heth their memory. The worst punishment or all: cp. ,axviii. 23; Deut. n.'1'.ii. 26. 
18 was not the heritage. Or• was not ordained'. 

the earth-born. Lil. ' born of a woman', i.e. mortal: cp. Job xh·. 1. 

(i) X 19 :5. 
19 An honourable- race is >A hat? . . :llankind may attain to honour or dishonour, in accordance with their 

relation to < ,od. 



S I RAC H 10. 19- 27 

G A despicable race is what? T he race of men•' 
~ A • A despicable race is that which tran.sgre!'iscth the commandment• 

20 Among breth1cn their head is honoured, 
And he t hat fca reth God •among his ow n people". 

22 b•Sojourner and st ranger, alien and poor man' 
Their glory is the fear of God. 

23 A poor man that hath understanding is not to be despised, 
Nor is dany man of violenccd to be honoured. 

~4 "Prince•, ruler and governor arc honoured, 
r But none is g reater than he that fearcth God'. 

2,; 11 Noblc.-s will serve a servant that hath understandin.-.• 
hAnd a wise man will not complai11h, ... ' 

(}) X. 26 29. Th,· r,•nmg a11,I t/1,· rig/1/ t:in.1 of srlj-rstrrm ( = z + 2 rlistichs). 

26 1 P lay not the I\ ise man i when thou doest thy business, 
lAnd glorify not thysclfl in the lime of thy need. 

27 Better is he that worketh •and hath wealth in abundcrncek. 
Than he that ~lorifieth himself 1and lackcth sustenance'. 

(but Syra.llex Elh > r.o,o, ;) •• tf,o,'Jouµu11, (2,;4 o t/>•,-S•ul'""') ,,,,. Ki·p••• = 0''1~N is- • '1~:ll l/'1! (10 ::<+'the 
honourable rate 1s that which obs, r\'~.h the comm~ndm,·nt ) · /nr c \".i ku ""'Pl'" ,mµo, ,,..,,,,.; cr-c,pµu ao8p,,,1ro,, 

= t:'1,N~ l/'11 ? i"I~ nSp, 1n1 (so .S) 1 •1· Sa )11 - ~ 6 '""Pl'" '"'"°' ""'"", (w, '-no-Hex I:th > irmo• :) 
n, TTt1{Hl/3ao .. ovr•~ f'vroXnr . n -e !!i c1,1 otf,l'n°"µn1r ,nT01, = ,·:'J;~ (, JJ~I· f}: ;: = ";!;j~ (so J lt•1). i.t (1 is more: 
honourahll·) than he' . • \111oul ,m,11ds 1'~J!J I \.,,,, 111,i,, C-111/./ul +(=:•. ,1) ,,,,.,.•?t••ir ', 1s 
~qfuv,c-) «PX"I tpo,8or ,wp,ou CK11ox,,- ~( "P\'J {o.#f,A'] !f np,\;'1f :qs) (at (>:!~Ii) nrcA11(HUt,.OI, l({JI 'r.f/ •; /NlU(I• a SUI I ,,. 

,:11a111ic/orm of -,(I i( s 7-2 :-; (/la, I) C -c .\() J1t : e't rrAotr710i l(IU , ... auto( 1(0, r.Tu.i\O" = :.:•, , , :.::, , ,:.:.•y (f 11 ,n ,; 
t.:•, 1 ' '1Jl): S 'Sojourner who is poor and trouhleil · 1 I J!> ,/'./' tr, ;: •;;-: ::--is ";: .\ ') .l,!!,1 c ,.,.. ::--is '-;: 
't,·ery one that is l·xalted' (s" Lfn·. wtlh S"111• , r r ) · (i .,.~1,o ai,nrrTw•o•. :., • the i:o.lle~, nch' (rr 1dmg '1':.~;i 

f or :l;'~) rp. l!, ( \'!rum pecntorcm dintem) o JV J,1;, I Iii ''')'"'"" ··••= : •ii (. , tad :,~th Sn:ml anJ .\trarll): 
Ad/,,-, Pt/us 1 "I:!' £. = (G f I,\. J!! = G (+m,w,-}. S · \nd lh(:re" ncnc ,d,o 1. ::· te• than he that 
honoureth ( = '1J:•,) tht (jod-fcara' ( + 1:1:·.> ',, r•,1n 111! .f ''"' tu. ) • S, (; ,.,ry rro¢'!' .~ .. e,~, 
"-"TOL'P'Y'}Uo1.1uu, = ii JJ.1' O',~n ~~·:;'t) ,.ll) (so <,111, 11tl, J>,. 1 = ~ JU ., : 1.i Oi V''t ~':i::~ ~::1,1 b~b «·1• wn,p 

nr,CTT,i1u.w ov ycrrrurtc = p,sn' N> c~n :;·,~\ (s" ,rad u, ti, P , ·) %' .\11 I '.l wi ,e n1.1n whc b corrcc1ctl ,•t11l 
r1ot complain'= l!r+1r,na,an,,_.,..,. (.< ;o 24X ~)ro-11, x ' i!.). W. h,11 /ii, brth J1J1tdi< · 

cr,,.i ~,~:;·~~ ,~~' 
: m:sn• N; /c:r. , 1:i.~·1 

i. r. • \ slan· th:1.t h:1.1h nn 1t-r,1:1.ndini: 1., rx:1.hr,l: 
And a ~la,·e tl1at JS \\1 .. c wl!111ot 1nurmur 'J 

j-j S'n JU o=r.nn s~ = (i f''l ,rn<p,{111 1!. nuh lt 'XlOil1'r1• = 1''1 ,,,,.~a(m (1 ) ~ In 111,t .. 1 ll k (·;:1:"";'l l'.:::~i" ii\ 

[1!. lro11sposts m bs i11 a ,111d b J ~-. J!! (i S · lL er noh , unr1,1ri (i tr!, /r,m•P, rrJ (I Tl ( d), k ·• J.I 
Pil ,n,~, = ..S· <rr 'l'}"{oµ.nru•i '"" 111pitTC1(1•6 ,. TT<lff"' (. ~ \ 70 :Z.J~ ~yro--llex ii. = S1·,, = ~:: ("· 1i ;:l r 
;iil) · Bu, 1raaw 11 r.rpfrrttT~>I' 1s 11 ,1 ,n: ·111t1! I l R,a1 r'1tJ ill~ ,~n, (.sn fl; 11 .,,,uw/, ., , ) , li "' t 11 ''""' 

20. A mong brethren their head is honoured. And he that feareth God . • \ r •111p,cri-<-:a 1, 11np. ,·d. J .. ,: 
:i.mong a people thrcthrcn, the: 11.· ·d<:r 1s honourt'd. ~o dw < °' -!l'.1n:r i~ h11no1,r;il1h n111110,..:, me-1:. · !:1utht·r· oftt·n­
follow•member of the same commumty or nation \cp. ,i,. 12•. The .1ltcrn.1t1\'e rrndcring (sec sntical note) 1:1 'but 
he "ho fearcth (;od i, more honounbic tl1rn he' 

[For c•. z1 see critical note.] . . . • 
~~- Sojourner and s t ranger, alien and poor 111an • . • The r< (crcnr,- 1!1. ptrhap,. tn poor !rws h"mg 1n he ,then 

lands (,u Smcnd). 113 (' l111 rich m.111, the honourahlc .and the I '"'r J m.,kc, tl,c ~1.,t,'lllcn1 mnr<: i;, nsr.,,. \H cl.,,se, 
alike, whate\'er their condition, lind their hii:hcst glory in the for of< :od. 

::3. A poor man that hath understanding. 1.t. a. pcMtr 111a11 ,\hi.1 ~ pi,111,, ~lnLc r!cty fc.u of c;(11~t t .. t!te nnl\' 
t nie source of wisdom according to Hen-Sim. l'o\'erty and pitty arc often s~non)'mous 10 the P,,lms. 

any man of violence. hen thou1 h he b, ricl, ;: (' the godless rich • cxprcs,cs th1> d1s11nctly. 
25 Nobles w ill serve a servant that hath understanding. l p. l'ro, ,.,;, ~ f. Ch.ar;,cter o,crcome< a:I ihc 

artificial barriers of soci,l com·ention<. 
(j) X. 26-29. . . . 
26. P lay not the wise n,nn. i. C. <ln nnt m,k ... a ~hnw nf ,11penor w1,dnm do lh)· work qu1c1ly ""d honour.1bl \': 

do not pose as being' ~uperior to thy wm k 1for then the \\11rk \\ !:J ~Ufll·rt. ~Ut h su1~\r1,ir w1sd(1m 11_ .,n ('xc.:u .. a t.."tr hUmrss .. 
A nd g lorify not thyself ... \ it. "' 10 wh:tt 1hu11 1111~h1st h,",• 1l.111c. l he fact rtn,a,ns that :all th.at tho11 

couldst ha,·c done has not av,1ilcd 10 keep off w.ant. . . . , , • . . • . 
27. Better is he t hal worketh.. ·the nun who i:oc, q111etly ahout hrs \\Otl-.. an,! doc• lt. " mfirutcl) 

superior lo one who merely talks nnd boasts; cp. I'ro\', xii. 9. 
And lacke th sustenance. ,. e. through his 0110 idlenc~s. 
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SIRACH 10. 28-ll. 3 

11!" 28 i\fy son, g lorify thy soul in humility, 
mAnd give i t discrction m •such as befitteth it". 

~9 •P\Vho will justify him that condemneth himself P? 

11 

And who will honour him that dishonoureth qhimself'1? 

{il} X. 30-X [. 1. ll'isdom mt Ira t/ran mere wealth bri11gs /1011011r ( = 3 distichs). 

30 There is a poor man that is honoured on account of his wisdom, 
',\nd there is• he that is honoured on account of his wealth. 

31 • J Jc that is honoured (in his poverty)-how much more in his wealth•! 
And he that is despicable in his wealth-how much more 1(in his poverty)1! 

1 The wisdom of the poor man lifteth up "his head", 
1\nd causeth him to sit among princes. 

(b) XL z-13. I I 'ami11gs agni11sl Ira sty ;i,dgemrnls ( = 2 + 2 + 2 + 3 + 2 + 1 + .3 distichs). 

2 Praise no man •for his beauty\ 
/\nd abhor 110 man wror his appearance". 

3 •or no account• among flying things is the bee, 
But her fruit is Ysuprcmc among productsr. 

(=?en;, ion, Pro-:•. xii . 9) • l,111 S = j\lO m-m G Ko, 8or ,wrr, T<p~v = CJ/t:l n, jli\ (S = Cl/t:I : '!i T<p~v chqsm 
/or ils so1111d-1,-umb/a11a .> Sff Smaul): JI! . ••• O 1=' 111'1 (Rysscl J\t:11~ jl:1~1) u- n JI! n::i i<~l'J (a loft idiom: ,p. 
xx xviii. 17) 0 S pr. ':\I} son' P P J!l hos iip•i\~ •o 1:;•:ii 11•::i,,:, : e;; ,ov apaf'Tn"o"'a .,. T~v f ux ~v nwou T<f 

a,.011,)17"; II""! }!.J 1;;1!)l : l[c T~II ,..,~. OCT OU V mis/aft /o, ~q• fux~v avroo) r-r l!! W'I ! 6 ~°' ,rAoud',or (I / nr •m 
taru· o,): l!. H~~'.~tsls it:iN Cl'l (also rud "l't.711 Cl'\: so Hart) •-•6 o a, 8oEa,oµoor (bu/ N• S)rO-llcx>~•: 
.<n l!. w Cod. A111.) (.\C 248 &c. o 8,&faapo•or) •• ="'X"~ •a, ,v ,r/.ou.-'I' ,rouax.,,; l!! ,i:,::i•N \"lt.7JIJ i:,::ii (='one 
honour~cl-in his wealth how much more!' b11t+m1,,:i a/ltr i:i::ii : so Smmd, Ptlrrs ,-t +ln1'1J (sq SJJwut, 
Pe/ir.r): Iii•• 1TT"'X"~ [ J!l adds n11 txpla,ialtJIJ' doublet: 

,m• ,:i:ino ,, t:iy::i m,,,:i ,:i:ini:>n 
i m• n,pJ ,m,,:i 1,w11:i n)pJm] 

u-u S o lll $ : G ••,t,a),.'I• ( + aurou N AC &c. Syro-Hex lL = Jl!) v-v Sq J1I 6 : S 'that is beautiful in his 
appearance' "" w So G = 1nio:i (Jl! ":i i i:1:,0 = 'hateful in appearance' [rJ,. xiii. 22 ): bu/ om,'l ,in:,o w1'lh G 
Leh, Pdas, 4·c.) ,-~ JI! ~'~N = .S: [i p,Kpa (.S + yap pr.) 1-1 Jll /llJ\ln t:ilol"l : 6 ' the chief of sweetmeats' 

28. glorify thy soul (i. c. thyself) in humility. In humility, not in pride and sclf,assertion, shall true honour 
he found. 

give it discretion ... i. c. cultivate sound sober sense in thyself, such as is worthy of thee. The implication 
seems to be that a proper self-respect is desirable. 

29. Who will justify . . . Want of proper self-esteem, undue self-depreciation, are here condemned. 
X. 30-X ff 19. A series of warnings in connexion with various contingencies of life. This division cont.1ins 

eleven subsections. 
(a) X. 30- XI. t 

30. that is honoured. Lven while he is still poor. The Ji,•es of many of the Rabbis would illustrate the truth of 
this remark. 

31. He that is honoured (in his poverty/... i.e. wealth enhances the honour of the wise, and po,·eny the 
degradation of the foolish. 

XI. t. The wisdom of the poor man ... princes. In both Talmuds and in the ~Iidrashim clause o of this verse 
i, 4uotcd m combination with l'rov iv. 8 as from Ben-Sira: ' 1 n the book of Ben-Sim it is "ritten: •" Exalt her and 
she shall lift thee up (Prov. iv. 8) and set thee among princes.'" (So J;J. s~r.rl:/10/lt ,·ii. 2; cp. T. B. Ber.r/,ht,/1, 
48 11, &c.) 

(6) Xl. z 13. 
z. Praise no man . • . A warning against being misled by external appearance; cp. I Sam. xvi. 7. 
3. OC no account . . . "fhe bee is ao excellent example to point the moral. 
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SIRACII 11. 4-10 

,.?'' 4 • 1\lock not the dress of the wretched', 
• And scoff not• bat those whose day is bitter"· 

For wondrous are 0 the works of Jahvch', 
And His operation is hid dfrom man•t. 

51\Iany •downtrodde n• have sat 'upon a throne', 
ti And those who were never thought of• ha,·e worn ba crown h 

6 l\lany exalted have suffered I great I abasement, 
And also honourable lbeen delivered upl. 

7 Before thou hast examined kblame not k; 
Investigate first, and afterwards I rebuke 1. 

8 ., Answer not a word before thou hear, 
And in the midst of •a discourse• speak not. 

9 ° In a matter where thou art not affected•, ''enter not into st rifer 
'1 t\nd with the quarrels of the arrogant meddle not''· ' 

10 My son, 'why multiply thy business (unduly) ' ? 
•But if thou so doest thou shalt not go unpunished . 

(upx, )'At..,Cl'UJ.l<ITWv): ;E.+~.:, /eftl/f n,:n;n /.'·"f. .. \.') l1! (iJ:,,: 1it:i3:·~ 1111,;.:/J/ = • .ll li111 ti ll l:, t t '~ • rl \\Uli ic: .. :n1cti1111} 

eir 'GlorJ not in lhc pulling on of nimenl' (w 11rp1,jo>..~ 1µiw11,w µ~ m~~1r, = ,;,,nii ~N 'llJ ;,o~J) · S = J!l 
a-as,, Jl? o,pn ,t-ii : err Ami exalt not thyself' (t,,lw., o,;, 111 .\"II 11 , = ,~~n=n ~N,1 •· 1 \' l!! .::" •,•,-:::: 
l!li- •• qµ,~ aof~< [.S 'And do not dcspi~c th~ man "hose tliroat i, hitter'] • • .•,o J!l (i ;;, the srcrcts of God' 
d--<I So J!1 = .$: eli •• t1v8µwr.o•< ( = 01NJ) -u So J!l O'N::l1l (lit. • crushed one,') = ;:: (i n-p•P>-o• = C'::l'1'l 
f-J So J!1 =.$(seat '!f ,ki11gship): eli "" ,aaq,our (lcormplw11 or r ,rr, 11011 if"" l,q,pou = 1!, in throno). w-i .~o 
.$ = "10)) J' ,)) 1,)) ,:ii (l!i ha., s111 • .:11!,11 '.\ nd one \\ho \\,ls 11cvcr thouglrt of', &c.): J!!, "/" :;•:-; 't.!j,' .:, ,i: , .:11 : 

correcf /Q 1>y >Ji as al,o;:r: so L/1·1 : Pdrrs n,y ,:i, : Sma,,I o•,)). h-h So J!l = l!i ;:: lathing of honour • 
i-i }1Z , ~,) = 6-: s ~together. (Jll + ,n, ,>~::·,,, ,, ·~,n~u,I. ,n, = ~) j J J!l j·~ i;n; : (i r.o,,,0118,}'t<H 10 \U,;u, 

"'"P"'" : S ' were brought low from their honour · k-k J!1 9?cn ;:,t = 'distort no ( l h, j11Je:rn1, 111) (i 

1'' 1''¥11 : ,S •a,sociaie not thyself' (9mmm :,i,) H So '1i = J!1 (9•rn 11,j'. / 91; = • rd,ukc ' 111 .\'JI: lh;. 11/1 

hrrt: !f'!llfn could be nod the mm would bt' be augry'; rp. Prov. xi,: 3) · .$ ""'"' 'marriage' m J!l p,. '.\I)· 
son' n-u J!1 nn•~ (rp. ,•i. 3~): I& 1loyw1• = nn•;, : so ;!, ,,-o J!111J¥ll !'NJ = \\'hen thou ha~t no concern 
(care) ': & Trtp, rrµoyp.oTor ou ou,c u1-ru, C1fll xptm (bu/ ~.\C 248 &c. > xpna) · S)'tO•llex -rr,p, rrpa-yµar,,\ 01.1 #OT1v oo• 

a11..,,...,, (cp. l!, de ea re quae te non molestal) = ? & 11 ( = Jll) : .$ (a•, rt, ffli f, ,·1) = ,1'::¥)) j'KJ r-r· R,ad,"ng 
,nr,r, 'N (/or J!! •ntm 'N) = 6 (,p. \"iii. z): , .$ •1~1 S,1 J!! 0'::1i'il :ON 0 1-,1 J'1:1l : 6 <ut "' Kl'""' uµu1m"A"'• µ'7 

uuv,8p, vr = 111 (rn "P'"" = :rrp rightly) : ;5 '. \nd in the midst of ,iniwrs mul11ply 1101 th111e e:uu,on, · r·r ~ 
1i'::1)) 11J'1!1 111:'' (p:;>)) = j)C))) : Q;i JJq 1rtp< ,.o/\Aa (0"1'W<TUV Ol >fpu!tr< <TOV '. ,$ = J!1 (111/,r/1</III. 1i':'>' IS fi •Ill j':"J/) 
•-• R eadi11g ;,p}n N' i"1J'1n ON1 ='But if thou muhipli~,l it thou ,halt r,01 go unpuni,hed '= 6: J! N) m.:i,;i> j'Nl 

4. Mock not the dress of the wretched. Or 'at him that is clothed ,dth dcstru<lion' de,, pr,,b.,blr I. r or 'drts, 
of lhe wretched' cp. ls. I.xi. 3 (read' garment of mou.rning '); and for 'those whose dnr is bitter' cp .. \mos viii. 10 
('a bitter day'). As Edershe1m icmark~, ~rcat 1mport,mcc ,,as aU;lchet.l hy the l{.,bbtj to clrc.::b . .1\ :,.l)·m,.:- .utr1buted tu 
Hen-Sira ( in lkrcl. er,•-! =uta, towards end) tun.s: • TJ,c :tdnrnment (splendour Inf <:od is man; 1hc .l<lurnnn:nt of man 
is his dress.' 1t does not, of course, follow Crom lhis that am.in would Ix: l'',lim.,tl·d entirely l>)· hi, tlrt S:,., thou~h gcn-!,ira 
here enters a warning against conduct which may indicate the presence of such a tendency ,n cerca,n quarter<. 

For wondrous are the works of Jahv_ch. . Loc.l can 1.~mJ oft.l'n d0<.:::,t up.::i, t man·~ e~tim.,tc~ 1J)' reH·rsine: 
in wonderful ways the conditions that dciermme a man's place m society. • \,od may send sudden revcrs.11 in 
punishment of our pride, or else the prosperity 01 11h1ch \IC buastcd may U<' only app~r~nt ,ind tclllJ""·'I) : t ,•. > e1nd 
6 c:irry out this id~:i ' ( Edersheim I, 

5. downt rodden. Lit. 'crushed' humble, lowly: cp. Is. h-ii. 15. e'."t re,·crses the sense o( 5 , (' 'II.in)· rulers 
have sat down upon th~ ground 'J. For the sentiment cp. l's. cxiii. 7. 

V'II, 7-9. A warning :against hasty «ction m regard to things heard. . • 
7. blame not. The Hebrew word (see crit. note) perhaps • 'penerl nor' (,c. the Judgement): ,. e. be not 

pre1udiced. eli renders 'blame not' (so Levi). 
8. A nswer not ... speak not. Fur th~ ,entiment of the ,crsc cµ. l'r~". x\111. 13; it 1, .,!so _<·xpress.,d in ri,ye Afo ti, 

v. lo: 'Seven things :i.re in a clod, .m<l se\'Cn in a ,,-isc man. (The w1.sc man) ... d1>th 111,t tnrerrupl 1he "oid:i ,~1 his 
companion, and is not hllSty 10· reply .. .' Cf. also l!,,t,., l!,,1_/11,1 9~b \<•led br E<lcrshc1m1: 'interrupt not in the 
middle of a discourse' (in a quotation from 'the book of Ben-Sir~'). , 

9. A nd w ith the quarrels of the arrogant mt;ddle not. By the '.irro:;ant' .ire me,tnl l11.~h-h.1n~ed (pre­
sumptuous) sinners: the wise man will not trouble h1111,elf about the 4u.1rrcls of ,uch .1111on.; thc111~,·he:1: he \\ill 
confine himself to matte.rs that concem the pious. 

'UV. 10-13. Warnings against hastiness in ac1ion. 
10. My son, wh y (i.e. do not) multiply . . . In 10 ban :tllc~nathe rendering tn 'thou shalt nol go unpunished' 
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SIRJ\CH 11. 10- 16 

JI!'' • If thou runncst thou shalt not attain•, 
• And if thou seek est thou shalt not find•. 

n There is one that toilcth and laboureth •and runneth•, 
.. And is so much the more" behind. 

12 " There is (another) that is weak and wandering in misery•, 
> Lacking in strength and abounding in frailty 7; 

• And the eye of Jahveh watcheth him for good•, 
nAnd Ile shakcth him up out of the stinking dust•. 

13 I le lifteth up his head band exalteth him", 
So that many may marvel at him<. 

(c) XI. q-z8. Al! ll1i11gs arr i11 the hands of God ( = 1 [ + 3] + 1 + 3 + 3 +I+ 2 + z + z distichs). 

1 1 Good and evil, life and death, 
~ Po\'(:rly and wealth come from Jahveh'1• 

r ;, • (\\ isdom and insight ••and discernment • of the Law'•• 
Come from Jahveh: 

r LO\·e' and upright ways 
Come from Jahveh. 

16 Follr and darkness have been formed for sinners; 
v And as for evil-doers evil abideth with them••.] 

Mi'l' = ' But he that hastcneth to multiply shall not go unpunished ' = .$ (I.i',·i rmd,rs 
• I ·,,,,,.) t L R(l1d111g 1:•m 1-:> }'liJ"I CN = e:;: J!l hns J/'ln 1-:, 1,,n N> ON 'l:J = s 
thou -halt not <·,capt· bv flt·<·ing' (.,, o,· µ~ '""'''Y!I• arn~pa< = ? then t.:> j'1Nn 01-:1 (l'd,rs). 
/1,, ht•o /Jiur ,i-auld nm: 

i''ll'\ N> j'\"'\71 ON 

: ~>r.in N> j'lNI'\ CNl] 

,1i'l ' succeed ' = N:>I ,i, 
11-11 So JI! S: 6 ' And 
[ l'hus turordmg to 6 

,·-, Su )11: 6 ••• o,rwaw,, "' ")!/ p •i:11 = @:i •m ,oa'I' µaXAov < x )!/ 1,110 1:JNI .:i;t, ti• (l!I ,1/S. plarrs 1,,,0 
al t,,;i11111i1.i: ~( 11,.\·/ sluhos) · ci:!h = ci•:;ii ii'. 29: e:; (/ruly) ,a-rw ~wllpor •«< Trpooa,oµ,vo,· 01.-.A~t••>< {1•0,//por = 
t:i•::·, iv. z9; rrpo.r. ""''· = Ja doublet '!I va-rcpo,, "'X" = ru ,en ef 11,xt Im,): .$ 'There is that toileth and 
laboureth ( = 1· . 11 a) and is lacking in body ' ( = ? Q;; ab,r.•.-) :l' Y Jl! difallz•t: . , .. N ,n1•1 ,:i ,en (mrd 
t:i~N 1/W\ n:i "'On : Pd,r, m~, /or las! u•ord = 6: ;6 = )!/ ,i, rradm,: >:i ion aJ1d /or 1tsl o/ line= 6: 
•-• So 6 (N 248 &c. /,, sing. o o<f,/Ja>.,,.or. .• = Jl .$ )!/: i. /. o<f,llaA,,.a,): ~ 'The word of the Lord shall be good 
upon him •··• .\,, J!l. i!.'i w,al•,m · stinking du,t' lo•• ,a,mvwa,w, m,ro,,: .$ to 'from dust and nshes' t, h So 
Jll : z4 8 &c. !,:J ro-llex ,mo ow,µ,t3?<: olh<1 Codd. > · ;; = JI.I c :q8 Srro-ctex + ll,wp1aa•T<< d-d So )!/ = 
6 .$•Rich and poor arc tqu:il before God • •n·. 1;;-16 an 0111/flt'd 111 NA R, but an a!l,stul 1i1 248 &c. ]!. 

S1 r ,\r qs ii"// ,, ill: /her ,1u ug,mlal as ~r~:;mal {,y Atrrs, /111/ arc r<}rJ,·d try S111md (u:/io a/so t!,,i,ks lh'J' do 
1J0if,n11 p,11/ '.fl!.;,, ifs Migi11al/u1m). S,hlall,r regards //um (/t>gdhtr ,,·1/h t•. 17) 11s" glossa/01'., add1li,m lo 
th, It.\/ q(V:. (. R,rss,I). ""•• Sv V:, «11 Y""'"'" ,,oµou = ;n,n f'::li'll (so Pd,r.r): :nl ,:ii j'J;\1: S = e:'i f-f So 
[i = ~ (1>:::i1n) = > 11::::1; (so uatf). il! 1-::in v , e:; • And evil shall wax old with them that glor)' therein ' (,o,. a, 

is' 1l1ou shalt not succeed' (sec crit. note). Lev, compares the French pro,erb: 'Qui trop cmbrasse mat t!treint.' Cp. 
also /'1rq, ,lbn//1 iv. 14; • Ha,c little business (i'Ol/ as here} and be busied in Torah.' The idea expressed in our verse 
is that over-eagerness in business matters defeat~ its own ends. 

If thou runnest (for text cp. crit. note): developing the thought of 1011, b. . 
11. There is one that toileth. . Cp, (loh, ix. 11; Pro,·. xi. 24, ~~i., (toilcth • , . runneth lo amass riches). 
12. And He shaketh him up out of.. Cp. 1 Sam. ii. 8; Ps. cxiii, 7-8. 
13. So that many may marvel at him. Cp. ls. Iii. 14. 

(,-) XI. 14 28. 
14. Good and evil. i.e. good fortune and misfortune: cp. xxxi,. 24-5 (and notes'; also ls. xlvii 7. God creates 

welfare and c.,iamity. J 
Come from J ahveh S comments: 1 are equal before God.' .. 

On ·,. ts 16, which arc considered secondarr by Smc·nd, see crit. note. They may be an add1t1on due to later 
revision nf the book I part of the secondary Hebrew recension: cf. Int rod. § 3 r). . . 

t ;. Wisdom, insight . Law. ;o;otc that·" isdom' and• insight' MC equated wuh knowledge of the Law. This 
is characterisucall)'" rihal: the point of new is that of the doctors of the l.~w (cp. 1 Chron. xH. 8 ['teacher' a nd 
• scholar'] and xxvii. JZ [' a co·msellor, a man of understanding, and a scribe']). The source of the passage is 
Uan. ii. 2o-21 11.e,il. 

Love and upright wa~•s. The fruit of :i re:1! knowledge of and devotion to the Law. 
16. Folly and daTkness ... The sinntr, by his presumption in persisting in his C\'il ways, brings upon himself 
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SIRACH 1 1. 17 21 

J!• 17 hT he gift of Jahveh abideth for the righteous•• 
And H is good pleasure i~ ever successful. ' 

18 There is that waxcth rich 1from self-denial 1 
I And this is his allotted reward J : ' 

19 "What time he satlh: ' 1 have found rest 
And now 11 will enjoy mr goods 1 ' 

He knoweth not "'what lot shall befall"', 
He shall leave (them) to others and die. 

20 Dl\ly son•, 0 be steadfast• in thy task t•and think therc<m" 
And qgrow old '' in thy work ' 

21 •l\larvel not at the doers of iniquity•-
•Trust• in Jahve h and wait for• J Jis light•; 

F or it is •easy• in Jahveh\ sight 
Suddenly-in a moment ''lo make a poor man rich'. 

;,,wp,waw 1r.1 ,c,a,u'! cr1•yy111><.1 .cu("}: J!..! hrtr C'~V ,i1ri O'l.'i'.:' f.\·m ml //u11ls ., ;,,!, I, t, ./.di 11 ,,11/ ,,( ).• = rfLfi"JP": 

? i'll'.:-'il foll. D'l/10: Pd, r lfsf,,r,s Ot:ll/ n~·, i'll/-,J O'Jir.~, = G and S). L h = 6 )!/ rn/r ; ,rll, /rn'l,I, 
, , . • P'1'S' , • [ in]1J (n·s/111· ·;cit!, .\)11,ml ,~J;· "'1)"'>" ;r,•.:). ~ Ci t.,11/J /!,, 1,,1do1~:.,' tL.h ,1,,.,u N..: 1 / 1 on,1.,,

0
) 

i -i )l! nll)/nilO • from liumhling him,df' = (i ( /I I 11d,m!d 't,r hi, 11~1int,, :ind )•II c!.111, 1 a, "1'"''"~'1' «U< 

acJ>,r,wr avrov): S I f,om l11s po\·~rty · j j ., e:i ,tm m "'1 '1 ,-irp,~ roL• µct18'>'J at Tov = \"'\:l":!' p,';, n·n (so rti.id u {1/1 

.I.rh) : 3ll i,:i:;1 :i•n• .••• = 'maktth his nwar,I li.1l,lc' (' mortga~t·Lh ,t ') but tlte t\fra 1011 ,.. n 1tr,111g, ,,, 

.S 'There is whose \\Calth doc, not folio\\ him' •JU$ p,· • \n•I l I Ct <fooi"'I'"',. r•w ayaP.,. ,. •• = ~ i.:::< 
(•r,::i1u1.:i) "'"'i!!h,red,.f.cln·,:.'wu11rl:i',n,•c,,•;,t:= \\ha,,ortofda)'(,,, '\\hatua) :'howmuchda\')• ,J."111 
pass?'=6 Tit .:aipor 1rai"Antr<Tm: .\/1,ui 9~n L, . .,,~ ~·=-: / ·~ ;,~n 1'il\ ;,c : I', , nn 7'1',' :ic ~•what ti timt· 
limit shall be': if. .S • what his end ,hall be' " 1 \11 11' ::, · 1!i > " "S UT>/~• = n~~ (so ,tad "uh L ., 
P ,t,rs): J!! ,'ll,gibl.- "•l!:i ""' o,.tA .. "' '"''.? = m:in 1J1 ( ttllt1. L,'1) \, 11d 1r111:i 1:i, = u, I I 11 '·1 

gefallen: Pda 1)ilnil 1:!l : s ·.111,J thl•rcon prop th),tlf' 'I q fi ,,.,,>.n,w8~ .. = lll u: ·]•n:, = s IR ,,, 1 r,g 
jl~ ')J.'::lJ i'ltJM ,~ = l!i $ (l!i 'h ,,lj_ ,I'\!!?: I: /, ., S,i: ·~:·;:J \111, 11,/ 'JJ1 ·;:,-:, J!! I._; .. "· \ \".j c. , r, '':' 

,wp•<;>) = [ ,,; ] j't:~;i : :?c 'wail for' (,::ic) = ? in:;; = look dilii:en1ly (for1 t t S, J!l S. e:; ''I' r.u"'t' ""' 
( = 1,,,~:, /ur ,,,~,) u u J!l n::ii = 'a ,1ra,0htforn au.I 1li.n,r ', i.e . ',omethin~ plain .11'1 , .1 ly compa,;sed '. 
l!:i •••·,Pou= S • ' So 5 .$ = ;, ,,~•y;,, (Jll ,1/S. d/«hl'() 

an ine\'itable doom he is plunged into folly and darkness which han, bC'en crc:ilccl for J, tr by 1,?d (prc~estmated 
for him). 

evil a bideth w ith them. Or' w.ixeth old with limn· ,ii): i.e. it bl'comes in,eterale. 
17. T he gift of Jahveh abideth. . . i.e. the gno<l f,,rtunc 1l1.1l l,od bestows ul"'n the righteous lasts -1t is not 

l ransient like that of lhe wicked. 
His good pleasure. Jahvch's goo,faill ah,a1s 1tmkcs itstlf folt, nnd is seen in t.1ngiblc c1•1denccs of 11. 

[Schlatter regards,,. 17 as part of the s:lo,s, which includes.,. 15 17 acc,,rdmg to l11m.] According to ::.mend the 
d i, inc gift tO the pious Con,ish lO tht• trlUOJphanl ,indic;ition \\hich tht·~ t·nJO)' ,lt the latter rut of their IJ\'C•S 

<"I·. 18· 22, The subject of these ,erst•s is the old one of the pruspcnt)' of the wick« aml the reward of the 
righteous (cp. e.g. Ps. lxxiii1. llcrc v.,. 18 19 arc con«·mccl "ith th<: n<I, fool, to which,.,,. :o :1 form an ,1nrnhcs1s, 
ha,•mg for their subjec1 the pc,or righteous 111:in: ~·- :2 sums up 111 fa1·ollr of the righteous. Kie he, car<foll)· .miassed 
dude their posscssm when he proposes lo cnJO)' them; while pi<t)' le:ids 10 a good end of hfe. 

18. from self-denial. Lit. 'from aulict1ng himst·lf', ii mtcrprets "ell 'by In, wannc,s ,m<l pinching'. 
his allotted reward. Th, s.1me person is, of cours,·, rcfcm·<l to ,1s m chu,e ,, (for nadmg SC< ni1ic.1l note). 

19. What time he saith ... Cp. the p.ir.,l,le of lht· rich fool (Luk, x,i. 161. also l's, xii><. 10 (11) for the la<t 
line. The sentiment i, common al;o in the 1,abbinic lit,raturc: cp. c: g. {?• ltdtlk m66, ion 1 .. J): 'In this world 
one man btulds a house and another inh.1bi1s it; one plants a garden .. ml another cats the fruit thereof' (CJI<.'<! 
by Edershenn ). 

zo. M y son. The form of addrcs marked by tlw c~pressinn • my son' introduces a new clinsion, or ., new 
paragraph. . . . 

be steadfast in thy task. i.e. in thy allotttrl task 1;;,1:-J: cp. for this use of ;m, 1-xod. ,. 14), whirh m 
the case of the righteous 1s the fulfilling and c.nrying out of l,od's command~. (6 1tnders: 'He stcadfa,t m thy 
covenant with God.') 

in t hy work : of leading a God-fcasin~ lifr 
21. M arvel not. i.e. at the succes. ot his II nrk, so as 10 rm)·: cp. 1'10,. ,i1. 31 (' I n,y tbou not the man of 

violence '). . . . .. 
T rust in Jabvel1 and wait for His light. l p. J; h,. \It' 11 c "·"' f,,1 the hi;ht ) : J n. x111. 16: .I ob 111. 9 ,\: 

'Lighl' is a common metaphor for dh·ine deliverance (so here). 
to make a poor mall nch, \$ Ldcr,hcim r~111.1rk,: · 1he mor;il ,,r tl,i, ,c,,,. can ,c~1rclr !Jc con,i.lcrcd 

elevated.' 
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SIRACI I 11. 22-28 

22 " The blessing of God is "the portion• of t he righteous, 
f. \nd at the right timer• his hope shall flourish •. 

z3 Say not: 6
' What is (yet) my desire•? 

• And what henceforth is left unto me h? • 
24 Say not: •' I ha\·e enough•, 

d And what mischief can befall med'' 
z5 •A day's happincs, maketh misfortune to be forgotten•, 

'Ancl a day's misfortune maketh happiness to be forgottenr. 
26 g For it is easy in Jahveh's sight 

At the end to requite a man according to his deeds'. 
27 h t\n evil tune cau~eth forgetfulness of delightisb, 

1 And the last end of a man will tell of h im 1• 
z8 'Pronounce no man happy before his death ; 

kFor by his latter cndk a man shall be knownl. 

"1'''· z~-!6 ,milftd 111:: ,-, ll! >-,,: 6 ,v p.•rr8<:> (= >1i:;i i.r. :i nw1/itu; so Smmd nnds) J-l''l!! nl):11 : 

6 .... '" "'IX/ TaX"'II ( Snh > ra\<V!/) : ;!, = ll! ·-· ill n"!!ln 1nij:>n : G t11•a8an« n•Xoytu• atll'OU (? • uXoyutv corrupt 
f,r n·oom = JL processus i1:111s fructificlt) n-a 6 «r ,unv pou XfJ<KI: lll '~!)n •n•b,y •:i , • , , , Rtad w1'lh Pdtrs 

•,;:n ~~ = 15 · J!l m111s lo m1bad_r w, rxpla11alo1y 11ddilio11 (rl ma/its /ht lint too /011g: Smmd's rtslorolio11 is hardly 
lfchr ;, ) b-b ll! •> :Ill/' 11n)I ;1!Jl (cnrrtcl ;in31 la ilnl,IO w1'lh e:i): eli <m """ ar.o rou vuv curm pou ra aya8a = 1101 

? •:, :I':" 11n310 (J.r·,) c-e 6 aun,p•q po, ,ur,v = m:h "1 (so uad wilh P tlcrs) d-d i!! difrd. ' 'll ,,,, . , , •• , , 

Pd1r.r,. /or,.s 1111n11,o u.:nrt!J jiON i101: Smuul C'JN ;p~ : & ,uu T, arro 1"0V VVJ.! ,:axc.,89aoµat ; (arro Tov w..,? from ::? 3 b) 
O-< So J!! . 6 ... q11<p(! ayallwv aµvqum <OKWV r-f So w. : 6 ... (V ?l''W KQKWV OU µvqu8quna, oyallwv [i!! + n•,nNl 
r,l/ ;,•;in 01N = z 7 b 111 ;; (st, unit bdqw): L 27 ,i, /ht form pns,rv,d zi, S sums to hm•t bu11 introduced as 

a doub!d 1i1 ~ ull(f lo /mu 1hplacrd t. z6; wkm lht's ouurred ils first slichos was omilled ouni1g lo ,'ls similarity 
,1•1//, 2,; b. .Su /u1/htr Pdrrs ad 111<".] g-g St> 6 (omilltd in lll): P dtrs rts/or,s: 

;'11,1' ')'llJ lu) ,:, 

: 1'"1J1.:l 01N' :J':.l'il> n•,MN:I 

P,t.rs j,l,111sib(y ,xplu1i1s flu 0111issi'o11 <>.f 1•v. 22-26 i11 S as du, lo I/rt s1i11ilarity <>.f 2 1 b, e ,md 26 (ho111oioltlmto11). 
b-h S11 )!I : 6 n,.,.m wpar (ll.! 11!1"1 n31) c,r,Xqu1••wqv """' ,putf,qr: ~ 'The c1·il of a day causeth forge1fuhiess 
of good' (c1ss1i11ilat.-d It> 25 b) i-i So )ll 1•>111')' 011< 9101 : 6 (f.-u(J') ,a, <V ouvT<~«g a,llp•mou mro,aXu,j,« ,pyw~ 

m.,.o,· : S rxad()I = 1•>11 ;,•;in 01N M'"1nNI (do11/;ltl 1i1 )!l added al md <>.f 'II. 25): lur, n•nn is a corruplt'on ef 
n'M, all(I !his ,1111/ n•,n1<1 an ,·ada11ts n11 9101 a11d 1'l' H So 6: = J!l' : ll! ' = $. Tht doubltl (JI!') and 
th, original lt.>:I (ill') atpear i11 ll! side by .rfrk, thus: 

1;i,:.:·11n , ~ 01N "1PM o,~:i } 
1 

_ 

o,i-: ,t!llt(' w;ni-:J •:i lll - 15 

,:u ,::i~n >N mo ,,~, } , 
0,~ ,:ii• m•,n1<:i •::i lll = 6 

Saad,ya (as a'lcd ,i, Cowl,y, iv, p. xxi) quoit's Jll ' wilh slight varia11ls (omill111g "1Jl al md <>.f biu 1, a11d rtad1i1g 
,::iin• /or "1Jl' in linr 2) k-k lll m•,n:u •:i n hic/1 6, 111isu11d,rsl,wd11~ff, rmders ,a, •~ nKVO« avr~• : /or n'•i'IN 

zz. The blessing o( God ... flourish. Cp. Prov. x. 22 . 
. 23-28 : God's retribution smooths away all i11equali1ies at the last. 

23 .... What is (yet) my desire P i.e. what is there left for me 10 desire? ( = 23 6). 
:;. A day's happiness ... a day's misfortune... Developing the idea of 24 b. 'Past sufferings will be forgotten 

by the ril(hteous when prosperity cometh, and the opposite will be the case with the wicked' (Edersheim). For 
'a day's happiness' cp. lli,-. 14 (' a good day'), For the ~eneral sentiment cp. xviii. 24 f. 

26. it is easy.. . It is easy for God, because the rembution that comes at !he last is final and complete. 
z7. the last end of a man will tell of him. The Inst circums1ances of a man's life "ill reveal whether he has 

lived his life on the whole well or badly. This appears to be one of the main convictions of Ben-Si!'a. 
2S. Pronounce ao man happy before his death. Cp. l'in;e Ab1Jth ii. 5 (ed. Taylor); 'Trust nol in thyself until 

lhe day of thy death ' (a saying of Hillel). 
by his latter end a man shall be known. 6 bas • in his children (by his posterity) a man shall be known'. 

The idea iniroducerl b)• 6's interpretation is not present in the original fonn of the 1•erse. II is, how1:ver, one ?f 
the de,clopmcnts natural to spc·culation on the subject. lt implies that the misdeeds of a man will mvolve his 
children m punishnient, and that, if he dies unpunished, retribution will _Yet a55<:rt itself in their punis.hmen.t. lt 
was :-i coinmon nouon :imong the Jews that the sins of parents resulted m ph)•S1cal or moral defects tn children 
(cp. John i:<. 2). It is noticeable that the idea of a fu1ure life is entirely absent from the passage. 
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SIRACII 11. 29, .30 

(d) XI. 29-.H· llt·;.•nrc of i11t,·r.·,,11rsr ;,•ith strm1gt'rs ,1111/ /,a,/ {/1,1r,1,t, n 
29 1 Not every one is lo be broughl into '"the house"'· • 

n And how many are the wounds of a slanderer n ! 
3° "As a decoy partridge in .t ugc". so is the heart of the insoknt (,i11ncr1, 

And as a spy that sccth t·thc nakedncs.~1·1. 

=' po,1cri1_1,' </'. I',. c'.iii. (dx ) t .l, xxn1i. (Hx, 111.) Ji ; Jer. u"i". \Xxxi.) 1 i. I 1;;. iy-:o. n 
han rt 1111111/,0 o/ ,1dd11to11<1/ /111u ,1pf,md,d lo lhfll, m Jll. ;,.J,. fl, , a ft.ir 111 thef. llrrdlillg /vim: 

n·: ,it K•:i:,S t:~it l.,J N; = 211a 

~:ir , ·v~o ,:i, ;,-:1 .;:,1 b 

'JI!) 1o:,~ J 1)J::, = ~<JC l 
[:i,;,~ 01K)C c,•n:i ;::: - ~·," 

i"INJ :i, .:1,:i:i Mio: 9,i,:, - \O.l 
: :ro, :i,1o: JKIJ = Joi, 

l..~1.:J 'J;:.!'l!:; ,~,, ~,J = JOC 

n·::i (I. ,.::, 1>:J) l.,JNJ K1, :i;,:,:, = ~od 
11'>1:I l..:, ;:, c~in, = Joe 

: ( .. · .. .. ,:i:-} :i,, c·;";:1 NJ - .1or c·~, n•:il;, .:i,,:, ,::i,,.i :i,,N = 30g 

: m,31 i"IN,• ,i,~J1 - ,JOh 

cn~t,on from 
J ~r , i; 

II ' 

;,'"'' 29 c, d is 
I 
t1 ";'!'';,,, f om Jcr. " · ~ i ( S li >) 29 ~- h, 30 ~, ,111,/ JO h = e:; z, 2<J-.lO ,111,J tr/ .,,mt /ht 

".n"""'1'·'lo/ J!l. 77/(s,· hws <11e "lse 111/0/rrl m S. E, 1d, s ."', 1,frum's 3oc-r.(Jon,Lw!:,= 30 a b 
1116 - lh11sp1d,rt, Jiu twogc1111111t ,1a11us c011J1r.ulndr). /11 /~111,r'•~IJ 3oa-}i ,,wi I, //w, ,,uddtl: 

',\s an impnsoned b1nl in a cage (,o) i, a prou l rnJn's hurt•(= 10 a). 
•Asa wolf 1hat liclh in wait to lcar' ( = .lo h), ' 
' H ow man) arc the iniqu,tic, of the 1,ill.1,;n ! • ( = 30 c). 
· Like a clog that tnl~rclh CH'r}' hou,c ( = 30 ti) 

and stcalc1h (so) 1~ c,w} pilh!::Cr' (=,lo c). 
' I Jc comelh and makcth ,1rirc in .111 .. . ... • ( = .30 r). 
'The ~1a!'dcre1 lielh in "ail like a ht',lr at the hou~c ol lht' ,coffers ( = 10 g) 

and hke a spy tlut st·<th lhc nakcdnc,, ( = 30 h). 

A o'llltim </ ti,,· pass11g( also lhrr11J 111 T B. 1 , ,, 6,J b, .\aJ1h. 100 ti. 

1n·:i 1in:- o·::i, 31;0J 
1n·:i (1in:i) i,:,:in :,;::, i.:,, 1 = 2'l a. 

(,·. I. ,:i,,) ,::i, •i~;:i ,,., c•:i, = ,9 b. 

(v. l. ill':lll} ;1,11 1;:1:, o·>nt.:ii"" .10 h i c. ;io 11 i11 fi), 
: n:-ni , 1~·:io 11,•J:i = J~ a. 

Tht or,g/11 o/ llu ndtliiitmlll datl!t .\ ,.,, ~ llltl)' /, (.\/ ll11/1ol 11. fi,/1, 1r: f llJ l, t1 I, ,J 1/,1/u,11 /r 1// J, . \ J JO l, 
is a gloss t!culapmg 30 a; 30 c ,:, <1 doub/d if Z() b, ,ml 30 •I (, '" '" o~r,, of 30 e) / 30 .1 JC e ~-.,: t.;: •::i) 
t111d 30 f ~ doubld o/ 31 b; a'('/ 30 i; ;"' uj,,111, ,·,,,, . .:f 30 h ( = 30 h III G) '" "' .\, )! . e:; .S lh): ~ JI 
,:::2,, ('.ll)'S~ lJ1 no, (111 0.//. :!l1 = lr.1lhtkl'f ~,y: = ~1au k1c1 1 (i J'ft,,\A,, ;,1,, T• fJ ,. I '" C'lu,\4111 l :-t"' i,,1-

,BoAol.·) = .s : lu11,·( 11, lcr.l J"t,t,I· t.:i,; JiN: J i :i-:, u ·w. ~,~:i:l rr-s ;'~j.·: G i<f,,,.~ 1'11,it•r,, .. (/,,,! ;o ~,,,ut1Ah 

= l!.) , v •aprn).X'I' = ll~:i:i nn~ Kl1? l ·" ;;) · Pilers- so"''"'· 1-p ~ inv = 'nJkednc,.,;' ( /· (,t'n. xli1 ?· 12): 

(dJ XI. 29'"34· 
z9. Not every one is to be brought into the houl>c. 'fhc c,tation in tin Talmud (,re rr,t,cal noll•) run,: 'K,..-p 

""ay many from the n>iclst of thy hnu,l', and hrini; not C\'ery 111,111 nHo lh1· hou>1• · T" he· uroui;ht 11110 the I.nu,,·· -
to be placed on terms or 1nt1111atc l'rien,bhip; to lu· nuu,· ., · hmL>l'·fricnd ', 

30. A s a decoy partridge in a cage. I.It. · .l~ ., p.u truf).;c 1mpri~nl·<l m n c.,i,:c: · I se:c t rtta al note fi1r tcx! . T .. c 
simile is dra\\n from the custom of cm1>l,1y1n~ a bird in a r~i:e, prornktl wnh food, n. " tl~CO)', the cai;t• be,n • s,, 
arranged that other birds can cnt<'r, but. hanng once c·nh:n·d, c.mnot ;.:ct ont ,l~.1111: ct. J1.:r. \', :j. ' .\:. ,l deco,· ( ., ... el 
is full or birds, so are their hou,cs full of dccc1t.' 1'111, H·r,c fr11111 Jem11i,1h h.is bccn inserted m the 1t-i.1 d It 
(a.t end of"-'· 29) to illu~trat<:: our pas'.)a~c tu:rc. \\hich, indeed, is h.1scJ uplm u. The pomt of the c.:ompan:.:0:1 , .. 
the apparent hannle,sness of the lure "hich is so dangerous. 

the insolent (sinner). Lit. · the proud man': · proud i ofu·n 11::. wicked, j•bt as • tncc.:k' often - ph1u"" in u. 'l. 
T he hean of a sinner b as dangerous to know as a dct:o}' hinl 1s to oth_cr birds th.it c.:omc to 1t. 

a11 a spy t hat seelb the nak~dnc,ss, The phr,,,c 1s to be c~pln1netl by lite lull phr.1sc ' ,pa. to 1cc the 
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SJRACII 11. 31- 12. 3 

l!" 3 r q The backbiter turneth q good into evil, 
A nd in thy loveliest qualities he putteth •a stain•. 

32 •From a spark cometh much coal•, 
'And a villain lieth in wait for blood 1• 

33 Shrink from an evil man, for he begetteth evil­
\ Vhy •shouldst thou incur" a last ing blemish? 

34 • Let a stranger dwell with thee and he will estrange thy way of life, 
And alienate thee from thine own house•. 

(c) XII. 1-j. Agninst illdiscri111i11atc bmn•olr11cc (= 3 + 3 + I dist ichs). 

12 t "'If thou do an act of kindness, know to whom thou doest it"', 
"That thou mayst ha\'e hope of thy kindness". 

z Do acts of kindncss to the righteous and fin d recompense ; 
If not from him. 1 from Jahvch". 

3 ':--o (return of) kinc.lness (cometh) to him that gi\'eth satisfaction to the ungodly~, 
''\or hath he done any act of benevolence• 

([i i'11hrfrehi1;;) rrrw<T,v = .S : ];,/mud 0/11/t;,11 co11fir111s )!l q •1 )I.? jl"!l 1::-,, = IL com-crtit insidiator; ~ 1 .. rn­

arp•'/>W• mapn,u (.S > j.l'i l ) r- r St, (lj l'"'P••· = ' ·~1'1 (Ll.•i) ~r 0 11': J!! i~ip : $ • ~tumhling-block' ( = ? C;i'l" ) 
,. • , , J!.? nl.ro i1Ji' j"l';);,;i (011r1ul lo n:r,n} (r U.":'t) o-rtu,6,,µa, ffl'P"~ (2:48 µorp11,) r:A,,t3ivtJ,1"(.,.lll nti8pwuu: .s ¥ From 
a little tow (' tow · = ? r,ii ·,) a lire is kindlc<l' H Sn J!.! = e:; : .S (;n,/y) • So the man that b a sinner 
~heddetb 1,loo<l like water' u-n s·o J!l. N~'n [.m, 11.'i = ,, ~::" or,, jT1' 1-.- )ll ltas lwofarms oj' Jl,is 
,'.: Jiu ft, st, ul,,,-1, .J'ollrrws v. 33, rum: 

,::i.,, "1:>:1•1 v::·,, p::i,n I(~ 

: 1•n·,::io 1J!l,i •, 

,: t. 'Clinl!' not to :i. godless man lest he 01·crturn th)' wa)' and turn thee from thy col'enants (so S): a srctmd 
/01mf•llt11i'r .xii. r, e,,u/ r11111: 

,-,i:no::i ,.,,i,1 ,.,.,, i •m 1•,t p1::io 

, ,. • from a corrupl (?) neighbour (be) thy way "arncd, for he will estrani:;e thee 10 them that are dear to thee•. 
Pr, Ii. lk ll·brtw orig11MI o/ (i 1111d,,l,~·s lluS; iJ'.i l,ar f1'0Uct0'01,1 ~XuTp&.O)t, ca, ~UJfJTpt,/,t& O'( O' Tapaxa,r llfm Off'O~~o· 

,.p,wo•, CH TWV c1'cwv crew. Curra/ J!ll (z.t ilh \·111, 11d); 

T.::n, ,·r, ,r p~·., 
: 1n•:i·~ 1i::il 11 

n,,:, l,xl pr•b. 1111d, ,-/i,s 11:i (s,, S11w1d). 1il':l!) lta.r tu11 ·~rrupled ,i,to TT1•i:it:1 ,,, J!l r : i•i ono:i i'11 J!.!' has prob. 
{()JI "' /rom , . .31 w-.... 'u' (CU, n, .ro,!}r ..,,.~e, Tltrl ff'Olflf = J't.,n '?J' 11, J~o,n CN (so read 1t•1/h Ptkrs. 
Smm./, 4 r.). J!.! :i•t,r, •o~ y•in ::llo cs = • If thou doest evil to the good, to "hom 11 ilt thou do good?· .S 'If 
1hou ,!.x·st gco l to thl• C\'il (= yi :i•un ON} thou doest nothing' ($ supports G, and tit, e:idma sh01.1•s !Ital 111 

~ ll',n J1:.J c~ l '1·ruji fi·r 1', J'!:ln D~) x-s .\o }U: 6 Km cunu xap,r Ton· cryaOou UOL' 'U ·hil.'h = (?) ,iJ'U ... ,,,\ 

1n::n:J~, \n<l thou ,halt ha,·c kindness for thy kindnc:,s' (so .S 11,r,rfmg 'not'): Smmd .•o u,,ds (n:mJ_for m;m 
"' J1l) } ,\ -' J!.! ~ [i m11,r1 t ,y,,rrnt·: $ • lrom lus Lord z-~ Jhmhn:.: tcri [!'~~? ;,Jit:i ;,s (J,U has n,,,,; ii·huh 
S,t,, /,fa t.,k s ,1 ,111 111fin. ifa 1· rb. mo=' to bestow' frp. nmo] · //,111 rt11d1r 'No good cometh of bestowing 
upon him tl,at i, wicked) $ 'There is no good to him that honoun:th ( = 1,:i~o,, ep. Pro,. iii. 9) the "ickctl ': 

nakcdnrs, of the land' (, p. Len. xtiJ. <,, 121. A base and unscrupulous person, if admiucd to intimaC)', \\ill use liis 
opportumues of intimate kno11 ledge mcrcl)' for m~licious purposes. 

31. Tbe backbiter. This word (lteb. jl""ll) othc,rwise ocCul's only in Proverbs (x,·i. 28, "' iii. 8, xx,i. zo, 22). 
3z. From a spark cometb mucb coal. The general sense is: Do not play with fire. 

lieth in wait for blood. Cp. Prov. ,. 11. 
33. Shrink. l!i 'uke lwcd of', 

an evtt man .. begetteU1 evil. Cp. Is. lix. 4. 
Incur , , blemish. Cp. xviii. 1 S, xx. 24, xxx 31, xii,•. 19, xl,ii. 20. 

fr\ Xll.1 7. 
X l I. L If thou do an act of kindness... Lit. • if thou do good ·. This forms n sort of text for what follo"·s. 
1. hope. ,c. of a return for thy benevolence. 
2. Do act" of kin!lrn:e to the rigbte<1us. . This fonns the tomplt:ment of 1•, 1. 
3 No 11-etum ofJ kindness \cometh/ to him ... benev olence. i.e. acts of bene,·olcnce to the unworthy and 
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SIR.\CH 12. 4 -10 

t5 (b) bWeapons of bread give him not h, 
ts (c) 0 Lcst he attack thee wilh lhcm•. 
t5 (d) 4 Twofold cvil 4 shalt thou obtain• 
ts (,) 1 For all the good thou shalt have brought him' 
to For God also hateth them that arc evil. 

• And to the ungodly lie rcpayeth venn-eancc". 
t7(4) Give to the good hand withholdh from th~ c,il · 
t5(,1) 1Refresh1 lthe humblcJ, and kgive not• 1to th~ arrogcint•. 

(/) X 11. 8-X IJ f. L Against trust i11 f alsr /rirnds ( = ::: + 3 + 3 + .l + 2 + .1 + 1 distich,) 

8 A friend mis not knownm in pro,perity 
And an cncm) 1s not hidden in advc:rs1tr. 

9 "In a man's pro~perity even an encm}' is fricndlyn, 
Hut in his adversil}' even a friend 0 holdcth .1loof•. 

10 Never trust ''an encm}·•·, 
~ For even as brru;s his wickedness rustdh ·•. 

Ci cw,c (d'T,v Cl'yaOo T':J t~f>.<~c(ovrc ,u «mm ( = J;:!;1 IJ'Jt;~ S lllOJ· = Yi:1 ,:rJ';~ · ? Rach r, /QR xi1 278) 

n.-,~ .,·,) J!! n:;·y N~ ili)1~ o;, = (i- (1,1li11~ JH ,,, 11 ,,1. "' ,,. I .d"itJ t-, 111111 ,o 11. , l1 I i11t.: • > l1t~1~\ h. < e ) 

$ 'And he 1ha1 doeih alms losclh 11 not' tt (:· .. ~ -,) : 11:, r•,r 11 ,ir,- out sf ,rd,r 111 e:; JI 11nd $ (lit )' o1rt 

1111111/, r(d "' ord1i1,: lo (i's 1trkM1111g) : :•. I = 7', ; (" ,/oublrl) 111,/ <lmrdd {,, d111m. • , sh,11,!J folftm ; 

/1,w th, hut 01dtr h 1110s/ 11Mrl)· prtitl !'rd 111 11'.i, ,111.J 1s ; h-e. (,, , ( - 11 :; a, 111 Jll :: f:," u 0•111/t,d 111 

.$ • llu ord,r q/ ll1t d,111srs 1s : ;; ,I, c. ; I • c. h, ; , .i n (b ,, J!! n $ •Idly 01111/ ~) 'li ., f/,ic s ,; a af!,r ; 
(shou·1i1i, Iha! /his u ,1s M 1.1:w,,I orda ,y 11:i), 1, 1• .\ ll.1 .~ :nn 1,11 en) •>~. e:; • Keep bac~ h ~ h. rad and i;i<c 

il not to him' (tµrroacuov TOlj a,)'"°Otf fU'TOl' ~ > ntY"r.11 ! !~X ..... h rm, ,;n, ,IA']~' (l\.'Tl'f (fi / k ·~= 1111 • M~:. "\\l(L 

hold") . S' 1he lnst1umcnls of thy w.,rfare (= ?1n•:n'" ·'~) thou sl·~lt nol gn·c 1nm' Lcr.~ ·;,~ ,s rmltrrJ l1 
,\,hrcht,r 'weapons of war'; ,p. judges\', i; \ . i!! ,.~~ I,,;:-,• CJ.,.,~ (,-.,;) =·::: : cf,.,, ,, x 1c; xi. 13, 

xii. l ;:. XXX. 1~: (i u·u P'1); (i u•,i J''1 .., tltruo '1t. Bl, ... 1L17Tftr.r? OJ, ·,, e!J ~ L,·st "i h tf,em he \\3' ,,ul1 tht.-e. 
0 l 6 !.nAauco yap •a•a = i!! i"'~'i c•,::· ':l. ' d .. uhk· portion of c,11'· ::, l':i +)ap\ O)!I:: +'in 1h~ ll'llC of 
(thy) need' (1.,l;' ni:J) : ""'1/ t,·1/h l!'i I S j!! _ 1!:'i (••< •• """iu" ,,..,..,.. - ,.~~ J;'Ji;): .S '>, • • '• l• (;: 
$ ' \nd upon 1hc nngodl) Ile bn11gc1h His re ril•ution.' b 1, )!.I J.'l'=l: ,r.; '"' """'~".17 (/u b) 1 1 JI ,·~-
i.r. i'i'Q, Iii(. o/ "Ii., to be cool 11:i " ·o,~uu• = $ i J J!! 1" = [; '""'""':' • ~ So Jl? l!'i • ~ \\ltH10! I •'-::) 
1-1 J!l 11? = I!:, uud" "' • \, JU ))11' io:? = .S lu )''""11'}"""' (K • ~Jro-1 lex: ,,,,.,...,.e,,,,,. , 2,;J i!. ll 
f/Jt Crdt/1(11 Jf l'tdlhJJg o/ (i /:f t1t!llflJ{)'1fTfTflt = ? Cj'~tl~ ( 1i:~:) h I S l!.! • {i ' j I\ a fl131l'i prospcrll \' h1S ercm:tS 
arc grie,·t·d I (01 ANry) = -S ( + )'"P) lJ· J!~ ,,,J ,r;- ~lfl\fJ>p:aOr,a,nu ---= $ \ l!. .ig:mu:-. cs = a,ayn,,;ipu,b,,,u,&11) 
P-1• \'q }I! .Si; l!:i:+.,.oo • 1 \,• )V N'>•' 1:,·11 r,;;•r;: •:, ~ (' l·or c,·cn .1~ hr~,s is he 1•,at pollutclh ~ s comraJ~') 
=Jll ~,·1/11 ,y,, for ,i;r, = (i '}0

, like :i tl·P br.t"-~ ru,., tJ1 ~o 1 )11 .. ,,·ic kcd11e .. .;' (ioLra, ul't'OIC" '1 -m>~1"d airou- • bu/;:. 

godless are not requited, anrl arc not to be rc,:arded ,,s re.ii ',rnevolcnce. l'p. :'ol1dnsh (!~Ir. , ,fb • ,. ( T.m It. 
T1i'n ~ 11, "here a proverb is auributcd to Bcn-:>1r.1: ' Do n•>t gcod to the e\ll rnd e• ii shall m • befall tht,:' 
(f>o/1.-n1/it,,1adds: tandltthoudne!)t;.;ou1ltuthcc~1ith11 h1 .. tl•,nt.:.1\II. lh,~, en,, ,n, 1'h I lt:lh, ,Jt.;11,J h 
;;'worked out in our pass.~,:,•, ,·iz. that doing good to the C\'il will prn<lu.:c pnsitivcly c\'II result, to the <'ocr (cp. ;~,. s d, ~ 
below). Q:; has cn11rcl)' m1sundcrsiood 1lw ,cr<c. 

S Twofold evil. The Hebrew cwa·s-ion here :::·,.:· •;;J lit.• a dou'>le portion {of ~,·,1 'J: ii recurs x,·iii. 32 
(J!I), ,d,iii. 1: (Jl.1); cp. in l.libhcal Hebrc,, 2 h.111.;s ii. 9, Zech. xii. 8 

6. For God also hatcth them thal arc evil. lu,mrrn;: il,c .,J," ,. I.'" 11 11 the I rcdou, '""' \\ ,lh the \\holu 
conlrast Hom. xii. 19 21. . • • • . 

7 I.!), Give to the good and withhold from the ev,1. l p. I./,. /, ,~, f:,u;,, t '),.: ',11,.,. i: ""' to un11c1<·n '"~ 
persons it (alms] is not a meritorious act rer"i,·ing re" ard.' 

(/J XII. 8-:\111. 1. • 
8. A friend is not k.J1own in prosperity.. Tiu:. C"pt:nin~ H·1,.,• prrn ulc!'> d.c trxt ti,r ,,h.1t 1Clllo"i 4\ tr.:c 

friend is difticult to cktcrnune. T\\('I I I 1·hrew word-. ,.-c U'$t'11 tur • 11 h.:11U an \\ h~H lollo~~. \ 11 • .:i~'~. lit. •, nc ,-. lie 

loves', i.e. lhe true friend, and I.I'., - a friendly ncquaint,1.nce. . 
9. In a man's prosperity . . . l p. !',.,,·, ,1, · \\ th :idJc1h nuny friend I)· 1t~qu.unt,1n.-c1. but in the ,A••' 

of a poor man his friend S<'parateth himself' ; nlso <'. 7 . . • , 
Jo. For even as brass his wickedness rusteth. Ju:t as tlw mc.t.,l 1s l'\Cr h:1Lh.: to nht, ttu the \\Jl..,;cdncij ol thi: 

enemy is ever actil'c and assuming new form~. ror the hi;urc er, xux. 10 and J as. ,· 3• 
J,j\) 



S IRAC H 12. 11 - 15 

J!IA 1 1 Yea', when he is obsequious' 'and walketh humbly•, 
'Take care' •to have a fear of him O : 

Re to him •as one that brightenelh a mirror'"" 
• And so (thou shalt) know how to be rid of rust•. 

12 Let him not stand beside thee 
Lest he thn,st thee aside and stand in thy place: 

Set him nol at thy right hand 
L e~t he seek thy seat-

1 1\nd too late thou shalt comprehend' my words, 
And sigh o'er my pica•! 

1;i , vho• pilieth• hthc charmer that is stung", 
Or any one that cometh nigh •a ravening beast•? 

14 d5o is he that associatcth with an impious mand, 
',\nd pollutcth himself with his iniquities•·1• 

1 ~ 111, So long as thou stand est he doth not re\·eal himself\ 
Rut if ithou fall1 'he no longer restraineth himscifJs. 

> '"'""and= l!!: o,..-w, du,· to ,1 1a•1su). r-r Jll l> 11~::,• ON (== Jll;:i;;>'. , • is obedient, compliant"): l!li (jia/y) 
rn• T«r.<m.,8r1 ••JI! nnJJ 1:-n•1: tr , m ,ropt•"I"" ov1••nv</>•>< (' and go crouching' R.\'.) == $ (which adds l 'l::I;.: 
·'" P,krs) l-t 311 l J~ 1n = 6 ""'"'luov niv ,j,v~q• aov u-u So 311 : ;', = 11:i <a, q,JAafo, a,r 01.,-ov ,-v 6 • as one 
that hath w,µed a mirror ' (w, "l''l'"X"'' ,uo=po•), ,p. Syro-Hex • as a wiped off mirror: pq111fli1g lo a read111.![ 
•i,i,: JI! i, n\.i-:-~, 'a, one that n·waleth a secret = ;, ("~~ ;,,.,., '"q}' = 'brighten ': S1/lu11/ m111par.-s ,lrat. •>i = 
· to polish brigfa ',,ya s.n>rd. s,1,·,r <\·,..) " J1I + 1n•nt:i,1> N'>'O' N)I, • and he hhall not find opportunity Lo 
harm thee' (vr ? 'Lo rust thee' -A,0111. s,11sc): so S but 6 > (prob. a gloss) ~-x ill 'And know thou the end 
of jealousy' (nN:;, n•··.nN )111) = S: bul 6 (••• "l""'"'I on ot< (b1</ S}ro-llcx j,iob. ng/Jf{I' > ov•] «r «Xo, •a .. wuo,) 
SU[;g,.rf• ,1N~nf,r mop: so rrad trill, Smmd y-r jl! i•\:ln ,mi-:,,: 6 <Ot <tr •uxar'I' ~"'"''''"'II = ;', . 106 
n·1,~um t</' xxxi. Lxxx,v.J 12) ,-. J1I mNnn •nniN:>1, hi. ·.\nd sigh at my sighing': 6 "'" "" rwv P'/l'arwv pov 

.,.,a•v-,qu!I (· and ue pricked with Ill) saJings '. RX.)', ;', 'And wonder at mJ sayings'(? rrad1i1g nonn): 'at my 
sayings' (5 S) suggrst,d by• mJ \\Ords' if prrud1i1g lim. a-• R ,adi11,: jln' w1f/1 6 ;', : J!! jil1' l>-h So !I! = 
6 mao,&v oq,~11.rov (eii = !b) <-c ill ;ci n•n (so xxxix. 30) Iii. ' beast of tooth ' : 1!ii 8qpt0"' d-d JI! 
p, 1 11. t:i•N) nt:iN ~N ,:nn p : 6 ""'"" ro• 1rpour.op, vo"'"°" a•~P' •f'aprwA'f (l!. 'I"' c111111latur) ~-• J11 1•m111:i \.,mo1: 
6 ... ow<fnp<>,..,.uv cv ra,r •l'•f>T'"" ,11,ro, : ;i, > f J!! + t:iN 1::1 ,31::in "Tl/ ,:i11• N\ 'he will not C'ease until a fire be 
kindled in him'= xx iii. 16 f ( == 6 23 u) ov l'q ,ravu'J(l'w ,.,, a• ,uautTIJ rrvp (so ;', h,rr) : tl1t 111srrfio11 o/ this douse i11 
Jll a11d S is du, lo /alu ,·,,1di11g p11 Tlt.:IN 1i1 1 1 a : 1i1 S ii 1111.r lakw !ht f>lau if It b g-g J!l has 4 slichoi: 

ll'!ll' N> icy ny , y (c) ,, n,m, i<> 1t>l1 Nl:I' ;ciN:i (a) 
: ,:i,:in• 1h (1. o,.,n) 010, ex, (d) : ,,,~n> ,,!l, N> \.u:m CNI (b) 

(a) ' \\'hen he cometh with thee, he doth not betray (!,/. reveal) himself. 
(1,) And ,r thou fall he doth not fall to help thee; 
(c) So long as thou Mandest he doth not show himself (as he is), 
(d) But if thou stumble he doth not restrain him,clf.' 

:: = (mar(;·) (:i) ,11ul (b); (i = (11,nr/1) (c) and (cl): prob. (a) flJl(f (b) an do11/,lt!s (u·1lh 1111 np/1111,1/01:1 fo11lt1u;i') 
•:f'(c) 11ml (tl1-1> ,fon• (.1) d .. ublt! •>/ 31•::11• (c) am! >i!ln ef t.llOl (t.llt)n) ,i, (d), ,l'l111, , , ,~n> (? /. :,:ir) ) l!l' (b) is 
a d-·ubt.t ,.f l..::t.::n• (d). Smwd t/1111//s ~ at tlu md if (b) alksts the r .. ul1i1g :,:,\,:,n• N> (;, rmrl.r n:,•n mN N~O x:i) 
,md co11dud,s that /It, /r,111slafor of;, had 1/u -1 stidu11· {..fort him wh1i·h /u reductd In 2, p,ully co11ji,1111i11g lo G. 
6(= (c) (ti) of Jll}, tnr,11/< //,, orit;1i1al text, b-hJ.l! Jl'>ll' :b i cy 11)11)1: 11:i wpa,, wm u9v ~mi;, v•1 (= ~ill 

11. Yea, when be is obsequious (t1r compliant) . . . Cp. Prov. xxvi. 2.: f. (' he that hateth d1s,cmblcth with his 
lips', &c.). When a. friend is especially compliant and humble be on your guard! 

Be to him as ooe t hat brighteneth (lit. pohsheth) e. mirror .. . rid of rust. The danger of rust can be 
:noidtd m the c.,,e of the metal mirror by regular polishing; so one can avoid the dangers arising from an enemy's 
mahtc by ton,tant watchfulness (being on one's guard against, and not confiding in such). For the text sec 
crnical note. For the figure of the mirror cp. Jas. i. 23. 

13 .,:; (and xiii. 1) depict the consequences that follo,v neglect of the warning given in the previous part of the 
secuon. 

1+ So is he that associateth with an impious man. i. e. a man who runs risks by associating on terms of 
fri~ndship "ith sinners (impious) is equally undeserving of pit)• when dire consequences ensue, as 1he cases referred 
to 1n the previous vcr~~. 

polluteth himself . . . The sinner is unclean and defiles all who come near him (Smend). 
J 5. So long as thou standest . . res l rainelh himself. i.e. so long as one sustains one's position the false fritnd 
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SIRACH 12. 16- 13. 2 

J/· 16 • With _his )ips •an ad\·crsarr spcaketh swectlylm, 
But in his heart he deviscth "deep pitfallsu. 

•Yea•, though an enemy P,, ccp with his eycsr, 
1 Whenq he lindeth opportunity he will not be satiated with blood 

J 7 I f misfortune have befalkn thee 'he is at ham. r: 
• A s though ready to help he ~eizeth the hed• 

18 He s haketh 1 the head' "and waveth the h:md", 
• And ,, ith much ,, hispcring' "changcth" his countrnance. 

13 1 \Vhoso touchct h pitch, •it clcaveth to his hand•, 
And he that associatcth ,~ith ;1 scorner 1will learn his way1. 

(1;') XIII.! •.l ,lgr1i11s/ d,11~i:.-ro11s and 11110;11,i/ ,1s.wo111!0J1 (01 ,,11/1 th,· nd,, (/11 :n//11ukrs 

( = z + I + z + 2 +::+I +:: + J + 1 distichs). 

(r1) 1·,•. 2 s. 
2 • \\'hat is too heavy for thee •uo not lift•, 

h And with one that j5 richer than thysc]fb •associate not 

101'11'3.tM]:); l,o·( 1i:-v 111~~·/1//,, ,, JIJll!d11!,d,,·~l,'U'l11th:1,11/.//., a ·111.1111 ,, --=~·. /~,, .. /J ' 11,lfr, I "'' 

h11,·t bw1, p,rhaps, f V'!:\' ~b] 1ir.y n)I = wh~t llme thou ,tandcst.' & S11. "'' lf1d i:•:::1• 1<~ ii:rn nl/ ~~ • 
~~~r N' ,s ,111111/ol /1)' G, /,11/ 1/s 111 ,,:.,"t1lf1l1h , !i,11,,,-,11,t, t,l l•· //Ji ,/liul,lf, 0~:rr :,c:~. 1 1 It' r · ,, .... ::,·:;, = ~ ll! -;.;h;;J 

i-, Jll !:>,,:on' N) : 1!'i ou 1'? •01.r•r•?".? k 1."i ;,r '"' (/,11/ 2:;4 &c s, ro-llex 1L > :1·11/i Jl) .$). l , NnJin,: 
i'i v•n1.:1• = G (so Ptl,rs): ;s 'an ~nemy gin·th a ,i;:11 1m,) Jll ;,,:;io:n• (. du, to ,1111111 ,1 11 , ,1, n,, , , l,. 
TIJ B•·b + •a, ,roAAa 't"6ljJLUtl •m 'P" 110, .a>.u X,y... ,, ' J!l nl')\":l/ nr,·;;n (,/' I', ol. I I J. (i (/rtt 11) •r-

thrnw thee into a pit' (ava,,,p,fm en"' #<,81xw): $ • lcrp Ju,c,· ' o · Jll Oll = S I!, > r -r 1l) ;·•::,• ":•i::: 
(fh/. 110/ n/lrst,tl tit ,my ,,/h,r /""'''· ) =$('cause 1, 1r, to ,s~u,• from their <)'CS ) €i 'n•p,au • 1 e:; /' .... 
(z 5 4 &c. > •a•) r-r ~ C~ N'iOl; S 'lhou \\ii lint! !,im there' j e'.. up7om a, ro• "" "i"'"I"'• cro•· (qr "f "P''' 
crov O(t,) (S11uud Sflb• ... [!als Iha/ npur'f""" uo1, 11111)' lu1· .. e ,1nst11 Ji· m 11,, 1111corru1,../ mulilit '" rr,1 w.,~ '"'l''CJ" ao\• 

o/ 111.1·/ /111,) • • Jl) Ji)l/ li'ili;i• 11.:110 i:''KJ = ha man that ,1ould h, Ip lu kc I, rc11,1r1l' ( ,, 'qek,·;h to 

su·pplant 1
): rtad 11·1/h S111,11d C~· f,r t:·~r· · 6 vr<uxna,, "'"'i''a" ,,., ,.. , t. (i + nuou u-u ll ,,, =i';~1 : 

G (i11exa<l(J') •ai •rr••t>O"'I"" m" x<paiv (SJ ro-llex I!. T,? \"I'') airov ' • J!I J,,1 1.:-n~, :i1,,1 (r,,1,J wtJh Sm, ,,,/ 
t.7~~9 Jr,,,)=$ land whi:-peri1.g nrntl1 : li .-:m r.".AAu /.rn'4,r,f',1HCTu \if "'~NJ:.:-,= :i:::' ( /' \Ill ~.i) , , ll 
\1' p:iin (n,u/ 1i•J , <'/'· $ ): 6 poAu•6~u<rn, ('shall Lw t!l'liled' R.\".), _;.,, ,, /; ,11f r , .. AA~tl,,,mu (,~,. I!. :-1n­

llr:x + •• atT.?) r-, So J!! ,,.,, ,~,,: S · is clothed with hi, ,uy · = 1:,, ~·J~' 1, I!. i11<!u,·t ,111,,•tlH.tnt (,\/' "I 
readr .. , CIJ)') : G 0µ01c.,8~a,ua, a,.,.., ( = I \) 11T;)i• ; sn Ptl,rs n,1,I,) ' I!. /'Y /;/ ( ~if r ... I) de <o<·; t~te 
<liv1Lum ~urx:rborum ft-ii. (i 11.q ,:1,~.~= JU N:'n it') (~c ,111,/1111,s=~N._1wlr11 1- ,:';' = ·~ .11 ~1/,1 JI , f 

Cant. viii. 4 ; Qoh. v. 5, vii. 16 : ,1110/h,1 N<· tJ/ :,~ = ,I! , urs 111 ,ft n~ii (xtn.) ~) I, L .~ J) S e:; .,., 

d~s not re\·eal his true charnt.:ter; but he cnmc5 nut in his trt·c co:ours "hrn nusfortunc l,c(.d s. lLJ );iH:, :,, different 
turn to the sentence, but c,prcsscs a similar general meaning (,p. J{ \'.l. 

16. W ith his lips ... speaketh sweetly ... d~-.:p pitfalls. i. c. "hrn m1;,f.,rtunr r~nw, l,e pr .. fcsscs tn be 
synlpathetic, but secretly plots further ruin for 1hc \·ictim: cp. Prov. \.X\'I. :!4 f. \' he that h,lll'th d1"~ru!Jlt.."th \\1th lw~ 
lips'). The Hebrew word rendered 'pi1falls' (n1,,::i,:) occurs only ;i~ain in l's. cxl. 11. The inc,ning 'phfall' or 
'pit' (Jerome, on the Psalm, rendcrsf,r.•,-u) is i:uarantecd hy our p.issa~r-

Y ea, though an enemy weep with his eyes . . blood. lllustr:lfC fr11m Jrr. tit. ,. Tt,e t~prc,~i~n 'he 
will not be satiated with hlood' is usu.illy undcrsi.-,d liter.ill)' In m,:in th,11 s,cl1 ,<1l enemy wtll not l.,c s:111,h,·.I 
until the blood of the victim ut mi,fi1rtunr h;ts bcf!n .u.·tu.111)· ,hl'J. Hut E,krs,l1t·m1 pr<. ft rs to !ntt•rpn·t tht• t ~pre:s.s1<m 
mc-t:tphoricnlly (in conJunction "ith the folio,, lllri \'Cr~). as me.min~ thi\t the f,tbl'.' trit"n1l ,, ill nr,t lx· saustu:d "ah 
the mere coming of misfortune ( the sheddrni; of blood<, bul '"ll h,m~elf .tllf•cl)' Jake pMt ,n mak,ni: the rum 
even more compleie. 

lie .,cti,·cl)· .1,si,ts 111 111.,kmi; 1hr n,·trthro" cnmplrtc. For trxt L7. he seizeth the heel. i.e. 10 trip thee up. 
sec critical note. 

18. He sbaketb the lnead ... changeth bis countenance. Iii, enm:1y no" brcmnes open and un,ti,gni-ed. 
He shaketh the head. A gesture of contempt; cp. ,m. 7 : Job""'· ~ , '""h much "h1s1>er1n11 ', 1.c ,c, n tly 

preparing all manner of evil device,. 
cbangeth bis coun tenance. i.e. becomes openly hostile; cp. xiii. 25 ; Qoh. i. 8. 

(.,r) XIII. 2-13. 
~ Wha l is loo heavy for lhee . . . richer than tllyself nssociale nol. i. t•. ~uch J prnreet1ing i, h n t.lJ1Y1cul1 

to carry out succesdully. 
110~ nb 
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SIR.'\CH 13. 2-7 

What association can •jar and kcttlc4 have in common 
JJ \\ hcn•J, if the one.smite, the other is sma5hccl•? 

.1 The rich man 'if he pcrpctaateth a wrong' Vplumeth himself•, 
\\'hilc if a \\ ron~ is pcrpl'lratcd upon a poor man "he must implore favourb. 

4 'If thou art useful tu him he makcth a sla\'e of thee, 
J Jfot if thou be brought lowl • he is sparing of thee~ . 

• , H If thou possesses! anything~k 1he "ill live with thee 1, 

J\nd will impovLri,h thee "ithout a pang. 
r, ''') fath he need vf thee"'~ "then he will deceive thee•. 

0 1\nd will ,mile upon thee• and raise th) hope,. 
•· Ile wall ,peak thtc fair'', 

·• .\n<.1 sh:unc thee \\ 1th his ho,pitality ''· 
'Sn long- as it profitcth he I\ ill cajole thee, 

Jwice ior) thrkc he will ... thee', 

,1-1 :l! ., • ., SN-,, "la:= 6 ~·"r" r.po, ~,J~rn (.S · the \'esscl of day to the cauldron of brass') <M-,1,1 Su )11 

,:.:;s = l!.quando; lli > (.S '1d1ich [knolb it and brc.1ks it']=~) • ill (.S) +,i ,x "l'~'ll "lJM' ,10 ,s 
• or why ,houltl the rirh assOliate 11ith th, poor': (lj > (righ'ly 11s a gloss) 1-fRrndmg i'11J." /n co1-rtspv11d 

;, ·1/1 ml/; 1i111(.rt rf.111s, (11r ,,111): ~" e:i (,,a1(~11n) ,111d ~ ,-n11 mm•= N(o·Jle/Jr. i1ilm, · 10 make onc~lf 
laa11dsomc. b..- 1ain (plunv oneself)·. ~ rrpoum;:Jp•J''l'l'•ro (= ?m:m•): ;:, •i, unconcerned' (N•~i"IO} b-bJ!I 

;:nn, · (i· co• 1rpoubu18'1aum ~ (1111s1nulrrsla11J1/16' l!l} j h<.: pra} s.' i-i }1l ,> i:i.:in ON :: ..S : 6 ,av >.,pria,µ.,ua.'11 

( > 1~) H Sr1 JI.I (J/"l:m CN1): e:i <m ,,,. , ITt'lpun< ( = ? vim cNi: cp. N um. ix. ; ) : $ • if thou an poor' 
(Q:i an<l .S 111<11 bt /ra I mdo 111g.1 iy il11 k-1. J!l l>V >on• ( = 'he pilicth thee '): (r •arnAwjm ,,, = .S 
(! i11krp1 h111: }!l) ~~-•k J!l 1:>t:i CN: e:i wv 'XII' = 1> t:i' CN ( = ~): so natl (U't11, P,lfrs, Smaul) 1-1 So l!i 
u,.,,.;,,w,,ra, uo, = ltlJ.' n•n• (w uc1d will, Pd,r ) : W. = .S 1,:,;11•,::i, J't:l" = 6 c (a,rn/,11/11 lly 1111sJd11,,tl: so Ptltr.s) 
r11-n1 JI.I lt1J/ 1~ (/. l"l1, ) 1•,,: 15 XP''°" •ux?« tTov: :: • while he <loes his "ill wath thee · u-n J!t 1> y•;:m1 = 
? • In will 11,mcr Lhw • (u uf111.i: V".::'•']l_(rcm ).')I;;, : f/). ,I ram, .sam of' v<r6) or· wy wiLh Lhee ·: 6 ""' arrwAw·~,rn v, 
= 1' N'~•.,1 .. ,,, rMd u·ilh P.!"s: .S 'he will seem to do thJ \\ill' u-o J!l 1> (I. 1n::n} pm'b'i, cp. Job xxix. :q 

(~N j)n:•) ,,-,, Rutlm,,; lOJI riJ1 J'U" ( = 5 a J!l): \?Ii AOA?U<• 110, <OAa: l!i + <at 'P" r« ? xp«a uos, which 
Pd,rs rr,,.,rds <1s ,111 ,xpla1111f,>1J' d,111bld (/,11/ .',·1m11d I.ups). $·and will call thee a fortunate man' (I paroph,ast 
if 'will ,peak tht·e fair') ll! > ,,~, So e:; and S = r>:lNOJ ,~;·::l'l (so , rad w1'lh P.ltr.,, Smmd): 'Ill > 
r-r J!l 

1J !:,n;1• >•;11• "l::iN "lll 
: l>'"lll' C')l!i C'OJl!l 

( S J,r1ilt. = Jl 111b.da11llall,·.) [i fwr uu a1r01CtJ(jjan a, &r '1 Tpir, "°' ,.r ,uxaT'f 1<Maµw,c11unat uo,. 

llrbrn,· lfxl 1111dff'.J·m,; e:; lo hau bun . 
C'~C' O'~llll lt.?:7"l' "l:ll1:t "lJI 

: 1::i ,n;,, n•inNJl 

Ptl<rs lh1i1!.s t/1, 

But /Im t',111 /1,11 d(; I, 11glit jn•ins:i foll. by jJJI lit.\·/ li11t'). )ll is uswliall>· right: l,111 flu 111,am11g of 1~""lll' is 
mufl't11i11. Sm,,,d .<11gguls lhi1! 1'l may= a ,·orrupo11d1i1g v,rb in Arab., which mans • to deceive' ,-. JI p ::ll 

What association ... smashed? 1.c. the we.:i.kcr 1s bound to go to tbe wall : when a collision takes place 
the earthen pot 1;1;~, tp. l\um. x,. 8) i, bound to be smashed by the brass cauldron (;•o , cp. Ezek. uiv. 3, 6). The 
one'~, of rnur,c, the c.<Uldron or kettle, 'the 01hcr' the earl hen pot. The lauer was also used for boiling purposes; 
,:p. Num. xi.~-

3· The rich man ... perpetrateth a wrong ... • The folly of the whole thin;;, viewed from t he standpoint of the 
, i, h, could St.:MCely bo: more l:raphically set forth tha.n in this and the following verses ' (Edersheim/. 

4. he maketh n slave of thee. The same expression (J 1Jl.1) occurs in Jer. xxiii. 13, .uvi. 14, xxx. 8: lit. - he 
use~ thee as an instrumtnt for work. 1 ·or the Hebrew word here for • to be useful' ("l:,J) cp. Eccle~. v. 10 (' skill, 
'5ucce6> ). The or1i;1nal meaning u to be tit, suitable. 

he i~ sparing or thee. The I lcbrew word here used = usually 'to pity' (' he pitieth thee'). llut here the 
meanin.; seem, 10 be to nci;lcct, le.i,e alone: cp. Horace, Odes, i. 34. 1 'parcus dcorum cultor et infrequcns ' (6 gil'CS 
the mc,ining correctl>· 'he will forsake thee'). Cp. Pir9t A/Jul/, ii. 3. 

5 without a pang. lit. 'and it will not pain him'. 
7. wag his head at thee. In mockery and scorn; cp. xu. 18. 
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5)1{!\.Cll 1:~. 7 · I 

Jl 'And then• he will sec thee 'and pass thee by'. 
.\nd l\'.l~ his head at thee. 

~ Take care "that thou b<. not o,·cruc:aring•, 
',\nu that thou hL not crushed by scnsclc~s foll} 

(l>) '•'· <; 11 
!I Doth a noble wdraw n ,ar"? 'kt:qi al a distan,l''-

t And so much lh<.: more' ' will he ,,iu,c· thee to approach•. 
10 • Do not t hrsclf dra,, near ', ll'st thou be put at" ,h,tancc; 

.\nd kLcp not (too) far away, lest 'lthou t,~ fcr;ottcnj". 
1 r ·Venture not•· '1to be f1cc~ w11h l11m 

t\ nd mist ru;,t hi-. much convcr,ati;,n. 
' F or 'by his conversation at hr"<.:' 'he is tc,tin~ th,c: g 

" And "hen hL smikth at tlH:~ heh probin;, thc-c'••.' 
1z i.c\ ruthlcs,onc makcth peace, 

\\'hilc plottin;; against the liiL of many;. 

(,p. Pro\' ,iii. JO, Fsthcr i\'. 16): ('i JUTlC 1"11L"l"(I ~ 1:: ,:);:n~, (t'j• l'rl \' xi\ )Ii) 6 .. ,rruAu .. ,,,. trf Ce< IC,&).L·il,u 

u• = ~ 'l,e hid from th,e ') u-,· Jl! iN~ ~~,,, ~~ (' l..: not arroHant o,'tllo,·a1111i: , 1olen1, o,umuch ') 

6 I'? mr111r/1nv?6.?r (248 ,\c. Spo-llcx + T? ,. "'"" """ ' •• I..: Ill l <I, "'"" m th~ mmil, 3Cl foolishl} '-a,r 
1111,,prrlalt011 o/}lJ) : !5 • Ix not f!:IH·n into hi.; hands - t'i·J Jii•nn '""'~ ,_, ~~.,~'"' .. or= i,;,n ~N· •;m I 
he not hl,e 10 l11em that I.Lek in1clligenu·· (,,.h, ht,,) 11'.i "" I'? ",.,..,. . • /1," n<l>l""''''''I ~'" (%4!< &c. +«,1,i,., 
,ifta n ·,f,povu1•9: but :,;ah lL n• T!/ aq,,""'""'9 = //1 ,11,•mal 1t,1d111,: •;/(i) · !ht 1/rtr t,.,·f utJJo!J "'K (i 1 /to/, •• 

J..,~ -,~:;~ ~:i, n l.Nl 

,:,.'and be nm cru,lled by scn,el•" foll_r' ( , ,1./ u·,//, l'rt,n J'.', ,,I ,,,,, ·tJ /mt , · 1::::~:::: J:"!"l:"' ~K · <J, 
Qi Tfl iu.e1·Ul\f (1011) \I-A Sc ll? :Ji:,. t. :n~ (f,<11f14J/1,) ii: 1rpu(f,cu).,uu,..f Vl (ff= K"'"-1 ~ = )l 1,-J. Jl .... ,n., ;r•:, • 

& vr.uxw,x,>" )'tl'OV, '" .s+' from 111111 l ") lll p •iJI (.J,. \(. I l ) = ~ "" T, ""' l'''u., .. s 1 .1.nd 3( t'\'cry lime 
(j J l ):>J I) •-• \"o "Jl1 1(:' ';' = ;!, : 11:i "I""''''~'"'"'' u, L !'• to ,,,/, /;r 6 111 /, fl, , /.J11s, • • doll1 , r olM imu, lhe~ 
•.. . . . \\ill he unill' lhc< ) • .\ J!l :::,;,;in ~N = :, 11'.i l/i ti,) • do not pres, (upon l.i,11)' 'l'ff'"'" 
1·-b s~ G · Jll NJ°:.:on , 'he luted (,letc,ltd)' = $ t111ml lo N:;o:i:i = o1::·~11 . J-. ,.111. ,1, 10 Jll ,md J,,.1. xhv. , r •;::,;n 
(but t,.,ld1mb!ful) c • JQ no~n ;1- = e:; I'? ""~' (•"'\"' = ncJ,, s, xm 11, "'· ~) ,1 JI!:;·~,, .,.,. ~~on) , 
'to be free' ( Q,z/ d1Jt0 $ 110/ nlhrr;,•,: ,, ·, ur): 15 '"'T't"i""'(I"' to 'l' .,1, a, a,o equal (1\lth h:m ;: l , ,pc,1k' (.f,M, 
rrmt,x l !ht u·01 d 111ra11s · to ~~it·ak frcch ') ll, ·c111 (st \"/, (11 .k I ho;.1u.·11 . su :::uls th, 1,0111/111;... t:·cr-) t. • '/'/,, , 

/ ~("o li11,s ti/( ofttf b,· -~ii",11)·<1 (,f. ('0111,, •• , 11/,, ,. x,11) '1 fo/1,ms ." 

in,:,,: :,~J'-' n·:..., Ji~ '~ 

' : ,,;w, r ;,-,:;-, 
· For with mud, ulk \I ill h¢ 111 hcc:. 

/\1111 \\ill l.1ui:l1 at lh<·l' and prot..c thtc.' 

H JI! m·;;• m::::,n~ : & ,. ,..,,>,~?• Ao~,o, (1t ,,,1 n•;;•ji r 1n•.:•, 5·., ,1d.) ,-~ R,,1J11u: 1•ei• (fa, JI! ;1·0; 1 (thr I o/ 
,n,':_ .. )) = 6 rropouu "~ (t/1 .'l,1'ml. in,~ '10!':)): ,·m,,,d: ~ = J~ l k.1r lll tli1. mulrnu.fc. of 111'! ~pn:ch Lhcrc a1c 

1rials ') h-b So Jll = 6 cc:u (t.l" ':"ipo<r),At.>1• ,.,E,t'nu, u, (: ,.s ,\c. ~, ro-Hex ro <Jit"'M'd rro1.• 111 jk,1d ef fTt : 

1/d!.) i-i JI! ; 
St.-i•, 1n• •i1:>N 

: i~i' i!...;·:, C'J""I C;~ ~]) >t,ii' Kl.l 

6 (J&Jt'AUJI'-'-'" 01'-'l (IIJJ.'T'J~faJl' 'Ao')'OU" Km "~' P.'I <f,tu7'JTUI 1api (1.U,"'>(JfW\' it,u ·,,,µw1 l' tlllll1Cli,,1!Ul ~ he thou kcq 1l'lh 1101 \\Ord!t : 
and he "ill nol spare injur)' a1ul bonds')· !:, 'and he 1ha1 is wilhou1 J •it) ,·xacts re~ompcnsr (=oft .fv ;,Z"1t:1) 
and pitielh not the ,o\11:s of 111..111) '. Jllu. 6 ,,,,ut. ~or,~ :,-:t.. 111./ $ ,:.:, .... .,:.,.... :,,;,,u,:d .1:t,1 h, ~·:n· -s"'i ,, Just hur 

c·:•. 9-13 contain a warning ngainst inc,iutiou, intercourse w11h hi~hl)·-placed memhers <'f the gmcming cl:us 
(princes, governors. and 1he1r entourage). In /'rn/t .,/601/1 11. ~. a p.1ss,i:e occurs 1'luch cxptC$>CS similar scnllmcni. 
(attributed to Rabb .. 1n (i,.un.thd, ::,on ul Jutl.,h h.,-=".._,d: 1 '11.. c.:.wt1,rn• \\1.t l1 tho-.c lll .uitlwrll)·. for th<·) let no: 
a man approach th~lll but for thei_r o,,n 1:uri~5ts: and 1hl')" ,lpJ'C,tr like lth.nd-, "hen H 1:, to lhcn ad\.\Ot.tl;l·. amd 
stand not by n man m the hour ofh1s need. . . 

10. Do not thyself draw near. bl: forgott-,n .. \,,,..11, ,,h <·,11_,m<:s-pr,<-10,:: r,,rnarJ '" l,1,l.l.ni: k id, undulr 
1 2. A ruthless (Or cruel) one maketh peace, Wlule plottong against the life of many. \ dd1lx r;," cc ntr,,st 

3~1 t b ~ 



SIRACH l:l. 13-19 

ll!' 13 Take heed land be wary'. 
k :\nd go not .,bout with men of violencek '. 

(h) X l l I. 1 j w. I. ifr .-,,11s,•rli'll1 ;,·1//1 ltl-r-.• ,•hat ct1111111on lw,d cm, th,-rr b,· bd.t·n·11 rich 011d poor'!' 
( = ~ + :H 1 distichs). 

r:; "'All flesh"' lovcth ~its kind", 
0 1\ nd C\ err man his like". 

16 P All flesh consorteth according lo its kindP, 
And with his kind man qassocialelhq 

17 •\Vhal a,,sociatinn' can wolf ha\·e with Jamb> 
• T vcn so i, the ungodly that consorteth with the righteous'. 

t8 1 \\'hat peace' can the hyt:na have 111th the dog? 
•Or wh.ll" p<'acc rich \\ ith poor> 

19' Food• for the lion arc the wild a,scs of the desert: 
J·. vcn so the pasture of tht I ich are the poor. 

,,,,d Wh/, ,., . · th,• tyrant cm1,lo},th (iibt) c, udt, :\lid doth not pity, against the life of many he ploueth · (bu! !his 
,.r h,.,:Mr d, 1,/,//11/): 1',1,, ,, ,111.< ,~·;, ..,~,p ;,,::r,• i-:)1 ~::;,-, jn' '"'11:N , i.r. 'the crud one taunteth, and is without pity 

Ill li1, 1,1< tin;::·. ..t /1, //,, ,-,-w// ,~\· 0/,/.11110/ 1/ tn;:;.. ,s , ·,ul (wtl/J S) 111 luu 1, and :~n' ~~, (." t111 rxpla11ato1)' glosr 
,,,, •i::N) ,- omilltd: /1,m rt.1d · ,:·;:, ;::i,p C'J"l ~·::i ,v 01,:• jn• 'il:lN , i. r. as rmdertd ,;, t,.,·/ t1bou (/or 
t·~:· ;ni /· Lev. n\l. 6, 1 Chron. x~ii. 9) hJ!l ,,m ;,•;n: e:i •ai .,,,_,A, uq,.a,,.,. (218 + a,o.,. .. - l!. audaui 

lun) ;6 = ll! I. \, ll!: Cr ,,,., ,,.,o Tq, '"'"''""'' vnv 1r,p11rar«< = 1,,,n 1,1:·:i-J CJ/ ' :l, 'for ihou goesl with 
lhme own fall' (.S for "ith the ravishers thou l\alkcst '). Se Prltrs reads I , 1l! 253 1L Amb + ,·,,str 
13 c t11td 1 1 ( when thou hcarc~l lhese 1hings nwake m LhJ· sleep. q Love the Lord all thy lift', and call upon 

fl ,m for thy sal,.at1011 "). far kxl s,, 11,zrl and Sr/1/111!,r, p. 108 r. J'h, rtrsu art a lak ,:loss m-u, Jll 
;::•:::.i ~:i ; e:i ,ro, (<c>m· " ·n Jll \l'O = I!, ro nw•w UlT'f' (,p. ·•. 16, xx,·,i. 9) o-u Soll! 1, ;io;1i ;, nN ciK , :ll : 

e:i •m ""< m/1,....,..., Toi· irXqr1to• ano<. An rcio ef !his'"" 11pftt1rs III a Talmud cdal1011 (T. B. Baba •1ama 95 b). 
Thud!,·, m lh, !l,1giogr,1fh,1: ,1t 1/ is 11 rillm · 'Ever) bird d"ellcth according to its kind, and (so cloth) man 

:u:co1din~ to his hkc d) i"l':li> o,i-: j::ll). ,\ ii/.- f.J/m111! l1fls 01N jJ/or Jll 01K ~-,, Rr,u/11~,: ,~:-1· 1:•o> ;:;•J >:i 
= Cs .,,.na(I an11~ cOTa yn·f)~ (Syro .. } lex z54 + m,, .. '1i": so 1!.i :td ~imilcm sil,i) cr1,'«-yo-m {307 crn·onTtTa, = ]!, con­
iun;:nur): ill 1)~~ ,::·::1 ).J j":l ($ = ll! n·1//1 i'? fur j'O) q~1 J!l iJln': lL sociabitur: [i 1rpo1unXXq8qa1Ta, 

r-r JU tJ\n' :," : fi n Koc1•wv11r1u ,-• Jll hr1r lu·o fi,rms '!f t/111 li11t, viz. : 

(I) i)'1~, i·::i, l:l } 
( l l ; , ~Kl C"N !,N i't;'J/ )Jl 

ei wrwr "l'''f""'X°' ""'" ,va,,;q=J!! (1): .S 'and so the rich to the poor man'=J!1(2): r"'t/ u,1/h Smmd 
: ,~:c ;:,·,~> l,'::·, j:) \ p = ;:i Ill Jl! ( • )IS .,i.,,./1,/,,.) H Rtr1d111g o,,~ t:/' .,., = 6: Ji (,o,,upl) w::: ;:!'NO (,p. t:/'I( 

= (!;•, l ~.,m. x,v 19, ;\lie ,·i. 10, Prov. xviii. 24) u-u & •m T" = I .io 1N (so Ptlrrs rtad,): 'Ill j'NO 

• \\11e11cc? 1 ' .5, J!1 = .!I [i <wq;m (a /ut rmdtri11g: /111/ Pdtrs rtt1ds ,,~=•• •"I')'"', Gen. xx,•. 27} 

i, drawn bet" c•·n the real character and the methods of the unscrupulous ruler. \\"l11lc pretending to make (or g"·e) 
pc.ice (I.e. to be full of :1cti1c goodw,lll he is secretly plotting murder. For the text see critical note. For a similar 
contrast er.. I'•. en. 7 (' l am for peace; but when I speak they are for war'). 15 runs: ' :"llcrcilcss ,. he that 
keepeth not wwds (i.e. betray, contidences 111 free and incautious conversauonl, nor will he spare (sc. lo inflict) 
in Jury or bonds'. 

13. Take heed ... men of violence. For the second clause e:; (cp. S ) has 'for thou goest about with thy fall ' 
(so l'cters prefers to read): the expression is a figurative one (10 have ruin as a companion in thy walk); cp. 
Job xxx,. S; l'ro\'. ,ci11. zo 1cp. also ix. 13 of our book). 

q. Ste cnt1cal notes. 

(kJ Xtll. 15-20. 
,, • l S· 16. ,\ reference is made to this passage in the Talmud (sec critical notes for the citalion). Our passage 

i, '"' l '" from the ll,,,;,o_,;1,1fk• 1n conJuncuon wllh passages from th.e Law and the Prophets (sec £dershe,m, 
in I,•,.). 

1 ;. All flesh 11'. 'E\'cry li"ing creature·. •Flesh' has here a general sense, including the forms of animal life 
gcnually. (p. Lt\'. xvii. q I' lhe life of all flesh ... the blood thereof', &c.). 

kind .•. hke. Cp. xxvii. 9. The law of' like consortcth with like' is 'a uni,•ersal law in the physical and moral 
wnrlcl, as \\ell ·" of 0 ociety '. • Simihs simd, gaudct; aequah~ acqualem delectnt' (Edersheim). 

17. Whal ru1sociatioa ... wolf •.• lamb? Cp. h. xi. 6; Mau. ,r. 16,. 
1~. rich with poor. Throu.;hout these terms connote uni;odly and pious rcspccthcly. (p. Ep. James ii. 6 

(' But ye have dishonoured the poor man. Do not the rich oppress you?' &c.). 
19. the wild asses of the de,;erl \or ,tcppe). Cp. Job xx,v. 5, where the poor (as here) are compared to the wild 

a•ses in lhc deseri. For the hon ~s u li~urat,ve expnssion for the nch cp. P,. =~h. to, x.,x1·. 17, I viii. 7; Zech. xi. 3. 
36~ 



SIR.\CH 13. 20-25 

JIA 20 • A!! abomination• to pr idc• is humility; 
E,c:n so an abomination to the ri h arc the poor. 

( 1 ) >.Ill. i, i3 lh, ,.,.,1,{.,t1,·,1t111,11t1/11,l11111df1•,w-,1r,1111,1st(= 1 +~f d1siich,J. 

21 A rich man 'when he jq shaken' 'is suppnrtcd bra friend •, 
· ~iut the poor man•• when ht; 1s ~hakcnh is thrust a\,a}' 'hy a fii<'nd '. 

22 A rich man J ,peaketh <I, .1nd his hdpcrs ;t1 c m.111y; 
• And though his words be u1i-n.'mly, thry a re pronounced lovely•. 

A poor man ',pc,1keth', Wand they jeer at himM; 
h\'ca, thou~h he ,peak with wisdom\ 'there i;; no p lace f,,, him•. 

23 \\' hen the rrch man 'spcakcth l, a!I • hep ~ilcnce\ 
And they extol '111s intcll,g, nc<·1 t , the clouds. 

\\'hen t!1e poor man spc.11,;cth: '\\'ho is thi,?' say th <'} 
J\nd tf ••he ,tumble'" nthcy will assbt his m·erthrn11 n 

(;) XIII. :::-1 ;\I\' z • • I r:;,/1,rflon rf.l/1scr/l,111e('l1sl'rt1tobs(- 1 tz+: di,tich,). 
24 \'Vcalth is good if ,t be without ~in , 

And evil 1s po,·e1·ty ' which is due to prc•umption•. 
2.; The lllart •· of a 111cm changcth his countrnance. 

\\'hether for good or for c~il < 

"' ~·. 20 om,lt,,I h $ 1 -t. S, )!! ,,~l (; l'1TfJ''11)(JJ·":> ) -} \, {i Jo).uu,.,.,1 ,H = U'':: (sb ,, ul) lt ~~~· ~ 1 fa11s· 
%- t ~ UT'JfU(tTat (= ~ ,~o; 11 1':10' o ,, ,f) l·n'o ffi,'A.w•, J!,l l,'i~ 1-:cJ : .S • is ca~r into t:\11 (l.',~) a" Jl ~, : 
6- T1t':"l't1J.·0S' ~, (N' 2-4 8 TrTCIJA.o-. l, • e:i tie/us 1hr si,101r,J Ta1:1n ·~) u•lu h mo,~ t,Jtti\· ad1111/s ef d sp111lu11l 
1rtlcrj11t/11hm1 ' (11,ut)) 1-1 JI/ t.l\':l : 11:i ,,..,., =;: 11/ldsl 1t11 ·n11,. 21 al c-~ 1G ,.,.o g,.\w~ = ~-,., 
(,JJ.,. 21 a), so ru1./ · ~ lrom r\11 int~ C\'il '= l> JJ1 t,~ 1ri~ ,1 J Jlt .,~,~ - ~ : ii = c~-:: (11; (/a11rt1 :'I and c 
llu lwo lo ms 111111/ ·o, rt,f, ,11d-(I//,,,. • p aketh' c, '1"11' th "'"' /.t .I 111 ·h e; '-'fl 111 /,t,/h • '~llcth '; 
;: 111 bolh · speak<th', J!l 111 , • ~pcak.-tl, ', 111 c • fallc:11, ') • ".,o ~ •;:•--; ;·,i;•:-: 1•,::n ··,:.n:'J, I rl llif if 
i l/J ,1J1111011 111 1.\ ', ,.J/, br. ='to lw duk, ugl)', rcpub,w. u11st~mh • ,,.~ ·•;:1.--:: , 1 II/ DI ~;:• -1,t. 

'they art· m:l<lc beautiful 11·1/t t/11 fl t11d111gr i11 j,- ). ~\1 /;(,/11,r s1, .. .1:rsl ,, 1d111. ··c,-~ - 't ·J (hi, worth,) ,ar(" 

venccrc·d O\·er', as l,(,s u•1t/1 j,1 ,., u<i tied • anll In~ Ii.lit ful \\Ord~ .,re ~lr,tc,I O\er tll,,rl). ~ ,>u,~'JiH11 11nopp11Ta 

Ktu ,lucacwua,• UlTUI = "j'~1t;\ pil,'\;~ -,.:n' Hn ! 'tins 1rt1d1) r I.\. ;E. : JJ ~,,~; = (i , , /\)ti.1d11g (u,tk 

P.ta s) INC" ;•i ;'ll (/1~. and tlw\ ra,, .. [ crit·, I of' l.'l ;•;): .=- '1hcr qy tu l, m ;:,: • '1'i ( r,·u)) . .. '""'l"loa, 

Ol'T'f'" Jl! N~·l l,1l J.'J L-h JU ;,:i:;·~ ~::,, : \!i , 1.rry~(Jf'OO-lltUI, I I JIJ c,-1: '"" .,:,( • . e; «ua O\ r - ~ I ,11'f ~.c,r.r, , 

h So J!! (/d1t.)· e:i ,>..a>.?"' 1-k S.1 JI! ,n::::-i (,;,. !), ut. ""' ,1) = ~ !: • , ., ~- , ,t' J!1 ,~:l: nil 
6 (/rulJ.·) crew Aoym· nu·av ~ 111!'- lavouu;r~ • t11 m JV '-..,;: = ~ ~ i:-l:i:-• o- :; = ('j 

•-• l .,l 'accord, ns to the mouth or pn·,um1,1, ,n (;11: •_;; ~;.•\ ~ .\ 'i; , :; i , 1 ~ :: ;.1 .10; " ...... ,.,,., 
aCTc{:jo,.:r (= )1l £ ~) ro• I le, 1!.); H ( 7 0 ~5 f n 1TT11,-.v10, .. ,, a ,i,11 • Ii f 'i;,IIJS' ~ :48 1~3 ~yrerl lex + 
' \ncl a liappy (,1/. nourbhmg) he,m 111ak,·1h .1 l.ilc chnrful with rld1,;h1' t:~ <s (111 t'1, / lllr.l'ln~ d,11m 

::o. nn nbomination to the rich are the poor l p. l'ro,. »i, ~7 I> ( 1,,. th.,t rs t.: ,11gh1 1s n ,,bor. n.tt on 
10 lht• \\ickcd 'I. 

(i) XIIJ.21 :3. 
zt. when he is shf\ken i.e. cmnt.· into;\ dangerous :-in,I unfortun:\tt~ situatH n cp. I_ 

1
11. ~IS)·' rrin~ ndH:rs..1n~s 

rcju1u: b<;C"lU!',<! I .un 1110,'-d 1":,;h,1 ~.:11 ', :\\I. ,.,1 , 6 'l -.h.11111 1 1,c llioH~,· lhhr t:~-::--:-"": I .,,,; Jt'' ,rn\t1t-..i 

a, here). l:dcr,lu·im thinks the ,nc;u1in,: need not be res I rich ti to th dc- ,y of • .,, rnal loriunc,, but mar mdudc 
a wider tonnot:uiun. 

2~ . A poor man speakelh no pine<" for hin, CJ•. <)1,l1. i!\ sf,. 'Tlu· pour m rn• "i"') •m ~ -.J.~pi ,·11. ,~ 
his words are not heard.' f'ur the c~pr,.ssi,m • thnt• i• no pl,1tt for him· cp. j,., 5; /',rf,· ,ll11t/r tr. C. tcd. Ta)·lorl, 
'there "not a thmg that has nol its pl.lee · (a S.t}·mg uf lien ,\ zur, sec 111d ccnhu') \ 11.J: cp. also Rom xu. 19 I Jue 
th e c:~prc,sion may mte1n: 1l1cy rcfu~c tu he.tr lum 

23. a ll keep sil~ncc. From r«p ct; cp. Jnb ,x,x. 9. 
ex tol •.. to the clouds. <.p. tor the <Sµrcss,on Job"' IJ 

tj) XIII. 2( - 'd\'. 2. 
24. W ealll.; .. .. \ltC.:l "·"ill),,;, pomtcd Mlt the.· ... on ... 1c.h.r,,t n -lu•\1\ tu thl 11,hfur Lla f.tl .. of tl1tir "~hl1, nm ~Jrt 

goes on to S:t)' that ridll:S po .s,· au .. • rwt l!.ul, hut. 1111 t hl·, ••11tr_.1ty. J,:tKi~I \\ h<-·n llw~ c1o n,,1 111 m,:: 1!1\ !n 1 lieir tr.tin. • 
A nd evil is povert y • •. :,cc cntr<al not<, l'o.-,·rty rs an C\11 "hen II ,s tit' result of ,,.,cke,lncu; tb> rs 

a J'Cl\erty 10 be nshamed of. 
:5. The heart of a man . , i.e. tlu..· i,H,.lrcl ~l.Hc u( ,, 11un.11ut hi, C1t11,,.ir<l '-i, unu,•;ml, ~.l7c. h:rmrncs, lt.1:.1,.&ppme,.:t 

or 01hcrwise, and this is reflected in the expression of bi, face; ~P· l'ro,·. "'"· 11 ; I :cdc~. , "" 1 : Luke is. 4; .. 
Whether for good . . • In 1ht '.\I 1tlra!.Ji /,'o, ihitlt R,1f,/,, u, (,en.~"''~· z 1l11s \ u1><· I:\ •1m 1tcd h 1b.1t1m. c·M +.: phnF th.H 

the DNI, • • CN ofJll h, in acrord,rncc \lilh the later Hebrew u,agr. rxpr,<icd b) ·•;:1,,, j ::I , 
36,j 



S IRACII 13. 26-1 4. 5 

J)~ ~6 The outcome• of a happy heart is a cheerful countenance, 
But solitude and meditation (l(Cnsion toilsome thought~ 

14 T nlcssed is the man whose mouth doth not grieve him, 
• And (who) doth not mourn for the sorrow of his heart•. 

z Rlcs-ed is the man whose soul doth not reproach r him, 
, \nd who<e hope" hath not erased. 

(fl XI\'. 3-19. 011 lite pn>/'fr us.-<>/ ,;1•r,1/1/, ( = 2 + 3 + .1( + 1] + z + z + z + 3 + I distichs). 

3 To him th:\l is small of heart wealth is unfitting•. 
And wherefore' should the evil-eyed have gold~? 

4 I le that withholdeth from h1,11self gathereth for :u1othe1·, 
1\nd ,I stranger shall s;itiatc him~elf with his goods. 

;; Ile that harmeth his o wn soul, lo whom will he do good? 
For' "'he hath no dclightm in his O\\ n goods. 

,I I.ii. re,ul, · • • R.-,1di11g 1:i, •11 ,11 ;m~ t-:)1; /hr !,.,·/ '!f JI ,rs 1'l s/ttll{ls c-1n11Q/ bt right, ii rtads: ;'1JN !<~ 

: lJ~ ,., r,1:, · .\nd hi~ heart doth not desire judgement against him': 15- • And (who) is not pritkcd at the hc.irt 

(,m a, '"'"" 1"1} with sorrow for ~in· : ,wrp//i1g fur nµa~,ar ("" 1111) e1i ""JI 01 n111mdid nbon; nµ. 11111y t, 
an ,.rpl,111,1/,11.r ,uld,tm11. S r,-,uls · l'V'I.) j'1 NJn 11,1. ' And judgement is not hid rrom hi~ eyes·; 1•31•,::, wggr.1/r 
a rorrupt,;,,, rf I'll ( = 6 ), /.11/' heart' ir ra1111rtd lfl cnrrrrpo11d will, 'mouth' ,;, //,, fir.</ rl<111s,. S111md suggnls 

,1,,. r,,1d111.ir m31 ;ii ;>JI m N N,l, ',\nd (who) doth not sigh for sorrow of his sin.' ,1110//,,r />(>ss1blt /nr,11 1111ghl /,,. 

1:i~:;: '': ;,~;i N>]. ,\ nd (" ho) doth not cause sorrow 10 enter into hi$ heart· (cp. S1111h. 100 b. 1J•:>J N'l1 ~•Jin :--> 
• Let not sorrow enter into thine heart,' qun!rd oy J.n:r, i 161) ; :>)JI is nn{r mrd i11 th, Po'el 111 Int 0 . T.. sr, 
Job ni. 15 r f?,.,,d111.r: inion (fi" in-,on), rf>. Pro\'. ,xv. 10: rf>. l!. qut non habu,t anmu sui tristitiam 
K \" ,~8 2:;.1 Syro-Hex + '111 the Lord h Lil.' not comely', 11s e;; i J!I S rrJ•rot 'not comely', G 1s 
mnu prn/ml,/, r,,,rrr/ /10 "" " ( = /itj,) k lL = )ll . l!ii 'money': .S 'mammon ' I f.,'l. 'and' 
m-111 Nmil111t• ;-,in• ( = S N1ill ,uul 11:i ) /nr ;i-,p• 'he ~hall not meet "ith · (1. ,. 'will not retain posses.~ion of') 

26. a happy hea~t. To l,e uncl< r,,tood an accordance with~·. 25. q;; 'a heart that is ,n prospenty ·; cp. xii. 8. 
But :,olitude . n·:.:·1 i ·~· (lit. • withdrawing and musing') occur ,n 1he re,.ersc order in I Kings x, iii. 27, "hc:re 

Elijah say, nf llaal, • .. for he is., god : ci,her he is musing, or he is gone aside.' The clause seems a liule inappro­
priate I possiul) it cxpresse, 1he thought of Eccles. xii. 12 : • :.1 uch study is a wCllriness lo the Aesh '), and ~mend suggests 
as an emendauon , • \\·eary eye, treadm11 O'l' l/ l:l':)'t:'n,::, for ) ')I/ nJ:;•nc) arc a sign of worry·: cp. xii. 91T., x". 23/1. At 
an)' rate the words a, 1 hC)' stand must be taken in a general sense. and not in referc~ce to llcn-Sira's O\\ n stlldics. e:i has: 
• And 1he lindini; nut of parables is a "carinoss of thinking,' which is not far from Jl!; the meaning of the "ords which 
is intended 1s to offer a contra~t to what 1s said in the previous clause. 

:\I\. 1. whose mouth . . (p. xw. 8b; 1 K,ngs ,. 6; Ps. X\'ii. 3, l(,c_,ix. 2, cxli. 3: Jas. iii. 2. G '1hnt hath not slipped 
with In~ mouth' is esplanatOT). 

And ,who) doth not.. See cmical notes. 
: whose soul doth not Cp. 1 John ii. 19-22. 
/kl :\I\'. 3 19. 
3 small of heart. ,.e. one \\ho 1s grudgmg; cp. 11.'v,ro cupido et tenaci'. e:i µ«poX,,yo,, one \\ho cad ls about trifles. 

un6tting. Cp. x,-. 9: 11. • sme r,111one '. 
And wherefore. . Sec crttteal notes. 
the evil-eyed. ,. r. cnuous, a, e:; : cp. xl'iii. S, im iii. 11 t: Pro·\•, xxiii. 6. xxviii. n: it is equi\·~lent to ilNli' 

I J<'alousy') inns bad sense. In P11qrA{Mlh v. 29 the'e,il eye' iscon1ras1cd wnh the 'good eye' (cp.Ah•.1obelo"I; 
in the same tractate (11. 15) an 'evil eye' is reckoned among those tlungs which 'put a man out or 1he world'. The 
<·xµrc ,sion hc·re is us<.·d "1th refc..•rencc- to the en\'y which the miser feels at seemg riches in the possc.:,sion of other~. 

gold. If. 1(1".P""' ,, a free rendering; cp. Job xxvii. 13, whe,e the Sept. has the same ""rd for the Hebr. 90:i 
t' $ilver'). 

4. He that withholdeth... The rererencc is to the miser who denies himself many thi11gs in order to increase his 
hoard ; he is in reality only laying it up for others, 

a stranger... Cp. "Eccles. vi. z; G 'others', 
satiate himself. The Hthr. root Jlll:l me.ms lit. to l,c full to bursting; the \'Cru does not occur in the O. T., but 

in f.xod. ix. 9 a derivauve is uo;ed for• blisters' or• boils'. 
5. He that llarmeth . The rdvr<nce is only 10 the miser; the' harm' refers Lo the miser's denying himself c,·cry 

enjoyment 
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ru~1i1 ~ 1 a 

SIR ·\C II 1 I , 6-13 

Ii None is wor,c th:1111 him that i, evil lo his own ,0111, 
J\nd the recompense of his e\il is "in himself• 

7 ° And even if he doelh good, r tie <lodh it in forgetfulne,sr, 
And :it the last qhe ,howeth forth'• his" ilktdm·--". 

!I 'Evil is he that cn'l.ieth' with lus eyt•, 
Turning away his face and despising mrn• • 

9 In the eye of the covetous• (too) small is his portion, 
But he that taketh his neighlx,ur's poi lion • tlc,;troyuh hi~ m\ n 

ro "The eye o f the envious• ha~tcth• alter brcul, 
And naught b o n hi5 table. 

"[ \ good eye causcth bread to incrca,c 
And' t\ d1y fountain scndcth forth water' upon (hi,1 t:il,!c.]' 

If •Mr son, ' if thou possc~,cst aught, dn well tn thrsclf' 
1' And prosper to the best of thy power•·. • 

12 ~Remember that death tarricth not. 
Nor hath the decree of S heol bcrn told thee•. 

1.J llkforc tho u diest do ~ood to him that l<>Hth (llm·l, 
And d,i,; thou hast prn~pcrcd\ gi\e t\l him. 

pnrtion • 

n-n / 1/. · 1,ith 1nm' • ·•)! > •·-~ i~>I 'he do, th 1t not •,,ilhngly' 1!. 1i:nomn1er cl non ,·oltn, fa,i1 

q-<1 ~ 'hcwilllook upo11 ' r-r~ > •;o 24~+ ·1olook' t/1/ outs' t'ln~ 'iOul' '\ 6 
~ · of him that ~tun1hlcth · /s ,t, •1111/IIN1: $ 4 ,,( .t fotd · , .,,, flt,'"/ I t ,,,,;,, 11/-t':II l~ , --~··: l,> :<"::.. ... ..E-1 

,_, S 'lo,tth his own rnul', sfl \ ' 248 Syro-llex· lli ',1ritrh 111• Ins ,oul' j!. <lc,n,,, um•um. t arrfa< n an,mam 

!\Uam Sn1111d If f'I haps r ;:hi 111 ,111,11d111.: JV ,.,,. .,. , rda11, ~• ,/1 rhl' , 1,,1d111/,.. i:.:·t: ::·:::~ 11 !(,1tl flj ,...,~;. ,:.:,,t:J 

._ "' / ,; . ' 1 he t'J~ of (h,m that hath) an t·\·il ,., c ''l/ yi "~) G "'1>tl .. A~o, '", ~,· , - - ~., j'J.' , u /ml, /,trli<J/•I 

r,prrsmls //,e r•U(1111>/ • (i • 1i,) tmious' ( = Jl• "" ,·,,/Ii) 1-1· C. > · lr t:, = J! • 1!. msrrts th, t,//, 
'Concerning well-doing. for dra1h 1amc1I, nol • /'/, Il,1til,n11111 1;1/11111d h,1 /1 ,,,:,,/ tlu 11,:M r,adm;: 
lrrrr. Jl S Serve thy soul, ancl if 1ho11 hast Li.e. I o,,r,sc,t au~h f. do "di to lll\sdf' ~ b /1/ ',\nd accord,n~ 

1othe(,mll1,,.po1\l·rJul 1liyha111l.m.1k~1l1_1,,·lif,1t ·,/1, 11,l,·1111:: /c,. ..... ~,-.,,1 .. ,, •.. ~ ....... f,w, -·"'"i'• :,, ' 
i:.,r1wra11r, ef /Ju .flt·/.1 '11' ,;//(I/II htrt r-r /,, tht //,,l,r/,1111,ur J:1/mu,I. 1·,.,,~1,, 54 :1., lhz t•tr ·, 11 111,,/,J ll:.111 

• For in ~heol thcrc is no ddigh1, .tnd d,·ath hath nu l.lrr)ini: .tntl ,r tl11>u ,a,·, I "•II g1,c rest tom,· sons. t 1c 
decree c,f (lit. in) Sheol ,'110 WIii cln r.u, (ii) unto thf<' '' ,t ,I f ,1 .,c, or,hn:.: 10 lh< linclmg of tin· hm,I ', 

6. None is worse ... Cp. Prov. l<i, 1;. 
tha t is evil to . . (;•that is grudi;,ng 10 h1m~t1r·. cp. lJrut. ""·i ,. 54, ;r Sept (S111e-idJ. 
is in himself C, • 1s thi .. ' , i.e. h<·ing c\JI tn h1s O\\ n c.oul, \\ hich duc:s not f :ly br ... ? < ut thr force-{!( ll 

i· ·1 hl· om1-.~1on of this :rnd th· nt·,t H·r-•t• in Jtt h pt·rh.q,-.. 1,ul~ .,<;, ult nt.,1: ~ 11 -. th 11~.,:!1 pr,• ,'l!} · f•1..- } 
rendt-\n•d ,·,\11<1 if by l h.1n1 c he llorth g-1wftl , 1t 1~ hy 1ni:--t.,kt· .. ind it tla· t, ... ~ Jw \\ ll .... ,. h1 .. ,,,, k,tl.11· ... ~ 1. It•·•• 
in }!1 can be accounted for br the ~imil,,r bq;innini; nf t"I l ).'i1 and 8 1:iyil: 1hc I>< ~inning of, .. 5 1t'<1,,nd 1hr rn,I 
of 1•. 6 t lnY"" ) may also h:we tended 10 confuse thmgs. 

in forgetfulness. i.e. nnt nf S<·t purpose. 
A nd at the last. .. In spite of the ;1pp.1rcnt good dnnc in lori;~1fulnr, , hos true n.,turr 15 sur< In•,., rr,r:1led 

ultimately and seen of ;111 the world 
8. U1at envicth with his eye. <... p. ':''. 6, wh~n t'r us1. s the ~amr word 10 ,'1,,,,•n1•0r.1• I. 

despising men. i,r,1m1,w •. ~" \'"· ~111l·nrl ,H,ultl rc:nf ~-:r.,, .. ,, .. ,1 ,J,, ,,·.,. ; ... " •. i •. 1:, 'he ,t,~r i .. C",idrnt\ un 
1
.-. 

describe 1he harm done to the envious man himself: cp. thr ,econd clause in 1 •·• <,, ;, 9, ro. 
9. Jn the eye of.. ('i •A n1,c10L1, m.1n·, qt.· 1"' nt1t s.l11,1wtl ,,uh hi~ fHHtinu· • 

destroyeth his own portion. ~c.·<' rnt1cal uotL·. \\.uh (i cp. ~um. \I.'" .. '1 t n,I\\ unr ,ou , .. dru.·,1 u~. 1
• 

1hcrc is no more rnjnyment of good thini:s; .,nd P, ,c,ii. r 5 16 1n llcur.l 
10 . The eye of the envious. Ste criti'"I note. . 

hasteth. The li-febr runt ~·1,.· tp. ~x\l. lx\'~i\.] 1r,) ml..tn~ to pounrt" ..:1rrd1fy upon ~mrthn1g. cp t 4-i..lm !IC.I\" ... ~: 

{{,f ri), :'t'.\' , 19, ,:\,·. 14 f proh.tl>ly forrupt I: thu,t· arc th<' ,,nly 01 t..urrcn~e, ul the ,t:rh in tl1r '>, I.: thC' colt noun C • 
• birds n ( prey• 0<:curs more often, Jer. ,i,. 9, .\.c. The picture is that r,( ., bird of prey _d.tr11ni: upon ,u 1pml. 

A nd naught is on.,. 6 <ui i.>..Xur,1, , ·11, r,,~ T1111t:•(,1\ ,11°1"01. \hh1111:,:h th1. uu .. «•r 1 .. t"\t'r ,:r ,~pm.,:. he ha~ n.,u,Ji• 
tn show for it. 

A good eye. For the expression cp. nx,· S (- x't'<i. 10\; l'rov .,;;_ 9: l'itqr Aktll ,·. 'l<J. 
A dry fountain ... lhis ,t:(•m<. to he,\ qm1t.1t1nn. 1"11t." hr.u J...ttrcl 11 n1•r" ,\rt> H'C md.n~ -1.,C'nnt ·,.,: to ~me ... ' 

11. See critical notes . 
do well t o thyself. Cp. pg, xtix. 18. 

12. the decree. pn , i.e. that which has been det,nnincd,cp. xii 
13. aa thou hast proapered . . Cp. I.~,·. v. Ir. 

If,-' I 



SIRACI-1 14. 14-2i 

llA , 4 • Refrain not from the joy oft he present•, 
• ',\nd let n1t the po1tion ofa good desire pass thee by'. 
~A 1,; "'ilt thou not leave thy wealth to another, 

And thy labour to them that cast the lot? 
16 Gi\'c and take: yea, indulge thy soul, 

':r11b1i1 54,1 • For in Sheol there is no delights. 
i; All flesh withcrt.:th' lil<c it ~arment, 

J!I' \nd the eh:rnal dccrc·c; is: 'Thou shalt surely die!' 
, s A~ the leaf that growcth on a luxuriant tree, 

One fadcth, and another sproutcth , 
•.so (arc\ the i::cn~ratiuns of flesh anJ blood, 

One die th. and another flourishcthl ; 
19 All hi~ wurks 11 ill surely deca), 

.\nd the labour of his hands followeth after him. 

(a) XJ\ ". ~o .. z,. The Blcssed11css t>f him w/10 seeks ll'isdom (= .j +4 di~lich~). 

20 Hk,sC'd (is) the mi'ln that mcditatcthk on 1 \Visdom n, 
And that gi\'eth heed m to understanding, 

21 Th~t dircctcth" his heart upon her ways 
, \ml giveth heed unto her paths• ; 

,111rl111, ,,,,~•:,!)/ r 1\l1!ll,i e-e Ld. '\\'ithdraw not (thyself) from tbe good things or a day' r-r :11, u·l,1'.·l, 
f r rrnupt, ,, tds • • :\nd upon the portion of a brother tresp1ss not•: n~ (' brother ) i°J ,1 rorr11ptio11 ef mx 
(·desire '): J1~ (' g-oo<l ') ,hoult!. OflOl'd111.:: lo \li , l,e adJ,d; /11,. ,J)I in llu wm 111 uutl 1i1 t!:i rj,. ]er. xiii. z 4, 

lsa. xx1x. 5. S > · J.!I S + 'And an evil desire, de,,rc not', a gloss, wh,, h, h,,m ''" • sho"'' that 6 hos tra,n·td 
llu ror11r! 1t11du1i1.t: ~-Till' For in Sheol 1herc is no seeking of delii::ht (= 6); but all (that i,) filling to do, 
do in the ,ight of God'; /lu adJi/1011 ir dll( lo th, de•1u lo /011, duu'II 1hr jl1j,j,m1! smltmml '!f llie ,nu. ;!, > flu 

.tt,Mld d,111,, tut /1<1s Ifie otldt/1011 h /.If. 'wears out• i-i /11 !ht Talmud, E,11bi11 :;4 a, Iha /1111,rs ar, quoted 
lhus 'th~ ,ons of men are like ihe herb, of the field, !,()me flourish (lit. • sp.irkle ') others fade J L,I. 
• ripencth '. Al 1/u aid :f llu t'. ~.,3 Syro-IIex +' (It is) bJ the decree of the LorJ' k x'-" 70 z48 253 
P'•"'J"" { = J!l), .$ $yro I le~. e:i (-r,/\u,r?uu) ts re, rnpl I Lit. •in' 11 Jl. + Fl in sensu suo cogi1al.J1 
circumspectionem dd m L,~. 'that hath respect n Lil. ~cttcth · o Rtad111g ,'1'/11:::•n, ( = .S) 

14. Src critic.11 notl'S, 
15. W,lt thou not leave ... Cp. l's. xlix. 6-11, 17. Therefore \\h)' nOt cnJO}" n \\hile )'OU ha,e 11' 

to them lhat cast the lot. 'In Palestine brothers d" ided their patrimony b) lot as late as, and probably much 
later than, the second century· (Bab.I B,1/ltra 1o6 b (T. 13.); see J 1:., \'i1i. 188 ,1). 

16. indulge thy soul. Cp. l'ro, xxix. 21. 
17 wlthereth like... Cp. Jo\J xiii. 21; l's. cii. 26 (Sept.), Is. I. 9, I,. 6. 

Thou shall surely die. 6 'Thou shalt die the de.1th'; cp. Cen. ii. r 7 (Sept.}, iu. 19. The I !ebr. root )11l occurs 
mainl)· in the poetical boob of the 0. T . 

18 As the leaf. . . The two first chuses of thi~ vcr,c arc quoted in Erubin 54 11 (sec crit. notes abo1·e); cp. Is. 
:<XXi\', 4, xl. 6, 8; I Pct. i. 24. 

a luxuriant tree. ~ 'a thick tree', cp. Deut. ~ii. z, "'\:c. 
One fadeth . . . (i ' Some 11 sheddt:th, and some it maketh to gro\\ '. 
So are, Ule.. . Thi, .rnd the next clause were inad\'crttnll) omittt:d in t he te\t of ill ; they arc added in the 

mari in. 

flesh and blood!. c,, ,t.:·J ( .. uove cn1 orµ,,, also in the or<ler nrµa .cal t1ripf; cp. X\ ai. 3 1 ; Matt. X\'l, 17; I Cor. 
x,· 50 ; I ,al. 1. 16) do not occur in the Q.T., but is frequcni m Rabbinical writings; 'the writers use thi, form of speech 
mlin11e time<. ar ct by it oppose me11 to God' (Lightfoot, l/or,1t Ht/Jr. ,t Tt1lm. [Gandell's ed.], i,. 234). 

llourisheth Lil. 'ripens', used of the I riprn1ng gmpc' in ls. x1•i1i. 6; cp. 1 K,ngsxi. ~o. 11:i • i, bom·. In JI! there 
is add,:d n•,n~ 1~ ('so h [their] I.Iller end'); see Co"lcy inJQ!-.', xii. 110. 

19. All his works ..• (;' Ever)' work rollclh and fade1h away'. S , in order to tone dO\,n this r,llher pessimistic 
note, ,ul,;tilulc- 'All bis works shall bo prove<! before llim' (i.e. God). 

will surelr decay. Cp. Is. xi. 20, where this word (J;rt) is used of a tree rolling, and Prov. x. 7, "here it is used 
in rcCercnce to tht name of the wicked'. 

And lhe labour... Just ns man perishes and is forgotten, so it is with his works (cp. Job xxi. 13; John xii. 19); 
contrast with thi: thought Re,. Xi\' 13. I?:, • And the worker thereof shall depart with II' • 

• \IV. 20 X\' J. 23. 'fhe general theme of this di"ision is Divine retribution, It contains si. subsections. 
(a) XI\ .0-27. 
zo. that meditatetb 

that giveth hcc,d . . 
'ho~y things·. 

See critic.,! note. Cp. vi. 37, I. 28; Ps. cxix.1 5, 23,148. 
~ p. l's. cxix. 1 1 7; Q;i ',\nd that shall discour~e by h,s understanding '; so.ne cursives add 
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SIRACI I 14. 22-15 .. , 

n Going forth after her like a spy, 
lie loo~cth stealthily upon'' her enterings-in''· 

23 [ Blessed ,s he) that pccreth mto he, "1ndo", 
And hcarkeneth al her doors; 

24 \Vho encampeth 1ound about her house. 
And fixeth h is peg, into her \\'.tll · 

25 '"'ho pitcheth• his tent 'close bcsid~ he, 1 r 
1\nd ?welleth !n a goodly d11ellin)'.!; ' 

26 And bu1ldeth• J11s nest' in her foli.t"C 
And lodgcth amonl!' her l>ranchls" ' 

27 Seeking refuge from the hcat in her ~ha<lc. 
I le dwdleth within her habitatiom. 

(b) X\'. 1 10. //,, .. ll 1sd,111 is tuh·afl,1111rd(= z-t ~+::-11+:: cli,1icl1s). 

For• he that fcarcth the Lord doclh thi, 
And he that taketh hold of the L.111 fi;,dtlh her. 

z And she will meet him as a mother 
And as a youthful \\'ife \\'Ill she receive him 

3 And she will feed _him with the bread 1,f undci'st~nclini:-, 
1\nd 11111 give lmn th, \\'i\lers of k11011 ledge h to drink. 

1, Rtad111.t: ;3' /ar ;.:J, •,-Jiuh /ht 1c11u ,l, 111,1nrl.r 

· stretcbcth out' t / ,I. · upo11 1·, r h,lli<1 ' 
a, 1•::i • hi, children ' 

l q:;::. > b .ll,J1d1i~ .. : i1),~n 111,1 ,,ti ,/ ,s,Jn 

41 (f. B UITO-(U': 

11 / //. '~Clk1.h' 'CJ l lnhJrcn '. m.-s,,,, ,, ,:.., 
. /.,,. 

Ii, nest') 

31 That. directeth , . Lp. \XI. 1; Ii. x••i. -i... ...... • ,h·1i. /. \:, • 111 thal C"n>1dcn lh her w,,y'I I"\ his hr:1n · 
. And g1vcU1 heed unto . tr. 'And lie_ h.11l t.1ke kn,llllcdi;, of lie, h,d,JlJ. Lhrngs , cp. ,.. 16 ,, ::, :u:ux 3,;-. 

1•,rvL· AbtUh, 1. I : • . ... and the) rc\c.al to h11n the stcrcts, f tht. T,,rah.' 
22 .• Going forth .. . He looketb stealthily. l."i rrnd,rs I, ·th nrl.is in tht 11np<t,1t1H 

hke a spy. l f. 2 ~;un. x. 3, l".i ,I' nnt tha· tr.1cl.:cth (.:., :1,n .. ,,J. u,ini; the mcl~plonr of:1 hu11!rr. 
H~ lookcth stealthily._ t p. l'ro, 1i11. 4 \!', htth m 11.1it •• cr,n11numg t~c mctapbor of., hunter. 

~3- into her ,v1ndo,v. C.:p. X:\I 23 !-long oJ ~c.nh$ 11. c.,. 
al her doors. Cp. Ii 19 : l'rO\ , i11. 34. 

~4. encampeili. Cp. i,. 13. 15 ifi 'lod,:•·th •. 
his pegs. Th<' s;iml' llcl,r. "oro ts m Jud,:es '- z6. 

25. And dwellcth... Lp. l'ro, 1 3. 
e6. his nest. !:>cc critical not,-. 

in her foliage. Lp. l's. ri,. 11. (; •under her sl,dter •. 
lodgelh among. ifi 'shall rest under • 

z;. Seeking refuge .. . ifi · By la, he ,h.111 he rmtn·d frnm heat (cp. l.cclcs."' 12), 1nd shall 'odgc m her i:lor)·' 
(cp. Is.'"' 5 (.J. 

(bJ :\\. l 10, 
:\\ 1. For. \\ ron1:l)'<lt11ittrdbi(o.s11r.c1his.111t:1htlull1111111i:1t1,1,.m,111.ml!t1!11nh11ltJlha,p11 cul. th" 

way in \\hich men should ,eek \\'i,dnm 1s nnw lollo\\CU by a dc,cr1p1ion of thr reception :iccord,d 1,, those "·hn 
fand her. 

doeth this. Referring t,, "h"t ha preceded. 
he that taketh hold of.. 1.,,,n :.:-·::,n; \.:fl, h:r. 11.l'i-, ,,hl·tc l1Jur ,,111cu, ,lit ,nmm11h1· •. 1r. ,,n.;: \lih It 1h i" 11ne. 

\ it. pric:-.ts, (;1,,)·<:rs. rulc1s, propl11.:t~ ~ thl' ~l'Ctlnd ;.f tht.:Sc l° h.1ml:cu•c,.,I 1,tl' I.a,, 'It 11m: l•• l,t &c1.hn1 ~JI~ L11 •\IU ,o ~he: 
Sl.rlht'S ( • Soph<:rim ', cp. xxx,·ui. 1..J \.\.XIX, It I; m till ;\, T. ;,,,,,.uHrtu .. md. 111nrf!' 1,ut:ly, , .. .,.,,. , 1 '\l,t t. >..X ,. :;; • 

Luke vii. 30, x. -is, xi. 45 ff., >.it. 3) or J•JJP~131jtrKt1AQr (Lukt· "· 17: Acts' 34; I Tm,. i. ,,~ tht)' \\CIC th~ v.ho 
n~c.up1cd thcm:>t.:ln·s \\ 1th the ~tut:) ,mU h:.u.:hioh i:,f t ht: -:,,1c1 i:J ~' 11p!urc:., tllhl ,IJO\l: :.II, \\Hh the l ;&\\ 

the Law. The 1110::it impurl.1nt JH1int ab••ut Bcn-!•11r,t'') tt·,tdnn.: re.!:·" h11~ lht I .1\, h rh,1 h1 11
1
c.:nt.1,ef 1. \\1th 

\\"isdom; but the 11ay in 11hilh 11,1, i<ll'nllliclliun 1s t.1kcn f11r ,.:tcrnlnl )!111>1, tli.,t liu,·:.11.1 i. 1111, ,,,n"m,: ;i 11n1 1_r1,1I. 
but one "hich in his tim• h~d alrcad)· become gcner.111)' acce;ltcd; cp. I he following pass.,i;es: 1. 2(,, xix :o, n1, 11, 
).Xh-. :3, XX.XI\', ((i xxxi..) 8. 

findeth her. 1.c. \\ isdom; ;,;~,,· is more stnctly • s!lall a1tain hrr' or' o,<rtakc ', as in Judi;cs xx H· 
=. •••• as a mother. ·1 he ~.,me t·omp.,ri:-cin .') ... :i., d 11: re.It-nu t' 11 J.llht h III h. :\.Ii:\. 1.,. 1;. 

a youthful wife. Sec the same c.-xpres~ion in l'ro\•. v I ft • ,l )'Oung: wife'; e"i ')1.'' ;, tto, ~o,1,u, cp. Pro, \ 11 • .a, S , 
Jer. iii. 4 , Joel i. 8 (sec 5cpL. m CiiCh ca~c): cp. also\\ 1,d, ,n. 8. 

will she receive him. \\'ith J1I cp. 1 l'hron. ~,i. 16. 
3. bread of understanding. C.p. l'rov. i<. 5. , 

watersofknowl~dge. (i ,"'..&,,1, ""qi/m. In tht> 1.ncr J"·,\i:ilt l1hr.1tu1c the •,,.,·1.:r' .Hhl 't,a:id. ,,r1hc l1r3h ar, 
often rdt:rred to; e.g. in ,\/"1/,l,i1t/1 1:0,c c I'. IL thL· wnr_ds c.,f ls. 111. 1. ·1~1l· "hot<: 11-t.,) ur hu:.,tl. ,nt• t'>.plunul a 
re!fcrring tt> the Torah : in the :"t,l 1clr.1"h /,'1.·rol1iti1 N.t/,/, ,. § h'.\ tto < ,tn. '.\X.\ 111. :01. 11 1s faut th.,l thl· proS\ l~ tc- in.,~ rind 
in l$racl 'the b:<·~d of the Tor.,h ·. Ill the ~l,dra,h .,/,,, N,,N,11. 4 II 10 ,.11 I: · ,\, 1rn1c1 rdrnhl'l< the 11\ld), fU due, 
the Torah refresh the 5oul.' 



SIRACH l.'5. 4-13 

:11" -1 And he that ~tareth upon her will not fall, 
Nor bhall he that lrustcth in her be a~hamed: 

5 And she will exalt him above has neighbour, 
And will open his mouth in the midst of the assembly. 

ti JO)' and gladness ,hall he find, 
1\nd she "ill make him inherit :tn everlasting name. 

; •l'ngodly men• shall not obtain her. 
,\nd the arrogant shall not look upon her. 

8 Far from the mockers is she, 
And liars do not think of her. 

9 l'raised is not sl'cmh in the month c,f the \dckccl, 
I or it hath not uecn apportioned •to him• by God. 

10 In the mouth of the 11 i•c praise i~ uttered, 
'\nd 'he "ho is might)' with her shall Leach her. 

le) X\". I I zo. 011 J,rrr-,,·ill (= ;: + 1 + z + z + z + I distich") 

t 1 ~ar not : • From God is mr transgrcs:,ion. 
For that" hich I le hateth maue He not. 

1:: Say not: • (It isl I le that made me to stumble,' 
For there is no need of ~evil men•. 

11 I vii and .ihominalion doth the Lord hale, 
.\ncl ••lie doth not let it come nigh tn them•" that fear llim. 

c - <" 1.:1. 'men of f.\h,d1()od' 11 ~ • \\i~dom' 
~ • I •I m,·11 of , 1olt-11<·~ ·, cp. 1!. homi1w, 1mpii · 

• -o e;; > ,.w 70 106 , ~!! r I I.ii. 'lie whn rulcth' 
~~ '" I.ti. • he doth not c~usc i l to encounter them ' 

4 he that s t ayet h upon her On 1hc other hand, in l's.~, iii. 18 Jahnh is man's stay. 
5. she will exalt him. Cp. /'/19, 1/mt/, "· 1. \\here 11 is said: '.\nd 11 (the Torah) m.ign,rics him and exalts him 

on'.r all 1hin~s '; cp. also Sirach 1,•. 1 J 

will open his mouth. In order 1h;u he mai teach. 
,n the m idst of t he assembly. (p. xxi. 17: l'rm. xxi,. 7. The reJcrrncc is probably to 1hose 1-,,athcrcd togc1her 

for msirunion in the temple. (or,'" FricdlJnder h:" sho"n 1Sy11"J:l'lr~ "'"' Kirtlu 1111hr111 A1!fw~irm), the synagogue 
d,d not exist ,n l'al1:s11nc until the l:illcr h«lf of the second centUJ)' B,C, 

6. (i 'Joy and a cro"n ot gladnes~ ,md an e,erl.asung name shall he inherit'; for 'crown• cp. 1. 9, \'i, 31. 
an everlast ing name. l p. Is. h1. 3, "here, hm,e,er, this 1s gn·en by (;O<I, 

;. Ungodly men It. Fnoli,h men'. J!! Nl~' ·no, cp. Job xi. 11: l's. xn,. 4; l!. homines stuhi. 
the arrogant. r. 'liMs . }ll ·nr ·~·:N , cp. Jer. xliii. 2. 

S. the mockers. l1'i 'pnclr : qi. 1-.th 'the proud· 1 he 'mocker;' ,,re 1he cynical free·thinkers to whom wisdom, 
;is n,ntainrd in th<· l.:rn, ,, foolishnt,, , , p. xi, 6. 

do not think of her Cp. X~I\·. zo. 
9. This .1nrl 1he ne" ,erse brlon~ to "hat has prtccded, but turm. at the same 1,me, an introcluc1ion to what follows. 

seemly ;ins;. cp. P,. x"oii. 1. nhii. 1 (S1nendl. 
apportioned. 41'i ·sent· lp. l!. fJuonrnrn a deo profect~ est sap1rnua. 

10. In the mout h of.. ll'i • For praise shall be sp(lken in wisdom'. lp. ii. :9: Pro,. xi. 9. 
And he who is mighty . . ti ('111 ,, ct>ptn~ ci:-o!W'1u ,,;.,.ur, bur, as the rendcrmg of 1L shows(' Et dominaror dabit 

Pam illi '), thi~ i'S a corruption nf 1t11i /, .-:,·,11fl(1>11 ~WO u nl:-r~, \\ hich is much nearer to J.! ; oVT'?J must oric:inall) ha\l~ been 
niT,11' Cp. ~,au. vii. 29. 

1 ·l X\ 11 :o. Cp. ""h this pa.ssagc James i. 13r. 
11 From God is my transgression. e:i • Through the lord I fell ,1w~> ·. 

that which He hateth made H e not . 15 · For 1hou shall not do the thin~s that He hatc1h •• a misunders1nncl1nl{ 
or the point in l!l Thr reference is probably 10 1he Ya,r ha-m' (1he • E\"il Tendcncr') which. according 10 the tut, 
w.,, ... , 1dent:) hda·,ed hy ,omt' to ha,e hccn cre:t.te<l by Cod, a belief \\hich is reflected in Inter Rabbrn1cal wr1tinl{S1 
e g. rJiN111J1i11 .30~ (T.11.) : • I I God) created :in e,•il tendeney ( YNtr ltc1-n1'): I created for hin, Ii. e. for mnn, in nrder 
to ruuntn.u t thi ... t t lu.- l a,, ,ti!; a mean ... nf httahnR ": and in lltralrillt R~1/J/la, ~ :c;:c;\·ii (10 Cen. ,·i. 6>. l<abhi 1 bn expla11ls 
the tut to mean: · It repen1eth \le for hadng crea1ed in him 1i.e. in n,an) the e\'il tendency: if I had not created it 
in h,m. lw "ould not ha,c rebdlccl against Me.' ln earlier days, too, it was belie,ed that God was the cause of sm; 
~ee 2 ~-,m x i• 1; Jrr i. 21: E1<~k. iii '20, 

1:. Say not. "'>::Nn '!l i.e.' lly no means Sa) •• '; cp. Is. xxx,i. r8 (Sn1end1. 
stumble. (i err·. 
evil men. 6 · a sinful man' \\ uh the" hole ,ersc cp. Job nii 2 ff 

J 3. Evil and abomioatioo. {i • c,·ery a.bomination '. 
He doth not let 1t come nigh. (. 0t'•1< (,n-u- ,i")'<nT'JT•;,, should be en1cnded to . . ftr.u...,.,,,.c.i,• ( Knabcnbauer). 

q. God e:;' He him,<"lf. 
cceated man. . s,n,c man w.1> created by C ;nd he cannot ha,·e been bad from the beginning; the teaching her<" 

irnplit!d "it·t·m"' tn 1,.. th;1.t man Dt"r;11m· h:ut hccau'!iC- he followed his e\'il inclin,tt1on: contrast, howe,·er, •cc:xii1. (e!i xxxvi.) 
3;0 



'-;lR,\U I J ,j, I~ 16 . ., 

JI' 1 ~ Gud created man from the ucginning, 
h And placld him in the lund of his l ·, r 

16 

1.; If thou {,o) desire:.t, thou can,t htp the ·ommandmcnt 
l A nd (it 1s) w1sdo111k tu do 11,, ~o,>d ple,1~111el. ' 

16 Pomcd out befon thee (.ire) fire anJ water, 
Stn.tch forth thine hand unto th,11 11 hidt thou dc~ircst. 

1 ; J.,fc and <.lc,,th 1 (an:1 before man, 
T hat 11 luch he dcsireth shall be ;.:i1•c11 to him 

18 Sufficient 1s the wisdom ol the Lord, 
( He is) might} 111 powt:r, .rnd ,ecth all thin,!,, 

19 J\nd the eye~ of God Ld1o)d tu, "nrks, 
J\ nd 11 C k 1101\ Cl h CVt:r}' dc1;d Of m Ill, 

20 I I e commanded nu man to ,111 
~ or gave :,tn:ng:th to men uf lie,'" 

(dJ X\' I. 1 ;;. ll1t l Ms, ,f .,in/11/ l h,ld,m ( = 1 + l + 1 .,. 1 di,tich~). 
1 a Desire not the sight' of unprofit<1blc ,on,, 

\ nd delight not in corrupt d1ild1cn; 
z Yea. and if the}· ':ire fr1111fol • exult nut because of them 

If they ha1.: 110 fc:ir of the I .ord. 
3 Tru~t not thou in their life, 

J :'\or rely on their •ent1••1 • 

L Jl! '""' th, f~llu1t·111' ,:/,,ss• \rnl 1eh,cu·d 111111 11110 the lo.ind of 1111>1 tint •pu,lc1I, lam , ,1/./. IJ, ,I 111,11/ 

/'"/>' " i / 1/, j!;l\c • J J !> > . )\I;!, • .,nd ,r lhou tru,t 111 lun,, uf ~ tru1h (/,/ C\t n) :huu ,1,alt hw' 
k I.ii.' un<l,•"tamhng' l ]!. + ~ood and,, I "' Jl ..-//1 g/,, J And I I~ h 1111 1,0 mcrc1 on lo m 11,11 
t·ommn1e1h fal!>thood (ht. <lo,:th ,.1n11, ), 1,or on him th t rncaltlh ~c,r ·t•' :: + • .\n,I 11 ~ml roo ,o 1hc w1, of 
llc,h 1hat the) ~hould 5111. and I h· 11.111, no mcrcJ on 1lwnt 1lu1 to1111>1>I 111,d,ooil' 

'' l!. l111s lk Ill/, 'Cunce, mng tmi;:o,tf) clnl,ln·n' t, / 11. 'l.e~u11 '. (i ;5 • mulutu,le' • c 6:: 
'mulupl)' ,1~1 .$ And uu,t nut 1h.11 1h..:rc will t1<, a ::011,I rnd for them' """'6 ' 1,1.tec' N .\ \" ;5 15:; 
~415 233 z51 ",HO·llc~ !:-ah •111uh1tu,lc'; J!! + fir .~/,,.. lur 1he·t: 11, not be tor 1hun .1 cull end ic~• 
+ f1TflflEcc 'Y'''' ,,,,e .. IIWJIW ,cm ,fttj.u,q .. UtTW~ 01,:t1'fA11n1• 'Y~W'1fT(1& 

14. 1; Yt'ftl" i~ here u~cd in .. t ncutrJI ,cn,t (.1lmo:o,.l t·qu1\ dent to t, 1c, •\\ 11! an v. luch l,1)· lht po,\.tr c,( d mg nght ur 
wrun;:. the 011gm of C\ ii 1:-.1 tht:rtf,m.::, m thi~ pa~-...-i};e, tr.ucd tu nun: 4..µ. xx-.. z4: \\ ,~d :t.:11 11: .; l 1dr.1s I\. :c,- 11. 
A liter ,cnbe, realizm~ the d1tlicuhy which could~,. urg<"d, 1h;1: ;,, 1h, (.n ,tor ol all 1h1ni:s l,od must h.1>~ crca1cd lht' 
Yt'ftr \\ 1th its tendency lot., al a~ ,,t:H ,l!t to 100<1, ,1.dt!t:«t the glo,, th ll 1,oJ d, .1\ 1 red m.1n itom }us ~rrnltr {l c !:,at m, 
!'-tC critiLal noteJ: cp. l._ 19. '1 his later ,crib", m hi=, turn. hm~chr, du.I not n.:Jht•. that the,: J1fficuh)· '\UII re- .unc<I 

Ye¥!r. Cp. ).X\H. 6. XXX\11, 3 (i w1n{).,nJ 
15. If thou (so J det1ire~t In th» and the two ne,t Hr cs 1!1t· norm,· Jc1"$h doctnnc d I 1ce woll • "~ 

illustr.1ted; it 1s charactcr1suc of this that d1, me g-r .. 1;ce occup1t: ., rd,Jt1,d)· subc,rdm:tte t osH11111, 

the commandment . ,m":l ,.e .. my prcrc1>1 vi lh<: I·'"; tht ~,·epini: , t<~·i: uf st.ch > rcd.uncd as M mer Cp. 
:\. 19, :\:cu1. {tli :C:X\.\'.) ZJ, x, ,.\"i. 12, xh. ; 

1 
Pro, 'XIX, 6, LC'd(·"> ,111. S· 

And (it is) wisdom . (i • \nd faithfulnes, 11 isJ '" dn ilhs i,;o~d plt•.i.u1P, cp I ro, x ,. ll, for ;,Ji:;, 
ll undcbuncling 1 1 it 1s 1><-·1h;ip· hutcr to u·.,d i"'?'·":~ 1 1.uwruttw ...... •. tn,1,1\, ... ~ (i. l01 t 1 1, 1h1 1 n , 11 It. '-' l 

whtch cp. llab. i1. 4; set'" criu, ;11 note I; cp. 1L • J·.t m ptrpetuum tidi:m pl,,ut:1m taccrc ·. 
16. Poured out befo re thee 6 ' I le 1t.111t ,et hefnn· thrt• · 

fire and water Curr,·spon, on~ to 'life and death' m <. I; ; oppos,ni: demtnl>, q>. l.1i;li1 Jnd ,.!Jrkncu -
(;ood and evil. T'or the synonym 'I· ore• for• Coc1<! ', apµhcd 10 • ,od. , p. I >cul ,, .. =~ . 

17. L ife and death. \\ ith 1he addouon ofl!. sec cr11>c.1l no1eJ cp. llrnt "'· 1.1. 19 ""' aho Jc, ~11 If. 
ml!. Sufficient ,s.. ,.,,. \,od I.nm,, wh.11 e,,ch man chooses, q,. ,Ii,. 17. (; • 1,,c.11,.., .' 

tH e is l mighty in powc:r 1. t:. It lw:• \\ttlun 111:. po,\, r to l•l< 11,i, 11 1• ,e \\l1111.l11,,, ... c th..: t' I.. mi tn rt:\\.&rJ tlu ~ 
w l\n c hoosc the gf)(\(l. 

and seeth all things. Cp. I', xni11. n 15. 
19. And the eyes of God ... ii \rut tt, ... ,)t""'·"t' t,pon tht·m th.11 f,.,.r ll1m'. cp. Pl'> lx,i1. 1S, \\~i, tO. 

And H e knoweth everv deed .. l p. /'011, 1/i.•tl, 1, \I • lh• , ... th1• lr.~a tr. i111J lie thie I n.ator. 1tnd ltr tbt· 
dis.co,·erer .•. • : cp. l's. xx:xii,. t 5-

:0. to sin. {; 'to he unkudl) · t.i1r,.~,.,.1. 
nor gave strength. lG • .\utl lie ).:.,lH no t1l.\l\ Lt-cnu· to~ :i • I ,,r rlu.: ,al1JitiPn ,n 1.t ~n.: uui,~.t n ... t«:, 

I di X \'l. 1-5. 
X\'l. 1. Desire not. . . (.p. xl,i. 12. 

sight. it; •multitude·, anticipatong , •. 2. 
unprofitable son,i;. Lil. • vain youths·. (. p. Pho lemon 1 1 

2. IC they have • • • G • Except 1he fear of 1hc Lord br "llh th<11t '. . 
3. Trust not lhou . . tor tlu· ,e,1'.'(111 tlH\t It our ,udd(·nlr 1 ,,mC" to :in <"nd cp. Jnh ,i:1,· !..: 

on their end. For 1hc llebr. word ::i;,)I in 1he unusual !.en>t of 'end' cp. r,. 01x. 33. 11:. 1',,s..,bl) th,· "''"t,. 
to be unden,tood in 1he ,en!>l! "f • g.1in ·, J, m r,. x11. 11 I 11 in I kbr.) : l'ro1·. x~n. ~, 

.C ' 



S IRACH 16. 3-12 

JIIA For better is one' than a thousand•, 
/\nd to die childles, than h(to ha\'e)h a prcsumptuoui. posterity. 

4 From one thathh fcareth the Lord a city 1s peopled, 
But through a race of treacherous men it is desolated 1 • 

. ; i\lany things like these mine eye hath seen, 
.\nd mightier things than these mine ear hath heard. 

(,) X\'I. 6 14 . G,,,rs ngl,tal/ls ,,•milt agni11st tltt' /l'ickct!(= 1 +2+2+ 1 +2+2( +2] distichs). 

6 In the a"1.:mblv of the wicked a fire is kindled, 
/\nd in an a1;0,tate nation doth wrath b1u n. 

, I k fori.:avc not the princcsk or old, 
1 \\'ho n·vollcd ml in their nught. 

I! lie spared not "the pL1cc where Lot sojourned", 
\\'ho were an·ogant in tl,c1r pride; 

" :'\or did I le spare the nation accursed", 
Dispossessed because of their sin 1'. 

, o Thus ltlid it happen) to the six hundred thousand footmen, 
\\'ho \\Crc <le,,troyc<l in the arroganC)' of their heart q. 

1, \'ca and if there be one who is stiff-necked, 
,\ 111a1 vel it would be were he nol puni~hcJ. 

I or llH'"rcy and \\rath arc with l lim, 
JI(; forgi\cth and pardoneth, but 'upon the wicked li e causcth I !is wrath lo re~t '. 

, z As great as I lis mercy (is), so is llis chastisement•· 
( Each) man doth He juuge according to his works. 

I z~s + · righteou, ; N''·" + doing the will of 1bc Loni' (= JI! S): l!. + timcns deum ~ N "·" + 
• 1ran,~re"ors' 70 + • smners' 1!. + lilii 11npii b h Jt + 'one that hath manr unprofitable children 
and than' bb ill 'is cluldlcss (bu1)' i 218 +•quickly' k ('r 1!. 'i;:ia111s ·• I I ~ •"ho filled 
1!Jc world' m JI! + • of yore' ,,_,, S ' the inh.1bi1a111s of the cil)' of Loi' o 1< •·• + • the nalton 
of L'anaan' 1• N •·•+',\II the,c thing, did Ih· do to 1hc hard-hearted nations, nor was He :ippeased 
b) tl1<· multitude of Iii, holy 0111:s' • 55 70 z48 + • Chastising, ~ho,\ ing mere), smi1ing, healing. 
the Lord •·unr,le,I 1h1·m in 111,•rcy nnd in discipline' r-r S • puni~heih sins' • (i + ·great' 

4 that fearelb the Lord. ~ 'that hath understanding'; .$ '1ha1 foarcth t;od ', To ha,•c understanding and to 
fear the Lnrd are synonymous terms 111 the\\ 1sdom-Literature, cp. i. q: l'rov. i. 7, ix. 10; Ps. cxi. 10. 

But through . . • Cp. t ;en. xix. z,, 2.5. 6 'l\ut a race of wicked men shall be made desolate', misunderstanding 
1hc poi,t of Jl!. 

5 mightier things than . . . These arc enumerated in the l'crses that follow. 
1,, XVI. 6 14. 
6. a lire is kindled. Cp. l\ um. x,i. 35 for the thought, but probabl)' the reference is not specilicall>· lo this as 

in thl' enumcr.,tron of e,·cnl) in the succccdin~ \.Crscs the chronological ordtr is follo\,ed. 
an apostate nation. The same phr.,w in Is. x. 6. 

; He forgave not. l!'.i 'Ile wa~ 001 p.,ciried 1ownrd,' 
the princes of old ;/: 'the ancient kings•; Q'i follows the Sc-pt. of Gen. ,·i. 4, 'the giant>' of old time; cp. 

Num. '"· 21 31; \\'isd. xi,. 6: Judith xvi. 7: ll,1r. ii,. 26 ff.: 3 \lace. ii. 4; Enoch ,·ii. 2, ix. 9; Jubilees, .. i. 
Who revolted . . . l!. Oui dcs1ruct1 ,uni confidcntes suac v1rtuti. 

~ He spared not . . . lp. (,en. xi, 14. 
the place ... sojourned. 01' '1ll0 as in Job wiii. 19, 1';ll0:;J ; not as (; $. 
Who were arrogant, • • Cp. Ezck. xvi. 49: 3 .\lace. n. 5 (~mend), 6 • \\horn He abhorred for their pride', 

9. spare fi S 'l!. • pit)' • 
the nation accursed. i.c. Cana,u,, as Ne.• e>.plains correcll)' in an addnion. 6 'the people of perdi1ion '. 

10. to the six hundred thousand . • • <.:p. xh i. 8, and sec ~u,n. i,. zt · 11 is improbable, as the conleM shows, 
that tht· n·frrence is to 1 xod. xii. 3;. as Risse) 1hmks. 

destroyed. I .ii '1akcn awai '; (; • gathered tO)(elher' . ~ . . , , . 
,n the arrogancy of. . . ror the llcbre11 cp. Dcu1. ,. 43 ; ;;:, • because of their murmuring (cp. Num. x,v. 

I.:! 1. \'., • rn the ha..rdncs~ . • ', t.p. 1,. 11 

11 stiff-necked lp. I· xod. xu1i. 9, x,>1ii. 3, 5. and for l!:i Neh., ii, 51. 
A marvel. c1r;,n; 1hc noun (Aramaic) occur,. outside our book, only in Oan. iii. 32, 33, vi. 28. 
For mercy and wrath . . The .s;une clause a,<'. 6,· (ll! 15). 
He forgive:h . . . l!i for the whole clause, 'lie is might>' to forgive (~v,•Jn?• c'E,Xav,-.,,, cp. Ps. lxu,•i. 5, 

( \:'l;X 4 1 and pourl·th out "r2.tl: ' 
but upo11 the wicked , • • 'fht same clause a5 ,', 6 d ()!! e:; ). 

3i2 



SIRACII lG. 13-19 

.,, r3 The sinner shall not escape with his spoil, 

J\nd lie will not suO:cr the desire' of the rightcou~ to fail f()r ever, 
J.t. Every one that docth rightcou,ncss ~hall rccc:ive hi,i rcl\aru, 

, \ncJ every man shall fincJ• (his re\\,mll hcf.,rL' I li111, ,ICL•,ic.lin, 1" Iii, w1,ik, 
15 [''The L o rd hardened the he:trt of Pharaoh who knew llim nor" 

Whose works were manife,t under the heavens : ' 
16 H is mercies arc seen by alt ll is cre;1tion, 

,\nu H b li!:ht ,md I !is clarkn~ss hath lie. •'Pl'"rtitoncd t1tll•, th1: chtldrc·u .,f men.l• 

(f) XVI. I 7 .23. Jl/,ur"s i111~i;mjic,111r,· i11 tit,· sigltt of r:1, I ( = z + l + l + 1 distichs). 

17 Say no t , ' I am hidden from (,od, 
And 111 the height who will rc1m:mbcr me? 

I s hall not be noticed• among so illu,11 iuus a people, 
And what is my soul among the mass of the ,p1rits 1of ~II the cl11ldr1:n of mc11 1 > • 

r8 Behold the he,wcns and the heavens of the heav<:ns, 
And the deep, and the earth•. 

r9 • \Vhen He treadeth upon them they stancJ firm, 
And when I le visitcth them they t remble•. 

hYca, the bottoms oi the mountains. and the foundations of the 11orlcl, 
When He• looketh upon them th~y lr1:mblc greatlr. 

ll!;i S 'p:1.1iencc' u Rt(l(/111,: (,,f!,r 6 S) N\~'fi·r N~' ,. '(i > ( w ro<, oi ) • .S \r ": flu h ,,, ,r, 
7',7/'J "1lj'.tltght(./rom )I/ ~ R,,,Jwg (,tjl,rth ,1tr r r 10<,z1S ,111d .S 11:i~·~ ,,,, 1df::-.::.:: ('ll1 1 sm,.:) 
• l.l C ' remembered· > > 1G > • 70 ~4~ 101> i!. + •and all 1h,1t" them" • • D "''°" lie 
visueth them they an· shaken' L 248 111mls: • The "hole wor: I '"'' n•.l!le .111,I e,ci tcth, by 11,, "•'' 
• 70 248 the L ortl' 

12. according to his works. C p. w . 19, .1ml l'irq,• lfo,,//1 iii. 2 1 : • The 11·orl~ is, ut~ed by i:ncr; and «eryth,ni;: 
i, according to work.' 

13. lhe desire. Cp. Prov. x. z4, xi. 23 ; Ps. ex 11. 10, Smcnd, on rhc ba is of xh, . 10 t llclJr, ), emcpds 10 'h pc 
(nipn for n1Nn ). 

for ever. Omitted in 6 . 
14. Every one that ... to his works. 6 'I le will m:ikc room for c,·try wc,rk of mercy: each m•n s!ull t,nJ 

according to his works'. Conctmmg the effic.1c)· nf \\Urks, ~(" 111. 14, 31. '<i. 27, x~11. =~, .xx:.:-, 9 1 :u.l1. fl, 10, .. '<:c.: 
the Hebr. phrase npi-; i'1t:'ll 1s the technical one fnr full,lling 1hc commandments oi th~ L~,v (.11,t:r~tft), lien·',., 
foequently lays s tress on 1he need of thi,. though occ.~,ionally he hnds ,t neccss.,ry to u11cr" note of "•rrung, e.g. 
in v, S, 6, where he combats 1hc belid ih,11 any number uf ,m, ,·an be <:n111m111ed pronded th.11 ., •uffic1cnt number 
of good works are done to .ltone for 1he111 (cp. xuiv. 26[x.xi. ~1)1. The d.,n,:cr, f"orks •ssun ,ni; ,1 111echan1c . .t 
chnractcr became a more urgent one as time \\ent nn, M!'t: c.,; \1.itt. vii 15, z.7: It 1:s S,CL'n cl('arl)· also in the later 
Rabb1n1ca! literalure (for many rumples see \\cber,/utli.r,/r, n,,.,./,;~1,, rJ>. :79 tl.J, 1hou~h p3,s;1gcs m .,h, h the 
efficacy of works is bdlanced by te.tehmg on tlw neut nf ~r.1cc arc not \\anlm~. 

before Him. i. l'. in ll is (God's) sigh1. 
15, 16. These \·crses ,Lrc Jn'Vl.Mbly not 1111;.;1•litl, l,ui tl,ey muit h.l, .... ;.;ut illt•• tlu• t,·,1 .,t ,1111.1rly pt ,._,. it 1tu" ,re r,,untl 

in the Syriac and Arabic versions, as well as in two Creek cursi,cs. They bdoni: to the s--rondary rtcens,on c,r J/. 
15. The Lord hardened . . Cp. I:xod. 1x. 12 ff. 

under t he heavens. Cp. Lxod. v. z, xvii. 14; l>rut. ,x", 19, ~, i .. 1 J Jb . .ti J. 
16. the children of men. 11:i T'f' ,ibaµ,,..r,, a corruption for T<:> ,iJ 1µ 1 ciN~ ,. 

U) XVI. 17 23. 
17. l am hidden from God. Cp. l's. c,xsix. 7-12. 

noticed. Lit. • known ', i. c. rcco6nucd. 
among the mass ... (i I in a huumlli.s~ cw.,t1u11 ·: ~.i'.u!y.1, ,,ho ,qu,,u'.:) this ,cp,r .':ncnc'\, nmits 1 

01 .111 the 
children of men', which overloads the c!aus<', and is C\'idenily not ori~inal. . . 

18, 19. ' fhe "hole-hc;irtcd .1<knm,lrd~cnnn1 uf the""""" i:l"t) .,11 l Jkrn,r c1nl:11nc1l 1n lhc~•· ,er tS c.1nno1 he 
intended lo be ~poken by lhe ~uq,tir, in who:-.t· mouth th,·y \\uu~d :tou11d -.tr,rn~t': ll 1::, dear. t1J\ tht' utlu,;r haD<l, th.11 
·:,11• 20-z2 belong to the same :-pcnkl•r ,b 'i'. 1;. lt w11,dd seem th.,t t •• 1s, 11, h,,n• J:nl ou, of pl.1(c: tht·y ,.: ,ul 1 
come more appropriately aht..•r ,:,. ~3. ,,ht·rc, .dtt:r h,\\ 1 r~ rc.:lmkcd the ,.,.ept :c·s ''·•)· of 1hnlrn~. Bcn-~1ra utter:, his O\\ n 
confession of faith. 

16. the heavens of the heavens. Cp. Drut. :<. r.t ; I Kiogs dii. :7; 3 :'-I.ice. ii. I 5. , . 
the deep, aod the earth. ·1 he,e, \\llh th< h, ,l\t'r", 11r1H '" 111ak,· up I he unncrse, ,<cconhni: 101hcanc1cn1 ltriJrc,.-

conception. The• dtcp' 7d1om rep. Gen. ,·i. t !), i. e: the subterranc.tn .,b)SS of \\alcrs. 
19. treadetb. lit. 'cometh do"n ', cp. Ps. xnn. 8, ctv. 3z. 

And YlbenHe vi.sitelb ... 1,'!l 011cnh.,sth .. •cn,cof 'puni,h'; q,. I,.,. 10; Jtr. ix z-1 ilfrbr.): ,.j,h the 
\\ hole verse cp. 1·u1. ,..1 Palni,rdu, L<:\·1 iu. 9: 1 

\\ hen, dterct'orc. the L.ord louk1.·th u1 on .,II \.:'.rr.1rwn. the he,I\ en-> 
nnd the earth and the ab)•sses are shaken.' 

the bottoms of the mountains. Cp. Jon~h ii. 6 (llebr. 7); e:'i 'the mountains'. 
When He lookelh,. . Cp. l's. c1v. 32; Nahu,n 1. , . 

. {7.l 



SJRACll JG. '1.0-2i 

JII• zo 'In truth, unto me He will not have respect: 
A1td a~ fot my "'ay,, who will mark them?'' 

n If I sin. no eve bcholdcth it. 
Or if I dl.;I untruly in all secrecy. \\ho will know it> 

z2 •1My righteous d~aling, "hn dcclarelh it> 
,\nrt what hope (is thc1e) > for the decree is distant*d•.' 

z1 They that lack understanding think these things, 
And the man of folly thinkcth this. 

( 1) XVI. Z.j.-JO. I I 'isdo111 n.s Strll iu crrntio11 ( = z + z + 2 + ~ cl istichs). 

24 11 t'arken re unto me, and rceei,·e my "i,dom 
, \nd set your heart upon my words. 

2;; I \\'ill pnur out my spirit r by weight, 
\nd ~by mca~ure• will l declare my knowledge. 

2 6 \\'hen God created His works from the beginning, 
6 :\fter making thcm h He assigned them (their) portions'. 

27 I le ,ct in order Ilisk works for ever, 
'And their ::iuthority unto their generations 1. 

They hunger not, neither '"arc they weak"', 
,\ml they cease not from their works". 

"~ c ~ +•And accorcling a, a man asl.cth. bis eye shall see (his reward"): rp. ;·. 14 b ,1~1;:, > • Rt<u!1i1g 
jlM,'/•r ;,is~ (S111011/1 • 70 106 248 3!.. +•And the trying of all things is not until the end' f ~ 'words' 
•·• .S • m wisdom' h-h Jll 'Concerning thdr life': //11:, ,s all //,a/ ,r /,{I ef)l! ,,, !hr dalfst; i'I is wa11hi1g /rom 
/l(rt lo X\'ii,. 2.1 i .S • l:tws' k s :n '1hcir' (= .S l!.) 1-1 70 106 248: 'in JI ,~ hand are their 
h,·gmnini;:s from gencrauon lo generation' n,-,n So N . 6 ' do the) labour' : 70 1 06 ? 48 + • m I !is worl..s' : 
$ tlo the~ hbo11r,' + 'nor are they weary' ".S stren(lth' 

zo. l n truth. In this and the two next verses the sceptic's train of thought is conunued from~·. 17: he says. in efl"ect. 
that neither evil action• nor righteous dealing matter since God is indifferent to both. G misunderstands the point of 
the word,. and ren<ler,: 'And no heart shall think 11pon these things, and who shall eoncC1\'e his ways?' 

21. If I sin . . . It is difficult to make much out of e;; : 'And a tempest which no man sceth [~•·• adds: 'shall come 
upon him", to make ~ensc]. and the more part of his works arc among hidden things'; "ith th~ second cbuse cp. ,!iii. 32. 
Smend in~eniously emends the first clause thus: 1t'1" ,c111Co1To, ~ ,i&181,(&)1rof tti,c. f~o,/,tTm tl 1~<j,8n>..µUr ,nirnl, but the unnnirnity of 
the (.;reek :\ISS. in reading <nra,y,r points to an original misreading of)\!. With the whole verse cp. xxiii. 18 20. 

22. who decla reth it ? Smee God Himself, according to the sceptic, does not sec it (cp. 1r:•. 20, 2 1 ), who is t here to 
tell Him if a man deals righteously? The sceptic is represented as not b•licdng in the minist ry of angcb (cp. Job 
>.xxiii 23. 24). 

And what hope (is t he re I? e'.i •Or" ho shall endure them?' ,.,.oµ<ni is probably a cn1Tuption of;,,,,.,. •• ~ ( ,11;,n 
in Job xi,·. 19; Ps ix. 19, lxi. 5). 

for the decree is distant. ,.e. 1he decreed reward for \\ell-doing. or punishment for e,·il-doing, is, in any case , so 
far off that one need not be concerned with either. 

z3. And the ma n of folly . . . 6 paraphrastccally: 'And an unwise and erring man thinketh follies." Cp. Ps. xi,·. 1 
(Sept. xiii. I I. I iii. I (Sept. ln I). 

X\'I 24 XVI 1 J. 29. llh·ine retribution further exemplified. This division contains se,·en subsections. 
(,1 XVI. 24-30. 
z4. z5. These ,erses form an introduction to this section, \\hich deals with the wonders of Creation, in which the 

divint Wisdom is Tevealcd. 
~4 receive my wisdom. Cp. ,iii, 9. ) ?~ means •insight', or l good sense ' ; cp. Pro,. iii. 41, xiii. 15, &c. e:; ' learn 

knowledge'· 
set your heart . With 15 "P''"'X' T/i <npai~ ""'' cp. Dcut. xxxii. 46 (Sept.). 

z5. I will pour out . The llebr. roct ).'Jl is a late one, and occurs only elsewhere in the poetical books, Psalms, 
l'rmerbs, :\Od Lccltsiastes; cp. x. 13, I. 27. 

by weight. Cp. xxi. 5, xxviii. 25. 
by measure. (i ;,, ti1tp,;j1ltJ, 
will I declare my know ledge Cp. Job x. 17. xnii. 6. 

2(,. W hen God created. e;; Iv •piuu (a scribal enor for ... i,m) he1,io1•. Cp. 1 I noch ii. 1-3 . 
. . . He assigned them . .. Cp. Cen. i. 20, 25; Ps. cxu,·i. 6 ·9· 

27. H e set in ord er... Cp. Ps. Ci\'. 24, 31. 
their authority. ,;,. np,1:a< n"'"'"· Cp. (,en. i. 16, 18; Ps. ciii. 2:: ,.e. the sphere of their acth it)'• .Rysscl refers 

rn Philo ( /Jr ,11011,,r,h. I. ~ i, 11. § s ff.), "here the sun nnct the stars are dc~1.(nated ,~pxnvr,,. 
unto their generat ions. Cp. Ps. cxxx\'. (cx~ni.) 8(. (Sept.). 
They hunger not. . . Cp xliii. 10. 
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SIR\U l rn. 28-1 7. i 

6 zB 0 N ot one t hru,tcth aside his neighbour, 
T hey never disobey 11 is word. 

29 And after this t he Lord l0t,kcd upon the earth 
And •filled it \\ ith l li::,good t hinh,'· ' 

30 \V1th every hvmg thing J le filled '' the earth ; 
'And into it is t heir return•. 

(/1) ::._ \'I I. 1-14. r;,,,/'sgifts t,, ,,,,,,, - : - !-! 4 t1 +; .!i,t1cJr,..1. 

17 1 God• created man 1• out of du,t •, 
,\nJ turned him back thtrcunto. 

z I le granted th<:m "a [ fixed} number of d;iy-.. 1 , 

1\ nd gave them authority o\'cr all · thing» '011 the <:,,rth '. 
3 " !Te clothctl th"m with strength,·. like 111no llim,c:•f•i: , 

, \ nd made them accord in:,: to I I rs o\\ 11" i magl' 
He put the fear of them· upon all Oc,h, 

And kcausecl them to have power~ o,·cr bc.ists and bud, 1 

f5 $' 7a '" \Vi th in'lght and understanding J k Id ltd their hta1 t ' 
7b And taughtw•• them good and cl'il. 
ba " lie created for them" tongue, and cyt·s, and cars, 
6b , \ nd Hega\'e 0 them a heart to un1lc1,,tanc.l, 

,,_., !: the} hate not one anotl,cr' 1 v .S hles,nl i· "1:11 all it, fiui:,' 1 S ~ ; 6 • cO\'~r«I' • · :, .\:i I 
gathered "ithin 11 all Hi, "orl,,' 

• So ;:, J!. · e:; • The Lord' I,!: \dam So:; l!. + ·, J 111.1.lc ,,'111 af1, r 11" imJ;:: ' I ,I ., ~ l!. 
G \ d.tJS b) number I. ~ 1!.. + ;uttl a :-.ct lHTlc' ,. S, 70 ~ I I/,,. tl1rf1.·0f'l' R KL /JIii //ur ,1,,,, f 

Juu, but placrs 1~ b,/nn , . z: S BJ llis wi,dom I h dot he.! tlio:n ", lo ,1r,·11gth ,m,I w1e,rcJ II<! 1 \I 1lh lur 
igg ,., f {H1d111g ,mo· ,nvroa, jii1 ~oQ' rnlron l1 .. ',. N \ i ...,, ~ (i "tit I him' L: 14 t / J.;t, ..S > ;o , 4o + 
• in IJ i, likeness' (,. ,. lil-e Him/ I ;o 118 + • l'l,n \· , m 1) r,·,c1,~ I the 11"' ol t1,c I>()" ·rs (1 , 1'- f· 
senses) of the Lord; hut as a sixth Ile .1!-0 .u ~ ir,k.l 1h,·111 tlu. ;;1. r ur1tl••,t,111d1ni; (,'O .. ), .. n,I a 1 i.c,c 
W ord (Xo~or), the interpreter of ll is (1.,. Cu,I s) power,'\=, .i) / ,du <>/ llu ,l.11t, h, /ull ~ 
6 lads /0.1:fral stqum,-: tht ord,1 Ill lL /1ff11s _110111 t •th "' u \ $ 6 l!. ' 11, lilied 'I If' 1 •k, 
o f insight'· lL + 'I k <Teated for th,·m th,· undcrs,.mdmg or th,• ·1 ·rn. ,n<I lill,•d the, tu , t II th r • ..,c,, 

Juw So S : 6 ' :!.>hO\\,c<..I them' 11-11 .,;, .$ 6 dm,1t,v~,,,.,, //J1 , rsull ,1·,, ~,lmb 1!i~ 111 l(.,d { ~Y' Ju f m11s1 11 

ef C~? (' for them') /o//,rwtd /ro111 //11 ";:, /_ 1/. • grant,·,! ·" 1heir ior.ion' 

28. Not one tbrusteth aside .•. i.e.1h1· hc,l\cnl) bnd,es ls1\c hct·n ·,et in ,•rdrr', thr)' loll II t~cor<uursc wuLoL' 
interfering with one another: cp. l's. cl\ 19. 

T hey Dever disobey ... Cp. l's. cxhi11. S, 6. 
z9. A nd arter this ... C..p. Ccn. i. 20-31. 

A nd filled it . . . Cp. l's. c1,. 24. :8. 
30. W ith every liv ing thing. (it~ v,,. q~ ,J,i \'J) r.,11Tu\ (~1oi • p., ,en. 1. :::1 :--•:i-: :.:·:::;-"": 1 ~.,,.,,u t, , .,, (r:1w1 

cp. nlso Gen. i. 24. 
And into it .. . Cp. (,en. iii. 19: l's c ,. 29: !"eeks. ~,i. 7. 

(b) X \'11. 1-q. 
X\'ll. 1. .\ftcr speaking of the Cre,,tion gcncr.111)·, llrn-Sir., no" d,.J, 111orc speci1ir.lly \\Ith man and 1;od's 

gifts to him. 
God created .• , Cp, lien. 11. 7. 
And turned him back . . Cp. Len. i11. ly: l's. oh 1 •. , 

z. He granted them • . . Cp. I',. xc. 10. 
And gave them a uthorit y. Cp. <,en. i ,s I' , '"· {· f. 

3. like unto Himself ... a ccording to His own image. Cp. <,en. i. :(,, :;. 
4. the fear of them ... Cp. Gen. i. 28, ,x. : , \\'i•d. ix .•. 

caused them . . Cp. Gen. 1. :6, :8, l's , 111 6-, ,. 
S· Sec critical n()l,c 1. In rdcrenc.c 10 thi:. IJl.~t·rtu,u Gr .. tiu ... "l~okd f,;~ Smcnd) S.l)S: '\ ,Jr-tur ad ,_1ur.,.1urrn annu: 

tatunt fuis~e nb aliquo Stuicurum hbuuum lt-...:tcin•. ~~m~ ~to1t:1 .ul <zllllhJl:t• .t,t ru,t~s 11ot1s:)1m,1s. lrc:. ,u111umcrill,.iu, 
alios, quorum hie on,is:aum est";, trrrfp,...ur,rOr.' The ,,he b, on the flee or It, not ongm.11. 

6 fl. See crllic.11 notes. 
7 a. W ith insight. . . Cp. Ps. vii• 5. .. 
7 6 . .• • good and ev il. See, ho"cver, l,cn. 11. 17,111. :2. 
6 ,,. He created. See critical note. 
6 t,. heart. As usui\lly in the 0. T, the ,tat o( undustandin~ 
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SI RAC H 17. 8-17 

6.S 86 PTo show them the majesty of His works, 
Sr 1And that they might glory in His wondrous actsq; 
•9 Thal they might evermore declare' His glorious works', 
10 And prnbe' His holy name. 

11:i 1! He scl before1 them the covenant ti; 
The law of liic "I le gave them for a heritage•. 

1 :, !Tc made an everlasting covenant with them, 
And showed•• them His judgements. 

13 Their crcs beheld • H,s• glorious majesty, 
>'And their car heard His• glorious voice,; 

14- And fie said unto them, • Beware of all u1wighlcousness•; 
And lie gave them commandment, to e11.ch man concerning his neighbour. 

(c) X \'I I. t5-z+ God's rcco111peusr to t/1ose wlto serve Him ( = 2[ + 1] + 2 + 2 distichs). 

1.; Their ways hare cvcrb before Him, 
fhey ate not hid from His eyes' . 

17 [~ For c, cry nation I le appointed a ruler. 
But Israel is the Lord's portion •J. 

I'$ > ~·: l!'.i 1!.: 'He set II is e)c (254 Syro-llex mg• fear') upon their hearts' q-q So, w,~h som, t•ariatio11, 
NU ;o 24R (as 2• 9} S 1!. • l'l. 9-10 ar llmp/a((d 111 & r-r So the fear of Him in the world' 
• ;o , 11> · th.: decl ~hall praise' t rrpo,lJ?""' (::: .;5) 1irrlmtl of rrpoa,l!?«• (' He :iddc,I ') tt .So .S. 15 'know-
ledge' u ".S •Ile taught them': 248 +' lo rc1cc1,·e that they arc mortal· uu $'made kno11n unto' 
x-x So ;5 l!,. e:i > r-i· !L > •Sn ~ C \ ;o 253 254 Syro-H~x Ar: BA &c. 'their' a-a ;, ' take heed 
and be not fai1hle&s' b-h ;5 'are manifc,t' o 70 2-18 +•From their youth up every man (;o their 
way) \\OS 1owards e,il, neither 11ere they able to make their hearts (to be) of Hcsh instead or Mone' (= v. 16), 
rp. Ezek. x1. 19 d 70 248 umrt !.,re: ',\l the separation of the peoples of the "hole earth.' ,p. Gen. 
,·1. 5, ,ii. 2 1, D<:111. xxxii. 8 e ;o 2.18+' \\'horn (i.r. Israel, the Lord's portion) He brought up as His 
fir,tborn (rJ,. J- xod. iv. 2 2) "ith severity. yet lonng them. impart mg to them the light of love. and I le forsook them 

8 b. the majesty. Cp. ~,·iu. 4. 
8 ,. !:ice cntic~I note. 
9, 10. The order as gh·en abo\'C is 1hat of::. 
11. He set before t hem. Cp. Dcut. iv. 44. 

the covenan t. l/1i read ni•::i for n•,::i . 
T he Jaw of life. i. c. the law which gives life, the Law of Moses; cp. xh·. 5 (o••n n ,1n), Baruch iv. r, aad the 

)lid rash Sif,r 84": '.\s "ater g"·eth life 10 the world, so do the words of Torah give life to 1bc world'; and Pirv• 
Aooth ii. 8 'I le who hath gotten 10 himself words of Torah hath gotten to himself the life of the world to come.' 
Hen-Sira 1s, of course, only referring to this life. 

12. made. La.' set up· (•'"'I"''•); cp xlh•. 18a; E,ek. x\'i. 6o. 
a o everlasting covenant . Cp. Baruch i\' 1. 

13. Their eyes beheld ... See Exod. xix. 16- 20, xxiv. 16, 17. 
His glorious voice. Cp. ,:Iv. S; ls. x:xx. 30; Rev. i. 10, i", 1. 

14. Beware of . . . A summary ot all the prohibitory commandments or the Law, referring especially to that against 
worshipping other gods. 

1-Je gave them comn, andment . . . This and the preceding clause sum up the 'great commandments' of the 
Law, loYc to God and one's neighbour; cp. Mall. ,uui. 36-40. 

(,) XVII. 15-14. 
15. 'Ihelr ways arc... Cp. Ps. xc. 8,i; Is. xlix. 16. 

They a re oot bid .. , Cp. Ps. xc. 8 /J. See cdtic:al note. 
17. Sec critical note for addiuon in 248. This ,·erse (17) can hardly be original here. If genuine it has betn mi,­

placcd (tt bre.,ks the close logical connexion berneen 111•. 15 and 19, which form 2 distichs). 
For every nation ... port ion. This vetse is of importnnce ~s 11lustr.uing the Jewish doctrine of God bnth in 

I !is rcl.111on,hip to 1,;rael and tn the I ,en tiles. By their acceptance of the Law 1be lsrachtcs IJecame God's' peculiar 
people' (M~l:J OJJ: cp. Oclll. xh·. 2, xxvi. 18; Ps. crxx,. 4), and were t herefore His particular care (cp. the Sept. of 
I >cu1. ,,ii. /;, 9, ' llut the Lord's portion w,1s f hs people Jacob, the lot of His inheritance was Israel 'I, On 1hc other 
hand. since lie was the God of all the world, His interest in other nat ions could not be denied (cp. the Mid rash Sif rt 40: 
'God doth nut pro, ide for lsrad alone, but for all men'); thus the belief arose 1hat, while God rescr\'ed the Israelites 
for I !is spec al c.ir", I le deputed angels to look after, and champion, the cnuse of other races. It is said, e.g. in lhc 
Targum nf l'scudo-Junathan to Ctn. xi. 7, 8, that e,·ery nation has i1s own guardmn angel who plea~s 1he cause of the 
nation under his prvttciion before Cod. It is interesting to obseT\e that in later times c,en the d1'·ine guardianship over 
lsrac_l "as dcputc,t to the archangel ~lichacl; in {l,1g,:,r<1h 1z6 (T. ll.l he has the title of 'Advocate of the Jews'; 
and m 1he l'alkul Sh1111,·1mi, llo<'Shitl, 132, Michael is described ns the prince o,er all the angels, because he is 1he 
guardian ,rngcl of the I sr.1cli1c natton; be acts as I sracl's represenlat i,c and patron in the presence of God, and he 
intercedes there on ~half of his people. 

For t•. 18 sec critical note. 
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SIRACI I 17 19-27 

, 9 All their works r arc [clear] r as the sun before Him 
a And His eyes arc continually upon their wars~.' 

so Their iniquities a rc not hid from Il im, 
An? a ll hlJ1e ir sinsh are (inscribed]' before the Lord~. 

u The nghtcousness1 of mcnm 0 is to I l im as a .signet 0 , 

And the mcrcy 0 of man He prcstrvcthP as the apple of an eyco. 
23 A fterwards ' I fe will rise up' and recompcn~c them, 

And will visit ' their deeds' upon their own head• 
24 Nevertheless to t hem that repent doth Ile grant a return•, 

A nd "comfortclh them that lose hopcn. 

(dJ XVI I. 2.3 32. ,./ 11 1xlwrl,1ti,,11 Iv f11r11 t,, (,'od 111111 f,•r.,nl.r w, ( = J + 1 +: + 1 distichs1. 
25 rTurn unto the L ord. •and forsake sins; 

Supplicate before (11 is) face, and (so) lessen offence. 
26 Turn un to the Most I ligh, and tum aw,1r from i11iqu1t)'", 

A nd vehement!}' hate the abommablc thin~· • 
.S 27 •For what pleasure hath God in all that perish• in I lades', 
6 In place of t hose who live and give llim praise) 

not' ( ~ . ,'. 18) fr So 1!. (It/.' manifest')· .S ,;.iin,l ': 11:i > .S \nd all their thoughts :ue minifc£t 
before Ilim' b h S ' the ,ins or men i S, $ ,11,, k ;o 248 + flu 1he Lord. bern:c mcro.fu, kno"mg 
:il~o (that they arc made 11;) His m,n 1mJge, ~p.ucd thcni . .111,I !,,r,ouk 1h,n1 11 t 1 .. ir c.,s11licm oIT '"": 11/ 
I Lil. 'alms ' 111 $ • of all men ' " " $ is sealed :ind d,•positd ,dth II im ' o Ld. • grate ' 
r $ • is prest•rved' q 70 2.18 +·granting- (It/. allot' •ng) rc1•u1tancc ·o his ">ns an,I daughter~' ,., .S • ,h.,11 
Jlc rc,·eal II1m~clf' •I.ii. render· 'Iii.• rcmbution . $ clcbt~ 11 J!. + • anJ Ile will consign (/,1. turn) 
them to the lower paras of the earth I l!. · a \13}' of tight ou,ncs,' .S rqientanre' ,._,. .S • 1111, destroy 
all who cause hurt to the righteou,' • I.1/. endurance . II. + and ,,ath a!Jport ,n,·J lo them the lot or 
T rulh' Y}!. /,,,s th, ft/I,' Concerning con,c:r,ion '. 2.18 • Therefore turn· ... .S anJ )C shall tum from 
de:strucuon ; tum from ,in and cau,.-, 1101 ,111;:,·r \untu tlic LorJ) " 70 q~ + • F· ,r I h I l,11,~ch ",II lc.1 I \tl,c~) 
out of darkness unto the light of salvation' (Ir/. 'health') •·• (i '"ho will pra1,,· 1he lllo,t lli,i::h in 113,les ': 
ll. has 111sk,11/ efi•. i;: • and rl'cogniz,· the ju,tic,· .rnd judi::,·nll'1tt, nt I'" I .w,! ,1111,! 111 l lc lo: ! the l.nour ~11 I 
prayer of the l\lost lligh; walk in tl,c plan·, of ti,., l,oh· wor!J \\llh the l,"n:: ,111tl ",:lo th ,,. "l1,1.'.l\c lh.t11~• 1111t 1 
God. Abide not in the folly of the "icked; confess (God) b:forc death' l· ! the world': 70 2~8 + 'm hean 

19. All their works . . . Cp. x, i. n; rccles. vii,. 9. 
And His eyes . . . Cp. xxni. 19; Ps. xcl\, 11. 

2 0. Their iniquities ... Cp. l's. , .xiii. 5 l,i,. 5. 
And all their sins .. . Cp. Jcr. J.. 5. 

22. righteousness. i>..,71µ(1<T1.·•''1 (-iii,,~,; al111,,~n tn~ \\.1" rcd..nnetl .t--o the ~rt..·~tl'~t 11( tlu! c•: ·:.= .:•:1,-.: {"god 
works '), and therefore righteousness p11r aallma. ;: I as KT11~! i.e. a sutc of Justific~tion in the siGht of I ;od 
brought about by the accomplishment of good "orks 

a signet. 1.e. somcthong "h1ch 1> csp,·c,ally precious. cp. xii, 11 ; Job xi\· 17. 
mercy. For xtiµ,, (.i= ,cn) u~ed in reference toa hum:in nrtuc ~cc :"<I. 17, .md cp. x1,· t, where~ rcJ.ds i :i:i ':!";:<. 

lit. • men of mercy ·. for the Greek ,i1.aJ1<1r ,,311fo"'· 
He preaerveth. i. t:. He keeps in memory; cp. Acts ,. 10: 'Thr prayer, and thine alms lrc gone up for 

a memorial before God.' 
the apple of an ey e. Cp. Deut. '"ii. 10; Ps. ,, ii. 8; l'ro,. , io. 2 , Zech. i1. t ,. . 

23. Afterwards. . . The reference here is to tho,~ mentioned in :·. w; the \\ord, of 1. :: are parcoth~t,c. 
He will rise up. i.e. to Judgement. 
and will visit. For ,11 i ;n:i in this s~nsc cp .• \mos iii. z, q; Ho,. i. ~. 1i. 15, &c. 
upon their own bead. Cp. Joel iii. (Hcbr. n·.) 4, 7, . , 

24. to them that r epent ... Cp . . ,/i.,/,/,,1/1 3:: ,, (T. f;,): • R,•pcnt.,nce ,on,' "orks of ch.uoly ~re min• 
intercessors btfore the House or (;01,l' i .md 1 ·,,m,, 86 ., : • Cn.:.il i.s tht.· ,,(mer of n .. ·pent.1ncc; t...>r 1t rca he~ up tv 
the throne or God; it brings healini: . : 

n return. i. e. lo divine fa,our. 
that Jose hope. Cp. Hebr. of Ezck. xxxvii 11. 

(1/ ) X \'11. 25-32. 
2:5. Turn unto ... Cp. l's. ,c. 3; ~la[. ii,. 7. . 

Supplicate before tHisi face. ,. c. before the pt.ice 111 the tcmµle where 1;od's prescacc "·" I cl:nc<l i., he. 
in tl1e Holy of Holies. .. 

offence. 1rpw, oµpn, cp. Rom. ix. 3::, 33; I Cor. ,111. 9· 
:z:6 • ••• the abomina ble th.i1tg. Cp. n. 13. . . R · 1 h . 0 2.7. T he thoui;ht is th;it C.od', delight 1s in thu,c "hn ll\·c and c:1n thcrcf..rc f'r:u•r ,m, not 1n t 10R " o ~" "" n 

to H ades and are cut off from communion with Him; the u·.u::hm;:: here lom,1t.,·s \\Ith the n"rm:11 tL•.,chm~ '" lh(.! 0 I. 
(some passages in the Psalm:., show, howc\cr, a t,'Tc.lt de,·clopmcnt1, th.it voJ; mtercst u1 m:in as n.:~:n(.tt!J to th1~ 

world; cp. the ne,t verse. . . ,.. 8 
... who Jive and give Him prai&e, Cp. Ps. c~1·1, 21 cxx. 17, 18; h. x,,x,·111. 1 19. 

11JJ 3i7 ' ,: 



SIRACH 17. 28-18. 4 

& zh Thanksgiving perisheth from the dead as from one that is not, 
(Hut) he that li1•cLh and is in health praiseth the Lord•. 

29 ] low great is the mere) of the L ord d, 
And 0 !lis 1 forgi1·eness unto• them that tum unto Him B • 

.S 30 h For it is not I ikc this in man, 
Nor is (God'.s) thought like the thoughts of the children o f men t . 

G 31 \\'hat is brighter than the sun? Y"t this failcth; 
And (how much more) 1man, who' (hath) the inclinationk of flesh and blood! 

32 I le looketh upon 1the ho,ts of heaven 1. 

"'.\nd on men"' \\ho arc dust and a~hes. 

( ) X \" 111. 1-1 -i 'l/1,· works ,{ t/i, ~1 /111i;;ltt)' 111'1' pnst Ji 11di11g tJIII; tltc i11s1c111Jica11cc of 111t111, t111d 
t/J,· 111ag11,111i111it;· ef C:od ( = J + 2 + 2 + 1 + z + z + z + 1 distichs). 

18 1 II c that liveth for ever created' all things together h. 

, 1 he Lo,d alone <shall be justified•. 
•"•\\ho i, sufficient to declare II1s works, 

.\ml who can trace out' llis mighty deeds? 

< 11.. + 'and 1hou shalt glory in I lis mercy' d 248 + 'our God' r-<> .S • He forgi\'clh' f £.,_1,rus,d 
m l!. 011/r K 248 +' hohl) ' h-b q;'i 1!, • For all 1hings cannot lJe in men, for a son of man is 
n<•l immorlal '. 'I!. + and the) lake pnde in the nnny of in1qu1ty' H R,,,dmg ""~P o, 111sftt1d ef 1ro~p,x· 
k .', . .S: (5 'thmketh ', rr,ult1{f: ., .... as a 1•,rb, rj,. xvi,. 6, whrn !hr ,•,rb is u11drrslood t1s ,1 1101111: I< <,• KO< " 

,ro-.,,-,poe o-0,w«o• (= 1!..) ;o 253 <at °'"1P or n8vJU18'1""'" (= Syro-Hcx) 1-1 So S w-m So S 
$ S 'tried·, or· pro1ed' ~ 254 • by "ord (and) in order ' c-.: 70 248 '1s just'; add111g: • and there 

i, none othe1 be,-ide Him': n. + • and I le alJidcth as king, im-inciblc for ever' d 70 24 8 instr/ fur,: • who 
l(Uiddl, the world 1n t he hullo\\ of H i, hand, a11d all 1l11ni:-s arc obcd1cnl unto I ! is " 111; ror I le 1s King of all l11111gs. 
and thcr are in I hs power ; I le scparntcth among them 1he holy things from 1he common' ( = v. 3) •-o So 
.SJ!. 6 ' to non«'' ( 248 to II hom ') • hath Ile girtn power' r ;I, •number' 

:b. ·1 he omission of this 1crse in .$ is prohably owing 10 the scn1imcn1s expressed. ,..h,ch would naturally be 
distasteful 10 a Christun tr.1nsla1or. 

Thankt.giving perisheth ... Cp. I'~. 11. S, xniii. , • x,;,. 9, lxxxviii. 4, 5, cxv. 17. 
29. How greail is .. . Cp. J's. IU<x1 i. 5, 15. 

forgiveness . ll,XcurµOt, lit.' appeasement"; see further. note on x, iii. 20. 
30. The renderini: of,$ of lhis 1·erse i, 10 be preferred to th;,1 of l!i, according 10 which the meaning is tbal because 

man 1::,, impe1fcu and mortal, thcn:torc he i~ tnutled to appe,d to God'::, mercy; Y: a..:cords better with the conlext. 
il is not like this in man. Cp. xviii. 13. 
Nor is rGod 's) thought ... lp. Isa. h. 8, 9. 
the children of men. l1ii do, ri,/lp.;,,rou, i. c. a human being; cp. Judi1h \'iii. 1:1 the only 01her place in 1bc 

Apocrypha where the expression occurs. (Cf. howe1er 4 E,ra viii. 44, emended 1ex1.) 
., 1. What is l>righter . . . 1.e. Ir the sun "1th .tll its brightness ceases at limes 10 gi1c lig:ht, is it 10 be wondered at 

1h,u man, 1he \IC'llm of the manifold temp1ations ,d1ich ffcsh is heir 10, should sometimes fail? Logic o ( a some"hat 
,11n11ar inconi:ruo11s character is found in Job xx,-. S, 6: 1 lichnld, nen the moon hath no brightness, aod the sldls are no1 
pure in His sight: how much less man, that is a worm! and the son of man, which is a worm ! ' Ilu1 similes of the 
kind, especially in Oriental \\tilers, must not, 0€ course, be unduly pres,ed. 

the man who thathl... See cn11cal notes . 
.;; pnr.,phras,,s the ,cr,e thus: '\\ he~ the "un, ha\lni: run i1s course 1hrnugh 1he bright day, has sunk, it becomes 

dark; so also man, 11 ho, being ffcsh and blood, does not control his inclination' P~.:J. 
3:. the hosts of heaven, Cp. xxi,. 2, ~Iii. 17; Deut. ix. 19, xvii. 3; Isa. xxiv. :21 ; eii 'the power of the hci_ght of 

hc,1ve11 '. t,l,·oµu, i\yuu,· o:·µallt)l!; 1n the !:)ept. ,%..,<t1.ur i~ the 1cnde:ring of :>-•n c, en when it 1nc.1.n~ 'a host'. Ii ere tht.: 
rc1ercncc is to 1hc sun, moon, and s1ar.,1 regarded a; eternal; God looks upon these as well as upon man who passe,, away. 

on men. l!'.i, misunderstanding the po101 of the verse,, i,. that God looks upon thing-s e1ernal and also upon 
lh1ngs transient, mnde an independent clause of 1he second half oft he verse, and added' all' to' men'. 

dust and ru.hes. lp. x. 9; Gen. xviii. z7; Job x, . 14, 15. 
(,., X\ Ill. 1-14. 
;\ \ 111. 1. created. imt1<v, for which Kysscl \\ould rud , 1,;.,, (' Judgeth '), cp . .S, and the ,eading of the cursives 

(~er critical note) in~,. z; cp. the scribal error;., Kpicrn for lv ,rrla,1 in X\'i. 26. 
t ogether. "'""? f - 1,n• as ,n I. 17), referring 10 Creation in its. e111ire1y. 

~- shall be justified. 6,.,11w8;,,1<rn,, In. ',hall be declared ju,1 '. For the addi1ions 10 1his ,·erse see critic:il notes, 
and q,. I.a. ~1. n, ZI; 1:,ek. xxii. 26. 

4 "':'ho i~ ,;ufficient ... Lp. 1. 6. The similarity of language with that of the Psalms (Sept.} in this and 1he following 
vcr~s l!t notc\l.·orthy. 

to declare His works. ,(oyy,iloa Td ;~ uirroi; cp. Ps. c, i. 22 f~an·(~UT"waa,, TA fl'yo abrol. 
who can trace out. ;~'.\'"'"" · cp. \\ isd. 1i. 23. 
His mighty deeds. Cr-. Ps. lxx. 7 (Scp1.). 



SIR.\Cll 1~. 5-15 

5 Ji "1Vho can declare the mii;:ht or l I is majc,t), 
And "11ho can rccount•• ll i~1, mcreics 

6 N o man can take (from them) nor add (to thcml, 
,\ or can any one trace out the marvcllou, .1crs of the Lord, 

7 \\'he n a m:rn hath frnh,hcd, then doth lw but bq;in 
And when he c,·ascth, he is in pnpl,·xity. 

8 \\'h:i.t is m:rn, m,rnd what profit is there of hi,n'" l 
\\ hat is the good of him, and wl1.1t is the evil) 

f) The number of man's days 
Is g reat (if it reach) an hun,lrcd yC',11s•. 

JO "J\ s a drop of ll'atc.-r• from the •ca, or as",, i:;ra1n•• ofs,1'1d. 
•iqSo :ire '(man's) few' yc.:ars in the ct,•11'.11 ,hys' '" 

11 1 hercforc 1s the L ord long: uffcnn~ to\\,11,ls tlic.:111 , 
And pouieth out ll i<i mercy upon tlwm. 

12 
1 I le st·t·th• and knm\'Clh' that thc.:ir end' is nil, 

Thc1cfc rc cloth J I c multiply Hi, fv, gi\'cnc,s• 
13 ·1 he mercy of man 1s lcxerci,c.:d upc,n) his m, n klll ', 

Hut the mercy of ( iod r is ic.:xkndul) to all flc,h • 
Rcprol'ing, and ch:istcnini:, and It .1clu,1i:; >, 

:\ncl bringing them back as a ,htphud his tlock. 
14 1·Jle h,lth mercy on them tlHt acn•pt II !is) chastcnin"' , 

,\nd that' diligent!) seek :1ftcr< II i, Jud1,c.:mulls. " 

(f) X \ 111 ,.;- 1X. Th,· m;ht sfmt III gi. inc! ). t: di,tichs) 
1., <c l\1y son, dbring no• blcmi,h on thy good d"cd,d 

':-{or in (giving) any i.;ift~ (cilusc) grief through ,1ord~' • 

r ~ .S > ••-n Cr Iii. '" ho ,1,all add 10 mak<' a de<cription of' b c 'tl,r I cr,I,' t C \\C'lh • JO" 

µ,,..,~ .. a= ni;,l miglH) \\Ork•' '" 111 ,\<> .S '"l,11 1s l11s loss ,uul wt al 1s 111s ~a111> ";o 2~~ - 'ind ctein~'1 
(Ir/. incalculable) i,, the s!etp of sud, (wt.ich ,, common) to all' .,...,_s ,b \\l1c~ onr fill ~ l>(.t le' r .S, 
70248.S l!. : e;i > o,S \ i:;, S : 61!. p,',l'' q,,,1.s•,0.111,ou 1~d)Carscf1l,1,"01,13rcnot 
(nen) as one daJ 111 rhc worl,1 of th<' ri;?hleous' ' '21~ '1 tln)i.,md' • fi · ,n tl,c Ja1 or ctc•nr11 '(:411 
25.l SJro-Ilex 'daJs of') • t $ for I It l.11 11 ~ co t/.i,, <111 1 ' f 'f>" /Im :· u '!. +'the pnJc of 
their heart, that it is c, ii' 1 .\, .S. e;i " "d"" '/», • ~ + •. 11100 t m a11J ,l,c,wcd ,hem 1hr "•I\ of 
ri~htcou,ncss' ("iam aequi1ati,) ' S, .S e;i I!, n, ,,.,hl .>ur' ) \ .SI!. u '11• Lord' , ,:,; · h "O""' 
• .S +•them' 1 ·~ $ 'Blessed arc 11..-1 t~a ",111 f ,r I Ii, mnn · · 1!. I Ii- ,llh mcrCI' 011 1hem 1!,.,u rt'C~1-e the 
teathmg of mercy •""".S 'al'ce1,t'- I< h.,, tlic t11lc·,,.,-ua +•,•• ,I 1.S 'h ndtr not him th.1 
do\.'.th a good deed to lib fll·i~hhour • 1 (i l\l Ill. I 6 I:. ', trr ~ ... {\("f\ ,. •• , ft\ 01 "' r 1 / 

1!. et in omni dato non des tristi11.1m nrh, ma!,. S 'and on him that :h·cs look not ~,k.111cc' '=~~ '..,.que\t' 

5. Who can declare Tl\· ,·~11;1,l'µr;rJf'Jn«: d. r5'. lxx~i)i, 1:: (:-:icp: 
who can recount. Lp. ls.,. xhx. 16 S<pt .. 
His mercies. Cp. t•,. ,,·i. 7 ISep1 l. 

6. No man. .. Lu.• It :snot (pu ....... ihlc, to .. ': so. too, n the next cl ,u5e t p x . :1 •. 
the marvellous acts.. Cp. 1 s. lxx,,. 1:, l,x,1. 1:, '"'""" 11 '"11 ,n the Sq11 ). 

7. he is in perplexity. ,. e be .,u,e l,e re,1lizes the 1m1l<'ssib1hty uf h,s 1uk. 
8. What is mao. Cp. r ,i,i. 4 s,·pt.), 

what profit i$ then: of him "! I.\ .• 111.11 lit· :-JH1 1.l 1111111.. JL p, ...... jhlt t,1 1r,l I J' t}u• \\Ulh . .lt.1H.;I "' 1~ .. u( l.t.J 
Whal is the good . . . I. t: n(!1thcr ar(• "orth ct1ns1dcrat11;n in ,·it·w (1f his ino;.1.,..Yfl1fic.,nct 1n thr sight of God. 

9, The number ,, , Cp. I',, x.:. to. Thi .,dd,1100 to th,, ,.,~c ,~e ~r ,cal not,) prob1b!) represents somc1h1ni; 
which the onginal con1.,incd: cp. "''h II l.ccl,s. 11 5, b. 

10. As a drop of water . • Cp. 1,;a. xi. IS· 
So are . . . i.e. m,1n' ft w )tars ol hie arc hkc a day compared "ith tt«nuy 

11. Therefore Jlccau,c lus time is short .ind tlcc11ng. 
1 ?. end. Lit. 'O\'Crt.hro\' •• 

doth He multiply. Cp. !',. XXX\ 8 rScpt J. 
1 ~- his own kin. Ste rntll al rn,tt~. t p. J\.,.hi1l~1 , fl C\ .X\ •a. ( I• ~.,::-: -N:· :~ • t?r-sh n! his. Ru'"' i. t • tttliU 

of l,in 'l, quoted by l{y"cl; cp. also Le,, >.H, 49· 
as a shepherd. Cp. Isa. ,I. 11. 

14. Ile hath mercy •. , Cp. :uui. ( l".i nxv) 14 . 
cha,tening. i.e. •instruction' which is gt\·cn by means of th:i,tcnin,;; cp. ,,. 3:, 33· 

(fl X\'111 1;-18. 
1 s Nor In (giving . • i. t· do nor humiliate 1hc rcc,.hrr or chrnt)', 

li9 ( C 2 



SIRACH 18. 16-22 

e1i 16 b Just ash the rain; maketh the burning heat to cease ; 
~so a word changeth1 (the character of) a gift•. 

J7 '"For there is a good word which is better than a gift"', 
And both belong to a saintlyn man. 

18 A fool upbraideth ungraciously 0
, 

And the gift of an enviousP man consumeth• the eyes. 

The 11crd of forcs1g/1/ and prcparatio11 111 ,•ic.'1 of 1nnn;• things whic/1 liappm to 
mm; this is true Wisdom ( = 3 + z + 3 + I + z distichsJ. 

19 'Before thou fight, seek thee a helper'; 
• Before thou art ill, seek thee a physician•. 

20 'Hcfore judgement "examine thyself"', 
And in the • hour of visitation• thou shalt find forgiveness"' 

21 Before thou fall•, ¥humble thyselfY, 
And •in the time of• (committing) sins, •show forth repentance•. 

~~ Delay not~ 'to pay thy vow in due time\ 
d,\nd wail not till death to be justificd '1• 

h h S, .S: e;; 'doth not' i So .S: l':i /1~ 'cle11 ' k k So S I l.11. 'turneth': l':i lL 'is greater than' 
111 111 S, S: e'.ili 'Lo, is not a word abo\'e a good ,gift 1 • n So S : 1!:i"JJ. 'g-r.tciou~' " :S 'before he doeth 
a gr,1cious act' r '6 p,op,rl;• 'e,·il-eycd ·: :S 'e1 ii' q L,~. 'melteth ', J!.. 'maketh to waste away' r-r So 
.S; 6 'before speak in,:: learn': l1 'before judgement prepare justice for th) self,' cf. 20 a •-• So S: e:; 
/,/ before sickness heal': l!. ' and before thou speak learn, and before sickness apply to a ph)sician' 
t L;; and before sorrow come upon thee, pray' 11-u 248 'prepnrc th) •elf b1• 11cll-doing' •· < 11, 'sight 
of God "'.S + 'and it shall help thee' x So .S: 1!:i lL 'an sick' y- r .S 'pray and beseech' : 70 z 48 
+ • with self-control ' , • .S ' before' •-• .S • give alms' h Q;i lit. 'be not hindered ' c-c S ' to cause 
th) ,ms lO pass awal · lL 10 pray uncea,ingly' .S ,imrls ha, h,•o c/auus: 'be not carelc~s until thou art in 
1roublc, put not off the time of turning from thy £ins' Ii I .S • remember that death dchyeth not': l!. +' for 

16. Just as the rain . . . Cp. xliii. 23. 
17. For there is a good word . . . CO\, ley and Neubauer quote Baba JJatltrn 9 b (T. B.): 'He who giveth 

a fonhm;: is blessed sisfold, l,u1 he who addeth words elevenfold'; the 'word' refers to the encouragement and words 
of cheer addressed to the recipient. 

And both belong . . . \\'ords as well as acts mark the truly charitable man. 
18. A fool ... He is a 'fool' because the efficacy of the gift in the sight of God is done away with by the churlish 

remark "h1ch accompanies 11. 
consumeth... The reference is to the humiliation suffered b)• him who recei,·es when the gift is accompanied 

by cruel word5; for the expression in Gr. cp. Lev. nvi. 16. 
(.I/') X\'111. 19-29. 
19. Sis to be preferred in this ,crse; cp. l!. (see c ritical note}. 

seek thee a physician. Cp. xxxviii. 12-15. 
:m. Before judgement. i.e. the Judgement of God; the reference is 10 the' hour of ,·isitation' in the next clause; 

see note on ,,ii. 35. 
thou shalt find forgiveness. <'E•~aup.o" ('propitiation'). According to Jewish teaching suffering and sickness, as 

\\ell as death 11self, are in them~h·es means of atonement, and therefore 01 reconciliation " ith Cod, 1hough 1he need of 
repentance as well is often insisted upon in Rabbinical \\Tilings. In the :llidrash Sifre 73 b (belonging to the second 
rcnturi, A. u.l it is said 1ha1 a man should rejoice inore in chastisement than in prosperity, because if he enjoyed good 
fortune all his life his sins would not be forg11·en him. In the same Mid rash (33 <1/ a say mg 1s quoted to the effect that 
'All "ho die are reconciled through death'. Very pointed are the words in the ;llidmsh B,res/til/1 R<1Db<1 S ": 
'Suffering is more apt than sacrifice to win God's favour and to atone for man.' Teaching of this kind is only 
adumbrated by llcn-Sira, but it was greatly de\'eloped and elaborated by later teachers. 

21. humble thyself. Cp. xxxiv. 26 (6 xni. 31). 
show forth repentance. l{epentance ,s also, according to Jewish teaching, a mediating agency; cp. J"oma 86 6 

(T. 11.), "htre 11 1s said 1ha1 repentance' brings redemption, and is the cause of God's regarding sins as though they 
had been unconsciou,ly commiucd, and e,en of His regarding them as good works and (therefore) meritorious. It 
prolon;:s 1hc clays and )'cars of men.' Cp. also Slwbb<1lh 32 a (T. ll.): 'Repentance and works of charity arc 
man's intercessors before the I louse of GoJ'; and S,.111/t,drin 43 6 (T. ll.}: 'lie who sincerely repents is doing as 
much as he wl,o builds temple and altar, and brings all sacrifices.' 

22. Delay not to pay. . . !ice cri11cal note ; perhaps the rendering of ~ 1s to be preferred, for it seems to accord 
better "ith the \\'<lrds of the second cbusc; \'Owing i• dealt with in 1he next , ersc. Smend adds the disuch from ;:, 10 
the text bei.,een verses 21 and 22. (Sec crit. note o-<>.) 

wait not t ill death to . . . As in the later Rabbinical literature (cf. on,•. 20}, Death is regarded as a means of 
atonement. 
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SI RAC! I 18. 13-3J 
23 • Before thou vowcst, prepare thy \'ows••, 

And be not as 0 11c 1that templelh God'·. 
2 4 Think of the wrath i11 the ~latter day•, 

And (when), in the time of \e11gca11cc, He turntth away f fis face. 
2 5 Re member hthe time offaminch in the t11nc 1 of fullnts., 

And p overty and \\,mt in the days of wc.ilth. ' 
:6 F rom morning until evcniny the tune ch.1ngeth 

And all thini::~k ha,te o n btforc the Lord. ' 
27 "',\ wise man b d i,crect" in all thini;:s 0 "', 

,-\nd in days of sinning 1'kc<·p<th himself from offcnn r. 
28 "tvery wise m:iu tcachcth' "i,dom', 

•,-\nd they 11ho know her muM gwc thanks• 1, 
29 They that arc 1dsc in words" .ilso ,how that they arc wis(', 

• Jn that they pour forth apt provcibs-. 

(11) XVII r. 30--XIX. J. A11 l:'.rh,,rtt1liv11 ttJ .',"df-co11llof ill ,1!/ th111gr ( = : ~ 3 +: distich~J. 

30 .. l\l y son•, follow not the lu5ts of thy ,ouJ1, 
:\nd refrain thyself •from its desire•. 

31 • If thou fulfi l the desire of thy soul. 
Thou wilt be like him that fu!lillcth hi~ ~ncmy·~ wi,h •, 

32 "Dclii::ht not thrself in overmuch luxury, 
°For double is the po\·crtr thereof<. 

33 Be not a squancltru and a drunkard, 
Else there will be nothing in thy purscJ. 

the reward of Goel ,1bidc1h 10 tkrnitJ' • S Jll / 1111,,h th,s l'lT' , rx ,ml ••' r. "'"'"""• a rorr({fum 
ef rr, ... "'l \'1., aoL (lL :\:Ounam tuam). u·hu.h ,I a 1111..,J,tlu J,·r ,.,,J· rt,,;.,."''" ( = S / ,,, .) r r ~\ 11 1dn, to ,\mr,.tf s 
, ,,u11dalio11 (= S1L) ; the t,xt . ,,rupt I.ti.• da)·s of tli, .t · IN •,hr') b • I. •10,,ny' 
1 A 154 S 'days ~ ;o Z48 ll. these lhings I f.1/. arr• <JC<.Jy '" :iH > ;:, • ~ conccmrcl • 
" S • these lhrngs' 1, 1 S 'f, areth no ~v.l : 70 2~8 +•am! th, fool oh,011cth n· (. 1 > • no• ) thC' 
opponunil)' 1 1 S,;:, 6 <ITT\ man ol 111ukrs1and1n~ knowcth, ,l:c. 'l(j l!. 'knu .. uh • 70 z48 
+ ' and in~lruction ~-' l!i 1L • anJ to !um tlnl findcth J,rr h.: ", I j:I\C thanks' u:: • 1. 1,~,h,ng' 
,-, .S l!. art /araphras/JI 70 24M +'unto ltfe ·' :411 ,Jt!r /11rlh r ' l'r" r 1s tru,t {/,/, l<1l 'ncss) 111 a • n~IC' 
m asler (,. ,. God), lhan "iih .1 ,I, ad l,earl t,1 l'lrng to a d, ,ul one \ rn i,1ol) "'I(.\ II C ( > C•) 70 , 4 8 
254 307 ha.:.- 11,,. /JI/~ ' Sdf-colllrol of tw ,nul • So S r S ;: • • s. i$. G • froru thane a1 J <' .. trs · • 
l!. 'from 1hy 11 ill •·• \'o S (i • If thou ,_ ,m 10 th)' •nul h~ J, ligl t <'f (hN' ,, ·re 11,ou ·.ih make 1hee 
a rejoicing to 1hinc cntmics (24~ +' 111,o llt"ar 1h,,· m,, ll'c ') I, JI · rl ,1 fri,m 1,,,, f xix 3 
C·C l; 1o •ucitlJc.:rbcli1.:c.ltutl1c 'l'l"ll!-,1:LJu.: rlol. J),-.•1n1,.,,[,ft:\Jl111//, 11,l/i 'I S\ \,-; -,, .. ,,',i~1·tu, 
thou he not in ntl'd l,e;i,i,, )· $ ' I at 1ho11 l•ccnme nnl l\\ic•· n, poor I o a~H I!. ,,J,I, u•1tl1 s/1g'1! 

:3. This ,erse is quoled in l,w Imm,, nS~ '1 13 ,, \~n.rn, l, 
prepare. i.t. 1hink o,cr, \ll as nut co H>\\ r:uhl), 
And be not as one that . In making a r.1sh ,m• ,1 nun lempts <,od; for rash wws are nrol I ktly 10 be: kept, 

and di,ine punishmcnl \\ill en eon thei, being broken. lp. !leut. ,i. 16. 
24. m the latter day. 1. e, 1hc da)· of de.1th : cp. i. 13, " 26- 8 

He turneth away His face, Lit.' In the 1um1ni: ·'"·'Y ', i.e. whrn C ,od 1ums a"'Y ll1$ face or• hidelh lhs far:,,', 
cp. l Jeut. xxx1. 17, 18, xx,ii. so: f's.,. 10, nx. 7. llltanin,: lh,ll He repudi,,•ts the sinner. 

25. Remember... lie, .,u,c e, it ~.1ys mar rnmc qu,1e uno.J)C(ttdly: cp. nn• ,crsc; the rtfcrence is quite gener.il. 
26. From morning .•. i.1;. "11hin the sp,1re of~ smg,c d.1y .1!1 may b«, chan~ed; cp. Job 1v 19 :1. 

before the Lord. i.e. it i, the mil of Cod. 
:7. is discreet. ,/Xo~~~·'.,nrn,, cf I ro,·. ,,rn1. q tSept l. . 

in days of sinning. i c. when a man has succumbed 10 1rmp1a11on .and cor.''1l!lled sm. 
28. See critical notes. 
29. They that are wise . , . , , •. lhcir ulteranccs procl,.,m their wisdom. 

In that they... l'erh.lp:; m rt.:fucn~c to thl· \\ rllu lrnt1Sl Jf. ,,Ju, li.1:si Jl ,t he<'n j)tllHmt! (orlh :.pi pro,ubs 

XVIII. 30- X.\'.. :6. Warning, :igainst mriou, fauhs. Th1> dl\i>ion conlains nine subsection§, 

( ,1) .\'.VIU. 30-XIX 3· . • I ' • _. • -­
JO, The title Ill (i l uns: ·.-:,.K,>flT{HI f, , ... \. ln ""'-' or other \Ir the r.r. ,t~~- lHits .tr..: found b,fort JIX ... I).'.\\. • • • I 

xx,v. r, xxx. 1, 16, ,div. 1, Ii. 1: prohably"none of the:e beloni;ed to the or1~:nal. 
the lusts of thy :soul. Cp. 2 Tam. 11. zz; Jas. 1. 14. 

31. See cri1ical no1e. . 
3:. For double is .. , i.e. pO\·eny in purse and p,rweny III health. . _ , . 
33- Be not ,,, \!'i pt1rit.phr.•~t.:$· · Jic not 111.,u: a bq;i,:,,r b)· banqutting 1.ljl(IO tnrrv,qns:: . 1hi<, ~htn t:ikrn, ntt it 

must be, with the folio" ing clause. mak,s it taulologous. 
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SIRACH 1 9. 1- 1 1 

1 He that doeth this will not become rich, 
And td he that despiselh small thingsdd •will become wholly poor•. 

z \Vine and women make the heart lustful, 
r And he that clcaveth to harlots tJwill perish•'. 

~ 1• Moulder• and worms 1twi1J take possession of himkh, 
1 And a brazen soul will destroy its owner 1. 

(b) XIX. 4-1 z. A war11i11g against loo much talki11g ( = 2 + 3 + 3 distichs). 

ti 4 mlJe that is hastr in reposing confidence "is unwise•, 
0 And he that crreth sinncth again~t his own soul 0. 

;i Ile that hath ple.1sure in wickednessP qshall be brought to destruction", 
ti 'And he that hateth' gossip is without malice 1. 

7 ;,,.e,·er repeat a word".-
•Thcn no one will reproach thee•­

s " Speak not of it to" friend or foe-
Unless it be a sin to thee wreveal it not"-

.S 9 • Lest he 11 ho hear thee hate thee, 
1\nd regard thee as an evil-doer•. 

C. , o IIast thou heard somethingt? let it die with thee• ; 
• Be of good courage, it will not burst thee•. 

rr A fool travailcth in pain bbecause ofb a word, 
As a woman in labour 1'because of• a child. 

1·ariahims, 'For thou wilt become a snare unto thine own hfe and much tnlked about' dd-,1<1 ;5 ' he tint 
loveth the llesh ' c-e L,I. '" ill become altogether naked': ;, '\I ill inherit poverty ': IM rr11d(r111g n/ e:; («JTa 
papov ,,.,,,mar) is du~ lo II dou6/t! !-£~ > g-g So .S: 6 '\\'ill become reckless' (BA 'more reckless'): 
1L • will become ba<l ( nequam) ' h-h JI! .S > i So B Ne·• A C { '"7'''1) : Bb /o/loW(d ~· R. V, "~"' (N' rnpm) 
k-k I& hi. 'will inl,erit him' 1-1 So )!l .S: 70 248 'and he shall be destro)ed as (/ti. in) a lerrible (hi. 
grea1er) example' m Jll is wa11lti1g from lttn lo xx. 4 n-n So .S, !ti. 'wanting in understanding'. 
5 /ti. 'emp1y of heart ' o-o .$ ' I le II ho accUJseth his own soul, who II ill hold him guiltless?' V So N• V 
2;;3 l!. Syro-1 lcx: BA C Nc,a 70 'in his heart': 248 .S · in evil living' •1~1 So .S: 6 'he slull be condemned' 
70 248 +' he 1bat avtrteth his eye lrom pleasures crowneth his lifo' r 70 248 111w I' and he 1hat controllcth 
his tongue li1·eth without strife' • .S • repeateth' t ;S 'understanding' (=A ·heart'): 1L 'life'. In J!.. lht 
/,.,/ o/ llu'.r 11,rs, !,a, go/ ou/ o/ ordo 11 1L 'an e,•il and cruel (/,/. hard) 11 ore!'· N M 2 53 + 'in ('thy' 253) 
praJ er' ,., So.$: 6 'and thou wilt deri,·e no disadvantage' "-"' .$ 'deceive not' w-w .S '(then) pr.1y 
for them, but accuse no one' •-s So .S, wltic/1 011 lltt w!tnle ts prifaabl, lo I&' For if he hear thee he will 
guard himself from thee, and will hate thee (i. t. show himself thine enemy) at the (filling) time' 1 Lil. 
• .1 word': 1L + ':igain,t 1by neighbour' z $ 'rn thy hrart' a-a .S 'it rs not an arrow (,p. i•. 1 2 a) that rt 
should pierce through 1hee and come liurs1ing forth' 1,-b Lit. • in face of' 

XIX. I. He that doetb tlut;. [; ',\ worklllan th~t is a drunknrd': cp. Pro,•. x~i.17, xxiii. %1. 
he that despiseth... It is not easy ro sec the connexion bct"cen 1hc two clauses of this 1·erse; this want of 

conn~xron probably accounts for the reading or;', (see critic,,1 note), which is apparently an attempt to make sense. 
l'ossibl~ these words are to be explained m the light or 1:.ccles. "·I: • l>ead flies cause the ointment of 1he perfumcrto 
sentl forth a stinking sa,our,' i.e. lookmg upon any sins as venial must have evil results. 

~. Wine and women... Cp. Hos. iv. 11; Pro,·. :uxr. 3-7. 
make the heart .. , 11:i • make men of understanding to fall away' is a toning down of 1he directness or J!.!, 

3. Moulder and worms .. Cp. Pro,.1. 5, ,ii. 26, :7, "· 18. 
a brazen so11l. ;in, ::'!ll. Cp. ri. 4, :<ix. 3. and a similar phrase C'!ll"' lP in Is;,, lvi. 11. 6 'And a reckless soul 

shall be taken aw·a)'' is a free pl\Iaphrase; for ,oXpr,pu< cp. ,•iii. r 5. 
1hi XI\, 4-12 . 
. ; He that ts ... coafidence. ,i T''X~ (111rurr«i·6>1'; cp. v1. 7 µ:, ToxU fµrrunEVfT.?r, where the Hebr. ha~ MUJ~ ,.i~n ,~. 

unwise. co,<f,r» is not found clsel\here in the 0.T. in this sense. 
against his own soul. Cp. J>ro,. xx. 2 (Sept.), 

5. He that hath pleasure in wickedness. Th<: rcadin;t of N • ,rov~pu is evidently the more correct one (see crilical 
note I, The addition in 70 248 may well contain an echo of the original. 

6. ~ec er itical note. 
7 Never repeat. Cp. xhl. ,. 

Then no one . . Cp. Pro,, XX\. 10. 
8. Speak not of it. Cp. 1 Pct. ix. 15. Possil>ly;:, represents a more original text,' Decei,·e not friend or foe.' 

Unless it be a sin to thee. i.e. unless by keeping silence thou become a partaker in another's guilt. 
9. Lest he who. . . Cp. Proy, xx,·. 10. With (!i (see critical note) cp. xxii. 26. 
10. i t will not bunt thee. Cp. Job x:uii. 18, 19 (Hcbr. and Sept.). 
11. bi!CO.l!U' of II. word. ,;.,,.;. 1tp0<romou >.&you - i=ii 'l!l~t:I. 
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SIRACH 1!1. 1 :?-::q 

ti 1 2 Like< :marrow t h~t stickcth in t he fleshy thigh, 
Soi~ :1 word in the dinward parts4 of a fool. 

(c) X l.:-.. 1.3- 1;. Ou lal1111 afru11d lo task (Ill any 11tt1/ffr /-=: .1 + z di,tich~J. 

13 Reprove a friend•, ' that he do no evil '. 
And if he have done anylhin~. q that he c.lo it not .,gain•. 

q R epro\'e a lriendh I lest he speak 1 [•·vilJ, 
And if he have said (ill, that he do it not ,i-;::.,:11• 

1:; R eprove a friend k for often there is slamk1 1, 

A nd "'belic,e not"' nery word 
16 •Many a man " there is that slippeth•, i·though unintentionally". 

1\nd \\ ho hath not sinned 1 "ith his tongue 1 

17 ' R cpro, e thy' friend' 'before thou threaten him'. 
•And give place to the law• ot the '.\[ost ll igh • ... 

(d) XIX. 20 30. Tli,· flifft'rwa {,ef;,.,-r,r ll'isd.,m a11d crn/ti11tss ( = ! T l 4' ! + z distichs). 

20 • A ll wisdom is Ythc fear ofY the Lord, 
And a ll wisdom is the fulfilling of the La\\•. 

2 2 • B ut the knowledge of wickedness is not wisdom• 
"And the counsel of sinners is not unc.lcr,tancl1ng''. 

2.1 T here is a prudcncch1;, · anti the same is ab.,mi11at1on\ 
A nd there is a fool dwho is without'' sins" 

24 Bette r is one that hath small under»tandin~. and fearcth, 
T han one tha t ha th much prudence and tran,gresscth the L:iw 

c .<;o .$ u--d So .$ : 6 'belly , I!. hr.m' o .$ • tin· fr,cnd H ~· S 6 • 't m:I\' le he did : not' 
g-~1!, ·and shall not l,a\'c percdved it, an<l he s11·, I 'id.it not h11C z:;.13 s\' - 11,x 'I~) n<1;;hbour' 
H So .$ : tu 'tl m:t) re he said (it) not· · S 1h1 fr1cn,I' I ·~i; $ mere (Iii. ,a.!l) !.tnJer' 
m-m e48 .S let not thine heart 1,eline' n· Lit. ·•one S 11.n 1, 70 ~~ 8 + • m "ord' 
1!. + • with his tongue· ,.-, I it. ' not from the ~oul' ·1 70 I .$ ',lipp,.I' r· r .S 'rebuk,• 
the t\'il man' (rr,ul,11,: \:1 1i1S, 11,/ of ~" = l!'t neighh,.ur ') • i,: 70 2 1 l!. > l·l S 'for he h~1h 
opprcssrd manr' "S • aml bdit·\c not c,· .. ry won I of hi,' 1!. k 1 ' • 70 : 48 + • ll<c:ni: 
wi1ho11t \\ rath.' Thes· n/,nmwt hnr· 'Th,• fear of 1he 1.ortl" h, >q.;111ni11.; ofacc•p1a11ce (h) Ihm). aml 
wi:.dom " 111 gam lo\'<' from !111n. 1 h, knc,wleclgc of ,h,.. comnnndrnews of the Lord is hf<·.~n,ng iostruc.ion 
(/,/. instruction o f lif~); :rnd Ll,c)· who .lo the thmr:~ 1h.u arc ('lca<m:;: un·'> llim ':.ill pluck ti fruit of tht• trtC' 
of immonalit) ' ( = ,·-·. 1 !l, r q) S 111'< rls • Th,· wor,ls of l roph<>CI 111,I l!. • ' l.lecausc' 1-, C 
248 ·from' 1-• e;; /,/.•and in all ,,i,dom i~ the doing ot the I rn S ll. n I h le:ir of r.od. th·, 1s 

wisdom' ; ; o 248 + • 3n<l tla' knowl~.lgc of llis omni1>0tcncc·. /,, "'~'' h , \ mnt th3t sa. h unt 
his lord, I I\ ill not do :itconling to 11,y ,, ,II. though ht· ti() , , a lt r\\ 11 I, rn ,. l thlt feetl~th lum' 
(= 1•. 2 1) a-A S • Thtrc ,s no \\i,c min ,,ho is cl'il' h-1, .\ K \ I .SI. Ill!<' 1ml it 1s 01 (found) 
"here the counsel of "nn,·r, (1~ dc,·ml'cl) prutlenu,' 1 i. R, •11 .,, " o 1,;.3) m Ind of..,.,.,,,,... \l<t 

rx,gdi(a( 1111/a) r-c .S 1hat nc.itrth ~in,' ,1~1 [,1/. • wt,o , "111 "", 0 
,, S. 61!. '"' <lom • 

12. inward parts of. •;:,:, 1in:i rF.dusheim). 
(c) '\!X 13 17 
13. Reprove. . I Jere m the ,en<!' of·, ,hort '; if 1he rtadin~ nf \l"i be 1rccpted I hen 11 has 1hr force or 'cum,nc' 

In these verses the ,·arious meanin~s o( ,A•)\'°" are well illuc;tratch. 
14. Reprove. 1.e. expos1uh1c \\llh, or 1hc like. . 
15. Re~rove. 1. e. rind nu1 1he 1ru1h concorn,ni: him. 
16. that •lippeUt Cp. x~. 18. xxi. 7, X\\. 8, '"'"'· :6. 
17. Reprove. i. c. c:111 10 ,ccMm. 

give ~lace to the la w. ,. e. I .c,•. ,i~. 17. 
18, 19. See cmical note. 
(d) , ix. 20 30. 
: o. Ute fulfil!iog of the La w. Cp. J.,,. 1 '5· 
22. the knowledge of wickedness. . • l p \\ 1sd. 1. ~. S 
23. T here is a i:rudence. \hliou,.:h r.•o: ,, 1,>"' 1 ~uhtlt·1~ •• "r '1 ru,tcn,c ·, 1,; r1:-r1)' u~rri 1n '\ s:nnct ~t.nlW' 11 u lf'~ 

to adopt thts here. • ~uhtlt.'t)'; .l~ ,\ form ut \\ 1~dnm. 111-!Y Ot: a,:1Mul. hut ltl tlw !t'n5t', t , r.llt or ,c.h,tff> dc--d,n~ u 1, h 1, 

It is in this l.itt~r ~ens.c that It i, spokc:n of a,' :1n nbom1n:tt1on '. , 
A nd there is 8 fool .. , ·r1tc mc.tn1n,.: i,l tlw ,·t·r .. t• 1t1:1~ ?u• c-~pn.'-=-'cecl th1·$: ()n 1hr cint" h.10,I, tl1rre ,, ,1 JJ"•"'.}(1 t, I" 

of wi-.dom which can be m:ide bad ~ on tht.' either, llu:rc l!iii a l•.1il l~ pe cit 11,.,n \\ h1, h 1n;tl~ he J.!'"~11 t '"· pru,lt·nt e. '"' _ 
in itself, may lnke the form of cr.tft, ~and thus become h.ul: "l11le. to b1· ., hk,I. b.ui in ltk'lt. mnv t~ke the f,,rrn u1 
guilelessness, and 1hus become good. . 

24. \\ hat has JUS1 been smd ,. 1llusim1ed by tht< ,erst; ... .. 
t hat halh small understanding. ~""'l'"'"r iv u,w11t1, cp. 111, 13, xm. tl, IX\, l, 
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SIRACH 19. 25.-20. S 

a 25, There is r a s ubtle (form of) craftiness which is unrighteous 1, 

RAnd there is the man whos dcalcth tortuously to gain" a judgement•. 
2 6 There is one that walkcth k I bent and m ournfullym 1, 

20 

But inwardly he is full of deccitn. 
27 There is"" one with downcast look, 0 prctcnding to be deaf0, 

But Pwhen unobservedP, q he will get the better of theeq; 
28 And there is one whoQ•1, if for want of power he be hindered from sinning, 

Will do harm when he findeth oppor tunity. 

29 A man is known by his appearance, 
And the wise man recognizeth' him by his look', 

:io A man's attire 1proclaimcth h is occupation•, 
• And his gait• showeth what h e is. 

(e) XX. 1-!!. Tliere is a time for silence and a ti11:e for sprec/1 ( = 3 + z + z distichs). 

1 There is a reproof that is uncalled for•, 
Then he that is silent is wise. 

2 ~H e that reproveth a sinner getteth no thanks\ 
Hut let him that maketh confession •be spared humiliation•. 

4 d As is an eunuch that sojourneth with a virgin J~, 
So is he that would do right with violence•. 

5 'One' keepelh silence, and is accounlcdR wise, 
'And another I is despised for his much t:llking. 

r-r;, 'a crafty man who rejoiceth in deceiving' s-s e:; Iii. ' and there is one that . .• ' : ;!, • and there is one 
that accech perversely' h 6 Iii. 'to bring to light' i 248 + 'and there is a wise man who juscilieth the 
judgement k R,.idi11g with two cursnw, 1rop<t<>p.<sor ( = Syro-Hex), 111sltad o/ 1rov?prnnp.00< 1-1 ;!, • humbly 
and broken in spirit' n> e:. Iii. • "ich black' n 248 'burning deceit' nn So;, 1!.: 6 > o-o S 'planning 
c,·,I' r-p Lil. • ,, here he is not known ' <:1-<1 Lit. ' he will be beforehand wilh th~e ': 70 248 + · to harm 
(thee)' sq So $: G J!, •And' r So ;!, : e:. 'shall be known' • 01111'll111g :,·,'l/1 S a,ro o,,a,.-?"#"'' 
H So S ('occupation,· Iii. ' decd5 ' ) ; Q:i M, 'and laughter of the teeth' ,, ~ •appearance' ; 6 Iii. • the 
footsteps of a man ' i<0 -• • the seep of the root' 

• Lit. 'not comely' b-b So ;i',: 15 l!. 'how good it is to reprove rather than to be wroth': 70 248 + 'in 
secret' c-• Ld. 'be kept back from hurt '. Tltt 111krpo/alio11 (= v . 3), which 70 248 place a/ftr v. 8, l!. ajkr 
t•. 4, but 71'hich lr,,:1wlb· brlo11gs hen, runs: 'How good it is when he II ho 1s repro,ed manifcsteth repentance, for 
thus wilt thou escape wilful sin' •1 )ll is ,xta11f /rom h,n lo v. 7 1itd. du )ll + 'And the Lord will seek 11 at 
his hand • ll! 'U'TOIII(!)' lranspos(S th.- douses o/ flus t•1rse : th,· ;;·hQlc :·rrsc has got nuspla((d; ll! ll b m•, s,t·tral 
m rsir:rs, Syro-Hex plac, !ht suo11d clause o/ler xxx. 20 t-r Lil. • there is (one) that': so fl·t7111,rlly 

25. dealeth tortuously. What the Greek is intended to express here is uncertain; l wcn-pirf,"'" x,ip,. is lit. 
'that distorts grace' (R. V. ' that pen·erteth favour') ; but it is best to take xap,• (=the l-lcbr. i.ll0:0, • for the snke of') 
with rnv ,,<f>,-,.,.., and co regard ~wVTp•<f>..v as the renderin:: of ~n!:no (' that dcalcch tortuously' J; cp. the Septuagint of 
Ps. ,, iii. z8, z Sam. ,xii. 27; 8,a.,,jmr = ~m:nn (cp. also Ueut. x,xii. 5) ; the clause thrn forms a good parallel to the 
other half of the ,ersc. 

26. See critical note, and cp. xii. 11. 
that walketh bent and mournfully. Cf. Ps. xiii. 10; Mal. iii. q. 
full of deceit. 1r~~P?• M>.ov: cp. Aces xiii. 10 ,rX~p~s """'""' a.l>.ov. 

27. one with downcast look. uw•vtf.w• r.pO<T0>no,: cp. Job ix. 27 uv,, ;;,i, .. , Tt:i 1rpoo-•nt<:>. 
28. Sis probably rii;ht, as against 6, in not joinung this verse on 10 the preceding. 
30. And his gait . . . In the Babylonian Talmud directions are given as 10 how the inner worth of a man may 

be gauged by his ournard appearance and behaviour, Ber11khot/t 43 o, l:.,uoi,165 6 (Ryssel). 
(t) XX. 1 8. \\i1h this;subsection cp. xix. 4- 17. 
z. He that reproveth • . . ln this clause the rendering of S is co be preferred as litung in better with the context 

than 6. 
thanks. Cp. xii. 3, where the H ebr. ;'IJ' t) has the sense of ' thanks'. 
But let him . . . Cp. , iii. 5. 

For 1•. 3 sec cm,cal note. 
4. The point of the comparison is that in neither case is the design accomplished. 

right. La. ';udi;tment '. 15 for the second cl.,use, 'So is he that executeth judgements with violence,' laking 
t:!l::'>:> in a le~al sense. For the phrase t:l!l:!'O i"lt:ll/, i.e.' to do justice;• maintain the cause' of some one, see 1 Kings 
viii. 45, 49: Ps. ix. 5. 

5. One keepeth silence... Cp. Pro,•. xvii. 28, Pirqe Aoollt i. 18; 'Simon [the son of Gamal iel l) said, " All my 
days I have grown up amongst the wise, and have not found aught good for a man but silence; not learning, but doing, 
is t he groundwork; and whoso multiplies words occasions sin.'" 
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SIRAC! l 20. 6-15 

6 One kecpeth silence, having naught to say ; 
And. another. ke~pc:th sil~nce, for he secth (it is) a time (for siknccl. 

7 The w~e man 1s s1knt until the (proper) tim1c, 
Hut the arrogant and the scornerb 1take no note• of the time 

8 *He that is abunda11t in \\OIU is abhorred~ · 
And he that taketh to himself autholity1' is hated"'. 

(f) XX. 9 J;. T/1ings art //(I/ alway.r ,"11111 th,y .rum ( == z + 3 + 3 + 2 distich~). 
9 "

0 Sometimes it is advantageous for a man•· to be in advcrsitv• 
q And sometimes prospnity rcsulteth m harm •1. • ' 

1 0 'Sometimes a. gift th<:rc 1s ~hat profit<:th thee nothing, 
,\nd sometimes a gift brmg<:th double rec .. mpcn,c. 

11 Sometimes cometh loss• through honour 
',\nd sometime-. honour cometh thro;gh los,". 

12 u••Some buy•• much for little•, 
, \nd some pay sc:venfold. 

13 •The wise man with few words •·•makcth himsc·lfbc:Jovcd" 
But the pleasantries of fools an; wa~tcd ... ' 

q The _gift of a fool profitelh thee nothing•, 
7f•or he looketh for recompense• scvenfold•r · 

15 He giveth little, and upbraidtth much, ' 
And opcncth his mouth bJ ike a crier·, 

To-day he lendcth, to-morrow he will dl·mand it back. 
I fateful is such an one to God and men . 

" G l!. ' found' h-h )ll · the rool' : lht t,.rl ,s ,wru/1,/. r L,:,~1 n,1J yt,, in ( Smtnd) • r, • the Lr.1£! ·a t mJ 
the fool': S 'the arro;:ant and th<· unrighttOU$': ]!. • tht I auc r,1~· .,nd ti" ~hmict. ss • i , \ ,i .S: !. 
e:i • O\'erstcppeth ' • jlj ,s m111l1i1.; fr,,m ha. la v. 12 ina, • l!. aniureth his wul' I l!. .,. • y 
111 ;I, • his life will be hated': ;o e.18 +•How i:<,od 11 1s \\lun he \\ho 1, rq,11.n<"<I m 1mfe5trlli rqo<-n,~m< ,ur 
thus wilt thou t'SCape voluntary ,jn': s , . ~ ,16""'' (1101,) n • :S 'there 1s IILH \\Inch i. to a mln\ hurt' 
u-u (i hi. 'there 1s prosperity' r ;o 2~1> l!. + 1ha1 is a sinner' ~~1 (i /ii.• .\nd tlie1~ 1, d 1:Jm 1h11 
turneth to loss' , -r /11 p!a~e Q/ lhrst l.t·o .,n,s ;i!, h<1 : ·Fora, 1hou throwtst a s'.ont• al .l l,:rd, 1hus C,IUSIO!; 

it 10 fly, rn dost thou destroy the friendship of thy 1rue friend, and Jinde•t it no m,,re' (= xx1 :o+ x~,11. z:;, 
.Harl) • 6 /1/. • humihat1011' 1-1 (i /,/. · a\ncl th<rc is (1hc m~n· tha.t hall, l:ftt I up lie, h.lll from a lo" 
eMa1t, • u-u $ 'One lt:ndcth much lik,· (i ,. as tl,ou~h it \\de) little J• (i hi.• Tht,r, i, (the matt) that 
buyeth' ,. 17uS :,.;trsr 1S (_\·/a11/ 1!1 JI, but is J1aad .ifhr '.'{X.\vii. 26 ~ "Ills 11 " '\ S-, ~ . 111i1d:.rrll1rllr 
omtlltJ III J!I " R, atlmg ,~i::::-•. JQ '1,oureth rorth "isdom ·, ,111 ct,·,, us(> , ,rru{'I It.\/. 15 /,/ · Jrc pourctl out' 
)I/ 1s u·,111!111g /rom /1,rt lo ~xi. n 111d. • ;o 2 18 + '(11ho} rtct·nt·,, (n), H> 1s n "ilh the n1r;;:arJ "ho only 
ghcth under compubion l Y 1!:i /,/, 'For h1, C) t'$ ar, man) an,tt,l· I uf om·': 11 II .,Jds • "1· h a \1, 11 to rec, 1,·c • 
1: So .S &So .S ]L 1,.1,s 'and spc,1ktth c,11 an<l lieth' c ··So 1 11! S. l!:i J!. > 

6. having naught to say. (.i lfur he It.uh no .10::.wcr•: tJ.c tli!>CU:-s.iun., 1 t tht: \\1:--l' l,ften CV ,l th1.: form t:f \,ue- 1 n 
and answer; cp. Pro\•, xv . 23t1, x\'i. 1 b. 

7. The wise man . . . lp. x.,. ~o 6: .Eccles. iii. 7 
tnke no note. 6 '01•crs1eppeth ', but in xviii. :7 J.! i, fo!lO\,cd by 70 :41; (,cc critical note thrrd. 

8. be that taketh . . 1. c. He who arrogates tu himself the sole nhhl 10 spe~k. For 1ht addition 10 this Hrsc in 
some Gr. MS::,. and l!. see critical note. 

(/) xx. 9-17. 
9. prosperity. Lit. r sain 1 , t;p,J.llr, cp. xxix. 6/J. 
10. a gift. i.e. which 1s 1:11cn to ano1hcr. . 
11. honour. Lit. 'glory·. \\'ith the ,c1,c q,. r Sam.11. 4. 
1z. The origm:tl tc::xt probably prcscnlctl a <.:mllr,tS-1.' .,s inc..lll,\lcd in th1..· tcxl. ~""'"'"'d:n.,; to(; the 1th.:.,ni.n.,: "AUIJltl f..ie 

that a tnn.n thinks he has nude a g-ood b.,rgam, hut 11m.Js tli.\t he ,._., ldt1111 It« ly a ~ood ~h.al t\C'lf.,.e uff: · I hcu: 1=, 1ha.1 
buycth much for little, and payeth for it sevenfold,' i.e. app.ucnt good for1un< is in real11y a loss. 

J3. This verse fonns th~ antithesis 10 ~-. 8. 
pleasantries. ~·iP""• ht.' kindne,se,; ·, cp. :uix. 15. 
wasted. i.e. thrown away; for the Hcbr. cp. Lam. i,·. r. • . .

1
.,. 

q. profitelh thee nothing l!ccau,e \\hat 1s t,pn1nl m r<·turn 1s much n111re th.in wl1.1t lta, b<tn re(t11ed. "'' 
'fool' is here, according to Uen-Sira, a rogue as v.cll as n simplcmn. , _ , . ,. 1 

15. He giveth lttt:le... In Ho,ulwt/1 ,v. 2 (1'. )./ rdtrtncc l:i n,a,.c i., those \\ho Cl\'C .lltle, .,nJ repro,c mud, 
(quoted by Smcnd). ... . . 

upbraidelh much. Cp. """· 1 S; the upbr.11tlm~ refer:; to the rt'proachcs m:lde bcc:.usc ht' dot's n~t rer•h c 
back as much as he expected. 

And openelh . . . i.e. he complains to all the world. 
Hateful .•. to God and mtn. Ct'· t . 7, 



S IRACI I 20. c6-25 

e;; 16 The fool saith: ' I have no friend, 
And my good deeds receive no th.1nks ; 

They that eat my bread arc evil-tongued".' 
17 How oft-and how many lherc a1c-thcy laugh him to scorn•. 

(,g) XX. 18-20. Co11ami11g-1msraso11able spuc!t (= 3 dblichs). 

r8 r~ :\ slip on the pavement is better than a (slip) of the tongues; 
.So doth the fall of the wicked come swiftly'. 

,i; 19 h As the fat tail of a ~hct:p, eaten without sail, 
.So is a word spokLn oul of seasonh. 

11:i 20 A parable from the mouth of a fool is worthless 1, 

For he ut tereth it out of ~eason. 

(/1) XX. 11 13. Som<",,,.,. 1111111/mti,mallJ• ,11itlio11/ si11, ,11/1ik ot/1t'N Sill i,1/mtio11ally (= 3 distichs). 

u One, through want, is hindered from sinning, 
"And \,hen he re;.lcth he will not be troubledk; 

n Another dcstroyeth his life through sense of shame, 
And pcri~hcth I through '"his want of frankne,,gm. 

23 And another, for shame·~ sake, maketh promises to a friend, 
~Thus making for himself" an enem} "without reasono. 

(i) XX. 24 26. Tit,· Liar sltall be dcslro;•cd (= 3 distichs). 

24 A lie is a foul blot in a man, 
It is continually [found J in the mouth of the ignorant. 

2;; 1•J>rcfcnblc is a thief to one who continually lict hv, 
·•But both shall inherit dcstrnction••. 

,I e:. lit. 'e,•il "ith their tongue' : ;5 • like a rock of ;tone' • 70 2 48 + 'For he hath not honestly received 
[1ha1 "bid, be po,,csscth I; lik~wise th.it which he hath not is unimport.1nl (aa,a<f,<>pov) 10 him': so l!., ,.w,plmg 
/1,,,t it,sl<ad ef' received' 1/ nods 'distributed' f -f ;5 'As waters poured out on a ,ocky stone, so is the tongue 
of the ",eked amon~ the 11gh1eous' ,-g l!. • The slip of a f.thc tongue ,s as one fall mg upon the pa"emem' 
L-Li Su ;:. : 6 l!. • .\ man wahoUl grace is (a,) .1 t,1blc out of season (JL ta Lula ,ana)': 6 l!. +' It will be cominually 
in 11,e mouth of tlie ignorant' ( = 1•. i 4 b) i 6 lit. 'will Le rejected ' k-k S ' and who that is I ighteous 
taketh his case in (hi,) wealth?' I So S: e;; l!. • dcslro)elh it' m-m So S: e:; 'by a foolish countenance' 
<>-n 6 /,/. ' am! hath obtained· o-.. /wp,a,• 1~P .S ' he Jovcth stealing as \1t:II as lying' q-11 .S 'and his 

16. I have no friend. H,s g,,od deeds have been unable to make friends for him, because his constant seeking for 
rccompcnsc has depnn:-d them of all ,·irtue. , 

receive no thanks. i.e. not sufficient thanks a,cording to his estimate. 
They that eat my bread. 1.e. that Ii,·e on his chant)'· 
evil-tongued. <j,n,Am yAwuur, : ,. e. they do not thank and praise lum sufficiently. 

1 7. How oft . . . The cs,ence of folly 1s not to :,ee how others scorn 11. 

(g) xx. 18-:0. 
J8. A :::.lio. • • Smend quotes Zeno: ,cptirro11 tt,m, r~ ff'oai UX1a8at11«111 q TJj )'~c.>uvc.r, 

So doth. . . !he point of the comparison is that each is sudden. 
19. fat tail. Cp. £,cod. xxi,c. 22. 'i!:i cuts the obscure allusion, compresses, and adds 24 b to make the couplet' 

(Uart,. 
20. A parable... Cp. l'ro,. xx\'i. 7. 

''" xx. 21 23. 
:1. want. i.e. po,crty. 

hindered from sinning. Cp. xix. :8. 
And "hen he resteth. . . i.e. he" ill not be conscience-stricken when, after the day's acti,·ities arc over, he 

th inks over" hat be ha5 dune. O/, •nra•"l''i"'""• liL ' he will not be pricked (at heart)'. 
22. Another destroyeth. . . Cp. iv. 20-21. 

want of frankness. L,t. • the covering of his face'. 
23. an enemy without reason. llecausc, bem" weak, he promises what he cannot fulfil, and thus makes enemies 

unncccssaril)', 0 
• 

Ii) xx. :4 26. 
24. A lie is . • Cp. xxv. 2. 

of the ignoranL ti.ff'matl n,>.,., i. ('. those uninstructed in wisdom. 
2s. a thief. Cp., 14, where a thief .md 'one that hath a double tongue' are mentioned together . 

. . shall inherit destruction. Cp. Ps. 1. 6; Prm•, xv. 5, 9. 
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SIRACIC 20 26-~I. 3 

5 l6 The end' of a liar is dishonour•, 
And his shame is C\'Cr' with him. 

(a) XX. Zj-31. The Nc.,•,1rd ,,j tit,• ,,•i.1t· mu/ pr,11/,·111: /•11/ :,•i.,,/,,111 11111)'/ /•,· ,l/'f·1r,nt 11 .. ~ di,t ,IHI. 

27 u.The wise man advanceth himself by mean~ of his words•, 
,\nd a pruucnt man rulcth "' the grc.11. 

28 " H e that tilleth h1,1 land rai,;cth high h s he.1p , 
And he that plca,cth the g reat atoncth for \HOil~ •. 

29 Presents anu gifts blind the eyes •of the \\ise , 
And as a muale on the mouth turn awa, 1eprouk 

30 " lliddcn \\hdom and concealed trcasurc, 
\Vhat profi t is the1e in Lither·> 

3 , Be tter is the man th.1t hidcth his follr 
Than a man that hi<le th his wi,dom hd, 

(b) A XI. I 10. 'l/11· ,\ '11t11rt" ,if S/11 (= 1 + i + 2 + 1 -t z+ i di,tich,I 

21 1 • i\Iy son, hast thou s inned, (then) add not thcn,to ; 
.And pray toncerning thy former (s111s)'''· 

2 • F lee from s in ''as from the face of a serpent d; 
F or if thou come nigh it. it will bite thee•; 

Like 1 the teeth of a lion •arc the teeth thereof.~ 
IL , layeth h the souls of men. 

3 Like a two-edged sword is all iniquitr', 
F rom thL stroke thereof is no hcalin~. 

wan 11ill bnng him to drstrudon' r S,, .S l!'i 'tlispo,i11on • S • fc r ,I cur;c t :S • ,l~~trO)' J' 
" l!:'i l!. IIIStl I //,, Ill/, : Panbohc ,,1yini;s: /,/. ' 11onls I ll. ' 11 orr) ') of p, r.1b • ·• i, I n I hat IS full .,f "I.<: 
parables sho\\eth hotn51.'lf humble (/1/. small)' "'.'o .S (i l!. • 1,lt.1,1.il, 1-,;; > r ~o : ,., l!. 11/1 
otha, >'hos' • :I!, +' and he 1ha1 ,k,cth ju,11cc ,·x;itt,·tl, himself' •· • l!. • iu,l:cu11 ;, > L "//u , 1 r , 
rtcur 111 xii. 11, 1,5. ,du'.!, s,t < J,t '111 both' ,1 ~ 18 + • Bctt,r 1s per,btc ,, r.1ncc (/,/ p11,nlt/ 
in scckini: 1hc Lord th:,n a d r i,w (!,/. ,h.iriolccr) vf ltis O \\ ll lift \\llhc,u1 .t ma,1cr 

·-• .:5 > L l!. + 'tlt.lt 1hc1 may be fot1:1n 11 111cc' < .S ,ts• m1 rnn' 
jO 2~8 &c. ~,,~,.,.m = 1!,.. 1 \'. ~ ,11/,• ;S 1s f.1bd1ood •• J ,t. "'...I.H'.Oi!' 'Is 

• ~?t"•• · Au/ 
:in hJrlot' 

z6. T he end . . . The rcndcrin:; of£ 'i. n1.1m:cs1ly rii;ht, since niN even ,n the sense of "f,1tc" J, •cs nol smt here ' 
(Smend/. 

XX. :7-'.\XII I. 2;. Further \\arnin1, and Cuntr,t>ts. rt11, J111s1on has cle,cn su.:>,ccuons. 
(,1) X'\. 27· 3 1 
27. by means of his words. ;., ( J of the i11s1rurncnt or 111< .1ns1 A,:>•••· 

, .. ruleth the great. ~mcnJ 11tinks th,,t the rcfcrcnu· 1s to j, "ish s.tJ:CS al 1hc court o( ,1 Centrle ktng, :inJ •h,1t 
perhaps Uen-~ira had here some putrcular h1stonc.1I pcrson.1gc 111 mlf1d, 11 ho throui:h t11s ,n~ucnce "u .1blc to be of 
help to his co•rehg ronists ; sc~ 1•. 28 b. 

:8. He that tilleth. (. p. I'm, . xii. 11. Just .,s prop,:r;11ten1to11 to tlw l.,nd lmn:;s ,i- rcwud, so docs due atttnt on 
p:ritl to the g reat result in real .,drnnt.1;;,·, 

his heap. i. c. of corn. . . 
a toncth for wroa~. It is, cry po~~•ble that the reference here i> to tloe \\1c,ngdu1.og of aome Jc•, 11h1ch wa, 

O\'erlooked through the kind offices of ,ornc rnrluentral Jcw1>h pc1'on, perh.,p, Ben-~rra himself. 
29. P resents .. , C p. l'rov. xx 1. q. ~ or t<> 11, cp. :->cpt. of z ~am, mi. ::, 6; Hosea x. 16 ( • .inn . 

the eyes of the wise. Cp. IJtut. '" i. 19 (!iept.J. 
a muzzle. Lit. ta gag:•. 

30, 31. Sec cri11cal 1101c. 
lb) XX!. t lo. 
, . A nd pray. 1. c. for fori,:l\·cness. 
:z . Flee from ... CP'· l'ro,. xm. ::1. . . 

it will bite thee. Cp. l'rov. u1i1. 3:. wh~rc •lrong d rtnk t> tompared to .1 -crpent thal b11cs. 
the teet h of a lion. Cp. x.x,·i,. 10; Joel ,. 6. 
lt slayeth . • . Cp. t Pet. --. S. . 

3. a t wo-edged swo rd. Cp. l's. cxltx. 6; l'rO\ , . 4; ;ind the Sept. of Judge, 1i1. 16. 
n o healing. Cp. ,ii. 28a. 



SIRACH 21. 4-11 

e:; .i kTyranny and violencet makckk habitations' desolate, 
Andll lhe ho11sc"' •of the arrogant• is rooted 011t•. 

;, The supplication of the poor man comethP unto llis ears, 
q And his vindication' cometh quick(yq. 

ti He that hateth reproof '[walkethJ in the path of a sinner', 
Hut he that fearctl1 God' will turn [to Him) whole-heartedly". 

$: i ,-The wi,e disccrncth him that is before him, 
,\nd spieth out the ,inner at once'. 

1!i S He that buildcth his house with other men's money 
Js as one gathering stones for his w,cpulchral mound•. 

9 (Like) tow wrapped to;::ether is the a•sembly of the ungodly, 
:\nd their end is the name of fire'. 

10 The way of sinners is 'made smooth without• stones', 
.\nd at the end thereo f is" the pit of Hades". 

t<") :\XI. 11-1;. 1/u .-,,11trnst {,£ta•cc11 the god!;• 111t111 who is wise and the godkss 111a11 w/10 is a fool 
( = z + z + 2 + z distichs). 

11 He that keepeth the Law controllcth •his natural tendency•, 
.\nd the fear of the Lord is the consummation o f Wisdom bo. 

k-J. $ •from morning till evenin1( kk .$ 'she maketh' I So.$: G 'riches' 11 So .$: 6 l!. 'so' m S 'many 
1•alaces': lL • the wc:ilth ' •·n .$ > 0 R,.,11/111g, 111slt,11I if •p~i,..Sr,u«a,, U'ilh 1!., up1( .. 9"", rn,: .$ • sh~ rootclh 
out PS,, 1!. on/J · 15 · is from the mouth Q-<J S ' and 11 ascende1h unto the presence or the eternal 
Judge' r lit. •judgement' •-· .$ • is an unrighteous man ' · lL ' (it is) the mark of a sinner' l So A .$ !- : 
K fl C · the Lord II L,1. 'in heart ' : .$ • from his heart' ,-v eli • I le that is mighty in tongue is known afar 
off. and the man of understanding knoweth when he slippcth' '"'" Rtad with 248 ur X"'I'" (= .$)/or «r 
X"l'"''a (i!:i) :48 + 'for his Lomb' x 248 + 'unto destruction' 1-Y .S · is a stumbling-block to 
them r. u >.,e..,. = jJNO u ·n !: 'a deep pil' : JL inferi c1 tencbrae et poenae 

•-• S,, $ (=,~· 111i•1111d,rstond hy 6): K' > (h11b K •-•) b-h !: 'and he that feareth the Lord lacketh naught' 

4. Tyranny. <oTar,>.q')'p•: , is or.. >.,y.; it might ha,c also the meaning of• intimidation'. 
habitations. This rendenni; (of,;;) is preferable to 1ha1 of 6 because one expects a parallel to •house' in the next 

clause ; sec lurt her critical note. 
is rooted out.. Cp. Prm·. ~v. :5. 

5. His ears. i. c. the car~ uf c;od: cp. Ps. x,i. 8, c~. 5. cxx.~ix. 10. 
And his vindication . . . See the rendering of .S for this clause in the critical notes; perhaps it is to l>e 

preferred to l!i. 
"· in the i:ath. I, 'X'."• ht. 'in the track' (cp. 1!. • vestiJ?ium est'); cp. Prov. x,•i. 17. 
7 The conte~t maks:s 11 prnbable 1ha1 the rendering of$ is nearer the original than 1ha1 of 6. 
o. He that buildeth his house. .\ figurative expression for making a fonune; cp. l's. xii,. 16. 

sepulchral moun.d. See cruical note. 
,,. tow, '"""f"'°" = n,l,IJ; cp. ha. i. 31 and Judges xvi. 91 the only occ"rrcntes of the word in the O.T, 

the assembly of the ungodly. For 1he phrase uu•"Y"'Y<i a,61'"'" cp. vii. 16, x,i. 6. 
the flame of fire. i.e. Gehenna; for the expression ¢>.,if ,rep,'< cp. v1i1. 10. 

10. without stones. Lp. Isa. !,ii. 10. 
the end thereof... Cp. Prov. xiv. 12 b, xvi. 25 b. 'In Ecclcsiasticus the problem or retribution lakes a peculiar 

form. On the one hand it is uncompromisingly 1ory, and refuses 10 ad1111t the possibility of the nc" vie"s as to the 
future life. ,\ll retnl>utton, w11hout exception, is confined to 1h1s life (c:p. xii. 3, 4). On the other hand, 1h1S wnter 
supplements l:.«k1el"s theory of exact individual retribution with the older ,iew which E1ek1cl all;ickcd, and seeks to 
cmtr Its ob\'ious defocls with the doctrine of the solidarity or the family. A man"s \I ickedness must receive its 
H'<<•rnp<ns•· either ,n his O\\n person in this life, or, foihn1: 1hi$, m the persons of his suf\'i-,ng children, since Sheol 
knows no retribution. Thus, on the one hand, he teaches the doctrine of individual retribution (see ii. 10, 11, ix. 12, 
~i. :•,. :7 I-, xii. ,1. but this 1heory or mdiv1dual retributton \\aS inndequa1c, for obviously all men did not meet with 
,hear dc,ens. Hence a m.in"s sms are v1sued through the e,·il remembrance of his name and in the misfortunes or his 
.:hilJren ,1l1er luin. Thus our author declares that a man's character shall be manifest in the fortunes of hi,. children 
I 'Ce ,i. 28, ,aiii. 24·6, :d. 15, xii. 6). On the other h:lnd, the children of the righteous are blesl (xliv. tl-13). Since 
i h,:1e •• 1hu, 110 rctr1l>\lt1on be)·ond the gr.l\c, 1here is no orga111c rdauon bet"ecn 1his life and the life in Sheol (in xxi. 10 
t hou~hts of the venal cha,actcr of Sheol do seem 10 be present, though noa in harmony "1th the doctrinal system of the 
,1mh .. r). ~he"! is ou1 of the sphere of moral ~ovemm,:nt; for there no account 1s taken of man's past ltfe on earth 
""· 4 • there t• then· nn rcco~niuon or God (x'""· 28); in that region there is no delight or ltfc (xiv. 16); its inhabit,rnts 
art• Lueft ,.f h1:ht ("ii. It I; they arc plunged in an eternal sleep (xliv. 19)' (Char:es, Esclwtology ... , pp. 162 ff.). 

f,) XX!. 11-17 
11. conlrolleth his natural tendency. 11:i 'becometh master of the intent thereof', as though the reference were to 

! h Law "~• critkal note/; cp. 1Jidduslti11 30 6 (T. Il.): • I created the evil tendency (l,1'1n , 11•) [and] I c1cated the 
J or .. h for hcahni,:. It )'C occupy yourselves with (1he study or] the Toran, ye will not fall into the power of n (i.e. or 
'he e, ii t•n<lcncy)'; and q,. also Plr9, Aloth iv. 2: •\\ho is mighty? He 1ha1 subdueth his nature (l, ~').' 
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SIRAC II 21. 1 2-23 

12 d H e that is not wise• will not be instructed, 
And"" there is a wisdom' which maketh bitterness to aboundd. 

13 The knowledge of a wise man aboundeth like a •spring of waler• 
And his counsel bis likch 1the water' of life. ' 

14 The heart kof a fool is like a broken vessel, 
1 Ile holdeth no kno\\ ledge 1. 

15 If a man of underst~nding hear a wise word, 
lie commendcth 11, and addeth thereto, 

"'If a fooli~h man hear it, he mocketh at it .. , 
A nd casteth it behind h is back. 

16 The discourse of a fool• is like a burden• on a journey, 
But grace• is found qon the lips of the wise"'. 

17 T he utterance• of t he prudent i, sought form the as~embly, 
A nd his words are pondered in the hean. 

(d) X X l. 18-28. Flfrthcr ,w1lrnst /,cf,,•cm the .~,,di; 111,111 a11d tltr j,W ( = 1.,. 1 .._ 1 + .l , 1 + z cli,:ichsl 

18 As a prison-house• is \\"isdom to a fool, 
And the knowledge of the wise' a, •coals of fire". 

19 As• chains'" on (their) feet is instruction to the foolish. 
And a, manacles on their right hand. 

21 As a golden ornament is in,truc11011 lo the wise, 
A nd as a bracelet upon their rii.:ht arm. 

20 The fool lifteth up his voice with l,,ughtcr, 
But the\\ bcx man smilt:thr in silence•. 

Jlc 22 a The foot of a fool hastetl1 into a house, 
23 /, Hut it ii, •good manner,• bto ,t:ind outside". 
23 a The fool through lhc doo1 looketh into a house, 
22 6 But the caut ious man 'demeans him~elf humbly ' . 

• 2 48 'the acceptation of Wisdom': l!, + 'and undcr,tanding' <l I S > r 1!. + • in (1b1 "}11, h is) ~oo<l': 
~ I ii. 'crafty' "'" N ,\ L 'But' r /.,/. 'craft inn, ' .Sa .S 6 1!. lh>0d rurl,n~ ~,:.':) "' ad ~J ~~: -:, 
L h lL 'abidcth' H StJ S 6 ·a founiam : z4K • a pure foumam (:is) k S .:, l!. 6 h 11'\\arJ parts 
1-1 .S • he lcarncth no knowledge all the days of lu, lifo': ;o 2~8 + m h" I,(,: "' ... e; The "antori 
man hcareth it, and il <lisplca,eth him ".S the ungodh ' "Si: l!. S)ro-1 lex • a 1. n., burden' r .\ "> 
N •-• ' parable' •1-q .S ' in all the >J)Ct'Ch of the rigl11eous r /.,,. moulh' • .\ ~ l!i l!. • - l,ou,e li' it i, 
d~slroyed' t So N° M/1•: 6 :S l!. ·unwise' " S ;: 6 '11. uncx.unmrd word. ' \, i' : 6 > 
,.. S 'a net' i: :50 .S 1L : 6 clcv .. ·r' (,r.iv,;t,,yo.) > <;, .S: Ci 1!. + • ~<:au.:d} & I: n 1,c.icc 
•· ·• JI! c;•s:, ,,:i:i ( = S) · 1he glory of a 111.111 • (Sm,11,I '''I' tm,s 1 '::'':l/ ,, 11:i.:q •· I, .\ II:, ;; \I ,,,, ,~,· ;-·::i 
'in the house of his people· (Smmd tOllj«luus 11CJ,' > 1JJI •· , J!1 o•:i, J,'::,• (- ,hall humb.s m.111:· ). / , "11· I, 

12. n wisdom. ,rn.a,•pyiu, cp. xi:<. 23. . . . . . 
•• • which maketb ... (.r.,funess 1s .1 kmd of wisdom \\h1<h 1s often .1 c.iusr of sorrow nnd bntcrncs, to others. 

13. aboundeth like a s pring of water. II:, rc;i<l :OlJ':l, the lcchnic.d llch«·" '"''<l t»r lh<' I lo,oJ, m,te.ul of~-:-: 
('a spring'). Cp. hn;~Abol/1 \'i. 1, where II is sat>' thnl 1hc man \lho is busied ,.,,h 1hr I a" is l•~e ·a ,prin;; that 
ceasclh not, and .. ~s. a ri,·cr tlut contmucth tu rlo,, on·. In i1. 101 f tln_• :-...UUL tr.1ct.,tl, R.11,1,i l.lt .,zar 1Jct1 \i.,.._ '"' ..:,1111.: J 
n' wcllin1: spring' because of his cle\'otion 10 the study of the I.,". . 

•. . like the wa ter of life. Cp. the M1clri1sh .S,ju IS\ ,r 'As \\aler gn·eth hfo to the world, so do the "aters of 
t he T orah give life 10 the world.' 

14. like a broken vessel. Cr,. ]er. ii. 13. 
15. caste th it behind ... Cp. J::zck. xx1i1. 35.· 
16. grnce. For 1he word used in this cnnnuuon cp., i. 5, "· 19, nx, ii. 21 ; Ps. xiv. J: l'ro,·. xxii. 11 ; Eccles. x. I:. 
17 .. . • are pondered in the heart. Cp. xiv. z1. 
(d) XXJ. 18-28. I • • •• 

18. coals of fire. i.e. to a fool. S is preferable hnc, b<-rause the context dem.1n.;; sumctl11n;; th.it 1;; u1!.l~rce.1lile 
to the fool to correspond with •prison-house' in the lir,t c!nu;e. 

19. Contrast vi. 24 IT. 
21. 1 hat this ,erse should come before, •. 20 ,; manifest, cf. n•. 22, 23. 
:zo. the wise man. -:ra•·oi'1l..,o,·. 
22 , z3. In }l thc-~e ,c.l":tc~ h:ivc got mb.pl.,ccd: both \Cr::;cs arc prcscn·cd in a quot.uion m ::·,, .... ~ ,;·~.,, N"', ~ 14 ,, 

(' The Lecture of our holy Rabbi,' i.e. Jud.1h ha·:\.,s1,, .,n c1h1c.1_I 1re;u1,,·; :. 5z 1t ~1.., ,1uote<l ,n lh I, ,tiy.<>r:~rn 
T almud, N idda 16 b, Pesacltim 11: a (Cowley and Neubauer, p. ul\l. 

23. good manners. For the Hebr. phra,c tp. l'roY. ll'.X. 3· 
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S IRACH 21. 24- 22. 6 

E:'i 24 'Ti,; unseemly• for one to listen at the door, 
,\nd the ,1isc man would be grieved 'at t he shameful act 1. 

2r, The lips of b:ibblersR [only) rcpcath 1 what others say1, 
J Hut the words of the wise are weighed m the balanceJ. 

26 The heart of fools is in their mouth, 
Hut the m )11th of the wise is kin their heart k. 

2; \Vhen the fool' cursc:th his adversarym, 
I le curseth his own soul. 

28 The whisperer dcfileth his O\\ n soul, 
1\ nd is hated n wheresoever he sojourneth •. 

ll) XX I I. 1 2. T/1c Dcspicablmm of Slot/1 ( = 2 distichs). 

22 1 The slothful man is like' a filthy stoneb, 
.;; ~ E\'cn one Aeeth from the stench thereof0 • 

6 :, '1,\ slotl{Cul man is like• the filth of a dunghill", 
lie ,,ho tahth it up•· shakcth out his h and. 

(/) XX I I. 3-6. Tl,, shm11r n11d gri,:f of n•il childrt11 ( = 3 + I distichs). 

:l l There is] shame to a father in '°the begetting of'" an uninstructed (son), 
\ncl a daughter is uorn to his loss. 

4' \ prudent dau;:hter "is a treas•1re" Rto her husbandR, 
But~~ she that bringeth shame is a grief to him t hat begat her r. 

r, She that is bold b bringcth shame on father and husband;, 
,\nd ~he is despised of both. 

6 Ask music in (time of) mourning, (so) is unseasonable talk 1, 

But"' stripes and correction a1e at all times wisdom 0. 

u,1d C'J:l ... ( = G) ,. L,t. · want of instruction· f r f..1/. • with th~ disgrace (of it)' i S,, 248 · e:; 
• ,tran:;crs': ::. 'ungodl) '. l!, • unw1,e' h L,I. 'declare': sa N Y 248 ~ l!. SJro-llex : Il AC • arc grie1ed · 
i-i I1I. 'the things that are not thell', : so 24b ou[r: (i • m these things' : ;:, • in his own body , i. ,. · hi, irm<'r 
1hou;;h1s': 11. • foolish things' i-i ;!, '1 he \\ise man speaketh U} measure· (bl. 'l>y weight') k k So 2411 
;:, l!.: e:i • their he,ut' I Sa;!,: C!:i l!. 'ungodl)·' "' l!'i Iii. 'Satan' (su 110/t bd,nt•): lL 'the Devil': !S · h,m 
who smned not against him' n-u So C V 248 253 2:;4 ( = Syro-1 fcx); e:i •• TTap<>«?a", :: reads Jor this 
,usr: The soul of the wise i, grie\'ed at the fool, for he knowcth not what 10 say 10 him' 

• Ld. 'b (to l>e) compared to' b N •·• S 'a stone cast out'(;:, /,I. 'throw 11 out mto the street') c-c (i 
'and e,·ery one hisSt:th at the shame therrof' : G + 'e,•ery one keeps clear of him' J .,1 1, • ,, hen a man goeth 
,,u1 mto the stred and di,~ract·lh himself' •-~ !S ' ~eeth it': Ji ' toucheth it' ••·•• ;!, > H ;!, > n-rr e!i 
· shall inherit': l!. • i, a11 inhcritnnce': 1!'i 1111snnd ;i:,ti; (' she ,hall inherit') 1i1slmd o/ n;?;; (' treasure,' /,/, 
' inheritante ') 1<-s 6 ovapa """I' n L,I. 'and' h 1, ' foolish' I 1, 'her mother': lL ms,r/s • she will not 
he menaced b) the ungodl) '(i.,. • they wilt be in S) mpathJ with her') ~ So 1, 011{y I Lr/. • discourse' 
'"B 'and' n So N• .$ ]L '1ii • of wisdom': 70 2~8 + 'Children who Ii"~ comforiably in good circumstances 

24. the wise n.ian. cl>,>u111pr,r means here 'discreet'. 
05. are weighed in the balance. Cp. xvi. 25, xx,·i,i. 25. 
z6. lools talk ,, ilhout 1h111king, the wise think before they speak. 
z7. his adversary. l!'i cv1dentl) read jt:l::>n , the original meaning of which was simply 'adversary ' (cp. Num. 

uii. ~2. 32; l Kings,·. 18, ~i. 22); the meaning is either, that in cursing .Satan the curse recoils on the man'~ own he.nd, 
!Jr dsc that., man'~ real spiritual ad,ersary is his O\\n evil nature; cp. the next verse. 

z8. Cp.v. 14, xx.,,·iii. 13. 
l,J X:\11. 1-~. 
1. a filthy stone. Cp. the ~lidrash IVuyy1qr11 Nab/1,r, § xvii. chap. xiv. 34, where the passage Job xxx1. 34 i~ 

commented upon. Cp. Job ii. 8. 
,. A slothful man . . Bcn-Sira's disgust for slothful people is coarsely expressed. 
1/) XX!I. 3 6. 
3. in the beget ting of. er. l'rov. x,ii. 21. 

a daughter ... According lo Jewish ,dea.s 1t was a misfortune to beget daughters; cp . . llma,holl, 43 b (T. tl.j, 
where 1t is t.iui:ht that a m;in ought 10 bless Cod c,,cry day for not ha, ,og made him a woman or a slave. In the darly 
scr, cc for )lurnrnJ.: l'r,1)el 111 1hc Jc" ,sh l.iturgyoccurs the folio" ing Henedic11on: 'Blessed art Thou, 0 Lord our God, 
King of the t;nivcrsc, who hast not made me a woman.' 

,1. n t reasure to . . . !>cc critical nolc. Cp. XJ" i. 1 ,1. 
;,he tbal bringeth shame. u. 10 her husband; 1his is also a grief(••• >.,,rq•) 10 her father, because her shame is 

;1 re/le, lion on him. 1111plyrn:.;, as II docs, that he d,d not brmg her up properly. 
5. Sh~ that is bold. ,, 111,uo,in; cp. !>ept. of Pro,. ix. 13, y••? ••'1>1""" , ai 8pnu,in. 
( talk. i,~"r~"" 1S;·r ~n·i~t:·., means 1hc discourse of the sages; this is 'unseasonable' al timcs \\ hen 's1ripes and 
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S IR \ C l I 22. 7 16 

(g) XXII. ;-18, T/1r F111tlil)• of tlu h•<>I ( = z ~ 3 + J + z + 1 +, +: di~tich~). 

e'.i 7 I I c who leachcth a fool is (.,,,, one that gl11ct h tngethcr a pot~hercl • , 
(Or) ;i~P ~:inc thal awakeneth a ,lecpcr out of a deep sleep. 

~ '1 H e that d ,scour,e th to ;1 fonl '1'' 1s ,1< one disc<ntr,111;:: tn h1111 th.,t ]11mbcrcth •, 
And al the e nd h e saith, • \\'hat is it?' 

, , i\Journ for the dead, •for lus' light hath f.iilccl'; 
And mourn ' for a fool, for undcrstandinf.! h:ith f.,ilcd 1hirn1 

" W eep gently• for the dead". for he hath f1111nd rl,t ; 
w But• the life or a fool is 1 wor,c than ' death w 

1: T he mourning for the dead (lasts) ,evrn clays, 
But the mourning for a fool all the days of his life. 

13 Talk not much with a foolish man, 
And consort nol "ith a pig• 

Beware of h im, lest thou have trouble 
And thou bccomcsl defiled bwhen he sh~kelh himself''; 

T urn from h,m, :rnd thou wilt find rest, 
And (so) shalt thou not bL wearied with his folly'. 

1 I '1 What is heavier than lead d? 

And what is its name but• Fool'? 
1,; Sand and salt and a weight of iron 

(/\re) easier' to bear than '.1 ~cnsclcss man'. 
16 AsM t imber girt and fixed into the wall" 

k Is not loosened by an earthquake~, 

conceal the humble on,:in of tl1<·ir O\\n p.1r,·11is • (lmt), hild1c11 "lio ;1v\\ "I' in .ur<: 111c ,,11 I "All'< 1:u , 1,, ,•mr, J, 
the noble descent of ll1cir kin ( = ~ z•. 9, 101 ° \' "rro-llex flur. • 1L + \' anJ .i• "ne) "1,o tclletl, a 111c (l,t. 
word) to l11m that hcaruh not' 1• S S l!.. ,-~ S 'he tl1at tcacl,cth .1 fool is 1,1.e 011e th, t catrth I·, 1 
when he is not hungry' •11 l!.. + ' "isdom • r-, !: /,/, • for l,e 1, 1.q,t from the hi:ht • / 'i:t,rts I ,n J. 
t S > u-u S it i, not (fitting} to weep for th" 1k d . S.11, • i• ,, J!OOd to \\cep for th~ de1d • , /., 
1 more ~"eetl>·': l!. modi~um ~-• So l·or an Cl'il lir, is wo"t tha, k,·h' , .S, n '"J' 1 > it8 
•-

7 So S · eli 1L 'for a fool aml an ungo<ll) man ' 11 ,\, S "/,1 1, •1tl,I; • in the ·.,.,y' ;o 248 + for 
ueing "ithout sense he "ill alto,:ethcr despise thee' t ·b S S It", '111 l11s ons',ug•n ', l,t. sh:ikmg' : 
l!. ' in his sin' o $ ' much talk' hl S • for lie is much hc.l\ ·r than Je.td • • S , ~ 811. . ti east ' : 
$ 'pleasanter . /-/ $ to dwell with a fool .\ ;o s h ,.,,. bu,ldin;:: •. s + 'c. th corners of 
a house ' l-k S > 

conccunn' :ire rea_lly \\ hat is rcquir(•d. Ht:n .. ~u.1 I:) l,1)'J_11;.! ,trC'.\!oi 1111 tht nrccl o( r,rr nl'"'!t tn\\ :ud:, d 'rtn · die l.1 h 
of this in their enrher year, results in the shame ;ind gric1 I\ h,ch, J.11er on, ,ire l>ro11gh1 upon a father l:'V. 4. s); ep. the 
gloss on 1•. 6 (see cruical n<>tc). 

stripes and correction. Cp. Pro,·. xxii. 15, "i,. I 5. 
(g) XXII. 7-18. . 
7. He who teacheth ... Cp. PrO\. i. j. XX\ii. ::~. A 1101:-.hcr<l ,;Iuc' lo~ctlic1 i .. u,d\-s ... f,'1 n.U :•r .. , 1i ,1 purposes. 

one that i~ a waked out o( a deC'p ... Jeep j .. unlit for doint,: an) thini:!: nuthin;.: t.~111 J,c llonl· \\ 1th uth• r-1111r )t.·t ~, :Ii I foul. 
8. H.e that discourseth ... A fool cannot understand sen,11>Jc t.1lk. although he hca,s, any more 1han on~ who ,s 

nslccp and cannot hear. for n. 9, to. see crit,c.~I note. 
11. Mourn ... Cµ. vii. 34, nniii. t6. 

bis lig ht hath failed Lp. Pro,·. ,,. ~o /,, :7. On Jc" i•h 1omli,toncs the following anr,ent fo1111ul~ is often 
inscribed : 'lllay his light continue to sh ine.' 

12 • .. • (lasts ) seven days. !his is still obscT\·cd hr modem onhodo, Jrws: the~-' nod i• tcrhni.-c11ly c.,llcd • ~h1ba' 
(pronounced 'Shh·a''), 'sc\cn ·; cp. (~cn. l. 10; Judith x,·1 :i:~; .rnd sec btlo,... l '.".X\111 1;. 

13. Talk not much . I'? ,,X?8!,,y.- Xoy•• :in•:;• :i::i,n ~:< , a phr.tse whrch 0<:cu,s in l'ir11c ,ll,c/1, i. 5. 
consort not. L 1L. 'go nut to· 
with a pig. Th 1s rendtnng of .S, I'• c,·hkntly corrc, t 1 ,1· '"' ,h1,wn h)· thr l,,ntr,t fi(:c ~ l u1~e dt; ii 1.s 11 roncn~ 

down. The swine is re(erre<l to a, the emblem ut 1ilthmc-, 111 the ·1. Ii./.,, 1U11,1/, HP JI:., x,. OOJf•. The I ool, l1k• 
tl1c man of •loth, is regarded as unclean; for the uncleanness of s"ine cp. Le,·. x,. ;. 

And thou be-comest defiled. . ·1 he ouq•ourin~ pf., fru,I":, n1m~"·nx: 1 u11upare<l to the filth c.ur1c<l about b,-
a pig which it shakes from itself afte, ha\ ing wallowed in the mrrr. . .. . 

wearied. The verb ,iK?a,,,,., occurs , e,y rarely m the !>t·pt.: l's. I<, 3, c,. 1, cxl11. ,I: 1>:tn. , 11. 15: 
folly. mro..orn mt.in$ also 'madness', \\hich is pcrlups prclcrablc her<: as,, strong \\Ord ,s required. 

14. What Is heavier. . . Cp. xx,. 16. . 
what Is i ts nanie. i.e. the named that "J11ch ,s hc,n,cr than lead. 

15. Sand. Cp. Pro,·. XX\'ii. J Sec further lntrod. § 7 (b). 
16. The contrast offered by the "ise man. 
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SIRACI-1 22. 16-26 

~ So a heart established on well-advised counsel 
• Will not be afraid I in time'" (of danger). 

17 '°"' A heart fixed on thoughtful understanding 
Is as an ornament graven• upon° a polished wall"'"'· 

18 "Small stonesP lying upon a high place 
Will not remain against the \\ ind, 

'l.So will the fearsome heart (bent) on foolish imagination 
Be unable lo withstand any terrorq. 

(h) XXI I. 19 26. Jlmu Frimdslup is disst>hotd; thr dut;• of a fri'md (= 2 + 3 + 2[ + I]+ 2 distichs). 

19 A wound 'in the eye makelh tears to fl ow, 
,\nd a (heart)-wound' •severeth friendship•. 

20 • He that th1oweth a stone al birds scarelh them away. 
And he 1hat rcprnacheth" a friend dissoheth friendship. 

21 Evrn if thou dra\, the sword again~t a friend, 
Despair not, for there is •a way out•; 

n And .. if thou open th}•• mouth against a friend, 
Fear not, for there is a (way of) reconciliation ; 

Tllut reproach and arrogance, and betrayal of a secret, and a deceitful blow,­
In (face of) these every friend \\ill depart". 

23 Support' thy neighbour in his pol'erty, 
That in his prosperity• thou mayst rejoicch; 

Remain true• to him in the time of hisd affliction, 
That thou mayst be heir with him in his inheritance•. 

24 [•· Before the fire is the smoke of the furnace', 
So rc\'ilings before bloodshed].•• 

.S 25 "fie not a,hamed of a friend who bccometh poor", 
G b /ind 'hide not thysclfl from his faceb; 

26 • For •kif e\·il happen unto him I through thce11 k, 

\Vhosoc\·cr hcarcth il will beware of thee"'. 

1-1 S • no fear will sl1akc l11m' "' 70 24 8 .S l!., • at any time': q8 'IL + 'with fear' mm-nw, I. > 
n Re,1d111g yXop.p.OT<>< (Snwul) for ,j,ap.p."1f'or O So 248 $ P-1> Rtad,ng wllh AC 70 248 mg. 254 xa>.c«r 
( = l!.) · ll K A•pam, 'pales ' q-q .S • So is I he heart of a fool broken in his innermost being, and he 
cannnt stand up against grief' r R,ad1i1g ,,000< ( = .S) for •~aaw• ( = l!.) •-• So $ (W. 'changeih 
friemlship "): 11'.i '~lio\\eth feeling' t ll. msrrls lltt tillt: • Concerning friendship' u S 'robbcth' : a11d adds 
• change not towards 1hy friend, but if thou change think not that thou 11ill re1ain his lo,·e' •·• L ,1. 
•a returning' ( = ;,y t:in), 1'.t. 'a way of repentance' ,,. So V 253 Syro-Hex. ll, : e:; > x So S 1-y .S 'He 
who rewab a ,1·uet i~ \\Orlh) of con1~mp1 (!1/. is a son of con1emp1), and a 1lecc11ful blow puls fricnd~hip far 
nway' • So .S : Q; l!. 'acquire trust in' a Lil. 'good things ' b So KA 25 248 253 254 S) ro-Jlex lL 
(,v¢pa•·9~r): 11 CV 70 op.o,· ,rX?a8'1': .S 'thou may,1 share' • L,'l. 'steadfast' d So lL on{y • 248 
+ 'for not always is the (out wart!) appearance to be despised, nor is the rich man void of understa.ndin~ 
to be respected' ••-oe This ,•tru sttms lo havt got 011/ '!f plau, as 11 brraks /1,r stquena '!f /hough/ f 6 lL 
+ •and ~moke' (•arr,•or), wh,rh S righl!y 01111/1 ~-g G l!. • 1 will not be ashamed 10 shelter a friend' 

b bl!. > i ·i 11:i !. 'l will not hide myself' k·k S • If thy companion reveal to thee a secret, repeat it not' 

17. an ornament graven. See critical note. 
18. Small stones... The reference, as R)·ssel points out, is to the small stones which w~ placed on the top of 

1he w.dls surrounding i:ardens and vineyards; these were put there in order that, when jackals or foxes leaped on to 
th,· wall to enter the dne)•ard, the noise occasioned by the raulmg of the rli,plnced stones might warn the watcher. As 
these small stones were always lying in an exposed position they were easily blown down by a high wind. 

tin x:.-11. 1ir:6. 
19. A wound. !iee critical note. 

maketh tears to How. Cp. Prov. x..~x. 32, 33. 
:o. reproacheth. Cp. , .. 2,. """· 18, ,o;, I 5. 
:1 .... for there is a way out. Cp. ,,vii. 21. The meaning of the verse is that every straightforward quarrel, 

howe,cr senou,, "c:1p,,blc of .,dJustmcnt, but when such things as those mentioned in the third clause of v. 22 sever 
friend,hip, 1hen the breach is irremediable. 

2l, if thou open . . . The reference 1s to outspoken, straightforward differences between friends. 
reproach i. c. nbusc. 
betrayal or n secret. I.it.· re,·ealing .. .'; cp. Prov. xi. 13, xx. 19, xxv. 9. 

23. thou mnyst rejoice See critical note. 
24. So revilings • . . Cp. nvii. I 5. 
25. And hide not . . . Cp. vi. 12. 
z6. The rendering of 15 in this ,·er.,~ is cle.irl1• not in order, but its general sense agrees be1ter with tht context than 

392 



SIRACII '1.:!.. :?7-2:J. 6 

(i) XXII. z7-XX ITI. r, 7hr Sa.l t>f \dj-,wJfrvl I .1. t 4-+ 1 + 2 <fotichs). 

6 17 " 0 0 tha t one would set a watch over my mouth", 
And a seal of ~h1ewdncss upon mr li1,s, 

That I foll notP by mean~ of• them', 
And tha t my toni;:ue dc,tror me not•' 

23 1 • O that one would sd ,courges o\cr m1· rnmdh 

And •a rod of correcti,,11• over Ill}' li~.ut, 
T hat t he) spare not dtJteir cnnrs'', 

• .\nd overlook not tlllir sms• • 
.l Tha t mine i;noranccs b.: not' multipli~d. 

And thal my sins •abouml n"t'••, 
A nd •cause me to f.111 1 in the sight oi' mine' :ld\tr,, ne,, 

So that nune <:11ctn}" rejoice ovc, me m 

1 (= 4 0) 0 I .ord, r ,\lhcr, and 1;od" nl 111r• lik, 
A bandon me not •·to their <11unsd 1·q. 

4 /, Gin mt not· .1 proud l,,ok •, 
5 'And turn a11:\)' concup1,ccncc• f,om me•. 
6 :\ lay "the lust of lh,; flc,h" •and ch.unbu111g' Y not O\'ertukc 1111:1 

\ nd g t\'C m<. not o\'<r to a ~h.1111dcs, ,oul '. 

(/it.'giw1tnotout) k~[; .111d' li&i!.'m l'(i•tum' 111(; !ur.' 
amischicl-m:\k, 1 '(/,t. ' oncth.1t loctl,l,um') 11,·,1 "' r' hr •11 ha,,m 
thou,ght' (= ~'111. :!d) r G 'l'l\ &>1 ti{~ j j'I' ... ;!) ,.r,, { ~ N \:::S l!.) ,r,, Ol'o~aµrw •1\,,. 
11 £,. rom' r Sr \ ~ S l!.. 1 Cr • : ' "".11· • thr 1urh 111,· muu1h • • Th ,, 11, 

(= :: ,;yro-lkx' l,1 th r, m jt/1 ,t ,t 11'1111 th /.,u I 
• ttiou~li (' c .~, !:) (i , (, "'lt(Jhlll u ,,1,d,,· ' .. 1 \ 1!.. 1 o \ 10111 

,_,,.ti= .S U" N e /1,1. '' tu 11!0 ti. / 11k :-1)S fht• lov 1 •t t t II" 
tc· (/u. '1n , (T h,) prunu. ~ d • h \l t,u, 111 1t 1r r )1\' m 
( r •Jn, ;) 111 de,tto)'ll,g (l'Jn•:', /J tfl,o ' l!. < l II )ll 11" 1' ,nt J 
n, i1/i ;: ' · ti toi. ~.rn11, .. (i•;::•.].'; • 1 ;o ~ t1< t tc1 (1 , ) .. ,,. 
( ~;J,~JJ) l !{ J Ii. I IJ i4 ht /J J,/J 11/tf 1 I ,/Jn .\ If, /,, C. I / I 

6 lL ' I 1.111' / ,. 'U< f,m ' So 1!. l!'.i: ;ii: .., • 1 !I t-
L,11 J1~1aul' $ ,ra,tt.:r' • 70 .! \8 • .,II ll\ ii 
( .5 on ilu:11 account) 70 'i- ·a~ ,l (~la11dm~) <:~111ipo· 

11'1" ,,,.. - /.,,. .1 hf.ini; IIJ• ,if C),,.: 1!. ••• 1 •I 111'" C) t, ;$ m < Salt< I I 

(/,/. g1gan11c} ~oul t .!.f"\ 111 rrt 11,r, 'h.lep e\C from I h} ~tr"~ , 1111 h p ~' 
ur, hc,!rt' • l!. cn:n dl~irc' \ i.1ij + • 1nd h111 tlJ.lt 1, .. 1to1rel1, t,, <f\t '1 he d,, Thou\_\ r I 

,suffer nau;:;ht tli,11 1s 1:ood to t>c,11 e nu• " .~ ~ ii 1!. • h<· Pl t • (d , e) t I • c 1!. 
,.., .5 > l )' S •1101111.,ke me Ju,tlul' ._ · \1 l I< n, t ., lh I s ul hH , 
• i 4 t> T h) ser\'ant 

Hl \ r 'llC 

i-, t lu- caSt· with $ : if the r,ronoun in (i arc curre(;ted on tl.t ha.,1s of~ ~c cn,;t.: c n e m..ide out f l~c ,crU" 
"The hr!it word u( lht ,ersc hould la: • l or' 1stc.1t1 vi '.\n ~ ', du \Jl 1 1 n<ltd l) th .._ nh:,t 

Ii XXII. ,7 X\.111 C 
27 0 that . 1.. µ. t•,. nit. 3. 

Ulat my tongue , \.p. l'rm :ic, 11i 21, xx,. :3. 
XXI II. 1-5. ,\ rdul'nce lu th, tc1't "' If. "'11 shniv th,,• 

bet\\ctn xx11. :::: .,net :1 :. ; ttu hrs .. cJ,iu.s,t: of 1 - ... .; n: 1 It , .)J ,urd by=-• .ind 
l1it~ l"\ ic.lc11tl)' l,dllu uul 111 • -I ... J lwt lht r• > ,m th 1;,.. l • 
. t .m<l i c\· i<lt·nt tro:1 l 1h1 \.u:.1t101, ... 1n th~ , •• \I"'· ,1hl t , \ 1 T 

p anl)') keeps 1 " and t and 4 ,, of If., ;itldmg t I> to ~ ti, 
2. 0 that one would s..L lit •"ho •1111 , t •• .', cp. iati. 27. 

R rod of cor rection C p. I o,. :uu. 1 s 6. 
their errors .• U1e ir sin~. i.t·. tho~c uf 111~ hc.ut and nund. 

3. So thnt mine enemy . . . Cp. l's."'"·~. 
J. •• • their couru.el 1. e. tht counsel of ht, o"n ht ..rt nnd mmd. . .,. 
4 /t. a proud look. l 'crh,qn, 1lu~ ihoulJ l,c mtt.·qm.::tti.. m the un,( 1n \\1111 h tl11. c ?rw..-1 n ia U5Cd ·n \Irr ~ 

in view of ivh:it follows ( K)·,sel I. 
6. U.e lust of the Oesh. Sec cntic.,I note. 
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S IRAC H 23. 7-14 

/)1 XX 11 1. i-15. 1'/1t· 11ml fl/ kaping t/1£· longm· mulrr c,111/r,1/ ( =:? + .l + .l + !! + 3 + 2 d istichs). 

r. ; "JI car. O children, (concerning) the discipline o r t he mou th•: 
He that keepct h (d ,sciplinc)4 •shall not be taken [capt ive]' 

x But' the sinner is ensnarcdP throughb his lips, 
;; 1 And the fool stumbleth through his mouth 1. 

,1 Accustom nol • thy mouth to an oath, 
Nor make a habit of the naming of the H oly One'"1

• 

it. ro n For a~ a ~en-ant who 1s constantly being questioned" 
•Lackcth not• the marks c.r a blow, 

So also he that• swcarcth and 1s continually naming • the name of the Lord• P 

J., not frc<' frnm ,ins. 
1 1 A man of miln)· oaths is filled with iniquity', 

And the scourge' cleparteth not from his house. 
If he offend" his ~in will be upon him •, 

• \nd if he dim .. ~:mJ • at he ,inn<:th doubly~ , 
, I\ n<l af he SI\ care th "ithuut need'. he shall not be justified 1, 

• For hb house ~hall be filled with calan11tics••. 
, z • Thcrl, is a m,tnncr of spe<:ch "that is to be compared d ,dth death'· 

Let it not be found in the heritage of Jacob. 
;; •Ile that kcepcth r his ,oul from thi~ shall live', 

~ r\nd not wallow in sin~". 
,t, q "Rcmember 1 th} father and thy mother 

• \\'hen 1 thou sittcst in council in the midst of t he mightyk, 
Lest, perchanc<:, "'thou ~tumble"' before them, 

[ln that] "thou showcst thrsclf [to bcl a fool" 111 thy manner [of speech], 
"And dost \\ ish thou hadst not been born", 

• \ nd curscst the day uf thy birth. 
, .1 1\ccustorn not thy mouth to impure manner [ of speech] 

F or "that 1s a smful tl11ngt• 

I ll ;o i 1h z.;.1 ·,mrl 1hr lit/,: 'Di,riplinc of the mouth' r i ,~ + that is truthful' •I 1"01,xprmtd 
r ' ~ sli.\ll nol ,utter !--h.1mt" • t' .\o S: (r > (~c.a 'L'ilht.-r '> :.t /411. • o,·e1 t.1ken ', rtt.1d,i1;..1 .(tu·oA,r1,811rnTa, 
u•1/l1 r ;; (= $ 1!.)f, ,n,u'l.w~/1 l!:i 15; 248 + · i11 hi, loll)'' I, Lil ,n (= J • b) m .... .ins ol ', ,1-. P,. 1i. 8) 
• • il'i the r•·\'iler '.lo.I the nrro;:.1111 ,hall stumble through them · 'IL supcrbus ct maled,cus scandalizabilur in illir:, 
~-I ::, • an·i thou wilt 11 .. 1 (ha• .... lo) sit before the judi:<·s · I S • in,11 ucl 1101 ' 1!. + 'for there is grcnt calamit> 
tlie ·,·in' 111 s•·• \ 'ti,, :\lu,t 111.~h' · 'IL • God· " .. " $ • for (,h) ""err nun that swcarcth continu.,11) ' 
0 $." nc,l f Cl' from ,. :$ licth and "'C,HClh ') I So 011/t' \ X•·· 5,; 1,n ,j4 r Sn s (i 1!,. IS not 
c ]. "' >< l S • a,qui1cth >11,s '.S ',anfe' u S · ,wear h1 mrstake (1., fal,ch ·): l!. fruslr:wen l 
' .U ~H + '11<" II hult· ll i.ndcr his ton~u~ \f·w S 'and ifin lruth lie 11ill not S\\.:ar (at JII) ~ lzl. 
'merlook ': 1L h"iniul.l\''lit > >' S !'or \\hO,oC\'Cf s,,earcth conunually. it i, dctcstahlc, and he hhall not be 
justified' •· • / ii in l'ain • :5 > L 2+8 1!. retribution c ,• S • And 1f 1hcrc 1s another thinl? 
th.u i< Ii~,. i\ 1 /( .1d111;; .. ,11, ;o >;;.1 ( = ",ro-Hex) '""'""l"'j,,1).~l'"'q l!i avrm,pd,,1>.. l!. contrnri.1 
a·<·(i 1!.' Fnr frorn thL ,,;odl,1 'I!.· the mtrciful ') all these things shall be put awa) II.ti. •,huueth up' 
~-• il'i 1!. \ntl thcJ "ill nut wallow (It/. roll) in ,ins hr·, .. q mid,,; /,r/,mg logtl/i,r. I;; +•that thou 
l,a,1 ' k k S • ~11<1 frr,m terror thon lu~t he,·n pre,en·ed' I _<,,, $ i?:i l!. ' lor ' m m .\o S 6: ' tha l 
1hou l,e not lorget,ul · 1!. • tc,t II<: \I·'· (,od) forget the,·· u-n ~ thou lie desp1>c,I' o·".S · and sa,1·es1. 
( l tlut I b,I 1101 hcen cn·1to:d' 1 r· J,,t, therein is the word of s:n' 

,,111. 7· 15. \\ith the wholcorthissubscction cp.J<1s. ,ii. 1-1z. 
; shall not be taken (captive. 1.e. br his mouth: he "'II not fall under the dominion of his tongue. 
9. to an oath Cp. \I au.,. 34 ff .. xX1i1. 20 ff.; Jas.,. r ,. 
so. a servant. ,.j,,.,(f'r•,. '.1. hou:-ehold ~r\'4lnl 1 , the context ~ugge~ts that llot).or ( = 1 J l)), • a s1avc ·, would have been 

., tnoR ,\ppro• 1ri.1.tc w Drd hrn:. 
being questioned. •€••·•("' 111t:in, ' to examine close()'·, but the 11<>rd is frequent!)' used in the special sense of 

l.'X:tmmin,.: b t 1r1 Ul'e lcp. l\cts \XII. 2..; I; ttno(,iµo·ur is. tht:reforc, used quite appropri;ue1)· here; so that Smend's 
sug-~( ,on th,,1 ,~o 1rt•1(«,µtrnr (ht. • one ha\'ing nutho:rtt)" O\Cr ', i.e. here in the scn:i.c of I one rebelling 'J should be read 
in. tc ci Jo'-=·, not lO 1mend lf.;elf. 

t be marks of a blow. C.p. xxrn,. t7; µwXw-4, means the result ofa blow, i.e a bruise, as 11ell as the blo" itself. 
the name of the Lord. Cp. Ln-. x.xiv. 16 (Stpt.). 

11 A man of many oaths. '· p. ,,ni. 14. The I.1st cwo clauses seent 10 be mere I)' a, ui:1tion or the first two. 
1 o There;., a manner of speech . Cp. L~,·. xix. rz, xx1i. :i, 3, 3~. ond especially xxi,·. 16. 

t_hc hcrilnge of Jncob. In 1ltt o T. tlti, exprc,,ron is us.:d m tdt·rcnce to the l'ro1111,cd J ,nd, cp. Isa. h·iii. 14; 
here II rcfrr rather 10 chc Jew, in contradi<iinction to the Gentiles. 

14 \> the :e,t ,how,, thi Hr,c must come before, .. 131 which has got out of pince. 
Remember thy father ... i.e. ~o as not 10 bring di,gr;ice on their name. 

thou b11.dst 11ot been born • . . Cp. Job ,ii. 3; Jcr. :o: 14. 
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SJR,\CII ~:i. 15-'.!1 

G 1 .5 A ,ma~ that doth accustom himself to q disgraceful talk·• 
\,Viii not learn' wisdom 'all his d.t}'!;'. 

C 

(k) XX ll r. 16 z7. Tl.•e 1/'id,rdnrss ,if !111p11rity (- ~ + ,1 + 4 + 1 + .l + .H· 2 di,tich5). 

16 Two types (of men)• multiply sins•, 
And the third increaseth" wrath•, 

"'A hot desire•, burning like fin:, 
Which is not quenched till Y1t be con,umed, .. 

A fornicator with the body of his fll'~h. 
( For) he cea~eth not till the fire consumcth him ; 

Ii r And] the man to whom all bread I is ,wcct, 
( For) he will not leave off till hl' die. 

18 A 111,rn •• that b1soeth t,tray'' from his own bed• 
And saith in his heart · \\'ho ,ccth me? ' 

'1The walls or my hou,c hide me 
And the shadow ol my roof co\trcth me, 

And no one sc<"th mt:-
\\'hat h1ndetLth mt· l1010 sinnin, 

• f fe remLmbereth not the \Jost I li:.:h i 
19 1 The eyes or men arc his (uni}') fr,tr', 

-And he pcrcci\'eth not that the cYes of the l.,11d 
,\re ten lhous.rnd times bii~hte1 U1,rn tht: sun, 

Beholding all the \\ ar~ of mt~. 
•,\ncl looking mto ,c:nct place,•; 

20 Fnrh all things .ire known untu 11 im hC'fore ther an· cre.,tcd, 
'~o also [ doth I le sc, th.-111] ;tftcr th, r ar ('L"rlcdcd '. -

21 k~uch a man shall he pnni~hed 1 n the slrc·e:h "' 1hc city, 
And shall be takC'n \\'hen. he ,usp,ctcth it notk "· 

•1-q I.ii '\\Ortb of rep1u.1ch' · .S 'wnr1hk-.~ word~' r·r .. \o S (i hi 'will nol be mstruc·c. I • • G • in 
all . · S 111 the day, of his !i•e S + • rnd th, 111311 t ,t 1s 1111purc 111 th~ ,h un,. of I. s r. h ac,,·ptet•, no 
m .... truchrn1 L .5 ct ,th un 'joul t :\k •1 L rf \\tU bring': ~ "lau .. cth to ari~, ' v 1!.. t- • .i I 1H""rcht1on' 
• "' ~ > a/,/. oul' · :,-:• 11 ll l ,nsumt .. mn1.1l1111g-' ( l!..) '::i flc~h' • \ -, (th.ll 1s) a 
fornicator ":5 • com111it1ctl1 .lu1, 1· • • • S on the con ri11;:: uf hi, l,cd' t1..J So SC (pr.• l>cbot I') 
Ci un·,r/1 au,/ ,1/, ,1 ·11,tr., 18 c cl '111,1 t111J1t11Jo1l<111ds r1S f o ~~ ,.,, O (m11111dirt/,111J111g) ol ~~, µa,-rp8,,r,f r"' 

o s-.j,wro1 I S > S awl pa« 1·cti1 tloc rl.llure (hi. dw fo,111) of tl,e1r works (,lone) in ,1 ulrncss' 
b J,',pras,d in :5 l!. S Jntl JUd~cth th,·rn ~t the cn,I of th,• world ' k k :5 /ra11Sp rrt !lit rfa11u1 
1 S dctcctecl "' li +' and ,h.lll be a dis,:rate 111 th,• "~ht of (lit. c.,1 all, l>ec.1•1s.· loc kne" no: the fe.ir of God' 

15. disgraceful talk L'p. Joshua,. 9 (Sept • . 

(l, XXIII. 16 ~, 
16. Two types . And the third \\'ith th,, form nf c,prcss,on cp. sx1·i. 1, 5, :~.I,:;: l'ro\', "'" ,, 15 18, :1 =~, 

29: <'P ,1lso lhc \\hole of chap. 1 ut l':,qe ,B,,,,,. 
inc.reaseth wrath. I.it.' bnngcth '. t. t. 1hc \\fctth uf Cod: frn the Gr. \\onl ,,.""")'16,t c;,. 1, • .:, xh·,. :o. 
he ceaseth not. (; • He \\'tll in nu \H)C cease till he h.1,c 111.1dc ., tirt' t,1 hla.ze '. 

17 ..•. to whoru all bread is sw~"el. Cp. !'rm. i<. 13 16, csp,·ci.,lly •. 17. 
1b, Cp, Job lllli•. 15. 
19- Beholding ... Cf nii. 19, w; Prov. w. J, 11 ; l's. 'lxiu. 14 If. 
20. For all things a.-e kno"n . . q,. /'11qt. ltt>!/1 111 24. 'E,cr)·thmi: 1> forc$ecn; and free•will is gi,·cn •, and 

set.• T ..t)'lor's commenh on this 111 h1i cd1110n. 
So also... Cp. <,, n. 11. 1,: 1Srpt !. 

21. shaU be puni~hed , , Lp. l.1.:,. x,-. 10: I t!ut. ?n11 . .::z. tlu- foll fiJ.:t."lur 01 thf' I-"""•"" 1.:,1d~tl) miti~:ih:J iu 
later tune~. ~rncc.· there- h. no 1m:11t1on nl 1,un1:,,h11u·n1 I,) <lc-lth lw11.·. · tfndC"r :111 l.ll11ut.h(' 1H, the ,-c.·\t"rHyN 1he 
)lo!,.olic codt· wa:, in nun)· llbl..-n• r.s 1wtdi1a:cl, and tl1e I.,\, s I cLt.t 111).: to ,Hlultc: ,, l· 1mr untlt11 tlir. tnflu, ncl 11i iill milrh:r 
theorr ot the rt:lmion or 1..ri111c ;rnJ puni$l1111cnt... l'µ,)11 tl11" 111tld ,it"''- ~ullll\q_tf the ,nt1rt' aholuwn, f tl1t~tka1th 
pcn,,lt)', in the )'t:,tr _\, 11. 40. hch>rC' the dt":ttrn~t1 1n ol the ~t;cuuJ ·rl'.'1111~1t, ., nd,,.i,.1141 '"· "hen lhc .IC\\hh c·ount. 
probably under pres::,ure uf tht• Roman .wthorau,·.:i:. n:l111t1u1shnl tlh·H 11),!ht to lnfhl..l (ap.t.d r•11ni,.f11nt•n1 I hc.~illlt: 
the adulterer wa~ :scour--c<l • ,wd tlu.· hu~U.t1hl of tlu.· aJultctt.·:i~ "a~ 111,t ,11],'lnl',l lo ~ouJ,,r1t• hc.·r C:rnm.• I ... ,tt,,I,, 1 r l, 
but \\.;t:. compellc,t to c!r!:urc~ lu:r, and !-he lo!\l ,tll l1tr µr,11,crt)' ri~hts utult·r l1t.1' lll.111 · l;:c ("11ntr.1t:1 ~ •. • t /}, 1. t1;.,. 

shall be taken.. 1.c. tu the publit.: pl.He ut s..:our,.:mg. The tr.uts1m&H1c.111 f',ft111:it• t\Hl 1.Lrniit.!"- m ~ u1 lllrft• :. 
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S IRAC IT 23. 22-24. 3 

(i 22 So also a wife that leaveth" her husband, 
And bring<:th in an he11 by a stranger. . 

23 For, firstly, she is disobcdicnt0 to the Law of the \ lost I l 1gh: 
J\nd secondly, ""he trcspas,cthr against her own husb~nd ·~ ; 

And thirdly, she commilteth adultery through (her) forn1cat1un, 
And bringcth children in by a stranger 

:4 She shall be Jed mlo the assembly, 
And upon he, children 'there will be visitation'· 

25 Her child1en ~hall not spread out their roots, 
And her branches ,hall bc,1r no fruit. 

26 Sh< will lean'.' her memory for a curse, 
And her reproach \\ ill not be blotted out 

27 • And they that arc left b,hind ~hall know 
That there i, nothin~ better than the fear of the Lord 1• 

,'\ncl nothing s,n·ctcr than to observe 
The ,·ommandmcnts of the Lnrd" . 

(,11 '.\ .\ J\'. 1-14. • Th,• l'rais,· ,>f ll"isdt>111• ( =2 + z + z + 3 +'I+ 1 + ;! 4 :! + z + 2 + 2 + 1 + 3 + z + 3 + 3 
distich, \. 

24 1 \ \'isdom praiseth herself", 
, \ ml is honoured among < her people 

e She opencth her mouth in the n,sembly •of the l'llost High• • 
• \nd is honoured 111 the pm;cnce of lits ho~h'. 

3 ·] came forth from the mouth of the \ lost I I igh, 
,\n<l as,, 111i~t I covered the ca,th. 

n ~ '~it·nNli a~pin-:.t 
wul l.,e r,mtmlJcrtd · 

• $' sire litth n~in,1' 1-p ::' > ' $+'of her 101111,' r-r $·her ~ins 
'II~ ·i.t·l11rh fJII ,1~c 1111/ fi/ ils htlJ 1 1ll)l/1111i'u1/ m 1.11rt ,:, /o-i,a/r /tJ l,e J1J,1 ·tr/ tl<IS: 

\nJ all the (!11ellers on e.mh 11111 k11011 , 
\1ul all thens, in th<· world will 1.crccive, 

That nothing is 1,ener than the frar of God, 
Or swe1•1er than lo keep I I is commandments.' 

L:;., 1,17 2·4 .i:-'l.!. 'God' ",,;:; 241< 25.3 2,'H God· 70 24i- ll. + 'to follow after Go.I (lL 'the Lord') i,, 
grc.,t giun 11d ·n;..lh of ,h,·, it i, for 11,ce to llt' .tccq,1cd ol I hru' ( = , .. 28) 

-• \ 10<, 1,1 ; z;,.1 ::' ')ro-1 lcx > '' l!. + ct 111 dco bonorali1ur 
rt-J .S ' )( (.J()II' l "o .$ 6 nu: . .dH' 

e ·o .S 'the J <·ople of Cod ' 

23. Ute Law of the Most H igh Sec I ,od. xx. 14; J>c111. ,·. 18. 
bringeth children in by... For the result of tlus entailed upon such offspring sec lle\11, "iii.:. 

:,1 She shall be led . . . 1. r. for punishment. 
upon her children . • . Their 1ilel:itirnac) <lcsccndcd upon their children (Qiddushi11 78 bl. 

2;. . . shall not spread out ..• Ther were not regarded as belonging to the congregation of Israel (cp. 
(,li,1,111 /1111 •8 b lor the belief that the children of ;idultertro do not comi, to maturity sec" ,sd iii. 16-19, .... 3-5 

26. . will not be blotted out. Cp I's. ci,. q 
-,• shall know. . . Cp. xlva. 10. I or the addition to 1h1:. ver.,c sec cr:1ical note . 
. \XI\. 1-X '\\ I!. 3. 1 ln pr,,isc o( \\ isdom, with pmctical applications.) The didsion falls into twehe subsections. 
X:\l\. 1 3, .. \ 11ne hymn 111 praise of\\ ,sdom follons. The aulhor, in declar1ng th,t \\'isdom is honoured 

in la:.1,l·n, ,., wt-11 ;is on earth, thcrt:Ly sho\\s 1hal s.hr is c:ntitled to spe:\l. in her own name. The h)1mn falls into six 
M I rht:,, l:,l('h con1ainm:;: ~1:... distilhs. 

1 Wisdom praiseth herself. Lit, ' • prubcth her soul'; sh!' is entitled 10 do ~o on account of her inherent 
"' dkn, c: cvn) u1ter,mce of hers i,. ,psoj,,, ro the praise of hcrscif because I\ witnesses to her transcendent perfection. 

among her !"'Opie. The rcndenni; ot S:, 'the people of (,od,' sugi:ests that Israel is meant (cp. ~·. 8J; Smend 
thin 111 ,1 the h,· 1,cnl)· comp,in1ons ol \\'isdom are meant, and the rendering of 1L (in di,o honorabitur) point, to the 
sn·ne ,c,n!i in h a>cn; b111 ,,, the hc,\\cnly hosts are referred 10 in the next ,erse, it is probable that the Israelite• are 
m, an1 l,ere, th< m1cn11on of the writer being to indicate that \Yisdom is honoured both on earth and in heaven. 

1. in t he assembl y of the Most High. Cp. !'~. lxssii. 1 ~~-n!l;J (.,; reads · of God'); here it is clear tha1 the 
hcf:l.,:tnly ho• s :'lrC" rcferrtd lo . 

. . . liis hosts . ll 1-111,110,r n&oll ; cp. Isa. xx,civ. 4, where D'OCm N:J~ is rendered nl !vi·fipfcC' ,...,., o\p,n~v in the 
Sept.; cp !' ,. ,.xi111Scpl. xxxii\ 6: llan. ,111. 10. 

3. I cnme forth . \\ ,,d,m, no" speaks in her o\\n name; for the personiticauon of Wisdom cp. 1'.-o,. ,·iii. 4 fl:, 
and w11h the whole of this section cp. Prov. viii. 22-;x. 12, with "hich it has many poin1s of similarity. 

as a m,~t I covered lht earth. Cp. Gen. i. 2, 'The Spint of Lod l>rondcd upon the face of the waters,' and 
<,en 11. 6, 'Thnc wcm up~ mi,t from the earth, and wntered the whole face of the ground.' In conne~ion 111th these 
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SIRACI I 11. 4 - 10 

5 ,4 In the high places did I fix rny abode, 
,\ nd my throne 1\as ••in the pill:u of clnucl ". 

6 'i\lonc r compa~scd the circuit of hca,en r, 
And • in the d epth of the abyss' I w,llkc<l. 

6 Over the wan.s of the sea, a nd over all the earthh, 
• \ nd over every p eople a nd 1ution I held sw.1y •. 

'1 \Vith :111 these I :;ou1{ht a re,t in~-pbce, 
And ts,11d) I n 11 hose inhcr;tancc :.hall I lodge? 

8 Then the C rc-.1to r o f a ll thin:.:, gave me eomm.111dme11t, 
, \ nd I l c that c rm lul me fixed my <lwellin~ pl.lee 1fur mcl. 

And I le ,.ii<l: Le t thy dwdlin~-pL1cc be in J ,1coh, 
And in l~r.ac\~ 1takc up thine inhcnta11cc1. 

9 llL crcatecl me from the lll'g,11111ng, bdorc the- world ; 
.S "'Th<' memorial of me ,hall ncn.r c,•.1 c"'. 
& 10 In the ho ly t .1bcrn,1clc I ministncJ hc101c 111111, 

:\lorco\'l:r""" i,1 Zion was [ c.,tabli.,hc<l. 

•o· •• $ · upon 111<· l i\b · of 11,e clou,l,' 
the roots or Td,0111 h l!, + st,·1i 

;$ I , ,;<1hcr " h I lam d1,I I dwell m 111 a,·,·n' • r .S t,; in 

'Jcru~alcm' I· I .S e,1,11,(i,h 1liy,df' 
~ ~ • ""~?• ( £ 1!. > C!:i ,..,.?~G/'?• (' I got l"<''"<!~ion ') k , ~ l! 

11 (t 1!. ,\ml unto cl< rmlJ I !Jail not f11!' n ~ S ::: ti • .,. 01 •w, 

the follo\\ing should b.- consid,·rctl: •. 5 {I,' 111 ,I.,• ll,•pth nf the .1h)S• I ";ilk<- 1 ' 1nd l'r,, , . 2/. •\\hen lie prep.ired 
!h'-:_ 1~c.lvcns l \\~S thl'rt.·, when I Ir scl ,, circle JJ,tttl tht f.tct· c,f the dct·p... \\'u rn 1s h re \ 1tkritl) th uih1 of as the 
Spam or l,ncl; m lain Jc,\1Sh l1ler.11,11c \\ tsdo111 1, 1dcn1111c<I n11 h !he• Kual.f h,-c,oclc 'the I Ir ,y '>p11, •, llerc 
,, c Im,·~, lhctclt•rr, the g_er111 ,.( tht: l.n1 r tt,,ch -·: b1..:t ., J.:'lt at 1dL\nn wa$ ,. .ulc .;15 t ,rlr 1 •he la , 1u.utcr of the 
~con<l cc1~lUry li.C' .. tor 111 the Book ut \\ hdnm lit· ul, :1t11 1T1on nf \\ 1sdom ,,11~ the llo'.)' ~p1r1• 1s p:1c tly 1 \.~ht, 
!>Cc \ \ isd. t. 4 i, and t.:sptcially ,,. 17: • And l"hy cc: unscl ,, lul l1.,1h knrn,·11. cxccpr f hfr.J g1,c ,, 1MJ,.,. • 1r" 5end Thy ffo 1)' 

bp1rll h<li:n abo\'c ' In the t\l1t f.ilsh /' ,nl,,th A'abli,h h:tX\ It,., s,ud th.at S,,.omon' ,,1sc1 ~m 1, o; the 11 y "P•nt 
g111dm){ h11n. 

4 . I n the h igh places. Herc ai;ain "'·')' 'ie ,kccrncd the ~,·1111 of 11w tc1ch11,, 1r later Juda, m. cordm~ tc 11h11 h 
there wtr\! i.l \'ariety o i 1 \tchi,oth •• ur J,H Jling-pl.1ccs un h1,.:h; ;\• co1Jini,: to ~l,,_,•1galt 1: 1, tht:re wr""c ,rHn ht-,\\'rns 
.,bo,c ,cp. 2 Cor. ~ii.• I, in th,· upJ><rm1.1>l 11t whu h, c , hi ',\r,1lio•h ',•,!'<I I lam,c f dwcll5; m front r at .i • I' 1·i:oo • 
(' curl.lin ') or clouds IS pl.lccd; this is Iii~' llo1)' .. f lloil<S. ,,t he.l\tlt t~te furth<r Weber, Jud [/u,,/,• ~ '. PP· 162 If.,. 

the pilla~ o f clo·ud. ::,l'e l..:t1JCL x1L 1 .• &c. the Slll'km.,11' of l:ittr Jr,.,1sh t,:.,chm,;. \c >,drni; t • Philo 
(fJ.u u lt't·r lh. //,·10-. & .JZ § 2_11 tf. in (ohn .md \\,:n,.!and':. td.f lhe 1p1IL, .. of clou1!' \\.JS \\1 :frun, '-f· I'">. 
1 ln the holy t:1berna,·lc· j mini:i.tered before f-hm,' .,nJ 1 x.,Jd. :ux. ), 101 ~ ••• lhe pill.u of cl•,ud dt:M:cr °!""• .. J st, od 4t 

the d oor of the Tent. In S,•101/1 33., at ,s s,ml th .. : th< 11,•lr 'ip1r11 .,ncl tlw 'Shd;in.,h' ,h,d1 111 th<' lfoly of lfo1 s. 
In\\ 1sd. x. 17 i t is S;.tid o( \\ ,-.dom th,lt ~tw 'heca111,· unto them .\ ro,·crin~ an Ilic d,l)'•t1111c, l d ., rb.m" ol •.1r~ 
1hro11i;h the nii;ht ' rep. l's. lxx, ui. Ip, cp. lhc words of l'htlo tn rdcren<c to th,· p,11.,r of cloud I/,- Vi/, '/ ' .,b. •, 
§ .:.9). r u,tn µiVTOC KOi TWII llTff/J\u.l Tlf ,j .. TtW Jil(ll,\1 L! 1,,,u.\ur.»f ,i$,,.,,,r 1in,Xc·~, • .,,r,n·u"-'JJ1fUl 11\" T"•, .... />•A.? rrp<J'TY'l'"'P, 6 .. 0~ 
8i µ1i' uW,.utTO\' i;q,e,,'>iµ, I~ ,,,ttl11·tJ,11. 

5. thecircuitofheav e n )'• ,u.-,it'i>dl'ffl; thcs:uuc,·s1Hr_·s510:1<uur:,1ntlw!'-tpt.of Jo1.Jn11 l,lt ~ ·-::. .. :'"': :cp .. 
xtii1. t:? ; Pnw., i11. 27 

in. Ute depth or U1e aby,;s Cp. ,. ,, .,nd Joh u(,·r . .;o o·- •:;•,:;• ~ :i: :<·:,:ir., :<--.:::. ~ cnttc.tl note· 
/\mo~ tx. 3 o•;i ~~,~J 1· m 1h 111 tom ul th•; ~,-., •. C.I', the 11,lb)i' nrnn belie,, I I;;,, '1hc lord of w ~~m' "" ,..: 
wisdom Cilme lorth from \p: •1 • ih1• t:t-rp; "hich 1s c.tllui ibo 'tht' house 1,f \\ ,~dom • 

6. I h e ld swa v Sec c 11uc.d nut<. 
7. W i t h alt ttiesc . • 1. t' \\ 1th 1·,·cry pt ople .rnd 1u 10n •tin the 1h m~h, 1lcn• cxpr s~rd •he R.,bbh bast: • I ttr 

on , the h.:ccnd ~n:lcnin}; tu IJ1:ut. xxx111.: ind _1 .. 1• 11 j t 1t th,· I.,\\ \\ ,, •lh t u • 1111.... t , " tC'C1 "?l b) 
!hem, bcfon- it was ,c,epwcl by the l,r.u·li'.es ,,t \louet Sin.ll ( /h .I 1/17.,11·,1/, 2 ~ t,rn ttcls the cncll Kyssel ,n I ). !'io th~ 
:\l1d r.1~h /', J/lj/,, 106 ,, ~••).., :h.1 t of'I ·111.111)' • lu: l.,u\ ,\ , 1111\:1,d , ,,,1, 1• .f • i 1 , .u:I ll m. t c 11 u,n. i!t. '" plr 1 11. 

resting-place , ci r1j:rouri . "ruo m the !')t.;pt.<·f b, ,c: 10, • • • 11,d 111s 1cMing•pl.1tc cs 'I;"~;:: Sha.I be glonous.• 
.. . shnll 1 lodge? oi'Xi,·n,-,,11 1 he ~cpl. tor •::;, 1 n jl h x, 1,1, x, ... x, XXX\ 1 ,. l, Cf', 3 1-.. ~dns 21 as 'imt'ld p:' mt~ 

out, the t'xprt'i510ns ;,riJt; :ln, ':):!' ire \l .q( 111 tl11:-. ~·· m,,· ur Cod also. 
s. t h!! Crea tor or Rll lhings. l ,,. 1. 11 ~ llu llr.1t Ju1111,~1 , It, i:1i;, < iu ,, , ~- J(,, li.1.,, p I :..n .h '1n1, ;, 

fixed m y dwelling.place for nll.: ,. -.111,i:-m ,,11• ,,,1• ,1u11 ,,,. JAIi'. In.· tt1.1d,• my H ii :,1 r, ,1 \\ h•!":-n• .i.1trr h H 
\~ainly uu~ht .t rc:,tm;.;· pl.t,·t· ~,:111,n ~ a pc·o19lc ,\hn ,,1,ul,I \\t· c•in1e h, r, h,ll'Oo lmt.!r l'-1 IL,\\C t!.c utct»l 1:J ""11,.~ •. 

Le t t h y dwelling-place be in Jacob . . . ..,m1,rn,•·w,,rn1 . q>. Juhn 1. 1-4. l.ul 'r 1$t ,, uh "l1.1t 11, ~,I.I '!' th&.:> \"'J.,,,• 
1 F.nnch \:Ill. t . z: • \ \ htl11111 f,mnd no pJ.10• wht·r,• ,he 1111~l1t 1h\l,-:_:I • tlun , ,h,c lln..:,\1.icl' \\,li .1n1Snt-d hrs tu 

1
th,• 

h ca, c1h \\'1:-tdun, can\c t I make hl·r 1h, c1l111;: .unon;:. ll1~, luhht·..,, 111 ii1,·u •• ,nd (nw1d nv ""'·1,,nJ.:·I L11 r 1licn \\ '" .<lm 
returned to her pt.tee. ,tn<l took her .)c.u ,1moi1:: tin• 1 u.;c!, · : rp. , ,,I\·, ;. ''" ;. \\ 1,.,1!11m b here i,knahai "1th th1· 
Law, the (><.rfec1 expression of divine Wisdom. . 

9. He created me . . . \\ ith lhis t hou~ht cp. John ,vu. 5. . . • • 
The memorial ofme. . Th1:i. rtndriin•,,t ~ 1, 111~k1,lbl,•t11th.,~ nt 6 ,smtc 1t 1stlu: t ,t\\' 1S("C the ,cn:t• .... ,,Ju h 

fo JlowJ with "hich \\"i-,,du111 is 1Jcnt1li~J • th 1:1 i:. thou,:ht 111 hl'tti: i:µ. t.~nJ. x111. 4). 16: I >t'Uf. '1. S. 9. '.\1, I~. 
to. I a lhe holy tabernacle . .. The ,,or,lup o f 1hc l'Jhcrn.,cli• \h\J th..- c;.,rr)lll~ out o( th,• l..1\lo, !lo tlu1. n.s. 

personified, Wisdom could be s., id 10 minisler bef<1rC God. 
In Zion , , , i . c, when the Tet[lple took the place of the Tabernacle. 
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STRACH 24. 11 - 16 

li 11 In the llolr• City likewise• rf Ic caused me to rest•, 
And in Jerusalem \\as my authority. 

12 And I took root '1 amnn1-: an honoured' people, 
In the pmllnn of the Lord (and) of His inheritance•. 

13 I was exalted like a nJar in Libanus, 
.\nd like an oli,·c-trcc' on the m11untains nf Zion". 

1 4 r was exalted like a palm tr<:r on the ~ea-shore 
AnJ a~ rose-plants in Jericho: 

_·\nd as a f.iir• olive-tree in the plain• 
\ea. I ,, as cxaltul as a plane-tree rby the waters¥. 

15 As cinnamon :rnd a~palatlrn, 'have I given a scent of perfumes, 
\nd a, choice mrnh l spread abroad a pleasant odou1 

.,\s galb:inum, ;ind onyx, and stacte; 
1 I was) as the smoke of incense in the Tabernacle"· 

16 I a, a krcbinth1·' "stretched forth my br:u1ches', 
And Ill) br;tnches were branches of ~lory'' and grace. 

n)', 2 1 H lL l.lh Ca .S bdon·d ".S ' ( , beloved) like me' 1-µ .S l!. F.1h · I rcstc,<l' •1 .S 'I was 
mag111ri, ,t r lo:"·" ,lpprmcd · • S + brad'. l!. + ';ind among the muhilu<le of the sainl~ was my abode' 
1 .',~ ~ (.p "jJ 11 I 10). ",\,, ~ (</•. Utut ii 48, ~ep.), st, ,.,,g,11r11/ 11,,1, 'i,:M ..?53 :S Syrn-Hex 'm 
Fn1:.i.,li .. qR .. .,.,r~,. l!. in Ca,te,' w .S > • 70 248 the bcamiful plam )-1 S 70 '5i 
248 :S l!. · 6 > 7 

• \ 248 253 S SJrO-lln > • S "U. ms,1/ mcense aml 1~1, $ I gave fo11h m, 
pufumc, ~s (lhal of) good oil 1,l, S 'oleander ' c· r .S fixed mJ roots' l!. 'perfume' 

11 the Holy City. . •iJ1«uµt1·!1 (cp. '""i· 16) instead or ;,.,ar.~µo<.? is perhaps lo be prcfrrred. as the phrase' the 
HC'ly Cit>·' 1t:•,;,,, i'.V is supported by 0. T. usage (Isa. xh iii. 2. Iii. 1 , Neh. xi. 1, 18; Dan. i,. 24 , where.is 'the Uclo,·ed 
Lt)'•~ not found 1bu1 cp. P~ cxx.x\•ii. ::,. 

He caused me lo rest. Cp. Ps. c,,,ii. 8, q . 
m Jeru~alem was... It 1, possible that 1hc thought of\\'1sdom ha1ing hacl her abode ab01c (~ce 11. 41 and coming 

to dw,·11 in Jt.crusalc,n contributed to the later idc.1 nf Jerusalem ha,•tnl( it~ counterpart abo,t: cp. lt.rl. 17,.,,1,~ 1'<1/r.1 
Dan. , 1 ~. l 3; .\'ib. O ,,j. iii. 657 ff.,._1_, ; 4 £zra \'ii. 26, , iii. 52, 53, x. 44-59 :: Har. i\. 2 6. xxxii. 4; and in lhe 
:-,; , T. 1 al ". 26; llcb. ,ii. 22; l<c,. 111. 12, ""· 10; the same idt'a occurs often m Rabbinic.ii liter-ature; the earthly 
Jt:rus.dcm 11ut, ,;:· o• .. :;•1i· 1~ p,lr.dlt·letl by the jt.:rusakm that i:- abo\·e ,~v·, ~c· o,;,:.:'l'"\"1, cp. e.g. / 1oit(ti111 so,, 
and the \lidr.ish l'ui',llrl 143 r1. 

la . . : . of His inhentance. Cp. ni,. 17, and Sept. of Oeut. xxxii. 9: Zech. ii. 16. 
p hke a Cc.-dar •. - Cf. h. XCII. I~-

an olive.tree. n~tip1<1<1r,~· •~ the lt.•ndering of jt;,~· rv (' Olcaster') in J. JO I $ Nm.:-r., N),\:O: ). 
Zion '.\pp.ire ti} ·.,,,,µw, i, a com•ction in the\ .reek f" mncr~r1ccl11,chc Korrektur"/, which put the more usual 

n·.,mc for 1hc ·1rer ,,ne' ISm~nd,; cp. llebr. of l>cut. "· .,s. $ 'Scnir,' cp. l>eur. in. 9. 
14 on the sea-shore. See critic.ii note. It i, possible th;it 1hc 11ght rc,iding is · in l ng.,di ', for, a~ l<ysscl pnints 

oul, palm-tree do not i:row to an) ,:reat height on 1he sra,hore, "he1ea, Engadi was famed for them (,ce lluhl, 
t, r rf/li, di ,1/f, '! /'11.',1Sli1J,t, pp. ,8. 1651. 

rose.plants in Jericho. Lf>. "xix. 13, I. 8; i.e.' the Rhodt>daphnc' 'Oleander'), which grows on the banb 
of rh Jord .. n tq,. the rendering ,f ~ 'hclJ of ro.ses ') : '1!C Buhl. •'I'· ,ii .. p. 59. 

a fair olive-tree. Slill to be seen growing in i:reat luxunance m the plains round the ,ite of Jericho. 
a plane-tree. llcbr. ;:,:,,!) a, m < ;en. nx. 37; Ezek. xx.xi. 8, the unly occurrences in the 0. T. ; see further J. Low, 

•11 ramdi ·11 l'fl,1n a1,u1111tn, p. 107. . 

15 cinnamon lf. 1",od. n,; 23, 34: Prov. \'ii. 17; Cam. i,·. q q1i:,2p1. 
aspalaU,us (,r11irl,1 ,1 .. wt/10,/,ul,1 tcp. Lo\\, f>j,. ol., p. 340); according to Pliny !His/.,\""'· xii. 24) the root 

was us,:o for makmg uint1nl.""nt. 
choice myrrh. ,,,,-,'? Exod. xxx. 23. 

galbanu~. ;,p)n 1-.,od. xu. 3~. a gum used as an ingredient for making incense (cf. Lt"'• oj,. ril., p. II S.l. 
onyx. n~0:;' E •><I "· 34; ' unguis odor:itus.' Onycha 1s 'generally belic,ul to be the operculurn of some 

$J>l'<"lt:"' nf lllJIUlt: JHUIIUS.C.:., nu: opt•n•tJIIIITI I!>., horny Or CalcarCOU:,. pl,ttC i.Ltl,LChl•d lO the foot Of Certain (~,1.Steropodous 
m"llu ... , "· the h.1111. .. t1on <,I wl11ch 1s to do:-.c the aperture of the shell when the :rnimal has with,ira,\·n into the interior· 
(1."/1. ii 1. 35111. The opcrculum "hen burned gi,·e• forth a ~trong but ple.isant odour, and was likewise used a~ 
an ingredient fur mnkin;: inccnsl·, 

s tacte. eii;~ E,od . ... ,;,.. J-1• ,lll rnloriforou~ ~um , tht..: Hebr. name w.,~ gi, en .. ,ppart.:ntly, becau:i.c this gum wa.:.,, 
gathered by dr,•ps. s~-e furth,r '(o"a k, H,b,. Ardui1>/. ii. 64, 148. 

as the smoke of iocens; ,. c. sumethmi-: hol)', ple;isant, ,rnd acceptable: its speci,ll sanctit)' is seen by 
the pun,~hmcnt meted t,ut to tlu,sc whn otTc:r 1t wilhoul being entitled to do so, c:p. Num. x,·L 6 ff., 17 tT.: :?: Chron. ~\·1 .. 

J 6, a.n~_,,hn u~c it for t>rofant· purpose:--, cp. Le\'. x. 1 ff.: for its plca::,antncs~. &c . . cp. Ps. xh-. 8; Pro\'. vii. 17, X);VU. 9; 
Cant. 1i1. 6. 

16. tereb1nth... II is s111l seen tu ht· char~e1cristic for its far-spreading branches (rp. Xowacl:, op. di. i. 63]. 
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S IRAC II :n 17-~1 

1 7 l a, a vine pu t forth grace', 
And my flov.< rs arc the fruit or glory and wt;ilth '. 

19 Come unto me. yc• that desire me 
A nd be ye filled with my producc"; 

20 F o r my me moriaJI is swet:ter than honey, 
J\ nd the po,ses.,ion of me than thc honey-comb. 

21 They that e,1l , hall ~t ill hunger kfor me•, 
A nd th<'}' that d1ink nll' shall •till thirst kfor me•; 

2, H e t hat obcycth me',\ ill I not be ash:unc.:d 1, 
A nd mthey that ~ern rnc will not commit ~in"'. 

21 l\Hthc,c thin~~ an.· th1: bouk of the covcnanl of t,od \lo<t lligh. 
,1.he l:aw 1d 11ch \lo~c, c~1111nanckd (as) an hcritJgc for thc ,1Sscm1,;;"~ of Jacoli", 

!.i \\ h1ch hllt:th (men) 111th 111,dom, like 1'1,..,11 
.And like l'igris i n the.: da}s of •new Cfnuts) •, 

26 \~ h1ch me1flowc.:th hke I nphrates, with undcr,tanding, 
And as Jordan 111 t he days of harv<>t1': 

~i ~ qo \\'hich poureth forth·•, as thl' \ilc, in,truction i, 
, \ml' ;is ( ,ihon III the dar, of \'intagc. 

,8 T he first man knc" her not pu feet Iv, 
So also th<.: last nill not tr:11:c hn°uut; 

zc, F or her undcrstand,ng is mort.: full than the S(a, 

And her counsel 1s greater than the deep'. 
Jo A nd as for me, I (was) as.~ 'stream from lht • riar, 

, \nd I came forth as a conduit into a ,ardcn, 
3 1 I ~:tid ' I 11111 water my gankn. 

I ,, ill abunch1ntl) ,,atc·1 my g;irdcn beds'; 

• 2~!1 'perfume : l!. in ~ua,·i1~1, odon, t ,o 2-4 ° 1!. (, llh sltghl :·e~· ·'· .. ,,) + • f .im the mo1hcr of beauteous 
IO\t', and or fc.lr. and ol knc,,, tko'c LU,) t,( l,uJy hHj,C. I. 111 I, ..... _ ~ 11;.; lit'. .u1 ... \I fl I .1li II\ ' 111 !r 
tn those ,d1<> ari, callril hr 11,m ( = ;· ,~). N .S all ,e I· .S 1, o,I frui,;' I .S • in;u.i uon' 
JL ,piril' ~-k S, S ij 11 > 1 1:: 1101 I.ill • ru-m .S • 11011,· nl his "orks "ill t,e dc~:r01cd' 
";o 14K (tl'lth slig/1 ,,, ,11 •m) + •J'.1in nr1 (l>lll) I,,·"'""- n l,e 1.-.•l >i.d c1t·ive un,n II man order

0

1liat 
11-, may s1rcng1hc11 you. ( le,\\<' 111110 I !in,, 11 < l.nrtl. 111 .\11111 ht), is the ou,• ,111d on,) ( ,tlll and t, s1 le H,m 
1hen·is110S,1,iour·(=r.c1) "Sits fruits' , ::- '-: an' ~"lfi{~~of><.><),,r, 1-1N'( 'lhf' 
Nile) j/\ ilN (light~,. 1111d; ,air u.cj,m,u.•1· ('makt ·!h lo 1e f nh ') ,,, ,rJ,, /, IIJ,Jlr f 11 r r..lJ 'ft 1..ql! 
1nittit rS11 248 2.if ~~ro- Jlex 1!.S lli'f 7/,i ,,,11,1.,.6 fri-u,ltut ,1111 111,•l,rslcu1d1n I th /llru 
:1·,11 if ,.,fr, s111.1.. Jh1 rn111p,1r,1tr I ~ > 

Ii. lhe fruit • Lp. l'ro,· ili. If ,i" t .. i, ~~t: crit r1I 001,.. 
19. Come unto me. t p. I , .. , 1 
20. s wt:ete r than honey. honel·COmb. Lp. I'•."'· 10 m rel, rrn,c to the I aw cp I ro,, ,,i 21 
Z I. \\ ilh the thou;;ht ol ·ht nr,t contr,a, 1 1 .. 1 ,S I\'. 14. 
22. will not commit sin Lp . ., '1,. :! : ~ ,r, llcnt 1s !'or, h s•udy o~c1' er "uh "orhll) '> ,ess, IN 

the practice· of them p111:-. m1qU1t)' nut ut H·mcmbr.1nct' \\ 1th 1hr ,, hole ,u~•· cp. T, I I d /',111 , Le" 1 xm. i, l'l 
\ \'ith this \Ct<,C \\ i:,d11n1 c me 1tul1.·> ht·r ~r,c,t:rh. 

23. AU these things . Th, ,lut 111c,l'""' oi tl,c I·"' '"'~ \\' ,dorn m this .,nd 1hr followmi; ,cr~scom<S out 
\'Cry clearly. 

The L a w which ... ns~cmblics I 111m P1.~11t., , 11. 4. wh<n· th, Jtrl,,., rc.,cl ... rt..~ ... 'iu! ~rpt "" •",w;tti'. • 
Ben-Sim lso nlso 1he ~cpl in Dcut " 111, 41" IS 1hmk111~ of the synngoi;1w, of 1hr D1•1•u : :, 

25. Pison. Cp. (,en. 11. 11 If. 
new (fruitJJ). lJ>. I. ·, \um. lxliii. :t. Sept). 

26. in the days of ha rvest . l p. Jo,hu., 1i1. 15. 
:7. See critical nole. 

And a:, Gihon. The ;uld1t1C•II o( •an,t • h "di .111t·s1nl ,,t•t· fnl1e.1l noh). ,:~ rnni:-,.i11n ho fi \\Ouh.l imp1) tl11 
1dent1fication of l,ihon wilh the .'.\ii~, as in 1hc :-,·pt nf Jcr. 11. 18 (Smtnd). 

in Ute days of vintage. i.e. Septembn to Och>ber, "h1·n tht riHr is in full llood. 
28. The first man . 1 r. the llrst man "h" ,,,ui;h110 f.tthom her tl'n1zschd, 
: 9. S,e critical no1c. 

the deep. ,i durcr"f; cp. :•. 5: ( ~en. ,ii. J 1 : Ps.. '!tXX\ i. 6, . • • • 
30. And as for me i. (:. the wr11c1, \\ ho :-.111·.1k" 1111,, ol 1111~ .. tlf. lit" 1.:nn11111.1cs tl1c. nwt..tph~r of llic ri, rr (.,, tn 

-::..:,. 25 : 7l. and compare~ him:-elf t.o .1 sm:,11 11 ri.:,tuun \:iln,d lc.ul•ni,: out 1_ro111 tht! ;.:rcat n,C"r ."f \\ 1sdom. 
3 1. I will wate r my garde n . 1.~. he mtcnJcd to tt!'c lus w.\lt·:• of \ \ 1s.<lom (,,r 111111:it-11 .utme ut hr~t: but 1.ttn on 

his Mrea m 'became a rl\cr .. .', i.,.:. othi:r~ were to l><:ncfit by n. Cp. la. hHI. J 1. "thnu 1h.dt be like a ""'trrrrl 
garden'; John ,·it. 38. 
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S IRJ\CH 24 . .:; 1- 25. i 

6 And lo, my stream bec.1me .1 river, 
And mv river "became a• sea. 

JZ \' ct ag:11n· "ill I brmg mstruction to light :is the morning, 
And wall make the"<! things sh,ne forth afar off. 

33 Yet a,..ain will J pour forth doctrine as prophecy, 
And leave it for eternal .;cncratio11s. 

3~ 'Look ye (and sce/, thnt I have not laboured for myself onlr, 
Rut for all those that diligently ,eek her • •. 

(/•1 \ \ \. 1 ~ l ltrrr t!ti,(t:s r.-l1k!t au i,r,111tif11!, mu/,;,,.,,. r,•/11d1 ,,,.,. /111/r/11/ ( = 2 + 2 dist ichs). 
S 25 1 •Thier thinrs hath mr ,oul cksiruJ•, 

:\nd "thP} .ue lo\elr in the ,ight or God and men· 
f;i fhe concord 01 b1·cthrcn, and the friendship of neighbours, 

, \11(1 1 hu,baml .111<..I wife'·'· suited to each other. 
z Thrt c types 1of men) doth mr soul hate, 

1\11CI I .,111 g11:atl) offended at their life: 
J.I~ The pour man that is h.lll:.;hty and the rich man tint is deceitful', 

,\1 d ,111 old nun th.tt i, an 1dultcrcr "lacking under,t.rnding" . 

(r\ XX\ ;~ 6. .,/ /,c,,11ttj11/ t!t111, is r,•isdo11 (11td ri11111sd «J11<11J[: t/11· o,;rd ( = J + ~ + r distichs). 
3 (If) in In youth thou hast not gathcrctl'1 

I low \I ilt thou find in thine old age> 
-I ,1.1 1 low beautiful •to ~rcy hairs• is judgement, 

,\nd 1c, <:Ide rs to know counsel! 
,; I low beautiful is the wisdom of prince's', 

,\nd thought and eoun,cl in thos<' (,1 ho a.rel honoured! 
6 The crown B of th<: aged 1s their much experience, 

And thc1r glor}·ing is the fear of the Lord. 

(d) :\:\ \ . i I I. Tm t;po rf mm -,,,/I{} (lff /,/asol I= 1 +.'i + I di~tich,\. 
7 •· "\"inc; (types of men) have I conceived of'•; (these) l accounted blessed : 

\n.t a tenth wlll I speak of with my ton~uc : 
A m.111 that hath joy of ht, children"" 

\Vh , liveth to ,;cc his cnem> s fall. 

" ;; · rnched to the' ,-, $ > "1L • tmth 
'(i • In three" thinf::, I wa. b,•.1ut ful': wpru<T8"" is l"h,1p1 ,, /, ,111,1/ wrruptio11 '!f ~pauO,,• (liar/}; 1L = S 

1 1 It,"""'"" (' I stoud') "tr,,J.1b!J , ctJ r11/ltv11 ef" "''" ( = 2:;.11!.) l,~ l>h ·'" S 1!.. e;; a \\ile '.Ind a husb:md' 
('ri Ii.tr' ccce m> ~ +·,\1,rfom· cH )!l i u•n11h11g/11111/1,1 .8 e .$ '.tmongolt.lmen' 
1 .\ ~ r; ,i,1 men' {,f 11. n· \.r.1m~) .S • honour h li /.,/. nine conccphon~ (o .. ,a nro"°'1µ.aro)-' /11 
:'l ' :,-: ,1, C 1, rah ,I/ U~t.·r.nt ll'i"H = $ 1L) hh .s J.>O~lt.·rit, . 

3:. \\ atn th, .ind the follnw1n1 ,~rscs ~p • .j '.\lace. i. 15-19. 
afar off. ,. e. tn tlto~c of ti l>•~·P< r!-ion. 

·r;. . . doctrine at\ pr ophecy. \s sn,end points out, thr~"" ,,·ortls 5how th:lt there was no rigid idea. :1s >·ct 
(Cincermr .c< rt ,n o( ':'-lrripture. 

;; Th t· -• c1.c ur 11 limo-I ickntic.11 form a~~in as u:xiii. 17 ( ;s £i xx:x. ~6). 
lb1 \:X\, ,-: 
I. concord of brethren. Cp. P,. rx,xi11. 1 

n husbnnd nod wife ~p. xi. 23 /,. 
~uited to each olhtr in1Tll1\ ,11,11 rr,1uct,,p,:µo,u: cp. !'iCpl. of Pro,."'· 19 au•,r-,,,c'fi,pO,..,.,M n•~XXoor(a ;,.,,,. 

:?. Three types. T" 1,t ,. : cp ):XIII 16 "' n •:a,, (111 .• species. J, 

at their life. :. •· :ha, 1her ,m ~hH. The t" o last clauses of the ,crse sre quoted in l'trnlJim t 13 b (T, B.,. 
lacking ,mdcr~tnnding. n,,. l ahnud 4umo1uon ha., in:,tt·.id of th1!): 1 \ml a prc:,,1dcnl who beha\'c.·~ him~dr 

1,roudlyt,10, ud the congregation' 1Cowlry and l\eubauer. p. xxh·); the s~me words occur also in f.l,1;,-.ic,11< S /o 
( -.1J~, . 1,• ricn-=ii o:,?:) 

1, XX\ 3-< 
:;. If in thy youth . . I !lllotcd in ,!/,,,,1, rft R. A,1//,.111, c. 24, thus: • If in thy youth thou hast had nn dclii;ht ,n 

thcrn. ho" wilt thou an.,in to th~m in thine old age? ' (Cowley and Neubauer, p. >.xiv): cp. ,;, 18. 
6 The crown C.p. 1 18. 
1,h XX\. 1-1 t. 
7 Who liveth , . , Cp. l's, :ni,i, 37, 38, Iii. 7, cxii. 8. 
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SIRACII 25, 8-18 

8 1 ntcssed is the husband of an undcrst:mding wife, 
UThat doth not plough with o.v ,rnd ass'. 

J Blessed is he that hath not slipped with his tongucl, 
\nd he that hath not '>Crvcd onl' JJ infcrior fto himsclf1JJ 1

, 

9 *t Rle~sed is the man• that hath found a true f1 iend H 

And that discnurscth unto 1,·ars that ht·.1t 1. ' 

10 H ow great is he that fimlcth w,,dum, 
But he t~ not above l11m that fe;ircth the I .onl. 

n The feat of the L ord s11 1 pa,scth ;111 tl1111gs: 
11 Ile tint holdC'th it, t<> whom lull lw he likened"> 

(,·) X:\V. JI -•.)· \,111, ti/lh,·r,<11Jljurmrof,·•111-z+1 tli,tich,J. 

13 Any wound, only not a heatt wout,d' 
\nr "ickedne,s, only nut the 11 ick, dnc~s of a wom:in' 

, I t An} calamity, onlr not th,, ul.,mit} \umt1ght .,bout\ h} those \\ ~ > I• it, • 
Any H·ngeancc. , ,nly nut the vcng< .mcc <•I cm mit·,' 

1:; There IS nu poi:--on m.thn\t..• the pt•i::;.on 111 <1( l sc..: pent, 
And there is nu wrath aho\l· the ,.rath cit , \\0111.111• '. 

(/ I XX\ 1/i l,;. Tit,·,·,·,! "f ,1 ,•1,{,d :1• 111t111 1 

16 I wnulcl ,athcr dwell wit!t a lion aud a dr.,,.:, 11 

+ z + I t I ... ; J ; + I t : ( istic h•' 

Than keep hou,e ,1· th"" \11d:cd wnm.111. 
• ; The \\icknhw,, ,,i ,l \\Oman ••makcth l,1.u·I,. '" her lnuk 

,\nd tlarkcncth he,· counlcnanc~ likl' :lut of., bell 
18 In th~ midst o( l11s fm:nds her hush.ind sitttth, 

.Anti involunl 1rilyt he· ,i~hcth l,ittnly •. 

i-i Jtl i mut/1 11111tilt1!,·d ,-,, //,/r- - , ~ , 1111d th orci 1 / llu t•:usrr i u:r· '''/, :•1 u' a I '6 -.,. ,If I I 
l • \ 

115•11,ui 
lhi1 /,111si i 1111111/aktl i11 Jll •JJ ~ 1 t'i \l i!- UH\\ nrl l1v of hun • • }ll , ,n/111 /, 'Ill h , 1, 

t.:.5 6il, > H,','o·lL :5 alnend': Cr ·1,rm'cnce' I 13J1.'1hr{a•ul ~n 11.1 hri•dh 
it fa,1 ID) son, anti let il not ~o; tlwr•' i, n,,1hmg to t,~ likcne,i nnlo • ' jO :4" l!. (, ,11, 
+ • The beginning of tlw r~u of th~ Lu·<l os to lo,·c- I Im II I I, • ·11111,w: ..,f f. h 
( = 7'. 1 2) t Jl /J u ,111/uu .• \/rtJm hi it 1,, 1• 1 7 m m lr I ,, 111 r 1111,/111,.. / :;,N-. , '1, 

itstt·;ll,11'h<:J\d 1 nuus S liG t.:11,111) t,-n.\ BN \:,; d\\tl" h (=.=-l 
pale (,p. Jcr xxx. <i) 0 ill ( ,, , h,wd) + • ( ,r her) hu,1 11 \ ,;;1 • , ti. \ ,,,111,, 

'I 

rt,1/1 fl ) 

\\ Ulll !lom' 
t: ,111 t><J,!< • 

•• u .:, mak<lh 
,,,,. I like 

~.\ckdoth 1 N \ IUJI' f.J = Jll ~ hke thl .. olour or ,l ~ ... ~. U. m,;,11J, f /,, "' l(JI,/, lfl.:.., r • M,, l I c ,r Jn I I • 
~:::, >. 1. s:ic.kcloth I• R ( 1di11. -:o ci·t) /, ,":"l't:" 6 U• llO'II\ I ,r l ,., ''l"V'J I O'lll:Jl/1Jtwr (.:.4 •, ..S) 

mochcum z~S + • 'hrou~h I" 

i, Blessed i-.; the husband (i • Hlrs'icd I tlw 11Mn thal chH: C'th 1q1h •• :, c.r f.lll't'n1:C:...- J,! :- h.ue "'~= 
11 husb.1nd '): J!! i, rnurd'.UCd 

That doth ool plough . l h,, rb,: e " umluul01, <! y ,;cnmnr ,m I ~un bn•h t ,! " :! ur , I µI r 1n 

the form(·!'), it has dropp<:<l Otlt Ill i°j '' ·.,kt•, w1tlu UI If he C UC' (•IUY nme or en ., C ,, pc f 
men c-numt.:,atc i Lp. l>c.:· t. 0;1.. 10,::: t « r.,1. 1~. •he ... ur, • r ofL ur - u t p r 

that hnth not shpped . . l JI· '" 1 J , • 111. • 
C). a true friend. I · 1« , cctnd , l,lUS.1 : ,, s , hat i[i. prudl' t '1 1,s ,\ ron 'l f: 

10. tha t feareth . . . L 11, ,. 16. 
J ,. H e thal holdelh .. , Lp. \I. 27. I tor tla glo , .1ddt<l 1lter r , n r • l: sc c, 1 I nole 
(t'I XX\. lj· ,,. 
I 3. Th1> wrse , quooed in S/11# r I ,r I I. II.I. sr,• ( O\\ ley •ro' ~ ub·1ucr I'• x.xu p. "chechlc , T Jf.,, fr.,•(. 
q. Any calamity. . T ""' h.u ha1c ob\lUUSI)· <I" .. e 1111 lort ~c tu' ct~ll t•< o ·e~I ( 1hc h.itre<I, an wh 1 

1 eni,:,· 1n, c is the, i.,11 •h~ 11 .o " I , , m "" "' , 11 n luh , 11t, I',: .:· :,:;:• • "'" ,,...,. I (;;')-• 
i- .. ·~pl'"''' wert:lllht,1kt· to1 ""'s::;· \l1.:f,1.11hl.:-~ """'11 11 lhc.,p..1 ... • • ,~r f•I• 11 ,,ii"'-' \~arn1,"'hi f 

acoording tn X!<Yi. 6. X>i...'<\'ii 11. \\ :1c; till in \'Og-ut in Bl'n .. s,r, ·~ d,l)' 
1 ,. poison. I 111 ::·~, 1 t L ~ 1.,11,. I noh \1'· J 1, ut ~\;!.\:II. , • I h ~1.. 1, ·u lh.: f nnt r l""':io.t~t· tl c ~ n:m!e ... t' 

word by tJl·,uh r• \H,llh 'l 11 !-N) nt'xt clau,t·. .:::0 n· .. ,kcs rhc 1" 1mc m15t.lll', 

r J) \'.\'.V 16--2t,. 
16. l would rntber .. Cp. l'rov. xx,. 19, 1n, i,1: ,,t,,,;,,n,. 
17. maketb black. ~ ·~1\tt:rclh' ; the ,1.1-h '"'"'" t.4~\\ht.•rr onh 11, Juli,:,,. ~om th,,,<• l • lor the no .. " ... 

Lint. iv. 8: I ccles. xr. ro. and for 1hc• 1.djc11i1c I r.,. ,iii. 31, 37: Cant.,. S,' II ; /..cch. v,. :,6. 
like that of a bear. In ~he \lldr.i..h /i',,,,/1.th A, ~ \11 '\\XU,. 7 f,u .. l l'.11 ru.uh tu pcitllk cl r(\tiph..lr

1

1'" '" .,. .. 
a •she-bear'. For the ,•ariant readings here see the di,, ,-,ion in the lnrrod. § 3 (bl. 

t'8. In the midst. • 6 a .. (l µ.u1ot1 f'IUI ff'Aqr1101< o;.,.o\ ,lro'l"'flHITt1t O 1111';µ «d"Tijr. l. 
involuntarily. ~ec c.;nt1c.,I nocc·. \\'nh 1hc L·sprcs 111 ~;:.: S~:l f .'et ... l h hr. cp.N~l,'~ ~ . ~ ln 1- itt/11 1 -4 ,d~cha:htC'rJ. 
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S IRACII 2;;. 19-:26 

illc HI (There is but) lilllc malice like the malice of a woman. 
May the lot or lhe wickrd foll upon her! 

:o 'As" a ~andy ascent lo the fc{l of the aged. 
So is a woman of tongue to a quiet man'. 

2, Fall not• because of the beauty of woman. 
"t\nd 'he: not ens11:11c:<l 1 for the ~ake of ,\11:i.t ~he possc,~eth"; 

22 For "hard ,lavcry11 and , disgrace 1t is, 
1If) a wifo ,11pporl her husband. 

6 ~3 ". \ humbled he.tit and a s,1d countenance, 
"",\ncl a heart-wound.•~ an evil wife". 

)!!' I lands that han~ down, and palsied knees, 
, I hus ,hall it he with) n w ifL that maklth not happy her h11Sband. 

2 4 From a woman did sin nri1,;inate, 
\nd hecausL of her '"call rnu,t die'. 

(; 2, "<, 1vc not wata an outlet, 
.\or to a "1ckL'd ll'Oman pow er'. 

26 lf shL i;:o not ,Ls thou woulrlst have her"', 
Cut her off frum thy Resh,,. Y 

,-, .\. <1, •1dm1 lo Smt111fs tm,w/11/io11 (bautl 011 tu) o/ //,r lrxl. wlm/, i, 11mltlaltd rrq; (,.w 70 ~~8) >: 
.!< l!. = j!J • .S • Ile not i:nuccct • • .-., ,',1, 11/sn ~ · Jni G .1a 11ntr hluic M Rauluu: 1ntli S111111d 
,::i~n ;I( lL • look not upon· iHt Rtt1d111,: 1"1:."i' ;ii:lll (= S)/01· .•. ;iiy::i ,dm/, tr.; not! as ;i1JJ1 ('wrath'): 
;,~·., r'.r ,,·r111/lu.:: 111 llu· 1l/.'). ,!f Jll, 1.r/l(rt a Jma/1 h1al11.r or,urs u-u JJ > nu .S 111.rrr/.r 'darkne..,s' 

J ti . . '" ,Ii, altorcthcr (in•) ,,_,, llcmli11ir Ill 311 X N _\ a11d mrsi:·u rmpp""'°": B <(o,,r,,a•: :,~8 
:;a,•p911cu• ,fo<lo, (r/. l!. vcmam prodeundi). S + · For as the bursting forth or "ater i:oes on and mcreases, so 
does an nd "oman contmuc to ,in (more and more) n ·= L,'l. • according 10 1hy hand': ]!. + • she will 
sham, thee m the presence or thin,· enenues' l 2 48 + • Gin .• rnd send her a" a) '. ::: + · Gh·e to her, and 
send h,r from thine hou,e'. 1!. + ~c semper tc ab111atur 

19. I There is but) little . 6 renders frcel)· · • \II malice is but little to the malice of a \\oman ': $ renders 
acrorclin.l:i tn the ~en·· e of ,1i1. 14 

Jllay the lot . . i c. '""> 11 be the lot of the wicked, not of the righteous, 10 ha,·e such. 
~o. a sandy ascent . . i. c. one that is wearisome, and where it is difficult to get a foothold. 

a woman of tongue. i. c. one that is abusi,·c. The point of 1he comparison is that just as it is impossible for 
an aged man 10 ascend a slope "here he can get no tirm foothold, so it is 11npossible for a quid man 10 get on with a 
wom.,n who ha~ nn .l.bu~i\e tongtit:'. 

e I Fall not For the cxpre,,ion ').' ;!ll of falling into a snare cp. Isa. xx". 1 ~ ; \mos iii. 5 : cp. also Pro,•. xxi,. 14. 
l':i mcorrenly, • throw not thyself upon.' 

And be not ensnared . . • e:i \nd desire not a woman': something ha, cle..rly dropped out ; I, <MA<t is added 
by N . .\ and numb<'r of cursi,ts lL S) ro-lkx; 70 248 add ,i, ,p,t/,,, ... 

22. For hard slavery . Ste cnucal note l'i ~ There is ani:::cr, ,1nd impudence, and grc:1t reproach '. 
~ I he omis~ion nf the t,\o hr~t clauses or ,his. n·rM: ,found in (i S byJ!,.? :mbgcsb that they arc not original; the 

:>Cr~t.; o( lhem is COnl.tlnCd In lh\! h\O la..,t d,tU':'-CS. 

A bumbled heart. . .E • And th< hcan that is wi1h her she co,creth o, er', meaning probably thm she ,uppres.ses 
all womanly frclmg,,. 

Hands that hang down. 0:41: ji't:'"'I, lit.• han~ing dm,n of hand:.- • :io1gnifying helpless tcrrol'; the !'>,lint: exprcs~ion 
nrcurr in J~r. xlvii. 3. 

palsied knee,,. lit 'a toltcring of knees'; the word ;i,l"J only occurs elsewhere in the 0. T. in Pro, xvi. 18, 
where it mcan!-1 a cali\m1ty ·. Cp. Ps. er~. '24 o,>·t, ,>~·.:, ,~,:i (' my knees totter fro1n fasting '1. . 

I Thus shall It !be with 1. l"hcsc words arc unc,prcssed, but imp! ,cd: fearfulness and c.dam,ty are to be the lot 
of th, •H•man who dne, not make her hush,tnd happy. 

24. From a woman •.. 1..p. Ctn. i11.6: ::i Cor. xi. 3; 1 Tim. ii. 14, and see Tlr, Lif, ofA,f,1111 u11,I E1•r, §§ 15-19. 
did sin originate. e:i '("a,, the heginningof sin'. 
And becau~e of h er. . Lp. 1hc ·1.1rgu111 (Pseudo· Jonathan] to c;en. 111. 6, \\here 11 1s said at 1hc rnoment or !-:,·e's 

~urrllmb1n.;• 10 ti mpta.tion San,mad, the Aniel of I >cath (ident1t1cd WJth ~atan), appeared to her. Jn 7'/u LJJ,· ,f .-Jdc1m 
,md /,, ,·, ~ 5. "Tats the fullowm.;; ',\nd E,t said 1" Adam,·• )ti- lord, if thou wilt, kill me: perch.tncc the Loni (;od 
\\1ll 1hrn lead lhe<· 1,ack mto Paratli<c; for II was onl)' through 111)' fauh that 1hc an~cr of 1hc Loni c;od was krndl,·d 
a~mnst thee."'' Tiu..~ latc.:r Jcw1~h thcolo~y, howevt'r, .:encrnlly pomts to Adam a~ thie real cau~l' for the entering or sin 
,tncl de.-,th 11\lo the "orld 1q1. t Cor. n. 221. and that not so much on account of the• Fall', as that he refused 10 sho\\ 
rcpr;ntanc:e frtr \\ ha1 11c had done: ~c. e.~ .• the :'\I 1drash l,'c.·1111dl,,11· N11lita, ch.,p. xiii: ' \\"hen .. \d.,un tran~gre!:tscd the 
• ommand nf the I Inly t Int·. ~nd ;\le r r the tree, th<' Holy One demanded of him J><:mtence, thereby rc,·e.tling to him the 
means of freedom (i , .. from the result of his sin], but Adam would not show penitence.' 

~5 Nor to a wicked woman . • . Sec critical note. 
power. lfu,ui11,, i.e. liberty to do what she lilces; cp. 1 Cor. xiv. 34, 35 . 

. ~6. Cul her off from . i.e. Gil<· her ., bill of di,orcement (the la1er ,;,'rt, cp. Deut. xxh·. 1 ff.; Mau. v. 31; 
hnncno they had been 'one rleth ', rp. Len. ii. 24 ; Eph. v. 31. 

4 0:2 



SIIC\CH 2H. 1- 10 

lg) XXVJ. 1-~. Th,· hnppinrss ,,; 11,r 111,111 :,·ho hnr n good :,•tj. C=- : +.: di•tich,). 

JI' 26 • A ROOd wife. blessed is her husband, 
The number of his da\'s is doubk,l. 

2 A \\ Orthy wire cherbheth hrr hu,uand, 
6 • \nd he fulfilleth the } cars of In, Ilk in {W:tC'c' • 

J",~.63b 3 A good \\1fc 11~) a gond ~1ft : 

.,a,,h. 1006 She shall btc J:"en to lum that fcareth God f,,1 hi, i•rortinn' 
(i 1 4 \\'hctlwr rich "' p,,,,r. h is hc.,rt "d1u, 111) ' 

:\nd h1, face is merrr at .ill time,. ' 

(/,) X '\\' I. .i ' ~. 11,r ;; 111/11/,usr, f ha: mg ,, ,('Idol: 1/f' I= ~ + , + : + z di t ich,) 

r, Of three Lhmb, 1, my heart afraid, 
1\ nd concerning a fuurth I .1111 111 nrc·u f,·,1r• 

Sl.111der in the city, ,ind ,l concmu,c ~>f the ,,11,1,k 
r. \ml a fabc aLcusation, worse than death a,c' thc1 J!i 

Ii Grief of heart and ~orrow i, a \11fc Jealous of (.111<1thcri " 1fo', 
_1 he ~couri:c of the tongue ~all t,,,:cth<r • ,11c the) J• 

i L1ke1• 1,1 hard yok(; is• a ,1tck<·cl woman· 
I le that takdh llt)ld ,,f hu is as one tlut gr,h1>cth ii scorp1 n. 

l'i Great ll'rillh 1dothl 1 drunken wc,m:111 trau,ci•• 
She doth not co,·cr her m, n shame. ' 

<1 The "horcdom of ii woman i, in till' lift in~ up of her C}, s 
.\nd she will be knrmn U) hlr tyclid,. 

10 l'pon a 1hca<htrong da111:hkr 1 keep strict \\atch 
'" l.c~t. finding I ibutr, he use 1t for herself 

"·tt J!l > l, ,\n 2 I !I ;:. l!. : 6 -,, 11 ;, JOJ <"' ;, > «' < S ~ ) . .\ 111, 'tnll h1• l,o,;om ' 
... , ll ,r ttJOllh-,~~ Ji· 1/11 ho' /( X'\\'11 ;, rrµovwr.w t'/,r,;jrilra, s .. , ~ .. 5.) 1ot, 1;; ix SJ ( :: ~) n .,. 
,li,,i9q• (' I made supphcauon ') N , .,117, I f ::, > • « ,\ ;;. : (i l mmu, ,alln JII L ,\ !. . 
e:iS > ,-i S, :S; 6 'a\, t of I XCII ,haktr, to .U1tlf1,1' LIL ::, al ) ,• h Z4'<;: j- \\hl r.i\ 
about· l l S: > laugJ1lt.·r', .1 " .. 11ton wife' 111 ui 'It. :\:e tn\c:-r1t.l cxc.1, on( u I r "' 

VII .\'.\:\ I. 1-4. 
1. Thb ,crsc is <1uotccl t11icr in the I1.1hdn!' .,n r,tmud, l'rbwu,tl, 61/>, .'> •11n fr111 1oc 11 r o I ff rrncc 

bcingth.tlhoththc)l tr.itt.ltC$re.1d'beauuful f,r'htJ<KI'. \\1tl11h1 111dthrntx"'"rc-e p Jr x1141 xxx1 tc 1::: 
z. worthy. ,.!'"'. ft,r this stn-..t <'p. l,e11. : 11 : l xoc' ::0111. :1, ; ~ 11 h 11, thr ref rcn ,c to I 

cherishelh. I it. • m,,kcth fat , c,,. 1 l'"i • 1naktth ,:I d 
fulfilleth l.: p. Is. '" :o. 1••:,.-ri- i;\.,;•·x" -~·x j'11 .•. "~·-~~ 

3. a good gift. ~ • ., i:ood port 1<.>n , p. I , 111 ::. • 

for his portion """m<:nd ~1Jt,,.'C l .ha t rt·rHli ring fou"'d m u, . 1 air Jtl 4'•-: 11:· 1hr m c( 

a mistake for :>~r:i 'for 1111. oort,nn '1, and rd,• lco \um. XX\I SJ :or 1h, t: c ,,f :l . 
,1. W hether rich er poor l.11 'Uf .1 mh rn,111 ,mt! ol a poc rm n 1h h n , rhct r • '> ,8 1 c 11 hr h 

n good wife 

rnJ "\X\ I. 5 12. 
5. lam in great fear. S,·c cri11 al nr 1e. 

Slander in the city . ( p. \< t ~1>.. ::3 "·· x sh. I: 
6. IL wife jPalous . . I ht I l ull .. r p, I> ',tiny 

all toget her (are they J. 1.c. \11 t Jo~r tlung, cnunwr,1te I, s1,1nJc•, the cone ursc oft'>< rJb le , false arcu.a1, a 
and a wife·s Jt·:1loU!->). an re uhs. ol tlw SC(,urtt ,t ,n l ~ ,1 toni,:UC' 

7. a hard yoke. Th,~ ren<krmt! ul :: ~11nphr1es matters, )Jut l~c rendering ,,f Ci. ~'"Y'o• aaAnoµoo•, &U.t:eits 

a m1~tmclt-r,t.indm;.: c,t 11lc orit,:m,d. \\lmh 111 :-'!lr,il 1~ h.,cl '>' ;,:,:·;= '11,, t ,._ h,11,. 11 1 \ "' 
1 

l, "'' l • "'-•, 
i . 13; t9u::, (' .. , pole', or I bar') w.,s 11nrlcrstood •is though part of th, vrrh ~\~ I' lo sh:-1te J In 1h11 case thr potnt 
of the comp.Hi. on would be tit.,• Just .,s the t,,,•s <•f the yoke ""c t'onst ntl> rublimg ,,nd h hng the nc,ck of the: 
ox. so a "ickrd wom;1n wns, b)' ht:r bch.annur, ., ran,1.,nt .. uurct of 1rr11at1on ro her husbwd. 

H e that taketh hold . The thou~ht sttm, 10 l>< ,h,,t ,r o. ma ,1lt<1np1, 10 aa •n his au1hortl) o,cr a "0 ~n 
of this kind he \\Ill ,urh:r ;.:ru.::1..1,u,I) to1 t.h,111,.. '!I; • de.:, tll\ tct.thJtinn ,ull hr Lhc ro.uh.1 r ,n c- I Hla:t iJo&n rt, rt ts,, 
:;u·cusauon tsee :·. 5 ,, , ~:md rp. l.,d,. 11. t, . 'I he ~111111'• nt t ht' M 1trpcon h llu· 111 re np• m htn u, h Bf u~ s11n,c " s 
believed 10 be deadly (cp. llcut. vii,. 15 l. 

ll. She doth not . . ,.e. l>runkcn11e .. leads her to adultery. 
9 . ... by her eyelids. lp. Pro,. ,i. z5. ,t:,• .,1-.u: J.:'m~:t 1\. ;o. Jn. h. ;o~ I t'l... . ~\t J. 40. (, r the; f'rl~ni.&I 

i:ustoms and methods of painting th~ eyrlids and eyebrows, ..\c., .. ~ ZD.1/c;, 18; 1, Pl'· 236 ft. 
10. Upon n headstrong . . . Th1> cl.1use occurs ,l<o in xii,. 11 11 

Lest , finding ... Cp. uiii. 16, 17. 



SI RACH 26. 11 - 24 

6 • • L ook well after a shameless eye, 
• An,! marvel not if it trespass against thee". 

12 As a thir,ty travclkr that opcne th his mouth. 
And drinkcth of an} water that is near, 

So she sitleth do\Vn al ever}' post, 
And opencth her quiver to every arrow. 

(i) XX\'!. 1,1-18. Tl,,·joy vf tlte 111n11 -.u/10 !,as n good wifi· (= 3 + 3 distichs). 

13 °The grace of :t wife ddightc.:th her husband, 
:\ml her undcr ... tanding fattcncth his bon<.:s 0

• 

q A ~ilcnt \lom:in (is) a gift from the Lord, 
.\nd l'a wdl-inst1uctcd ,uul• ·•,, above worth '1. 

r;; Grace up<.tn gract: is a ~hamr.Ja~tT woman, 
\ml th.-rc is no prkc wo1thy of 'ii 1:onti11cnt soul•. 

,r, ,\, 1 the ,1111 ari,ing in the highest pbces of the Lo1d, 
So• is the beau tr of a good ,, ife in the ordc:rini,: of his" [ her husband's) house. 

1; ,\s th,· L11r1p shinin;; on the holr candlc,tick, 
::,. .. i, tht I uwtr ""' a face•,. on a st,\lcly figure 

rR J\s the golc.kn pill,1rs upon Lill' ,ihcr base, 
',o .ire li,·aullful feel" upl•ll firm hcelsw. 

(J) \. \. ,· 1. 19 ~;. A lat,·r appoul1x to tit,· prcudi11g ( = ;{ + ~ + t +I+ 1 dislichs). 

;o :JS 1,1 :\Ir rnn, kc 'I' th\,elf healthy in the !lower of thine age, 
:\nd r:ivc nol thy s lrenr.,th unto st1,111gcrs 

zo I Ia,·in:.; found ., portion of l,!OOd soil out of all the land, 
::-,rm it ,,ith thine own sc:ccl, trusting in thine own good birth. 

21 Thu, ,, ,II thine oflspring flourish, 
,\ncl, havini:: confidence in their noble cksccnl, will become great 

2 z A h11 c.:d woman is as spittle 'X, 
Rul ,1 married wonun iti rc1;konld a, a tower of death 1 to lhcm that use hcr1 • 

ZJ i\ :::odk-s w ,man shall be givt.:n to the man who rcgardeth not the Law as his port ion ; 
Hut a dc\'Out (woman) is given to him that fcarcthYY the L ord. 

z4 J\ shameless woman despise th sha mcfa,tncss , 
But a ,hamcfast daught<:r will show mod~·,t) c,·cn before her hu~band. 

1>-n $ ' \n,l t;orrJ nol lc,l ,he dcteiw 1hcc' .,..., $ > P-P .$ /,/, '~ lacking of throat', i.r. · s..Jf.comrol in 
spt ·d,' '"l /.1/. 'there 1s no cxthange for" r z48 +'and faithful .... S /,/.•a l.1cking of mouth' 
I .\ ::' 1L e:i > u S, [l : B·• N ,\ ·" ,~, u-11 ;o • of 1 good woman ' ,-, S ' 111 keeping her house' 
,.. R· ,d111,• "" 11T<f>""' rucrra8«11 , p. N 24~): B ,\ '"' ""'P""" nc1To8n1-, : 1!. ,ui'er phlllas stabiles mulieri, ;o 'm 
th, ,,r ·ring of htr ltouse' '-, .S • take heed to thJ·sdf in 1hc time of LhJ JOUlh' " .S 'naught' 
>-> ;o I• 1licm lliat dc:nc unto her' n ;o lmdh • 

11. Look well . . The n•rcrence is ~tiU to :1. headstrong ,lau~htcr' ; in the ~econd clause -S 1sec cri1ical note) is 
ptrh~ps tt, ht: prck rt:d, hctt U'IU!.l h<: no hes1t.1.uon m dtalin;r wuh sud1 a dau~ht(;r. 

\',XX\l. 1j t 
r ; .•• , fattcnctb his bones. i.e. is the means nf gi,.ing him physical health and strength ; cp. Pro,·. w. 30. 
14. A silent woman. Cp. x,x, ,. 23 128 in l!'i). 
I ;. price. \.. p. \ 1. I 5 
1 ;,. the highe~t place-.. . . Cp. ,ti,i. r. 
1;. the holy candle~tick Cp. 1 \!.<cc. i. 21, iv. 49, 50. 
t\. A~ the golden pillars . 1.c. the pillars ol thc Tempi<· "hich were covered wilh gold; cp. 1 \!,,cc. i. 22, 23. 

upon firm heels . :-.cc n11ical note. 
t Ji XX\ I Io -2~. The -e nrses occur onlr ,n 70, 248 among 1he Greek MSS. thC)' arc, howc,·er, prrservccl in 1hc 

Syro.1c ;1nd .\ub, ,c ,mn,. and some of 1hc clau><·s are quot,·d by Clement of Alc.x,,ndria and in 1he 'Commonplace 
Books' ol the monk, ,\ntomus nnd \hximus (see 11.nt, pp. 321 3701. In lhe main 1hey Me dcri\'cd from the •econdary 
reccnsmn of the Helm·\\ t>ce lntroduc1 ion, § 311 )\; 1his 1s prol'ed by the fact th,ll in ;S there are I arious errors of trans· 
lauon "h, ao onl) ht <xpla11;ed on the ba>1s of a Hebrc\\ original (,ec Ry,:,el 111 lo,.). 

19. 'lh1 - , ., "quoted m \ntoniusand \laximus ( Hari, p. 3671. 
give not thy st.rength. . . Cp. l'rov. v. 9, 10. xxxi. 3. 

,o. a portion of good soil i.e . . , good wife. 
:1. ... m the o,cnt:r.1.I ,,-nc;;r of the ,cr:-.e cp. Prov. v. 15-19. 
2Z, flus Hr>c is 'I uotc!I by Clement of Alexandria \ Hart, p. 330). 

BS spittle •u? a,ti~w: cp. Sept. of Isa. , I. 1; "" ui,Aor = j)"'l~ (Smtod) • 
• • • BS a tower of death. see 2 ~lace. xiii. 5 IT. (:Scstle, quoted by Ryssel), 

z4 Thi• ,crsc is <]UOted hr \nton,u, and \laximus {Hart, p. 367). 
404 



SIRJ\Cll llG. 25-2i. 4 

70 :48 25 • ,\ headstion~ woman• will be regarded a~ a dog; 
But she that hath shame fcarcth the Lord. 

:,6 The 11oman that .hon,,urcth ht.:r own hmband ,tppearcth• 11 j!,(' unto .,II. 
But ,ht.: that tli-ho11, ,or1;th 1h, 1 hu,b.111d 1 .. •• kn ,1111 t, ,- .ill • .- 1111c th.,• i, .;od!, ,.. in ti;,, 1 ;,ri,! . 

Happy is the husband n' a good wife, 
Fo r the number o f 111, years is cloubkd b 

27 A loml·1oiccd ;ind t on.:111 f11l ""."'·'" "1n.k.,111·d ,, "·~ t111mp<:l ~ th,,• I' ,tt1 tit c11en1ic 1,, rli,:ii; 
, \nd the son! or c1cry uchhkc man wrll pass his !rfc in the turmoil of I H'. 

( ~) \. \. \ I. ii<. I hr.-, t/11111:s tl1t1t cc111s, w, rt>,, ( =- i dr tich I. 

G 2~ For two things my heart, gricn·d 
·\nd fc.r ,\ third com< th \\ rath npun me 

A ,·rman or war·' suffe11n~ on ;1cco11nt ur l'"\'C1t1· 
J.lcn of undcr~lan,Jing who ,utfcr cont, mp! ·' 

(./\ndJ o ne that ltrrn<th liom 11,;lnc ,11,111 ~, t<> <in; 
!Ila} the Lord prcpart.: .ihin• 101 the s\\01<1• 

(/1 XX\' I. 29 , \ \'JI. ;. Tiu I 111ptah 11s ,f hadc 

29 • Hardly' shall the muchant kcq, him,dr from "rnn :domf, •, 
And a h uck,ta "·ill not b~ acquillc·d of sin. 

2 7 1 111 anr ha Ye ~11111cd for lhr ~ilk of g,1in •s. 
And he that st:t.:keth to multip!) (~,ltnlh turnclh al\'a) his C'}'C 

2 1A nail sticketh l:tsl between "the jo,nrngs oi~ ~tonC's1, 

'"\nd "sin will thru,t itself 111 1• bct\\c·cn bu)t.:r .rnd seller. 
3 ° 1\l~ son•, if "thou liulc! not" di!ig,·ntly to thc.: k,11 of tic Loni, 

• fh) ' hou,c \\ill ,uon hL mc,thn,11111. 

~ t I di tichs 

(,1) .'\.'\\. [(. ..j i· //tr <IJ'fl'tl/S/11 t>f I 11/tlll > a/rr, I= ~ I cl• t1ch;I. 

4 •\\'hen a si1:1·c i, ;.hakc.:n, the n lus, rtm,11111.th; 
'.'-.o lit JS 11i thj the tilth ol 111 ul ,n I i " , 11i,.: 

,-2 ;!, ',\ woman tha !t~t!t no slnm~' " .S 
'!rife of a woman i- e,,., 1 her i; 1,tl< 11, ,, 
C-.C 70 > C< C !$ '!ll:tll of \\CI I,' J ,\ 
• 11 11tHl/t II, cl, m, Du.w 'l' , : m-,1 
1 ~ + · But in m.u,,· thin._.., l,c ,u 11 , l,' 
l, !:: '~ins' 1 lL uuo/I • \ ' 1 ~ > ~ 
111.•1•8}u,1'}0U'0t J',,1 au"Tp,j11atrn (1!. 1 u~ ;1b u 

tr.,ns~re·•':'I hu1 ;1 liltle' ;:, I or ,un, l nu w11 

r ck..,n •• •~ ;o' :: + · Ir~ 
.1 1 burr mg f, , <" r , ,h 

2-;J (= 1i 

"''" 

25. as a dog. l, ... cr l)pll lly 1.,1 )IJH"On<' \\U"11ut h.unt (1.:p. lh I ~x111 

26 Happy is lhe bu&band.. Thcsc tw dame, .ir~ .1hm ,t ,d,r 1 11" h ,. 
:7. This ,ers, is quoted •)· Antonius and \lox1111us 111•1. I'• 36 ). 
(k .\.\\ ! 2:' 

28. A 1110.0 of war. l'erl ,ps ~men •) r•~ht u1 prcft·1nnJ,; hcu· th,• rtrn1crine: f ::-, • a m:t'l or" Ith'• 1n t e '" 
other l) pee of mt·n rt fcn·cri tom tlus H r!-i.: c,Jnll su uc p1c'\c11tt:d .1 \\I c m:in !Ii P r 1; nt mpt a r1>,.hl" u ,n 
<.:ommutin~. in n th:1.t lo ic..111}" one ,,uula c:xptct n 111111 u cont ast this 1 n> ,\r1I r h man lfc n,.. po 
thcllebrewnn)·h1\ );u1~·n :;"~ (1.1'1unn(,\tllth!li1 1strenJ:th' 1 ,\h1ch\\ l m nderstoodb) 6;cp Rut 111. 

one thal turnelh from , . L p. I ,tl '""· :~ \J ,ri '" ~5, 2 l'rr. 
X.\\l.29-'\X\ll 3. 
29. Hardi) shall the merrhnnt .. . CI /' r'I /b •Iii 11. 6 •.. l\or 1s ,·,c•i one th,t I ah 1m, h traffi 

l.r11ti11 55 b. n It, re IJt:l,· >. 1:; 1-:, commented u,•nn. It 1s s.11d th:1.t tht ror 'ts n • ( nd cllh~r nmon h 
:11uont ml.'.rchanh, llu..'. 1c.1,un bean~ that the r cm unt tra\ellms: Ito 11 pla r o pl, r pr ,t .... !i 

('flu/; lll}lld,,i1lh.~'-•"(JIH,~1l't; ... ,p.j::.IH.hl \1 _ ;II II •,\\tit I Ill t 1} """ 
arc tngai;c<I in tratk, <>f bad od ,r, and tltc I ttcr .irc- !,aid to pracu • 'rl c: lunrhrralt of robbery· • 

.\XVI I. 1. lurneth nwny his eye. 1.c. 1\lll . .cqu1<:5.e m "hat ,s "ron~: q> I ro, U\111 27. 
:. naiJ l 11. 'tenl·J><'l: ·p. "'. 24. 
3. 111.y son . e'i • Lnlc > (a ma") hold on d,liguitl) .•. Ins hnu,,, will soon ... ', d I rm 11v. II, 

.\.\\ll.4 \\l.\.~S. ll11,t11\1,,.,,11 , ,n1111,., •• ,1 .. ,:1«r th,,. ft,t•r<"1,. hJ:• i1thrr1I 
o! applied ,, 1!iodo111. ~ud1 toplt.:'I .u m;du c •. ,n~n. rt H·ni,::r, Jtl 1fl0 t A, .. Ull), .11111 thcn hau IJI dt, 'h 411: dt"& 
and lastly mercy i11 its several ,upccu. The whole falls into l\lehc subsections. 

t.r) X.\\IJ.4 7. 
4. n sieve. 1.c.tlu.:; Kirl>al·ti-K.1m,nh1" .. stdl u~d 111 l ',dc-:--tmt. 1l1r1.0111 "luchl .. u-bnrn d.rc:-.... JuJ for lit"'• •I 111 • 

is placed m rt and sifted; the rcfuSL,,. r. th~ (lijn~ ,,f 1hc 11Mn "Ju, h h,1 l"°"" \r•<I, en 1n1, •he tr "· « ,~,n 1-eln .,I, 
405 



S IRAC II 27. 5 1 5 

J!4 
.; •The furnace proveth" the potter·s vessels, 

, And the trymg of a man (is done) by ex amining him. 
6 Upon the cultivation of the tree dependeth the fruit ; 

So 1depcndethl mi1n's"' thought upon his ni1ture 1
• 

e:; 7 '"Praise no man •before taking stock (of him)', 
For thi, (i,1 the (,ny to make) tria l of men"' 

(/1) XXVI 1. 8-10. Rewnrd nm{ rl'lrilmti"" ( = 3 distichs). 

8 lf thou folio\\' :tfter ri~htellu,ness>, thou wilt attain', 
Q,1mma .\ nd put it on as a robe of glo1 )', 

9 l .ver} bird dwelleth 1· 11 ith its kind, 
e; \nd truth returneth•· to them who practise her. 

1 o The lion hcth 1n wait for prey; 
So do ,in," for those who' \lurk iniquity ' 

I 1 \ X \ · 11. , 1- 1 i· C{IJ1ar11111g .-aritties "/ s/wch ( = 2 + 3 distic hs). 

11 The di,cour,c of the wise.:' man continudh• "in wisdom", 
Ht t the fool chani;:eth as the moon. 

,~ In the m,d~t of fools 'watch closely the time', 
1h11 t amonq the 11·1,;~ abide continually k. 

J ,l The di,coursc of fools1 is an anno,·ancem, 
.\ntl their L111ghter is ",,nful wanto1111t:ss•. 

q ' !he oath of the godless" mahth the hair stand upright; 
lhc,r strife maketh one ,top his cars. 

r,; The strife of the proud is sheddtng of blood, 
,\ml their reviling is grievousP hearin~. 

t-L • • ;;. ft ,111, ,1/lu vi. n i, J!IA : tit, le.l'I i! 1i1 p,11 I t<>rru/1 u Rmtl1i1,; , nJ~ /01 , ,11:i~ ( Smmd) ,-, R,,1dm,:; 
no~l , li1~:Jl (S111oul) "R(admg c,1-1 w -w ll'a11/111.; 111 ~: Jll u 11'fl11l111,:Jio111 harfq :-.x~,i • •Rrad111,: 
"I'° lwXa;-,a,.ou (,p. , . 5 /,) fc,, rrpo Ao)'"""" IS· truth • z 18 + aUT'o {= $1!.) ~$'the hmh or the 
hea\·cn' 1 6 ,mTn>.lou (i, . «arn1'1 n): 1!.. convemunl c S ',, alketh' •• .S unri;::hu:ou~nc,, c· u $ 
• commit ,in, r S,, \ ( = S): 6 · godl)' 1!. s.'lnciu, in sapientia "So JI, 6 > b-b S,, 248 .$ 
l!, · as lhe sun 1 'S ' bide lh1 I imc lL ,er\'a verbum tempori k k S • among lhe 11 ise speak continually' 
I 'R. • smners' '1 :S 11. · lnterUt n-11 S · 1mpertincnl c · O'-(t .. ~n S (r udi11g ~n~1ofa, :..:nJrnt) • gi(t ') 
P ~ .a. \' 1 evil' 

\,liilc the grain pa~:,, throug-h the s1e"e tcp. Zrils.h.tlu do1/Jdun l'dlt1.$li11u l cri.i11r, xci. ~,. The poim of the com­
p,ms<>n ,, tha,, m the case ol 1he '>"PC of on~n under consicleration, the bad qualioes remain m him, Just as the refuse 
tc..•mnin .... bchm<l an th..- ~inc ; while the good that i:, in him p,1SM!s away 

5. \\ 1th th1~ \·cr~e Lp. / ,.:J., T·wd1·, !'ah., '.\:nph. i1. 4: • As the pouerknoweth the u~e of each Ycssel, what it i~ meet for, 
~" also <10th the J.ortl know the body, how far it will pcr,m in i;O<Xlness, and 1•hcn ii be11"1nIJc1h in c, ii.' 

by examining him ~ in _his rcasonrng 1. 
6, ~ or : uis , crsc (; reads: 'The fruot of the trre declare th the husbandry thereof; so is the utterance of the thought 

,,r the h,·,rt nf a m '"': 1 e. Just a, the yield of a tree depends upon the way in "hiclo ,t has been tended, so the 
unera, ·e ,.fa ouan dcp,·nd upon the state of lus heart, i. c. 1he war m which he h.is tended himself, m a spiritu,11 sense. 

7 before to.king stock fof him). Lot.' before his discourse·, i.e. before discoursing with him. 
f~I XX\'11. 8 10. 
8. If thou follow after righteousness. C. p. Zeph. 1i. 3. 

a robe or glory. ,,.,a,11 .. ,, >•Y'JJ ~ .. ~ ... ; q>. Js.1. h. 10: Job ,,i,. q 1.ip,~ >•11.,,. cp. 1he h1i;h·priestl)' robe 
mentioned in :-.h 8; \\~l';r!. sviii. ::.;. In the 7£r/. 11,,t"h·t P·tlr., Le,i viii . 2, it is said• • ·\rise, put on the robe of the 
pm ~ood. ~n<l th~ t ro\\ n <'f n;;htcou~nc,s. and 1hc bre.~~1plate of understanding, and lhc g.urncnt uf 1ru,h. , • 

,. Every bird . • lp. x1i1. 15; 6 · Birds will resort unLo 1he1r hkc '. 
1 The lion . Cp. "i ~-

X '\ \ 11 11-15. 
11 continueU1 in wisdom. Cp., . 10. 
1 z. v.atch closely the time. tn•n•w•Jauv ""''"'": lp. i". ::01 where lhe >.ame phr:1se occur:.. The meaning of lhc 

\'Crsc 1 ,h.ct •Hll' ttH1~t gruel~<.: tht• time wasted \\ith fools, \\hen:,1s among the wise Ont: m:ly \\CII ~llend .di one':, umc. 
1 _,. annoyance. r.-,,..,.,, .v ;.Jrµ11 1s tlw ~cpl. rendering uf ;i.:::p (1 abc>mlnation ') in ~ l..;:iu~:> '.\XIII. 13, '.?4; Ezck. ,·. 1 11 ,·11. ::o. 

. . sinful wantonness. Cp l'ro,·. x. 23, •iv. 9. 
I~ The oath of . Cp. xx ii 1. 11. 

maketb the hai r . c,,. Jobi,·. LS, 
maketh one stop Lal.· 11~) ;1 :-.topping• li1•"f,,myµ.,,~J, s · tTTiJ.·ay~r ( • 1::ro.mino 'J. The ~rrifc of the godle!tS man 

of o.lt~ occa'iions J . .1.n~uagc ~uch as makes a nun .:iihu1 his cars. 
15. is shedding of blood i. c. their ,trite 1s s bad as shedding or blood in its result,. 

406 
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(d) X :\'. \ ' 11. 11> l I. T/11• t' ;·ii ,,'1/Sct/flt'JJ," •/ /,, /111; 11~.: Uc/ ,I, I "' 

g 16 lie who re\'ealeth secrets•• loscth' credit , 
And he findeth n o friend to his mind". 

q rro\'e' .a friend, and 'keep faith with him', 
• But ,f thou rcvc,1 I l11s ,ccn·ts, follow not ,1(tcr him ; 

18 l- or a~ a man that hath dcstrurcd hi, mhcrit.i.ncc' 
So has t t!1ou destroy,·,! the friendship of thr• neighbour 

19 And a~ a bird wluch thou hast loosed out nf 1hr lune!, 
5o hast thou let thy neighbour co, .rnd thou 11ilt n,,t catch him ag-.1in. 

lO Pursue him no t •for he i, gone far aw,1y", 
\nd hath t·scdped' like a i;:azcllc out of a ~narc". 

n For a wound m:ir be bound up, and for ,lander' there is rcc<mciliati<•n, 
ll ut he th;lt rcvealeth secret~" l1.1th no hope" 

(,) x;\ \"if. !1 l~. f'ltt" fl,lfr/itfll(<r ii/ /I/S/11,Uify \ = 1 + I dist ,h~J. 

u • F-lc that winketh "ith his eye· pl,11111c1h <'\'ii tl1111g,, 
70, :~8 . \nd he that knowcth him kccpcth fa r f10111 h1111 

G > J Before thy fac.: he spc;1kc1h swLctl}. 
\ml will admir,: lhy word,: 

But afterward he will ,titer his ,pecch, 
.\nd with thy words will nuh a ,tumhling:-bloc\.. 

2~ ;\(any thing-, I hate, but nothing like him 
,\ ml the Lord 11 i II hate h11n {too), "111cl Lt1r,c him 1•. 

( / 1 \: X\"11 .: ; iy, \"011, .-is ( = .l + .: dis1id1s), 

Z,i I le that casteth a stone 1' on !ugh LHl<:th 1l 011 !,is 1111n head', 
l!. d .\nd a deceitful blo11 ,tpport i .. 11, wounds t,, tho;. d<.:cc1ve1 ·1• 

11 lL 'of 'l friend· r .\~ 11. \J"j ~ d,·'.'>tr<,reth rr /,,/ !>Olil' ;:,J • \, ~ 'li 1!. • 1 • r• i l • .S • put 
thy tru~t 1n him ' ,. ~ li ew·m\' • · l!,. • 1 ic.:·rnl • " , , :!-t)l_ ~ l'j, > . 1!. , r • ha s \ 'L 
Syro-llt:< · l!:i S > ' ' S > ' 1!. ·HI" 0111:1111 ,1.: 1n.,1, , ., .... >:, < u, :::, .nd M,. 1 'I rro" 
ou.t or the "'nan. , ,,. Prov. ,1. 0; S 1u.1rrt..·I '- u: .! -4 8 • tndi t t·· roH· "::, 111 f'/1..1 c, 
1·,. i~ :=J lltl. : lit.~ i..,ho liath ., prc·ud t\'t tt ~1.1.,II I.Je l11"' ru: lo h,, ~ 6 > ::- ~ !:" •1 

will return upon him' : 1!. • 11 well !al{ ul'o,1 111 h,•,1.! ,I C. .\11,I .1 ,kce 1ful hlo" \\ II 01 en wound,· ;; lie 
will b< .td1\'ercd o,·cr to dc,truc , "'' 

id) '.X\ I I. 16-~1. 
16. He who revealt:th secret~.. . l p. xx1 1:: i Pro,· X\ 19, ,,, ,,1,, 
1,. keep faith with him. L p. xx,. 3. 

follow not a rwr llim, It ,, 1.-d~· l<l d,, ~" hec ,u«· f:i, lncndsh1p I lu 1 
18. inheritance. ~1ncnd:,, su) ~-.:,lion tollrn\'ln~ Buttc'1~,) that ·A'1ptu, : ~Id Je r ;1. 

1 m~lt ul ,f, ,'* . n h1 h IS t u 
the re~tdm~ of ::::- 1s worth .1dnpttng, lhou~h l"'i ';tkc .. hood .)cnse .h •t :.tJnds. 

19. Fri~mhl11p "hich has hem f,,rlrtMl h) the· he1r.1)ai ut seer.ts IS lo,t rr<lrtc\ tbly 
21 hath no hope. 1 t }t rc- lllctl1.1t1on, cp. x.., ,,, 22. 

/t) '>X\ 11 20 24. 
2:!, He that winkelh with his eye ~,.,.,, i'-V1 i:¢r:,.~,.;.. c•,. Sept. of rrn\ ,i. 1) f1t111u "~")..~1 x. 10 Oo~ .. :w,, 

:,q,e .• ~J,101< i'll r-,;i). \ sign of msmctril)', 
planneth. 'f"IM:TOi1·U, q). 1, rl, All. JJ: J'rO\', iii, ::9, \'i, 1-t +J:'"1 :_.,,f",,. 
And he Uiat koowelh him . l h,s rrn<i,·11ng .1,;r<CS heller .. ;,h the rnnte\l, and" pr<fcr,ble 1-:> (; And 0 

man will r~muv, him from u; 1.t. 11 1s 1mpu,~1b t· Ill d1>)11,1dc him lrom pl,111nmi: c,·,I 1l11n~•· 
kee pelh far from him. l.iL \\Iii dq,art from lum •. 

:3. he speaketh sweetly. l.11. • he .. ;:i , .. e,t~n h,s (II' th)''! mouth', cp, su 16 , . I rr1·. ~" 21 
he Will alter his Speech. J II.• 1w \\ 11! l\\l,• fu~ llnllltlt •, /h,Ht,,,,J,11 T ,rr,,1,1 H{Tm ... i . r1 ''• "''" I :•=-~~ !., .. ..,:• 

And with thy words ... l't·rl..q1:- -:;·-i ·~· --·-,:n::,. cp. x1. -;t ~ 1. l.'. lw ,,11 "on...,111rr ,1e,., 111,1,t ,L, b\ "Are,.: 

thy words .md puttin~ a ,non,:r ml"anmg up< n tlu·m, :inJ thus c \UiC thtt· to i;.1vc otkncc ro vthrrs. 
:4. but nothing like him. "'tl'c i.;1 1t1c.1I note. \'i lit. •,md J 1,;.._, ,,t.,l •th 111 .. ,1 \.n'1 11 01 ·, 1 t'! I:~ 1, ,,~1 ui:,n~ U: n ._, 

hut h1:; hatrtd lor then, \Ll"I nut w be \1Ullp,t1t·1I \\Ith 11111 l1.1trrd l,,r tht• 111'111 n, 111.111 \lhn \HC.il\.-J b1, ~ tf "• 

will ha.tc him. L p l'ro, \"l. 161 ,i11. t ;. ·1 ht.• .utJ1t111n ·.m \t1r,,• tum 1trnm ;- 1 R'C!215 t•• he t:~m,n..lnl. •• 
otherwise th~ claus•· would lie ralher too short. 

(/) XX\ II 25 -29. 
25. casteth it oo his . . i.e. he "ill wound hnn<elf. . 

n deceitful blow • . So 1!.. '!'he 1ne.ining of ,t. IS obsc~rc, but 1. C" es gr,nd sense 
,1.0; 
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G zli He that diggeth a pit ·~hall fall into it•; . 
And he lhat ,ctteth a snare shall be takell therein. 

27 He that docth C\'il thing.,, they shall rull' upon him, 
i\nd he will nr,t kno\\ whence ~they came• to him. 

2 9 h ::'\lockery and reproach (are the lot) oft h<: proud 
And \'cngcance, like a lion, lieth m wait for them 1b. 

28 

2 ,1 "They th,1t rejoice al the fall of the god!} shall be taken in a snare, 
\ud an,:ui .h ,hall consume tllLm ere the} di<:k. 

(g) '\ X\ 11. .10 XX\ 11 l. ~. C,,uc, n1ing fo,;i:-innns; 1•rngrmirr bd,mgs lo Gt1d nl,mt 
(= J + 3 + z da.tich~). 

30 \\' rath I and ;m~a. thc,c also .trc abnminations, 
"' \ml a sinful min clingcth to them"'· 

1 " I k that taketh \'cn,~cancc 0 sh:ill find vengeance from the Lord, 
•·• ,\ml hi, ,ins l· tGod) ,,1!1 su1clr kc:q,r ,in mcmory) 00 

z ·1•ror•,ivc th1· neit:hbour the inj11r1· (done lo thcc) 1'r, 
•1 A,~d thc1;, when thou praycst. 'thy ,in, will be forgiven·•. 

:1 ;\Ian ..:hcri,hc:th anger ag,tinst another· 
,\nd' doth he sc,·k lmt!in~ from Cod 0 

4 1 On a m:111 like him,elf he luth no mercy , 
,\nd doth he mah supplicatiun for hb own ,in~'' 

!i I lc being flcsh•, 'nourishl'th wrath•; 
\\ ho \\ill~ m.ikc atonement• for his sins) 

r, kcmcmbcr thy · la,t ,nd •, and cca,,e from <:nmil) > , 
, Remember\ 'corruption and death , and •abide in the commandments• 

; Rl·mcmher the cornmandmcnh. and be not \\roth with thy ni.:ighbour; 
\ 11.I IITmemberJ the cm·cri.rnt of the \lo,l 1-1 igh, and 1'ovtrlook ignorance"· . 

.-. r, shalt lill it w,th his 01w uodv , .$ ',hall fall -, S 'c\"il hath come' I, h S > 
• S \ ,~S· 6 · Jiin1' - k $·:,narcs and nets ~re for those \\ho m•kc (/,/. know) them; these shall di,.; 
I" .h,m till 1lu da~· or 1hd1 •katli , i!. > I S · cn>J' iu-m .$ • And a <lcu,itful man <le,11oreth h1, 01\ 11 
wa) ' • 11!. m , th hilt: I>, remi,,io111, 1•• ccatorum "" $ ',\ml' w-<> .$ · .\nd ~ll his""" arc 
rr-ser\C( for Lim. p··11 Jltad1i1~ \\ilh 24S 3,an,JH.iW &nrr,pq,rn '= ll.) G OtaO"Tqptwv &auntp,.,,, Pl,...M1 !!: . Pu 
awa ·· h.tt 1' 111 lb) I, .irt ,uid 1l1s·rcupon pn)"' q-,1 S \nd all th)- sin, \\ill b,- forg11·cn th, c' r .$ ' \ml 
wl,\-' ·S~S1L 6 ·he Lord' t-1;6 > u$•aman' ',r, \111lnotfor;;ivL' 
w-~ S r .. rg11e ,-, S d,•.11h' > ;o z.18 +'and l,c not \lr.tthful \\1th thy ndghbour' ,-, S 11,tdc, 
:ind 1 1up11ur, t S • 1· ·1• thy~lr hom ~u1ning t 11 ~ • gi\·c him what he nc(1lt·th' l" lL + • CJI 
1t-,y n ..:,nhot· 

~, He that d1g~eth. . Cp. h,"·· xn,. 27 ,, ; Eccles. x. 8; Ps. "'· 1 ;. 
he that setteth Lp, I',. ,. 1 ;. 16. 

:·. they shall roll upon him Sc,: l'rov. "'"i. 2;, and cp. Sirach ,x.• .... ,i. 3. 
; .. ere thev dle. C p. J n·, .-,. 19, zo. 
I_ I X'\\'11. 0 0- :',.X\111 7 . 
.,o these also ,., . in a, ttliuon to th<: abominations nbove referred 10. 
;\ '\ \ 111 1. He that taketh vengeance. Cp. Dcut. ~~"i. JS: Rom. ~ii. 19. 

w1U surely keep. ~ awUT11p,~,1· 31f11TT1Jpiun, lit.' will !,UJel)' make hrn, ·. l·or the reading i•wr.,,,,w,, ~W"lJJ~aH of 248 
'he will ,urciy 1 ,11k: · p. :,cpt. of l's. • "ix. (cxxx.l 3 (r.01mnip~a9/; Job"'' 16, 17. ' 

~- Forgive thy neighbour \\"1th 1111, and the nc><t twv ,eases< p. the follo\\ing p,1ssagc Cro,n the Tnl. T;, .--/:, /',1/r., 
Cold, l tl\ ye om ant)thu from the heau; and 11 ~ man ,m .abatnst thee, 5peak peaceably to him, ,tnd 1n thy 
so, I i. 11<>t 1,1.tlc; and 1f he repent a nti confess, rori;hc h1111. But if l,c deny it, do not gel mto a passion \\ith Jun,, 
le$! c:.tchmg the pui~on from thee, he t;1ke to swearing. ,1nd so thou sin doubl)', ... But if he be shameless, and persi,t 
1n h., "'"ni;domg, c, en ~o foq;11 c Jum from the heart, and le,wc to l,od the ;wcng,ng,' In R/Jsl, Ha-sha11ah 17" occur 
1he words: ' God fmgl\cS 111111 who 1orgi,es hts neighbour' (cp. :lf,m.vi. 14, IS, niu. 3S), ln new of these pa•o.1i;cs, 
it IS nut necessary to rcg.irrt the \"Crse under considcr,,tion as ,l (hnsll.m mlcrpol,llion 1Edcr>ht1m). 

3. \\'11h this nr c c p. 1hc \lidr.\Sh S1/n 93 b: • lie only \\ho 1s merctful ,11th mankind may expect mercy from 
I lc.,H:n' /quoted b) SclteLhtcr, Stud,r, 111 /11dt1iJ111. Second Series, p. 94 . 

healing. i.e. foq,---i,eness, cp. nc:"l:t ver!,c; tor this scni:.e ofi"irvn cp. !:>t.:pt. of Is. ~ix. z2, &c. 
4. l p. ,II, •i/111!, :8 ,, : 'So long as \\C are merc,fu), <..od i, merciful to us; but if \le arc not merciful to others, God 

is nut 1 ,tul to us.' 
s being flesh. Cp. "'i. 31 ; the 'flesh' ,s regarded in i1>elf as evil; cp. Rom. ni :5; 1 Cor. w. so; Gal.,, 19. 
6. Remember. . l p., 11. 36t xxx, 111. 20. 

7 be not wroth with Cp. "· 6, and S/i,ibb,,lh :o a, where it is said that the most important law is: 'Thou 
,halt lo>< hy nc1: h~our ,1 lh)s<:lf'; cp .. \lan.x,x.19. 

OVt!rlOok ignorance. r.111,1ft1 ,iya,ro, 11· .-. nm,n:.:·' s :;.• xu. 1 t (Sm~nc.11. Ignore !,)O!, commilled agarn~t )'OU uncon· 
sc,ously. 



SIRI\Cll 2~. 8-17 

(/1) XX\'( I I. ll-1 i. ll",111111~~- ,1.~·111115/ ,;1111,r,/11111,•, = ! 4 i • : di,tid.sJ. 
e; 8 Keep for from strife, and dsin~ will keep far from theed 

• For a passionate man lundleth strife•; 
9 And a sinful man 'stirreth up ,trifc ,imong friend,', 

.t\nd casteth enmity" in the midst of the pcacdul. 
io According to ih fuel, ~o will the fire burn, 

hAnd according to the vchemrncc of the. ,trifl·, ,,, doth it incrcasebl; 
And according to the HmighL 11 c,f a m;m, sob his wrath ; 

And according to (hi,) w, alth, ,o doth he inc:reasck his ani;er. 
tk Strife begun in haste kind I< th hrcH, 

11 J\nd a ha,ty quarrel 1 lc.,dcth to blombhcd •. 
If thou b(o,1 a spa1 k 11 burncth, ••and if thou spit upon it it is quenched'"; 

12 And both •come v ut of thy mouth''. 

(i) XX\ Ill. 13-2/i. Tiu 11mdu,J tltat 1s w,0111://1 by a ;,'l{J:,·d 1011g11.e 
(= 1 -1-z+z+z-r2+z+.i+i+ 1 d1stichsJ. 

1 3 °Cursc the whbperer and thublc-tongucd ", 
P F or it hath dcstroyl·d many that were ,11 peace•. 

14 The third ton~ue hath taken manr captive·•, 
And hath dbpcrsed Lh<·111 •.11110111! many n.,tions•, 

F.v&.n strong cities hath it destruyn(• 
And laid ,1aste' the dwellings or the 1,?rc:it. 

15 The third tongue hath ca,t out •bra\'L \\limcn•, 
And deprived them of their lauours '. 

16 " IIe th;iL hearkencth thereto ,hall not find 1c,1, 
:'\either shall be <lwc-11 in qui<·tnc,s"'. 

1 7 The ,troke of a whip makcth .1 mar\... 
But the stroke of the tongue urc.iketh bones. 

•hl S $ e:i l!. · thou sh:ilt 1hn11111,l, ,in, • c !: > I 'Cf. $; • ,i:; 1,1. 'trr •·t.1,•11, f11, 1, ., $: 1!. 
(i t.1.lumuy ti hll.,,,;;,, 111 Btli l,w h11J,)(! ti //Im",, m1111; 111'11 111/ / 1/l(·rr, 1.\ ;o 'I'°' 
m.:~,,n,,aua& ( = S )f1r u .. m 8r,aHn& II !:, lu ,,our •ii lu.- 11.,nd~ I k I u I x.i Id.; a.k ~ . ( ,u • rnl 
p11chk111dle.11irc 11/,t,•,lu•' lh ,11,od' """:1~> ;:, .ucfrom 1 ,. ;:,•'.\In 
th(" thir,lton;.;u,:b..c.:ur,l'd I· I~ I·,,thluth11'-l wn·nun, h,.1' ,. :: 611. h ... 1tl,~h.,k4..11nun,' 
r-r I,n. flom nation to 11.111011' • / 1/.'J ulle,lc10\,11' 'J.11. •o,er.urnc I u ;: rnJn) • , :: •wt..t h • • ~ ..> 

(/,I X\:\ Ill. 8 1:. 
L Keep far. Cp. 1 .. I 3. I I ts qullc po, ,,blc 1h.1t, .,s !;11cnd su,gcs1s, llu· claL cs of, . ~. ~ h~,c got d·• t 1.icec and 

that thr1r order should bt~ c.' ,,. ,,,, 8/1 9 I: \\·ith ,•. 8 q,. YI • 1, ro\·, ,x\'1,:: 1 1 XXJ)i. _,:, 

10. According to ,ts fuel. .. I ,1 •. • ,\, is 1h, Cud u f , tic.,,, "'II u bum', cp. Pro,·.~" :o J., ni. 5. The 
more mA,unmablc the ,naltt · ,, h h I put nn tlic I tt.: the mon.: fittt-cly It l urns, anu 1n the sa,nc Wo1)', •ht mure 
contentious the c.iu~c or tht.: :,tnft: tht more hitter\\ ill it be. 

vehemcocc. c,r,pt"wau • -,:'S'V. p. XL') 1"'imend1; c.:p .• 1ho Is.:\, '.ti • .::9, xi\ 9. The v1. yin~ dc:gncs of the 
,-c:hcmencc of a qu;,rrcl arc cond1t1onc; b)' the cau~t.:!ii '"·t11ch ~ vc r15,. •o 11. 

might. ~ot ma1er1 .11 -,trt:1.,,, h ht.: , but socul rank. 
according to 1his/ wealth . • The richer., nun and lhc m,,rc c,,1!1c:d his pos,11nn 1he 11101e "' hen ent any 

one cros~ing hun. 
11. Strife begun in haste. Thl'S(: \\Ords, in new of tht: next cl.n1sc,-t\"ldcntl>· <lo not rc,>rt'!:i<"nt the original: $- t~e 

crit1cal note) ver)' hkcly 1.•1'.ho•· lhc Hebrew, d 1t does not gin the t'(.t.el rr,1nslat1un. lh,th m Ct .md ~,,lS thty '"ar,.. 
the par.-,llcli~m beh,een c1u.: l"u cl.tuscs l!J incomplt-tc. . 

t '2:. J r Utou blow . <iuottd in the \luJra~h ll'•Y.J.'lt/r,r /..'11,,,a, ch. ~1xii, thus• •Tht:rc ~ .. c; a .:to,,1ng c;al 1:-,:-r..:) 
before him; he bkw upon i1, ;111cl ii hi.ind up; he >JJ.ll upon it, .11,d II '"" < .im1;c hcd' Though lkn-~ira is not 
mentioned as the author of thu,c \\·otds m tht.· \ltdu ..J1, tLe) .uc t:\ldtntly a c1ue:t.\tlon from tus book Ir may l,c 
g;ithered th;it on the I lel.,rew 'i:lowmg co.II' \\ ,I> rc.,d 111Slead of' sp.,rk '. 

And bnth .. The wortb ,,re illus1rat«l L) l'ro, x,, 1: '.\ soft ,,ns.,er tuf"elh a\\l)' \\r,1tl but a gr1Mous \\Ord 
stin t.th up anger. Th<.· "ords which ,,111 kindlt" slnfr, .as \\Cll us those "lw.:h "Ill ,,,oui 11, conu: from lh~ ..1mc 
mouth+ "hethcr il is to be war or pc,1LC tlcpt.nds upon yuLnclt. 

liJ XX\lll.13 z6. 
13. the whisperer and .•. Cp. ,·. 9, 14; an I wotlo 1he "holi, scctoon cp. Jns. 11• 1-i.. 
14. The third tongue. \ liter.ii u•n.l.111011 o( 1he Hc>,rrn, "'"ch 1> 1cprese:111, d in lhbbonical Ji1eraturc by 

'~t,~,n jl:.!'~~, .l tcth11H.,ll {~>,:pre- ~on (ur lite l1111~1.a· v t the .. l.111111..rcr t.. ~. t' ~- ]1 I 'IJ I'.' : ' l"lu.: lhlrJ h nt:u. L:\I,. 
three,' ,,.. the slanderer, 1he stan,lercd, ;ind he who bc:ieve, the sl.,nder: on th<e lilst of these i.cc, ,,. 16. 

1 5. ha.th cast out brave women. tf,i::I.,.\, • ... ; t p. \ 11. :.C.. ,,la;f\.' ,,..i,,~:\ur ts u'°I ,,t it"Urcm~ ii \\lie.·. ~ ,,r tl c 
expression 'bra,e women', i. c. nobk women, cp. xsvi. :2. 

16. Ht: that bearkeneth then:to. This II kr~ tt, 1lu 1h1ht ptrson ,, hum lhc thud h.mi;ue · L.11ls ·: :tee tl,t: t. 1,1..1:a, n 
io note on,,. 14. The husb:ind is primaril)' thoui:ht of. 

17 .... brea.kelh bones. Cp. l'ro,.xX\·.15. .... l. C 



SI RAC! I 2R 18-29. 3 

e:; 18 w~ \Tany have fallen by the edge of the sword, 
But not (so many) as they that have fallen through the tongue""· 

19 Happy the man that is sheltered• therefrom, 
And that .. hath not passed throughn the wrath thereof; 

That hath not drawn the yoke thereof, 
And that hath not been bound with its bands. 

20 For its yoke i, a yoke of iron, 
And its bands arc bands of bra~s. 

21 The death thereof is an c\'il death, 
.S 1, \nd the rc,t of Hades is better than he.rs 7. 

e:i 22 (Dul) it hath n,, power over the godly, 
fhe) will not be burned in her flame: 

23 •They that• forsake the Lord shall fall into it•, 
Ancl she 11 ill burn among them, and not be quenched; 

As a lion sh,111 she be sent upon them, 
And a, a leopard shall she destroy them". 

S i~ (a)< For as thou endoscst thy vineyard with thorns<, 
70 24S z:; (b) So make 0doo,·s and boJtsd for thy mouth . 

.S 2 ~(b) ·Thou makcst a bolt 1 for• thy silver and gold, 
r. 2;;(,1) ;\lake :1 b:dancc and weight fo, thy words. 

26 Take h(ed that thou slip not thereby•, 
Lest thou fall before "him that ensnareth h. 

(j) XX IX. 1-13. Ou lmdi,11r and borrowing ( = 3 + 3 + 3 +I+ J + 3 distichsJ. 

29 1 • Ile that lendcth to (his) neighbour '·showeth kindness", 
:\nd "he that taketh him by the hand• keepeth the commandments. 

z Lend to thy neighbour in time of his need, 
And pay thou thy neighbour again at the appointed time. 

3 Confirm thy word, and keep faith \lith him ; 
And (so) shalt thou always have what thou needcst. 

,.,. .. •~$•:II any arc the_1 that are killct! with the sword, I.Jut the) arc not (as man)') as they that are killed by 1he 
1oni:11c • $ • preserved ' " "'$ • hath not mingled "ith • i-~ 6 • And more profitable is Ilades 
than her' ' > S ' \11 11ho forsake the fear of God the fire shall burn' , S • .\II who' b S 'te~r them 
in pierc,' c '6 'Sec that thou hedge 1hr possession about "i1h thorns' '' •I 1!:i • a door and a bar' 
1 ·• 11'.i ' bmd up' 1 I.,1. ' ,ea! ' • $ > J!, ' in thy tongue' b-h $ ' thine ,wem)· 

·• .1oi ,,, .. ,,,, fht Ii/Ir 'Concerning loan,• ( = J!,) 1,-b S 'obt>.incth good interest · <-< So .5 : (i 'he I hat 

11 ••• that is sheltered therefrom. Cp. the Sept. o( l's. xxxi. 20: • Thou shalt ,helter them III a pa, ii ion from 
the contr,ldiction of tong-ues: 

hath not drawn the yoke. Cp. Deut. xxi, 3, 
bands. or 1he )Okc, ,. e. the tongue here. 

w. a yoke of iron. C. p. Jer. ,w,ii. 14. 
z1 The death thereof ... i.e. the death caused by the third tongue (sec note on 1•. 11,. 
a:. They will not be burned. Cp. Jas. i,i. 5-!!. 
z3. into it. ,. c. the flame of the wicked tonguc. 

destroy. ).l,µal1.oµtu; lit. 1 to mutilate'. 
Z4 25. The clauses of these ,erses have got out of order, as their contents show; the proper order should be as 

);l\'tn n the t<Xl. 70 248 l!. re.,d 2 S b I w,c.- o, er, once afler 2 5 11 and agam after 24 ,, ; ;!;, places , S b after 24 ,, . 
:5 b make doors. Cr,. nii. 27; Ps. cxli. 3. 
24b. Thou makest a bolt. for 1he rendering of Q:i (sec critical note) cp. Deut. xiv. 15; 2 Kini:s ,·. 23. 
25 ,. Make a balance. Cp. xvi. 2;, xxi. 25. 
:?6. that thou shp not. For C)>.,a8if11w cp. iii. 2-4, xi,. 1, x~i. 7

1 
nv. 8. 

1/1 :\:\1:\. 1-13. 
1. i,howelh kindness. Cp. xh i. 7 (10n ;i°:;'JI); also Exod. xxii. 25; Le,. x.w. 36 ; 2 Sam. i,:. 3. 

that taketh him by the hand. o br«,r• .. • Tjj -l"Pl a&roi ; cp. Le,·. """· 35 (11'.J p•rno1. 
keepeth the commandments. Cp. XXX\"ii. 1 :z ill~-0 ,~1::i, and the Rabbmical phrase ni~I? ,1\f'¥. 

2. Lend... Cp. l'rov. xh. 16, 17. In accordance with both ll1bhcal ;1nd Rabbinical teaching 1here is no mention 
~ere o( interest; in Lev. <x,. J6 it 1s said: T.,kc 11,ou no usury of him, or increase'; cp. 8116,, Bu/Im, 90a: 'A usurer 
1, "'"'l'·"ahle lo., murderer. for tlw en mes of both are equally irrcmcdmblc' (quoted 1.,y .\brahams,/mish lift in tlu 
,11,ddl, A.,•u, p. 2371 . 

. pay thou thy neighbour... Cp. h. 31 ; Ps. xxxvii. 21. See also Pin;, Abo/I, ii. 13 · • Go and see which is the 
ev,I ""Y a man should hun. . . . Rabbi Simeon :.aid, •• He that borro weth, and payetlt not again."' 

J, keep faith. Cp . .ltt 11. 17. 
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SIR:\CH 2!1. 4-c3 

-1 Many have recko ned a loan as a windfal)J, 
And ha\·e brought trouble• on them th:H helpctl them. 

5 Until he receive it , he kis~cth thy h;rnd, 
And spcaketh hu~1bly about his neighbour', money , 

But when payment 1s due, he prolongdh the time, 
r And after much time he repayeth'. 

6 Ifhc is able [to repay], he (i c. the lender] will h:irdly" recchc the half, 
And counteth it a~ a w1mlfall, 

ff no t [able to rcpa} ], he hath deprived him [i e the lender] or his money 
And he hath made him .in enemy unm.:ce,sarily•. ' 

lie repayerh him with cursings and raihnt-:s, 
And inste;id or honour ~•he rcpaycth him"" with insult". 

7 :\Tany, therefore', have turm:d aw,ty [from lending] bcc.1u,c of wickcdnl!S~ 
( For) they feared k to be defrauded for naui:ht • ' 

8 k~ Hut with the man of low esta te bL longsu ffc, 111g, 
1And let him 1101'" wait for alms'. 

9 mm H elp the poor man for the commandment's sake, 
• And grieve not for 1hc lo~,·. 

1 oLose money for the sake o f a brother or a friend 
And •Jct it not rust• under a stone ''or a watlP 

, , s Lay up for thy.self a trea~urc of righteousness and loveq, 
And it shall profit thee more than 'all that th,m !u,t '. 

• 2 "'Store up alm,;.:iving •,n thy treasuries", 
J\nd it ~hall deliver thee from all n·il; 

13 De!_ter than. a mighty hicld and a heavy spear 
',hall (tl11~) fight for thee again,t "an cnem} "· 

,trcngtht"neth him "it~ his ha111!' •I /,I. 'find' •S,11 6 '~ri•''(= "l.")•o-llex) r-f6•He 
rcturndh '"'r,b of hca, mess. and ,· ,m1,l.,mc1h ol 1h, ( ,hortnc'>l of t l,e tune' .S > • 'o ,\ ~ • • ( = S ~) 
N" ll ' not "1tho<1t cause' ~· <:, > I, J 1/ di,hc,nour' I B > It \ 2 53 30; .S "I. $) ro-1 lrx ha,, 
a 11~·t;,1/l1.·t (ru .. fr,, ,n,,) k ).. S • au c.~mpty ,1uarrd' l.k ,lOj 11/Itrls , (1,1, r,,,. '~''1J'l'O'"'...,, I I $ > 
m B (///1//s /ht nr;;,,.,, "1111 lL 111 r , th, hilt. l>e ,h10 ,n prox,mo • l!i • \i;,I acconhn,; to In< u«d sen,! 
him not a\\,\) ,·m1>11 \ \' z48 > , lll(•l) ) '"" .S '!•UI 11 not'; z 18 lL ' ludc i1 l'OI' · \" • I, , not l.,c s;i,·ed' 
(uw8'lr"' far ,w611Tw) p · P .\, :$ 'u' 'l,.>r 1~rn,ld11c;' '1-.1 Qj • I .\\' up th\· trehurc ar 1 ,; • the comm.1nd· 
mcnts of 1h.: .\lo,t I li!:l'h r ~ ' 0 uld rr Jl. 111,ah //,r 111/, lJ,· misericonl,a i:, • I' nJ up Jlms .>ml 
pul lhcm 111 th\" storc-d,amhcr '1!. • 111 the l.l'art of the poor u u .S • 111.11) ' 

.i .•.• as 11 w111C:fall. i. e tlwy did not rCJl:I)" th~ lo.111, 
5. he k,sseth thy hand. i c. m tnsmc, r<· sen 1h1y. 

speaketh humbly. I.it. ' hu111ble1h his rn«c '. , ,-. he 'fl""ks ·"one•~"' ,truck and humb.•d b1 n, ntighboar's 
wealth, thus implying th;,t it \\Oulc.l be but ~l tnthni; nuucr f,ir one of su ·h '"·c1lth tn m,,k<" a lc,.,n. 

prolongeth the lime, 1 c. deli\) s rtp,,ymcnt. 
And after much time . . Sn_· 1, u11 .ti 11n1c. rl1c nmlt·1i11"' ,1( $ .. :u ht• p1t"f1 " ! 1 , •J ,t, f {ii h•, 1-1 c, • 1t 

retumcth wordi of heavinc:·s • forc:-;.tall. what b said 1n C, r /: 1t t> probable th:ll the ,,c,rrl> .ui Y- ,, iri,,,,._ ... 11iT1urrna1 1rc 

merely a bad 1ran,la11on uf :-rn nv~ {Smtnd ,, '.,fler much lllllt .' The l\\O last cl. u rs or S (~• m th<, tr,1 •boHI 
arc claborattd in 6: with lh<: word ... • Hut , ... hen p,l)'mrnt h c:h.1c, ht" prolon)!t"th the tunt·, r.:ust be re.ad t 6" "f, and 
\\Ith till' ,,11rd~. \ ncJ att,:r 11H1th tllllt' l.c 1q,.1~uh,' 1u"'t bt.· rr,tl h /· Th, 1tn1lc.1m,.. f ~ m the. ·l~ un r 
cons1<lcrilt1on mu~t Ut· u1u.icr:,,\(HKI 11umc.1l ly: chc horr,n,cr 11.·11,,y> 11uleL•1!, J,ut "It '1.,.Jlaom,.., inti r11 ,11),: .. •• that l,tc:r.tl 
repayment 1s not meant is clear from 6 1-r. 

7 .... becau~e of wic k~dnc~s. i c. 111,lH)" 1,.,, 1· 1cfc-.c,l 11, lc1ul 111,mt:-\ 11t"t:,1th•' n.;~cric1he h.t:t 1.u..:..;ht them th.,~ 
the)· may not he able to g:ct their mone)' l,,trk Q\,·in!-: tn the unscrupulo11$nt>ss of the borrowrr. 

to be defrauded for naught. rhc rcndtrm~ vf ;- ,·r (rit1{.1i note) IS perhaps to he prc:femd. . 
8. But. . . :'\c, crthdc~=-; the.· IU,Lll 1, Jti,lJIU'•l \\ hu \ 111 11111 }Mil \\l;h hi=- ll ii C) r ,r th, .~aMH\ Ji; t menti ,nc-d. 

nc,·cnhclcss there a.re mber re-a-mm· whi\ h ~tiould indu( t: h1m to p.trt "i1h it 
9. for the commandmt!nt'& t.akt!. :--u· Pun S\ '.' ·• 11 ,,x 1 ; 111 /. , r..,11.,' 1J•' it i .. s,,.n.1t11h.tt '.t~ •• i.,:it1 

is c,1u;1I in value tn all other commandmcn1s · (quoted in /l. i 43, 6). 
And grieve not . . Th•· 1t.·nJerm;: "t ::, .,l "rti i,cllcl \\ 1th th\ 111tc.,'. .rnd is prckr.,ldc to G. 

10. Lose money ... Lp. J..<<\li. 6. 
let it not rust. Cp. \hu. vi. 19; Jas. ,. 3· 
under u stone . . for 1reasure, hiddrn .rn, y cp. Is 1. xi, 3. 

J 1. Lay up for thyself. . . 'l'hc rcntform: ut ::, ~tr1kt$ one .1, 111on.· ur1z:·n.t;l th.1n C!"i \\ hi h ri::blS :.s thou;h :r wc1c 

explanatory. 
1 :. Store up . . . The renderings or l!'i S ha, e the ,11nc meaning. 

it s ha.11 deliver thee . Cp. vii. 3:, xn. 2; 1 ob11 n. q, n. 9-1 t. 
1 J· Sha.II thi~) fight for thee . . (. p. 111. 30. 

.pt 



S IRACII 29. r4-27 

(I-) XX IX. q -20. Co11ern1i11g s11rt/J1s/1ip (= 3 + 2 + 2 d istichs). 

6 1 ~ A good man bccomcth surety for his neighbour, 
But he that hath lo~t the sense of shame •runneth anay from his surety• . 

1 ,; •Forget not the good offices of thy surety, 
For he hath given his life for thee'". 

16 • A sinner di,regardcthY the goodness o f his s urety, 
17 • ,\nd the ungrateful• man faileth him that deli".ered him•. 
18 Surctyship hath undone many " that were prosperrngb, 

bb ,\nd tos,c•d them about .1s a wave of the sea bb; 

:\I en of" ealth hath it driven from their homes, 
And they had to wander among s trange nations. 

19 The sinner falkth in (his) suretyship•, 
And <ihe that followeth after sinsd falleth into judgements. 

20 Help" thy neighbour according to t hy power, 
And take heed to thyself, that thou fall not. 

(/1 X:X 1 X. 21-28. Tiu adm11tagrs of r,111tmlmo1I a11d indcpmdma ( = I+ 3 + 3 + 1 d istichs). 

21 'The chief thin!; for life• is water and bread, 
Ami :i garment, and a hou~c to co,cr nakcdncssh, 

n Rdtcr the lifo of the poor under a shelter of logs, 
1han sumptuous fare 'in the hou~e of strangers 1. 

2.1 \\ 'i th little or with m11ch, be contented; 
~c A:~6li l~o will thou not (have to) hear the reproach of thy wandering 1km. 

6 2~ An nil life (it isj lo go from house lo house, 
And where thou art" a stranger thou" (must) not open (thy)• mouth. 

:, ~~ "A ~trang-c;r thou art [in that case), and drinkcst conlempt 0
; 

e; ,\n<l bc~idcs this thou wilt (have to) hear bitter things. 
2<i' Come hither, sojvurner, furni~h (my) table. 

And if thou hast aught, feed me (therewith) ': 
z; \01'1. 'Get thee gone. sujuurncrr, from the face ·•of honour•, 

1\1 r brother is come as my guest, • (I have) need of my house•!' 

,-, S.,:, · Q;; • will fail him' "-" .$ > > 1!. til!!trls htrr 'The sinner and the dishonourable man (immundu,) 
llc:cth t, om hi, sure· 1 248 ,dds /Ins (n1111lti11g' and the dishonouralilc man') lll lhr m,/ '?f lh, 1•,rs, l I.ii.' 11 ill 
ovcnlirow' • •.$ lie who lors.,keth his Creator rorsakcth him that dclil'ercth him' '148 · unprofitable 
iu 1J11nd' t,-l, .$ > 11 ·l•I .$ • \nd the\ went unto a strange people· o 70 2,1q .$1!. + 'transgressing 
1h,, tomm,rn,lmcnts ol the Loni' J· ,I .\o .$ 6. · he that undcnakelh cumracts for work' e .$ • Go su,tty 
re,-• 'lL in ,ts th, /Jilt: lk frui,:alit.1te honcsta ct hospitahtate • /\• mnsf w1m·ts :, J!,. Syro-1-lex +•of 
m m h I.11 'shame' i-i I ,I.' among strangers .$ • in exik ': i!, in pc·rt·grc sine domicilio ~-k 6 >: 
~ Anti what loc do,·tl, in 111, house none sceth' 1.5,, 1l, pcrcgrinaLioni,. rtad rrap0<«ar/01 oma, m 253 
S)'ro-H,,x +•For there is one who lmml;lcth and cxaltcth' n ll .S 1!, 3,d pcrs. o ·o e!i • thou shalt entertain, 
and giv,· 10 drink, "ithoul thanks' •· .$ Jl. > •1-q 'll, amicorum mcorum r-r S > 

(ll "\"\IX. 14-w. 
14. beconieth surely. Cp. viii. 13. Cr.ntrast with this Pro,·. 1·i. 1 ff., xvii. 18, &c. 
1 5. lhc good offices. Or 'kindnesses' (,\ap«nt). 

For he hath given. lp. Prov. xx. 16, xs1i. z;. 
16. A sinner disregardeth... Lit.'.<\ sinner overturneth the good things o( (hisl suretr', i.e. disregards his. 

1Jl.ili1;.1tions in sµite of Lhc kmdnc,s shown (cp. 1•. 15): 1t is also possible to take the words to mean that the sinner, by 
cl isrt·gJrding hi, obligations, in,oh ts his surety m ruin; but this is rather the meaning of 1•. 17. 

18. !\ten, ruined b) unscrupulous persons, have had 10 leave their homes and seek ., living in foreign lands. 
19. 1 he pn·ccdini; verse has descnbed how good men have been rum eel because they h:wc become suret) out of 

kintlnc .. : 1111> \<·1,c rdcr, 10 cdl men who h,ne been rumed because thel became ,urety forel'i l purposes, e.g. forthe 
sake of "~ur1ous pr.tcticcs. 

:0, Help 01hcrs '" far ~s you can, but be careful not to ruin yourself; cp. viii. J 3. 
11 x:,,;1x 21 zf,. 
21. The chief t hing for life. Cp. uxix. 26. . , 
23. . . tbe reproach of. . ,. c. the reproaches "hich the wanderer has to listen 10 when dependent on others. 

Although both Ci and ~ omit this clause, it 1s most probably genuine; cp. next two verses. 
25. A s tranger. . . The rendcnng of.$ is, on the face or it, more genuine 1lmn that or 6. 

drinkesl contempt. Cp. Pro\'. xxvi. 6. 
z7, from the face of honour. .\ hteral tran~lation of ,~· ')!:.O (Deut. :xniii. :o); cp, ~ l'f lt''K cip jQ (Rysscl' , 
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SIRACII 2!1 2S-:m. 8 

::8 Tl!~~ thin_g~ are grievo~s to~ m:i~ of understanding: 
(.; pbra1d111g C011Cl!rnlll~ SUJOllrlllllf! , ,llld the rqno.tCh or J 10 11lC}' }cndcr"I 

(a) XX'\ I q. Tl1t lrni11iHg- ,if d1ildrw• (= J + 3 + J + 3 + 3 + 1 dL~ticlu). 
1 He that lovcth his son ''w1!1 cuntinuc 1• 1.10 l.t)) ,lrokc, upon him•, 

That he may rejoice over him :it the bst. 
2 He that clisciplinc th his son 1~hal! ha\c •ati,faction·1 of him, 

And among "his acqu:1inlancc" glorr in him. 
3 lie that teachclh his son makdh his enemy Jc:ilous, 

And in the presence of friend cxultcth in him. 
4 W hen hi, fatht·r dicth r he diclh not alto"cl her r 

F or he hath lcrt one behind him ke himselr. 
5 In his life he saw·· anJ wjoiccd h 

. And in death he hath i1ot bee~ grieved. 
6 •. \gains! enemies he hath kit behind Jan awni:crl, 

And to friends one lhat retJuilclh favour•. 
7 k lie that pampcrcth his sonk 1~11.111 b111d up hi, wounds1 

. \ nd hi~ heart ~• lremblcth m al cHt}' cry. ' 

8 J\n unbroken horse 0 bccomt:Lh stubborn• 
.\nd a son left at large• rbe,omcth hdad;,trongP. 

rr- r, ~ 1 l pb1.,idi11i.;: and u:--un-•. u1.J tlw 1.1.m ul J. mhu,, ll'n1h.•1 • • R I,,:,.,, -.,,.,,11:,,h J r ,c.utt ( Vlu•,J) 
t,S + Gi\'c "")' fr.e.Jy lo the· poor, and f«·1l him from ilia1 which tbou 11.1 t .,t t,rn,l; if he Le r.iked clothe 
h1t11; thus \lilt thou be lu,Jm;; unto !,od. and l i e \\ill re1,w th,e ~e· nlol I 

'
1 B &c. pr. J,/, ff'tp, T1ciiw, l .107 >.oy1,. ~r,,m-. f'UI Ut'1'm• ,,,. T'"U ~ ... } ,, ~. ) J le,. z .. 3 &:(... ,,,,,,,. 'L le tl ciphna 

filiorum b-1 (°i' ofti3t'A,,'J"'' S • \\ill r1,;ncw " ~ua~&)(IC ore. ~ lj c.trokes' «!.J6 01,pnw t,( -CA 

uu,,tJ,,unm = 1!, : t]oO,,,,um JOI•, ncp~Jaa,tJ'}t1,nu l tM S) lJ > (i:l i:"'~., -11 (i )'Hlfp1,u-.,, • .S • tus nc1ghboun • 

r-1 6 (1nA11r~o11• 111 rno o rrar~1,) ""' "'' "" o:n8a•,. ::, 111•1 1, , II· c,,1 l- 1s r.ot qmte) ,Ind' 1r1i: 11~1 -i::::-1 
Ni,,.,Jn = · wdlm:.:h ~In >,t ', ,,s in , l.a.1 111. I 8 t.,I. · pcnc ', ( ;f( /;: "' o, •) , ;S t- I m ' h • 1 ~ .,. 
ffT avrw = lL ·i .S lr,111Sf' r, r/,111, s (.,) 111,I (b) ( }" h lf'S 11ghtl1) J J G ,.,,. • · i!. d, •~n l'rc'll ,'or.-u• 
k-k e;i (N• II.\ S.1h Lili lL) - 111 fqw• ""'' , 1.! •, 1th ! 18 r.,1,af, ,.,. >10• \ It • \ ~ ,1{ rnJ uar) .S 
(il,J PJ~,:,, /. ;,;:.::9 Pro\' xxi., . .!J ' one p:tmJ~r-ng') I I G- •arut,o,,uon ,,.,.,nµa-ra ,w, 1.1 ~ t " ~ ds 
,hall I>< increased 1G = ;'l!l1' · ;:, ,::,• 1/,111) '° u, G ro,a\1''1",r"' .S shall tx e11111,' • G o1n-

/ir11&1(c u,c>..,,por ( = ~ 1:...;:,,) ' '1 (i n ,, 1u1u, ( = ) r,~::·i: ) I f1 ttt-*11r,, ir1,na\,i\ I ~ / r HI, It " , t ' hkt> J. } oung 

mcanmr• that the :i!OJourncr h:i.s now no more to t:xpect .1ny honour being shown to him, bee • ::f! J. ut'Sf h.1.s 1.m\Cd; 
the \'t·nndcrcr mu~l only C\pt:ct t l·nl on \\htn there .... no 1..:one dsc tlh.:rc ti, ... la.JI 111. 

brother. c .. ('d HI the \\l<lt ·LO•C 

z8. The addition to thi, •ersc m ::, , (rll1-:.1l nLtc) :im~nd re" 1rds as" tr,unl.iuon fror. ,1n or 6 - I Hc'ncw 1c,i;f, 
lhoui;h of a "' mdary ch.ir,ll l<r ,e I ntro,I. § S (, I • 

X:-..\. t -X.\.\11 . 13 ( fi .. \..\..\\. 11) \\ .ih ,h. xu a new ,h,.ision oi 1hc book b<,cm, 1he ch:ini;c b<,1ri: 
marked ""t !lnly Gy the tl11Ji:n n<c ol !ht.·mt. but ,1bo b)' a J1ffc1cncc- m tl1e mctrod or lrl·, mr'l'. \ 1 
subjtcb nuw coin~ in for brief .mcl pr.u:.t1c ,I trc.,tmcut. Thr dn1 H'n cont.nns t:1bht uh ~•on the !,,UbJ~tts of 
which ran~c o,cr the upb1ln~ini,:; of cl11ldren, health, ,tnd crnduct at 11cl.ls .1nd b.~n ,ucts. 

(,,) C\.\ :\. 1-13 
1. He that lovet h lus son .• ,;lrokes. Cp. l'rc,, ,11 .. ;4 (' lie tk,t sparcth hts rod ha1c1h h son', &:.c l 

Di.le . lJ, 14, XXJX. I j 
at the last. ,. C in 1h,· la11cr P· rt ,r !11, (tl,c p.uent s I h C 

2. He that diseiplineth his son 'Ul t isf11ctio11 ot ham. 'I'· J·r" uix. 17 /' rorrec1 th,· son.. aod he h:t 
~i\'C cklii;ht untu thy ..,otd · rlu· 1 ,re.: I,. \\P11I ht·Jt B·mlt·,e1l 'hn\ ,t.~ ,, ,1•• 1 t \ •, t't1, h nl> ~& n n (" 
C.rct..~k J\iblc in l'hilemon :o, whf'l!"'I" it j U3cd wirl· tl1c 1 11 n,r• 'n a hert". lt ,, 1!l regularly c::iplCt)cd an Greek ot 
joy in cluldren. 

like himself. 1. r lhc father h1 cs OD ID bis 10n. ' I 
I. , ,n lthi hup,·il "'I h h thl· \\ 11tL"'f t rt •u~,t m It'" ard t:-1 
rt·c 1111 in: H ,hlt.,l m 1'1.u ltt:ht, ll "-':I .,11-m ,,,utant 

4. When his father dielh he dieth not altogether 
amt the folhmm~ ,cr..,c c , .. t 11.·ht ,,n nnl· •I ti.,• ~I t ro11 
death: ( ,·it.I uultinu .. ln~c in one's t liildrcn' f J .,.l· :,he 111 . 
that he should be pious. 

6. Against enem ies .. l p. Ps. c,x,·i1.; ,., m,m \\ho ha.c , tnll"ll>t:r 1 ( ,t.al":ut ~m._. to iaupp<'rt him n11I not he 
exposed to the dan~er of an unJusl con\'iction .,11he 1,lace of trial (tl11· g.i tel). 

7. shall bind up bis w ounds. 1.c. thl· \\11uml, t.11 hi-. !lull. 1uu!Jrt l u, rcl.llt",!t pl:'I)· ur ~hht·nt H.\ "hen .,11..,\\l'J ! , 

go on unchtcked. S (,u FJt.·rshciml understood the' wounJi ' tt, ht: th,,~ uf the 11utul1,:c11t f.,·ht:r. 
nt every cry. Either of the K>n, or thal c.1u~ by him (so l'denhc,m). 

8. a eon left at hngc. Cp. l'rov. uix. 15 ('a child lclt to h1m~e1r I, 

·PJ 



SIRACH 30. 9- 14 

G 9 q Cockerq thy son •and he will terrify thee'; 
•Play with him• •and he will grieve thee•. 

1o•Laugh not with him•, •Jest he vex thee•, 
"'And make thee gnash thy teeth"' at the last. 

JI" 1 r "'Let him not have freedom• in his youth, 
•And overlook not• Yhis mischievous actsT, 

12 "'Bow down rhis neck 1 in his youth•, 
And smile his loins sore while he is little'-

Lesl b he become stubbomb •and rebel against thee•, 
dAnd thou experience anguish o f soul on his account 11• 

13 Di~ciplinc thy son •and make his yoke hca, ) ' ", 
Lest in his folly' • 1 he stumble 1,. 

(b) AXX. 14 20. Tl,r blrssin,r: of good /1raltli ( = 3 + 1 + 3 di~tichs). 

14 Better j3 one that i~ poor, band is healthy in h is body 
Than a nch man who rs plagued in hrs flesh. 

horst· that h~s not bc(•n broken, so is a rchcllious son that listens not to his father' 0-•1 e:i T18~·~ao1• ( =1 jl:N = 
• nurtur~ lt·nckrly ' : , /. T.am. iv. 5). $ • (hast•,n ' [nod' thy son' u•ifh S 6 !,as ''"""'' MtlJ] r r So G : 
S · lest thou be mocked ' -• S o l!:i $ 'and rf thou laugh wrth him' (J!l ? pn~· H 6 ~•u >..vm,utc '" = ? ll~J;' I 
u-u S'o 6 $•do not ;::o w11h him according to his pleasure =? \t:V ;,;-.n ?K (Smmd), ,.,.' be not complaccnl 
witli him (,p. Job xxxi, 9 Ps. I. r 8): this 1110;· t,, nghl ,-, Sn $ = ? 10'!1:l' j !:> : G 11'0 I'? <1v1·o!u..,8n, (248 
&c Syro-Hcx JL °"''"?8n,) "-" 6 has••• .. . yoµ<J,,aam Tovr ""•vrar cro,· (' and thou ~hJlt gnash,' &c.); /,ul 70 
/,,,, yoµ<f,iauu = he ,hall tause (lliec) to gna>-h ' (= $) s,, u,,,J u-w JII (11/S. B [.,gms Ir.rt) 1o1>•tl'tln ~K, /J/. 

'let him not ha,·e rule' or' indcpcndcnc,•' = e.i 1'? 3<:,r nvr'l' '~""''°''; S = J!! •-x JII Nbn ;x, (' and forgive 

not ) 6 (248) •ac I'// ""P'~f.' ) l Jll l'nm·n::i) . eli (248) mr oy.,.cn, """"' (I!. cogitalus = o•<>•or) •-• Jll ha 
//u first two stic/101 ef t. 1 2 Ill a c/0116/e /1,rm, as follows · 

l/l!ln 'M \,y jn!l:i (a) 
: il/l \li\l,'t:i \'.lnt) j'')'"1 (b) 

lnl'")l/lJ IC'Ni ')':) (c)l 
: jOi' Kl,1:::i:l l'l0D yp::ll (d) 

=eii, $ 

JJ,rr (.1) a11rl (b) / ,rm a dc11bltl ef (c) and (d); (a) is ob, iousfy r~rrt1j)I, and ;·irids 110 lol,ral,/, w,u: ..S, h.-.-1,/,r 
,mmds 1,, l,'j)Jn •nil,' i i:i:i:i th,n rmd,r (a) and (h): beat his shoulder 1d11lc il rs p:t 11:11<.ler, c 1ush hrs lorns 
while he is y,'l a youth' (Lin rm,mls lln 1-:1,11:i 1:m:i , ,;,. 'Ix-at his shoulder in his youth'). For l~'Ni Ill (c) 
,, acl liNW ~l'llh 5 and::(•/'· li. 26) •-n R,ad,11g (riflrr e:; 24 8) 11\lil.'JJ \iNlll' •r;: [~u-1i1g lo /1omoioldwlo11 r1// .il!SS. 
efeii .-_wtf'l 428a,,dthruo//urmrsi1tso1111J 11 ba11t!12 a· 111 248 lhtht•o /,'ties run: (11 b) •••p? ,rnp,a_?<Taroy""m~ 
a~rav ( 1 ? /,) ,11µ1/,01· rnv T/JUA qXov a,,..ou ,v ... ,,,.?"] 1,-1, l friulmg iit:'?' = eJi (a(~qµu, 8or), .IQ :!:, : J!l ilj)t:'' {s, nbc1/ , rr<1r) 

Jll m,•. n·~'j)• <· r So JI! 1J 11ilJ\ =6 a1m8~a!1 ao, ,1-,1 Jll t:i::i: n::ir.i 1lr.l0 i )\l\ (' and there will be born from him 
an expiry of soul ') G .a, '"'°' uo, ( + ,~ oVTov 106) oavv? ,j,v,'(11<: so 248 70 106 011d l!., /,11/ rmdals n,n,/ (.> rradmg 
ci!ll n;•:i f ,r •J n~•:i s, I/art) o-o So JI! ,,w i:i:im : eii •a• , p-yacrnc o u""'i' (= ?!•))I i'JJ)ni): $ •be hard 

towards him• r IS, ll · e;; ,v Tfl a<Tx?l'oau,·.? '""' (bul 248 lL &c. 011To<') ~-s e;; ,rpooco,j,!I = ?~J;I'. (so rrad 
11'11/1 A, , •). JI! 1J .~m· (ll! 111;;. ?J.'O' = ' lrft hrm,elf up ~garnsl thee') b-h J!! ID~l/J •m (•n <1//111 = healthy' 

1i1 P /Ill) e;; , Y"'' ( = •n) ••• '"~'°'" r ~ '~" ( = rxp/0110/ary /'<IT<1j,l1ras, /or ,~,J;J) · ;$ 'that is health)· am! firm in 
Iris body = 6 i-i R1ad1i1g ;\;,) C"lj = e;; ">"" ••• w,f,a (i :7 = 'soundness,' '~lrcn~th': A ram. ; ; ci , 
'lo be- sound.' firm')· so P.lm · jQ ,~ 1111 (1-, ,t:i = ,~ii, so JI mg.} • 1,odily health (.S ~ Jl) i-J So JI;! 

9 . Cocker. '\urturc tenderly t·tcnd as., nurse·, I::dcrshe1m; Heb. i•.':N); cp. Lrm. ,.-. 5 (' rhey that were nurtured 
in ~1.rlet'). 

10 • . Laugh not with him. Or • be not complacent with him' (sec critical note). Frillsche quotes from Solon: 
• libens ne arrid, as. ut in r ostenrm non fleas• (cited by Edersheim). 

1: Bow do" n his neck L p. h. :6 (' and b1 mr; }Our necks undtr her yoke'/. jll has' Ho" <lo"n his he3d ', i.e. 
humbl~ him; cp. i,·. 7: ha. lviii. 1. 

smit e his loins sore. Cp. Ezek. nix. 7. 
anguish of soul <.p. Job xi. 20 (' g" mg up oft he ghost'). 

13. Discipline thy son. Cp. vir. 23. 
make h is yoke h eavy. Cp. 1 Krngs xii. 10 (phrase). 

(6) XXX. 14 :o. 



SIRACH 30. 15 19 

• " 
1
,, ; I lcalth and ~oundncss' lJravc I dcsirctJJ mu1 e than fine i.:old 

Ir An? a cheerful spiritk 1morc than pearls'. · 
16 T here 1s no \\ealth "'.ibovc the \\e,dth "· "of.~ sound bod ,• 

A nd no D•goodnn above 0 a good d1sposit1on•. } ' 
17 PBettcr death qlhan a wretched J,feq. 

And ~tcmal rest 'than continual p.1 111 •r. 
18 G~d things 'poured out· lldorc a mouth that is closed 

Arc as an offering• •that 1· placed bcfo1c .111 idol•. 
19 " llo,"' _can (such) "profit .. •the image,• of the heathen 

\\ Inch are unable either t'l c,1t or smdl7 > 

w··' "I"'" -, .. ~ ~.,.. (a) I 
• ·:·· -- -(i 

(;\I;;. C').'"'\ C"r.~) ··:1c ::,::,: C~IJI nr.~:· (1,) t -

~ "l't1atrwJ> 8m·nT,u ,,rr,,, {w711· r.,c,,-11· (SC, ;o + •m m· .. mui,rh tuw1110 1!_. , 
1 

I 1.1 l) 'I q,,,_..,,.,~1 ,~,,. _.,.. == 
JI! (a) (h): ;; = Jl! (,} (d) N ,,,1"' • c·i:, .:"··; = }!1 (\ \ ,111,I c, · , /',If•, ,,,,.,,.J r.,. .,,,,.,, , ,,11 
1"::lll •:i::, = J!! (d) 111,-f i' /1,,,1 ;•;~: !'~ = )11 \' 1 , • , Ju= I[; :: 1,1, = l!. \I"'"·' ,t,,.., uJ ,) 
I-L }11 ;i:::,:n (i P,,au-ru ( B ~\ ,., Ill'\ ,,,,....,) 1,, l>JUI~..,, / ~ • ., .. rood... u 11 Ji! ........ ; ·;::""' -;Jr.""= Ct :J'U;,Ki"lf l~,·u ,-, 

""'''I' (ii$ = 15), '(.idm;. ;:,,l (:,O:~)l:) = • the >!one wl,id, clo,,s a gr.\\·, ' JI h,11 a /,1 una in ,1 t, ,., 

wrn,r,~J1dt1(:; Iv I•', 1 fJ a J and >o ~- ,, h1, h "'.f"f/1td t,· ti,, "''"K"' J!l ,, 1 / h,,r ,ob 1m111,J1,1!d1 afltr 1 !! b. 

JI.I add, //,, fallo:l'i11,!! lo,. 10 

C'l.::i '~l':";~ [ .. •;.•' "'1-: := 

il1''"1 ' N\>l jl~:N• NI, -::•:,: = 
"'l::•w ,', 1~·· ::· ,., ·: = 

l"')NT1'~1 l'l'l:.:l [ ,-:,0:1"'\ 

:n;:--:nr., il1 11l j'Jn' C'""::I i~·~~ 

,,, (.) 
II/ {b) 
Ill {,') 

, ,, (il) 

,., {a) I 
,o (1,) 

J!I ,,,, . 

//; It' '" '· 

( Tiu.rt /inn zo (..-( orr lJm,,.i'guMI. J 

C!:::~ ~=·~J ;i::i}J ;J = ;?O r ~ 

;,l,111:l CV j~ jCN: ·:, = 20 d ~ 111 J!I I, ,'I. 
,,--:, C'.,J': "1 \ = 20 ,: j 

ri r, a,p.1i,pu <O;.-n"-••ll'o u 1 w>.~, = J 9 (:-1) 
oU't ')""Ji ,~nm, ut-rt µrJ (l11tj,pai 8,1 = (It) h) 
,,trwt u ,K3cwrop.un• tnu up,!'· 

/,j>-_utw11 lt. orj,OoAµ,"r «at 11T1111{ ..i1· = 10 (a) 

( + Ont.>, ,. "':'n1w1• u· /1u1 ( rOJ.u-rn) = 20 l (H> .15.1 70 Y .\.c., but 1/IJ/ 111111,1/1 = XX • . ~ G) 

55 = 19 (a) {Li){<) (d), 20 (a) (d) (,). 11,us If/ (c) (,1) ,,,, 1/lal,d III l• ,md "°• ~ul 11.t ,,. €i th'.),,, ,rrl,11n!J 

J 5. pearls. So;:, or· cor.,ls • ')I! ,r;•:e:1. 
t6. The re is no wealt h dispositicn Th~ ,·t·rtt• 1.4- ci:rrl in ~41!C'J11N1 i"'n c.('hir~r, '~h•1rc ,t pt·Mlt· •.st 

Cowlc~ .. :\t.·UI.Mutr p. x>.~) ;1 follm\:-:.. · Th,·rt· h 1111 ;;r..tlt"r t1fhe3 tlun he..J.ilh. 011 i: 1.·..ih r pit·.,)' JC' th.rn fl dwcrful l.eMI• 

(:i,o :i,:i mo•yJ :-:,1 n1..~•""1::i.:i ""1::•1v i':,:). 
17. Bette r deat h t hen a w retched hfi:. l I Tub,: 111. 13, 1; f' 111,) ,huul,! ! lh,· ' : tl1t• ><011:1111cnt ,,f1tn ,om..-s 111 

expression m dassu:al htrrature 1cp. e.1:. J •r. //,. 377 ), 
And eter nal rest. , h11ntn1 Uy (i i)1111 11ul ;\,I~~ - ,tt• critit.:.11 n,1tl.'l. JK"r11,\p .. (,,r J, ~m.Hic re,,, n) (r..Jcr,~in 

The 0"1J$Slon ma)· 1,c due to later rc\·1:-1~,n, 11 ,t, th.;1: 1!. r n.qu1c~ t·tcrn.t '> .,t·t·Sh' th(" \\onh,, nhu.:h prub.,t,I) be, 011, ··• 
the original form of (i. 

18. Good things ... before a mouth that is dosed . • . i. c:. Tit lu.~ "hid1 t .,nunt b,• 1·11Jorcd (o" in.: lo ·u la-ahh, 
are as futilcas food offered to an 1dol 1hat can neither 1.1>1e nnr smell. 

a n offering . . placed before an idol. Tht.· !u.:.HJu.:n lU~t(lm nr oticrin;:. f\ n,l Lo idol~ is n fcntcl 10 1 p. c-. ,:. 
the story t'lnhochcd in Jkl and the lhai:on 1. Cr .... ,~ mc.~scs; ol 111c.•.,t 1.,al upon :t ir.1H•

0

J tn,,kcs I l,e rdtrt·nre f\> 'h..: 
well-known hc.uhcn cu~tom of prcn1dm1: (,11•d .at the }?r:t\("'> f(,r thC' dc.td: cp. Tolnt I\, 1"; tand thr note11 lh"rct~ 

19, unable either to ent o r 1mcU. The phra,e is borro,.cd fmm Deut. i,·. ,8 \<p, I',. cu. 4 (.1• 

·P.'i 



SIRAC H 

JI!" •So is he who possc~seth wealth. 
• ,\ nd hath no enjo} ment• bof it 1'": 

20 • He ~ccth it• with his eyes •and sigheth •, 
As da eunuchd that cmbraccth a maiden ... 

30. 19 

(c) XX X. 21 · 25. 1111 rduwtatio11 fl' dismiss sorrow mu/ care ( = z + z + z distichs). 

21 Give not thy soul "to sorrow .. , 
r And let not thyself become unsteadied with care'. 

22 Heart joy is life for a man, 
And human gladness 11prolongeth days". 

2 3 sEnticr thy<t?lfB band soot heh thine heart, 
\nd 1bani~h· lvexat1onl from thee: 

For mrro\\ k hath slain• many, 
And there 1s no 1profit1 mjn vcxationm. 

~n,111,1/. G Ill tls fhi11/ /111, n/ , .. 19 oN•on11t{y f'rtm,'ts 011 ,111~rigi110/ ,-,711im/mf of' 19 (c) (d) · Ptfrrs rtf!ardr 
//,r lhrt, 011':.,•1i1<1/ l,11,s III Jll as ,1,/t/,d to 11111/>l(fy th, frxf from 11/h,1 p11rfr of' ti:, l,ook .· i•. 20 (c) = xx. 4 b ; , .. ,o (d) 

= x~ ~ .1. ll/11/ v. ~o (t) .,,, 1·. 3 L (El'!l.,.,J t!iiJJ!J *•• •:,) 111 t•. 20 d :r,~,. l,J, 'trn,tcd one' (i 1. om ml! 11s/1d '11.'lfh 
thr r " ,f flu I "1r n,) = • eunuch'· so ~ 1(111!.-rs :10 d Nl•)•:,,:, ; but,~ is 111111,assarJ I> rtg,,rd jONl as a lramlafro11 
qi;:,; I'd, ,·s ad luc. ,,,:,um/ I /1•i] w-w R~adu~,: :i•y• = :i•i,• = eJi $ (so P,'f, rs); ofhtrs JU" ; .5mmd lJ"'\ll' 

( "I-al do mm sacnfice, &c.') x-• Sm 11d ,,,~h: Pdtrs •o',,J, (J,. 1',. xxxix. i, lx:rn1. 20) = S 1!!'i •al'm•ocr 
1 S + :tnd dr111k not' 1-z .\r Jl $6 · e!i ,n.,Tc.,r o u~10JK.nµn-or (n·,1d u·1Jh Syro.Jicx ,,c~Ollflta,ior) t.iffo 1t1.1pcou = ~ 

t:'i;::10 "" p = IQ c (P) + n e •-• J!l nim1 {,\"if. ,}"nm,, PB/I u 'I'll) 1>--1, Jll 11.,/ q1111t c r/<1111 "Jh,, 
1l~':l ( = S) ,, 1;1m,, 'or bis substance' (th, /,11/tr p,-nhab{y = ')J}, 's , ·adm.[;: so Sr!ttYhttr, Stro1, !., Smmd) 
• ..,. R, ,din.( ni1m·:1 , .. ;,~h = e;; $ J 4 J J!l c•,o, ,, 111ist<1l.r /u,. o•,o o Jll + n:Nno1 = G · prob,,b/Jo ,m 

add1/liw from !ht prt7·1i11r d11ust (so Pd,rs) et'-oo ru ;,,', (/. ji']~. /ht samt ,rraph1(0/ m,r/al:t m xxx. 23, 
x~x-iii. 1R) f• I 6 ,m I'? O~,,j,?< u,m.,.n, ,. /jou~.? tTm• = lTW)IJ :itlifl;I ',N1 (,·o ·Mdu•ifl, Pdrr) · )It /a/ •n ; NI 

1l1i•::i (,> nrmpl / •,. 1•i·i•.:i , but r/> P,. sxxi. , 1\: Jll 111g. 1n-.:y.:i =GS: J!l mg.' 1n-.:y 1~•;;•:in ',i:ti rr-rr e:; 
l'"'i••?l''P"'"' : = 1":• 1'•Nn (so, ,,,ti)· J!l !,xi 1!::N • :, (a so ib,1/ trror) S 'his lire' /or ' hi& days' ( = 1••n : s" 
Sh ht, , ·ud:) ,. So J!I l~;;;l Tl!l = .l5: e;; oya1<0 (611/ ::(•·•CY 253 254 &c. S) ro-T l ex o::-oro = JI/) 
h-LJ!l ;,1~l = S (i •a, r.ara~oA11 r~'l'I!: illl A,ammJm =? 1 refre:-.h,. (•miugate•, ·~oolhc'}. 'cau~e reJaxat1on"J 

i-1 JI! ""'1"1:1= 6 /l"<po,• 01M<Tr~un1· j-J3!1 p~-.:;, (= ·anger' If/ l'llfl· ,p. 9-.:p) ~-k G ""'"""••• 
(/.11/ N \ C .... .,X,an 218 w 111lii11a !hr ht•n 1·r,-/,s) 1-1 i!! :1)J.'l'I, t'.,. :i?pir-, (or :i?~h) (rp. PBJI n?P,in= 
·profit', U,t· ') = G wq,,~,. ,...,,. ,\,, i!!: Q;; ,. ,.,,,.~ [ .S />r ti,, u Mic li11,, • ,\nd anxiety destroyed them '] 

" n J!l ;•;,;n nv N~J = 6 "'"' '"'I'°" 'Y'II"'' ")" (}?1"'' oyn = //,. r.msolfr, if Y~I'"""'" [ .Hart]) . S · bri11g gn•y hairs' 
n-o Jl! n1:~', 1 . niJ:.:, (pl.com!,.); rp. Pro,·. vi. 10: G appar.11/(; 0111,ls. S , tr,111spous (sll n~xl 110k) P·P )I! ::h 

( I :\:\'\.21 -:5( [i:\.:\X.21-24 - :\X'dll 13/o·). 
z1 Give not thy soul to sorrow. lf. x."<.x,·iii. zot1 '5. The senthncct e,prrsscd in this "'ersc and also in v. ::3 

is al,, < echoed m the Talmud. 1 hu, m T. U. I ·,·b,11110//J 63 I> the follow111g 1s cited as from the Hool. of Ben-~ira: 
' l:c ,iot tr, ubled for the trouble of lo-morrow, for 1hou lrnowcst not" hal !he clay may bring forth (~Pro\', xxrn. I). 
l'erhap, on the morrow he will be no morr, and be found gr<nrng o,·er a world that is not hi,' (so ,an/,, JOO b). 
1-.dershcim al,, ·1tcs: · Suffice sorrow for its hour ' (T. U. 11,r,,kh. 9 h), and' the sorro11 of 1he hour (i.e. immediate 
swro11 I 1• sorrow ( I J. ,1 ~ •d,,lr ~.m,/1 39 b). 

And let not thyself become unsteadied with care. )! text, 'and stumble not bcC3U,e of thine iniquity'; cp. 
l' .. x·:x 10 (· my life i·, consumed in sorrow . . . my strength s1umbleth because of mine iniquity'). The rendering 
~1, en ... bo," · · ;\nd h:t not th\'·,clf become unsteadied') • 1 snunble not'. 

:e. protongeth d>1ys. Lit.• his days' (or· his life'/; sec cn1icnl note. J!! has 'prolongeth his anger' (maketh him 
slow 10 ani;cr '. cp. i'rm·, xix. 11 (' Jhe discrcllon of a man makelh him slow to anger'). The mistake of the copyist 
ma)' b,· du, to hos ,. mm1scence of this p~"age (so Schechter). e,. ~oothe thine heart The llebr word here rendered 'soothe ' (J''!l) 'is sometimes used in Rab. litera1ure in 
the sense of c-ilming and rejoicing' (Schechter). 

banish vexation ... For sorrow halh slain many. The Talmud rites a form of 1his passage as from 
J:en-:-iira m T. B. S,111/1. 100/, (in ,\ramaic,: 'let no1 sorrow enter th)' heart, for sorrow hath killed strong men' 
(N'l1 ;~jl j•,:'l ;•-,:i,i 1:i•',J N'l1 ',1)."r, N',) , 

(.\t 1hi, prnnt the <.lislocauon of chapters, which has produced a different order in a.II extant Greek MSS., begins 
(Cod. ~4X i, not an cxcept1on). Lhapters x,x. z5 xxxi1i. 16 ha,·e been pl.iced after :<nii1. 16-n.xd. 11, thus 
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SIR,\CH :lO. 24 :11. 4 
Jt" 't Envy and a_ngcr sliort<'n da}"1, 

And anxiety "makcth old untimely'•. 
( = 5 23 ° The ~lc1;p0 Po( a chctrful hc,1rl i, like thintics• 
xum q And his food is agreeable unto !um • ' 
13 6, () • 

(d) XX:\r. (XXXI\.) r - 4. IJ,e n11rit1ier <'[ f.r..·tl"IJ' t1nd ri.lus (= :+ ~ distichs). 

31 ~· • rWatchful care ovc, wealth' \\a,tcth the nc~h· 
.. 'A~d anxiety about it 1 "dissip,llcth sluml><:r~. 

2 An::'1cty about sust,t·nance• "brc.1kcth off(>J• lumber, 
• • E~cn as severe s1ckne,s dt•sipatl:lh ,kq,•, 

3 The nch man 1 laboureth' 'to i,:.lllll'r' richc-s. 
b And ,1 hen he rcstcth, it i, to • p.utakc of delight,• . 

.f The poor man torlcth ·· d for the needs of ht, housed 
1\nd if he rest he become th 11C•ecly b, ' 

o••:1,•o~ nnn JU.l ' 6 Arrµ.rr,.,, ,c,11,b.m ,c,u ""t••tl,1 , ::, , \, 'P." ,0 , \::.. 1J A,,µr;-
1
,., • 

~HJ): .S · •l good hc•;ut 111111\ ( ) ni;:.:• /1,11P/, I - //,,.,1 •1., 1 , 11 •• l 1 , 

;5 JII./J' h1'rr' .' ,ad c~~v:.,o ~, ::l::i J~). / r; / thml. :,•;:• tu lJ / / /J/ ( - t ! .. , I ) JI / 

\' JU :'~ll, :,~i·• ,~~N~I: ',111d I,,, f,; I!~ .di 11, 1 .. ',., ·, · ... "'l "l I II l.111 ,,5 
\tilth hun (j 11/11/l/ld,rf/o'll/d• J!l clll'f I I/ 01 /It) Tll..l,_ ,"1,H.t)ll.iJT'Wt' r1VT~ UT'tlJ,t'~rfftT'Ot 

s = ll i';; Y (I. ,.,:;,, ,~:.:· ( 11~ ., ,~c·, • 11! ~-s::· --·.:· 1. -:-.::.:· \"i ,.,u ... -::·;· 1 ::J 
J!! mg. 1ni1o:,1 u-u l!! / .\ .... ::1) t ·"l~n - (i o-',0<7Tn ' ' ... -·-~. ",'u, - ,!': 

·-· \" ,a.,< • • •'- r ,.I i"fllH't.1 :ryp1. JU t ''Yp\l'lrl'1tr• 
Ji·on; fl ••/Jl/11 /i11,·) • $ = Jl! W 111 }Q l'-,~11, (j «l!':'•HfrJOU {fill/ I( Jt/ 1t1/h 1!. \U u 0.1f1Jl11f1 = l )l : ~ J.r 
(;,~ 111 11 ,1111. = .o h,.., .. d ... di\1 lt·.,, h.rn..:1) \ , N 1, .i;:;· ;."-::;, I!~ , ...... - ..... ;-·.:1 l! :·-.::- I 
V',~n) · }!). /us ii!'.lU at 11d: but,, rd ,,;:;, = ~ · (i cm "'t',,0.,,1"1;..'t 11n.11, ,.,~-J,,,, ( ' ) '""'t:i I• , . ) t,,. • tu/;::. 
s11pf ,,/. lri ~n. J!.l lf11,r ,,., o Im: , ~ /11 h u 11, ! , ,,,.,,11.1/ 1, Jiu 1'1 1 ,, ,11,,,, J 1 c, 1 .s 6111 / ,. 1 
h,1rmo11u~ :l'/11, II,, ,,,, ,!. 

.-~..,,, i·::, "::s: i.:, 

· k, pro,ch putteth t<> 11,~1 r I, loful Im I'd, 
Hut he th 1t l.i,l"th ~ ~ .rel l<J\clh ( 1 fncml) ,t h:, O\\n ,oul • 

.,.,;~• \\ll 1 't!.~ / = ~ ~ lJ (j,. X'\11, .ii. xx,·11. 1; x.i. ;L ~)'NI n.._ 

man art· to,' &t.) " 7. /,• c1,h,{,{ i'~,~, ,Iii ii ~ 
Tr.>11 T"i,n'/)r,µarw11 tJVTOl• (.S • , l'.lfl 1k( f lKllh . .pi~:,. ) 

)ll ~:;,:, ( fr 111 11 1 I l,11,) • • N :1:~•:, ~=~~ 
l ~ ~ g, < I ~ ,l r, I/ I II I'/ /11 ' r t 

I) m::i ,::-,~ ., ~·:;,• ( t) 

: \~ :;-:: :-~ '11)' os, (d) : l'"':. ;r.,, ;-,1;- ::s1 b J 

..-1 ,·rtJJ di11,:., /,, .\"moul ( l. 1 ,w, 1 i,' /// "~'" \ u~ )!.! D,1 \ a .... l!J 
1.n•J -en> lll ( ) 1ri:, ,:mi. = ' l':i •• ,A,,.,, •. ,.. ,:1, • (ir~ ,:~" -a •':fur i K 

•-<.So)ll(h)· J!l(d)'h l.1tr o ~,· 

' r me,ns 

, .. "' I l 11 

fi '~"'>',r\a~a, 

J ' J.i I I 
turns.: ·=-SJ 

produung the order in ii :xxx. z.;. x1x,H. 16 XX.l.\ 1. It ; xx:< • .:5 X.'t"X 1;, K:u,:, ,. I: ti sty. 'It rs t:\lidC'nt that thas 
mu~t h:wc procrcf!•·d trom .1 rm~pL,r('ment 1f th£' sl:trt'\ m thl" H t c.t) pe ,{ t.:" f ,r,: I; \1...,').° I dc e;. u . ,ow 
li ,11ul ;,. ha,e the rii;ht order: "' Jll, I 

:;. The sleep of a. eheerful heart is like dainties. r 1'· !'rm " 1 ~ 1 he rh : • ,1 ., , 1..,,t la.ut w..i, 
a cuntinu.d fe.,,c '. 

And his food is agreeable unto him. Tlw 11..lH plari-..• ht.11 u .. ,•d ,...,, 1tlll1 ,I 1,h t• i11.·11 l ls fuud 1: ~ 
upuponhim'(~'uponh1:,IJ,d)·'1. ltn1.tyhc1, :.H.,h.:11 tru111 tJw ,1,.,11,, I, \1/l,1y 1.'11.!"- hf'dtt'J .ch A, 

ifood which doc") not ,;tl up upim 1.c wlud <lol, not :.i:rn· ,,i:h , 111· "1-u,t) • 1·::u ':'> ~·:-;.· c:·~::• ~·:,.:·s-
(d) XXXJ, 1-4 ( ~ · ,XXI\' 1 4). 
1. aoxiety about it dissipateth s lumber Cp. (for the phr,1,cc,logy) xii,. 9. 
-z. breaketh ofTf?) slumber. 'flH· lh: r. ""nl n.'rn.l,h:d 'hu 1i..c1h u(i·, ,\r~ also iii 1'.,l.)b

0

ni iitrrat •re ·u tle 
!I.Cnse or ~ to destroy·, • l.au~c tu d1:,..1µµt.".tr' 1- or tht! .ultltt1u1ul d.tu:ic-, 1n J!! "hu:h tUC' ,u.n. at l • ~ Jer i"Jlt 
note. They deal wllh the law of!o,mg ont"s neighbour (cf. Le ... x,x. 1~ J.1), 

3. The rich man •. delights. rlais ,·crsc- 11'-') umlt·rlu: Luke .\II, I~ l•J tao Pcur~•. tf~r thr phrt ... c 't,, r,ut l 
of delights• cp. xii. 4 d c 11!). 

i4 .. The pQOr man toilet h . . . Cf. wnh 1hc ... ,,mtmu;nt herL· c,11rc5s<·d the l\,.ihlJinu.: ,n ltton uinhu?l'.,1 tn 1:, n ~ ·, 
•Pi' 



S I RA Cl I :ll . 5-10 

(r) XXXI. (XXX I\',) :i 11. Tltr prri!s "/ 111m1111101t-rl·ors/1ip (= :{ + z+z+ 1 distichs). 

,i•· 5 l le that 11oveth r gold Fshall not go unpunishedB, 
And he that 'pursueth1 "hireb 1errcth thereby'. 

6 :Many there arc that have lbound themselves to goldl 
k And have put thcu tru,t in corabk. 

; 1It is a slumbling-block 1 "'for the fooJi,J,m, 
• And who,o is simple is snared thcrebr". 

~ lhppr 1s •the nch man• that is found blamelc~s. 
And that hath not ''gone astray following-" mammon! 

IJ \\'ho is he, that we may felicitate him-
for he h~th done wondrous!}' among his people. 

10 ,vho s1iath been te~ted" by it 'and remained unharmed', 
• So that it hath redounded to his glory,, 

I ·f R,,1dti1g Y I\N tit {.1) c111d '}i\1 1i1 (h) w,1/, 6 S il! Im· 1/! t/11 01d,r •·• J!l ;i;,J• N~ = Q;; o, ~« att,t8?"' "" 

I,· lo J!l ,•n•.:, 6 arnrt,11"1'"" (. •rrflfl /Qr t,oqx,,,o• = Jll) · ;, 'mammon' H JI i\l~·· lJ = 6 a,ror 1r~?a8?""'" 
n«qr ZQIJ 308 = J!.) / /. ar. flcTq, 1iAa•IJ?O'CT0< = Jl! ,111t/ .$ (i"lt~; /,11{ 6 I/Ill) = ;ti.W: : SO f'tft'r!) i-J Jl! 

=.-: ·~~Jn = 'l,uuutl OI (~1,en 111 1,h.:dg-l.· to) gold· 6 <&,8',uoi· 11f nrc,,J1m .\a,m• xiit.'tTrnu /ml .!4X fO,B-riac111 .\"P'" 

"°"'"'"'' = ~ · S ' rich ' {ll! 111i,ltt 111cc111 ' lo.wt• l,c,·n clewoyed of gold ') k-k J!1 Q'l'Jll 7p (1. Q'ni,\1;:i.11) no,Jm . 
.=:, .Ill I IMH trm•h:d ( = o•.-.!_!~~m) in lht'ir richt::,,. • 6 "'"' f)'fl11]671 'I nr.w~fC(I OVTWJ.' '((17"(1 1rpnu<o,1TuV Ol'rWV = )11 o,Jn, 
t cm•;;:; (or r nw, ,,.,"l'I: Pd,!! mu/- pi::ii.:m-' and destruction was before their face'). J!l + (sn -5':) 2 lmts: 

.11110 ;,:;;i1;> "IN~~:> N:>l 

: m::111 Cl'J 11~1.1;, Cll 

'Ancl they found nol how to delher theonsdve, from C\'il, 
.\nd al,o to sa\'e th<·m~elves m the time of wmth.' 

(-5': · in tlic timr ~f 1h.:ir encl',) /1111 6 11'!:hl/J M111ls (1hr /i,"s 111t a gloss; cf. Pro1·. xi. 4) 1-1 Su 6 c•Ao• 
r.JJ"''""f'JWTo, = ii,i'n i"li' ()1.! ":I );,,. j"ll \dtJ.jd,1u11u11!): .S a/s,, 111s,1/s ":I) mm Jll >,,~~ 6 ""'' tv8uuw(,>._au, <n.''"<:1 

( unto them that sacrifice un10 it' !{.\ .) : /,11/ N• a111/ lhrttr11nit·ts gi,•r lh11il{IJI rtt1tli11g nOou0'1a(ou0'1• (rro11fimi1Jl 
.1\N ,,·,th ~' l S · " liar!). Sr, ,,/so 1L " n So~ 6. S '""cry one that crrc:th therein :,tumblc1h' 0 • 0 6 

,,.~., '""' = S = '"l':!'11 . so ,,.,,1 fl)r JI! ci•N (S111mci kups 17'N) 1,-,, ill ; n,.~ n:>J: 6 (i11, ., ad{y) '""f><u8q orr,uw 

•1-q 6 , ..... ,,m,8q = i)i:Jl (P·t,rs l J i'iJ > •c): J!! tut lJ j)J 1l~' ;ii Nli1 •o. }I! mg. j)J , i :, (,it Kl!l /rom prn.·1ou, 

!11tt) '"ho i, he th,ll we ,hould tlea\'e unto him'' (= J!! !,.,!/ or' who is he th~t dea\'cth unto it?' (;,i::i i11 
l' Ill f = lo examine explort') r r R ,admg o,~., = 6 ""' m"A.,..,6,1: Jll 01,~1 ,, !l'!ll •-a ill ,, i1'.'"ll 

winch i:l i,:1, en m the notes on ~l. 22. The ahernauvc reading~ tor the lack of his means' ffor n~ in this ~nsc cp. l'ro,·. 
1·. 10: Joh l'i. 22) ma>· possibly be right :igainst 'for the lack of his honse '. Cp. xi. 11. 

(n .\XXI. 5-11 (11'.i X.\XI\' 5-11). 
;. He that lovet h gold shall no t go unpunished. Cp. l'ro, ""iii. :o (" he that maketh haste tu be rich shall 

not ht unpunished'), also Qoh. ,. 10 (Hehr. 9) (' he th:11 lo\'eth si"er shall not be satisfied with sil\'er', &c.). For 
1ht •.,m, theme (the <l,mgcrs of lo,·e of money) cp. also I Tim. vi. 9. 

t hat pursuctb hire. Or rn1hcr 'i;ain, profit' , cp. xln. 9, \'ii. 18. 
erretb thereby. Or• os led astra)' thereby' (1. "· • fallcth into sin on account of it'). 

r •. A nd have put their tru~t in cora ls. Or pearls: IOI lu ,cc cnuc.tl note. ror th~ 11,0 hnes 1a 1;lossl that are 
.1p1>,nded to 1hi, \'er,e in )I! and ;, (see critical note) <p. Prov. ~i 4 (' Hiches profit not in tl1e day of wrath, but 
ntt 1tcou ... nes5 de11\·en.."th from dt:ollh '). 

; It is a stumbliog,block ... C1>. xiii. 23c, 
s imple. Cp. Job, .. 2 (same word 1. 
is soared. Cp. E~cle,. i~. 12. 

8. the rich man that,,. found blameless. Cp. for the phra.seology xliv. 16, 17 IJ!!J. 
following mammon. The occurrence of the word •mammon' ti'tll,') here is noticeable ( in lliblical Hebrew 

<p : or i'':t:,: Outside Len-Sora its earlies I allcsution i, in th~ ~- T. (:\1 au. d. 24 ; Luke wi. 9, 11, 13). The spelling 
• m,m11111' hn 111 t ,reek, ,ccm, t<> l,c 1irolo,1bly correc1; but both ,pclling and ctymoloi;)' arc uncertain (see art.' J\tammon·, 
col. 2912 5 m FH, vol. iii). 

!I· W ho is he? . . . .\µparenily ., piuus rich m:on was as r:u-c in llen-Sira's time as an hones1 publican later in the 
pro,·inccs of lhe Roman l:mpire. 

w. W ho hath bt:t:n tested by it 1,c. by wealth) a nd r emained unharmed ? Cp. ~latt. xix. 23; Luke xi. 24. }ll 
(text) '\\'ho hat!, clung to it , .. • 

4 1!! 



S IRACH :n . 10-13 

• Who could 'fall _aw~y', and ditl not f~II away; 
"And (could) mfl1ct• harm ' and dirl not•? 

11 • There(orc .. ,hall his Rood fortune •tx 5Lcadf.i,t• , 
i\nd the C'ongrc:;:ation shall dc:clan·, his p1ai-,•'. 

(/) XX'\!. 1.\'\.'\ l \.1 •~ z-1. •/11.,1111,11,,11 "'"""""'' " /.rw,f ,111,I .,m, t, ~rthtr• 
(- 1+2;2+1+ 1+1+::+:: di~tic:h,). 

u bif thou sittc-5t •at a great mans tahlc', 
"Re not grc~dy upon it" , 

•Say not. 'There is abundance 111,on it'-
13 ~Rcmtmbcr that an evil l')T h an <'\'ii th,t•g•. 

rn~cr, (lit mi.:, i11N.:n, . l',t , , o1 l'i 
, •111 "''k' ,o , ,11 ,~,,o ,_ ,, s 1 ;o ~) .. . r ,. ~ ,~-m " r-r = l ?J a, , 1,u 

/wt /i'nn :t'h1~ h ,ri 110/ tt/1, 1/,,/ bt· $ M fi 

rn:<!ln~ ,~ .:•ns 
n,x~n~ ,S (11 ;,•,i( Nin 

,,,:, o,L,,:• r,~.,::l ·:, 
, ... , c~~ .. , i=,~ •-: 

'J,"or \\hen ,1,.. 1,,·ac,· of hi, Ii! multi["" h l " 
J•trfec t? lw (111. l) " ii, l>c a glorl' unto tl,n 
/J?•OI D··U ')!/ i'IJ/1 l/1.;~1 (,, ( ,;, /,J ,\ /1, /,, 

I ' lu ll,n· 1 glor.1 -\\ I« hat I ble,.,. I • ar d t· ~<le In hfe 
I /nus I rm ,1 :,"/,ts /, 10 ;ih L I J• ;1;:'-t G i:apa• 

1'"-1 fi •01 urn?41u, .:01rn ~ • to t\Jl cntrea Ii, cor::• rl~ 
( = ,v, ) \ , s,, e:i s :-: i·;,, ~;,, 1v ~:~ N"-~ " • 11~ ·: :~· .,, ,r. ~ l _ 1 p. i c. ~ ..,. ._. ..... , 1,. ".-
prr,, 11·1/h (j ~; }l~ '"'fn ). )" (i Tl/\ ,>i.,'1µ,_,11·rh utT ,t - u,..._,) Jl! ,r.~,-r· 11 .. 1., ., •• ;-·, .c:-... ·:··;I ; \.,/ 
l,,·,ul111gs IJJ xii. Iii am/ :<hi' I : ,,// dcul,ftt s, ,•mf.trr) (i ;: > 1/111 2:;~ h,1 Ml r,1,. f1 ,., 'I' 1 ,,., 
(OllliHt:Hli,l) 1, Jllf'1.'J:llll):i-tl1

1 

, ~( ·11// ~ J fh,dt,-•&t.,P ~ I 1t1"-·- ;·- '"":' 'j.' ( 
1 

/,,- 1,utlr,,d t1/lt,r ;.·,~,} J I J!.! {,I i'"";J 1:..,; r:-3,.' rn~n (.,:,.: ;' ·• •(lt:1 1' 110· ii J t.r 1 V ~ tl,t 111 .1 J uJ II 
it 

1 = ~ S (' G fr . ,w1, S ) 1 I~ )'~J.' jl'!:i~ (hi tlJl'r•· ,uu .. tent UJun u 'J = fi. ft't.A.).., >• T'1 • • .,,..,,,r 
!:- ' I ha,c not enough · \,• JI! = tr. > £. )I/ /, , ,,. f, '" ,,,,., "h• h ,,, 11. / r.fl, tr t t 1 (i . 6u/ "" 
pnrll; rtpr, ,11/ol 111 ;/, ~N 1<:1~· "~ 111 ( 1 ) 

!: hus :-

• N,J N:O u•:-:: r• p) 
( '1 l/" n) i'J/ J/lti1 ,::n ~; ·:t~ ~1 ·; 

: ( \I I ll'ln t~,11 ,~":i t:•;t':I 

' The man c,f n,I n l' ( ,()(I l,a,e1h, 

(l) 
(~) 

Aud I le Lalli <rc,ltc·d nulluui; mor.· < ,ii 11.~n 111m. 
For tin,. -b, rr.1snn of ,vrntl,11,~ th, <J<' qt11H·1ttlo 
.\wl fru111 the f.1u I', m.1J..,·th kar,' 

(= 1) •The C\il of th,,<}<' •ind hlt,·th, 

(= a) .\nd lie luth <rratcd 1,otlung morl" c\'II 1h.111 ,t 

(= J) 
0

! l1~rt-fl'ft' tin l')C tJUi\Cfelh IJr fCISClll If ,ltfJlhi11i;.' 

flmt 1/ ,, rl,m 1"'11 ( 2) r a d,,11/,/rf if q b, ll'I,,/, ( t) ts /'' "· ., ~ I • 11 th, s,1111, rt, lu, ( 1 J I ) ; ( l) ,111J ( ~) <11t 

W ho could foll nwny 
mischief, and failed 10 do to "~ 
cp. Ps. xv. 4. 

11. his good fortune cJll 1: 11..l ,. 
Deu1.v,. t1 

, ,. \\ho,.,.., had th,· pm,c ,nd 01,ponun,11 , I lsllmi: nway m1 mrl un~ 
r 1 t '\ (u·,~ OCll , t·ts<") arc VJ r:,rc as 10 be nant llous. For• mt1tc h m, • , J."":7iJ 

I or I· " mc;m,ng <p. ho,. x,. 10; or II ma) mean 'his goods' (nch~•J: cp. 

And the congregation shall declare hi, prai~c. t I'· !\l1\ 15 ~uut:,, rr~ 111. ii I .ulmt \ ·--i 
so }'(!tcrs rc:id,) i, pmh:ibly :111111t1•1p11·1,lli.,n. hut ,ui:~1,:, thr n~ht me 111111~. \ ,1,h llllln "''" 11.i. 11 !II> 11, .tltl '110 ,1 
his piety by generous almsgi\'ing: cp. thr R;thbinic J1llUm • the a.tit of mammon h ~11msg1vmg ·. 

(/) XXXI. 12 24 ( G x:,.:,..t\.'. t2 241 \\uh the subJect o!th, sub~cct,on cp. l'rov. nut 1-:;. 
1z. a t a great man's table. ~0}!1 prth·r,d,I) tnl!'i t ' ,1t "'a,;:1e.:.1t' 1Jl1 ,1., lllt "''· 1r ,u.h,) •p lur, -i :JA 

\'i.5: 1 ]ustnotforthetabl(•ttfk10J!>.' Fo1 tlu J..:.ahlrnucrult""" ll"gt1,'111,:t1l,l,•m,11·.n\ri,,\p./•,,,(rr,sr,, > t\l \ • 

also Derr/; rr4r >11111 and ;.;,,//ti/r 
8e DOt greedy upon i t. (11. 1/o,.i ,r,• ;11(,1 I! ' J:e I an:fol ,,itfi )"Ur ln-th 1i.< ,ll )UUr llll',ll, 1 lh,U )OU d<> 11' I 

cat too much.' The I h:hrc.·,, phrase ht. ·Opl·11 nut th) thru.tt upou It· 1th1,. po~,0111) m.1 , nu..1n. • :\t4le no u·m:u\ . 
so L:dershcim, ep. ntxl note). 

S ay not : There is abundance upon it. Thr !"t) r it lr n,1! r11r1~~;. /." n·r ',~'. ~1.\·~ J"t!tDhrim. 'rliarJCl~ nc( 
T he pr.1ising of the foo(l in ()ncn1al (ountrit i doJW Ii) tlll' ho:,,.t; the ntl'fl• n• l 01 ;ulr: .. ra.tmn It)·''"> n,w <"J,. .. · '-'•tt:ld ht 
regnrded as dangerous.' 

13. R emerobu tha t a.n evil eye ... 1
\\ ht·n .t prrson tx1ne:-$t•s ,,hat is c,,nsiJcrhl impn11,c:r orcu1ioui .it!n ir 1 

..p9 



SIRACH 31. 13-17 

:Ill" b God hath created h nothing more evil than the eye; 
'Therefore over everything must it weep1• 

15 JkBe con,idcratek to 1thy companion as thyself!, 
And be mindful of all mthou detestesl m. 

q Stretch not out the hand •wherever he may look", 
0 And collide not with him• Pin the dish Pi. 

16 q Eal like a man 'what is put before thee', 
•,\nd be not ravenous•, lest thou become dislikcdq. 

17 1 I.cave off fir~t • •for manners' sake", 
•And dC\'Our not voraciously• wlesl thou become offensive". 

, ,mn11/J if r 3 c [~ a11/,od1a ,1 1111111b,·r <>/ l'tlflOJr/s, J·e. from dijftrml eodim]. /11 (3) ;ir '::> /m.r di.rplnud p >11 
(}}II/ ,:n ha., tr,11 (,,,,,,u~m{y) 1i1wlrd, ithil, 1111n has nri,m,prob.,/ro111 ,yon ., eorruption o.f yoin (P,rlts) 
I,· h J!! ~:< p~n :<, (= ,·n11t111/ (>) i-:1::i x>): G .. ,ma-rm; 1 • Rmdi11,: JI01n 111·,, ,::i •:!lo p ?ll = G arn 

ro,.,., mro """"' ,,,,000,:ro, &i<puo (so Smt11d: yo,n Yl')1 from ,•ar,iJ11/ (4)): J!! h,rt /or /,1st h1•0 words y itltls 
11f11r/ha :·an,ml, ··1=. ;in? Ol, 'it, fre,hness is abated' (/rom Ueut. xuiv. 7) i -j 1·1•. q , 15 /ob, /ra11.rpostd 
(, ·,th Sm, •1,1). 111 th.- usual or,l,r 'mar look /ms "" proprr 1111/tudwt k -k R c,u/111,: .1)11 (rp. xxx,iii. 1 note) 

u·uh .~m,11,/ JI! o1l11 (,,,,(;· a,,1111 111 th,,- fi-rm Pro\' xxh-. 14) ='know'; G ,ou: S = J!1 (' know that thy 

neigbl,our ts l:ke th) Hlf'} H So Jll .S . 6 (freely) •u •uv :r>.?'""" « urnurou w tu J!l n:<l::•::•: & (nn """'') 
1rpci-yµori =? ;,::•i.-o (ll1111g. me(:• ,::·N 11 lo/,.- pr,fa rd) n-n l!! >N tY::!' 01;,r.i {>N rrpmkd flrrid,11/,1/ly: 011111) = 
ei ou rnv <1r1/1>.,t11 (:,: • 15,; Syro-lh-x ua~X,tnr = .S) o-o i!! 111g. \Ol) in•n )X\ (in·n = 1~J}) /,/. 'nml join not 
th) sell 11ith him'· Ci Ka< I'? uu,8Adou ovr<:> (70 "'"' '"''"" · Ongcn µ,r (avroe)): .S I do not force thy hand ' 
P·r· J!l XlU::! = • in 1hc ha,kel': (i '1n the dish' (-rpu,'.l>.,o/) (so .$) g,;•, N>tJ a11 u-/01,fcd ,,,,,wmg (so Peltrs) 
'l.-;i 111 lll 16 txisls in a du116/,fi11m, ,isfiil/mu.s: 

:~vm ;;;i tJl1n , x, , in::u ,::·N ~'·~::i ::io;i (1) (2) 

llOJ lYi:7 ll1 (J) 

c,f 'I") thing, he is gcntrnlly repro\'cd by the indhidual whom he has thus alarmed' •.. and especially when one is 
in\'ltrd to partake of a meal' he must reply if he do uot accept the inviaation" flcnecan •· (i.e. ·• may tl be productive of 
r-njo) mcnt "), or use some similar expression : else it "ill be (cared that an e"il eye has betn cast upon the food' t Lane, 
.lf,,tf,r11 l:,;Jf,ll,mr, ,. 183 (315), as cited by Edershe1m). The thought o( our passage, howe,er, seems rather to be that 
th<· i;uc,t ,lt 1he great man·s table should not be emious and greedy m the presence of the abundance he sees upon ii; 
such en\'y ,tnd greed is equirnknt to 'the evil eye': cp. ,;, . roa, 'The eye of him that has an e"il eye darts greedily IJ!! 
~·yn, cp. 1 Sam. xii•. 32) upon bread.' In the same passage Ben-Sira also says that the' e,il-eyed • man is not only 
).'Teed)', but g1udging (xi,·. rob). for the Biblical senses of 'the c\'il eye' see L'B, s.v. • Eye' (ii, col. 1453), and for the 
later ,cn,cs JI ,. v. • E,·il' Lye,, .. 280 f. [For the \'ariant additional clauses in J!! see critical note.) 

God hath created nothing more evil than the eye; Therefore over everything must it weep. I he eye 
is a main cause of sin; cp. r-:um. "-. 38 f. (esp. 39: 'that }e go not about after ... )'OUr own eies'}; Job xxxi. t 
(· I made a cm·enant with mme qes ', &c.); it is therefore punished by t,;od in that when misfortune comes it must 
weep 1so Smcnd I. 

15, q. I or 1he transposition of these ,erses ,ee critical note. 
15 Be considerate. i.e. treat in a friendly way; cp. ,xxviii. t note (same Hebrew \'erb). Ci here has• know' 

''"'''': see critical note [I& for" hole line has: 'Know the affairs of tlty neighbour by thtne own' (R.\, · Consider thy 
ncii,:h11our's [ltktngJ by thine 01,n '1. See next note.] 

to thy companion as U1rself. 'Th) companion' here - . of course, thy con1panion at table, thy fcllow-gu,·st. To 
see in this dic1um nn anticipation of the posiri.-c fom, of the Golden Rule of the Gospel', as l"riedl.inder claims (7/,e 
j, .,!, -''"'"'' "/ lftt Somo11 n11 tlu .l!Olflll, p. z32 f.J, is not ;usttfied by the context. 

And be mindful of a ll thou detestest_ Here. a;:mn, 1he reference is to 1he behaviour of the guest at t.ible. 
In l o,,it i1. 1 ;, 11 hrch is citl'd by Fri me he and Ry,sel in thb connexion, the reference is more general :ind less re,tri cted 
(· .\n<I "'hat thou thyself hatest do to no man'). 

14. wherever he n,ay look. ,. "- \\hcre1er th)· fcllu"-guest may look. Possibly, howe\'er, the reference is to 
th~ ho,t. 

1 ,. like a man 1-c. as ;1 grown-up man and not as a child, i. c. as becomes a man. Smentl compares 
Qoh x. 17. 

•<:, t,. be not ravenous •.. devour not voraciously. Cf. xxx,-ii. ,9: • Indulge not ex.ccss in any cnjo)·ment, 
nor 1mmod, ratton in any dainties.' J·rcscriptions against gluttony nre common in the Rabbinic literature. 

1 :llatt. 111. 12: · ,\II thin~s therefore wlu1soever ye would that men should do unto you, even so do )'C also unto 
them: for this io tltc law and the prophets.' 

-1-20 



SIRACII 31. 18 w 

Jlt" 18 And, moreover, when thou art scatcd •in a large company• 
Stretch .no t the han? out 'before a ncithbour ,, 

19 Surely a little 1s suOicrcnt for ':i man of undcr:,t,111dinc', 
J\nd he need not ·choke· upon his bed. 

20 (,') bPain and slccplcs,nes,. and distrc~~". 
zo(d) <,\nd irm,ud di,onk, '1;irt \\llh ., r .. .,J,,lt 111.rri '. 

20(0) •Healthy sleep• '.hath a purged uclly', 
20 (6) And when ht n,cth rn the morning •his " its ,uc with him• 

"!'JC~ Ct;::;• -.:., ~N~ t.,,::,c, ( 4) 

r 1111 ,,,,, ,1,IJ(/ 111 small,, 111tl111g ,.,, .11., CN::li" :c l'"l:'il ;,•:-,11 1<S1] (.;) 

[ 5: /1<1s fi1 

6 tj1t1}, wr '11·~1,,.nr"' ra ,rn1,oituJ., 

1(1U 1''1 ~WJl.{U,Ti,J J.1.'I JJl'I'J61Jr 
n (Ju, ( ,•·. I' 

1.~-1(; 11,rtt slt'.lie, = (.,) (~) (;;) 
1

111 mmt c"/t1 l. 

(r) 
(l) 
(J) 
(~) 
(51 

Tak•· th)· "'al lrkc a man tbat "d1=11, 
.\n,I ilan riot g,,., drly \1. e. ~t 110! 1 r ,, 1011 ) lest tlrvu l (C'lmc abhorred 
1'110" that rhy nc,ghhuur, Irk<' tl.1 ,..JI 
And c,ll lrkc a 111.111 11 h.11 is pl.rc«i'lx-forc thee, 
.\n,I 1,., no: glutt, ,nom, lc,t thou Ix• rt·;ectt<I. 

Ti.t /,,rm t>( ~ 11s ti r.,uls III t/,r 1/\ ,, 1,11.\'l,ae 1/ l".I., re ,1111 ,,s .Jpf,, ,.,,,. ( ll q) 1•1d ;) rp, nf ti, 
Yt({lisio11 of th, In/ ,i·/11, h '"> !hf•t ,; /11 .It,, th,1/ (.1) , ,, 1/. uNr' ( , ,; l // J, I(. /1,. , ,,, F d u'lt11 
( •) (2) a111/ (4) ql (•) rs ,1 :·ar 111, f 11 d (4 ,/Jtd (.;) of (z) !'ti,, a,J,p ( 1) ,111J (5) ,,p n/111~· tit, 
<111~11111/ /11111 { J!.l, ,111i/ ,011, 1,01:Jn1~ ,., (i; but ;''),n, ,,. " It I t ~ ..f) tJJZd ( J J thus • 

,·;~t, c•:;•:;• ..,=, :;"'I~~ t..,:~ - 1t1 I 

: ~~·;;, ·::: t:.;.:n .,N, = 1 (> L 

II shew/./ fit 11,ful /hat Jl.! 111,•, .,..1, ,n (1) r:; :.:·,s: ~:s. /I II u 1, h Fi, '2 
fln .... u111//01 m n/ 1 ha 111 Jll u ,., ,,,~, ,~·N .:~N:, '-~!N . .. 'e L :\'S 1, 111 ,d .. ll :i m ro .. t o' II 

;,·,II t \plan, 1ruJ ,:.:,:,,.:: t.:·,s~ (, I tll/11 j:::~ o·:.:·;;· i:i ,, (I) tur lh, /.11/,, I ,11/. ,, / • C. 

• /11 I , I~ ( tlu 

//, It I,"" . 
rr\ ti= 

JI! (,1) fht ·arum. 1 J!I ( 11 n_:i, 1r:i) =' ll ,, n fro,• or tit< ,J J x "I. x, : k xh <t) Jl {I) 

inJ: ::~~.:i /' ,haps ,tro.re ;, ,11 n:; c .. ~~ . , , 1,,,,1 r.=-: = • u1 . , I 1 • /, ,1, .:i::-~ o, ~ t 1) • • J) :.=t7' --~ = J, 

'and cl:111 uot (;.rcc·d1l.1) up<111'; .,, ill t t · - .;,: .~·~;, N~l ('- ;-,; ;;rec h J .Y -/I' r I th 
.,lrama,i. 1,j/1111/tcJ} t L J!.~ ~/•Ill!) drtl! ,I,{ p:;·N, .... .,i1 = ~ ;:: · be \\ t, JI' Li u It JJnt,J .,, /) ~,::;~ 

,o,~ =G\ttfHV1flHal1n'\ ',w. ...... ;, 11,,,Sl }.'';';, (/,um 1,''' or i·:3.·""' 'lO ... \\lllo,, J:fle y •I' ()I 16). 

6 ,cat 1-''1 {Hr~IJaTflmU 'W-'111" lU (1M//, ,,,. ) o~·:r, ·~. lu P.'J "':'V'rt ffptJ(I« ·V°"" = ., ::r .... ·~ l'(.1rs) :.. J. J 1/ m 
the mubt of roan} > > ,\ ~ y, ,;~"'I (i n-par,pc,~ uvr~, t: ;~.:~~ (s $ ... 'tcht, 1/111, A'~ 1 tr pos, 

t,.. .. :-:, '}!:)' I S Jll p.:l: t;,;~ :;;:;:; (i w-n, wr.~1 ff(trfl,t,q.,u.·':' (~ m.. l':: 1 I ( IIC'S', ~, 1d l':il) !:- 0 r1i:h )U 
1 

JU 111.f:, ft.· O Jl p•:;•t l111111t th• (r 1mf1µ .. .ui,11 = ) i"'.!;":~' { /rt Ill Ill\ I h •,4 r, I/) l ~• 6 'If • , n);.,lll'hQf •ai 

xo>.,,,ar }11 il'J:!'111 ,Jn,,"l ;,;•::" "l"lll ::ll:<:J':' 611/ e:; = tit, pr If ur u 1,/ / J!1 /1 1• a•;::·;:• ,, 11 a, r ; · r 
j)~:'rr = 7',Jn:!'' ,1 ,11i11llt o/ i)•:;1• /JJ /'' •II! '111 ' ,t m,rl J.fr //u "· h11s h,r, C C J.l :'':I~~-. ()I t:·:::1) ·:t , 
l!:i ""' OT/,a,/>or lL el lurtur.1' (/,u/ (', ,. I l. ·, ! loll ur I H ntr,, ', u•lt1, h 111 , tlt,11 mo'"°' l:,11 /.,. •11 u/ I Gi 
,ma <rrpoq>o, JOCTT{Xlf =) n,:i,!::i1 0·11.,, ,n .. 11rl ..,,. , ,rl· ~\111fl1tl ,11.t T('1 Is ;-::• ,.,,;, fr~;~:- .... ..,;, Ill :oh:). 

Joo/, ll~'hlfr. ·I~· 1;,,~·· Juli \it .. :,.:n;·::· n,.,;) J.! '"'·;:: :;··~ .:;; ~ ,uru O I .. ,:, ,..... ... • l!. 
implud 1,,. i,J~ :;,,:~ 1/1 19 '.l ,. -,· Jl.! c\•r n,::.:' (c:··r = he.11th· <1s ,,, Pro\' xi\· 30)-= 6 l,.,, ... >, 1-yt1a1 , .. , ll 
>>1'>' :l"li> >I.' (;,,.,. 111 !'JIil = '" , :ir 1' n ,\1 I:" 'puri;e' ,,,1r/ ,i~. fl. pm,.'= 6 ur, '""'fl'lf 
l"~P''!' (;.trp<'I' <1 '""II!, ,/, 11) R f JI! 1:,~ 1::·~:, = e:i L lllf r 1,:/,1 rrl,r , ( < "1111 Ill • :o I 1:r II lfJ JI Qt .ih<r. ,, 
n·e. 20 (c) (<l) (a) (bl 11,,,111,,1 i?:; / ,o Jl ,,11~11ds t 111 ,,J,ba •1,:! clwsa, SI.\ m m11n r ult,.!, ,,r, f<Jrlh 
dd!Tt>)'ld {;;,tj,S Ill JI .s.) 

,:s. Stretch not the hand out before a neighbour c,~ /ltrd rrn 1,1~,1 "': 'When 11,0 a.re .sim_;: t table, 
thi: t:ldcr bebam, to t' ,1 tir~t .rnd lhc )Oun1=1 r ,1ll<.:r hiiu •• ,n~l U tlu ) 1.11,,.,t r be. ,.11,. ru t lit" l:'11 i ;: ..all n l r al t"ll 
C,'f1.,il. i. 1l\3): • T he U'M':)h·r uf 1hc huu:u.· 11r~t Lci:111s tu c..u: th1 i:ul u, 1 11:lwn in.me iat\:) h,!Ju" h11, c-~.1111p!t Ulut 
last pas,mge is ci1cd by Edcrsheim.) 

19-22. :\loderauon 10 catini: conduces 10 hcaltl, 
1c..,. Surely a httle ~. l JI· J·ro\. :-..111._:;. • '1 Lt• 11;:h1e·,,u~ c.·:1tt·1h tu the ~.1tl:tf)m,,., 11( ht$ 11ud. 

choke upon bis bed. Or 'gro,111 ' ,"'·from the effects of md1gcst1on. 
20. Pain and sleeplessness.. . Cf."""· 2y 31. 



SIRACIT 3 1. 2 1-25 

lll' 2t "And even if thou ha~t bern constrained with dainties, 
1 Arise and vomit 1, and thou shalt have ease. 

22 J Listen, my son, and despise me not, 
kAnd in the endk thou shalt comprehend my words'. 

In all thy domi:s be 1mode~t'. 
And no "'mishap'" shall touch theeh. 

23 "Him that i, generous over mcatn •the lip0 blcsscth; 
PThe testimony of his gencrosityP is lasting: 

2 4 Him \I ho is niggardly over meat qthe city murmureth at''; 
•The testimony of his niggardliness• is lasting. 

(.d XXX I. (XXXCV.) 25 JI. Till' 11se and nb11u of a•i11e ( = z + z + z + 1 + 2 distichs). 

2,,; In ll'inc also' show not thyself l'alianl, 
For 'new wmc' "hath been the ruin• of many. 

1011 1C'll)l ,pl i 11 f'' ' h f1ll C' • , , , •• • • . • C' (1) (2) 

nni K>:.'"r.n1 , , , , • , , , , , , , , , . , . , .. , •• , • (3) (4) 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . ... . . .. . . ... (s} (6) 

;5 = ( 1} (,) rwtl b1• its aid (,} aw !,, 1tsl01.-d lo jl1l L"'l< Cl/ c•·n m lC' : thus ( 1) and ( 2} ar, doul,lds if 20 {a} 
t111d {b). th, 'i'1n,11J/ 111 (a) ma; br d11t lei a11 t11/011pl lo r,jin,· aw,!,. th, somtu·hal coarsr ,,prasio11 tll 20 a JV ;l) 
,,,s . /11 ( 1) nn> N~'!:n l "• opp.umllJ', a ,•artiml ef 1> mi•, 2 1 b (md). [Kole Iha! 1!. in 20 b dormicl usque 
in mam, = S ,111,I JI! (2) against 11:i (a,«n? "P"'•}] h-h Th, right ordu ifi•L zr, 22 ,'s prutr,·ed 1i1 6 a11d ;5. 

/11 J!1 2 2 c; d u ffa, ed b,(01 , 1, t111d ,1 do11Md = 1 <) a 111/nul.-d ("111!0 i)J) ~•i;:< ·, N,,,), tl111s p1mluc111g /ht o, dt1 
::= 2 l <I ,l,,116/d, :? , , 2 .! ~l l, 1 i Jl! ;i,p .,,p ,. (, 'kce1• on hoping ' (pauenlly): 'l:i- n..arJTa ~•<1mro1kl>11 : bu/ 2.f 8, &c. + 
'I'"'"" = 1!. ,urge a medio et vome (,1 co1,j1,1l1P11) • rratl i11i' C1i' (or N'i?): S 'wilhdraw thyself from lhc mid,t of 
the company' rJ ill h,1, /1,e, fm,s 1i1 11 t/011/,!, form thur _. 

,, 11Jn >Ni 'lJ JI!)::, (a) 
·,~N i•::·n n•,nxJ (b) 
•, 010 Mi'1 'lJ yo:;• (c} 

' "1Ji NSOn n•,nNJl ''II (l\[. JJ/, n) l''" ~NI (d) 

11,u. 11,r:a1i1, ,,., !1m•, d,.116/t n.1d1,1p. (c) a11d (d} reprm11t th, 11w1s10n if~ whi<h lay Ix/ore S (rtari111g 
•:!:i,r = ,-,c,o) · {a} 011d (b) = 6 k-k Rr,u/1,1,: n•, nNJ1 = Iii (so J11 (d) 011/ JI.! (b }> 1) H Jll ym: : 
6 · ctdroal' {o.,.,,,t•I> = J!l f. '.\hcah ,i. 8, u•htrr v•,s;i = 'walk humbly' 1s rmd,nd !,;· LX X <rrnpn• """': 6 mis-
1111,I,, . lo,,,/) · ;;,, J,'1:S Cf', \hi. 8 I w r. J. 1 ;,mu 4 3 c lllJS 1s oppo,al lo j"1.l"1J ' glullonou, · : L,,•1 J 111-m J1! j10N 

(· mischief' 1 · 6 opJ'WOT?I'" · S •~vii· 0•0 J!l e n> ,11 J10 = l!i ">..aµwp,w .,, apro«: S • the good eye over', &~. 
(, p. l'ru,. \ ""· 9) ".,, J11 ;,~:;, 6 ,,tAq . .S > ,,.,, J!l 1:m:i miv = 1G ( + ""} $ · and a good ,.,me,,' 
(11l(rn,, lfr) q •1 Sn l!i· a,uyoyyum r.o.>.,r = 1 "I'll jl"1' (ro Pd,rs: l,11/ i 'll fim.); )! "1)1C'l lli' 'shall be 
lroublcd in tl,c gale· [ perliap, illi:1~ i~,: ,ho,tld bt n,,d = • he that i, mggardlJ ... shall be murmured al 
in 11,c ;(,tk r r ,\<1 J!! mg. I& (+.en): Jli 1.,,1 /1o1s n11, fw n,iy-a s,11ta{ nn1r a,rr,,t,,J lir J!! mg. [.S>,• . .;q I 
, ... J!! Oll = S >6 (:5 = Cl} t-t Jll C'n'n, S '1tu: olcl (wine)' u u J!! , •:::,:::,,, · e:r .,,.,.>,.,,., = S 
\ \ /( 1,/111,:.,r ,,:iJ: ;.,•1/h S111oul (, p. (i ;o CA.1~ I C/,111. r 1/r.L w, ",.kJ] ICt1fUlllf~ ,1111/ S); Jll ltxl il:J = 6 (onl111t1ry rtad111g) 

~ a Arise and vomit. Th,s appears to rcp,cscnl the bcsl a11ested text (sec cri1ical note). The custom of using 
,l11 l'ln1·1ic .,ftt-t immv,ler.lte t,llmg w>.t~ prev.tlcnt a1uong the Romans; cp. Cicero,tU/ All. xiii. 52.. t, of Cacs.1.r: •,·,.,,uu:.;,11 
n~clut: ""'IUC ct cdal ct bibu ,;,,,.,,' ("tcd by Edcrsheam). Herc, howe,·er, the acfercncc may be simply to natural 
.,cu ,n. In S1Ji·,, 1m~ '"1MN end) on Lev. xviii. 25 (" and the I.ind ii self, omiteth out its inhabitants') the explanation is 
giv~n: 'as a man voniitcth his food' (ll1!0 nN N'i'~::i c iN::l). 

2:. be modest (as opposed to glu11onous) (see critical note). 
:3. Ihm that is generous ... blesset h. Cp. l'rov. xx,i. 9: • lie that hath a bounuful eye shall be blessed.' 
24 Him who ;,, niggardly over meat . . . Cp. xiv. 10. 

(,I() '(XXI 25 3t ( = ei XXXIV. zs-31). 
25 l n wine also show not thyself valiant . An echo of Isa., .. 22. 

new wine hath been tbe ruin o r ma ny. Illustrate from Judith ,iii. 2. Forthecxpres.sion cp. xxx. 23 above. 
Note the change of words for' wine' in the two clauses. 

.pz 



SIR,\ Cll ;n. 26 3 1 

Jl" 26 • Like a rurn~ce• which p ro\·eth •the work of the smith• 
• So is 11ine in the quarrelling of the -.cornfut• ' ,7 T Lifc-ginng water• • is wine Lo a man• . 
If he d rink it • in moderation 

b•\,Vha t life• ha th a man that lackcth new 1\ me 
4 Sccing it was c reated J for reJoicing from th~ beginning•\ 

28 J oy of heart 'and g ladness and delight r 
Is wine drunk •in sc.1son and (for) sau,factmn'. 

29 h Headache, d erision, .1nd di,hon .. ur" 
l \ wine drunk 1in str ife and vexation•. 

3 0 J l\Iuch II inc is for the fool a snarcl 
Jl d iminb hc th st n•ngth and supplieth wounds. 

3 1 J\t a banq uet of wine k<rcbuke nut>" a fri~ncl, 
1 And <grieve him not in his jo)'>1 • 

\\ WJ!lc.•~,, il~'~'CJ = :, (i(J'TuµWJ,H1t 1·1:Ju1n/(" .1nt/J_r1 'liycli1•111tl,:.:'1\.\". itll/llhfJlf Jr'~, A',\~ Qj ,.ll•h 

nU•fA' tWp~&Q~ f V pll '{.'J l·lff/llr/JIH·WP {! fS ,,, "· fl' <11plu,r 1·!:'rju/1/un,w1• U• pf.'~): ,t(tl1JO',t1h ,111.r,f.h//, '1 .S ,.0 t, \\111..- !ht• prO\Ol,·r 

of tht: ungocHy' lU h,,., ,, daubid u•1//1 11~/t'11,,1 , ,1,1!11,..:.l ·/,. 11, C'\"~ :?"'1~ , : ::• ;: ;i:.. .. i·~ :-:::;,:: :.--:•J ;•:;. ,. C' 

· tlw d1~u.·rn 111g 111,\11 J)hJ\c, work lay work (t. \t·i ,. \\01l,1, ~,, b ,uung drink rn the, ,11t,·11ll, ,11 JI I , 11r:.fu? 

.,. , R cnd1l1-:: o~n '"='' (1,a,1.;pnJiflJ: O"n. c111 I t 'i., -.,•,th S11umf) [i ,t1xa111• ,..,?, - 0''., ·:J: ,'::, = ~·,:, ~":: 
z-;c /,', 1du1_:,,r C'llS) r·:i JI.-! k\"lf·I ~'''"'' ;,,,, I,., :.:.·,,~~ ~'·n j'', " : ""' = ·, •lll , l t, "' ;;, 

(rt,. Pro,·. xxxi. 6) • •/.,I.• in ih (,!ut) l'rr,ror• ,n -rm, 1,ur ,, JI! = (i;, i. ~ .I ,I 1161.t fr• 1;, d 
f't:mrs III JI! l,xl ,1/ //,,· m,/ oft·. !b, :d11i h ·'//' ,11 I, , ,I I vdt,r I, rt , ,1J, / • /hrs : 

(10S111md)(111f,.ni,,-/,.,·f,j27rd= J1'; d .. 111,/,t(m./ef:. ,~) =Ji) <-< JII C"1'1 ;"';))I· "'.?: .. ,., ol-.lJ!' 
l'~nl .. , Nl!'II : JU' ,~il • . •• , IOi:!' ~ ·o ~i, JU •11,l • • ll: '" n</>i""'"?" niDf" -,,.,,. (ti: /11 .111 trror f, r 
...,.• llP\ '1'· 1a' C!un. lh·x. 1,,11 1

/. 11. :.;) SJ,, i''' f, l111,· !t.11 Ju., \\ ,L:-. lr«.tl•d lrn1u t., t .. •111111. 1 ll 
•1,111 ~t:,',:,i (/. jr-ll/1 = · ddi~ht' 111 l,,t, 11-1., ) e:i "°' " ,on,'? 'f''\? Ip . • , •. f',. dii. ii=' ,;,,.r:'-' ,~ Ptltr, 
reads lur,) S and trooc..l tune,;;' ~ ,:,c,1 ( m .. nJ.'l 1·~, ~ \, ~aturat1ou rnOhlUre Jo!> x'<·nu. 11 ; 

ir\1 P~. xxx1ii. ,;) e:i ,.(., icmf>'t>] nt.'f"opc,,, k b l> :1:-,~l i ll,'~ ::·~-. J S= (/"' :"':;!,·~ • \\orrnwood' / ;::, u·illt 

Smouf): e:i 1r••l"a t•·1•1, (m•I"" = ,UJI> ~//,,, 111 I.\ .\"1 .S 11,1111 pm, r 1 ~111! l,e-1 la, d 1,A/1 rmd ,f" 
c:~-i :!~) i- i ~ 03,•.:,1 i1, nnJ = [i o 't''o,,.,~'1' ,l(Ut (IVfl!'f'TWµ,n, \.:: .> i:";,:, I J J J.f ,-~=~ - -::I"" / ... ~-:": ) ;"I: --.~ 
t•p,,::, =? S (r 11lv1th·wc µfO,, OL·uo1 a: ,1,11,riJ\ U{ rrpu r,;u#'µa \ t-)1,u.,i., h ' ·•·.1rg111.tl tr 1i ,, urri:-:Ti11,-.r1 (!y) 
FJ<1rl) k-1. 6 µr, ,>..,)'~''" = r~,n i.,~ J!l ,!~t, fl•t li • ,, J,t') ,f,ut, ... ?(T',,· f1HO• ... t1'¢µ,c>(11.i .. ,, (.llro,., = 

26. L ike a furnace . . . S o i~ w ine . 'J-, urn.1cc' and I wine• .,re p.,r.1l!d Ju,• :li thC' furnace 1csu .ind pro"·c~ 
the real character of the mtt,1I f,-;old ,lnd ~1hcrJ ... o wine hr1""'~i out the real ch.nac!t·r of th~ 'scornfi...' their mhc.nn· 
p nde .lnd ,iLiousnt°!'-~ bcin.,; rt·H:.di..u 111 the qu.1rh l:-,1mt.:1h.: .. ., il1.~l i-, 1· ... , n1lt·1c,i I~ fit, 111!u1.,z, 1 • n Inn ... jti," n.:. 
Accord ing to A6flll1 d.- R,1~{,i ,\ ,1//t.m (p. Ul, ed. :-id:cchterl "ir,c 1, unr ••f three thmg, b)' "hoch a man·. ch.ir.icttr i, 
tc:,tc<l ibtbJOC.,S de.din~:-., mud1 ,, 11h:. ,md mu, h t.dk 1.. ('i ha-.. 11,,~ wrnl 1Ju· M. ll!'>t. I,~ tit: t, I 11011 ,,r ,·1 n, •rr, t .., 
(' by dipping' '1hc f'1rnacc prm•eth the temper ohtn I by d1ppi11~,· I{.\' I ~ rr'crc nee lo 1hc process o! doppm;; red· 
hot iron in water to ~"·c n temper. Scl' Ec.kr~hcim .11/ /, • 

[T he word rendered !tin 1th• rn '!C, , tu · tor;;:t. r' or' h,unna•rer 1 (Heb. :·~,~,; cp. Gen. iv. :::.} 
27. life.giving wo.tc.r. Lit. \hlttr of life•; cp. f..>r the cxpres.5,on l{c\. X:l1. 6, ,\;{.. 111ot 1n the 0. 1.1. 

If he drink it in modera tion. \ludt..:1.111011 iu thi:, ,:,1111ui~1011 a:,.,,ht·n i . "'hlc:11 ,·•·n rn R11·lnu: lHt•r.1,111rC' ,,, 
c . g. [J.-rd: eui rabb,1 vi,: •\\one drunk m J.u~e qu.mllty is b,,d f,,r the b.-:,dy; in moderation it i; i:ood.' f.dershe1m 
remark~ on lht H'T'>t'" ,,:-. ., whuk • l"Ja.:~ ... t..·111111,t•nt;,, "'-=re puJ1.1p:-. 11 rn . .1rejd at , , , •• .J \\ ht· 1 thrtt ,u 11• pr u lltiai} u • 
drinks known savt- win(' and \\ .ttrr cp. \'1 pl .. (n·ori.~. l. t1'1 tn1'' [' In rnodcrdtion ', lit I ir1 ir1 m ·"'asurc ·, or {due' 
proport1011.] 

Seeing it wa s creat e d for rejoicinl!'- l p. l's. Cl\. 15. 
28. Joy of heart .. g lad ne,s _ ls win<: drun k in "'"a~on. I 1•, T II. 1·.,, r ;r./ 'I( he I\CU r ,.'l,tl) 1 • 

d rinks m moderation, R,hl11t n 1ntn,·1 i;I. d :cu~ h1111. II he d,x.-~ uot .id n;:litly 1.tt. ,.rinki tiJ c-,tc~:s) It rums him 

(H eb. lr.:l~~O !'I:!! ~> 1m :::'O '1~1; ;cc (o\\ !cy ~eub.1urr, p. xxv). . • , , • • . 
30. Much wine .. d1m1nis heth s t nmgth . . ,.\1..uud,n,., tu./ -1,, ,t, I, •• \ ti~"'" tct.l. ~ hc1.hh:r. r•. tns • 

chap. 37) wine is one uf :jt;' \ CO t lun~:. wlud1 11 u ... c,t 1n inn kr.,thi:1 an: \\h11tcihm11.·, .m.1 it In C:\\.Cs~ .lrc hannrut "illl', 

work, sleep. wealth. 1r.1vcl, "·"Ill w.11er, and 1he letting of blood). _ . , 
31. A t a banquet of wine . . . ·i·ha:, \"cr:,c turn1~ the tr.ub1t1,111 ''.' chc f1 1ll._1'-' 111i; ~t:\.1h>~~ \\ lm h dcal:t "1th hclu, 1 •ur 

in baoquets genere1II)'. Logically, perhaps, 1t ,hould be reckonc-d "'th wh·11 lullo,,s (n1.11. 1-131. 
rebuke not n friend. (p. ,.,. 1. 
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32 

SJRACl-1 ;n. 31-32. 3 

m<SF-ak to him>m no reproachful word, 
• And quarrel not with hirr.>• • in the presence of (other) people•. 

(/1) XXX II. <XXX\ .) 1 i 3. On brlm,·10111· at a baHqHet ( = :~ + 2 + z + z + z + 2 + 1 distichs). 
1 r<Tf thou ha,t been appointed (banquet-)master, do not exalt thyself> P ; 

Be qto them as one of thLmsclves; 
Take thought for them, ' .i.nd afterwards' be seated. 

i !)upply •their needs', and •afterwards' rcclme; 
Thcit thou mayst n•joice "on their account", 

, \nd •1ecein· considcrauon• ''for politeness"'. 

3 ~ Speak, 0 cldc:r l for it is thy privilege' : 
• But be discreet 111 understanding•, and •hinder not• songx. 

(HiM·:::·~ ~i'IJ\n, t..<N, 0 .\'111, 11,/ Ill UI .,·o 6 s u 11 S,i $ = 10]) ;i~ri , ~, : 6 ,w, µ11 Ol'T'tU, 8'>.,.Jt!,~ = ? i ;,::1~·1.·n ~~l 
t~ JU Ill~. c,N •:J "J'J:' = .$ [i o o:rmn7au: /,11/ :! 18 u, o,raa"tiJ<rn <WTOV su.fgtsls rorruplt',;11 '!f fH' nn<111TlJn'"' 

ml!,,.,,,..,.= Jll m, i>-rlinca uhima folii cleesl (.Stra .. f) eli '71'n., .. ..,,. a, ,au'"1]aav; I'? crrmpov = (Ptl<rs 1\:1/ 
t:'1'1 l \111, ml) ~i;•;;,n s~ ,,~,' !: .S ( ,$ + ,lntJ al lhC l1eaU Of thC ncl, tlO 110t sit d0\\'11 ' ; //Jts 111<,Y bt ll to/ I llf'/ 

:·ar,;1111 r/ .,, 11 .::lo , ""• //,. fiut /m, It 111,n hm·r sfO<Jd i11 II~ Iitb1. Jl/S.) q-., So J!! ;:, ; eli •• a.ra« (Im/ 
S 1.iX>o) r-r 5io ~ /1 ,I ~ 6 ,c-m ol'Tw = J!l mg j'JJ, {t./1. xiii. 7) .,... So lU S: bu/ 6 T'J., xp<m1, aov 
(S,1h > uo,) 1 l J!I ,r~1 : (i !: > 11

-
11 (i ~ ""'"" = D'11J)IJ J!! 011:i:::J m their lionour ': S ' in their 

lmc rnd ' (ron r.;t /. ;111n11nJ 'in their JO\' · JO .S111mrl) ,-,· J!! ).:\:> N::•;, (,p. l'rov. iii. -I: J lO ) JW! jn N~'Ol 

• an,! fin,! fa,our and goo.I reput,· '). S111·11d lhi11h , ::::;, l,,u co,11r III fio111 , ·. 1; possibly ;n <1r ion should lt rrad 
/·r ~:.:• lur, l!'i ,rr«/>m "' = ;,,::i: ;:, · honour = 11JJ. ~ ltt l,t,r s11.::,:,· ·ts ~J\, " " ~ ,010 ;,p = 6 ,c,ou~""• 
,c;n1u,, S:- at 1alilc · (. mi, ,1diJ1~ JO\t.J /1-" ,c,~) ,-!( L J l,uf1J1g 111 S >-> }ll ,, Nli1 \:l = 6 1rµfr.u 

;,o1 ",, • • J1,I ~:;;• i:ism. J!1 111;:. n:i> J1llinl = :'lhcah \'I, 8 (111 /'!III J1')S1'1 = '10 hide. ~cep m the 

l':lt h,.:round •) ei o• mcpc.in ,1r,,1rqµ~J = ?;::.:,, l,')~·,iJ (..i.18 rv ll<pt in·_• ,..,,r <mVTrJµ']r), </ X\ 1, 2J •-1~ G fJ'] 

31 Speak to him no reproachful word Cp. ~, iu. 18, xx. 15, xx,i. 22. 
in the presence of I other) people. Lit. • 0£ men' (:!"N ' JJ1. The rendering of Ghere (' by asking back a debt• 

with a dcnund fur rcp:i.yment I dcptnds upon a corrupuon in the I ,,eek sec criucal nme. 
i/, , '\.\'di 1-1, I [i .\.\.\\'. l-lJI. 
1-3 ['he h.rnquct-rn.1·,tc1 should swch not hos O\I n dignit)', llut the comfort and con,cnicnce of the guests. 
1 If thou hast been appointed fbanquet•Jmast~r. i. e. r,q.11r1.H1i,,,,,o\- or 01,,\'-'"t'ut>.11,"{: cp. John ii. 8. The 

reftrcnrc is to th· ,umptum1' banquets \lh1ch \\ere given by \\talthy Je\15, and conducted according lo the rules o f 
u, ,ucttc ,;,ner.illy ,r 'kno"kdgcd by the polite ,udety of the time (<,red, ~r Roman). The ''l'~""i'~'""' was apparently 
:lpp?intt!ll en her Uy lot or <:kction in such c:in lcs. The ru1cs g«n crnin;; his conduct • rc.:gardi11g the 1n,·itauon and 
~c.rnn;: of the g uests, 1hc mi,m~ of the "me and the sening ol the dishes ' , as also the method, of procedure to be 
:idnptcd b)· the cook and the serrnnt ol the hou,c (C"f::'), • \\ere no Jess Mrictl) ob,ened b) the Jews than by the 
(,reek, and Romans' ( 1-:ohler m JI, 11. 497). ..\ , avid account of the more luxurious banquets o ( this kmd, such as 
"·ere ):l\cn by \\talthy heathen ;ind even Jew,, i, ,ea forth in l'h1lo, /J,· ,•1/,r ,r,11/rmpl., §§,, , i, (r:p. /1,!N, xii. 761-764 ; 
.,lw \\ i,d. 11. 7 f.). The l{ahhis often u1t1·1ed w.,rmngs against the d.1ni:crs of such banquets, and 1.ried 10 guard 
:ii;amst the worst c,jl, lly insisting on cii,cussions of ::>cripture, sacred songs, and the prestncc o f students ofthi, Law 
at such gathering,. llen-:,,ra·s ad, ice 1s less tmged with rigorousness, but insists on a standard of good manners, 
re, rc,mt, and con>1dcration for the guest>. He ob\lously has m mind banquets where ,uch sundards were not 
ol,5,ene<. 

Be to them . • ,$ .ldds a clause here" hich 1s probabl)' not genuine; see cnticnl note. 
Take thought for them 'Th,s, ac.ording to Plutarch t l'olltt~. ,i. 11), would refer to the nature nnd quantity 

o( the '""~ to he gl\·en 10 each' (Edershe1m}. 
be seated. Hebr. :i1::in. This ,erb (1n the Hif.) is used in llli,hnaic Hebrew in the sense of' recline at table' (lit.? 

• •urrm.nd 1hc t.,blc ·,. hut c.locs not occur m this ,cn,c in Biblical Hebrew. (In \ hshna,c Hebrew J[?i;? ~ 'banqueting 
c hUl h I 1hil11 i,1j>. ,, t. § 6l dc:,cribes the couches used at a luxurious banquet thus: 4 Couches, both for three to recline 
upon• .md wl11ch ... -xtcn<f all round1 are manufauurrd of tortoisc .. shell ur i \ 'Or)'• and of the more ,·aluab1e woods: <ind of 
them mo,t parts are inlaid with precious stones. On 1hcm are laid cloths of purple with gold inwovcn, as well as others 
<ly« "i1h diw rs brirln colours, in order to a11,ac1 lltt <)e.' 

::. And rc..:t:ivc consideration. e:'i ·~md rtcci\f;! a crown', which has been supposed by some (olderJ commenutors 
to trn1· .ma n:frn·ucc to tlw cm,tom, common at 1111· drinking·panic:, of (~reeks and Romans.. and perhap.5 known lo 
tli, I l,·l11C\\ ~ 1<.f. \\ i,d. 11. 8: 11

~. xx,·111. 1-5 ,, of the i.;ucs.t, crowning thcmseln:~ with ~arJ.1nd<:.. .Fr1tbchesccs a reference 
tu ., .,qpp, .. t:d c U'-loln of cro,\ nin~ the suci c:,sful 1y1ujmsi,11·d1, which, howevcr1 lac.::k!t uttc:,t~tion. In any case our text 
probably did not read 'crown I originall)' (sec critical note). 

for p01itene"•· er. xxxi. 17, • for m,rnnns' sal<e' (same Hcbr. word, ,c,-,}. 
3 -<,. ThL cider should not obtrude his • wisdom • in an unsea,onable manner; music and song also have their 

ri.;ht' ,t , banqu<l. 
3 0 elder. The I lebr wore.I - hl. •grey-head'; cp. ,•iii. 9, xhi. 8. 

b" discreet in understanding. Vr kcq, th) '"sdmn ,n the background (see criucal note for meaning of the 
Hellr word), 'l>o "'" play the sage "hen others a re laughing' (Edersheim). 

4?4 
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Jl' 4 b In a p lace o f music pour not forth tall:' ', 
• J\ nd at :111 u n~l:lsonabl<.' time• ' display not thy wi§d omd 

.~ "' \s a signet- -tone: of carnelian' •on a neck lace' (~) of gold• 
h Is .a concert of songh at a l,an(Jut-t of wine• 

6 IJ «:;curngs of fine g olu and a ' NI of c.1.rbunclc• 
Is th<.' :sound of m usic kwith the pleasancc of wini:-kf. 

7 1Speak. 0 ynun~ man, mif thou art cornpcllc,1"' 
" Tf thou art a sked 1\1 ice o r thrice••. 

8 ' 1 Sum up thr .. pccch•·. ·•,ay much in liulc'· 
',\ncl be like' one that kno\\clh .lml c 111 krqi ~,lrncc". 

9 A moni:; ddu~· '.-1,,u t not thrself1• 

'' ,\nd ply not •, minent pcr,on,• ovt•r111ucl1 ". 
10 In frn~t of wh.lil" ~pc-cdc th the light , in(:, 

,\nd Ill front of•the s ham, fa,t • s pee,kth f.tvour 

rµnr,6',, ,,, = w. . II, ' ' ... ( r 1t1.rl XII .! .. :i.; ( /; " ~· 1 1, ~ ht, a ,Ii ,, I I Ii rt ,. ... :,. .. 1c::r. ~~ ;··~ :;,--:: ( I ) 
r•::, ;c::·n '.'i') ;t~••:, ~"':l (.:) {. r,•:_:• 1 5:~';i !.,N .,, ...... :~:-,•_;J __, ii (v:: v Uttf~I·"' ~). J !: = ~ I ~ c J.l 
nv (tu. ~SJ1) "t~· '-" -.,11 ,,.·"·, ~ 1 11!, :::-;-n -·: f: l'h 111, 11, ,: ,> ,. 

1 
/,r " 1 ,, 111/ (1., /111rr). 11111r: j"ii ;,;"'~··: )i: - -::· ~~~'"": ::ir :•; , .. c -~~ .. ;•: ( /j r •-:,: I '<Od. X'<~, 22 
.ni/. ti 1111 cn,r::i ti li , S 11 ,,1 ' ) A• l1i1,.. =-i•~ en~-= · <.t ~ 11,1a•oc • J!1 :"';~ :·! ~;· , ,n,,i 
,f : •; 101 1 / ' i!) 111,u, ~-r C": ;,.,.._. - ~ i t, l!.t -·:.:• :.::::::": ii ., , •, •µu µ. , . , , )!J ••• , • : !\ '"'•:;• 

• di,int ~Oil:! = ~) II '4: ! 111 JI,,• In,, //. !,, , I 1/ 1 /r 1.lt/ /.,• , 1 •• 1r,.,11J 1~, /,,u) .._ 1,,,/, ,, I m_l 
/, ..s I j l!J r--.,: cr~j~ ·::. n,~,,·~ , (j Jr I } 4t, ~,, roa.-uacr,m-, , ~l U(t) ur:fiJA'11( a.,,,.,111,.& ~ c~; .., •. 
::-r,~n: f'i ,cp ,,ru mi ,~· ~ ' dor · (, \ ~ :\ dlo1 .. of ,..old :u! I J?'l'l11 ... nd 1-rncr .• Jil, ,o .. rl 1' "' 1' u d at 
,, banqurt of\\ 1111. rt; / 11 j!.I : ,:n u,I: : ~"- :i:"':!"'.) ; ·,· ~·~· ;'!•,:, r::•.~.· -,_ ... ,!',-, -I"<" , ~ ~ .. 

I - - ' ' ~ - j _., _ , - o - · : -:, 

J-I f'. i :t.·t111/u1,J., I 'I fi: ~ "'::':~ - • ...,> OS ~ \:• u ,, ,,, n CTnl fl IJ Jl ~"'s:.." c~ ::·;-~·· ::I'"::.'~ ~•.-: l'i poler 

i,{ rn~· (fflp~r~O.?r = l~~::u ~~ ::'!)t'~ ~~r.! (' J ;(I, , 1 al the 1110'-1 •,, in· 1f 1h o· ,l ( "'- , ,, I 

n .~1 /J/: ... \.11u 11d 01111 -·""l:?. p nr,,~;~ fl, '.'<C 101 1,1d I.:, p :.:·"":"' o·-:~·c > • 1,\ c o"' 1hr cc: A ~l,,t th 
r,t1,, ruu11 . rlr, I J , • "' r1.,111/u1 ... Ill $ I , , tli ct :.J,n\n, wqov Al'1')' "-= ---·:s ,:..: ''"' n I .,. ~-=~ .... "= 
' ' tin,,I ,.1.1111g · l!l :,::,.-- :JJ,":l =' 1ml m~k. I k / ', I) c-f •ru h 6 (f,, /1 A 'r', , \A~ I 
r(,tr/111,4, ~;:1;J .\', l.ccht,r) r r lt! ~ ;--;,\ {j yu·u ~ , " t 1' 1n '111 t h,1 ('ltl~r"' 1111d ,11 t,,u :. • c 1mrt nt .- nor 
(· prtll(t.S C'""I::•) ~ /I IIH/>os,t • f (i tµ,; unm•oa.a,, ,111 / ;•i"""'~ In,, 1r t'/ ,, ' I 11 d,,, O" •f• 
(' bella\'c llOl .1..:; ti···1r q11 .. I' R. \ ) t,,t N 1!. (t ,um ) •lnt -r"'' '" JV :w;r~ ;:,.: ~ \ l1 G c , 
tT•potiAt)'Ono~µ_tJ rr,,h.\nu,1, , o.-,u,hN/ 1!.11 b1 ~:n1s or.u1 i''fJ~a,,-,, (i'p :18on111 ~')''""' !. /II" ,- J. c-,1111~, 

\-\· f'. IO :t ·a111,11: , ,, ~ Jl.J /uJr ,, 01 d tic 111,/~ /01111 .l ,th !tr • ~, ''"''· • I-.; ::·,J ( -.}u 1.ef ,1 ') u'J / :<::, ( (. , rite 
,~·-· ., )!} - 11 ( ..:. , , It. m): iA rrpn :i,.N•lf'f'J, t , · ,, l. ,., , 't, , d r,, "'' \ O '!t 

Q'rfT.\Ll'TIJJHII JV :;·,.:: \"' 'tlrtr111/ h s~,) 

song. 1.t' . sml,.'m~ .1c or1 >.1n1e<l hy m1 11 

4. l n n place of nlta"iic, 1. r•. 1t • rntt·rt tr ... (\l'i « ,,iuµu). l l•t <' t'f' rnmcnt I t'•t· ~ mtc • •a• ,, • 
apJl:lr<.ntl ~ inth<•m, ir mt1§C'1l \1 ~ I rni rnstrumt.nt1J lr lo f •\\cd.,t tl r"n{.JMon ,ft b.,n, Hi;:,thcn 
lnnquet~ mt •ulctl a lso tt thb ,cum pc·rforrr.1nc<'~ h) Jr\tCf "'Of)' It c r ~ 1n i. ro us 

a t an unseasonable time ••. ( p. for the~'- er ,I crit r·nt /J 1 ,I., , ,. •" ,.,.d, •ore sh. n t rcJml.c 
:imnnb th11:,...1· "hn are \\l·,·1nng, .X: c. l'hi~ is t 'lc rule. One ha I not h,\\ ,. I -r nl rnnc "II um l~ c • f.. fncnds. 
,mi I ol p< upk in ..:c111 r.:il ,lllHHl~ " hum he 1s ' 1 an .. tft.: H n1 c to M>Cl,il g.11tu:ru • ), 

S As a signtt·•lone- of carnelian . . . Cp l'n ,. "'" 11. 
(,. Settings. Cp. I xod. ""''"· 17 ,rnd w. 
'1 13. 1'he ) '11u1 , ·,l)uli. be nw<, st .mrl m 1t ~lf ... 1ssr.rt1,·c re 1 ~' tfol t I ""It clt.lcrs, nnd not undu) t2.:.:J11,r 

\\'ht·n the tank n1mt ht·y shnult.1 rt:turn 1·nrn1· <!1J1t.: tly .. ,rnd ff'OI< mh<:r t"'c <! )' of h -u,.', 1 t'SS t l X 
7. Speak, 0 young nttut, if thou art compellc..-d ... Fur the J.:'C"ncr 1 nt mcnt o( t ht' H ™ c . /J1r,f rr t :111,, 11 

(bq;innmg : Stt oc1ore th" cldt'r,,.md le t t h111e ea•s b e me '"" 10 their "ords. Be not h.&sty m 11- -..crmg .Jo 
nol ·•peak m the ire .t·nce of one '"ho ,s c rc·att r th,m \·ou ·n \\ ltd,,. • 

If t hou :irt ru.ked twice or thnce. 1. , cnl)' spc.1k alter rr:,r1tcc' \lla11ons; or 1he clause may run 
'(Speak) .t the ,no,t t wi, c if thou an asked ' 'sec rn111 .11 ~ote {i • rcnJcrcd by K. \ '\'e1 surccly ,r lhCXJ be •v.ic, 
asked' ( .;1mc Sf:n~t ,,s tcndetmb ;tJoplcd in tcxL 

9. A mong elders tor • crmncnt ones',..,,. cntir.11 notd nasert no! thyMclf ( p. Job=~ 6 u1<. 7 ( • 
pl y noL v1. " th <jUC•tions. The H·rb p,::i I h.1s the m, ,n,ng r•I · lo wury' ' I rouble' in lal<,r llcbre" 

10. l n front of hail . . . I lrul as well as thund, r ,s msc p.uable from hgh1nmg our •rxt says: but 1he hghtnmg ,. 
s w1her1 ,mcl 1,;. 1·1 t; , , L n ;c1 lh t 1.uu11r ,q, " .. ~ n t • 11\t-lJlfl." 1 l~ ·· l, t\ .rtll 1p.u""' hi nii·· 1he 1 
1Smend). The n·: _.t. rt:.11.:, hkc n prO\<.·rb. ' l11c 11t h, \l\t h rt:111!1,· l'il h.&~wn· hth i\':: r.nt'uitJ: • 1 11,sp-\, , •• 1.ul 

,,.., ·P5 F I 
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J!l 11 >•,\t the lime or departure• be not last, 
Depart home •and linger not•; 

1 2 1';\nd (theic,l \\hatso~ver cometh up in th} mind, speak\ 
• 111 the fear of Gud .md not in foolishnc;,,, ' 

13 d And for all these thing-• bless th}· i\laker, 
\\'ho sat,sficth thee 1, 1th H1, bounty. 

XXXII {XXX\"1 q 1;. (a/ '/'lt,·.,:,,d:kan·11ga11dlltcs111f11!111a11: ,1co11trasl(=2+2distich,). 

t 1 •'I!,• that scckcth r Guel ,1 ill n,ccivc discipline, 
,\nd he tlut rc~o,tcth to llim dili~ently !>hall obtain ~favour!•. 

;w, o,::>l 1n•.::i, ,u::: ( 2) i ,nNnn ,N , p::o n11J (,) 
: ,:i, 1:i;, ))I n;,y CNl ( 1) ' o•i::,., n:i,n ;>N in;,::, ni:.::i (3) 

:,:i ,on::i N,1 ;,i,: ni-:,·:i (6) I iw, o;,::,1 1Lll'J);, [ iuo] (5) 

( r) 'Al the ~ppoinlcd time linger not (be not l"'t); 
t>} llepart to thy home and a~complr,h (th)) "ill. 
I.I l \t t1blc-timc mult1J1ly not words; 
{~) llul if anything come, up 111 tl11ne heart, s1,cal. 
(;;) Dcp.1rt 10th) lwu,e and accumplbh (th)) w,11, 
(6) In 1hc fear or Go<l :ind not in fooli,hness' (J? [or ;,::,). 

I!, dm, no/ ,,,nt;ni::t (.3) and (4). uluch 7 $ of<' 11 ,u-1111,11/y: (3) i.r a :1111;1111 o/ (1). ,;,!lo and ;n~::i /,,i11g 

,urn//1r.ns ·;( :lu ··,111,m/s i~!l'J ,111,I 1)1~:7 (so ~·111,11d). Snu11d ,1dopls (~) ,is th, /111, /,.,/ o/ 1. 12 a · ulul, 
/'(lo , jvll"u·s ~ ,,,,,, cnrr,d• 1/ 6;· (;;} ..... R,t1,l111g i~!lO nl/J 11:i "' "'P~ ,e,y«po, (/111/ ll. surgend, = (U>"1TTOU(OI< 

( m. ,llr.\. p.,, d. ii ; n6) . 1tad111;: ,y 'l:r ,:, strm1d11rJ. J!! /n I ii'!l'J nv:i = · al tht· t1111c apporntcd' n-• Q;; 

""' I'? ''°o'I'" = i-:,nn ;'l(l (Gen. ,.111 1) ill j1';'1 o,w1 ?/r••/11 (i;): bu/ Smmtl lw/s ""' l,-1, So J!l (4) a/,a;•( 
(mu/ S111,11d). 11:i "" ,ro,;, •• , ...... n .. o,,l'~l"'rn O'OI'. 1h1s f'<Jt//y c,,rrt.r/Mds lo Ji!(.;) ab(!1.·t . ,orrc<lt11g I!) '1:i 
Prlo s rr,zds : p~i o~:;;1 pn':;• cc• c-c .\,, }l! ( r,) aboi·, ror, a/111,: :,:i "' wd lo :,;, · 6 •m /"I uµap,.~, ~"Y'I' 
,-r.,,,,,<1,m·!f, ,;, , 11d,11~· n:..:ur.:J N~' ,,ud icnJ ,1-J W. i"I~~ ):l- ~VI 6 Km ,m ""l rtu, (hul 1!.. eL ~upt·t lib ommhu~) 
e·e 11,, ,.:0111111, /. xi nf /hrs uru runs 1i1 J!l thus: : ;,i.·•J l':JI' 1;iincic1 1 iOl!) np• :>1< :;i;1, Tlus 1s prt((d, d !,r 
" ; ,1ru111/ ,dud, /1<1. p~, fa, iOlO 111 lriu , • mrd 1'11'(! as /111, 2 JI! '!f 1·. 15 b; 1/ 1s fi1ll01l'fd ~1 a110/ht1 r11r1,ml 

:1•l1id1 111m • ; ln~!lT\J li"llll'l ni') njl' ~N '~!ln :;,, 11 ,.,. 'lie 1ha1 ~t-ekcth tl11np pleasing to God ,1ill recel\e 
di,ciplinc, and I k "tll a1h,1w him in his pr,1yer' [flus= S s11bs/1111l1oll>· • 'h..- who bceke1h 1hc ~·. nice of God 
Tt"Ct'J\t·lh m,truclron' ,111\I \I hen Ire prny.:th 1,dure Him I-Jc h~an·th him']. Iii /Jt1.1: • q,n;Jo.,.,.o, •• .,, ••. .. a.e<Ta, 
"T.'u,t·wr· icu ,,, ''Pf},,,;ol"fn llP7J<Tov<11P u,do<co11 1- : 6 o </>o#l')U1£HOS" (."/rom :•. 16). W. ci,,, R-~ Rtnd111g ;,s:, 

nw:in, • 10 mak, tmlli,mt' in xlin. S, 13 (" here it is similarly rendered by 11'.i : see cntical notes"" /11<.): so here 1t might 
I>< r, ·ndcrcd • fl,oshcth' · 1 n front of the hail ftashcth the lightning, and Ill front of the sharncfo,1 Rasheth fa,•our '. 
l"Prof. Sd1c ·htcr :-.ug.4t-~t~ 1·ru1 ; cp. l l..::ings xx. 19 a:1' be urgent'; but thc"ord ts a doubtful one. A common mean111~ 
of n~: t'!.- •tr1 be \JCtorious'.J 

, •. In the fear of God nnd not in fooli8hnes:s. J!l tc.xt ha, 'in tbe fear of Ciod and without lack of anything•, 
'"·hich ma,) Le a rcmin1~n·ncc, as Schechter ~u~gcsr.:., of P!>. :\xxi\·, 9. • 0 fear J1h\"eh, His holy one~: for there is no 
bck ,::in~l to ·ht.·m tlur f,·ar Him 1 : but ~c criurnl note 

r .,. And for HII these things bles, thy Maker I hrs, auonlmg to Schechter I II 'm/<111, ,f Jk11-Sim, p. 321, 
imr,lies the i,"titution <lf 1,r<1ce Cl\cr food (j)i')il n:;"1J), which \\as undoubted!>· very old; it was, of course, based on 
l>cut. \i1 1. 10. 

Who sntisfieth thee. I .ii. who ,aturateth thee' (1li~i"I/ ; cp. 6 (,...8ua<ov,a u,). 

X:\\'.11 14 XXXIII 31 (-1!:i XXX\. q-XXXVI. 160 and XXX.25-40). Here a new section of the book 
1>1.:1,:m,... ·1 he 111,un lln mt·'t th,ll en1t:r,.~c 1n ll 4ne: ( I ) \\ b<lom aho\t .tll d~ con:.1':)l~ in fotc:.ibht .~g.un~l d,mi:;rr. The 
11111iru<k·11c;c uf the un..:o<ll)' m.m is- the rc:,,uh ur pndc. ,md the blindnc» so en~cndcrcd: the pious man, on the other 
h.11u..l. tiud~ 1lu: ai,.:hL p,lth hy :,lUd)' of thl• LH\ ;rn<l ~•ttci:uion tons teaching (x>..xii. 14-x\.XIII. 6 - 6 xx~v. 14 - xxx\·i. 6): 
f:!J ,1 j11'/lot1ti, -ll1011 ,,{the ,lp1.Mrt:nl ,1rlJitr,,r1ncs~ of pi0\'1dcnti~1l c:hmcc txxxiii. 7-15 = (i XXx\·1 • . 7 I SI; fJ) an appeal to 
1hc rul1:1~ .111d ,-::uicks ol the \k.:Ople tu l1Mcn (x:..xin. 16 1~ - 6 x,xvi.1611, xxx. 25- 271. All tlu~. as !:>mend point~ out, 
i:, mtrodutc••r) to the lt'adun~ th,\t follow..., on r,,, the impnrtancc o( maintaining independence (".\.Xxiii. 19-23 - e:i- x~~. 
28-32); and (b) on keeping ,13,es and subordmntcs in order (xxxiii. ~4 31 - 6 Xltl<. 33-40). 

<., xx,11. 14 171 ,xx, ,.i , 7 ,. 
14 And be th11.l .-e1>orti:th to Him diligeoUy. . • C11, ,mu, ,~ • 

. p6 



S I R,\C I I a~. 15-19 

JI" •5 hH e that scekcth out the T.aw 'shall gain her' 
I Hut the hypocritcl slul! be wared tht:,cbr..'. ,r, klTher thatfcar Jah\'l:h di,ccm Jlis judgcrncot•, 
• ,,nd elicit guidanc<' from the darknl'!>S"'•. 

17 n f hc man of violence• 0 ,Hestcth reproofs•, 
"And fo1ccth the I.aw to suit his ncnssit) •· 

(b) XXXII (XXXV.) 1X .q. /",rdlt,,11glt1brfi,r,·11c1i,w (== z+l+1di,tich,J. 

18 '1' \ wise man will n_ot conet·. I 11mlcrst,111<.l111g•, 
And a scornu' "1,111 not rccnvc instruction • 

19 • \ \. ith out couns,·I carry out n11thin·~ 
~And after the dc..:d ", • rue it 111~; 

(:f'. Jirrl • r1r11111/ .'~' Jlt) = (; tt•l1>ic1av (1!. b("nc,lict oru:rn = n:\.trytnJ, ~ ft\/ i"::.u; ':in answt'r • h--b ... 15 
mm/11~( "' S ' , S., j!/ (:>J"''~'). e:; <pr.A?oO~"""' '" T , i· ill ,~:i,.--:1 (q. l'rov ~x,i. 18. ' is ~ rr 1dr n '1 
e:i •a• o \1f<t,('1.>&rnµu•,or k-lt J!l h,rr lh,r .,. r'" •11 lu f TJ!J~ ;1 111,:11/ run :,,9:1""~· ~:.: ~:"': ,;,: • """ •:re-,, 
: ~~~.._, is ·>r n 1Ji 1111 r,,:::::m)-= ~ 1 N ./ •,·· ,. .,, ,, ,fJ,t f; 1 ~.,,.., ,,,.. • " ,. ,. ... 

<p,,.n (J!!' U~:!~J j'J' " ' N"'I') m-, ]I) t<'>'I' ~;;';') nl~l;:~rl (/, 1:,t'o'1'), (i !al {11Qt"1wUTC. 1 r[otot'C711 
V ,1 /ru , n,/. n/ J!.! . ,,,. po ,II' , ·a,/w, ,n·,~ :;::•i:i) .S = J!l r1,111/ ( rt t16 u), u l,1 I, m,1} 6t II o/ llu 
m1.,:,11a/ lO' jidr,1;,l11ose 11 ,.,_ ,/ ) :J ''rt} ,,- ,,, ::·~;~fi, :- :;•;t;) o D /,1tu/,, :,-:~ :,,N = 6 
~pwrro~ OJJ?PTwXo, ~ o::n c,·~ = s Jtl n,r.::,;, :-u, = ~ ,u)ou ,A,,.fl ... JI e rr1 roar• 1111':J ) ~ ··cc.1lr-th 
mMrucl1on r,-p JU: ,,iln 1i:~' lJt> ,n:-,n G .C,U 1rnrn T'O 0,').'}>Jfl tnTOV ( =, ,,,~, .,r":!<\) fLfJ'7ffll \.l"4? 't''P'(T•fl. 
/. , ,).. u,u [Sm,111/ j) "'·,...~KJ''>"' $ J.nd . 1 <1roing LO IH':i "111 ( = ~) uukelh Ins ,, :n ' (l11J I. ~...,~"\1.:,.; fr ,-;~·:< 1 

~..,I J! /,a,lhir u:111/1,r _r,.,,,. ii 111/I,, 1 .1/mrd 11r111/I, ma,;;11111!.! J!.! Jim!.\ rrJl,•II/J.,r,f. 11ns) 
c:in ~ ·N = .S ; \Iii a•?P ,.:Joo~~• ( = ' , ~11 ~-:-: Sm, nt r 1,I,) R 1d1111; ~=~- -:,:· K" \ "1tt1J) tli o, ,.~ 
:ra11•aD awvo'lµ.n {a,o .. oru.1C1, = l..,:",.!•) Jt,11 ,i•:: n ,o:r N"" . Jl! -::;-:;• ... ~, :<t, lt m_,~ • ..,:~ .. ,.. ... , S~ :6 • \\ uot le \\'C 

\I isdom II hen 1l IS l11dtltn' ( " ,,,11111, rrop,~:, w1//1 /ll l t•t R ,I, rll r:, ,11111 JI li ,~. pwr ••• -,r,p,1>aN•I 

(1111. ltddlJ~~ i t '1 i:) = j'~1 i : (ll1 
t11Jd }J 1/ll.r.) /,u/ ri. rn, 1/; '/wt j"l/l,t•t (r;' r -.=::-•) IIIJ,',-. ... ,.t/t 1/:ul ~ 

If a.11 add1J, ,, · th, .,,,. f•l'..J.. ht "' It 11 ,t·IJ/j , :, t ··,) • -c 1'.'t 111 ""I .. •:, r:~ :,c) (,\m 11a) 
J!l m., m,-o ni'' N> , l!!' ,n in ,•; ::·• N" l!l 1;·~;', i •;::" N~ S Ci: ,oran?J - ! ."';""'': nr• N' 

(J ·onuph"" if i"\"'lln n;-• N>) f'tl,r , .1,t. 11iu , ~::::• ,:,.::r N~ .:: r :.:rx .1 ,.,se man doth not <'.i,S<cmblc" : ': 
m !,ii<' 2 h, /r1!1<71.t·s )lj • and ,1 ,cunu ~u.uol 1h no hh 101,;..11• Al ·11,/ { • 18 li ~ ••• 1,.,,,.., ff°'?""'>"' 
nvrov cu,,u /;:Jov~qr (bu/ jO 1;,:; >; and N,t-a 111,,rr /lie ~t',J·,.1 ,l'tlh •. 1-•• 11Jt); //1 1Lc,Jr lb1,, 11rtstr1 /rem 
l1C<JYrth0ll c:f 19h, riv /hiJ'.$"111,/t/1 l Ii·/ 'IIU {mn•,°i•Jl.\'1' ,r1>4flh 11 I IQ.1) 'i. 1:.thJTlltm fih 
'"'-W I ii. 1 and after thy du·d 1

: JU ,,::,:~ 'it"::-c,. (i ,t:d.l U, "'!"' r.011~(.11 r# : .~ 1,fj > c,) "' ,.a, ,-no ro ffCl-l'l'("CU 

( (r.>111 t11rf o/frt,'INIS :ers,) = 1!. t;t Jl(],t f. l rt t 'J!.! 'l'S'~rr, ~S 6 JA'l pfrn~t">.f't· (.j,11T l.t rn lltd /• 18 /Ji11 

15 He that s.eeketh out the La w s hall gain hc:r. i I'· I\. 1: l tw "-,llllt' I It :-. u, rd ·~·~\, , h I u ,.. 
.,nd l!:r renders in Loth p. $,~:, • hill lw rilkd '· JI)" ·,c,kini:' 1,:''11 1 the L rn i< prohautr mc1nt 1n,·cs11gJ1ing ,t 
lscarchmg out Jt n1c ning; cp. he tcchm:al U!!1 (,! the Hrh ::-ii m this ~cnsc 1n l1tcr I c ru,, aJ5., :;•1 .... ~1 lp. 
Ps.nix. 45. 

the hypocrite. i. c the 11 ,,o \\ 1'0 not n c,1rncst J.bout the l..i" nr Is folfi1rm•nt, and "t:, tht:rt'1orr or: y 
pretends to he interested. Only u \\hll 11,\C th<.' J.a\1· ',\1JI d ·sCt.,\cr1:s .t:crcts; ... p. John ,i1. 17. 

16. They thctt fear Jahvch di~cern lhs Judgement. I. p. Pr,iv. xx,"'· 5. 
And e lic it g uidance f1 om t he dnr-k1h:~.... h1w~,?l· ,..., ,1 ' ut', "!l ... ·n,'1 1 \ 1 11 ' ,I) r ti rr,thl 1NI "' 

it,\\ ill pron: ,l hcaorn illu111111.L1 in;: du· ,! 11L.:1t ...... o( Lh ·" 1nm .1,·~ I 11 .. ~1fi;). ,o h,1 .. ~fl • ,..,.t.:•h;J~ lh:-ti•!:,,lf I l11t 111 
mind tht 1::rc-.ll lig:luhuu,c ol 1'11.11"~ uff \h , .,11J11.,, \\ ha.•h lit• m ,y h.t, 1 11, 1·r1, I tJI the h.iL.t c., l'ru\'., ;_; I,. u.1,. 1C15 

17. The mnn of violence wrcsteth re proofs. l p. );Xi. 6. He \\Ill 1cc,pt no ~uidi"lr~ 
A nd forceth the L a w t o s uit his nccc»it y :,.,, 1!.!. T11 (; ,,,; ....... 11v~. :::::.:---:. 1.1 ', .. f 1:

1 

Inn .. 
origin31 forn1 6 may hnvc su~;::L'stcd (re.'ldin1 i'A •,,,, tor ~· ,,;du"t. • • wd wilt dra.; JUstii.."'e tu !Ult has ,.,IJ.t 

(/,1 :\:\Xl t.18:.1 ( i!:i ,:\X\ 18 04,. 
1l>. A wise ma n will not conceal understanding. A nd n &corner . lluc 'rnnec,I' ,,pp.,rt:nt.!) •'let~ 

conc<.·aled ', let he donn.1r1t; .1n{l tlu.: \l.'.r3i.· •. , ..... 1 "lml,· ···t·· .1, "l mi .111. tlu -.,~st 01.1n "ill t11kc un.:: r I d1.0J\il!I' "h•I 
cour~t: b <lcm.,ndc<l hy pruJ,n(, ·, .,nJ then h.1 tul.11\\ 11 ,,111 · lit.· 'H.,,111cr·. Ii·. the t•nJud. \Ot.1.:c•1 n1.1.n.,.obS1.~d I,)' 
hi), own conf"Cll, is not \\llllllJ.:' tu rcCl.:I\L',uhi1...c l"11blllh t1t•n'1, llht .. u.uc th.c i;co~1al Ide:,, 1mm l'nn .. ,11. 1; l' [he 
way uf the fuo[i .. h j~ n;,:ht in his own C)'t"j: but he tl1 tr 1s ",~· ht.,rlc·nt: th u1itu cnunM:J 't l'hl" ,cne .utr.s , 
general principle" hich i~ illthtratc<l in" lut Julio~,,. (rorrt_l~out.lu .,nd pr1.1d1:1h 1• 1,i. nt: c~stry h<t .re ,1n ,'1Tt."dl\C" crun~r el 
a( t ion can l;c fol lowed, Tl1c t1hcrn.1tl\c r.,r h1w.; ,1llt'rL·1t by J.? 1 • .:-11;.: ·.\nd the .,,urm:t ,h,th nut ~"\UlrU h" 
ton!,;"ue.1 i.e. is unprudcnL .tnd rn:kl in ~(N;:"'~h: , I'· I ru,. ,,1. ::3 (. I or tli, the IC:\t 1.1f \\l11d1 h rn mutlJ d1turdt..'T, <;i."41? 

c riricat note . 
19. W ithout co unsel . . . Cp. xn,i1. 16 1ti). .~­.. -, • f; 



SIR.\CH 32. 20-:l3. 3 

ill 20 Y In a way set with snares' w;ilk not, 
And stumble not •at :i.n obstacle twice• 

2 1 ''Be not carelcss1' 'in a way .... 
- · d ,\ ncl in t h y paths be waryd•. 
23 •ff n all thy works guard thyself , 

• For he that ,o dol·th kcepclh the commandment" 
2,i h I lethal obsn,·cth the Law guardeth himself , 

And he t hat tru,tcth in J ahn:h 'sha ll no t br brought to sha m e 1• 

(.1 "\X\.111 ('\'\ '1: \'1.1 1 .l· I UJ'(1lty lo r;,,d's La,,• bri1t.£:S its u,,•111·,·,<'nrd ( = 3 distich s). 

33 I l im that fcarcth Jahvch no evil bcfallcth, 
But Jin temptation! k<he ,hall again be dclivnecl>k. 

, ' "' I k that hattth the la,, is not ,, i,e'", 
0 ,\nd rs to<-.cd .tbout <like a , h ip in a storm>"'· 

3 ",\ m:i.n of discernment r·disccrneth t he \\'oid'', 
•1 ,\nd the Law <is f1ithful unto him as the L rim>·••. 

tlrJ$t !J frl/111 µfrt?j,U)i1n) J!.l n:_:•r,,~ .,.,,:! • (i (I• t)~ tll'T"UfT'WU(IT'Oi"" $ 'i1l ~ \\;'\_\' Of Stt'epness' t z. ~ ")~--, 

C'~l!!:i : 6 , ~,8w1 ,,,n l-..18<:> <in· ( liar!)= !: n " 11l ktJ /It( /~co hius Ill a dN1hlr /orm (JU1 a,;J Ji~ 
1,. 1, W.1 a11i rcJn ~:,: = e; 1, · J!! =inn-: j i"lJ · 1n the way of (i') the spo,kr : l!! o•i.·::i-. 1i"lJ = $ i'.'i o 
",.~ nr.po<r,CW.~ = ,; =,n•, ,,.,:l (. l' ·l,J' I ,1,ls). I /11 R abl,1111; I I,!,. v,ciz:, Q("(IIYS in !hi .{11/.f' l round and :,.moolh I. 

n~n,; II ht h,11· 1/!1 ''" I, /JII ,1ui11g : J!J. ,1Jf,1ro1il}1 orrufl J d-,) j!f11 ~:,m 1nri,:r-:J\ ( rr, rrdd) = s (i ,m1 OJ:'"O 

Tf.o11' TtUWI '1111' t/a-).oltu = ,,_:::•,, 1n'1nx:ll (l!J1
) t Jt! htH //us ,di J'£ Iii (I dout/t fi,1·111 ()lf lllllf J!.r J f ·( ~ " 

1 ::'E::J 1 \t;:;• 1•;:1);'~,! '=J (J1?1 
,,:,,, j;,y ,,·:•vt:} • Jl'- = .$ . (i ,v r."fU."4rl fJYY'1) 1':"HTT#lf T!J "'ii'l'J UOV (? T,'ltTTfU /11 

"'""'''': rt, '4 a) R adm,: n1,·J -.~1::i m ;i:.:111 •:i (= Jl1 ). J!.!' h,,s ' m ii~~ -;;•1JJ ~::i ·:i = ;6 . 6 ""' }u,, 
Tn\ro flTfU' T'JJ.1'1'"{ fJTnXc.w (= in1i'J ... ,":'::' i'I ' ·.:i : } 1-lo rrnds) h-b JU li.:1~J ,·)~~· ii,,n i\'1; · (°t o ffltl'1'tl'<aW 

(•/'· •, ~.i) •ol''!' (1 4S ••,•<:> = lt) """"°'\" ,.,.ro~u,r · ;6 he that kecpt:lh Ins wa) l.c,·1 eth the to1nmandment or 
C; d' ( tf. l'w\' x i 1 7) •· • ill ~;,~, N> l!i , AaT1'w0~trnm ( = "11:W : this m,1,· /., 11ght) ;": ,hall nut p~rish for 
t·\·~r • J- , ~ ' l ~·=~ C'~~ l,11 JI J,r (,,, 111,1/1 m a/1 ,, "~'' 11 in xiiv. :20 j\'e~ 1s mort , ,111,un11, i .,;,, i\', 1;, , i. 7. 

~ha. 1 1) k "" R, ,t/111.,., C.~~ JH!" ( .,- ~, ~Jl J:ti = ~. S111,11d): 6 Km :ra.\w {~(~ttrm (W difu r'n:t) I : 2 

;. (IIJJ w~ ,·11 .:: II ·Ill Jl! -1,r-1 N~,:;, c::::n• N' (ri:._ /,//r): (i u1,71p tTct</XJ\" ,~l µurqa(t I np<n· 1 n Rt1,ltl1.:.. ~~u~n.;:1 
I .!';X~ i]ljett) ~ ( \'/lltlld) ~ fl ~( t~OK/lU'rJJ,&t'l"O{ fa' tu t~(= ;> '1~i1~nCl /' XX\jj, t5) Wt u, .11'.IITDl)'t ~t 1t~UIIJ"' il!O~ = 
.ii}.':> stoun ; "INl1 llul 0//1,, ... ·,. dllt•l(d I u -o • 3 ,t.'dllhi,.:..~ ,,, ~ r ·,1 JU,~, j'.:.': 6 ~117THJT( ,,u "'f't.:J 
(1·c.1µrn = '-l:?i I·~. l.~I\ ,;;, 10,j) '1 •• 'J1l , ,n-.,n,. (i .-:m r, 1·uµo~ OL•tt:,> 1h(H<>f U)I' tpwr-,,µo a11>.w ... (o,r!J 

B , 1«-ncw11 [ ,pwT,11,m "" t \/'lttll. t1,.-/,/JJ,tw )) = ii:~~= o·,,~:i ,; i1i1r,l (. J• tn (111/ u.,lheul ,~) · \'m,ud ,1, n,~,""ll 
-, n-.·~·, ni:~~ • .11111 1he Law "rnr lmn an arnul.c1. a l.,.rncl 011 tlic h:lnd r· r t' 4 u,,111/11~, 111 ;, Fr ,/JI hnt 
/I X :\,I/ l l //ur Ii ;:,1Ji lil Jh.- JJ,b, ~; ..1/ ."). co11s1~·hi~ .... o/ u•, l,t1, ·s (= S<,'t llfJ'•li.l'O l,iun. l ft1, 0,1.,. '1l JU i.1ppr1a 
F(IJ/1, 'I hct nl 1111, J ut,l•t • ~ o-o,µuuoa., Aoyov = i Ji t ~i1 L t (i- «m owwf = P J 1 ( p '.\\XiL :2) 
11 u Ct"'"' ,,07,,!/ = ; nir::.:·m ( ,r r ·:::·m) ~ ! 1 «1J .Y!f. '·• ti "' .~'I""'' · l!. e1 conse1 vabit ( = ? "'l'T?f'?""'' = jl.J : ,,'i (,p. h .l. \'iii. 10)} ~ "l-tu1d111~· 1tm ron 'it'll/, 248 &c. Syru-1 lex 1!.. (N jO &f". ,au uL·rwt): r/1. ,n~, xi. 7, 

xxx,-. 1 • -x S ' like a swift "hctl it, rp".I;"' "l"'E?< (i!. quJs1 mota c.1r i) · = > n~;v >i>~::i (•/'· h,. xxvii1. 21!) 
' ('j 7:'T"Ao;,v 'I pt,,~j(.a, z z R, uh11, "liln ;:::,N:i : [i (A)\' nEw11 aTµt,P,.1u llf1i (nfwa, = j~nN l xod. XI\', z.;). ;: • lite 

w. A nd stumble not at nn obsta cle twice. For the rigurc of thcobstacle(,tumblin .,-l,lock)q,. lsa.rn1.1.1 The 
,·er"' tppt. ,r, c m<.: n do not persl~'. m a cour~,c b<:s;,;t with pllfdlb; a fter :,tumbling :none ob!lit:tde, lc.1m the iesson; 
11, \\ wJ ,tn( ~o n, 11 run ·he ri~k of ~tumbling- a ~ond time. 

~• . 2:. Be n ot carcle~5, . be wary. Kl."J1t:.lting tl1c general sentiment uf the pre(cdinfi \·crses. Poisibly t]1c 
corrupt word a t the c.:nd nf 1•. ;.I mc;tnt 1nouth ' : ' Uc nut '. .• uelcss in a \\'ay that is smooth' .t warn in& • not to trust 
lM much l '> rhc app.itcnt c.,sc and simplicity of a cour• e' I Ldershc11n). 

: ;. I n all thy workb guard thysdf .. keepeth the commandment. 'I n lhc R.ob. lituaturc ("l II. Ii, ,,ti: •l/1 ,z ti the cxf")sinr of unc,clf 10 dan::cr i- regarded as" tr:insbression of the Scriptural words (Ocut. h·. 91: i':\:'i'l i:li 

1:•;;J it.:~·1 1~ , 'llnly take heed tn thyself .,nd keep [gu~rdJ t hy soul [ ,elf/ 'J (Schechter). 
z4 He that obser v"th the La w ... Cp. Pro,-. Hi. 17, xix. t6 (' He that kcepcth lhc commandment kecpeth b is 

soul '), xxii. r < d fortune nd happiness are th<: reward of loyalty to the Law and lls ditigenl observance. T herefore 
tlu uh~r, ,11 t· ,t h I.,,, l)Jp< ,,b , .. the lubhc~t !)df·tntuc~t. Th i~ ,cr:ie form:, a n.uur.tl lr;m.:,ition tu lhc p.tr,tgr,tph 
that follow,. 

XX'\.111 t ·3 (- l!i XXX\'l. 1-3). 
1 no evil befalleth tp. _Joi.,, .• 19. 

in tem~t a tion t>r 'tr1 d 1
• 

he shall again be delivered. ,·iz. from the evil or misfortune that may th reaten ; cp. Prov. xii. :1 
; . And is tossed about .\nd so is likely to founder. f or the figure cp. 4 ~ua xu, 4: . 

. p8 
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(,f) XXXII T. ( \'.X\ \'T) 4-6. Ag11i11.il //11mchtlumrrs uprd,1/ly i11 tmtl1111;: (-1 di,11ch~J . 
4 '"Pr<'parc thy speech . and ~o' 0 1ct it b,· h<·,ud" 

•. Hind up• instruction, "and thcnw reply·. · 
5 • Like a c.1rt-\\ heel• 'is the mind of .1 fool' 

And hi, thought •like a rnlling whccl-ri,;1'. 
6 • I .1ke a ,-,1ddlcd hvrsc is lhc lovt' cf ;i fool• · 

U n<kr b\\ lut< n r ride1 b he neighs · 

(II \\\:111.(XX'\\'I.) i 1:,. fli,·illtfrif,·rmurm.\a111rr,z11d.lfa11p1slijird 
( = l + .! + ~ 1- i • i d1 t1ch, 

7 < Why i, one day di,tin~ui,he«I from anoth .. r 
"\Vhcn al l dlylight i11 the year is from the' Sun > 

8' H,} God',. <gr.cat> wi_,dum• th~r \\Cle di,11rgu1sh«l. 
\nd I le d1ffcr<·nt1atcd r ,ca sons ,1nd le.1st ~. 

!I 501m I le blc•st:d atul h tll•>\\C<i' 
And other, ! le made 1ordi11ar/ d t) ,,. 

a pig L.\rc all hi"' lliou,•!11 ... • 1111r1"ul111t.' ,:,.r ,, ;··~ \o-;:, ,r; ,~ '"", 1 "\'"',. (~ \ \ ,,:t,,.,.: 107 
'""'\'WI'· ..?,).1 Sp,., I J X 1,,,.,un,} w~ ,p,A,., I' .... 11, \{;11/ N r,~ h , ~fr(1or, / ,;) / l'WI 1 \" jO I: t JJtHK IC (. 

:?.:;4 ic\o,-,.1.Ht0r) - ,1-)0 (i: ::: (m \ I ,,. ) • \\hOt \, r IOH. ' ~ ( t t tl. \(" r •I ll \ ) 

:;•ti:l 01••:, o,, :;•, i-:", l \u1t111I) ~ tm ,.. '1l"II(' 'l.r''P"' 1 ,r,, ,,,. • • ,\ ii .S t mg- .ll , n·c 

( •111 1(t1du1.~ t.:
1•:::'"~ = lromt • ~111'·1 ::0::. ... 0-=• \C') lirt\, )fthc\t",1 e \ i:( ,., /,I 6oy,wo,, 

:' l'r-.m r1AAcJ1(&)!Tft'(=i'!~::'1 -.:,,1,,,-;, t:':-l.' l:t1,, f:::(r/ (,l'1 11 t) ti, 'f,'.Wa, .. ,rm.-.-,,,,,.(:;J\ 
~) r, ·I l,•x ""l'"'·"'t'l'" ••u ",, ..,,wa,) 0 '" "'-"'1,..,,,. '1fl' :..111 

(.t X:\\111. 4-6 ( 1't X\X\ 1 ! 6). i romrhcthem, ol1he1lc ,r.,blcm vlp10L studyufth<' ~ "' 1 \lrllcrhcrc 
p.1 ... sc:~ lo th1

· ,,. 1d oJ ,i,e I c..acticr oJ t 11_ L w rhe gocd tc;. thcr "111 t.tl.::c cu" th.ll or I 1r. rue 1 , pn: edr '>y 
t ,ueful preparat ion. ·\~ in .he: prcccdiu~ ,~bsection the µornt a cmph.1~1zcd by CLntr.ist. 

+ ~rcpnre ~hy spe~cll '. ,\11p.11cn1ly lir wrn,·• 1, thmkmg cl chc 1e:1chcr \\ho r .mswmni: c m~ 
Bind up instruction Cp Is. \Ill, 1( • I he m<ttfhor" frnm prc\1•1on (c •• Jour q that , e pa kc• up 

(Edersherm). The s,1l-1c o !JO• t.1u0 hl •hnuld have b«I' \\lll thoui;111 rut Ix forth nd m.~< <' l,, nd j)rc 
sencd for future use 

and t hen. i. c ;incl uni) 1hcn. 
5. Like.a cart-\\h~l '," \ rnntrast. Tt.e m n«I or., •r ol' .c 1 Lnmstructe< person llhe c:x>ct oppc~llc !1'1c 

l)pc descnbed,n ~).r, hkr ,.., ,lu•·l,1.e.h.1 """Xl con\l,toons !>Ulch ngcsconstwnll)' •• "hcl1ha11s 
CYCT fC\'Oh-ln),!. 

6 L ike a saddled hors': is the love of n fool • • • ~ nt " y •he ... bu1 ,lso lhe affcc,1or• r f , •fool' arc c•1"2lly 
u_nccrt.=un .. Jui t . Ult arJ,;kd ior t in l 1e I") of lrt c moH cnt 1nd exer 1sc 1;. ,re n : "h, r,, s,.. ·~, bt. ""'C ghs •o 
!'ll~O.thzc his txh1l,tr 1Lu,n, s,, tht. trdt. fool' 1s 1rHhlh •lnt, t thc- -i()JCC on \\hi 1,, >r on "'I m he lav~ '"'cs h s 
tran~it:nt affection~. 011 &he otla r hand, the p10L~ uc p., .. t ul.1rJr c ut:f ul to t"t:1• , .,tc , nl) tr , o 1c\y r f th 1ous, 
nnd lo shun that uf nil-duer~. I[; [cf. R.\'. nml tr l c.11 note) 113• • -dnsloo he Hr c 

kl :,,;:,;:,,;111.7 15 1.'"i.\X.\\l.7 1;1. l,0tlmll1sunfith 111 .. bl~\\ don I'S\\ rcl•lu1cn1rn h-ildh«- i:~1·t 
in a $CflCh o( opJ><.-,~ .md c Hltr.,sts In t1 cmsdH· 111 mt"l of 1r I t ur rl' H l-, c nc~r •• ,re: ii ltHI J I u 
all tht:d.1ysohhe )t.ir c r,H_' tlu.:ir lie: lfjU,tli) frcm.;1. or: ·n :-. ur t tnc ""''Jn b JU t,15 ,.od d1 t u1shc I 
da)'S(lht·fcstivalsan«lhoJ>·1:la)'·$)(rnmothus,!tnha') 111.;<I tm~J· Lac11 omc111c fr mott-cr -r:n,bl)t he ,uncrr c 
l .sr~el from the hc.ttht:n natmns. !he pass.1~c1 .is Snu.ncl s~ !< ·~, ,, , i,ro?--:,bl)' tit tc • pr11n,n y 1g1 t the llcl 
lcmsts. ,;,.·ho were st r I\ 1ng tn Ure.: 1.~ rim;,. n hstmc ions ,. c~\, ten I r c:I and the 1t~ rfe ,,or d t •he 1 e ,, hen h-. 1, rmc 
For the_ p,1'."s.1,;c ~1:i.. ;1 ~,hule-.;;p. 4 J,'tr;\ v 2jf 1 1nJ he flllon ,:: (rem •he \lu r / ,n,I,. nn '\ •:rc1' :-c:•;1 'Out 
o f ctrlatn cl.1s:,cs nt things Gnd ha chosen one Of d 1) s t 1 c ~c, c 1th..,. \ ho n ... - nc 1r1cd ur )'t. n. OC' 1he 
St;H:nth \\.:t'.- chosen as the -~,bhat11,..J }t i.r; and out cf sc\cn sabbat 1 )c:ir-; one ,, 1 st"l·r cd s the ,ub1lc,: Of 
countnc~ (,od made ct101cc nf l'a rstml'- 1_•J the ~c.1\cns .\rabrth ( c. t'1c hJ,!hl''i. of the sc,c::n t e·:ncn I w;b cho~n 
for <.;od's lhronc. < >f •1'1<\•ns lm1~1 w,.s 1he choice; "°' of th~ 1r >c• uf hrad 1hat of ,.c, 1.' s,c fun her ,he ,1/,Jr. ra/t. 
on C3nt. ii. r Tl,c f.,llo\\lOj; passai;, rrr>m It,,/, 7;,,,,~. 11•·ctd) referred t .,bcl\"c) cn~d by(, v.lC)•"\tub.lucr, 
})· X\\'i(F:'\.odus. J :"'",'.:lijl . I'· ICHJ I' I'· t1 .... 1.1, .• ~,,,,, t•1 .. ) TurtH 1,,.r •6rr.l It h "f. A,.,. J 
said 10 him· \\hy i.- c,nc d.w ditfe,cnt from an,,:hcr? II~ "".:I 10 him: And why 1s one ,nan tl 'forcnl from ano1hcr' 
l le said to him Beta.u ,, the I.uni wills; .ind 1hc !> ,'Jbath alsll rs because rhc Lo1d " ,ls.' 

7. Why i!!. one day dastingm~hcd from another \ 1 r rn,.. u :-11. r 111 R) fst I •~ ..a: i1 u , 
natural tu suppoM th.,t th1 d1::-t11h.:lwn~ ol h11l) ,, .... uJ Jtrl I.mt a1L~ uh n,d h \\h h dR" '\\t.1fke,!,I orA.Cl 111 \\ll.,t r 11lv• 
:-.ote that 1hc da) arc re •ardcd as re.ii entities cf. Job iii I 

8. By God's great wisdom I he llb""' 1, .,II 'I"' .:irni- 11: 1· I h 1< •n ,, .l I. nd lh will IP tm!.ttho ~"I 
• they were scparnted by a di,inc dccrt<·' (Edersheim). Cp. 1hc \lidr ,sh cx1ract cirul nb<wc. 

9. He blessed and hallowe d Cf. Ccn. 11. 3 (of 1hc !>abb:lth,. 
others He made ordinary days. ' I.it. " 1 h put 1111u 1 ho 11umirr 11[ <! l' ' r d 1r• t.ilt n~u'•hrrl hf nn:hini: 

furth('rth,,nlheir"ni·1nlx:r·· 1nthc111,,ntho1 )i·tr lntlu.aU'!lil'!uftht.·~.1J 1.;rul) .,..:•nu1ulxr"
0 

th(l lh 1 n",l,rtclo.. 
and Lati·n languoges ape~' IEJersheim). 
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e!i IS 10 lLikewise alsol all men kare made from the clay• 
And Adam w.i.s created 1of earth 1. 

If•· In IJis great wisdomm God distinguished them, 
1\nd differentiated "their ways•. 

n Some I le blc,scd and cxalt1:d. 
And others Ht. hallowed •and brought nigh lo Himself•: 

1'Some lie cursed ·•and abased", 
'And overthrew them' •from their place'. 

•.; 'As the clay is in the power of the poller•, 
"To fashion it" according to his good plea~ure: 

•<.,o is man• 111 the po\\Cr •of his creatorw, 
•To make him according to His ordinance•. 

1 I Onr a;:aiost evil (stands)' the good, and against death' life; 
I .ikewise o,·c, ag.,inst the godJyY the sinner'. 

1 :; • I n•n thus look upon all the works of God•, 
b Each diffc, cnl ", one the oppo,itc of the other. 

(f) XXXIII. Tl'i -18 (XX X\'l. 1611, XXX. z 'i-27). /Je,r Sira's righl /() gi,•t i11stmctiQ11 asscrlcd 
( = z + 1 di,tichs) 

16 <J. indeed , dcamc last of aiJd, 
(xu 25\ ,\s one that glc.1neth• after the grapc-ga.therers; 

h S,, S = Oll l!:i ,;at k-k S, .S : 15 nrr• ,&q,ocr 1-1 6 «yr/>: !5 'of dust' m-111 15 ,. "~?0" 
''""'?!'?< S ""d" "' 111 ,, 8 ab,,i nu e:!i rnr .~." mT•w: ;:, • [ ~nd Ile made them) inhabitants of 
the earth' (? a1!f11s111g on,r,,x 011rl on,~,~; rp. , Kings xviii. 6, LX:\ [Smmd]) o-o ~ '"' rrpor m To• 

?Yl''''" (= l/'l'1 1•:>1-11) • ;:, .mcl they attained unto llim' (= 11:>1-11 lll'lol) r 296 (= 1L S ) Jirao11 «a, 
,, ... J 6 ,ca, trtm·tnwun: S 'and O\'erthrC\\ ' r-r ~ .tecu a11tO'rpt1'0 ( 157 uvtrpt+o) avrou, • .S 'and rooted 
1hctn out ,..,. e:; a,:-o <rrou,.,, mT0>• ( = ? o:r,~o or 01)11:l'.l: so .Si11011J): JL a scparat,one 1psorum 
( = ,\ arra n11oa.,.au<wr • .,,..,.) : ;:, ' from their habitations' ( = ? o~~,r;r.,) t-1 e;; "'' rr?~o, "'P"I''"'' ,. 
X"P' anoc (S Sll/'f•Orl< 'in the hand of the potter') 0-11 Rmd1i1g w1'll, 70 rrAauu, avro (a, ro•): </'· ]!. plasmare 
illud ti dhpontrc ( +omnr~ ,me eius) i a doub/d: l/11 ordma0· nr1d111g of G 1rauo, a, "'"' aLro ii a 
ro1111jli,,11 '!/I/it,,,,. r,admg f.S ,ombi11,r 13 a 011rl b //,11,: 'as the clay, which is fashioned in the hand of 
the potter 'J ,-, R.-nrlm;:: ovrw, a,8Po'11or 2~8 = ]!, S o//,,r 11/SS. o/6 ••""" m·O,x,,rro, w-w TO<· "°''l"""'or 
<llTO,, .? .. H (o/h(r .. 11.~·s. 6\Tfl\'r) x-~ ex on-0&1.-yg, avrorr l{QTQ '"I" ,cptfTO' 01.,101• (las/ lhrct 'l('nrds = i:.=::l~:i) s 'lo 
S<'l l11n1 over all lm, work~' (11us1t,1di11g lt:i:::-7'J t1s 1'b3;·,) : !ht cch(I/, h111 111 W. frob, ,..,,, : U!::t!lt~) ln~ a'·:;·;) 
)', r, J S + 1 is created • i11 f,1, h e11u (a11 t1111uassa1y addilio11) 1.-z 6 ot.l'f<1M' a1ro"O.,,., nadJ'o1.,r npnprwAo~ ( 2 48 ;o 
Syro- llex 253 \' ,,...,.,, ar.,•avr, [TO~) oµaprw~m. r O 1,.,c,,{J~r): 5S • and owr against light \\;\S created darknes •• 
•-• So ei. 5S • so hath God manif .. stcd all Iii, works' (?,011.fimim if mn ,111d ;nn : so Smmd) b-b 6 a,,o 4',o 
( = 'er;~· o·i~·) = !5; r/1. xht. 2 1 ...., eii: •ayw: ;:5 (on, rtad111g) 'and I also' ( = •is-0~1) d- ,1 6 '"X"'"' 
~>I"'"''?"•· .S • cam, bst' (n'nN n•;n~) = ? '~ n•,nNJ (6 I mmmdrr ·f,>od ·n::i (/rom n1J), 1'l = 'l:'9 as :5 
, 11tlns • rn Ed,,· /iom) • ..., 6 .,, •• ~"l'"'l'<vor = 1 ,,11:0:i r-1 6 «t,8aua = ·n·,,p (· I wtm ahead'): 
~ I stood' ( = '/1~i') 11 ~P"ra"i ( = i •n•1p) or rmrnd lo supera\'i (Rrrlsc/i11odtr) ,-, So ;:, : e;; ~?••• 

10. Likewise also all men are made from tbe clay. Cp. Job x. 9. 
11. I n His great w,sdon,. i.e. for reason~ l..1101\n only to llimsclf; they arc beyond the human mind to fathom. 

their ways. i.e. their destinies 1Smcnd1. 
J~ Some He blessed . . others He hallowed... Israel :ind the priesthood (within Jsrael/ arc rcftrred to 

/Sm,·nd). For rhe phraseology cp. l\um. X\'t. 5 f. It wa.s the special pm·ilege of the priests to 'come near' (cp. 
'lnin~ ni~h' m 12 n) to God: cp. r.zek xi. 46, xiii. 13, ,lv. 4. 

Some He cursed and abased . . The healhen n,llions oulside brae!, reg.udcJ in the lump, are apparent!)' 
rcft.rrcd to. c,pec1,tll,, howc\'cr, those Im Canaan I that wtrc o,·erthrown b) lsr.icl: cp. Gm. ix. 25 27. 

1 j As the cla)· is in the power lht. hand) or the potter . For the fii;ure cp. Jtr. "·iit. 4, and ,ts application 
by St. !'.,.ii in kom. ix. 21. 

T o make h'm accordmg to H is ordinance. For the !ext ,tc u,1,ctl note. 15 (' lo render to him according 
to hisjud.:cment '1 mi,undcrs1ands 1hr original, and introduces an alien thought. 

1 ;. Even thus look upon all the works of God. Cp. fjoltd. , ii. t 3 (' Consider the work of Gncl: for who can 
m:ikc that straii;ht which lie hath made crooktd 1'). 

Each different. Ur rno and two' (Qrr .S); cp. xiii. 24. 
(J) XXX 11 I. 16- 1 8 ( l':i \\:\ VI. 16 a, X '{'{, 25 27). Although he comes last in the succession of te.,chers llcn­

Sira o~.;crts his rt,hhl lO be- heard. ) I(: •~ conscious lh,n what he has to S.Ly ha~ been xlc:.:ancd lilrbcl)' from pre<it.::cc-.'iors; 
but hil'i lalMur h,1S hcoen tl1 :cUc·d lm\;,rd~ onr end to selc:ct and g,uhtr lO~cther wholl i~ most important for pr~actical 
"osd""' 1n the ;i(T,,,r, nf ltfc. Therefore 1hc Jc,,dcrs of the people ought to p.,y close auentton to his mcssai;c. For the 
teneral idea cp. xxiv. 3off. 

th. came last of all. :. of the wise. 6 ?YP"'"''I ,a might mean' I was studious·, i.e. stro,·e by stu:I)' to acquire 
wisdo'll; Wisd. ,,. 16. 
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e '1 advanced 1 by the blc,,ing nf God 
• . h _f\n~ filled •m) \\ int·prt ,,,ea~ a gr'.1pc-r,nthrrrr, 

17 (xu. 26) Consider that not f •r mysc:lf dc,ne ha\'c I labvured, 
1Hut 1 for all that -eek 111 •sdomJh ! 

• (~) 18(nx. :;)Listen kumo mck, )'I lt·,Jc.r 1of the people', 
And ye rnlc1q o f the <:011:,:rcgation, g1vP car' 

(..;) '\.'\XIII. 1,,-1:1\\\:, 1X \11 .l,1111.,t,11,,.,,,1,., 11, ,,,·r111,!,t,·11,I rt, ,.,1,,.,., 
(-.:+z+o: 1!i,1ich<1. 

19 (x'<~. 28) To ~on or wife, to brother or friend 
GivC' no power m·t•r thr.,·lf II hile \1,.,11 lh·C',t; 

mAnd gin• not thy ~oods "to anntl11·1 • 
0 So a, to ha\·c tn l~k for them ,lJ:;:i in""· 

:o ('<"('< i()) \\'h1lst thou an yet ,lhH· .rnd hr<,1th rcmaincth in thcC' 
''Give not any crc.itmC' pO\H'r 11\Tr thr•c·lf• 

z1 (x'<x .. 10) l·or it i~ better that thy children a,1,; ,,f thu, 
'1Than that thou <hc,uld,t lnok tu the hand cl thv ,on," 

~2 (,'<x .. JI) In all thy work, 'rcm,1111 nppnmo,t', 
,\ml• 'let no •t:.111 come on thmC' lwnour'. 

z3 (x'<x. p) When• the dap of thy hfc .11e ended 
" In the clay• of de tlh, 'cli~tnbutc thinC' inl!critancr •. 

(/JI .\ '\.\ r II !4- p (XXX. 1.l 4~1. c 1,, t/Jr 1tt,1/111ou ,f •11/, ,-,1111,,us 
(-= 1 .,. l + 1 + r I- ! + 1 d1,11ch,). 

1 1 (x'<X. :n) " Foddu• and stick ,llld burdcns1 for ,t•1 ,1<s, 
Rrc:ad aud d1sc1pl1111 .md \\Ork for a ,en ant 1 

h-h %.'. 17 1l'illllt 'I,', 'II S ~ ~>i~a ( + uu N 11) 1 1 l I.";,) 2qt. tTocf,w 1 /1 r ,1/.\.\. 'PfmAf nr k k S.,., f.i S 
( 1·ul ~ 18 > µ,,,) 1 lG An,,, " -:; :! 1.J )n.,,., ~ ~ 1!.. omn,•s pnJ uli 11 -u :: It 111 t f tluu /1u 
.,, o to 111,1/, h.m ... ,//,.·,, 1h, wxl r,11< (,ot ;; ·, oth•r = 1!. (<"NI 1111111 ~ 1,). S, ,,.Jle, 
0- 0 .s · 10 rclurn and hq.; lr1lm ti i;m (a lhl 1"'1 l""IHH~•1t1,,1 r,,, rr,p, C TWl' <~•rl,',lf~'ie,u ,, /, ti ~II ( fr ns' I 

.=,~', fO .\·,n,11,/) r ·p .,· S Qi 1''1 o>iXnEn'" r,,n, ma, (...; ·.-..,JI nc l lh)"~t·lf ') r:aa,, era,,. t!. r TJ , muul 1l ~ 
nmm..; cuo ·1-1 .S ( f, ·,) ll.111 1hat thou ... houldst I<~ frum thcrn' r r .\ ~ "" •a = ( (yoo, ,ir,pa...,) 

i1S1,•'::!' '1\, (lltur .. X"'i\11. 1.1). B 1":T''"''>""f• , \"i> 1~>; 70 ...;.,ro-flcx ~ .... :: . lh111 > t, ii!'" 'If", .• ,.. •• 
T".'1 &EfJ aot •J + t•- 1 (i o ,,,.,fk.' • ,,. •a«µ'f' · lr.111 / ~, 1//, :: ' ' (i lw r d,'7pt ..o1uc• ( = _ .. ...,: .. ,..;,.., /> :Iii 
xli,.S): $ caus., 1111,on, ro mhnll 1l,ymom·1· v r ,,,,,.,,.11,s (,,x &: )fr M. '"P''"' Aw•(!. ti ,!-c, Im:. 
s(·n·orum) ' e:i- ~vpT,1apn,-11 (,\ .!,1 1 ~:th \"P'"w,,-.n ~ .=-) ~:::-: 1 \ ri 1!.. onu!'. ~ ~ ';:::, ,,111 f" ,.s 

llcrc m the 11midlc r>f - • 11,1 occurs the g1r.11 t1.m pw "n n i"c r.rrt·I. """ • nil the •er on, dt•utd ( nm 1h 
Crcc::k. Sc.•t· fur1hrr note on '<X~. 24 25. 

I advanced \ll. in ,\isdom. lhc Jl1 l>1t·\\ \\OrcJ •rt;i;-, 
author allributes this ul\'ancc.· to the t:r.ire of l .od • h)· " t 

as ll grnpe-gatherer. lkn•'>,r.1 htrc "J1lLC1l )' ,, . ,n 
cp. Isa '"'. 13. 

17 Consider .. wisdom "" 4. 

:,p81 a••• me ,n .. • f \\cr-t tor rrt • ' 
mi; nf , :O<l 'I, 

, ... mr c htt-clncss tn i rc,·10L.. tr-1tJ1r 

I Ip, trd' 

~ur hr hgure 

18. Listen unto me, ye 1.,ndt,1" or the people . for lhc , (rc<s ,., rultrs cp. xh' :6 <'lhrro, d '"Ounr,, re 
inclu<lc·d. cp. ~1att. '.IC 111. , ~\c 11 I k th. hatJ c.us tu he: 1 , f, l h11u he, r ), • n 1 thl. 111111 r p.issa""t' Rc, 7, 17, 
~r,. 1i1. 6, ""\c. 

I,, I \'.:\XIII. 19 :3 li .\:\\, l8 J2/, 
19. Give no power over thyself, ~u a• to lx·com,• de1•rn<'rn1 'In 1hrm. 
:o. G ive nol any creature power over thyself H) I th1:-.l 11 

: l"i .. c r 1 ,,.,,.. } .. - _:: .. :..... ., s . 
• exrh:inge not thp•elf with .my tlr.;,h \ i r. rln not a l1n\· tny Nhl'r 1,,·r~nn dunn;; th)' lif<"llm~ to U! ·,p th) p1 c~: 
(ollo,\lng J- c1rr5h(im he ;,U~g'' · l th;H ~ m1sintt ri•~t.ted -.~::"!I} the \r:im. N.,~ a ord 1 

z1. look to th~ hand of thy sons. , jl, :\I.~·. 1 \ •unn th 11 ln..u.,;, h ., r1 .i,tt"'"' l ii,,' • r \\1 ~ 'l 1 .r.1• 

'" the ere, 0£ snrnnls (lorok I unto th~ hand"' r1'ei, ..,~Sier 'I, t f'· lhe <>ymi; prr.crYr<I in A/>,,tll ,I, A'.,\' tlt,m 1900) · 
"If:\ man 1. :ll nf t ht· pr, >pt': I) of h1• r.,th~ nr nf his nothtr or of his ch:id rrn, h•s rmnd JS not t'$tahl hed, much TIOrt" 
when he cattlh uf•hc ptOJM rty of ,, ·r 'tr.1tcd b)" Ldtrs!ot•1m• . 

.!Z. A nd let no ~tA.in come on thine honour. '\ \\•luhl pr1111 1,h " ti r 11 • t• r n nl t..! pc-nJ, net. 1t,1 1J 

rxpre~,ir,n cp. x,·iii. IS. xti, . 19. . . • . • • 
>J. In the day of dcnth. distribute thine 1nhcntancc. !n 11.:: ~ .. c,lkd ... ,., .Hj,i,.,c,/ </ r.. r,.<j,," ti 

:s_,1ymg J-ccur.:o, in the 111110,\tn,..; ,.,-m: • 111d,:, "'Y "'m._lh)' "-.drh in rhy h'• ,rnd ,,,n (".'cl n. n~ '" 1h, ht rt'''" h, l 
ull lh~ da)' nf lh)· dt.:,1.th.' ;\ot•· that the ,l)mi: m.m Jo- tu ,ho.tul1tU1..· 1hc p.1!rl'1 un): wrn.trn t~ t •:-it:tt.:U) ~ • .,._.., u n. 

were apparen1ly nol usu.11 (Smcndl, 
(/1/ '\X.ll.ll! 24 11 ( \!'i '\\:X u40). z,. Fodder and slick . \ I'· l'no,. XX\I • \ u hip 11 ., the h,,r...,. 1 l ,r1, I, for the tt'!lia., .,n,1 11 rt"k..l .~., 1 he h.t.d.- nr 

·HI 



S IRACH :33. 25 3 1 

6($ ~ci(xxx 34)•Put thy servant to work•, b;ind he " ill seek resth; 
•Leave hb hands idk , and he will ~eek liberty! 

16 (•.a<x •• H ~Yoke and thr ng bow down the nee!., 
,\nd for an evil ,crv;int (there 11rel •stock~ and cha,ti,emcnt.•d 

z; (~xx. 3ti1 1 l'ut thy scr\'anl to wo,k1 Rthat he be not idle' ; 
(xxx. 3;) For • idlencs, • tc.,chcth much mischief. 

z~ (xxx .. 1!!) 1 J\ppoinl him (a task) in th) house' such as befittcth him, 
,\nrl if he ub<:y not Jm:ikc his fetters hea\·} J. 

z9 k Hut be not overbearing• ;igainM an)• creature, 
• \ nd do nothini; 1 th:i.t is without ri~ ht 1• 

JQ) "'II.1st thou an only ,ervant'". let him be as •thyself" 
· !·or ''thou ha,t m:cd of him a) thy ,·cry ,cJrr• . 

.11 "lf.1,t thou ,Lil only ,C'r\'anl"' treat him as •1th) brother '1-
r lie not jc.1lou, ;ig,;in,t th) 1 cry life••' 

~ ,,.rynrrn, t nmhc = ,:a:) ,~~· $- > (/,1 h1J111Cra1·/,11/,,1) I Ii \ti :?~~ 1(0( C1Jr']t1fl Oll1T.'(U-l1'U, = 1.!. (.S 
'anti 1\'t' tum no h.:"-!) B &, Km fl·w,,,ur u-A, "·· .';, G ;:. 1 1f thou rat!'it..' ht!'- hc\CI' (i,ratlm;.: it:n:i 
I I :'!~ .. ) ., I =-.,> ~ ,,T,•fi~m ,cm ~n1tutm1 = > C'':"l:.·l n:~i\1' vrpt"11HM':t,,HOII (~,mm.)= n~!:., 1: 
Jl r X'I: ~ uai 1 • 11· = ,:i, I\' l 7 (.\111 ·nd) f-f .SO.$ = 11J l,1J: ,J.\.' ~ .:µ1M, m,,Tt1 lfh f'/l)'""m~ -~ .'\o 

l'i = ~~t (i:: ,~~' L "~ ,1111111 - .,1.,~:.' 1 ; ~ ::11r lnrn power in thmc !rouse·= 'lil':::: ,.,,--~, ( ,·m 11d). 
(i fH 'J'I'' ;1:>111TT1Jtr11i>(+rnro1 Y.. '-\·ro-Ht:x) J(r- -'$,rpu,01• rn~ nt~h otra1 (>alT1n ~ \ l. &:1...): 30; 1"krp l'lf.H' 

1't'rf '."ii ttf /> 1!. • IH\ 1 iJhml Comr,Nlibus , . (i 1rm P.'1 'ffE/JUTOt. l'V!/\ = ,•rn;,-:,~) (.\111, 11,/), ,f /J /lo·, /~·rha/,s. 
a nusrml,11,: 1y 1!!i (· •n,n) ,,,,. ,:,•nr. t,11 .,, ,./f.i,, ='hi, lioa«tful'. 'o,erbcanng, ,f. ;•:,, Pro,. \XL 2~) 

• 1 ii ulo'H •1mttw - u::t:'') ~~: : S 1\hich i~ no1 in 1J1c I.aw· m- 11 S lf one is thy !-iLf\:lnt li u (rad ,it) 
tff'TII rtOI tt. iicft1J,· 11 ti {i en ( ·ti/ 2~~ = J!.. '/ tl\'7 fl'Ol') o ,., /11 (i //l(U 1Utl'i - ,II /rt!l.if'D'!'(d; //I( r1,-r/,J 
ril /, al, :·f ts fUf,/' 1r/1,/ 1 S r-p e:i wr ,, ''" \'I 11m1 f1T1~,qnur an<:,> ~ 1ik1,,; thee is tny In!'-~ (W ,, u/ i;ii ~ nn ., 

1:,.,=r : , .\mo,d) • 1 /{ ,uhu~ olilfAcjJOir (fi11· a,o,,r,w ll) c,·,lh ~ \ C &c S)ro-IJex l!.. .S- 1 r tr nTc o mpaT, 
urr1 "' 1 ~ ;,;""n) uu,w S lo 11ol f:d1t n~ai1ht the blood ul thy roul = 11:;i~: oi:J ~r".l;, ~s (. r(t1,I) 

fools· 1. I II di,c1plinc 1n the scrnnd line the \rmcn,an has 'the l.l>h •, which may be a corrcc1 interpretation nf 
1 chsci :lini ht.:re; it corre.,punds to' Sl ick I an line ,. lp. Pro\'. xxix. 19. 

:5. Put thy servant to work Lit. · \\Ork with thy scryant '; q,. x,ii. 4 ('make a sla,·c of'). 
Leave bis bands id.le 1S •p:i l\hich .$ misread 1) oi~ (so Eder~heim). 

:f,. Yoke and l hong bow down the neck . The terms are applicable to., beas1 of burden, "hich is, no doubt, in 
tl,r ,rntcrs mind The word rendered' 1honi;' (tµ«r) or• strap· rcfrrs prob.,bly to some sort of rough harness. In 
h I I .,nd Job x,a,x. 10 11 nl:ll/ • cord '-in the I liter p.,ss.,ge the cord or band br which an animal is controlled 
f' L.m,1 lhou hmn tnc wild-ox with his band in the furro" ? ). For the phrase• bow down the neck' cp. \'ii. z3 \l:i. 

stocks nnd chastisement . J.or the •stocks' (il:l!::,O) cp. Jcr. x,. 3, xx,,. z6; z Chron. , .. i. to. It \\as an 
instrument of pun1>hmcnt which compelled ., ,r<'ol.ed posture, or di,t,,rfmr (1!::;"11 .tppar<:ntly, and, though not 
recognized in the I.aw, rs referred to (\\llh the ·collar' or manacle 1~,,~J and lhe 'fellers' [,cc•·. :8 below)) as 
a r1cthod of disciplining tl,sohcd1t•nt ~~fl".tnts and othrr relrac10ry persons. ,\II thesl re, tr.11ned 1,er,onal lihcrt)'. 
Hy • chasu~cment • l o,, ~0' I prob.1.hl)· scour;.dng is 1neant. The right of a m.tstcr to inflict c-xcessh·c puni.shrnent was1 

ho\,c\·N, li01itc1 by tJu• l ,l\\', even in the ca~('· of non .. Jsr.1rl1tish :sLnc.s: and the sabb,uh n·st w.1"'i a humane 
in,l:tuti ,y wluch they l>t'nchu:tl cf. 1£,oa. xxi. 26 I .. xxiii. 1:; lku1. ,. 12 f .• It mus1 b<· bnrn,· in nund that the 
c- 1~c c01 ipl,i: in our tl'Xl ,. th,ll or the•,., -t~rv;-mt' 

;;. For idleness teaeheth much mischief. Illustrate from z Thcs,. iii. 11. 
:o. make his fetters heavy. Lp. for the phrase L,im. 111. 7 \' Ile ha th made m)•chain hc:wy'1. 
09. be not overbearing. The I lebr. text underlying(; is usu.illy supposed to mean' be 1>01 excessive' ( i illil":"N), 

sc. in purw,hmtn·; for another \Jl'W !jt·c critic;1I note. In an)' cast:; the rights even of foreign-born sla,es were 
sak,;uarded 1n the I.al\ Thus ,ra master struck h,. sln,e so .,s to cilu;c the loss ofan eye or tooth, the sla,c w;is to 
hc[rcc. if death resulted Qn the same da1 the illld 11as wtngcd .1, a murder, but not ii It ensued on a ,ub,cqucnt d.1y 
(d. E\.od. xxi. ~o. 21, 2&, ~7,. A rng1ti,c 5}a\'c, accordm,& to l>cut. xxiit.. 15, 16, was not to be dcli\·t.:1cd up to Ins 1n..,stcr 
Ly those ~mon, whom ht had taken rcfug~. 

without right. 1. e. contr.1ry to the Low. . 
;o. an only ~t:rvant Fur the u:,u.Jm~ q>. criuc.ll note. This reading txplams the apparent tl)ntr.1d1ct1011 bctw~<:n 

thf• ,uJ.\I ~ ttJH·n in tin,. ,rn<l. thc follo,\intt \crsc and the section that immediately prl'c('dc~. For the tr~,ns1>0:.1t1on ut 
dauses J, ;ind ,/ ser c-ritical note. 

J 1. lk nut jcaloui. against thy very life. The original text probtlbl)· ran 1~;:ll 0 1) :,:rn ;,:,: . lit. • be not je.,lnus 
a,:.un;,t t!u. l1l{HJ(f ol thy 11,41ul (m thy~eu) '; • hluod' - life a:ccording to (;en. i_:\'.. J f. ,uni other pa~,;,gcs. $ tcndc ... ~; 
·and h~hl nut w11h the Muut.i ol thy :,oul/ i. c. with thine own blood a rcndcrin.; of the '-:tme te:Xlt pr0 h.tbly. !,mend. 
t- ,11,rn mg I )rusius und t,tlu:r St.:.hulnr~, supposes 'with the blood· hc:rc to rt'JHC:JC:nl 'C~J, and c~plam, thi$ cxpre.'.!-:tiun 
from the- Aram.1.ic '!:iCILW of j'~1-. •,\orth0 nr • pric.:c': then the line may be intcr,erctcd ;. 1 for in him thou pos.se>SCSt one 
worth thy very sell' cp. A.V. (11. 301 • bec3usc thou hast bought him with a price.' 
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SIR,\Cll :l:l. Jt-3J. s 
(i ;: ,(nx. 40) H t hou tr<':it him ill, •;ind he proceed to run aw1y', 

On what 11ay sh:ilt thou find him? 

n \: \:\: I\". ( i'1. \\ I ) 1-X. Tiu MllilJ' ,,f dr(,1111s ,111,I dh 111atio11s ( = ~ .. I + 3 .. 1 di hi, ) 

34 !: •fl,· "ho cchth v,rnity iimkth del.ision, 
o!i ".\nd dreams d1k fool, . 

,\, on< utching- at a ,hadow ,11HI pur, ,in,., the wind' 
",o is Jhc that lru,tcth~ "111 di,,1111, h 

~ :i' \hh arc m1rwr ;md dr,.1m' 
"fhc hh·1ws, of ,1 f.1C(' oppo,itc- 1 face• 

" From th,• uncl<-an "hat c,111 be clc,111 , 
And from the ,.dsc wh.1t cm be tru,• > 

I livinations and •ooths.,yini::s .111<1 dr,.,ms :ore\ un, 
I.Hn 'as tlu,11 hopcst («1) ,ecth thy Ir ,Ill 

•- (i I(', 1 urrnptn orrolJ>t.J: ~ '.1.1111 h~ rn 1 g'l ~ k..t • .,,: ~; :,,-,,e.;) - ~ --:, , .... , 

.S ( f t• : ) {", -.,, 11 a, ti\,n ,, aau,9'c,1 ".,",u; 1i /. • (\ 111 'I 
1-1· \ (i ~ .u d ,, tin. \'I h l , 1111 L~-: :,:~·r, / r (::• .. J; •:,·•;-. ... ) 
mt>iu,,· .!.p5 ,llj('m/1.). ~·~u1t so11t ,11, 
G 1t.. ,i ... t mt·11 l.1"' u. '::''tu th , '-lo. ~ tl,u 
of thl 111.:ltl 1 \!°i TUl"TI t.. .'!"fl fOl'f•I ( :-: X l!.. ,, ' 
Kn-ru r11l'"" = ilr.:::i ;,: ,. hkc om.: at10lhc r 11 C. \he 
,,.,,f)f"J'Wffflll ,,,-w,wµo r.p,HTWtilll,) 1!. 11 r, h ~:::,!~ -~~\~.!111~ ... '.:. 'i"I "' 
Iii ""' of ., r~(.C • l, h \ 1!. {i = -,, - J ~ · - - ( - - caO,,,.a( .. I 

, f' nA'j"8U fJ"U ,,, \/ l,rll 1 • ' R1 /} =' h I ll1lf r, ,m ti il1..: 1 1 of In I c I I 

c' mend 
\ 

.i·~ i;:.:.·,-, 'll (Jiu ,I, ,llll) t \I b lllll()t.~'1· .' ~ / 111 I, ,r // Ir Ir\ ( \ "'":h ,•t; \.·::'""':, 

wl1; 1 l.;\U lw fillf't.' ' (,, t 1111111/ 1 I \ 1 1011/. "· .. ii) It/ r h 1''Js ' 11..,.,. I .,..,"i f.1 -;·· ,,, \1r 

UDI 

j I [i ""' ~ia, ... uttltJ' rfl-,1 T,l!fT•H "''t'"'(l (-= .,,:: ... :, .. ,, ... ''i:"I r:~ f h1. X~\ • 1; ( ;\:\. I ,, ~::i~ -x ........ , .... _ •-;:, 

lf thou treat h im ill , . .:, lcndr >. '!,cc s < of thou ,.ffilCI ]11111 C w,I] '0 I\\,\) ,nd Jl<'f h 
w11at W.'.l}' ha] the tind him!• 'l ht.: h .. .l\\ .; ~l.1H c.: 1Jlc.l • ol be- rrc Hu d <.: ,. i, l,c. \ 

.\::\.\;]\'. I ', .. ,\'I. 1(, ( ~ .\:' ,1. I ' '' 111. I; , , ' ' '\'L 1( o!I 
sections, ,ir:.: (.tl XXXI\. t 8; ,,, \~XI\, CJ 1 ; ( XXX \, lb .:.6. (,/) ,c,s:,. I 

lts thcnws unbr,1<c .t d q 1s111, in on tr-c , a ) or drc 11ns, the • :- , ric I \ 1Jur 
unacc, ptablc sacririt,•, tit, c!"1 icy of t,1t pr )'tr ,~ tl1c c rprc ct 1 ( 1n on Ju 
11 ,s pcoµlc. 

·'·'-''\' 

fl,_.fll'T"Tf Ol)' 

:J';Jj ;J). 

lo I 2. pursuing tht.:. ,,. uul. 1 p. I fl 
""'·ii. 18 cp. Pro,· , . 12 L., \:. 

;. Alikcarcmu roranddr-eam. lltt,nn,tn, mi1-111 .. 1t.:nhl miJ11 
t.:u11lr~1 ,1cd \\·1th [he 1c.i.lll)'. l lu:r,· m.,y I" 11, t ,ttlu r tJc.·., tht: ·""' 11m11,t n ttc-h 
M, a dream rnerel)· portr.1y., \\ h:1.t 1s re \(J inro 1t l• m;1y be nudt" tu me "l 

::iumnorum ') · .;.1n onl) · 11, tlrc.uns .uc j)Jkl' 
,i. F rom the unclean wbal can be clenn Cp. Job XI\ 4 .. 

g1l11.nt1 

5. Ojvinations . I hl I trn ,,ujl ii\:, 1~ l: c._ u !t , npl ) f I d\\U a• 
t•rrori!j, "f.!~1na 111<:nda, ·,11" 1mnu m:1.J..·t.1ch.:1H1um: • rt M.1\.11.,. tlir. r1,:hl,. 

l\.ll: •rin,. 'drt' 
1tu11 U• ,lt,11,10011" tll tnJ 

as thou hopest ••• Thi t 111t,m.1'.:d h.:,1 )ll.:h ... :rn c-~ ~lkn "'n,.,... 
f.tnc.:1cth, ;t~ a \\01 ,1n' ... in 11 .l\.1il; 1., ... 1-.. the , ., t1r11 ,,1 uumtulJ 5efr d1. l .. m, 
often rcfurcd to hr an< ,cnl ,1 riters. 
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SIRACII 34. 6-10 

$ 6 l If they be not sent from the \lost High proYidentiallyl, 
Do thou pay them no heed. 

; l For many there arc that ha\'c been lc:d astray by d rcamsk, 
r. 1 \nd through placing thei r hopes thereon ha,e fallen'. 

R '"\\ iihoul Jcccil ,ha'l the L-iw be fullillcdm, 
• \nd wi,dom is perfect in a mouth thal is faithful". 

lb) X,Xl\". 9-r- (X~XI. 9 '.!O). Tl,r prarticnlrn/,,e of lrur Wisdom (=~+2+3 ~3 distichs). 

9 ° ,\n C''.\pt:ricncccl m:rn knowclh much, 
,\nd ont· th:,t i, wdl vcr,nJ1° 1'declarcth under,tanding1'. 

10 He that i, without ex pent nee knowcth little 
( 11 \ lint , the wcll-vcr,cd • hath much ·skill'. 

'/'· Smmd) · $' he '.hat trustcih in lh<.'m hi, hearl is thdc' (2~8 h11r <fxw,a(,n , uo,,? «opa,n: .ro 1!.) i·l l!i rn• 
µ.? ,r,,1,,1 Y"111rrot ,rr.oara>..'1 u, nriw,cow!J ( ~ .\ C): +aou (248): 1·1auc1111r, ( > ,,,) 106 = 1L n:ss al> ,\tfr, .. s·mo fu("rit 
""'is,., \lsl'.,1llo. \rm p. $ 'CHn though it he 01<h1n<·d of God to err 111 though1s ol the mght k·k .S 
/,/ 101 m.1n) 1l1t·rc ar,• 1hat han m,,..,.,1 lh<'1r ""'} (i..n,1~ \J/tl) in , dream' G (C &c.) r.o••••·< ( + y,,1, \ 
24h I ,1/. :,,yro-llrx 1!. $) '"""'~"' ~« '"'"'" 1-t ,\,. (i J!. $'and hair SLUmblecl in tlwir paths' m-m So 

r. l!. (1c1hu111 l, ~h) 5 'where there i, no ~in r;ud h 11cll pleao;i·u (f!./J. ' i j):i ib:i 1111Sm11fns1,~,r1 ~1· :5: 111 

A', r ) n n (i ,:m crotj>ta t1Toµctr, JT10T~ (r.aure.,v .?j_l 296 308. </' lL tn ore fiddt!:-) n1'.4'1t.,a,c = .,~~ ilO::n, 
• ~.t..J .. =~:~· ~·!• NJ, 1) :: '1hc 11i-tlnm 1of th, 1m;.:rnlly at 111gh1 h bdint',I' = L ;i ~ · ~:i 0l'"Nl ri'!::;, ;ir.,Jn (.<· 
Rt ') ,..,, I!:. R"'JP r.ormlinµ,,.,r (· /. N ,\ ,·id. 2.18 3 t7 &c SJro- l lcx ir,r.>.a•?I'""") ''l"'"' ,roH,11 •a• o 

r.0~1.1r.,.,111,·: 1L \ir in mul1is. cxpcrtu,;; (= a"IJ> noXvr.!lpllc-) cog1t~hit muh~ ct qui mult:i didicit (= A"o, o r.ura1-
'-•,·µ.no~) /r,111tpfJ 11/r; th ht'I Gk u·Jrds [111 xxi. 22 (2,;) u1-8p"1'tl'or '"'J~vrr,cpor ,:f r!11d1ntl ~J J1 homo pentus. 
ir1 ~xL .:.3 (26) av.,,,, ,r,r.m~ttp.our 'd' ,ir l·ruditti,.. l · ~fJ S -,l1i<h roulus: ;.l \\lse man' ( ~';,;:n N,J) = a1111p 

"""'""•K•r </', x,s,i. :,·, xxi. o,) ,xam111,·, mud,, and the diligenl m,n' (S ,·~·:, L' r,,,d] = 11.-1,. ,•;,) 
/'/Ju U'011/d po111! Jo ,111 ,111,':;111,1/ llrbrt1l' /t",\l; 

• • • • • • (,f'. XXX\i. 2,l) ¥'{'? ~·~~ 
. . . .. ;~r,, 

~"'Y+ ( = 1 1J< .. c1l to., t well \·cr:;ed in·. p,1ral/d in mtJ11i1r:: lo ;,'ni) pr,,b, _;:a-:·t ,is, /,, !ht n1n:111/ 1f,uhi1;: ff't:rAa.,.,,­

µ«'"' = 'tr:1>ellerl' ( = l ,;, , ,:nnkd ,,; 1~1rr11't' p11rl "f :>,"!) r-1· S, l!i 1!. (cnarrabit mtd!e, 1um): .$ 'warcheth 
out ,·n·r)thing' '1 6 0 t, 1H1r>.at."]Ufl'rlf, SJ C :z.1h &c . 7ffr.manµoo~ ;;.; JOO '57 2;,4 ('"'(lri,111/ rt11da·11lg.f ':/ 

~'J'1 Hin:. 9): l!. in multi~ factu~ l'S.l (= ?'"A'J8o·n1111·0\ 1 n,rruph~)/J !l ~,-;.>.m~µ.u·hs). S ·he \\IO ts tried 
(cxpcncnced)' (•c-i,) r-, 6 r.ao·••nw• = ;,,;,31, i!, malitiam (nequi1ia) = .,,., .$ "isdom' I••' Q a, 10. 11 

,,, ll. = doul,/,t,] ... S G li, • .S '\\ht n I trie,l (g.ulwretl cxperienu) t ·t ;:, = •;1~:i O'"L:11 o·:i,1: lh1 ,_, 
0111.Jirm,d !:;· 1i. :1•/11£/1 ha el plurirna11.;, ,·e,1horU1n tOO!-.Uctutluu.·, (con,ul·tudin<:.;, = 11t.,118tm.rt d 1,,1,11pt1011? o/ 

(. If they Ii. r. drr.1m,1 be not sent from the Most High providentially it'• /,rorno,;11. • a~ a , isitation "). The 
\\ ilt: herr. n,aktj an 1.x1·l'plir,n of God .. i'.:i\'rn dre:ims, of which m;1n}' arc referred to in the 0. T. 'The l,J 'unle~, A 
,., 11i'm be stnt from the \lost lli~h rwhi h may TCpre,cnt the true 1exl/, apparcnt:y means unless lhe dream be 
fol111\\•' by "me dclinite ""d pr:<ctical cons«\Utncrs. pay no ht'ed to it .1 good working prccq,t which accord, well with 
J\c*'-·,ir,\ ;.:cntr.d \ irw of the mattN 

7. through placing their hopes thereon have rallen. For the phrase cp. 15 xiv.:. 
~:. Without deceit ,hall the Law be ft lfllled. i. ~- mthout the aid or such false and t!clusivr medi,i as dreams ann 

,:innatinn:- the J av .. · \.\JII br r<"alized o.e. it thre:il and promisrs, dependent upon obedience or disohedience to its 
prc<•·ph, h.111 h ·c,lllcdl so l{),,tl. Or the sentence mii;h1 mean: 1hose who practise the Lnw can and should 
Juhtl 11 J•rt:' .. { :•1 w:thflul rts11rt to 5Uch means (\\hich~ mdc,·d, a.re contrary tn it). Edt'hhcim ma.kc~' \Hthout dr-ceit • 

1 by :,·llin tht truth -a h,lF,h ~nd &trained runstructmn. 
wisdom 1s perfect in a mouth tha t is faithful. i.t. wisdom is only then pe1fect "hen it is allied \\ith 

truihf I , '\ "10uth tha1 1s fai1l,ful and true': so Ryssd.) '\\ isdom whtn combined \\ith s1nceri1y is petfect' 
I I.ti 1 c..ht:1m Lien·. \k . 'ilrom. 11, 26. 24, />ac" I. 441 citl!~ the:- cl.lusc in the form: "uff,la O"f"hµa,., ff'JoTW)' l" ithout 
r,~,;.,.,,,, cp. ll.). [For 1hc eq11a11on or Law and wisdom cp. chap. :oxiv, and sec lntrotl. § 9, ,i and 11i.] 

lb) x,x1\' ~ t7 (-ii XX,I. ') 20). The \\nler in this suhsection proceeds to enlarge on the benefit of true 
wisdom and ,unc\ J>iel)', .1, ho,rn in h1, o\\n \\Ide experience of life. 

,,. An ~xpt:ritnced man .. one that is well versed. rhc < nntcx.t ,hnws that the wnter is referring to experience 
~;11ne.f 1n the hoo1 of lift·, cspeciall)i by tr.wd (cp. -:-• 111. Edcrsheim lhinks skill in practire 1n the arts or sciences 
IS meant ( :p. a•, 1061. 

10. the wdl,versed. I or the reatling I - lkbr. >•;,1 see critical notes. $ 'one who is tried' fin the school or 
c·s;ieri ,reJ J.:i\'t:~ tlw -.<'n"" \,ell: t p .. d~o lL r \gainst the view that !JO) .1.nd iiO) h,tve been confuf.ed in origjnal 
J I ebrc" here ••• R r ,cl. J 



S IR I\C JI 34. l r 18 

e:; 11 ( 1 2) • In my journeying• l h:l\ c · cc·n much, 
~ 'And manr things h.1ve bcfallc,1 me•. 

, • ( 13) Often was I in danger c,·cn unto dc·ath. 
But was preserved "bcc,1use of thc••e things•. 

q(q ) ' T he ~pirit of those that (1-;11 the Lord ,cnuim:th ali"r'. 
( 1;;1 " F or t hl'ir hope: i, upon I lim that saves them•. 

11 ( 16) ' Ile that foa,eth the Lord is afr.,id of 'notluni::', 
1\ nd doth not lose courar:1:-for I le is his hope. 

1.;( 1 i ) Of h ,m tha t fo.ucth the I.on! h.tppr the ,oul • 
( • 8) On whom doth hl' It 11st > And "ho is his •!.1\·'? 

16 ( 1 9) T he eyes o f t lw Lord a1t· upon •them that foar i I im' 
' A mighty shidd, and stron1, ~tay1', ' 

r ,\ CO\T r f,om scorchinl,!' Sirncco , da sli:1d,)w from noc,ntick h, :u 1, 
• \ l,!'llard from stumbling•, and ,l suc~ou, from t~dlit. 

1 , ( zo) l kart-~l,tddcnc·r and nc-bri••ht< ncr "' 
" I I ca.ling, life, and b l,:'.,sinl!' ~! ' 

(c) XXXi \'. 18 2/J (\'\~ I ·)t 11). l"111capta/>l,·s,1rtji, (=!.,.{+:+ )di,,tich,j. 

18 (i ' ) hTJte sacrific, of the unn hkuus 111.111 b a rnuckin:;: otfcrir.: \ 
(

2 2 ) A nd unacccpt.1blc arc 'the obl.1tiu11, of the gvdlcs, 

(7t·vri>..8,: ,,, = ,,o,,.fn ,,xt1,). £i rm :'l'~(,,11n (ii,-: T'1 rr>.acruort, 11di111 l(cJl111.,..·) T(l.'lat' A""'fw,. I'\!"'.,., jl-011 

( 106 > µ01:) =; \nJ~~ 'i:11":' :,J i~ (·n;·:i ! ' ., (' ,ruf'II JI ·;,xJ r R, ') 11 tJ ti rotTw~ lll,:HJI = ~ 
l!,; horum caU!-,L C' IUJl.:nllU'." '-Urn gr.ill.\ ck1 ,,.111,/t r 11t/0111f: \" "/..'J..' I,/ Ii J/11 f,11111/tar plu 1 • · $a\'C'"d ln 
i;r:t,, .• '( I/art). J.',l,,sl,, f/(._·, {• //1,1 o, :iv:i /, / /1/ //, 11,:m111 """ i,,11, ,,,, 1ua11,11~ '\\ ''" Iii~, I J"rd 
on.·r (ml')' (O"!JJ!~,) and Jhr1t li11 ,, ,s 11, , rd la tit l11111sf.1f,1 Ll;:::.:.·~ = •011 ,,ltcurt of them , , .S G 
i"l'M m;;• ii>"'' ni, ~ 'the ";11 ,,f thust· tli.11 f<ar llim th, I ,rel drn,'=l;r:m ;-,~. 'l'!, ' , 1i:-. (l:frrsn): 
1!. quaen1ur = C'lr,;0'10,,.,,. .f., (,,,nrm (II,. _Jj llou•111;., .. ,I 111r< 1n 1!. 1 :111 .unphj1tafl 11) • • ... , Ci ti+ 0<uls 
J lti m diligcntc, s~ (= ·. 1h ( ••1).1): .S •for ,(fC,lt ,, I,, 11<,J e .rn,111 ,,.,·c~· '.S'>lh ··,, • , o,t,. 
~ &c. S)rO•l kx h. ~ ff•JAAu \ '·" l''I H c.lt. it (i uirr,ar'J,""fJU! = j;.0:;+r:, 1·~. x,u. 10 .... G: (Jo;> Tovr 
rJ,0$,01.iµ.u.ioua1JTaai ( 11) rHt\(J)'11 ... w1T,iswrr,1• B .. \.c. ~4s S'all 11,, '"Cf\'.lflt,'L1L rta/is h..J I, //z r 1du1g. ,-p 
L 13 ( rs)l ····I .s rrot, lill~ (:: -:,) and dt'ltH.:rin~. and 11 i...; l .,.r •• ,onfi J~lllt'. G rtun,, an­
J(~JlO'W)OC': l!, tegimc.n ,trtln i'.'o, (.S · from the l·ncmy ') & ... 1 .. ,· 1L (uu ulum rncr1du111) G oa ::,, ~~ar,1.,:1p, ,r 
(~ from the foe') • ~ ~. ~ li ,kprccall,> (pr,·c.1t1u) olfru,, nh, ~ '1\lour from ,,m cuon' , t G 
n"'·<l,wv 'f'")('/V = (::'~l'-) :lJ::·o w 1!. ( ,·x.ih.u" amm un) · S 'joy of h, m = .::l. :,c~""t: J , , •d I, r, (~'.:;':::I 
f-, S. e:; addw;, o,&,,·r (. /' l!. da!ls ,an. ,tem. ,\:c.) /, \,., p, ub • • ,,, 1 ld111< 11 '!/ 6 ( , J.'1 s I) l"' .fr In, :, I, , 
u,., h,II 'jo, of I,, .111 aud (,;:l,1 ot ere, 111<1 h,·.,h rg of hie au,! 1,le,,iug, ill tlic,c doubly UJ on tltc u,,lttcOL> 
!--hall tom<" 1 (/u '/ cl.111. 111 1dd· , · •/' xi. .ro)J li~l1 [i ~11101( ... 1 ,f ot--.,,,, 'ffpoa1;op1 ~'~°"·"~'.-" = > ~1 i;"": r..:' 
O'l'Ml,.'11 nru1:1 (/ ·11/ ~~),'C n~i . li Ir .id , ~~,:: n: t) /1.1 

: f: " iit' !) cnfiLc:, of the ur •1ghteou~ t11~ 

unrighteous (;1;:,: :,:~\J.'i ('('1].'1 ··,m~J.') = ///,,. : ( ~~')/) '-:~· ~111:; n~·,· fr l"l'""?l'"'I ( /, ~ ,. oi:8a, = I 

11. l o my journeying 1 have seen much. .-\n ~tc:restinJ.; .1utol 1t1 'r.tphu 11 tOl: h hrn-~1r,1· tr.i,·r . .l'"t .iga 
allu·lcd to in \1 13. L nf11rtunatt:I)' n i dct.ul .1.rc- giH n .. 

And many things ha ve bcfallon me. ',o ~ (>(·< cn1,-1l notrst <!'i h,15 ',rnd m:.>rc than •ny \\ord is t )' 

undcrstandin;, ·, i. e. m)' kncw,·h ;c and ht a:, .:u.1tt r t'1,ln mr,cht be \uppoH·d from m,· "ord5. 
I:!:. because o r these lb.ings. l'· 1w •c ot tl• W>otl !;e;nse, prndcnC't' .111d ~.,_ referred to .'l tJ. .. prC\ IC"US 

,·crses {47'. 9 and 101 . or 11. .d 1\hcn tht:} n·u tht c pt: H n1 t.: menu \TI I m ,he prc, 1uus 11crs.c p !!t .('d over (tnr)' 
sec criuca.l notes. 

r 3. The spirit of tlto.sc tb , t fenr the Loni rcmamot:lh nJive. sc. 11 t!.,ni;• r: ' t'' 11' lie•, r prl!'c pk "I hfc, as 
in Isa. xxxd1i. 16. 

1,1. is afraid of nothing. i. e. nothing d.,unts him, be··"'" h i, sust,unc-<l by ,l sc. uunc frnh tn l d s pro,· den~ 
1 he; ~.,, /. of (i ( _\) - 'sh:l.ll rc,·erenu .. auud: • tt.tk1l'6 ,tAot1,,.- m J. rclig1nus C"~, ..ii ( ,od karmg. 

15. On whom doth h e trust? ':',Jt,---:t\• - ::~· " : -~i· '\ \t,,J,u.!1.U1, , ' I. clu:1lu. 1111
111f' um,,, 

l ',. xxh· tend): '\\'ho ,s the Kin~ of ;:lori · to mrri forr 11,c ans\\rs th3t folio"•), • 
16. T he eyes of the Lord a re upon thc.:m that fear Him r ... ''"111 1-; Ilt-1 

i ,~,u, 1 S : 1 f. ~,~1\. 1 3 \ lti. 
T he- dauM: 1::; idcnt 11 .II with xv 19. , 

A mighty shield . . ~ \ mi 'ht~ 111 1d 1 i ".",,. ,,. ~~., ,, , ; ,.,.,.. 1h - • :-·n ·;·: I ..tncl ttr11n.: ~t t\ • f,,.,. , ,.., .. l11 \ .:.h 

= )J.' j))::/0) for the terms cf. I',. x,·,ii. '"''' 3 and ,~ 1 lebr ,md 1 '\X : cp, ~"llsn l's lxt. !IJc.) 3 f, xc-1. 1xc.) 1 f. 
A cover from scorcbio .. Sirocco, a sha dow from noout,de bent. Cp. h. xw <4. 

17. H eart•gladdencr andncye-brightener. 1 f. I (, ~. ·Tia >l.tlUl"" .,( Jal"~h a"t 1, 1 r I rl 

t he comm.md mcnl of J .. h,~h . . gi,·eth li"ht to the cyt 
(,) .\ ~\ I\ . 1i:) -::6 ( ii \\\I -1 ) 1 ·1 h1a »uU .. cction introdu ..:, a i,uln·-1 "bi\,.!1 1~ "'un~111 ul in lht nc,' 

·U5 



S l R \Cl! 34. 19-25 

~(.$)19(23) 1 he :llost Jligh hath no pleasure in the offerings of the ungodlr, 
J X cithtr doth He for~il'c 5in, for :i rnultitucle of sacrifice). 

20(21) '(As) one that k11leth the son before the father's eyes 
ls he th:ll offLrclh a sacrifice from the goods of the poork. 

11 (2:;) 1 A scant} bread is the life of the poor1 

i He that dcprivcth him thcrcofm is na man of blood". 
n (,1,) 0 Hc slarcth his ocighbour 11ho taketh away his living· 

(27) PAnd a 1,luod-shc<ldcr is he that dcprivcth the hireling of his hire" 
>J (el<) One building ''and another'' pullmi; down 

\\ hat h:\\"C thcy gained but ' cmptyr toil? 
: 4 (:,,) One, 'pray in~• and i.tnothcri cursing-

To whusc rnicc shall "the Lord" lbtt:n? 
z.~(.1c) He who w1shcth after (contact with) a dead bod}' 'and touchcth it again', 

~· \\'hat hath he ~.1i11ed by his bathin;:"'? 

m1' k 11/ ,p. Ir• ii. (xXliii.) ,x 0 "h11, o•;•nyn ;,::·i:o=•i•Y" ,.,,..,k~µ ... a lXX)· ,\ 70 106 157 C,1nl. Al,.,·. 
n . ,111 mu/ li {Ill,tl·ubt:l) 1-r(1i/ 1uµ,,1µ11,u1,.,, contatnin;\t, ·i (. Sm,,ul) c r1111l,i111i1g 11,,- l,zsl 1cdd1i1g w1'Jh Sit.., ,bt,11i1 

'" / /1 fn,s,l,I I ,t 111 llu nn ,:111, /11,r, ,,, 01·~ nr,J') ,.t,,ir.:, ;it..,11. \ Lurnt offering from that which h 

uniu,tl) .,ollcn (rp. [,a x,. 8 ··~'~' ~.n) i, a bknn,hed offe.rm!; . .l'il1JJ'l,k ,111 , vd/,111 w,,. ,111d 11111r t,, nghl 
(, /' .~111(//d ) ' • t!:i (~ ',,,.,., .:~ts) 6"1P~l'"rn a,,o,.wr (,f',;; · tht·ir olil.111011, '); ll. sub:,anna1ion~ imu~torum: 
/111 N " \ 106 JO~ ~w~"µa• 1 ll µw .. w,11ru "'"JJW" (1 thi mockrri~s of Lhe godk"'.., ' ) J J S,J 6: S neither for 
th 111ult.,11d o f their oblation, {r/ . 1!. 11cc in multitudinc ,.1critic1orum <·0111111) doth I le forgi,·c them' k· l!, 
/r,111•p • 1,111" (a) ,u11/ (b). L<u ,,: ' ,,•11111111!! h,1 ti,.": ;:, J!, "iru-llcx +"'''as one th1t J..illeth :b 
,1/1 tN ,r-u.·) al bt~·i1111i11_.11 'JI lam; (h)J -I 6 tt1;ro-. ,,rcdtaJJtfl'c.W Cw'I r.rwxtow' $6 1 brc,ul of rneTC)' &c 

( = ,:n on:, ,, ,cm cm, / wt i :r,i = 111111, 1.0,crty (Pro,·. >.xsiii. 2,, Joh""'· .1)) m-111 1G (B &c.): 
,, w CJtJTtpw1• «"·n,~·. for m'T'J' N' :q.8 1!. (qm dchauJat ilium) ,. 11d nuT"t: .S 'he thaL cx:1.cts it from them 1 

,, 0 S ,t, l!. ::: ,hells in11oc1·11t blood ' (,p. ::z b) , u .\, Cr=? ;i•n•:> ~Ulm ,, Jn ni:, lL qui aufcrl in 
,u<lorc 1·m,·111 (,/' Gen. i,i. ,~. ii'. z) qu,1,i qui ocridit proximum ,uum ;, 'he 11ho kill, his neighbour possesses 
hi~ :-, .od:,. ( l .d,,-.Jh. s11::gu1, ~ii' tlj //u ·::rr/J = '> n<fmf>OL•µt11tJ,: flus 1,·011/d a, ,11111/ far .$ t.1,, = • to dispossr"SS • 

, ' 1 .. ' pt•,·•·» ') I• P Su l!:i: 1L qm effundit sangumt m ct qui fraudcm facit merccmrio, frat re, ,um: 
S .11 , ,::"'"<"l1t11d11l/f.\· 1 /1, r,1(i«n, "' £'another': l!.,ctunus r r.)oS; >6.,m/JL •·• S,J 
iti- J!. ~ blc..,~ing . L· t. (i ~ac tt\· • SO ]., • ..... \'CO-} lex. lfat fTtpo~ ; SI ~ O· ll (i- ll ato7TOn'I\"' 11., dt'US1 SO ,$ 

,. ' \ , I& l!. ;, .rnd rel urns ( = :igam ti raws 11i!.1'.h) to him' (i. f, IM d«id) • " .\,, e:i (S 'from h1, washin~) · 
l!. ,1utd prollctt levatio illms ? x " lL /r.111.rt,, .r /hl'St t:.t'.IJ cliuur.s Y ··) 6 o T~ rmrt1J1CA>6q1cu mT011 =- JL· 
.S tlat he fa,ted (con ,rl(>· 111/, 1 f,r,hi,g) = )1! n;:•;i: 'u,i;JIJ or 1n·:J,'l1J , ' fl,r,•1~1;/w11! //us ,h,,pln .$ n11!I to 

d1aptrr l'i. the ,·.1luc of,.,, rilice,. '!'he theme illustrated hrsl is thH of unacceptable sacrifice, 11hich is denned a, 
r-on!!.I! t 1n in \\ ha, 1 ... crl\·ctl from unju~t gain and opprc:}sion of the poor. 

t The oblations or the godless. The belier attested Greek reading , •mockeries', a term applied to the 
sacr ti, e of the god)c; } or the sentimt:nt cp. Pro\', X\'. 8, xxi. 27. 

1,. Neither doth He forg-ivesins for a multitude of sacrifices. Cp. 1ii.9; Isa. i. ti f.; l's. I. g. 15. 
:o. 1As1 one that killeth the son before t h e father's eyes The point of the comparison is that a duty may not 

'"' fullillcd at th<· c,pcnsr of commnun:.: ., great wrong. 1 he poor Mc dear to the dil'ine heitrt ns :t son to a father. 
~,. A scanty bread is the life of the poor. • Life' here that on which their life depends and 1s sust111ned (=ill 

;i•n•" , rp. ii'. 1. The re.1din:; of ;b !' bread of mercy' = charity) yields the sense: • Bread of charil)' is the li,·ehhood 
of thr, ,oor,' ,. e. the poor depend upon the doles ol the rich for rhctr Jivchhooo: but_ this i, prob,1bly not ri:,:ht. Ball 
1 l ;,, ', I /, .; ~ug~t,t> 1l1c r ·1u.J..:n1t~; ··r11c brc.,d uf tlu.: n..:'-'.d)", the hv1ng ol the µuus· !hc tlt,ll tkp11\1..th h1n, 
thercn1.' &c !. 

::. Ill!, livinr,:. The Greek word used (n-,·µ~i,.17 .. ) has here rhc unusual sense of' hnng' 11,ktur\: 'living together' 
(c.f so· .11 or n.,nt.d mtercouroe) would be more literal. Probably the word "as chosen to represent ;i•n!J a, distmcl 
from ~r·n t 1.:0~ ,. F"or the cl.wsc rp. the pro,-l·rb cited in .Jlidr,uh T,111/Juma 12 /J. •Anyone who -;teals the wonh of ;1 

t.&rt,. ni,{ lr11111 his nc!,.:l1l1 n1r b .t!'i though he took j\\.l)' l11s life' 1i;·;,.., ':"": :;i; ~~n l/N::i n~:nt-;1 i1t=i,~::l 0lt.:; >t1'~ ~J ). 
who taketh n way his Jiving. The rc.,dmg uf 1!.. • he wh" takes away sweat brc.t I' (s<'C critical note), 1s rcmnrk· 

able. The«. ,, a clear reference to Gen. iii. 19 • cp. iv. : (lain) in a context which refers to unacceptable s.tcrifice. 
And a blood-»hcddcr rs he that depriveth the hireling of his h ire. Cp. the µro,crl> cllc<l an T. 13. 1/,,b<, 11uf1;, 

11 z ,, . I 1,·r)· nn.<· who ,upprcs,,·s the lure of an lureling is .ts though he took r,om him his life' n•::;;, i::;;, i.:'J lJ ,i ;,::, 

l:i::~ 1::•.:i :it::,: l~N::1 : cp. abo \'ii. zo and J.e,· xix. 13; Dcul. x•iv. q f.; Jer. uii. 13; .'.I.fa!. iii. S; Tobit k J 1; 
James 4. 

:3•:,. ln 11 .. , .,sc nl the s,ic, ,i.e., ,on1cmpl.11c<I one builds 1 = the poor man by his l.,bour produces) somcthini: which 
the other pulls down "· c . con,umc, by ,ci1ini: a for ~n unJu,t ,.,cr11ice): one pra)·• (i.e. the sacrificer) a.nd tbe other 
I ... the paor man who has b<·en robbed) cur.;es. 

25 :u. i h~"bC \·cr>es0,1\c further illu)lf~ltion) of contradiction (between outward act and inward intention). It is futile 
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C. (~)26(.1 1) So a ma n fa,ting fur hi~ ~ins 
And again dom~ the ,amc 

c;,, I R \C JI :i I. :.06-:i;;, ; 

· \Vho will listen to his prayer? 
And \,hal hath he g:1111cd 'hr 111, hum iii ,tion". 

(d) •xx....: ,·. I II {.\:.\:XII. I 1 1) ;lcar111b! .. s11rr,jic <=1+; +~+~ dM1chs\ 

35 , (,)• I[ c that kecpcth the la\, rnnl11pla,th oflrrirgs• , 
( 1) 1' lie sacrifice th a 1><:,l{c-offcring th.it hlcdctlt the cornmancimcnt.'. 

: (3) lie that pr.1ctiscth kindnes, offu,:th llnc flour•, 
(~) .\nd he that cloc.:th mncr "sacriftccth ., th mk,offcnni.:• 

:; (:;) ,\ thm,., well plca,ing to the l.orcl it,~ •tfJ avoid wichd11c~ 
'And Pa propiti:itton~ to avoid \d1;1t ., wrong'. 

4 (<o) ,\ppcar not with empt}' hands hm the presence <•f th~ 1.orcl'', 
:.(71 •For all thi, (shAII b,· done) h,·,au 1t i, comm.indcd' 
'•(~) T lw offcting of the ri,:htrnus lm,,kcth the ,Illar fat'. 

k .\nd its S\\Ttt sa\'our (cometh) 1,clurt· tlte \lost I It• h' 
; (CJ) 1T he mcal-ofTcrin~1 of a rii.:htcoLt, man rs .1cccpt,1blt-, ' 

"Anti it~ mcmonal sh.Ill l'ot be for;:ollcn' 

lul":'f vt(ldifi, d ,111d nil, rttl //1• I, \ I / ,1 r II ,r/, r,16/, , \ 1.11/ /- r d, 111,1/1, r If II I he 
1hr /;1111; dirt I rfi1,11,c I 1,r•J1 h, 111 1.., fJ r,'1111111 l,d a11J,...,n uftr , 1 
•-o. ,.'-; 6 (ri41,/111.:: -r.pu,,,f1•tptt'. ,, ,I/J S \ ·"'\. ...,, re ... J f, ~ ,1 T 11 I I <1111,Pop<11 }t 1 ~ t 1t 
:!:, • Jr thou h~,t tlo11e th:it \\J11ch a,. \\fill( 11 int i: I .1\\ r vi I ,tllit rp· I It' " {r\' t.' 

~::ilu_urc..· c:~t :'hht"n !ere 11 \nc'.1t1"'( p. hcrm ,, , ,, /, f, 1 !111• I.\) ::: ,. ml 11, th , kn·~ h, c 
lS hl~ spir•• t r ' \ (i 1!. I Ctnh• ll ~Tl J. Ill «l C lfc."11 '-11111 l'"I ('JI ! ~ 11 lrll g 
an ot~l.llinn (,~· ti'.• ccltLr.1.tl tl l·.m •. l•Jri,t) 

1 1 I ii t'uru,s.,ui•"' fTtult {~ iJu,1,1 irr.\) 
~acrifJ(lllnl ~ k,cpt·:lj the l.l\\ ( I Jd/!t.,! ;"'"":';" r, :ii•:-) " tu ffff':,(J'l"J;; I u-18'U~IJjJHrf (Qft•Up.4f'1'141 5!i 
106 z:;.i) ~ fro111 ,Ill tl,at IS cn1' I (, l!'i. :,, ,~er I ,-1( 1,1 sir, ·'" frurn ~ Iha I • : • G 
,fiAu,,µo<(= "M'~:, ,f.: ;) ll.,~1,r,·•,UIC' pm l<«.!1 t,h \, lit!. :,, I r llr1 ••S G 
(1!. propln 111an.J.nu1n JJ, 1 (1t11111 :: •for<\< n 011.: 111 ,t 110,•h "' It I 1 1• • l«e ieth h, < m1 1uh1 
; J \u (i 1!. . ~ i• ti, l r.t)<r ro: 1he1r 11w11tl ~ " ,\ If. l!. S • hr r J tJ, I cu Ir 1 • h ;i,c ( f , 1) 
1-1 (.. (Jl·(1UI J!. .S tlK •1fl' (,\)Jl,11 / ~,pftr ) 111 Ill \ ff; t. 1 111« H ,r t.: U II I , \ t\.,,r 

to p,l'5~ thruu~h ,he ri1u 11 .~r:t •f pt..r c lt In. 1f tit• tic• rnc .' 1 .., l, ... lt' ttr1v c r ,r •,I ~ 
futslt! to .t~l.. f11r the tli, nt· for,., \ e r s <•1 I by l OL t. I (. 1•) till r • ., re, rr,te· 111 t, t Ii 
: J 1ct. ii. ::.?O z_ J I x. 2.t,. !';11ni1.,r I u,;,1ro1.l,r n .md l.m,h • t • re ,. ;->lop: m th ·1 1lmudli r ,, tdtt' t n t 
(:J ,·,1111/,. 1(" ·p .. ,!so ,11,,tll d, A' .\0

•//1 •11 ( ,, r «It >11 >) Ider~ <'II 
zf., hunulia t ion f.,,111 .t:,': c .. I •er JI, hr ~,::,.·:-' !1 ,t l n 1, 1.1 II:" 

(,{1'\'\'\\.111( 1'°,'\,'\11.,,; l'h<''"'" rn 1hrn1,1 nl1h, NlO'ISth.,1 
thcc.,prcss1ono(l o \\ill,duum( tht:-ifh.'Tlll cfn.n)o;:tcr t. 1u11.tc::.r reonl} 
w11hn~,;I)' fr•1m , ,;r.,1 fol he.,rt, ~rn<l It tlu.:) uc L ,hmt ,, h )u~li ,th, 11 '.lo' 1 ,r I} t.:om 

I mulbplie th o ffc , ing~ ( he ,.1rlUUS l nc1 uf ~a nh (' Hl ~r(' ht j I \\h.it { ,. \\ 
rdt.:rt:nrt~m s nh•t.l ;LChns ,II 'C(. 'lllf'SI ,l, 11 t po,b•hr,y ,1c:''r)" ,,d .... OS,lt(' C 

a peacc-offcr,n2". {i uc.u,,,. , 1b.,hly r.•, i --r.,r'1 o, r 1 '.\, • 1 'l 1, , ,\ 

LX'.\.zChron xx. 1 1 Hrbr C'~:.,::,r.::~ F1.:l:"thr111"' lprc51r1ptcnsc.,>.lc,.111 
::?. offercth fine Dour 1.c , 1 .r 1· '(iG;':'1 rf "t- cl1 , 'o 1 ,.,..,, 1Alf n"":"J w 1hc pr 

c·(. l.cv. ii. T hr pr,1rt1 c of kmdnC"iS 1 ,c,, ,:;-: ""·' ":!) t l n•gul r phr, c i I •c Jlrl Tt'\\i for lx-
wlq, h included 11 1nmc th,\u, l, .. ,~~l\lOJ.; 

h e that doelh m~rcy. 'I • . proh. ;-•1~ ;-:.,•',' 
;. to nvoid wick tdncs~. ,,q u mr .,. J''iH ,, 1:~-: - ,~ l ,_ 'ob x,, 1 • .!ti 

h;; \ o nuc 11 

olcnce i;rncr II\' 

4 Appear 1\ot with em pl y hands 1' l •, 1 I)' <.p "'·: 1 ,1. 
in the p resence of the Lord. 1.c 1<mp1e I or I i..r c J Ix d '-:U11. •5, 1:xx ,. :c l>cut X\i 16 

and I '\ :\. 
5. because 1t 1s co01 m a ndc1l. (Jm •It 1• 1 H 1111 rh , 

tn tht: dl\·111l· "ill· TIH" JUt...,,r 1,11110, ul 11.1.: ,,l!u .. HJ,t I~ ob..~ ,i 111 
It l ':t th:~ onh· tlut ;,.i,l'~ llu ,.1 nl" c.., 11 h"...;•• 1, \ :.i, JI ,,11;: 1h, 'tt .. 1 • n c , " , 1,al 
the Lawmu~t he pcrf11rl11l·1l l1ct.1u,1.· ,,01! lt., ... ,n1111 i.. ! th,:11,. I h•~" ,11,cµ II o, l1k:r i 1 
Jews such a, Plulo. , 

CJ, meketh the alta r fa t. ,\ ~1gn (1um "?.:1 1, it 111. , 1 ( •, nc111t'1 tl :h; .. ~ :he. s:a.o ficr t • 

s imply p.uaphr"sc, in Chrisiian sense (srr critica~ ~olc!). , , . . • • , • 
"} The mcal•off..:r iug . (r ,,...,,.,th, r~ ~-~;·; 1::: tln 1ft 1: .tn,1 lh• t11cmora l - luf" , .. ~ · ha; p.u1 ol ,~ .. 

mcal~offrrin~,,lwh" ~hurnt:l~:t·11u.-r11,r1.d 11., 11 .. :: M,,.-,.,,,.,.,r,nrm\\X\IIU.11,,h 1t o'Jit.6.!IM' ur 
in ~·. G nn•i n•, m rcfcre1tcc t" tilt J.1t 111,~ cj wl tin l1111 n1 u1T1.:nni;) 11 't11d1 11cn: L11rnt ~1· , ... ~ ...... 1 I , 1, '·· 

,....J1. ;:, l:c 

·U7 



SIRACH 35. 8-15 

tt ~·(,o) With a good ere "glorify the L ord", 
And •stint not the heave-offering of thy hand~0

• 

~- 9 (11)~l n all th} deeds• let thy countenance shine, 
·•And with gladness dedicate thy tithe•. 

10 (,~) Gi\'e 'to God' as Ile hath given •to thee, 
•• \\" ith goodness of eye", and 1.1s thine hand hath attained•. 

, r ( 13) For I le is "a God of requital•, 
And • s<:venfold • "ill I le recompense thee. 

(d X \:X\'. 1 ~ - ~o (XX x,·. 1-1- z6J. 1,,,,t lll'lrrs 1/11: c,y Pf th,· ,,pprcsscd ( = 2 + z + 2 + 2 + 5 + 1 distichs). 

, ~ (, 1}" 'Rribe not• , for 11 e will not receive• : 
( 1,;) ,\ ml put not thy tru,t 'upon a sacrifice of extortion', 

For I le is .1 God of justice , 
And with Him is no parti:tlity. 

13 ( 16) • Ile will not show partiality against the poor man•, 
.\n<l the supplications of hthe distre~sedb Ile hcareth. 

q (, ;) l lc doth not ignore •th<: cry• of the fatherless, 

Ii ( l ~) 

{ 19) 

d \ ~ .. the widow, when ,he pourcth out (her) plaint d, 

lJo not the tear.,' run tloun the cheek, 
•And sigh :igainst him who causeth them to fallJg) 

[Jominu,): S 'an,l the mtmorial of the righteous shall not he forgotten for ever' n-n Sn G lL: S • gi\'C to 
the poor · ,...., Sn G (rnra1•x~· \"P"'' [ ;o X"i'H] = 11' no,-m · rp. vii. 31 Oeul xii. 11, LXX), 1!.: S • stumble 
not (,J.'•:n f,, 01.'':'n) in thy gifts' p-r 6 '" rra<Tn &.a11 (1i1loprrlli1g): so S 'I ·1 So ).l! (1:.:'ll?, mg. 11::•i.·o 
and T'.:'y?) Ci (aumq•) S 'lend to him "ho doth not p.1y thee' (rp. Luke ,i. 34 P, k) r-r ).l! It ,1 ,, : 
l t/11,111' (11t1dtr l,11,-) ,x, · 1 .$: l!i Y,/mTT<e - G > 111'4 .Sn J.l! (I'll Jl07) G ,v ay<16<:> ,,¢6n~l"l': so S 
t·t J!.! l' n;i:'CI? (1' l'::'i1)"" (i ,n8 "P'i"' \"'"": .S '\\'Ith :t lar!(c ht1nd' (r«1tlwg •J 11111/ 111t,1p1,lt11/: by .l1,1m. Nl:ll). 
For phr,w , f . xi, , 1 Jl! : S + (,, glou: ,-p, Pro,. xix. 1 7) 'for he "ho gi,eth to the poor lenclcth to God ; for 
11h11 ,, ., r,·,·ompcn~cr hut flnn · = J!l 111,;.: : Nli1 CN ' J m~l~l )J/J '':I p•:i1b ;mi"' .n,,:, 11- 11 J!l m~1,::•n m)N : 

•;i;.~ ar ,;, :·. 1 z ( I 5) u•oti!d bt .-.,,, rlnl.'a11d sho11/,I J,robablr 6, , wd; eli ••1·•<>< o.,,.a,,.a,~ovr (ni;oi ~N Jer. Ii. :;6) 
,-• $ fen thousand limes ten tliou,.1ntl ' $ fr,111.<posts ruses Io and 1 , ] 1<-w ill ,r~n ; N = e:i µq a .. po•01r« 

(,/' llun. x 1; A1.), S •do not tam'(=' inNn '.iN) 1!. noli ofTerc muncra pra.va • l!.+illa. r-,· JI! 
r:.:'l,.": rJl ~l.' . 6 tl1·1r~(} u()oc~ 1 l .\o W. (n_:.:hlly) c~:'O 'il'N: ei ,npior cp,.,.JJr ( =? u~rj 0'i1~~): S • a doer of 
ju,tkf · ~-• $ 'the pra)cr of the poor m,1n comtth up before l lim ' (rp. r/1111s, b) [ 248 and lL+ ••p•••l 
1,-lo W. ' l>O (r, 1rl p':>'l':l: </'· is. 9) · ~ ?3«~1''"°" · .$ ' the "cary of spirit c-e )I! np~ (mg. t'lj)l~ 'groan ' = 
S) iZi mma" (rp. lL preccs) •1-<l lllr •m HP'"' mv «~•11 ~M<fl• = J!l (mg. n•;:, l.):nn '.J: far u:inn ft.\/ hos 
,i::rin)· 1!./•r ·,tu·ort!/111• loquelam;;emitus •t·. 15(=6 ,x. 19)>,:; l(;('JL)+(mcorr,r!Cr)>,?par 

l!! f,, b ,..,,,1 ,1,,,,,,, )ll ,1;u~, or ;i,•,1,;i = (i. J!l ft.,1 .1'111 1::l = · her wanderings', A t·,rb is r,111ir, .f, 
/1,11r, pn 11! ;ii;,)'(l (rut,;, / .iir,, If/ ,,f,./) [i /,tit, <1s mbsf. ='sighing' (1,11dtrin,: ""' q «m•/Jo•lfT•r z48 

,, With a good eye. i.e. with a thankful and joyful spirit. Cp. xi\'. 10. 
glorify the Lord. i. c. by sacrifices. 

9. Here the Hebr. lll S . II resumes the text. 
I n all thy deedb. <.:f. x,x,. 21 (Ci nxiv. 27). 
thy tithe. lie re tithe is expressly mentioned (contrast ,ii. 31; xh. 20 f.) For the sentiment of the passage cp. 

2 < ,1r. i:. 7. 
11 God of requital. Cp. :.ii. 2 : for 'sevenfold' cp. di. 3, X..'<, 12 ; l's. l:ucix. 12. 
:X:\:\V. tz-20 ( - G '\:\XV. 14-26). This section is mainly concerned \lith the pra)•ers of the poor and helpless 

opprc,sc,t. To uch, prayer occupies the place of s..,crifice in the case of the rich. The prayers of the distressed, 
1•,dec<l, "ill he h,,,rd b)' t ,oJ, 1>hil,· sacrifices\\ hich .tre the outcome ot un;ust dealrn11 arc reJccted. ,\t the s.une time 
i:,,d ,111) pun1,h tin: nppressor who is the cause of biuer outcry (<11•. t z-171. This thought sui:gests an appeal 10 God 
un behalf of His oppressed people. The section ends with the expression of a confident hope that liod wiU yet 
\'in,""' llos ·hosen people against their heathen tyrants (v,•. 18-20). 

12 Bribe not, for lie will not receive. i. c. t hinl< not to l,ribc (;0<1 to m•erl0<,k sins un,.,pented by mulupl)'ln!,; 
sacrifice·. C.od is not like an unju,,t judge such s.acrificrs arc unavailing, and are not regarded. Cp. Job vi. 22. 

a 5acri6ce o{ extortion. i. c. deri,cd from the gain, of extortion and"UnJUSI dealing. 
with Him is co partiality (lit.' respect of persons'). Cp. Oeut. ,c. 17 ; a Chron. xix. 7. 

q. He doth not ignore, .. U1e widow. Cp. Exod. xxii. 2t f; Deut. uiv. 17: Ps. !xviii. 6; Prov nxiii. 10. 
15. Do not the tears run down the check. The question sui;~est that the sub;ect is no longer the \\idO\\' 

-1-3t! 



SIR \C l I :1:-,. 16 19 

Jt 16(20) bA bittcrnes,; accepted• i, (suchJ' l~i::;hin~ll. 
JAnd (such) a er} J -•bcndcthl the doud,k. 

17 (JJ) The appeal of the lowl> 1lran·rsclh th!' ,kit·,', 
m And n:~tcth not till it reach (its goal). 

It shall not rc1110H 1111 God doth vi,it'" 
(22 tz} •And (till) the n~lncous jud,:t· cXfCut

0

cth jud~cmcnt 
18(22 h) Yea, the Lord "will not tarry•, 

1'And the mightr Um will not rdr.iin llinist:lfl', 
Till I le smik '1 the loins of the mc,cilcs5, 

(23) And requite vcnncancc •Ito tlw ,irrog,mt •, 
f ill I le 'dispns.,c~. 'the ~cq>trc- .. r p,:dc', 

,\ nd "the sliill of wid.adn( ,s• 11llc1 ly cut down· 
19(:.i) Till lie render In mau 'hi, due•, ' 

"And 1tco111pu1,e pt:opli•" .iccortling tn their tlevi n~; 
(2;;) Till I le pk.id tht c:.,mc of I Ii, peoplt•, 

And rejoice them •with Iii, ,;ilv.1t1on' 

Srro.} k, ::,,i.tli 1L ,, r t,fJ~"fl, + Ull~'t> IJ.-1, .\(J ~ (i,~i ,,~""\':i') ('i, e,pnrruwa, •• ul.,.,9 = : .,'S'.,:: r .... ~ (,/ 
O,µ,,trw• = n;~·:J I ~od. "rn,. 11, I.:\:\) iL 1u1 ., orll , um ,., ot.k,11•,c111c ( p 11111,,._T 1 / 1, ,.1 
l /111; JIJArb ~ ,· ,~ ::1~:.:'tJ //, II lh 'I' ',JI, 1/ / /J 11.J, •,J, JJ ,J 111" , H ,t I t• 1 ;-~ ·s ;:·;~:J 
s. · the billt:rne:--~ (lf tl11 M.,ul nf rh 1ir t ' -= ? !:', [ ~'t! , ,,,,t:n. ~\" hn ht,r , dd j"Wi .I'" °'\- .\nu"/ 
·~l Jl (tixl) inJi'I , /; , '"' udt 'u I, 1 1

11 ,r:;s (1'1, ,,,11 aus-&1. ,111·• /•J JIU' ,,/, ii~:x 11, ,. '"") J ,. 
1uk1f1,:lt1/tt)IIS .J-ll '.\I It( (tf .. It 1// 1J ,/111.1. J-J ~ ~ ... 11,'\1 6 CUI r; loph Ov."Ol k ,S lhtl1 """" 

Lill.' douds' (=1;m:,~·) )!! ,1 ~11: •r, =ll:i lo 11,e doud, t,a,tc,: •h' (+u .. ,) 1!.. 1 ,i I ::.~:-:::-
(trt.J11.c,j-. /;1·0 lrtk, '). .\. 11,111' fl 1 ~~::·- =(!) .1l! h la to \l1 &i1b' L F,.,r prs, ,au \,, ._,",1/u 1,/r, • 

I Ill< II{/. ' J~ npy\, . //, II l'tU I - r:_:tli ;:~' ,;~· r,'°')o'\... \ I Jl f!IJ,' ;,c"',.. C'~:: ij J',~ \ I =~• ._..., ;;i•. 

(:m = shot 11,J ll~;i ,md 0~' , 'f'"'" ':/ ~i·. I' , ) .S ,h,,w lhc dcu,I, asccndc Ii m n, JI (; 
.S ',rnd lK'fo10 th, Loni uf 111.1ju,IJ It ~veil 1101 !'•'""'~ .,. u1 ii II dr.rn 1, ~It u,,011 u n .S l! , ,i; = 
i!l mg.· ~ andjudgtm,ntofuutlt ju<l:~lh [fr"" ''"'""""""'!<'\ .:.1l!l1u·t9uua ,mo, , = llr 'tllJudi;c 
tlu.- nghlt-ou1., (.uul l·\t.·culc jud~t·me111) o 1> }!! ~. i: 'lie "'U rt ... ..:,, ... ' 1 1 =. ~ "'~ l'i ot-3, IA'J 

p.crcpoth·p'J'1fC ,,r
1 

mTmt (.?~8....-o .irpotm()): l!.} : ~ ',llld sll.111 1101 for:-.d• 1 u ")"'t' I Jl! 6 (0t1</il• -

•1n1"J): l!..- dorsum ip~01 um r r Co11t Im .. Jl! It.rt c·,:S ( (i ~) o·:c"" ,p x 1 4 • • ~ ::· i.?· G 
•E"JJ!l(,J).\\·i. 9) .• \'111,ud/•rif,"'t/urtttJ::"',: , , c .. .;,,, VI :=·:.:1,) 11\,11. t/ Jcr., 1;. ;\IJI 4 
l-t = lll : e:i r.'>..,J8(1( l,..,,., fTWII (= 'c,,r n.;..·~::·: •P Ji.,rl .1./ lo, ) .s 1 11 ul of .. IIC"I... I Q .S, J.r It,, 
(11~~. 'o(tln· ,,ackt:tl • IU) S tfu: Uflrldlncou., 1Ult.f't ' ~ ::0 li "t1T..a ri:, "~'' ovroi. • • Jl 
c,~ ,,~:,=Cr ( /· 3!.,) S • , d1 \\01kt:r~ ol JI 1qu1t, ': d1101;/ ~ f, ~:, .,,, ,,tt) ' 'l! ·r~""~: f'j o r,a 

rl':i adds 1•iro, incnrrecll}'/, hul pos,,hlr "l'l"e,,cd hr.,d hu, 18 onwnrds1. The 1, ,,. of hr,,d ar~ often me I oncd 
m tlw l'~alms , ..,o Smuul ,. l f. L.1111. 1. ::: 1" :•du.: 'H't pctl1 ore· ,1 111, rn,..lll, ~nll In r h 1a i , n 'u uJ.. ft •h 
subJCCt is understood to Le the wiJ,,w cl.,usc b 111.1r he rendere<! so llcbr. ttit!): 'anJ sh,· St!!helh !x-c.iuse of hu 
mlscrit:,.' (~"'~,, ~ ~y. p, I .un. i. 7. 

10. Ab1ttt:rnessacccptt!d i~1~uch sigh111i;. 1.l tht' li,u1rm,;-,, ,ru, w,dl,) u 'iup1 , .Ht • 11 ,I,•••, .. 
p.is.s by unhced<,d and unre,lll mcJ i,y t,od . Tht· 1c,1 of J!l ts here 11nccrt.1 n. If the last \\Ord uf the line•• rct•mcd 
1;'iJ:?~> and p~, ,tlt1,;rt·tl lt1 r,~..,. ruul1·1 'tlit: hu1cnH ,,j uu-,, · ... : C I ., lflttt! It II (' tc,1 I I tl, ... \\ 
keep$ Ju. unahtrl"d I pumllll~ ~I"'!::- ,, n·urkr-.. · .1111.uttwtH ).:r tt1,11 ,11ldlh d a::•1 11t 111 1.1

1 
•c.1 lt..111111 , 11th I nu•,,, 

,su ch l a cry bcnrlt!l h the clouds. l p. 1· .... " 1 1 H' I It• h,0,1.d tht 11: 1H 11• t .. mt", ,\,11 , I uhaJ t t , 

j'!, that the 4.:f)" ur ~uppltc;111t1t1 ol tlu 11pp1,· ... 1 .. ! p1t r\, .. 1!.,· t·ln:.111, , \ ;nd s ...1~1t I, n -p u"l· ,i h11n~> ,I -ut lhr ,ti\ 11\f' 
intervention. l·or (..io,1's d\,clhnt!-plan.~ in lht•,l.tt:" (c'uuds.t Lp. p.,_, lx,111. 14, h:xs1:t.. 617). 

17. The a ppea l of the lo"I>· t rnvcr~eth t he skrcs. And rc,tcth not l1!11t rcnch Ills i:o,-11 fp. I 111.1 , .;~ 
''Thou haM cuv,:r~ri Thp,c...·h "uh a, l,Jud tl1,t, ,: ;11 .,1· 1 ~ii,J•tld '"'t p.,,i d r11u,.:t1•1, \ •tmtl I p.i, , .. t 11t url nth"" 
Zohar 1,u·co1tlm~ tu Lv,,lt:)-'\cul, .. ul·r, Lt.\ , r); 0 J 1.~ \\Lutt .1.~tl\L"'I ,UHi th.:,L\r:S tlu .. 1.r.nn t"n: • 

(til11 the rig h teous Judge execut eth judgement. <.:p. • ,en. ,n11. i5. 
1 8. Yea, the Lord ,.; ill not tarry. . 1 t " JI 11ot ,J,· •. ~) I I 1, ,lt,1"1111 -nt 011 the op;•rC' .... 1u. 1 n ch .... u~ 1hr 

foll,,winl_( ver!»cs l11t.: wntcr h.i~ m u11m.i lllt h, .,: •n 011prc.s ... ,n 111 \ •t J" " eC'l 1~u,,I... I ,,r the thou,..h1 • 1, 
Luke xvui 7 f · 2 l'c1. iii . 9. 

Till He s nule the loins. Cp. l)cu1. nx·11. 11. . , , • 
the merciless ... l hc nrrogant. 1 Jc lll1111 rulm.:; d.a.s,~Qi. i I nr pltm:,..c rt·1.tulf1• , rn~e .. ~r- , (l I lcul, , ,,11 ,. \,, 
Till He disposses 11 the scept re of pride. nu• t~i' l:..,sa..m • d,,p lli('!o,' in .,,u, h • ,,nol" o i, un •tlitl, Lie.:• 

may be riJ.dH. ywldin~ ;, ~oull ".'o,t"O,e- ~IHC'Utl pro1lt.l.--c.,., l•• 1c.,d 'l,l'll ,hto"An. I 111 ·,.1..t11t1t L•t 1nult· .. ••"ti 
w1ckcdnc~' ,p. Ps. C.:X:\\·. 3; 1~.1. Xl\. ; ; Llc.l.. , 11. 11: J•:,. b.X\ I I I' .tll tlu: horn, ol the \\ Kkcti " . I I , Ill lh1:" J , ,11 I• 

19. to mat1 (t:."ll :<t.). i c. the h~~then , cp. I . In : ( 1 ), •. ~ • • • 

And rejo ice the m w ilh Hti >&lvl\tioo Lp. I.. "'· 'I; 4 I"·'' "·: . \111. 3·,. ~• ;.i. 
439 



SI RAC I I :33. 20-3Ci. S 

)111
• •o(i6) Y [ neautrou~ is II is fctvour in a time 1 of stre,s' 

A, 1 rain-doud • in the ,eason of "drought"· 

</) \.:\X\'I 1-17 (XXX IJI. 1 1311, XX:-..Vr. 16b !2). ,.J pra;..-r t,, God/or fsrod 
l = z + 2 + .~ + 2 ~ z + 2 + : + z d 1st ichs 1. 

36 1 •'·Save us". •o God of all•. 
z J.\ncl ca.,td Thy fear upon all the natiorh' 
:: 'Shake Thy hand' a!!ainsl •the ,trangc people~, 

,\nd let them ,cc "Thy powcr1 • 

4 ,\s Tho11 h;t,t smcttficd Thy-.clf in u, before thrn1, 
S11 'glorify Thpcli1 J 111 thcmJ before us, 

:; ' I hat they nur kno,1·k, .is we also know, 
That there is none uthtr t,od but Thee 1• 

f, Renn, m1hc <ignsm, and repeal ••the wonders", 
,1) \hke 11,rnd anti ''Ri;.:ht /\rm" glorious. 

~ :-1 \\,1k,·n indii:11,1tio11 and pour out wrath. 
'J) 0 .',11bd11e• the foe and •·expel'· the cnemr, 

,, (, o 11. ,trn the· t'ncl •,, and •ordam the 'appointccl time 'r 

· I or "ho may say to Thee \Vhat dne,-t Thon r 

'~"' m r," (t~. [~ \I\' ~) 1-r f'I: I• i I ft11 P//1,1 Iii fh, If/, 1/.\ ! ~ hilS t.l/lU1t1• l~Mr lU ~<11/"f IJAl'f<w< m'l'ot• 
(N 04~ °'IH-((n 1!., 11111/;:, "> mrot·. ii•/11,/1 .<h,,u•,/ {'rob,1b(y ,,. /1,111 .. po.rn/ IQ .f~//,,tt ,~,,,,) ~ lllc1) bt I /, -,.,I 
r..,,l.~ · ·)~J. ,:, -'S' , .,~} • 1 > \"111, ,,,/. 1/ttr ,~,,~- 1L (~.,ng .. \1u. ) + dl.'1 [h<11t l'-111 , /fl, :n;,• ,~n 
5 .111.l put I< h.ttnc 11,,, cnttn)' N 21 ~ /•1,Ji.,· "" (= wp«w•· = i"l1Ni ;i-,J • • J!! o .. ,:r, (/. j:))J ) n]IJ, , 1!i S 
n ~\o e:i 1!. . S \·t~ngt:ancc' ;10; p,. "PX'1 Aoyo,, = }!) :,(-.i:l = !',('\ lion ') lt-lt S J!~ ,,i1' :.:.im = (i ,A.11"''" 
r;µu". /' X'l:X\', (xxxii.) ::?5 C So JU: G &,,ncr.a (.\ and 11..>} n 8rn~ wnnwv (clH1:r1,ru tUld u Orth 1.'tll'lrllllJ). 

ei+~r11,r.1;l)..,~01' ~l!... l"t re~1,iu no~)-, d11/n.::1·,1J,h/,M11,1113aA.t f'j)JI ,1,fi_,!l. /111, ,, l R,.1do•:;, {S111,11,/). cJl,..,s 
~· -r1J: Jli 1/S d,[.ct., S ;itrd kl. illl \\r:tlh~ come' Lfrom P,. lxx .i,. (lxxix.) 1, J • 248 ( 1!.)+T,1 I'? 
'"''1rmno t1,(,p.I\ ... x1\', .!): s•th\l ha,·t.• nut kno,,n'flu.:c'(Jcr.x.1.;): li.+uLt.ogno:-,cant,quuuunr"it<frus 
l11"1 IU d ,·oar.-c:11l nrn~iulia :u1 (,f. J. 5, 8) J ·1 6- ,rrnpoJ• ,..'J,. .,upo um.· : }Ll 9';;, ( n,g. + ,,) - .S' Jl 
(i d' aAA.11Tpe<1 h h 6 "11 ~uoan,,n ... trtn1 -= Ju ,,n-i,:,, (sin .. :.:.) i-t ~ ,~?::, : G l-l''Y"x,.,du11, ( = ~,,nn : 
S .in, rf)' Thi ,<.:If' i J S ')V 11,,. Ci S i!! /, 1 / llJ (,1 1111,tnk,) 11:i t- ,,. (· and kl thrn1 kno\\ Tlll'c ') : > 
CH 'D.t $ I (i + -.;;l'f'lf (J!! ;:: ;,, ) 111 Ill jlt I ,1~ M:'.::H:i • • • n,~ : 4fi- UfJµUR Pm .. ,.m.,w {: ) .,,~n f J!.! 111.:.. • • </1. 
x ~.; \'ill. t -1) n S ILJ .$ 'IU · and maJ.a· s .rong arm an<I nght hand 70;? 1~+mrwr c,,~VTm To 8mµru.rca 

"'"' ( /1 ,, •• 10) " , 1!! i:•;::.-1 e'i '~"I""' (/,111 o:T'pdw• 111 i.1'· .. 18. xlvu.;. I XX, "\"11 1\. z4) r P )!/ 
9,1;-,,. \?i- f<TiJlo/OlJ (l,111 ,,, ,h'I'. ;; (~upnl) •• •1 Jl r;, = (t 1Wlf"'" ( "' ,i/i," ,,, LX-X) r - r \', JU (i ,,,-,,a8,1-n 
(= ,1:,;: 1-. '"'i. 16) ",'"'"I'''"(/,,,/ N !'->)ro-llc., lL finis! u,1dnp1u,.n1 =l!! 1;11~ ,,:htli) S k, he ume conw' 
"'!'I .')1 j!) =:, ( ,. Joh rx. 1 ~) e'j, ,ma u./J1rr,qt1w18"'am, (z.JS+um) ra µqmA,w (2-48 8111.Jµ.trnw) um, ' . 9 (1 s) > Jl! 

-::o. As a rain-cloud. R(\ldin;.: Cl'~,:n :is, ; Ptn c: 'c1oud' or ~ r.un' 1._1thc:r than 'lightniing · as usual!)· rendered 
I Job w111. a• /.cch ,. , ). So !>mend. 

(/, \\ \ I 1-17 ( \l:i \:\\Ill, 1 13r1! .\:.\:'\\'I. 166--zz) fo,ms an independent subsection, which i, linkc<l on 
n:ttur.dl)· with 11ha1 prccC'de,, In the previous subsecuon the conhdcnt hope had been expressed that God would 
punish tht• ,trro;;;.lnl hcatht!n opprc~sor~ o( l5racl, i1_nrl grant Hts people rd1~J. tn t_he present subsection 1he writ<'r 
pleads w11h < ,ud. 111 the form of a pr.1yt·r, that lie ,11.l sa,·c Hrs u11n, and stnkc (e,1r into the n.11i11ns 1n order that all 
111ay know th.it lie rs t,od alone (Vi. t ;J; <~od i, urged to assen llimsclf by gathering in the scanered n.111on, and 
h) compassionatini: Sron (i'1. 6-!il· There are some striking par.Ll!els bet11 ecn this prayer ,,nd p,irts of the S)·nagoguc 
li1ur1;~, cspt: · :,1li> rhc l!i ·/1tro1 1-1/t..,UII~:.,- -r (~l1!m,,,11d1 • f.J1,'l1Ji som<: of the.: key-words ot which !,t<.:m to be echoed here. 

r O God of all. t p. ,;Iv. 23, I. zz I l':i); Rom. i,. ;. 
,:. ca,t Thy fea.r upon a ll the nations. Cp. 1 Chron. xiL 17. 
_.. Shake 1 hy hand l p. (phrase , b. x. 32. 

against the s trange people. :. c. the t,rcc'ks. 
~ As Thou hast sanctified Thyself ... So glorify Thyself. ,. c. As Thou h'5l punished us in the sight of 1hc 

he hrn, .,, ~O\I. punish thtm in the !-ight of us cp. I::.uk. xxxviii. :3. 
5 th.re ,s none o ther God bnt Thee. Cp. ls. xiv. q. 1 Kmi,:s ,·iii. 43, 60; I Chron. X\'U. zo, &c. 
f,. t• cnew 1he -,ign,. and repeat the wonders. As in tht· deli,crance from Lgypt: r<,new the wonMrs oi the 

u 
Make Hand and Right Arm glorious. Cp. Exod. xv. 6; ls. Ii. 9, liii. to, !xii. t, !xiii. 12. 

; Waken indignation l p I',. lxw1ii. 38. 
pour out wrath. p. P,. lu1x. 6 r pour ot111hy 11ra.th upon the heathen th«t kno11 thee not'). 

• lln~l<;n the 'end' and ordain the 'appointed time'. The 'end' (Heh, l'i'I the end of the penod of 
opprc ., on; th('~ .ippointcd 1m1t!' b that of the dch,·crilnce {the same terms at«: used, almost in a technical sen~t-, in 
!Jan. x1. 27, 35.) The lleb. wor I here rendered ordni11 ("'IP!l) means. almost · gne the command that II may come'. 
I "n though the • ,nd • has betn 11,ed, God can, if He chooses, shonen 1hc penocl; cp. '.\lark ,iii. 110 (q,. also 
Is. bi:. 2.: /I • 6 1111str;m!,Lucs a rcmtmbt:r the oath '. 

For wbo mny say to 1hee ... Cp. Jobi-.. 12, Ecclc.,. ,iii. 4. 
+10 



c:;IRACIJ 30. 9-16 

eJi !I (11 ) 'Let •him tJ1at cscarcth: 'be dc11<,11red' 111 th,· -i; l•J\\'it1(.: tire·, 
And may Thy peoples • wrong-er.· · !ind dc~truction1' 

Jl 10 ( 12) Make an end o.f • the !~cad of the, n,my's prmcc5' 
That saith : f hcrc " none b ·1dr me 1 

11 a(G uxiii. 13a) Gat her all tile t ribt.·s or J.icob•, 
11 6(1116) bTh:'ll .thcy rn;iy rl·ceivc thtit mhn,t.rncc• •.1~ in the <lays of old'. 

12 (17) Comp~ion,,tc dthc people·' tlut is c .. llc-d br 'I hy name, 
b rae!, •whom I hou di<l,t •urn,unc F1rstl,vrn•. 

13 ( 18) Comp;1s.,ion.1te Thy holy citr, 
Jcrus.1km, 1th, place of Thy ,h,elling'. 

1.1 ( 19) Fill S ion R11 ith Th} m,,1c,tr• . 
. And h~·h) Tc:mplt:b \~·ith Thy ~!Or}', 

15 (20) G ive k .umony to the hrst of Thy \\Orl-:s', 
_And c~t.iuh, h the \ is ion ,pokcn in Thy n;imc J, 

16 (21) G,vc rell'ar<l to thrm th.,t \nit for The,: 
T hat Thy prophets m,1r be pron·J tr~1stworthy. 

u-n 6 o (N• Sah + WI ~ .,.. + ,,,r,,'1'fr 1,) "1;11\o1...,.11" .,,,:,:, ' '(i .. ,nu IJJ ..f'l..,. :": :,;~ 1 / Xi'. 10) ~ • 1,,rriy 

lht· l:n1..:m}. = ,,.:.· ~:::iN (/·t ,·~t· ... =s') " • e:; "'""°' ,r I''\ - ; ·N r·;t"': .5:- .II ~r,1;• r ul .. u rue 
~-x abt( ou.-rn (B 68); ,rn Toi iro1,·vrh' (70 A· '!'td. 306), ,rnrrtr>VTtf ( JOh, ,rr ) /1 ',;:Mot••-r,r ) ·r G , poura• 
mrwXfw1· /'. iJ,~ ·ii: :'\un ,xn •o ~ L 1,, ::s~·,; ' iN::: ::·:o.:, ( m .:!"SJ '5 .. ~,.,,\,,~ 11t'\ .. ~ .. ., , ,, ,tiWt- \ l l = 
ti) . .s ·t:rO\\O of lht c:1wmy · .,\~,,c.=· .. / .• ~, l l Of1 l.i7) ,11, ,~ .,,, f\tl (, ~· .. ) • '!.- I I.,,. t l Pl 

•• " (- • L) 1-1· ... )'~'i1'1 ffC • • ~ '''1 - ,lu I'.( ,,1 ... , u.,o:,ru,u1T1~.:,u/J'"''..,'l''"H•1tTII\ =!C,'l": : j'\(~~' JC,l1uJT1JA., 1,., '/J''''/ <Jl 
o,;, •o•:, 6 = ) 01;, p,:, : Jo •" 1 l·ou ,si,ht from 1hc <.Jar< nf ol.1' ·-· .\ JI 6 :: ,,.,.I!.• I I,\· ~oplc · 
[& +«t..1n• : /,11/ ~ .!,;,l .:!J 1!, ~.d1,,.> :,..;t! r,.,/~ t/, \'I.\ :\1l ~ l'llaof I I I .... ,..WII•, ,~:·.... A 

C &c. 011 TTpwTuyo, 'f (lL + 1 tur, } ( N' rrpr .. ,rc,To"'f) w1.1mflkt,11: l~t ~ 1·n::;,:1 ·,: ':: t:i r.o~u, ( 1L · lu/ M :\ :::,. h Towo..-) 
• a,~at.•pn1~ ~ov ~-~ J!l ... , ,, ns ( ·.:, ..1'91i;""'::') (i IJ1lnu\o}Wf O'QI ( L 1/ apnaAo,.,a ti J f g_ ,•ns:' 
G. d, /· D,,, m111111, ./J11,/, \ ,h 1· 11.11 : ,1- ;,:i III I',. xx,x. \•X~) " "1mm) >";j 30; 'Hu flex 
GPf)'I'" (30; aprra) ~o;m aov (,\,\. I' . ::-1011 witl 1111111> u11,pt•.1Ul,le orJ,le~ '} ,1/ 1111, ,id "i"'' •• ~')"' "°' 
(Bb. R.\ 'exalt Tbinc "racl,·, ') lo-h ~ 1>: •-; nN s S q:; ro,• ~ •• ., ""' (rr / ..,o,} I- Jl T~-:.'= :·!(-::~ 
6 Ton· o apx11 ( lL ab 111ilio) uu,µmu uot· = S 'to 'l"lt\ \\orls as from tlif' tn--1' J J" .. =::·: -:~ ;•- = 5 

rrp"4>rp-110, ( = iltn !Jan. xi. q) ,., "' .... ,..,. I"" ( z J >; "P"'P?•••) •/'· l!.. ;:: 'ti,;, 1 •rn1 !> c1es of ·1 br I ·01 hct, 1ha1 

9 . L e t him tha t escape th ••. de&t ruction , urn. xx \'. 11,, :o $' < 11'$ to ha\ c t-!("rn 1n the \\ r ,tr r. ,.1 hr.rC', 
10. llfake n n end of the head or tbe enemy·,. p r ince,,. :it• , ,1 h . .s • of the pr •ccs of \10.1h ', correc1 nn bi •he 

text of ,um. xxi1 17. He ·e .,h:i,n thcr pr 1 • .l,ly 1 re ,1 ccnce of '-:um '\XI\. 17. • pr ncr ' t-erc.: .. ·r~t: 
(R. V. 'comer,'), \\hich Jltn-::,,r.1 olrr,1 n I n 111<· •en··, xprcss, 11 h) , ht LX \. 1<( ,,, • ( • I'.)''", Tl· head of 1hc 
enemy's princes ' me.ms som<: unc prt:·<.mmtn~ hosul1 per ~n, prob.abl~ c.:1.tter.\n1 t>\hus ·he t.,H t u ~c c1.c I l\ er 
An 11ochu,, IV. [Pcrh.,ps ,\nl1<Jchu the l,1ca1 (a21 11>711.,, is me 1111, ·ahn 11rcs1e:.l ~)' 1 (111<' 1ni; J~c! ta) from 
Egyptian rule ( 1')61, ind made m,1ny ,1htr con4ucs1S. in 1<,o I l I« "1 dcfc.,lrd by lhc Kcma"~ at \IJ~nesra, and 
compelled LO g1H' up the grc.i<t·r p., of I,, con4 , t• 11 u, rle·S) n~). In < 9n 'l cl h, 1h.,r <'I< 1pc1b ~ 
devoured in che glo""ing tire ' ) tht·rc m.1\· b<: ,n ,1, 1n c, \nt 1 .. ·h ci,~h' 1.ftcr rh ths.isuous ddc.at.; 

1 t f 11 /) = X\)..\ 1, J(J /, ~ G a lh1.!r n.11 the trib t.:b o t J acob. Thal th~\· tna}' rct..c,:n:c thc.:u- 1nht..·rit fuH .. t.: ) c 
t hey may once :ig:iin rl'1~i,·e posses-ion ol th ,d,ol pf 1hr II ly T and. Thr Ke•tcrauo;-, under lyrws hac b«n 
incomplete, the JeY.s only nco,·crin~ ;, o#null I ;1 ,j .ti1 r, 11• ll 11')htn~1.ncc.: The l:rca~cr pa•t of the n.tuon was 
still 'sca!lerecl • in fore,.:n L nd· .,nd this sta1,· of tl>ing, "~ ncvc. cucn1 11!) ahcrcJ. rechmt ,Uy, 1hcrc' c 1hc 
• l:.xile • ~till conunutd, .,nd cuntrnut,.. 

1 , . Compassionate t he p,oplc tbn l ,,, called by Thy name .. f ir~l bo1 n r I T , , ·: l "I 1 1 • ,I~ ,I 
b)' Thy name' (,cu"11µii.·r, " ,',r' ,;1 U~mt," <Ttu·) Syr. hw; • O\ er\\ horn 1 hy n JT c 1s c J~t 1 - 1L •super~ m ,st plcbt"m) In\,,. 

cal um est nomcn 1uum' C p, llcut. x" 111. 10. !'>ee fotlhtr \Ii, :3 ~ note 
13. Jerui.alem, lbe p lace o r Thy d\\ d ling. l p. 1 K111~ • u. , .• J3,, ,I .. 1, ~·'"" "' I r. ~ "'' , 

rest' on arcount of the .1, ·,on.,ncC" bet\H·•·n T"IJt:' (:::"" , and n ;:.,.J 
, -1 · Fill Sion with Thy maJest } {i I I{ \'. I 1111..11.,u, u .. .1It l h11 • c r \de.~' l(l ,' u \ \ '"". J a ... },cu ti.I ... rf'a lltl" 

critical nolcs). 
Thy T emple with Thy glo r y. (p. Ila· ,L 7 

15. Give tes.t1mony t o the first o( lh} \\ Ork ~, i I upcnli .,rL1111"lid,ir 1h, ia11,11ic11 l'f ltr•tl •• 1o1,11 
Accordmg tu th«: Rabbi!lt l ':>r:u:l \, .t:- one, the.: x 1J1111J.!"' ,11.,1nl 11,,r ch 1tctl 111 th1.: ~1\:ir\C tl1it:,..ht\ lart ,tr th• ,r, 
or t he world. Th,~, ... . ,!)! Uc1lu,,·tl trum J>':!, , ... tJ nm"·111l,,1 tht ,on;::n·~.111011 \\h(h Th.,u 
01i' n•J;, 1m1ii (citc<l by Schechter aJ J. _ . ,. 

And establish the v is ion spoken in Thy name l J', 1h•r pin,,.., t I Kini:> , iii :o: the ptt'>fll c ·,• nl 1i:~ 
prophets are. of cour~1, rt:1, 1rcd w: • \~1:111 n • •. , .. - uttcn ,K,ur~ ·"" n t.llt:4•L the Lttetuum.-, 01 th,· ph1pl.1:-t11,;,1I ta11tls. 

16. be proved tf'U!ltworthy. ' \ "erilied' ·p. t,cn. xii,. 20 ls.imc ,·erb). 
,... 44 1 <, g 



S IRAC II 36. 1 7-21 

J!! 17(22) Thou wilt heark the prayer 1of Thy servants 1, 

m ,\ccording to Thy good favour"' towards nThy people": 
That 0 all the ends of the earth• may kno,,. 

PThat Thou a1 t the eternal God"· 

(11) XXX\'I. 18-20 (13 2,j). .I/oral disar11111e11t lite /mil of ntl'l'imce ( = 3 distichs). 

18 (23) "E\'cry me:it doth 'thc belly' cat, 
Yeti, •one meat more pleasant than another•. 

)lie 19(1-4) The palate tasteth 'the dainties that arc bestowed', 
1\nd the discerning heart "the daintics of falsehood". 

20 (2;;) • A deceitful heart" pro<luccth sorrow, 
Hut an experienced man 'war<leth it off• 

(b) XX.\\'I. 2t-z6 (26 .lI), C,m,,·nti,~1; ,,•0111,·11 (= l+ 1+z di»tich,). 

\ woman will receive any m-in, 
Yet is one> wom:in more pleas:int than another•. 

,pJkc in Th) mmc k e:i + "''P" (1!, = J!l >) 1-1 J!! ,.,:i11 = nwn•• uov (:.: .\ 155 253 ll, and S) · 
C ,,urwv O'm ( l'h}' ~upJ,linnls ') m-m ,l...lo Jll · 6 Kara r1111 u ,~o,,uu, .\apea,)I (bu/ .J07 ,:nrn T'l" tu&icuu1. //J, stJm, 
NUJl,li :di 1 .. )) if',. t/Ji mii, t,1t/1i1J: nAo)'un had ,11 ,:ttll 1111 i11rorr((/ L:l{).f.f \apw· 1l'l1S (ldrlt·d: .S = J!.l o-o ~· 

"T"1 1101.1 u,;1 0 ,\', Jll 6 11'"<HTU' m '"' Tij\' 'Y'l' (1!., omne ... qm habilanl terram) p-p JU (o>wJ ~N i1nN ·:i 
(llr',. JJS ,l,f. . , ml fl/ lutr) = (i {21~) un LTL' "'"P'°' T'<,u- mc .. u .. , • .., (t!,is //11 nri~1i1a/ r,ad,11;;) C or• K1.,p,01,. ,-, o 

tJ,or ,-wi• aHaH-w•• (•1/.~o oth,r "·a11·,1nls) 'I JU /•1.:) (= ~,~} 111,1rlui1g it tlr'd' ,altn11 r-r = ,111e ef !ht 11101:t:uia/ 
re 1du~,:1 .,f )11 " , u/n, t1· Sm, ,,d ,.,.: \rl: J = 6. J!! /1.r/ M"1Jil (' throJt ') : S 'soul' '-a Rer,dm;: Jll (1r/11./1 

,r./rfi,11 ) :::!'J.'J \:ii\N1'1 ):mi :·• 1N (Pdo ,\maul)=(l;i t-tJ!!mt:. i :it 'r:IJ/U'J (1,xt , :ii). l!ii/3,,.,1'11,.a 
llr1"" (· dainties ur tht chase = ?,·~ 't))lt:11'. </•. l;en. X>.¥11. 4 r.) tt-tt So J!! 6 Aoyn•·· ,j,,et«r (,1,lqp//11;: -.:i, 
Ji ·lll h11, l }l, o llr1r : ., $ Tk 1/d,r. ,~,1d1n,t:~ ef /Ju 1.•o·,f,- t1rt 11nr,r/,11l1, /1,,r, /,1.1/1,: s~ ·1rc1/ 7'dlllllll.• tit 

mi, ,,,,/ 111 1/S.\ II ,111.I l /7,, 111 •r, 1111/ •1/,wl 111111 I,, ,.,111l,1Jd !Im (( ,:ir) ,:i, '1'l/U1' (C. o;.,o•) ;mJ 1'ii 

J'J '':JIU') ( , / jiilJ, j'J )) l'J D J~l . n-u }ll Jli"ll J): e:i .. µ~a IT1'p,rJX11 = ~'j)l/ J ) ,-, Jll itxl IJ :'l)J'::": 
j)) 11rL. ,1.:i·cn · 6 11J11Truro~wo-n twrw .S untkrstands these things' " 1/n"s 1•• rse fr mi.,;p/aad ,-" )l, ban.~ 
i11s,11 d "tlu•rtll 1·:·. 1X-19 (z.1-2 t I S> 1-:< 6 rtlltltrs _(rtr!1· (i11 MdtJ /fl ,n•111d rtJ>tlt/ir,11 qi yt'.,'1) ,trr, b« 

1 ;. Thou wilt hear the prayer of Thy servants. Or 'Thy sen·;mt' - Israel; cp. Dan. i~. 17; 1 Kings viii. 30. 
According t o Thy good favour t owards Thy people. Cp. l's. ed. 4 te'.', 'according to the blessing of Aaron' 

lcp. '-um. \'i. 2: LI is due to a corruption m the <,reek tnt; sec critical note!. 
Thal a ll the ends of t he earth may kno w (J!/ mg. •sec'), Cp. Is. h1. 10. 

t he e ternal God (O)IJ/ ) :,:). Cp. Gen. n1. 33; Isa xi. 28. Cp . .1lso I Kings I iii. 60. Smend notes the sign1ticant 
omission in 1his prayer of all rekrence to the \lessiah . 

.\ new <liv,,ion ol the book begins "ith '"""'· 18 (ri '""'· z3l "hicl, c.,ten<ls to x.=ix. 1 I. Its contents, which are 
snme" h,1t miscdl.mcous m character, ma)', perhaps, be grouped under the general title of • Precepts for . social life'. 
It falls naturally into the followmi: sect1ons: x<tx,i. tlS tl!:i xx,n. 23)-xx.wi,. 15; x.u\li. 16-31; xxxviit, I ·ZJ ; and 
xxxv11. 24 sxxi:'(. 11, with an Appendix, :\XXIX. 12-35. 

,\\\ VI. 18 r<t. :.\;\.\\'I. z3)· ;\\.\\'II. 15 ai:ain falls into four subsections, the first of >1hich treats of the moral 
d,scrrnmcnt nl a man of experience (.,,:xd. 18-2:0- 6 23 25), the second of women (xxxv,. 21-:6- 6 26-31), the 
third offncndship 1"w11. 1 6/, and 1he fourth of counsellors true and false (,ocxvii. 7-15). 

1,11 \'\.\\'l.18 20( 15 z3 .z5). ,\ parallel is drawn here be11,·een the senses and the moral facuhies; in each 
c 5t' · he cduc:ued scn!,t' or faculty discriminates. 

1-, the daint ies that a re bestowed. Perhaps the dainties set on the t.1ble l.>efore a distinguished guest are meant, 
or the 'portmns' referred to in \ch. ,·ii,. 10, 12: (d. Esther ix. 19, 2:1). For the Hebr. words - 1 that are bestowed' 
(,::i, •011t:10) cp. r,cn. x.xx. 20 [Hcbr. text ,:i, 'OJ/00 yields no sense. 6 • dai111ies or the chase' may be due to 
re · ,,n,.rencc or Len. xw,i. 4-possibly .1 I Icbr. reading denvcd from the p.,ssage]. 

the daintii,;, of falsehood. n,c dcrepme ,1nd alluring- ,,ppcilrance that d1si:uises wh.ll is false. For 1he ~enu­
mcnt of the , ·crse cp. Job· ii. 11, x:uiv. 3. 

20. A deceitful heart. Cp. Jer. x,i,, 9 (same phrase). 'Produceth sorrow,' i.e. sorrow to itself; perhaps mis• 
dir~cted (tortuous) mtelhgence ,s r< fornd to. 

an experienced man wardeth it o ff. The Hehr. lit. rendered-causeth it (,orro" or trouble! to return by means 
of it t ,,·. tlw lu.·,trt nr 1nu:l11genc<· >. 1.c. \\cuds nff its auack b)• fon·siKht and intelhgcnce. The word for 'experienced' 
here is r•n1, ,.,Meli occurs otherwise only in !'lro-Hebrew. 

, \\\\'I : I :6 ( Cr 26-31 J forms a second subsection. Its general theme is women : happy is the man with 
a 1ac1ful wife. 

21 A woman will receive .. Jl1 misplaces the verse, inserting it between verses 18 a nd. 19. S omits it. 
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SIRI\C H :rn. n-:n. 3 

J.1
1
' n ( 3 7) The beauty of a woma n b rightcneth the countenance' 

And excels every "delight of the eye•. ' 
, 3 ( 28) '"W hen she p osses,,cth also •a ..oolhing Loni:;uc • 

H er husba nd is not (like other) :;ons of men ' 
J!" 1

' 24 ( !9) bJ (c that gcttc th '• l wili: 1•'·(;.:<ttc th l 1hcdu,1cc,t I" >t i,,n"'", 
~ A help mcc.t for him', :lncl ~, plllar o f support1. 

~s (30) \ V1thout a hedge t he vmcyanl 1s laid waste 
And without a wifL (a n1 ;in i5) '11a wan de~cr and horoclcssdl, 

21\ ( l ' ) \Vho t ru,teth •an armed band• 
' 1 hat rush eth I from city tu city? 

So is the ma n that ha th no n< ,t~, 
\ \ ho rc,tcth " here C\'cnini.; befalls him. 

(c) \:XX\ II. 1-6. Of frimdsl,ip .~cQ/ and bad(= 3 t-l di,tich) 
37 Jll ' '1 

, E\·cry friend saith b I ,lm a friend''; 
' But there is a friend who I· ( uni)') friend in name•. 

2 Is there not l,a sorro" ll k that cometh n,i::h unto ,lc.ith k 
1 A d eeply loved friend· "'who chani.:ct h to an cncm) m, 

3 ° 0 base na ture! why then wast thou crnted", 
•To fill" 1't he world 's face" •with deceit,· 

1h -,an,p lJvyarp"t' l(')q,T(TWII )" lOi ~ ,1, n, I\ 1L \ ari -.u .$ } f r.\( e 1 ,-a = ~ -~ "";!:r:!; t ~ (i ,~:8-uµ.ia• 
0 118 p6>'n-Ol' :u ; • .i.1> ~ 1. Jll ~,::·' ~~...,~ Pro\ X\' -1 G '"'' ,.Aw(Ja"'r,..,,.,., ,A,.,, ,o, rr~t""' 1.24X tanan) 
l!., hn~u:1 cura,io111c.,, rmtii.:.Hi<. ms m: tr on a. u , }1.! 111::. h ,s p ""':r" = 6 J,l {/, , Jt tit rt) 
;,J-, 1 

~l'l (111/ptro/1. ) - if: 111 LI, 31! j'J., :1~: ·~, G ,.,. Pt•"w , r,u, .;:,, rh~ h 1d of tt" JlOS~I n' 
t'-c ru ,.1/ .. \'. 11, i ~J·:, ""ITl,' ii ''1111;(1,wKllT nt'"Tul'~ ,..,:,= ,n.1 (Cen II,,,., ~ /r 'J6/; ,,, ... ,,,afr J111 > 
J!l 11~~- 111t, Jl! 1 i ;)J•;: , 1 1,,• (.kr 1. 1 ti) 1 

.\ ft>rttlicd lu\\ n • ,t ' \' I,! G. - au,:t.l\ ,rau . ;: JdJa, over 
ag~,n,1 thi,c (S m,11 /1,r· ,,, ., J,111//J /,1/ 11~;: 1'0::J.'l ~"=~ i:i;) ll! i;· ;:; «; n "· 12, q) 
e!i '1T(11a(u :'!T'A.011'-'µ.ot,\· ( I \. \.. Len. 1,. 1 ! .,,,,w• ... m ,,,,,,w,) 11- 11gc-m1sc1t r ""t'll"' o-,e !I :,,c:s ~· ;; 1 f• 
J Lhro11. ,ii.·•> •ma l1,11d u. \\,lr ::;,..('; u(w~ A!rr,, f•lW"·"- - ,; ; Ill ~4,;11111 A'}O'T'1\ ,r.,; '" I.XX). 
S 'th<" youth like ,1 g.tzelle (111J 111 ,\11. s,1, .• 111,I ·::r~ ,, !I:~ • ,f' . .i: <..int •. ,, I JJ i,.,o::~ 
e:i ( ll) a(/la:\~"I"''"' ',11/ «/mn"I'"'':' (; ~ 8 I Ch I - j). //1 I u<t ~Aoµ•"':' = J!I :, .\. )1 £, :, ' l< 1fe' 
h-h (i t<j,a.).uuru utT<-> ,cwyw (tut 1dl 11d/, 11/1 111 T~t l t, B _ ' IS a ,/,I/ ~r .1pli " <a .,. ' \111rnd)) 1 1 Jl 1 /. 1 / 

J i1N c~· J i1:-0: en 1:x • hut llh.ft.. , .. I lllt.llll ll 11,l 11 'l11t lld. \r· . 01 .. \ .1 11lt:l I ) flu/ tlu }/, 1 1.11 

1111/ 1/J, i//J: ei (o: HtU >,!IJ)•i)fl <fu>.,,.) u~1 ,:, J""':,C c:;·:i ~ Ir l'IHI (nnl ) 1U 111H: ;:) lOSt' naml IS fr r-nd' 
( =., :i,,:x ,~:.:·) J J W. 1 

/. \"/ i'i : /,,d cl!J II I ~,., tn tt1a k \ .\ j!I (i > .,, , .. , t1'ot(f1'n11 ( :< ' I,• 
lL iuc,t). . /. I'" u ( Jll, :,: ~) 111- II ,·, mg., S W • I J!I ~'!ll: l," , J!I ; :..-:::: ~., f •1end hko ihe (h)) 
~oul . 6- «Tmpos l(m cf;t>..r,, u1 m ll'i \ ,:;_. .!.).I ~c,6 lOH) ''>!": ,,ioq or ·,t,,o., = )ll ( ll.,11 ,er ·~~pa.-__. 1..): 
~ (111111/hrt:., i·b .,, w,l ,;J •·• ; ,111,I rOll/11 '"J. 1\" ~,· l' •/ 1~) , ! t ' 1 .t rply IO\'"d fl• nd sh.ill h .. be 
10 thee'. tr· •• l) ·t:n~m.1 an, c\'11', ,\< "" J!l' •n-\,: i;ni, 1".'N" ;, ••.- Jl's11bslu•1fl1l/i)• ,. \\'oc 10 
the evil man that sait h" \\· .. ,. \\.}, J 1..re"tt:·I ;•II,.' f \\ \'. 1b) ~ w 'l!'"ij~'II 1110..µ')µU .-ro~o ll'U"l)tl,(le ... ,. It 

' 0 wicked Hll.li,; lnat1on' \\hcnct \\,ht thou la hi 11wd (rolk·d s , r/; l ur
1 "hi I) !.1 //11 ''r !JI. dnd 

read: n1, u j:) ;111 0 111 i \~ ,,- j!I x~o::> 16 «rh,J,,u 1· 1• ill ~~n ·:!l l!i ,.,, t?I"" • ~ l! n•::,r . 

22. T he beauty of a woma n brightt:ncth the countt:nnncc l,•t ~·: ::· J 111. • I Juh ;.,, . '' JI· "C,\I. 1 t_. 
23. n s oothing tonirue. In. • healing of ton~uc' l'ro1·. :w. 4; cp. ,llso l'ro,· x,v. 30 and tecle-. x. ~l; r. • ,f there 

1s on her 1ongue mercy and mccknc» · , z,18 ,llld, o1n<I h,·.,l111go ') 
Her husband . . ht. · her hushand 1s not of the sons ol men.' 1.c JS unusu.,lly fonun.1te. 

z4. H e that getteth a wife . . . The uther form of the lf'I w·c, ntic .. d note) runs 
• t 1«:t .;\ v.if1•1 (.15) the choicc.:st po:;sess on 

,\ luriitied Cit)·, .,ml ,i pillar of ,uppon ' 
For the form of the dbtich s.;e !'rm. 11·. ;. r1 ,ll h,,, 1hc ult,, ol a"1u111u,: b)· pu1ch,1>~. •• m 1a.1 ""' cu,1u,11 .. 1r "uh 
a wife.l 

2 5. Without a hedge. tp. Ps. v. s; l'rov, :ui,·, 30, 31 
a wanderer and homeless. Cp. Gen."'· 1:, 14 (L~m): same phrase. 

:16. tha t hath no nest. '\o wife, no housr. For I huusc' in•:i,- wife. Cp . .lf,s/r,t,1/r l'•m• 1. I. 
(,·) \'.,;\:\VI I. 1-6. r lus form-:; .t th1nl .... uh:i\.:4.11011. It:) lhi.:mc h 1ru~ .111d l.t. t• 1ncnltsJ11p ''-1>· l.',11.lt 1, ~•Jun the 

same s ubject in ch vi 1. 
1. £ ver y friend saith : I ant a friend , . LJ,. t•ro\. ,,. (J l \l.iny ,l llli\n \\i11 1ncct unt" \\ht, l :1 k1nJ to him.1Jut 

a faithful man who can rind?') 
the re is a friend who is 1onlyl friend in no.n1e. Thl~ ,\~rec~ with li': Lut ~ inl4.:tpu:-,,. otl,cn,i~: • "h.c1>e 

na.me is friend,' i.e who dc,erves the name. 
J . 0 base nature ! 11, _,~, 'the e\ 11 1 ·• ·' .,. : ,p. ( ~(.·t'l- \ ,. )· In lllt,ct to ;no1d i!nvut1n,: thC" (ft."".J.llOII v1 • the 

evil M\ure ' to God i-i r:\lionnluc,, translating' ,vast thou created' by ••« u~iallq, (sec cnucal note>. 
To fill the world's face. S.unc phrJsr, ts. xiv. :11. 
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SI RACIJ 37. 4-10 

Jl0191 4 •Base is the friend who hath regard to (on e's) table•, 
But in the time or stress .!.tandeth aloof. 

5 •A good friend conlcndcth ,~ith (one's) e n em y •, 
• And' against uadvcrsariesu holdeth the shield. 

6 rForget not• a comrade "in conflict•, 
• And forsake him not when thou takest spoil•. 

(,!) XXXVII. i-15. Of co1msd/01s lrnr andjalsr (= 4 +6+z+z+1 distichs). 

7 Lvcry counsellor •pointeth (with) the hand•, 
Rut there is lie that counselleth ba way to suit himsetfb ; 

8 Beware or the counsellor, 
And inform thyself beforehand what is his interest: 

•For he himsdf will also0 take thought. 
• ·\\ hy should it fall out as he wishes?''° 

9 And will say to thee. d llow good 4 is thy course! 
And (then) stand off to watch ddthy misfortunedJ. 

10 Consult not •with !those opposed to thecl•, 
J\nd hick thy coun,el from him that is envious-

6 '" bo~,or11n : l!. malitia ct dolo,i1ati illius r-r So JI! ( = So • evil is the friend who approacheth the table'): 
1$ mw111rlrrsl"11d111;: 11,ll 1111:·r, ,111slt1/rr //u ,l'lui/, lilll ""'P"" q,,~w •• n<J,poo-11'n ,,i,ro, .-. So JI!" : G ng11111 
1111. lr,111s/11to (Intl p1 •/1(1/.f /rwu 11 rm r11Jil Jh/11. Ir., I} ,Tmpnr ¢1>.r:, B1.•1r,mn x_,ip,11 Jflurpc,r (/ rfod111g CY ~en, JilH< 
::i,p::i 11, • i. r. ,om ( = ,,. • .,,. , Sam. xxiii. 21, LXX) /01 on:,, and ~·, /or , , 1ulh :i,v::i /n>m 11,:rt 1•o'st) 
H 6>(bu/ 70 248 hn1•, •a•· so E. 011d Ji?) u-n JI! o•,11 (l'1"r(l-//rbr. /or o,,~): e:i r.o>.,,.o,, (bu/ 248 ,ro>. ,,.,o,) 
•-, ll! n:i~n :>K = G S 'rr:m,· not'= n.:i~n-:>K w-w J!l :i,p:i 11:i o• TO ""'Ml uov •-• So JI! = ei (but, 
t,.1 ha/'•, r• JcP?I'"""" ""' = 1:>t:0J fi,, 1,>ti::i). :;, • make 111111 not ruler (/•o lu1ps ,,,, l11f,1/rd,11w11 :l li1J J~·n-:-K) 
• m thy house ' V 1n•JJ fi,r ,,,~·J). C'p. Gen. xxxix. 6 •·• "ill'' , , 'l'l' • shakcll1 thc hand ·: 6 ,f,11p« ,:lov>.?• 
(1/. ura1puv = :r:;i xxx iii, 3, xii-ii. 4 : a111! 1'1wX11 = , , \'i. 2): JU'' mg. ,md }l!0 ;im ,011o: ' sai1h behold ·: .S •behold' 
[far •f••pfl 23 296 hm,, ,f,p,, = 1!, prodit] l>-b Jl0 1•:,11 ,,, =Iii.' a way according to him' c-e J!l" 
1t:i;:i K1i1 DJ •:, cc-cc ll! :>11:r 1•:,i,: i11 i1P):>: ei ,.,,,,..,. /*,X,? , ,,., cro, ,>.?p•• (1!- nc forte mittat sudem in tcrram): 
6 tohn{'s mu/ >•:i• 1•:>y (,p. Jal> v1. 27: 1 Sam. xiv. 42): S 'lest he cnst upon thee e,il hurt· o1~1 J11 Jltl'" = 
Jltl",10 d<I..J<l J!1 1tll', /1/. 'thy poverty' (cp. i\'. 29): eli To o,i,IJ~crop,vov ""': $ 'thy shame' ...., lll1' TOM = 
'IL ,ocero tuo (JI' ill,:,:1/,/,); b11/ 1•r.n rn11 /r,11d() /,., ,ighl ('!J'l?':1 =' th)' father-in-law',,.,. hmtn11d', fatlur, 
nlwn,,s in rr.f. lo,,,,,,,,,,.,,,; Smmd rxplai11 .. d /,J• Arab. cl..->= dux ,inc malus, • an untrustworthy guide·: but this 
"•rd/$ lltlctll,1111): 15 TbV ,.,,op>.mo,. .. o, '": ,,,,,,,J In ~rr.~ (U'lih /./t'I: //11's sams lo''" the br,/ s11ggulio11yrt 111ndr, 
nm! mn,r. J•rrhaps, /,t r1c,plcd prot·/Sl(,110/()'): cp. ;I, 'thine ,·ncmy '. [.Ed,rsh., 11/argol. suggtsl "l'!;)h as= G from 

4. standeth aloof. Cf. l Sam. :1,,iiL 13 'phrase). 
J 4 " is misunderstood by l!i ; K \'. renders 'There is a companion, "hich rejoiceth in the gladness of a friend'. See 

cri1ic3l note.] 
5, A good friend .. e'.i again misunderstands the text (sec critical note; R.\'. renders 6 ·There is a companion, 

"hich for the belly's sake h,bourcth "ith his friend '. 
against adversaries holdelh the shield. Cp. Ps. xxxv. 2. 

(,/ XXX\ 11. 7-15. This forms a fourth subsection. It ueats of counsellors base and faithful. 
;. Every counsellor pointeth (with) the hand. The Hcbr. e>.pression means' to shake the hand', and may be 

undt r!>tooti .i~ 1 to ln:ckon with the hand' as a prelimina.ry to speech (cp. the phrase ,carna~fro, T!} X"Pi; e.g. Acts xii. 
17. &c: .. liut tl11s phrase i~ onl)• used in reference to it public meeting, while here it is private counsel that is spoken 
r,f. h 1s beHer, therefore, \\ith Smcnd, to undcnnand the e:.prcssion in 1hc srnsc of ls, ,i,i, 2, of pointing the way= 
· he pnint;; 0111 a way or courS<: of action•. The alteroativc reading of the Hebrew (' E,·ery counsellor saith: Behold!' 
q,. 1hr .,ltcroati,·e Greek reading and /;;) cert'1inl>· is well supported. It is preferred by L6·i. Smcnd, howc\'er, 
regards thi as an interpretation. (6 ' cxtolleth counsel' misreprcs<nts.] 

he that cow1selle lh a way to suit himself. Cp. Verd 'L,q "-"'., 8: 'llc"are of him th,n coun,cllcth according 
to hi O\\n \\ay • (- T. R San/r. 76 b): 1:i,, 'Il~ ;'111'.10 1',11 '1i11 (cited by Edcrshcim). 

8. what is his interest (ht. , need') (cf. lll '5). 
For he himself will also take thought : 'Why should it fall out as he wishes? ' The thought is set forth. 

The metaphor of 1he lot underlies the expression (cp. also So) - why should matters fall out as he wishes (\''K = 1·,1,)? 
L61 arm-c, at a similar meaning for the text. He explains by the phrase :,1< >!ll 

0

(' 10 fall to')- · to go on the side of-, 
• <:•11ouse the cause of· (cp. t thron. xii. 20); so here - why should 11 ~o to his benefit or interest? i.e. why should the 
matter n,sult in benefiting him 1 ti has misread and misunderstood the clause (cp. R. V.). 

10, tho$e opposed to thee. Sec cntical note. Fon,ords expressing hostility and cm yin parallelism cp. Js. x.i. 13. 
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S JRI\C fi 37. 1 I , 1 2 

11 \Vith' a wo man • about ¥ he r rival 
~And fro m Ian cnemylh 1about

0

war with h im' 
\ V1th n me rchant about l businessl, 
k ~nd fro m. a ~uycr about '-Clling; 

\ V1th a n cvil-d1sposed mank 1about bcnn-olencc• 
A,~d a merciless ma n "'about human h.ippin1.'SS'm; 

• ( \\ 1th) the worthless work m.111 • .,bout hi, ,, , ,1 k 
:~ And th.e yearly h ireling•• •about the so11.ini or t:c<l•: 

(\\ 1th ) the idle slave .,bout 11111dt work 
Put no trust in these 1'for any coun~cJr ! 

• : q But rather wit h a man th:tt fcarcth alway,q, 
• \ \ hom t hou knowcst to bt; a keeper of the J_,w •; 

• \Vhose hear t is at one with lhinc min' 
' \\'ho', if thou stumblest, ""tll be gr;eHd for thee:•. 

A J Ill/, N~n = . lo Sr_'\. •• / /, 'f " f I /IJ I ,, " I ' ;f ll 
S11:r.,p,(~ t .~c. ,1/ •1!.) ll>r.,1 .. : /r .-,1·w S;: S ( r I 
J•lllc h,1JI/II_:.{ •11, 11!11·1111;.'e 111 1 ,/ ,1,1 / .t-i) li-b ~ ~ X ~ 

(Olll(.\'f lc'Jlfll \" • l'll,.:1ny • ( S): / ,r/ //. ,,, , , :.''1 .,·,n 11 / , .. 1 ( / ;;) f'i !, ) •• ," 

1ro:\,µou = Jl ' (/,11( J ,11 ,111, 11 ·1.hJ ,i.i.,'S' , '/'"' ll// , ) J , 1V -,;~i" 'O •• " ,., raa;1.,.\,,h ~ r• '" J .,, ) 

t (0f1Cerl110~ t•~dl!Ul1.:t', ~ )!,l ~,, 0•~ ~~· ~ ,,~M 11M..-rt1•" ( ••;_• ;_,i CS, / I'( I!) /' 1/. 'f ";.' 'al 

(«rl/01 011/ 111 JU: 11 unn \'i10 h,·1dn up/ ,, l!.! ,,, , 1 Ii!.', :;"x I It, ,=~ "'•:;:, i..~ ( /' ~·-::·.- 1·, '.\. 1 ! } 

Jlol icm m,.,,i , •. (*n 'i ,, ,, \: II , · ,, ,tu! I ,, .ll\. f, 1l ,,.,, ,1 , , ,
1 

f:i -,.,, 

"':1:ap•<rr••• ua-m J!! -,';:,:i .:n~ )J.' = .1liout the lnpp:ncs (welfare·) or fc~I,' n o JI ~,:,' ~rl!: · G ,..Tu 

CJl('t111pnll. l!., cumoper.:.noagr1ro =µ,.Ta 'r')'Oro,1ayt'o1,,(/ru1,yo1.f,t>mnt\l 111 ). S·\\ah.1 ch .1t .... :.en nt', 
rp. J!.l' ,-~t· ~3.·1::: (.· 11/ISI, '" -. ... ::.·) IIU HO l!J --···· - ...... ' 111 ,,, 111 u , ... .... ~ . .. , ) ,r. r ~ 
(I) . , "' • - • \ R ~ ;,:.c "' ... •- "' • - 16' u. I" ". U.iMu't'•ut. 

J but fa, l,tr/·uirdS)'tO·llex :.J.1 1..1 ,,1,rrw,•: N l r;; 308 ..-n,:.1rco11, /!; rul11ghlll- u,lh 1. •r.n,,c;., 
(=. }'t·arly , p. Ueut '"· ,,; I.XX) o~ ll! lf'\'. N1''': ~ll G (/rtti>) rr,1• IT' ..,.,;1.,..,. 1. con•umm~ one 
anm ,,-,, <!:i '"t """?' .,,,.:1 .. ,.;1.wr q· 1 Jl1 "l'~n ir:::.,: i:"N {r •ti i::ll) .:N lN 6 a>.A q µrro o..lpor ,.a,,1<,•r 
,va,>.'\1(,, </>, S • \\Ith m,·11 rogl t ou l,, lw,•lli1•e-' • Jq 11:i (t,111/ ,..,.,,\a ) ;; ,r lhc1 ftu o sm before 

Gotl -, l!l 1.:i.:i:>::i t:i.:i, Cl,' -,:;·N /, 111 , wh ~ he u t , •• ") ;1s tl,11 , ~ , I •:ut 15 , - ,~, ~-!t 

u·/11,h fll<JJ I,, right L ·• J!l ON !! CNl = (i ;/, u u 6 a,,,,>.Y'I~" <7o, = ·p "'l:f { "'' be ;;uLlcd-~~ 

1 1 , W ith .•. from The chuses oh •t folio" m 11 arc on su1Jord1n:i11on to • consult m • (wit") • ~ ~e thy 
counsel (from)' in 10. 

W ith a woma n :about her rival 1.e. wuh .:'\ '.\1fe .11) >Ul .1nothcr wom1n ~ hom one as 1n!rnd,ng to t.1k.c as 
a second wife; the Hebr. word useJ here [:i-,1, - ,;..,,~>,.,,) h 1s this tcchn,caJ mc.,nm,:: rp. XX\,."> ,11.,o xxv. 11 In 
t hese pJss,1ges llcn-~,r.1. •pp.tr,•nily has in mind somt of the evil ruulls c•I polrn.tmy, "h" we,c in c\ldcncc nbcn 
he wrote. The same worJ ( - 1 ri\'al w1ft· ') is Uit«I 1n 1 :-,.un i. 6: cp. al , l.t·\·. "~·m. 18. 

A nd from an enemy 6 ,rn, \\Uh .1. co,,.irtl Jbout ,, 1u • 
With a mercha nt about business. ,£i hjs 'com·, rnm~ exchange', 1.c. ,bout "h.11 to ~ lY 1bc goods that 

t he mtcrchant h,, to sell/. The c.,se, rnumcrateJ .ire of persons dcree1iy m••rc~tcJ m the rtsu ts r the 1ransac1,ons. 
} rom such thl' rc.:ui r 1s , ... 1rnc<l n 11 111 f:ck ,Hh cc-. 

A nd from a buyer about selling. 1.e ,1bot1t the price he should p1y nne :;u h ,aut ns as thcs:: arc 
especially necess.1ry in the East 

W ith an evil.disposed man Tin• I .. , 111 111:tlut, u111"' I, • l l r l " 
incap,lcit;ltCJ frotn g:idnt,; .ul\"l,·t· on the p.ar11 11.,r HM Uc, I,) in!u:i.. 1 t ,!ch: ·• ,,t 1.h u,1 •..:r ~ \n f'\ .' .. ,lhJ 
i. e. an ill-natured. grud).:ing man t Lat. • cum v1ro h.vi,fo' • For 'benc,.·olcncc • fi h.·n ft'•P• ,i!.~ap1f1'T141' 
apparently display of kind11n, s~ 

about human h a ppiJ\ e~s. 1. e, .,L,,ut lu .:••ml r,1rlunc .rnd h 11ip1Ul0 S:. u( ..U\)' n('I ti ·.,~.1" \:; .-dnc:;s '. 
A nd the yearly h ireli ng about t he sowing of seed. li ,lo,·,- ,w 111·,r. 1111); , 11,ol) • I mi: llcrc: (t1ec 

c ritic.ti note). The reading ot the cur.:-iu·s ;; LOIi ::,4S .:;4 :~1 , , • .-u .. 1 •I.• .. ,Bn•,11 • ,,. •nc:rt :as n;:: uut 
th e uncials tBC N•).otml i~ all<::,tcd h)' ll!, It b 1111t "th"· ,louu,lh. f•tJi;.ir.-..JMl\Jnt'. >Ut the ·~r.srl) dlnl:· 
that the ,·erse 1s con(( rned with. Such .rn one rc111.urn.:d in ht~ .-mpl••) mcnt u t , ,i,y ltm1,:tr tlw.a hC' '' ,,. 1i,t.lf1;cd 
(cp. Isa. xv,. LJ J: hence 1c wouh.l bt· ul .di th:n):" 11w~t unµruruablc to J1~1.:u,. .. \\tlh 111h ,,I th d4Ao,n i-o •ethm;: '"b.icb 
would he c.1.rricd out .tfter the tcrnnnation of tus ye.tr't; t 11ntr.1l.l--,1l. the am\m;.: ,,J M"Cal III tiu,! ,uL1unn. 

(W it h ) tbe idle slave a bout much work. i. ~. th, pm11m ot .1. I.a )' "'" ml mu,1 noL be a,kcd m the 
quest ion whether there: is much work to be done (£:dcr,herm,. • , . • 

,~. with a mao tl>at feareth a lwa ys ... keel)<!r of lhe La w i.e. " nun whn •• r.oJ-~nn;\' and proa,: 
such a counsellor " 'II be 1,'U1dcd by right princ,plc. for the phrjsc · 1h.u fc.ueth :tlw.,1•' q,. rro,·. "'""· q, ;,,;,, 
x--iii. 27 or our book. 

Wh0$e heart . , 1.e. a faithful coun:,t:lhu mu.)t be one \,bo l m \,d in .t tlt:,intert-3tlCt1 "•'Y• .ind i> not 
commi11ed to any course by special m lert' ts of hJS own. 



SIR,\Cl f 37. 13-19 

Jt0
'
0

' 13 Do thou also' lake knowledge• of the counsel of (thine own) heart, 
• Fot thou ha.\ t no one more true to theew. 

1,4 The heart ofa man •telleth {him) his opportunities• 
Deller than seven watchmen 7 on a to1verY. 

15 But in all t his intrcat God, 
That He may direct thy steps in truth. 

(t1) XX X\' II. 16 ·26. True 011d fnlu :,•isdo111 ( = -~ + ~[ + 1 J + z + :-i distichs). 

16 •The beginning of every action is speech, 
And before every work 1s the thought•. 

Ii bThe roots of the heart's deliberation~ 
(JS} Bring forth four branche,b: 

18 Good and evil, hfo and death; 
< Hut the tongue rulcth over them altogether'. 

~ noic· 19 dThcre is a wise man who is wise for manyd 
But for himself• is a fooJ •·. 

account nf tlt,·c ').11'h1,h 1st/,,. 111g. 1t,1d111,; ,f" Jll1' (m1n1/frrl la i:iy• t'11 J!I ': Jl!' Ir.ti 1'7N J/'l' = ?(po111lmi[ iri;) 
condolebiL tibi [ Ptl,rs]: 'shnll he weary for thee') •-• Jll j'J ol : 6 crrq,ro1• = j ':Jol : S rmdfrs ,t·holt t·trsr: 
1 fur Iii, faith sl1.tll q111,ken him, and ,tbo he is fa11hful like thee· w-w JI/' 1JOO j')N 1S (/. ;·:.:) j'CN' {J!! ' ·::i) •r.,; 
e'i 0

•· 1op taTo• uo, tr«TT<>nfJf,{ «l"Jr x-x JU l'n,·i;::.i (,~;o) 1';' (//. o/ ny~ 'hour, time= op11ortunity' · /orm 
1111um<.1!)· G niran,A"• ,..,,,., u .. o,. ('is sometimes wont 10 bring him tiding,' R.\'.) (157+T• aA?O,r: 106h 

RA?O""' = lL). S 'shall rejoice in (fi,1 shall shO\\) hi, wal'' y-y J!!" m:,,'"j 7JI: G "" prr,wpou coO?I'"'"' "" 
Cf<oITT/, (•allqpcco, ,w t1ddmm1: ,. I'· and , u . a dwblr r·111la111g '!f mm::i )JI): Jll0 /,as jt:i )JI 'upon a peak' 

[possib(, "" ptr<wpn, = j:' )JI 0111! 6 ,:,. •t ,1 rm,j/<1/J,,11 S nndtrs 'more than the riches of the world that 
µrolil not'(· th11d111,• ,y ;\Jau. 11'. s l Ha,t]) 11 ·" So J!.! " ~. S · hl'fore .,II men and bcfcm Cl'erything Goel h;uh 
crl'aled all'. F ,,. 'l!::) 111 (b) J!! """ t.:;N,. I J!. ante omni.1 opcm (al. 011111cm oper:11n) ,erbum ,·er:1x pr.ieced:tt 
te ct ante nmncm actum con,ihum ~tahih: 1,-i. Ji!" c·u::i~· i1i/l"1N :i:i;, (I> n,;>1:irn) n,';>•:mn (ll "li'J.') n"li)ll 
(!) n•i:::•) tn,!l• (mg.+ I) c·~·::i-,:;,): 6 •x••• a>.:>..or .. u,wr ( =? i1'!l')nn) <a11irn, T<O'O'O/KI "'''? OVOTfAA« [ !ltbl. (.\pl11111s 
G uh,d, ;·,dds "" sudablt salS(]: l''P? = o•r.:::ici )!!11 (,p. c::i:;, Gen. xMii. n) c-c So J!! = 6 : S • he that 
rule, over his tongue shall be preserved from evil' d..t J!! OJnJ O'J,) o:in ~ .. : G •<TTu• ""'IP (Syro-Hex 
2.)J>nvqp) r.ai·ot·,ryor KIO -:ro~Acaw rrmlitt'T'}r (Kth> N AC &c. l!.., .S = JU) ( 6 =JU. /1t1.•.u'b!J· /m;,,•11·,1, nt1,h11g r:::n' 

/:.r c~n>. r111d !ra1!111g !111:, u, !!if.: J",t',·i ro11sidtrs OJnJ <1 mfr/a~, far o: ;,•: ,\'if. 110/ oth,nl'I:, 11/k,!ed) e--t< JI!'' 
~NU (so j!). 1: 111,:t.) .:= ~ S: Jl! ,nu/ J!!c ~~\; (!'tit rs r,wl,·r.f; et .intffhltn ~uam liberat): S rou/,.,.J 'it'htJ!e t'1ru: 

13. take knowledge . . . Sclf-rdionce is, after all, best ; for the m.1xi01 regardin~ the counsel of the heart cp. 
the A!ph,r/.tl ,f B 11-Sirrr (IJ · 'Take sixty counsellors, but the counsel o! thme o"n he.,n do not abandon.' 

14. The heart of a man t elleth fhim) his opportunities . The Hebr. word rendered ' opportunities• - lit. 
'hours·, (ill);:'): the- right nppoJtune tim~ for doing a 1hin1; (in this sense m ~co-Hebrew). The ' scicn watchmen 
on " tower' of the second half of the verse may bt "n allusion 10 astrologer~ (Heb. 1s 0'!:lW lit.• watchers'), For 
the nurnbt•r 'se,en' m such a connexion cp. Prov. xxvi. 16, :5 i Jcr. ,,., .. 9. fhc mora1 of the \'Crse is thju nMn should 
trust the instincts of his O\\ n heart most (so also 6). 

1 ;. But in all this in treat God. 6 has' above all these'; counsel, 10 be fruitful, must be taken in conJunction 
wilh prayer. l'rayer is of primary importance. The counsellors may be ranked in an ascending order of impoJtance 
as one's friends, oneself, l,od tf~dcn.heim). With the ,erse cp. Pro,, xvi. 9, 

:,. '\XVI!. 16-31. This secuon falls into two well-defined subsections, the first of which is concerned "'ilh wisdom 
true .ind false fv.·. 16-26), and the second with" isdom or discretion applied LO eating (v,•. 27-31). 

, ,,. XX.\\ 11. 16-26 opens with some general remarks on rdlection and thought. Thought w,·cedcs and determines 
nction. \\",sdom and folly bring in their train good and evil, life nnd death; but tli~ fate of men is :1bove all con­
trolled ur the ton;,:uc of the teacher {i','. t6· 181. In t he ,crses tlut tollow (19-2611hree classes of wise who are not 
really SuLh {<"4'. HJ, 20. Z2J arc t·ontr.isttd ,, ilh those who rcall)' dest:r\"e the name of•\\ ise · (o;'11. 231 24, 26). '\"\'ise' 
throughout •• a tenn for 1he well-instructed scribe or teacher. 

t;. The roots of the heart's deliberations bring forth four branches. The Hebrew !note the<•./.) may be 
rendered: 

• The root of counsels is the heart ; 
It brings forth four branches.' 

This accords well with , .. 16. The workings of mmd and the moral will issue in action which results in a harvest of 
good or t\'JI, i1fe <>r death. l- or the figure 1root and branches) cp. i. 20. (15 gives no coherent sens,e.) 

18. Good 1111d evil, life and death. Cp. xxxiii. (xxxvi.) 14 ; neut. xxx. 19. 
But the tongue ruletb over them altogether. Cp. Prov. x,·,ii. 2 1 (' Life and death are in the power of the 

tongue'). 
19- , , , who i11 wiae for many But for himself is a fool. The 1·ersc may be explained to mean either (11) there 

+16 



SII<ACI I :Ji. 20-:?7 

• '" 20 
1111And ~he,e is a wi~c man whn i~ loathed for 111,. speech~. 

_And.is cut ofrbfrom all enjoymcnth ; 
5 ~• ll•Aor winnong gr.ice h.h not l,t't'II lic,Lu\\<.:O Uj>ull h11n 1,.,111 iii, l.rtrJ, 

nd he dcp,iveth himself o( all honour). 
• •ul<'l 22 • And there Js la \\ 1sc man who is w;,..J for hirwdf 

The fruit o( \\hose undustandtng (i,) kupon hh
0

b()dyk 
JII*'' 23 •.,\nd lher~ i, a wise man 1who i, wi,e for h,., people', ' 

0 
The. fruit of \\hose unclc1,t,mding is '"la tmg•• 

25 The hfc of a man 11111111b, rs) "day, 1>111 fc" ", 
1
' But the life of J eshlltun d"v~ innumcr.1bk • . 

• , ,nic "• \Vh · ' h. 1( · · · "' 24 o :• ,1 ,~c ,or rm,c • shall )1 .. 1·<· his fill 'of ,·nJO) m,·nL •, 
, ,\nd_ all \I ho sec_ h1111 count tum h.q,py. 

26 \VJ10 1s wise lfnr his) people' i-;:nncth "hono•11 , 
And lus name 'abi<leth in life c·tcrn:il •. 

tbJ XXXVII Zi 31. ll"is1om ,,, d, rr/i{>I, t1//lml 1t•ra1i11g (=.:+: + 1 <11,tic:hsl. 
JII"" 2; i\1}' son, pro\:C Lhy soul~ in thy Jif1.:w, 

And sec (that) ,1 hat h.irmcth it' lhuu g1vc 11 not. 

'every one th:ll is "isl' in 111, "'n 01, 1·11 ,. a f .. ol '. ..r:; "kP'l"'°': 1!. imua1is ~ 1 
\'CT:,.Ut:1. foc..utionc r-j:' Jl1 =-N•:; ,,::,: C:r: :;"1 ~ , r,,. ,,, /Jt{••µn \ u ,.\,..,

1 
, ( '11 f I ~ "t • 1, J 

;i;yn ~:lN:t., ,~,, ('froru id! a:·n .ti:,. I I):~ r.,,,,.~ ~,,,"1•tr, p..:· JO•• tj; .til'! .!''ti ""H .. ~f., 
T1n-r/>•1, =- Jljl,'M r,::.:h!IJ (Ti"•t/>ri I , ,, .. -,,., xii r }, J~' 11 I ;,;:·:- :-:·; • ~=~·= ,,, Jl :• 11 /111 11 f, 
i: · :u1d ht· tlt>pri\1. lh l,i11.~1 II 111 ... ~! 111 11111 r l~ _ .! 1 t,) / h :=- .,,. j). ,,,,, ,":; 

11JJd //11J /1111 = .21 h ("' • ,\,1111,/), J!,t ..I'• t ,I ,111,/ I,' ,1 ',, jl ) ,•l 1, , I r/.t1, 
'rpu,,·11/ 1 ,·,1r1,111/ r:/ 20 l, (J!! '" , J! olf fron• all 1·1,jc,111u· ' "" 5: ( ·,rr 1a11/) ' de 1 'P' ed < r all lronour)' 
l,,11t.1/" "'· Z2. 13 (:u,,11;.:I) ,p 24, :Ii) , J .',, ~ = l!. (", t1otj,o< • l .\ Jl ;!: 'frc,-, 11 
face': e:i tr.t urol'ann (, (tduw,uuro .. )m,,r,,, (:~6 ;>r.1r•ro1 = alt 111.'ll/o/.11, uft m 2J b) I /h , 1 

Jll' • J!.l Z::)!,t,l ,.,1,,, Ci ro1• •ntTOt! >.111 i•U• f Hfl: ~ I \dlO 1 \\ 1-.e ,I( 311 IJmC°S c:-• =~•:_·"' 
(1/ /.r:.,,11111111;. of/Jiu= Jll :;1'l mur,, t;"~ m 111 ~'n r; (~ •:too) Jl ~~·,;: = • 
(11 °1 :i) u ou/d t.t/tr/,cl kr cp. ~.. ( ,,. ,., t,l" 1• (i 1:: • for tlu.:m5Ckl' .. 
(righlf;•)· .S>,, 25 •r-o J!l1 C'~, -t=,':. J1 ,!::,': C''-' [i • 01 .. ll~te> "JP.'P6J•· 

{,f,. (L,J am! xlr • ,ll r .. ,. \, J!' )!.I /,.1 l.x-::" CJ//, ·•-"" _ (i ,o 1 .. ,,..~~ 

,ti~J; o:m • 6 W'J~ fT fit,,; ~ = i Tr~ ;i;f;" ~ fr f \ llh I• Jl ,..,,:,,.:"" ... : 
( +ovnw 10 b, SO ]!. rlll £ ~) t l JU Cl,.' .:::-. '5 , "~a,e at-ot " 

"I 

z4f. tlofati, sa 1!. ,111a ~ - Jt?): w,crw n,(11 /,,,. 6t, ,, • 
G ('1aun, (i 18 fffroc) fh Tn ,11ww {= ;::i;,:,, ••:,~' /ctlu1f 
-.i,ro ( in 1\im· ')1,106,,br, a srr,1,,,11111,1 ,k /Pr;·· -:= 

, 1111 ,. , 1, , ''P?" v),: 1,, , , ll c'!.· , ..... : .. =·~· 
I ftld /,r, f :/ //!, .\/' md) W y \ l! (i ;:, J/ ffll,' l! 

• j!I + 1 ( .,ml • , 11 not ) , ti ,,t Ji 1!. : > • n t 

are some \\ho arc \\I"'« whc..u: othu~ mt1u·~t,.Ht.: cunc.t'rncd tut m tl.t rm\ tT •. rs .1ct .is f,o ; or thcrf: o1r~ 
~01ne \\-hop.a~ .. t::; \\ht m th,· np1rnon ol n• ti), l.Jut \\ho m t cir ll\O e tin, it o 1. t- u lX ~ 1 trhJJ 1, , H'"- f the 

use of ':> iu 22 , th<: forr1:t ntl'r pri' tl n ,,) 1~ tc I.Je 1nt:frrrcd. Then 22 , 1 1 c nt-a t 
.zt. winning grnct:. ('i \· ,,, I:, fl :1.lso lo1.1blenr,s. l p. xx 19; x.•u f. 

depriveth himself of all honour L p. :,; 11111 x,m·. 1 r. 
,:2:. The fruit of whO!;t.; undc.:r~tand10I( l!,1 upon hlb body 1 1 L tl IL "'" ' ~ St:> 1h • { I r• I 

m:uerial comfort (' upon h bvdy' .,Imo 1 • .:pon himsrlf'r, h;r 1he re,«!,!: ot G ue cr111c.l note an,t cp. 
Pro\ xu. i.,i. xiu. z, x,·iii. :1 

23. is lasting. "!he n·,ulL of su, h µubhc·!ip1ritut ,,1 ch.m 1s Hen not rucrcly rn m:ucrial comforts iiilnd iucce", 
but in lasting honour (Lune ,nTI ,ng posttnl) ), 

:,5. The life of a man .. life of jt:hhuoun ·ri,c ,c,.., ,:i.,, 1 c:ro•n n1••0 
immort:aht)'. A man' - memtif)· m1~1,, Jnt" 1111 in Jn•uour 11_1 lhl" ltfo ,,t I .... l'till-'J, rial" u.,t m C"' Id l"t! t~•rJ"<l. u 
immortal. Then• j.,. no hmt uf ,t ~m, l\ .d ol tht· pe1~,111.11H)· ,,f tilt" 111d,, .du.al ( 1,. : \f AC'C ;).t\. 1 ,. • Jc,httr"t1 b 
a poetic name for l<r.,el under ·ts ideal pe :1 • upright one'); CJ'· lleul. xn11. 15, xxxiii. S, :1,; ha. ,hv. %, 

:24. oll who see him . . lp. Joh " t t Lant. vi. 9 . . 
:26. And his name nbideth in life ctcrnnl. ,., 1>1ll l11c ,,n laumurul m 1h\ mcmor) ,,r future ~<nrr.,11 .. ,. q, 

xx.xix. 9, xii. 13 (' a good name endureth for CHr'• xii,. tJ, 1.;. 
(/>/ XX:\\'11. 2; 31. The theme ,,f th, -ub 11011 rs pnnkn«- ,11J ••3f rd:1.,int, •·»µt-crall)' au .l '"" on c.\tint, 

Discretion in this rct:.ird \\ ill w.ut; off Ji~l',l"t. ,tntJ p1ull10J.: lih.·. It tmtns • ,:uod tr.1n1,.1uun to 1hc 10Uu•111a: ttJIU..11. 
which deals with the physician ,md the healing art. 

:27. ~ly son, prove lby soul rn th y life .. • • T.xperknti,1 do.:H.' The wi1c m~n "'Ul lurn from t~f'('ri<'IIC'C •1'.11 
to avoid as specially dangerous 10 him,elf. 

-14i 



SIRACH 37. 28- 38. r 

Jl" o, 28 For not Tevcrythingr is good for every o ne-

38 
lll" 

• Every soul maketh not its choice of every kind•. 
29 • J nd ulgc not excess• bin a nyb enjoyment, 

•Nor immoderation< in dany' dainties. 
30 •For III much eating• r nesteth sickness', 

KAnd he that mdulgcth cxccssa cometh nigh to b loathingh. 
3 1 1Hy intemperance' many ha\e perished, 

Rut he that is on his guard prolongeth life. 

(n) X'.\X\"III. 1 1.,. Thr ph_rsioan has bun ordni11,·d by c,od and should be resorted to in 
sidmcss (= 3 + 3+z+3+3 + 1 distichs). 

1 lCultivatcl the physician kin accordance wit h the need of himk, 
For him also hath God ordained. 

>-1· 'i' )V" = e:i. ill" l1ll1n ( luxury enjoyment': 'for cnjo)'ment i\ not good for every one'). cp. !, (' food 
i, 1 01 &c. - '!:>:ii.: fr ;,:i!i) •-r S JI!" =ti: rp. ~ · J!I.'' , n:in II !i:i C'lll ;,:i!, :.:)l = lL ct non omni 
;1111111.,, ,nm, ;.:,·,u1, pl.lcci •-• Jl! , 11, rn :>:.: (111". i, m ,i.: ,111,I [,NJ i rn): JI!'' \>NJ , rn ?N (•/' Jll" mg. 2): 
GI"/ ""'"'P'""'"' J'erl1,1fs ill .,l,ou/d /,, u,ul (,c•1/I," d,jfrr,11/ d,,.,.,,,,,, o/ //1,· I.tit rs) ?II i tn ,N (so f.t,•i, Shael.-): 
lh· 11 / >111/ •fl ;,:,: (.\"if. o/i'lit)=· sc.lllcr not thJself upon (d,,,ip.u,· 11ot tl1y,clf) '= indul1;c not ,·xcc~s' ( = e;;- • be 

not i11s.1ti.1hk in ) : ;I,,. rt,1,/111;; ifill' , in SN=· he not cxcessi\'c '(!). S111m,l ,·,.,"1, Jl'rn- , ~ : / /(/. (= s/r,11"/howl 
(1.11) >/' J;ll 'to he rcstlc~,': h, r,11d(l's sci nicht ausgclas~n (bei)' a11d ugards lh, nllzrr ruuhi,gs as v"aria11/s 
,,uw,, (>:.: l ~m ,,,,,1 >N i tn)/i-0111 !>11 ,rn ,111,I //11.1 /rom , 11, in. ,,,. 11•11,;ii , .. .10 h J!l 111.~'· 1~u ill'' ,::>; = e:; : 
ll!' 111,. ,111,/J!.l '>':i c-c J!l · 1::::•n ?Nl = i&: ll!'' mg.= JI!'' 1innn )Nl = !a srri/,,,1 ,,,·,,r far nvnn u.Juih 
itsr(f H a rorr,r/1011 o/ 1£!:&n (so .\11101d): .l~~··i rtadr llMn a11d txplml1r /n'111 S>''". o.r mea111i1g , desire • 
,1-,l 'i, J!l : l,11/ Jl!' 111g. JQ >'.\II)'' (?:i) <>-C S,, Jl!1

' = J!l Ill.(· ,ind 6 ("· ,rnUmr r"P >'IP"'I'""'•): Jl! llllln :ll"l:l •:i 
I ·I Sn ill· 6 rnsn• rrnvor (ll) · but 3//,,1 ,1/S.\. {N ,\ 2+8 &c.) "''"°" ( l!.. infinnita,: so .S) s-• JI?" ll' ltli'l (,p. 
II• r, <i-•:1('·•, ) = ~ "I/I.fl.: l!!" n=;,r.i:ii I& <ai q ,m).?'":'". , h-b ill Nil= 16 {<wr :1:0>.,par): so Num. xi. 20 (f:1.1,r. 
,111,/ J .XX) •-• l!I "1010 N>:i ( through lack of d1sc1phne : cp. Prov. , .. 23 i::lltl j'N:l = Sy111m. 8,' airu.8wurn•\: 
6 n,' u,r>.qtTTmv: 11, proptcr cmpulam: S 'through much food' J-J ill" 'll'"1 1. t. 'l!• : mg. i'l)l\i i"lll'"1 = Jl,S: 
e:i nµn = 1!. .$ r111d Jh, nlah'on 111 Ratl1111r .roun:~s (",~p,N ,JJ): .)'c.t txtg. nolt fi>r !hts,, and t1I.JO fur JIil' uu n/ il.\1, 
111 tlm, <01111, .n'o11.r (illl'"1 ustd III an A ram. sense = H ,b. i'l\'i 'to lake pleasure in, treat in a friendly way' ) 
k k J!! m, 1::ii\' •::,? (JQ " •.:i? IJ,rt //,,s .1/S. ,11ds). ,!ii r.r,n< rnr XP""" ( +nvtov N A\' 1.5;; ~5.l 2,;4 307 S)ro-Hcx) 

2R. For oot eve rything is good fo r every o ne . . . Cp. 1 Cor. vi. 12. 
29. I ndulge not excess. Cp. xxxi. (xxxiv.) 7, 'be not insatiable' (G !''I ,;,,.>.quncov, as here). 

Nor immoderation. . . lit.' be not poured out· (e:i ,.1, lqu8~, - l!! 1ocin ' Nl, i.e. do not allow yourself to be 
gi\'cn up ex, essl\cly to. Cp. Ep. Jude 11 • ru,hedl headlong (•t•tiO,,um•) for wages III the error of Ualaam •. 

30. sickness ... loathing. There is a clear allusion to '.':um. xi. 20. Possibly both here and in the Number.. 
p:1,~agt· the \\ord trans1atl'CI '1oath1111;' 1\'ul~. 'n,wsca 'J ma)', _as Smcnd suggests, denote c,omething stronger, some 
s,·,ere 11lncss 11kt dysentery (Smend renders· Brcchruhr '). Um•ntal dysentery i,; especially dangerous. For the whole 
\'Ct"SC cp. xxxi. l.xxxiv .) 20 • 

.31. prolon get h I ife. Lit. 'will add life'; cp. for the expression xl\'iii. 23; Ps. lxi. 6 (7); Prov. iii. 2, ix. 11. 

X \XVI I I. 1-23. This sect,oo falls into two well-defined subsections, the first of \I hich treats of the physician and 
his healing an, which should be resorted to in sickness (v11. 1-15); and the second with mourning for the dead 
(••<•. 16-231. 

(rr '-:XX\' I I I. 1 1 5. God has ordained the physician, and gi, en man the power and means to use the healing art, 
in o:i-,:er th,tt thc.::.c ~hvulJ bL' re:.ortcd to whtm need fol p•;•. 1 ~J. In tune of ~ickncss, together \\ 1th pr:iycr, repentance, 
ancl s.tt, itict', the skill of the physician ,hould be called in to aid. The section seems tn he addressed to people who, 
on rcli~ious grounds, were unwilling to consult the ph)•sici:m in times of sickness; cp. ::: Chron. x,·i. u (' Asa ... was 
dis, ,,,d m his feel . yet in his dose/l>e he resorted not unto the Lord, but to the physicians' the contrast is 
si~m111.:,mt). 

1. Cultivate the physician i n accordance w ith the need of him. The !me i, c,te<I more than once in Rabbinic 
"·ork ,n the form (' Tlw pro,·erb s.iys :) llonour thy physician before thou hast need of him' (.Jfid,as/1 r11/J/Jtt to 
Exod xxi; cp . . 1/i,lr. Ta11!t. Gen. i'i'tl § 10; also in an Aram. form in T. J. Taa,iifh iii. 6). This fonn agrees with 
Jl!' her<: 111 readm;: • before (thou hast need of him)•; but the altemath·e reading I'll? - 6 ) 'in accordance w11h the 
need nf lum ' is 10 he preftrred here, being supported by t he logu:al connexion. The phys1cia n is to be culm•ated and 
h1mnured · b<,cau<e ' God has ordained hnn for a s.pec,al and necessary office in human atrairs.. This puint the author 
is enforcing to peo11le who were inclined to deny the necessity of the ph)'sician under any circumstances. T he reading 
' before' here may ha\'e arisen under 1hc influence of xviii. 19 (' Ha,•e a care of thy health or e\'er thou be sick ') ; so 
Taylor. The word rendered 'cult ivate' (ill/'"1) occurs a lso in xxxi. (JL.,xiv.) 15, with the meaning to treat in a friendly 
and considerate manner; cp. 'l/1 in Arnm. - ' 10 delight in , welcome' (B.1/. 11\..,). 

ordained. The Hcbr. -.ord here rendered 'ordained ' (j), n) $0metimes has the meaning ' created • (so xxxi, 
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<i !RJ\CH 38. :i-8 

• " 2 It is from God tha~ 1thc phys!cian gcttcth wisdom•, 
And _from the kmg_ he rccc1veth "gifhm. 

3 The skill of the phys1c1an lificth up his head, 
•And he may stand before nobks•. 

4 God 0 hath crcatcd0 medicines out of the earth 
And let not a d isccrn111g man rcjcd them. ' 

5 \Vas not Pthc wakr" made swed qby the ,10,Kl•. 
•That I le might make known to all men I I rs power'? 

6 And Ile gave men discernment, 
T hat they migh t glory · in His mi~hty ll'Orks•. 

7 ' By mca!"ls o~ them the physi, ian a~suagcth pain', 
8 A nd ltkc1, 1se •thr aputhccarr prcvir<-th a conf~ct ion'· 

'""'"''"~ (70 106 2()6 > nµmf) U\.•Tl)t·: Cl,m .11/tr. hr11 Ill) ff~ ,\;lfltl• 01,":"()IJ N'"·• ,rpc.,, T'tJ( ,tptu:i. =I.= ,:i,·a ·!:) 
<:·~' '!:...')_ J!.? ,:..,_-; ·~::~ = S; f(,dil1111 '"'"'" ('·;::::--;, ·~':" "" , ' "''", 1 1 ,1,1 • J.! c:-· 
N_li-~ 6(fi 11)rnn• "'''"' Hl-m.\ ~ '51,,1.,,(/..t\ .:.,4S .!~ 1 , II~ f• \ l,Jt,,1', 
,,,_:.,~. o~.::~';I (,, C'J•i;.). 6 \Ill u•un1 Jll(HTT•ll't•II· ,,,1-1 ,,,,,,µ,,itft II ;6 • II\ I I ,r 

ea 1!. s = i!! "'·' (Ni-J + c·-,~· ,. t. c•·:::) ) 111 ( , 1 :-·;;·--.:- s·, ": · / 
I I h m,11.,•111it! ~'~~· (O'~::") = "JIil 1.·-. • ~ ,, ,/ 1,, N 11 

f'rif,1td lo lh /,xi n1i::1,n - • rnc,h, ,n s'] P·t· ,\ ~ 1!i 1!. 3,1ua ,,n 
11•1 J!l 1111,. j' l,'D = l!i • JI .,/ i'J.':l ;:, r • J!l '"1.J ::•:N '-.::i i;•~,~, 
xix. 3) 6-f,{ruy11wa8r1JtUT"')lli'f\l m-ro1 -S(111/:~li70,t1·,r 1-' 1 

Jll in His (111.::. Lhtir) ~1i~}1:y 1\(.Jfk (vu/ ,,J., r Jill"/ l lj· c-:i 7 t) u,::ro ._ai '1P"., -ror -

avruu ( N<,• 1.5; ,10; ,\:c. S, ro-!T x S,h J ,I, u,,..,,)-= \\Ille th, rn cloth he I, ,I u I l k<1'i 1"~1 his l 
pain·.: 1L in his LUrau ... tnll1;...1lJ \lo!, >r ·rr1 ,A11~ '/J( r 11 1g.1\ it dolvrc'lt q ~~un) 6,pa:uu1i1• ,1.",;.,.ua.., • .s 
L 6 mar hu,·t ,1J,kJ l / j:ll /, J~:,<~t;: 0 u ll., unguent HIUS faoet p gnc11t.1. sua\UJ.t 5 ... t"I unc . c-s c() 

[xxx:1,·.] 13 }U, 27 mg .. ): the Greek so rendcri. hut- (,,TuTu); p. \'ll 15, x,.;u~. :5. xJ. J, x.11\ :. b a· tt..e,c 
pass;ti,:es the me.:mmg ·allot' or' ordam • ~. t be prt.tt. rtl•d. (Th~ m~.rnrnj,!' ~ crc-.1~c' xxu. (u.xa,. 13 ) bce.xpl cd 
from lhc idc:i of ,moothnc ,, ,h,1pt, ,c, mdm·· ·o , ncml.) 

2. It is frorn God that the phyMcian getleth wisdoru • • l'h,· ,kill of the phy51cian is d""" from l,od .u,d 
is not dependent on the f.trnur o! c,1tthly J"'I nt llr, for tl1< htgh e,11m.t1011 ",th "lach it h1>ulJ be, re .. rdeJ This 
seems to be the thought of the couplet • "m~ 10 · bust ~ prob.1•>1)· me.ms an c;uthl)· ku.g, ,nd 11 not to be, rcg;irdcd 
as n title of l,od here (the King. ,.c. the hc.>Hnly Km,:1. I he 1er>c, ho"c,cr, 1r.1) not be n1cn d to us,:rt more 
than the fact th.u tht" phy!,1c1an dcrin_.s hi-s ~kill fro1n l.10<1, and c1t the '!"»3me timt' r•·cel\es rt ogn1t1 nan~ 1s honoured 
by the highest of c:irthl)' potcnules. Phy-1c1a,,, \let, r, ,:ular offi,, I of U·1c1,t~I co,nts, .u,d lui;~'> c tecme:1 tli ~ 
e:ir generali,es the statem,·111 I from the ""'' H .;l uclh hcahni: '). 

3. lift e th u p his hea d . . s t and before nobles. ,\ ph) ,c,an sprci;,lly sk fJI rmr •11<. to the h1gh~1 honour 
For the expression • stand before nohl1· 'I /. 'ki, , p. l'ro,. xx11. 29. 

4. created m edicines out of the earth. 11, rl, u ,ed [, r mcrl1cm 11 purposes are spcci,,11) m the .-n1cr's m,r. In 
the .lfidm,h r,,M,1 on Gen , 11 (cp ,d,o Y,1/vul Jot,, § 501) some 1ym1;s ~re i;ro~,><d toi;c<hc "hie oncspond to 
'2"'V. 4 u, 71 .ind 8" latr-t. 

(1 ,,) Cod c.iuscs spice• to ,prmg up out uf the< 11th: 
I~) \\ 1th 1hcm the ph) s,c1.m ht· s t~c ,irokc, 
t ,,) \nd of d1t:m t , , .. rfumer (f')I""" ,>nuncl:> tht perfo .. 1 

5. W as not t he wa ter made sweet by t he \Sood • , • The ,,,, mn is t > I xod l\ :3 (. 
interprets the mira.clP. to h.l\·t: btrn etTectcc.1 '1y ht: 1utt1rt' ol the \\ood. so l Lr);. Ol"'lt. "' Ith 
instructed him (in the pr1 fpCrtics uf) ,l tree, .ind he ca,t 1t int11 th1.~ n Hers, 1nll the ,,atcn I.Jc .1.m 
l'hilo dr -.·i/11 lfoysl, l. 33. and Jos'-'p ui ·1111. 111. 1. :). 

ll<n-S1r.1 rt htly 
( .ind the Lord 
wttt · : cp. ,,lso 

Tha t H e m ight ntak e known to all men lhs p· \\er .. ''Ht 1.~ 11,.,'ltl). 1 ~: he ' t. t uJ 
rn.ikcs the reference tothc.• powc.:r1,1n1:C" 1ftht: ,, d1. t,u,I rt·\,.tl ... lli-o. 1tt1\\l tluou,..h 1111ur.,l J { • 

6. T hat they (1.c. nllnl might glory in His 11m1 :-t mighty worklt. 1',r th1: ,,1,rt~ n ·1:ul\ m·\.::. ""'s::.:- ... 
cp. x\'ii. 9, nxix. 8, I. ~o. . . . • , 

7. By means of t hem the physician a~-.;;uagclh pain. 'J:) mt· W"t • 1 !lu rn. a.,. Ii) the I t ~, '" It.. l ( 't! h, 
pl.Leed in n.uun1l oh_iit·t:ts. fht• :-.uh_,,·Lt 11f the ,1.·1111 c 111 th~ tc\.t HI l.l hi· lht.• ph, .. l I 1:t (i (11111n , • n 1lt: tbti' 
subject of the sentence Loci (6 may hne rc,d 1J·~:~ 1<i::i~11<~1, C.,J (cp. Rabh. c,t. abo,t-).) 

8. And likewise the apothecary prepnrcth a confe.:11011. 11, the, l ,u"" 11\ ""'> h, rt-n.1, red '\1111 ',kt ·...., 
the pcrfurncr prcpar1.·t h J. pcrfumt.:: • (Jl-l)'J-1••). In J~ ! I ~"' .. , 1, ., J•r,•h :.l'tn.a.J n.mu.: - · mu.er, pc;rtu n, r ' I•· 1-.~ k!. l."X). 

z 51 35: Ecch.::t. x. t, &c.) ; m t Chron. ,x.. 30 1 p. · ~,,mp ,u11dcr, c:>I tlw rnnt1n1·•.nt'. ;:""i":) l!ht· \Hird u1al hrre 1n 
Neo-H cbrC\\ 'ointment• (umtmcn1-m1:,..,t11rc:) l,o 1 <. l11un. 1x. 30). l hus th .. tine nu.,;ht he 1c11,•crl'tl • ·~\nd l l\:• 'liif:' 
the apothecary (compuundrr) prep.ueth an 01ntmt:1H (01ntnu:nt·nuxtun..).~ I· or r."'I'"' t :r 1Ht'4t/t1hl t I' :di:,. I. I ltt: 
offices of apothecary (compounder) and physician wcrr, of <our.r, not di,tm<t. 

1 n:,n,~n nt'( rn,o n;,,.,., c,-,.,, n:Jcil n:< ~~,..., N~r,, i::;,.: .;·,~-,-i~ c~~::, :i;:::i ir.;:< 
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S I RAC H 38. 8-15 

)!l1
' That I Tis work may not cease, 

•Nor health• • from the face of His earth". 
9 l\'ly son, •in sickncsss 'be not negligent'; 

Pray unto God, for lie can heal•. 
10 •[Turn] from iniquity, and !purify thy handsl•; 

And from all b1 ransgre:,.sionsb cleanse thy heart. 
1 t <d!Give a me.11-o!Tcring withl a memorial~. 

•And offer a fat ,.~crilice• 'to the ulmoM of thy means'. 
12 ~And to the phpicran al,o give a place~; 

Nor should he be far awayh, for of him there is need. 
13 For there is a time when succe,sful help is in his power; 
1 • For he also makcth supplication lo God, 

' To make his diagno~i~ successful', 
And the treatment, lthat it may promote recovery!. 

15 He that sinncth before his J\laker 
1 Shall be delivered into the handsk of the physician. 

:,.,1~1it.1ti, t,1 d,•11/,/d) ' ' jll ;,•01,n : G Ka1 "P~"I [ ,ra,." ntn"ov J (lL rmr/111g yap /or ,rap: pax cnim Dci) (? "P~"'I = 
.i,~ti f,,- ;i·:;~n (llc1rt): /,uf .\1,1,ml lh1ld.:s 1/ /r,111.r/11/0 JU= 1 I1l·i1 · J "-" 6 1mp a1.1To1J (UTU, '"' npou~nov "!Jr 
7~,· = ,sis 'Jl: Si: 1;1.:1:, l ;i•.:·m = • and that he,11th from him Ill.I)' be upon the face of the earth' (S111,11d lhml.s 
l/11, "'"! /., t/1,· "11,i;m,tl kxl): Jl! o,i-: •:;::ir., ;,•:•,n1, 111,,:. is,i-: ' J!:!O = $5 (' from the fate of the earth'): m d,1.wcnl 
Jftbmt •;:i )i·1J a· 11/rl lit r 111ir1d ) - 1 So JI.!: l!lr+ aov (so .S JL) 1-1 JI.! , :w11n ~N = [i (m/11rlh1r 1.wg. 
"""): ~>(l!. nc d~S(Jicias te ip,urn) • G+o< (sol!.) •-• iu (at b,g1i111111g ef/11u) ,s htrr dtfirlm. 10") 
o·:~ , :::, ·:1 ~lJ:'~ = · fie,· f.0111 iniquit)' anti f10111 respect of p,:rsnns' (Srhtchl,r) (cu i:, rnJff1id 11/.,0 1, L .. "·1, 
... Stra,·1, Prt(J ) . lll "'A· /ill.Ji nol = I prO\'C '. G 01UJO"f'}U-OV 1TA'7µ1,uX,10Jt (2-18 70-µnar} Ktu u,Bt J"OI' x11par = 
? C'E:r: ,Ji1l St•J i '~il (nBLr = iJ P~. lx~vili. r): J,, S111011/ 1,•",11/d r111111d tilt' wlwlr Juu: C!'~~ J Ji\1 ),y~ i 10: 
th. • ,, rm,fir111,d b>• p,1!'a/ltliw1 if m.,I dau.rt. $,, has 'remove iniquitJ and falsehood' b-b 6 "l"'P"'" (S1i1g.) 
c ,·. 1 1 > ;6 d ,t 1/d,r. 11/S. d!/,· l1t•r, ou(r //tr final word ef //,1 hm, i"liJI K . b,111.I! kg,U, · e:i a,,. ,u.,.,,a, tta, 
fJ"'1JJ<H1"l'W>P u,,u&rX,wi. : Jll 111.~. i'ini :tN: : S111u1d l"<lllt1r/:s that c1 fim. 11r11111 111111/ Jm-:·t pratdai flu's, <111d lu rtrlort 
th, rd,»/, /111, ,,,:mo( 0:1 ;,n;o ;n. J.,' ;,i::ri-1 nin•J t!'J,i (,p. xh. 16) =•offer mcensr and a memorial' 
e-, ill 1n11 j~·,1 = r,nd make f.it whal i, •~I in order or pr1;parc1I · (,. (, 'th,· ofT~ring pr~pared '); rf'. m~,y~ I. 1 ~ 
-:t·huc \!i- 101tla ~1· rrpoacJ,<,µa. {'.i- /,,rt ,coc >.1'1fOflt1'11rpuuq>opm, f-t J!.l 1'Jli1 ~~):IJ ( ... S~rhti /Jin JirojJ(}U." 1'"i1 '!1:::i:, 

· :ic,ording to tll(' s:1,ini:s of till' ~ub,ta11c1 ') Q;i wr P.? '"""P~"'" =? 1J'K ' !)J : or a., Lt',·i sugg,.,1, j1.1 ,l,,;o : 
/ah,,ps 1:;m '!l::: (I.eh") sho11/d /, rmd. l!.> F- So 6 = J!! (,lFS. d,fir!l,·r): [i +Km y•1• """"" "m"'" <vp•~ 
(,1dd1/t.,._f,0111 •. 1) l1 6+uov: rp. J!!111;,. nxo (ct>rrupltdfor 1nsc)) i-i il"l::'!l ,, n'>s• ,:;i:,.: (n,::r!l = 
.,~,t) ,(,!Ut1cn · l'..c<.1t:~. \\ii.,) & m111Ta1.1a1ra (?Jiom mo>.u,u·· >.tau·= 1::0:l ~eek~. ,iii. 1 . [.S /1,rf ·heahh' .. J) 
l ,, n,.,. (,"'",is JI(/) jll 111;;. ha• mr.,• (,.,. ;,t~') = ~ l!. tlirigct l ·J l!li xal"" ,,,;3,.,,,,.,, = J!! . .$ • in Ins 
I •and and lire k-k So J!! Ill/.'· •i • ,., il1M0' = ~ and e;; (,,,.,,.., .. m xupa,·): J!! h.\/ 'l!l' , ::im• 'is pr.i-
,umptuou, before' I lL f<r. /ti. de enquiis 111-m )l! ::i•1., (Id. cause to flow')= 11:i 1r,tT,ryay,: S • multipl) ' 
(= ::i,., J/,11 ') n n J!! ,,en,· (i wr l'm11 ,ra<rxw• = -,,,:n~:, o-u Jll o,vnn , :-:1 (' hide not thpclf') 
J.1 -,, l!l On)."UJ (!,u/ 5111.:,, 1,1'.ff. 1J ,· 1111/((/: Sfl ,,ad ;n'/h ·o m,11x): G (far 1,,1,4, /,/u) A'm M t•rr,p,!nr 'fT/11 ra</np1 

That H is work mav not cease. Nor health from the face of His earth. • His (i. <:. God's) work.' The 
idea i, that God's mri,:hty ;",rking manife,ts 1tsdf c:casckssly on thC' earth in the \\Ork of the physician. • The reason 
• , . 1s :i dh·tnc design to encourage science, which ot hcrwi!-ic would vnni~h, being u!)elcss. 11 ~hraculous 11 healing would 
n, vcr have suggested a stud)· of botany or mineralogy' {l:.der..heim). G obscures the meaning. 

,. in sickness be not negligent. Tht· Hebr. "urd rendered here• be negligent' {so 6) menns • to ltt onc,df go_', 
i. t: be careless: so l'ro,·. xi\', 16 i S1r. v. 7, vii 10, 16; cp. xiii. 7, 1,·i. 8. 1t is not ncccss.iry to alter the text in 
these passag~s to ,:1i:n;i 'trouble oneself'. 

Pray unto God, for H e can heal. Cp. Exod. n. 26. 
10. Turn from iniquity, and purify t hy hands . . . '1 he expre;sion ·clean of hands'{' he tbat hath clean hands_') 

;Ymh, h. ·s mm,rcncc or frcl'dnm from ,;uilt; cp. Job ,n·ii. 9
1 

&c. The idea that physical ills are a punishment for sin 
1s here emphasized, ns often elsewhere m the 0. T 
_ 11. Give a meal-offering with a memorial. The s .. tcrificc as described in Lev. ii. 1 3 is n1eant ~ .the c memorial' 
as that par\ uf the 11111/lt.,h which is burnt upon the .,ltar. All incense "as so burnt (cp. xiv. t6). Lc!n restores here: 
11 Offer incen!.e a11d a niemorial.' 

offer a fat sacrifice. • • Cp. vii 31 ; Prov. iii. 9, &c. . 
12. And to the physician a lso g ive a place. l\ute the order of llen-Sira's thought: In sickness fi rst make thy 

peace w11h Gori: rt» •rt to prayer and sacrifice; lhcn call in the physician (' for Hrily the Lord hath created him· 15 
:in addition in (i from 'II. 1). 

14. To make his diagnosis successful, And the trea tment • . . For the te:<t sec critica.J note. The \\Ord 
rendered • trutment • lit. •healing'. 

15. He that sinnet h ... S hall be delive red into the bands of the physician. This probably means that if a man 
sins ni;;iin,t hrs ~l.tker he" ill be punished by sickne,s and ill health, and will then have to depend upon t he physician 
for relicf-1,od will nut help l,im (presumably till he has made his peace with God). 6 (<',,n,uo, : but 23 55 254 
.,.,.uu i,01) renders: 1 let him fall!' but the altemati ,e rendering is to be preferred. 
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SIRACII :J8. 16 20 

Cb) XX "(VI II, 1 fi .• z 3. 011 111m11·11i1~1; /i>r tl:r drad I= l + :2 + 2 + 2 .._: di~tich, ). 

• " 16 1 l'\ly son, miet tears fall• over the dead· 
"Show thy grief" and w;ul out thr la~ncntation. 

I n accordance with what is due to him bury his body 
0 And hide not thysclr• 1 11 hen he expires•. ' 

1 7 11 Let thy \Heping be bitter and th} wading pas~ionate''; 
And make mourning such a~ befit him : 

t\ day or t" o on a.ccount or· ..:·"~'P 
And be con~lccl 'on account or flhy) 1,orrowl'. 

18 • For out of ~c,rrow' proccc1.kth •l.,anc•; 
• E\"cn ,o• '"sadness of hcar1• • prn, tratt·tl,11igour• 

.i 1 • 9 rl\\'or,c than dco1th is ,abiding- sonm, 1, 

5 (.$) And an unfortunate life is cursed by the heart'. 
1'8 

20 .. And let him no mor<: occupy thy thollghb•: 
~U ism,ss the remembrance of 11110, anti remember the end". 

utrc,,, (
1
and Jll'.:.:lc..·lt 11u1 IJT· l,uri.\l.) •1 1 ll~ ,~~~ (m, c:-."""J c~."':, l'' ·::::, ·;.: ""'-:- ~'i ~,. ,.,,. ..... ""'"~ ... 

fl"''!"'O'(WltotrtTm·= ,t:::'-"".:' Of'"itl ·~~ ,uil ( ."v11,u,/1, ,,. ,111/1u1/1,); ,::.:·~ c~- /, 111,tl lu l,trllt"fl14IC111 

' ~tTI i··t/'111,, JI.~ Ir \'I "'r::C::-·: er,, J,l/t/11\ ';H(f11Jq,h, t·\.1cte·.1t·flt lt"S uri"mn , ... , ::, ,, 1.,, -~;, \\ ., .. 
;;,, ;·~:,) 1(1/d(J"X • \\illl :lnd rno1l ft1r tli 'Ill 111.11 1.11111"111. r-r l!i l:,u,1,,A,p - . ... :, ~ ,, ). )l -J,:::; (.i 01 

O)en = ? Dl,'I, fi m1 iil,".:, · I 1
'· ) J!l /, \"/ iUJ jl~J::i G ~t ~~ ... u" = • ;,~ -.•:;,;: rn rr 1d ~ 'on .iccount 

of lifo' t-t S n l!:i .s. JU r,~ (, ,Id ~.,,., 'J) U•U ill ·\~K IU "' • •I ' ' ~ :::: •• ll .:i;" F" ( p. 
Neh. ii. 1) = 6 ,; ·"t 1<0µ.,J,,, 1!1'~1,. = i'::\'17 ,;l'' ( ,, z,/) Jll ,J~~· -.::' ,- . r 9 > J.l ,., ;S { /;, m~ 
J 8 b ,1111/ 19 a) ;,., ror so :in c,·il hear!] n ,re tlian ,le,. ru, r )u~h ~nx,ch 11,, 1 <1nr r. 11 a I tmni;s 
cli~trc~,. for llll' lift of the poor" for , curs,: ol 1111 hc.ut'. G (11<i1,sr n, ''i""Y? ( ~ 1\ ,\. '""Y,,,)?) r:a "1!1a,,,. 
(~c•A &t: S)ro-111•:x 11 ~" nu,a,u) A-m XL""T?, Smv,tl /1 / ,~ f,,, Jiu -'='!.' .,.., ;-,,:,: ):.., ::, "" r, id 1."1 ar 
c·, · 6 1i;11or d J.'i <1111/ r,11d m:i-:p) / r mi:-: (r/ 111. iH '"''}"'Y'I ;,;,:) , ,,,.-d. / I. r nl ,ur 1 
i,, 6 lfm ,.'3,~ r.T"C&>~ot .cum (:'l.i 2 ,); 2';"i1 c,tT•ton) Jw,,aw: • " J,t .,,1: ::.~ ,...,X .:•::•n :'N • ur11 rut th\ • c: =..r 

hack to hun again ' · }ll mg. ,,~ ~~ ,,~;.i n·::1:-1 ~s , t. ,11 , ml, rt f , , , r • l"'r h • ,11n/, ,- 1, J ..... ~, 
'\Jl,)011 it (1~ t ~orrnw)' = 'SC't not thy Iii ,U' ur1011 ~Of'"O\\ '(µ.,I ~' ur .\, ,r171• u,r, «a &a~ qot U ht J, ... "-'~ ';";" -.N 

1t:;!:IJ , xxx. 21): ~ upon o.llhs • I 11 
.\ J!.!: re- (111>/I 1IJ11~ the l1t1rtl11b } c"' ''?·"o•· ,u;rfJ• ~· -,B,., ,.a ,v\n10 

(~) XX.XVIII. tt: ~3. l1n pcrn10urnini: .rn<I burial hrultl l.,c hc,l>"rd on1hr1•, d; ,, orro"· ,n '1 pr Ion rd, 
can only harm thf' hv1n• ., .tn• c;mnnt bcnd1t the dt: ,d. 

16. let tear" rail . . lp. I ·r. , 17-1K 
In accordance w,th what "' du,: l o him bury • • . • l'rr~.1p .~ ;:ra>e-c ti> s ,u11e l 10 h ,, Hl<"n • 

(Edc:rshciml. l or tile <ju·d" wor, IH t tH·d {1Tt1n<Tr• >.n.-1 c-p. T >bit xu. 1:2 .1nd Lz<'k '<XIX.;, 1., '\ 
And hide not thyself when he cxpirts. ~' )lJ l•>r l'ir cxpr< s1on • h1<l<· th) If 1,,e ti olutcly • here. 

cp. Deur. X\i1. 3). l!"r • And neglc• no, Ins '>un~! . th1> perh 1ps. ghc. the ~c~S<· f.urli rrc 1 >" ,\ p ~· ,n the: 
Ba1Jyln111an Talmud, cittd l>}" :->chechtt• 11,,e,I rJ ,t,1·1 27 M. 11,ll 11lus1r.,1e 1hc m ,nmi: • ~ m1trl)' rh~ fun~ra 
hrmgmg out J of tht dc.ld \\,,.., more 1-:ric,·ous to hi rclatJ\"{ s rh.1t1 J,. dl·,Ltb S\J m h lh & h s rc'11 \C'i u t 1 
him 1ntl t1cc: until b:abb.m t,am:1licl c.rn1c nnd ti1m,df .. ct thf" cL,m,.1 ,,f ;""OI ., "11r1h 111 t e f er 11 pr s1u n 
g.urntnts,' &c. 'T'h!· .1bu"'c rt..fcrrc(i to I) tfw Uunit·n ol t'XJJ(r:-.c c t.tiic•l b,· t"(.tr.ua 1111 ft.. er1I f,\h on wh1 h ca :e: 
rclaures to abandon 1h~ ,kai.l and c.,ke to ti1 ;hi r:.lher th.111 l.1re 1he 1c4u1re· rnt1. It II d Sl'e II pr ililc •hat s<1mc 
such abuse 1s .umcci at m the:: tt:xt. ~mend , .. ,p1,1tn!t 1hc \t.·r-.c ~1s rdtrnnJ.: to the l.i,, flf rn .121 unclr :"nc~~ 1n c nnc:,;1 n 
\\ ith .1 corpse (cp. Xu n. ,1x t ~ I. l\,,tb, th:\n rncur ti ) i, 1p 1 ). f) uple '-' ul,1 kl\r lhc c yt u 1n llul th i 1s 
most improbable:. 

17. Let thy weeping be bitter and thy ,, a1hng pass1unntc:. I 1 1 .,Kt: lt•r '" • 1 11 )... t t -xpr"'' J1 

Zech. xii. 10): the Syr. ,·ariant hrrc, •"inc and f, od for them 1~ I 111, nt' rs.-r cnuc.il note I, , 1rten;••mg. It , an 
allusion to the cuslornar) funei.d h 1'-l. mentmned in J,·r. , . , ( . ...tO ,·1cb1t I\' 17), but l~c n:.1d1ng 1s due to 
mi~underslandmg of the or :in.al tc~t. thou~~h ~lmC n1lus1on tu tht' c~ tum \\.01.: ~ h:nc been cxpc t d. 

A day or two on account of gossip. i.e. IC HOid <landn or pub•. c•n CJsm. := has 'on 1cco ~1 of people' 
(generally I. 

be con~oled on account of 1thy1 ~orrow ,.,. ,,h .. , 11 ... I'"'" ,bc-d ,I." of" """"~ ,,... ~ • I , lh 
accord mg to tl1tt stnn letter o( the 1.,\, "1 -t :-t·, 1·11 l H III nrd111.a1y lilt· 111.1~ lr.uc ~-rn 11·duc1 t t11 out..• or t"Q C..i)r... : 
has I on axcnunt uf life ', 1. t· . t h.,t thy 0\\ n lif,, ,ind h, 11th nw.y 11111 :,uth 1 1·h~ duty .... , 1,ur, 1n.: tlu- rtc.1d \A th pr •pc.t 
respect is constantly enforet·d in Rabbinic.1l l11~ra1ur<·; cp. also the 11,.,k or Tobi!. 

1$. ba.De. 6 tcndt·r!J tlm·,,rh\, The J ld,n.·\\ ,,u1d 1i~::'~1m.u· 001tn<lt'T"•ooc. ol »uddt"n dt:t;1lh l,ruunht .a1,uut 1,y 1.1ca ('Ot 
or misfortune; cp. \ ;en. xlti. -1· 3:.:, xii,·. ~<). I !C•}\I, X."tl. ~~. :3 .-r.u>=. t >nq. rcnC:en ~nr:, , 0

'-' .1th: in. .._11 1ha.e pAUoil.P,I• 
~o again m our book X\..\i. (x,x1v.1:: 1 1V q; ~mt·ntl ,. ~orro,, unduly prolon~C""d "111 l,nn;: •uddcn 1ni;fur11mc fdeJ..rb 

19. W orse than death is abiding sorrow .• l p. ,,,. 1; Tlw , ·1 r"~· 1s ",l!UJHJ: m Jt: for 11.-:l.I liin" n1uaJ not . 
6 in clause a ( B t',"i"n)'w}'!J nu,m/1uut1 '('111 ~.-~,,l 1, ~:\pJ.u1n•d h)' 1\~ ..... d t•1 1111 ,n: -.~uh the dt"p.J.rturc of 1he l.'UfJJM: fr,"' 
the house, sorrow also passes nw"y (cp. 1•.2311). 1'1 lor 19 b I J:, n>~i? ')j,' '!~-) 

20. let him no more occupy thy thoughts. 6 • g,vc not thy heart untn sorrov. ': cp. xxx. 21. 
remember the 1:-nd. The 1,ensc of the \\IH1lc , .. ,!,~ l!t; C,I\C t11)t up tl1) u!c and cnt·fJ,;:liC" 1LI ,1t1n rt.in.1,-, 

remember thine 0110 end 1h:111hou 1hi,elfhas1 to <lw.111111 l"·e th}' htc. ,.Juk thou h,,i 11. ,n tit< ri~ht "·"· 
-IJI 
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Jl• 2 1 °4 Remember him not, for he hath no hope.i; 
Thou canst nol profit him, while thou harmest thyself. 

2 2 < Remember his doom. for it is the doom of thyself-
01-lis• yesterday, and thine to-day! 

23 r\ \lhen the dead is at re~t. let his memory rest'; 
And be consoled when his soul dcparteth. 

(a) X .\.X\'11 I. 24 30. Tl,e superiority of t!tc scribe on-r t/u labourer and artisa11 
( = t + 3 + 3 + 4 + 4 distichs). 

, .. The wisdom of the scribe &increascth wisdoms, 
And "he that hath little busincssh can become wise. 

25 How can he become wise that holdeth I the goad•, 
And gloneth l in brancli,hing the lancel? 

o Jl /J illlf/{)s1, (u·rl'11.;•(r) r·•·. z 1, 2: (to 2 2, 2_1) ,1-..1 St> Jll: ll1i u.~"'"" ,11,·,r.~rs, 11wdifj'IJ1g lh, 1,ng111,II .r111st: ,,.11 
,r.,'>.11f1!1 ot• JH1, t"Tu1 trrm,,n111> (R.\. 'forg'cl 1l not, for llit·n.: b no returning ag:\in '}: .S rtnrl,rs ll1t whnft· ·ttrse: 
• J{, lt1<111h-r i:-ritf and di,pd sin,, and put not thy trust in riches, for there is no hope in them ; for like a bird 
ot tlw h,·.l\<11s tltat lli,·tli :111d ali1:htcth, ,o b "'·allh before th,· sons of men; thee it r,·joiccth and anothcI it 
harn1c1h' •: S, JI!, -'.5 6 'I'"' (so 1i1 d,,uu a e:; har To •p•µn p.ov t.wtpl B 253 308 u:hich ho ·, avrnv]): 10 

A' '!HJ lk~. I!.. ••• J!l 111,,, L11J1] n,:,:·• no n,J:;'J = 6 (but tuT11r,amoa, mi!J'::. nJ~·;1: ;,. x. 17) -~ So 
)!/ = ;: ( +' f.,r lum '} 6 ,. n«a.p,9 "X•ll?< (EY 'cometh by opportunaty of leisure '} h-h So JI G o 

,A ,au"''"'°' r.pafu '"""' .\: 'Ill' who i, not bu,y with ,.1i11 things' ( Nnp•io pi!lt:l N>i, p. 1 Tim. r. 13 Ptsk} 
1-iJ!l - •:~o ~·o.,-g.,.,.t' (,p.Judgc, m. ,p): 6 "l''"P""' S 'plou~h-sltarc (,p. LXX Th,od. Judges iii. 31, 
<•~1r 1,r.11l'f: l 11.~~- ,un1c.•r) J-J }ll ha~· ,,y;,o n';nJ ='(,,ho gloril'1h) l>y rea~on of br\1ndi!:,hlng wtth Lhc Janee· 
(, f. > $.•m. xxm. • S) : <!:i ,. aopan . ,.,pav = I 11'}1'? n•in:i : ,,, Smmd nods htrt (111,0 = lJ.11. 1~11} k-l< )!/ 

;m• 'J1~N:J (91,N J',.. cxliv. 1 ~ = =i,N) = e;; -3oor ,Ao.-.. , 1-1 )!/ ,1::,J :i:i1:;•• (mg. "1'~'J J J 1:7'1 : ar<r luu 

z1. Remember him not, for he hath no hope. So Jv.. (i • for;.:ct it Ii. e. th)· latter end/ not, for there is no 
rHutn1n::' ? reading l'lt:l~n for n1;,n, Le,i): for this sentiment cp. Job dii. 8; \\'isd. ii. 1. 

2,. Remember his doom • . . Cp. xh. z, 3. 
z3. When t he dead is at rest, let his memory rest . . . C p. for the sentiment 2 Sam. ,ii. 23. 
X'\XVIII 24-XXXIX. I I, with an .\ppcndix, XX'\lX. 12-35. This forms an independent section which has for 

its gcner.11 theme the ,cnbcs. It falls mto three well-defined subsections (besides an Appendix), the first of which 
brings out the superiority of the scribe over the labourer and artisan (uxviii. 24-30); then, the place of the 
craftsm.,n in the ci, ic economy ts d11ch upon, but ,ll the same time his ,n,,b,!tty lo fuh,l the higher oOiccs of coun,ellor 
and Jt1d,;e i, sN for1h (x""'"· 31 34): the 1.tst subsection gi\'es ., ;:towing picture of the work and activity of the true 
scribe, and of his honourable status (=ix. 1-11 ). The Appendix (lOlXix. 12-25) contains a hymn of praise for 
crc:ttaon. 

The whole section b extremely ,·aluable for the light it throws \lpon the position and character of the older 
Sophcrnn. ,mtl ,usu, incidentall)·. on tht· trades th.it flourished in J~ru~.,tun m Ben-S1ra's d,t)'S. These earlier scribes, 
in contrast with the later Teachers of the Law, appear for the most p;ut to have belonged to the upper and wealthy 
d:isses (cp., howc,er, xi. t : Ecdes. ix. 16), :ind to ha,e been separated from the working classes (peasants, labourers. 
and artii,ins/ by a "ide social gulf They "ere apparently a leisured class, raised above tbe necessity of eammg 
a liH:lih11od. \\ho louk the h:dd in public .:,tfair!i ~and <.:Oun~dJ and .lctcd as Judge~ in pronounon~ JUdttial decrees (cp. 
"n111. lJ). They obviously bcloni:cd to the noh1li1y, and perhaps tn the noble families of the priesthood (hence their 
posH1on as judges!. They appear to have familiari«d themsC'lves with foreign atT.urs and countries, and to hnve 
somtluncs occup1cd positions under fore1i;n monarchs, m "hich capacity they would naturally act also as t he 
rcprcsenuuves of their own people and state. .Smend points out that originally the traduion of the scribes grew out 
11( 1hc: pru.::ttly T,, ,1/J1 .ind, consequently, the C,Lrlicr !liLrlbt'!; were drawn (rom the µr1c')tly cl,tss. Tlll!:i \\as still the case 
in the time of Ben-Sir:i. 

(.,) X ~ ,'\\'I 11. 24 30. This subsection i• particularly interesting a.s cootaining a more or less representative 
t1111111cutm11 of th~ lt.indicf'tlfts that tloun~hccl in Jerui,.Llcm, by the side of agricultuic, when the author 11rote. They 
"l'i>C;ir 111 the full01dni,; urt:cr of pre, cdence: engiavers of gems (s1i;nets and precious s tones), smiths, and poueri,. 
~ome r,f the more ordinary trades, such as weaving and carpentry, arc passed over, as too obvious to mention, 
prrn.ip!-, 

-~ The "1sdom of the scribe increaseth wisdom. Schechter cites ll<16,1 /,,r//m, : I ": 'The emuL,tion of 
suit, rnn1·., .. ,h "i,dom' (0!~:,n ;,Ji n o•i !l10 mi~;,). 15 apparently understood' wisdom' at end of the line to mean 
'Jeamcd leisure·. 

he that hath little business . . . Cp. /'in;, Abolh iv. 14: • R. Meir said: • Ha,·e little business, and be 
busied ,n Turah.' Hut the rule in )h,hnaic times was that study of the La\\ should be combined with a trade; cp. 
/'11¥ · /1,.,111 ii.:,• Habban c;amaliel s.,id: Lxcellent is Torah stu<ly together with worldly business. for the practice of 
them Lvth put, ini4u1ty nut uf rcmtmbrnncc; and .,ti Torah" 1thout work must fail at length and occasion iniqutty '). 

:5. And glorieth in brandishing the la nce. The 01·goad is apparently meant here, as in the preceding line (so 
e'.i and Smend's restored text; ,ee critical note). (For phrase' brandish the lance' cp. 2 Sam. xx11i. 18; 1 Chron. 
xi. 11 and 20. J 
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• "\\' ho leadeth cattle~ 1and turncth about oxen , 
m And 11hos.. discourst• i· 11ith bullocks? 

26 """ lie is carcCu) "to_ harrow lthc ecd-stripl•, 
A nd ~1s anxie ty 1s 0 to complete the prov, f!dcr•. 

27 P L 1kew1sc t h_c maker or c.tn ing and cunning deviceP, 
\Vho by night as by day ·•hath no rc5t q • 

' \\'ho cngra\'cth sii::nct-en~r,wini;:s•, ' 
• ".\nd whose a,t i t is to nuke v:uir.:tr or design', 

He 1s careful •to make the likeness true', 
And his anxid)' is to complc-te his work. 

5 (.5)1128 So a lso •the smith" that sittcth 'by th<' fu1111.ce', 
• "' \ nd re1,;ardeth the wdghtr \'l'sscls ~ 

1 he flame of the fire • crackcth • his flesh 
A nd 11 ith the hc:1t or the fu rnace 7h~ glowcthr; 

•To the ,ound or the hammer he inclincth h,, ear', 
J-\nd to the p,tllern of tht: \'cssc:I 'dircctctli • his cres 

i,:;,,): (:i .. cu m·uCTT1u<f1i1µ,11" n 'V)'"•'" 111 T~i· 1, u ll.~ •~;"'T~·::·i _ ..._,..,·;.·~:;· t, 
rlau,.., '\ ,md b hrrt. J,, fr,111,/. ,,irn·r f~, d,,.,,,, fi,/t u th, r,ghl rda 
, • , .. . . . .. : 1 i:;1

~ (111ml r h /,1, nJ ,, ',• I J , • /,,,. :!' "!!':"! /·. C, 111 

Zr.Ht Jl ~ 1 / ' '/:,°/J j :1J1 J/ It~ 

n-n JI/ (drj, •, ,) r •;:,- :~ 

J ;·-· .-~;; .::,\ 
(5 t .c:liot:i·n1 m·At1Kaf": S • i11 lus ~· l·r&~\\ • (~;.·i •1 ~t·.:;·;~ = \,1~,.11 f ,-,.1 / 111., •I ; -;;~ 

1 
.\ .//, , 

Nri,, Ill 'Ii,, ... ) ...... JU ... J i~ J'\l:"'.:~ ( \, h, Id 1 "".:?~·: :-'!;'~ ... • u \ It 1 .d lit(' ,1 ) 1/i 

( = ? "1~J (c·,/ ~:?!1:h. ) ~i.:~) • P Jll (,,,;; t, .. 1/\ ,:1lll I) ;~· ;-1 ~· '"-; - ~·:· :-s / J ,, 
=-?'i'.1~ • 1,//J(/'J ::;!'t'l :;'ir}, qi '' Tio>\ T,'rh Tf~TC:.a, <\"IU <IIJ\fl"l .-f;.J,,- ' l! N/11/1°/}. / /. f ., 

rt..f/fll ( ~ l l i:'J\ = 'j, ( .\r• ) r,·,t'C'' • (i fi1,r;u - J!l m.,: ;~;• (• 1 1'9 l1U, '-'"'! 1 = t,I ; - ; 1• 

2.'. ~7;1 ,111,/ h h,1 · ~o .1lsu ,1l 11r ~r,f ... uw11 .tr1 ,lt,turl,1.•l ltt~··J, r. u1l 11,,' •111 ! 

r .-.. • 
1,µuA,-,.1 

fi'•>rk·) they t11111k : k ,, · .Ut' 1 ,t.11 In l ( ",;:•:") lu I , ,, ,,, I ,I: : ./" ,1 c ,,, 
'Y>. r.</)ovrtt yA1Jµ,urnr l'Tc/J,•1tyi~WJ// = ('> cr.,n '.i;":: rm~·, (,\',.wn,f) I I (5 .. QI"/ tlfOJJO"'f ( :'I( \ "\'ro.J rl 'J 

iL Prl~Hu'J) rwrou ni\An,wam fl'Vt(U\uw. " f'TIJ.IOI DL-ruL1 = (?),nl~~'N dill ~o--uA .. ,v _ ~~:!'---!: alloawaa, ;"';;,.."' 
(

4 
ch.tn~4..· ") l-t ~ fl) """''~1,,11 ('-'),·Ur ,, l~ i,H1;J,rc. • ............ - J '-. ,, I f, I • .!\1 ~- t'J, I\ \j I 

2 7 c-r S /10<: 'on th, "ork of can •ngs .1~ i sogni ls awl of I'" 1d ; tlso 11..-ir ti oui: :s ue nc~~ I 1 , 1 e " rl 
of their craft '1 t' \:XX\'iii. l~ X~XI'\ r' ,r II, I ,_,/111/ l/J J!.l IJ J ~ ,a..\u r :;•ir: (u rl r Ill,:;_,. I '1. ,,,,, 

v-, 6 ,nu, u-.,i,ivnr ( by 1he arl\11 ') ~ lt ~It Ii} tli • furnact '(,1li>h/lJ) = 1-:_,: ,)s {6 I .,,= .. ')~ r, 
nKp~·or, a ,o, 1 up/1,,11 if .(0µ11 .. 0~· l} " . ._ ::, \wl lo ,..,ousuler c Che ,. t 1c unpli·1n, nt!i of tht ba?ancc '(n, h 

'r:,o ~.,~>; li xm IUITtllHH tlio,,,,11 11,,;4,1 \ , .... J \ •,•it:' .! { ~ '.' t 11 ~ fl • • \ \ I°' 
2:;4 30!1,pyu u 1t9pu1,) a• i ff.I,,.: s~::.,, .~,~ ·:1~n,, ( .\mm./) , •• rr,(u (1< \ & ) ) i;•:• lrf :'11,nh •• 
!.:XX, u/Uf( r9<01uu = v•:m,) =;:, (' • l.dll • II(\" >;iJ 308) "?f" \ stl'i, ntth ) 1 , G J, ""'''"'Gt :, 
(n~,ht(,·) 1 lie hur11ctli' (6 .. .' ,,,,ti ""·'p t ,- i -:i- ~J ~ ,. (i •J-...,, '/u1;, \ +-,,&a,1, , l:o,,]", ,.. ,, , ( 11 
noise or llH' hammer rt·ncwcth hi, l'~r ') · .S ( I h·· r .,g.,111,• the 111,aJc' he ",II he ,I I ·s ha,cl ) , , , ,, .~'"' 
far ••••m · so 1t,1d (,111,i ,1cwl/11111 tfi.,,,,1) ( /·· .S ',\url mer :J!,'Jmst th III J"~ of I • 1,or~ lu, "' 5, i;tll 

W ho leadeth caltlc and t urnclh about oxen. l! m,. ):I\ • "" " ,. 1 ..c • · \\ , t,,. tlh e;u e an 
tumcth 1hcm about with .,ong ' the construruon of the Hebrew is cos er, .,~d It m~)· be right rso Smcnd 

z6. H e is careful t o harrow t he seL-d·Slr1p. lit. • he t'ltU 111 a, r ' ·: .... - ·::·• ,r, , ..... -.,N. a.,.,,1 In 
Palc...,tinc the ticld 1:; .lrr.u1 . ..:•·d III St I 1.1!1• i'lo1't'u· .. tr1p .... "111, U tHr t uu,:ta'1J .111J "''"II rp.u ,., , 'n· J1.1rtt d •• J 1lu, 
point Knuss, li1/111udi :"' .1r,·h ·/,,._,,. ii. 179(. 

his a nxie t y ts to complete lbe provender. (.i 'his sl<eplcss cue is for 1,ro,cnder of heifcn'; cp. Gen. 
XV. 9, rxrv. 35. Se~ further ct,tical nole. 

l]. LJkewise the ma k f.!r of carving .nnd cunning de:vkc, 1 
• 1l,~1~,." 1.• ~ l1LC"'tac ,•rC",caUr In thr drnw 

of his craft fr<•rn cnjoyrnr,, the lc1:-urt· u,·i:-c.._,.,,n,r) f,ir .i nt'l!mher flt fht lc.1rn1!"" I -.1 M .. allt(':j, 
\'Crsc ,as th·:1111. • with 111w .. b!<r. ul \,u1"-l''" 011h. ,,i... 1hc t."n,:nt\11 ot i,r ... ,•)UI >ton,• 1~,b utlt ltt'•H' '11 ~ ft 
1h1s fonn of art hCe Bcnzm;{cr • • /rel,,, I •• .:;,St. ;,n.f t p . • ut. · t.QJ,;rt\111_.;; • 1n//: ~lU('n•! on trnri:and, t"o •,ir,c-,, '" 

Le referred to. the ,:-em-enJ.r;I\· -r> ,nJ tlu· \,,•.tH·r::; of 1.·m\tr,11<11 rnf ,tu1i..: h1 rcn&:·,,. ::, J •ttn,t f'K" ,.,,.._. •bu •·t 1• 
i, 10 we,l\·e rn1br• udery ' 1 lllld a~ h <lcr, ,le "'n I f;:un,lj n 1,1, hunt 1u \\ch.-11 • . lllll tlu, •• k:» prub.1 Mc.-. 

28. So also the smith that sittet h b) t he furnace. I h,• , .. uicc, m "" 1.Js ~ man· hcrt, dtnoc,,J by 11,c 
H eb, term t:hn µrob.ihly. The"'' I. uf 11 ... •m1th. "' l1t•rc tlc,101ltdl," mnn IMfll0tLul) MaOO"dlc:d "llL lhce Iii . 
in wh ich t he ore w:is m~ltcd, and ,he •Ul\'II, un wl11cl1 the met.ti •.b Uf',1: .. n ""I lCJ• h "-lJ\ 1 ~l. \\ 1~h U!ci p l".te.nt 
p:usai;e cp. also I ,ck.'"'· 18 =~; and sec furtlir, s • • niet.,1, · 10 E.R an<l JE: q, ,,lw f;:rnu,.•, t'f rlt t~ :w (. 
LG reaJs by th,.. an\'1l • · but the rendc.rui~ udo11tcll 1s ;uppurtl..J by ll1c C•Hllr:Xt : itt·c- futthc:'1 fltf .ti bttl\lol 

A nd to the pa tte rn of Lhe vessel directet h h,~ eyeh. TluJ di ,u..- ,1pi),ln:111l1· 11:fcr, '" the hll::11 cru 
out of the metal according 10 11 model. 

4.5.l 



SIRAC H 38. 28-33 

G ($) He is careful to complete his work, 
And his anxiety is bto measure it off exactlyb. 

$ (G) 21) Likewi•e the potter who silleth ··at his wheel•, 
•1 ,\nd driveth the ve_,scl II ith the soles of his feet~ 

0
\\

1ho 1s all the time 111 anxiety O\'er his work•, 
1 And all his handiwork is Mby numbere1 ; 

30 b llis .1rms arc cracked by the clayb, 
1And before old agcl he is bent and bowcd1 ; 

He is can.Jul Lo complete lthe glazingl, 
And his ,1nxiet>· b •ror the heating of• the furnace. 

(bl XXX\'[ l l. 11-.'H· Tltouglt 1111/ill,·rl for !lie li1gltut ojficu Iii,· crafts111a11 fills a11 essential 
pine,· ( = 2 + 2 + 2 dist ichs). 

31 All these are deft1 11ith their hands, 
Aml each is wi~c win his handiworkm. 

32 \\ 1thout thl·m a cit) cannot IX' inhabited, 
\ml II hcrevcr they dwell they hunger not•. 

33 •Hut they shall not be inquired of for public counsel 0 . 

r\nd in the asscmbl} l'thcy enjoy no precedence~. 

lw chrl·cttd (Cr>' d1rc.'cll'th') lt-1, (i 1<ocrµ.71am on O'l'vr,>i,u1r (tp. :xhii. 10) Kouµ.011 := jj)J'l x1ii. 21; </'.xvi .... , 
<'- ,·, ~ (:•bl~J l..'l.t} (it 'I' ,tu 11-:-oi1 ii ,I '".r' ;$. 6 l((U trt.OTµtr/u~H '" r.ouu, ovrov TJ>n~V>' ( NC-& TT'):\.o~) e-e ,Sr, 6 
(S;, ·h Im,) 1 ·• S, 6 S (1,1 d,sord,r ,111J r ,1111/•I} • .\ml his C)C' arc upon 1hc ,·c,seb of all his \\Ork ~ l!:i 
., np,t'pn" ( II .\L). "' updlp<,> (.;,; 1 53), ,. up,8µo,, (30;) L I, S J 11, arm, hre.tk up (,pht) th<' ch, (tr,111spos111g 

11!,. •. ,111 / nl,jal)· e:; ",j~";\'""' mm,."'""'"",,~),,., I ;;, \n<l until 111· die he i, l,ownl do"n ,ind bcnl' 
Qi .-01 'fTflll '\TO()-Wl-1 ""'"'"' Hl'~l'J' m:TUV , .. ,111,11d rtJllj, //11r~ i1Jtb ,,~, /m Mlt, 'J~, Ill.:)] J) '5- {N \ \f &c. l!.) 
,YP'"I"' = :in~·'!) (S l11s \wrk •: . ,11/ll.!11(( l<'llh ,t;,~.,) k~k '1j .ae .. , .. .,m . .$ 1 lo Luilcl ' ( ,,,,,.,., J,11111,u/: ' lo 

he \l = ii::J> ,wPn111uo, 4<'IOIIJ; lr,111.d. ef , 1,•:i 111 l .XX ,J,. llos. vii. 4, Jcr. XXX\'i. :! ~) I I 6 o•f1runtu,rn., («~ 
\"pu, """'") l.\ · pill !heir lru,t in I heir hands' (11106,1b/i· 1111s/rans/a/11(:; j>:::, ur j~1N •o Smwd) ;:, 'for the 
,.,ke of 1hcir ad1an1age (?) ,... m 6,. '':' 'Pl''l' a11Tae • S in 1he \\Ork of tlwir c1af1' " n .'1. $: e:; ,a, ou 
(." rrad oi) r--111x',~'1"''"'"' 01.,··t ~ · JJHrltTPJfTot:a,a, (I !cul /'i.0) a·1rdfi corruf'/t"d /rom ou P.'1 r.uVt1ac.,a1v L'd,rsh. suggtsls 
1·u11jwJ II bd:, 'ti/ \ J ij:' <llld iJy, ~) 0-u (i- ( :,.:en} n~A "' ~Ol''Xq" ~a11v (?t'l6'1aff'cu · ;o .? 18 t>' /:lot·'A.r, >.no" 01,, 

(,1n,,•,,anm = S r-v (i ,,t1 \ tfffpa>.utJ'TOt = ? lt:!\i' ~ ; (so .S) q--q I'hi ,:r lht ord,r 1/ llu dau. r 111 N \ V = 
£. Tl /.11 th 111 111 Iii, ,m·,,t,d ordtr r- r,;; co,cnanls and judg~mcnls' (,1~;:gtSfs }ll t.,;:i;:i•:1 vn, ,p. xii. 17 : 
s, r ,1,/ " rlr :,m,11d) e:; lrnll?•?• •, ,µaror •-• [i ,,c<jiavwu,u = lll':l' (,p. x,i. a:;)· $ • con,idcr · (r ft,1dmg 1J ' ::l' 

f, 'JI'~') So .$ (Nno:ini N:!l?l') = ',:i:· iOl':l · l!:i (i.: A \' &c lL) :ra,Bt,a• {il 2;,3 308 a ... , ... u•~··) 

to measure it o ff exactly. R.V (= tu) • to adorn them (the vessels made) perfectly': the Greek <Ouµijua, 
mi,.;:ht b,· understood 01 the pohshin~ of the metal, but probabl) =- ,l Hebrew word meanin,g: 'to measure off' (see 
cri1ical notcJ. The referenc, will then l,e to getllng the dimensions of the finished vessel exact. 

z, .Likewise tbe potter. For the work of 1he potter as here described cp. the an.' Pottery' in £Band/£; 
:il,o K(auss, ip. (I/., 11. 271 f. 

who !litt e th nt his w heel. Cp. Jer. :rvi11. 3-4, 
all bis handiwork is by number , The meaning seems to be 1hat the potter goes on mechanically 

111ultipl)ing hi, prnducts, which • .uc all of one uniform qualit) (1hc reading of some Gr. :IISS. 'w11hout number', i.e. 
endlc,·,, is a correction/ . 

.l"· His arms are cracked by t he clay. i. c. his hands are cracked and disfigured by his work. For the 
text ,ct. cnucal n,nc (the correction is neccssit;1ted by the l.'.Ontcxt, which describes what the potter suff'~rs !~om his 
\\Wk. or, 'he fash1011cth 1he clay with his arm' dnes not yield a sui1able sense; the clay is prepared by slampmg [cp. 
Isa. xii, 25], and manipulated on the wheel with 1hc hands). 

the glazing Probably ;mc.1-ting wuh paint, which was then polished; see EB, s.v. 'Potlery ', § 10. 
for tbe heat ing of the fur nace. R.\. 1- i!ci) • w make dean the furn,1cc': but the: furn.1ce of the pou er 

m1c:rc,I no dc.in,in~. '" 1hc ,0111 was d .. siroyetl b)• 1he great heal. What was necessary was to raise lhe furnace 10 
the greatest possible hcM, and maintain it there; cp. xx vii. 5. 

,/, '\X'\ \ 111. l• .34. This subsecllon tollo\\s closely on the preceding in logical order, hy bringing out the ,•alue 
of the cr.,t1c111.,n lur the commumty; but, at the ,.,me time, his inability to lill 1he higher pubhc offices is empbasiied. 

32 W ithout them a city cannot be Inhabited. Cp. xvi. 4. 
they hunger nol. i.e. ha\'e no difficulty in finding work and bread (6 yields no coherent sense). . 

33 But th~y shall not be inquired of . . . r he clau•es that follow refer to 1hc pubhc work of 1he scribes, who 
must have included priests to some extent (cp. xiv. 17). 



SI R,\CH a~. ,3-:111. 5 

i1J (G) QOn the seat of the judie they do not sit, 
And law and ju9ticc' they under,1.1ud not". 

•The> do not expound• 'the irhtruction of w,~dom', 
Xor understand the prn.crb, of the \\i,c" · 

34 " D ul the} understand t~e work I they have wr dught •, 
And 'their thought' rs on the pr.1cticc of their crilfl 

(cl X\.X IX 1 11. Tit, Uta/ soibc dt'scribed ( = : + : +: t ~ + -1 ·t 1 .. ; di,tich~,. 

39 ' N' ol ~o he that applieth hi111s,·lf ~ to the fc 1r r,f 1 ,u;.I •, 
•,\nd to set his mind' upon thr I.aw of the \!o,t lli~h, 

\Vho scarche:th out the wisdom ol ,111 the .1nd,·nts 
And rj~ occupied> with the prophet, of old• ' 

2 \\'ho •hceddh' I.the d1,co111,esb <>f mcn of rtnc,,,n, 
• And enterdh0 Jin.to the d<:tp thing, nl par.11,lc, J 

.1 Search\t.h out •th{· lmldc~ 111c.t11in!!" of prtl\ crb_s, 
And 1, conversant 1 8n 1th the d trk 5ay111g, , ,I para bk,•, 

4 1
' \Vho sc, vcth an10n!! {!Teat m, n, 

.\nd appearcth bcfun.. prmcc,", 
\\'ho t1avclk1h 'thruu~h the lumh or the peoples', 

l1cstt.:thl good and t·vt! amon" men 
:; \VJ10 is careful kto scckk 1unto l~s .\1 tkcr', 

.\net '" bcforcm the .\lo,t I {1~h "cntrutc:th mtrc~ •, 

.$ hrr = 1rtu-',uu, t1.\,ur«1rXMf ( p xxxix. 8) t• tl S $, • {i , , ,r,,~ j Aaa , t t 

(= ·::) tJw_\· rc.: c::k11lc ... l Ill ,ti, "' rks of tit: \\Ori I' li ,_:) •T1l'fµ1 ,it:.J•"' 
UT'}p«~t:,u NC'~ .. ~) '1Tlf ,,rrm,,, = ,;·y, ,,,,,, /,.r ,:•:' ( s ,,,,~,. - -:;•i--: { 

l1/'/aill/•1hc1 I o~iv u!.rl,1111,/,1 Ill 1,,s\m11 Ir :!.;'!:( 
G 'I ~"J'"' ,wrw, (W ~ Oi'11l1 J'1 ,.)m II t) w " .'\ ;:- (, .,, l.t,J) t0 > 1 1 .\ $ 
>~~,. (, ,,,,yo>.,,~,rH••' / ,..,v,,\1tt \I r -:. ""':'li' ~ turn, (to th, ', &c) 
:di\'. ~z) •/ ;i, \ o ht" prophd'.'I (}f Pld ) l'"'t u rr,,oei,,1r,cmr • (i ,n~~'1p'Ja" , ..,.~:· ,. r 
,p.Prov.1i1.1 :::- l•11ncth' • 1,t;(Blt!!JO~ ~•?Y'1'""1l11t1!1 ttl,mill."l1l1H"') <=r.a""'" 
,At:t.itfH"\lC : f KJ P~ Ix \H. 17 ;: ll mkctla • J Ci 01 ,rr,i,.,u ~upa.:Ju)u,., ;: • \\ :ll I dt I (- > ;:·""'~:,":) 
rqrrupl(d 1J1 ~ · ,T//-.~. 1 o•,:;,j.~ ,l~?;J ,,lr.1111 J)(;ncrs,: er >ketl" /.'do I,) ~ ~ (i u:rocpi:,0 ..: :--· ... ;-~~ ($ 
11usJ/a1·ts 1/J Iii \ IIIJ ) t ~ ui,m,r.,,._upqrr,rm. ,p. \ 1. ti l. JS lfi o· '"')',M 'Ifft .~ J.4iJ b l ;: (Utlh 
d,um lr,111.1po d) am! ir 11,~ mttbt of till' l'°''"r'u he godh, mid I of kn,~ at I of g•ca :its I e 
5ent'lh.: 6 = h 11,sl,ll l/, rl ' I (i fl' )!i ,A.\,JTJKOIU' ,e..... ;:, u~h th..: cnic r 1h "' Id I{'!'(":,;,~ 
f·t N•~r.'l:1) = ~' 0"~}1."1 j'1:<:! = · 1hrongh tl,e la•: I ,>f the I'~ 111 ,r. \••yot.lo}, ~ . ,rn.,.,11, ( 11/ :<' > 
-yu,J Sf'}.$) ]L (COlahtl (r .._r/t//}' t'TtlJHl<7f ll'T fl~• /(!Jtf). ~ (.i op8p1.1 I ..... :'.., llt. .,.:-) \ J.: 0 Jum 
dilmul11) .S · to p1.1r' .. .S > If. ir,iot .,,,, • .,.,.,, .. ~Javra d'1n (,,pw~ pr •. i:I III t) w m ~ 6 (,.,..,,) • 

34. their thought is on the prnchce of their craft. Their mt'ntat homor. ts boundc,1 b) the rc,,ircme-u of 
their craft. 

/,1 XXXIX. 1-11. Tiu,, th~ las• ofrht 1l re 11\,,rct " .rn r• 
wo'rk and )JO!,Jtion ot tlu.· uh: LI ,en ic 

1. Not so he that apph~th hunsdf 
scribe. in bra vii. 10. 

om he \ppcm!·x1, i; ,c .1 gl°''' • p1ct~re of rhe 

th , ... 

Who searchclh out the \Yi,dom of all the ancients ... the prophds of old. • 111. ti., 11 
of the scribe\. kuciwlcdJ,,:t' •·· thu, d~11m·1I ., .. llu I i\\, the\\ 1~11111 h,,uk .... . ,nd t!t l'rup cl,. I h 
scrih<:"s \\'l~dom .. , ... dc..,,·nh, t 11, .. z .u1 l ;. b 111 .. r.tl •r.1,l1t1•m; IHI II•· dt->• 11,·1\r- ten1u cmpl )cJ don, 1 
th.ll Jl \\as k, .11:..llt or h.il.1k11 :n d1;1r.1<"t• r lu,t r.1!h1·1 of ti~ t~ Jk" emlt11, u:,J tu the \\ ' H hter:1twt lfWO\'CI 
~cntentiou, ,ayini;,,, mnim, lor 1he C?nduu nf li(e, rH·rh,1ps 1H .llltgoriesl. . . 

z, 3. ent ereth into the deep tlung, or I aral,t..:-. ... luddc.:n mcamng of pro\'l·rbs ..• dark unni,:e of 
p a r ables. Cl•· the t!~:,., ription of \\ '"'t ,1rn 1n \\ 1 ,l. \ 111 ~ t' "'he un~, r..,,1.111Jt"th 11 1•l '1t•l ot fifk t 1. hr,, arn I rntrtptrt11 :,a 

of d.irk s.,yini.:-s',. 1·1ff •,,tcp thmh.; 11! p.1r,l,ll'11 (i Ju .. ·~ul 11h" (,,r,~•, rt u:,bl"'" q1. Pr.,, I \••I .. ,\\ •l 
v1i1. 0): "hat is mc,111t 1s die pr1, e 11 mn-:,:.1,.:.,t ,,n d~M.:rihnl 111 ;. h~ "'" h clic' h1 lJtn murun;:' •• ,h :,-,I 
.ilk 1hat t• 1mplici1 in the sny1n1 . 

4. W ho serveth among grL"1lt men ... C'p '.\1.xi f{'i s.x,i\,i s, ,: .,11d no:,a thtrc. The "'""'um of the ~~ribc i 
culture - tlu:r .in.· ILICJ1111...,I- ~,nd tht•rcfor~ the s,tahe h.t ... t, \,;l"ft 1i;, tt·~11I L uru ,111d 1._n!t," ~w the:. kn t • '- n.,., 
The hh:h e ... tinuti'ln of ti.t,t"I ;.and fon:1bn c~pt;r1c11u• 111-.u111.. 11.t.r,) tnh:n :.·in,:. l'hfl ailJ ..t.lli n t f die h ... 1.: l ~nlN: 11 lnn.1 t 
,mrl hwnani•ti,. 



SIRACH 39. 5-12 

.S (G) Who openeth his mouth in prayer, 

.$(6) 

And 0 maketh supplication° for his sins. 
6 PlfP qil seem good to God Most Ilighq, 

•He shall be filled' with the spirit of understanding. 
• He himself pourcth forth wise sayings in double measure•, 

And giveth thanks 'unto the Lord in prayer'. 
7 He him,clf"directcth" 'counsel and knowledge", 

"And sctteth his mind~ on x their• secrets. 
8 He himself cleclareth 'wise instruction ', 

And glorieth in the law •of the Lord•. 
9 Iii, understanding many do prai,e, 

•,\nd• never ~hall bhis nameb be blotted out: 
Iii~ memory •shall not cease<, 

And hi, name shall live from generation to generation. 
10 d•l!i, wisdom• doth 'the congregation' tell forth, 

,\ml Bhis praisci the assembly publi,heth. 
1, •If Ill' li,·c longh, 1he shall be accounted happy' more than a thousand; 

A ncl when he cometh to an end, lhis name sufficeth J. 

(d) J\PPISIJIX. XXXIX. 12-35. Jfy11u1 m prnise of cnntio11 (= 3+3 and ~+2+3+3+11+2 
+ r + 2 + z + ~ and 3 + 1 dislichs). 

12 •Yet again will I fi:, my thoughts and 'make my doctrine lo shine forthlk 
1,\s the full moon on the l\\Clfth clay1 . 

.S • from before' n-n So .S ei il<?°'1""°' o-u So ea (a,?O.,V<ra1) .S 'seeketh good' (p,·rhaps •good' bdor,gs to 
JU.t·/ ,s,) I PG rn• (+;-•1• , 06 1;;;; 15; 296 307 308 tl.) q-,, eii(rav)Kop,or oµ,yor8,A?v.?{Kvp1oro µ,y,«= 
jl'7ll ,N </! xhi. ;;) . .S> (but' good ' ,1/ aid if f11, l'/0111 , ,ru mn; be a rm111a11/ o/ th,s claim: Ihm th, /in, mqy 
In nm i11 ~ 11'~11 ,~ •:•l):i :m, e~ . so S111md} r-r S,, e; .S ' he shall be made wi,e ' 1-1 .$ ' he g"·eth 
out 1-arable, doubly' = ill C'l~ ·~ o•,1:1,:, l/'.:I' N1n ; 6 a•oµ/~p?a« l'?/'OTO ao<f>rnr OVTOf ~-t So e:i .S 'unto 
11,m 111 his thoughts' (re,1d11u; I) /or ">) u-n G Karn·llv,.,, (= p•): .S 'understandcth' (= j'J') •-• So 
6 (-1<••~~·· nvrov [N :z54 lL>ovrov ri,jhlij,J KOi '"'ITT1/I'?•): .S parables of the wi,e w-w «ai ••• a.ovo?/hiVff'O< = 
;;1:in;i (,i. .n xiii. 1l!) •-• l'i a11Tov (mis/a~·, /or "'""'' or '""?') )-1 ;ii, • inwuction of wisdom' 
(= ~:c, iOi~): G r.maunr· 1',3na-.<o.A,ns- (Jt,TtJl' ~-z 6 8w011"-'1{ KU,>WV (proba/,(1' irn8111<n and J'OJA'r on'g111al c.·ar,anls) . 
.S • of life' a-11 x \ C &c. SJro-Hex 11. hon Kat(,.,,) : s<> .S • B > ••• b-b So .S (n'g'hl(r): 6> c-c 6 
"'" """'"?v<rru (= ,,,.,, K): cp. Job vii. 16 LXX) d Tiu. i•,rstfallmN xii". q m ill e-o So l1li: ill ono:in 
1-f il! n,11 6 ,8•? ~- So 6 , JI on);in h-h 6 rnv 'l'I'"''.? ( = ? ,r:~" ox = • if he abide' [ s, . ,i, lift]) 
i-1 6 • he shall leave a name' (but d,,a 110/ J,armo11i::, u·,JI, th, ,011/t:,;/ ') = ? ,xw,, a mis/a/., /or ,::iN• [ so 
.~Ill, 111/l = :/5 (,m,,ui/rom 1/(X/ /111, Ill 6) j-j (lj IJl:TOHI OLTC/' (:' 011gi11. fJITrOIII rn OVOJIOfl 01/TOU; r-p. ;,:Iii. f 7 : 
1•:~· ;,,;i.:-•) k-k 6 m (N S;ih +a.) o,u.-o?Bm •~O•?;-?a•µu, . .S • ,Utt:nd (undcr:,tand) ,mil l will Sa) my doctrine': 
/,ul 1hr nr.,:/ -/,1111, s1~r:gnls Iha/ a 1'(Tb 111roning- lo 'give light' orig1i1al(y stood al md o/ ji.-11 lim-J<rhaps, as 
Sm,11d s,~,.:..· f/s, ii\~~ ;, huh f:. rtad i t:,~ (.rn \Xi\'. 31 [i tflw1',w = ; 1:~ 111 ~}: ? Jl iOlO j\N~i plJn~ ,,y 
l-1 S • .S (· as the moon on the day of the Twelfths')· 6 Km (248. 70 ore: 11. cnim) wr ~•xol'?•rn ,r.Aw,w/hi• (lll 

5. Who ,s careful to seek unto his Maker . • . Th, note of true piet)· is strongly emphasized, .,s alwa)'S, The 
cultl\'a!Cd hurn~nists of Israel always kept a firm hold on the practical side of rehgion. 

1,. If it seem good to God Most High. E,cn "hen the cond111ons pre .. iousl) mentioned h:ue been fol tilled, special 
gracr is still required to inspire the scribe with the spint or true wisdom. 

lk huuself poureth forth wise sayings in double measure. i.e. he is not m,rely dependent upon the 
tradn1m1 \\ hich he has mht.•ntecl\ but put'.'- forth what i~ his. own: contrast the ideal of the btcr lt"achers of the Law­
s·.~. '~.hu,·r b. JI) ryanos is a p'a,tcrcd ustcm which loscth not a drop' (i.e. is a mere receptacle of tr:ulnion: P/r9t 
Al•<>tlt, "d. I a)'lor, ,i. 10). The altitude or the earlier :Sophcnm to tradition was essentially freer and more independent. 
lor ;n nouble measure' (a double portion) cp. xu. 5, x,·iii. 32 in J!!. 

~. wise instruction. Cp. I. 27, xxxrn,. 33 r. 
gloneth in. Cp., for cxpre5sion, xxx, ii,. 6, I. 20. 

9 his name sha.11 live ... Cf. xxxvii. z6, xliv. 14. 
10. H is wisdom dolh the congregation tell forth ... = :di\'. 15 (106- xxxi. (xxx,v.] 11 b/. (i misrenders 'congrc, 

gation' (:ii);') here by' oat ions'; so by 'peoples' xliv. 15, cp. 'people', xh·i. 7. 
1 t. Ir he hve tong ... 1.c. 1f loni: life 1> i:rantcd to h,m h1S reputation ,s assured; he reaps fame and honour; 

:ind wht·n h,,: dies I l1is name sufriccth ', i. c. in memory-his memory h,·~s on and is cherished. For the text of verse 
see critic.11 notes. The \'trsions misunderstood ir. 



I (t.) 

Ill ' 

!->IRACII :19. r.:i-17 

13 H ~ar~en unto me, "'>·e P!ous•, and •your flcsli shall growh, 
Like the cedar0 that 111 phmted •·by streams of water• 

, ~ '1\'our scent shall be sweet as Lebanon•, 
' And ye shall put forth blossoms as the Iii}•'. 

'Lift up your voice and 's,ni: together•, 
•.\nd" •blcs~· the Lord for all llis works. 

15 • 0 magnify I l is name, 
,\nd ;1cknowlcdge ll ,m with praise•, 

• \Vith song~ of the haq1• 'and of ,trin::l·<l in,trumcnts'; 
A nd 'thus shall ye say• •with , l 5houl": 

1/i The works of God "arc a ll good b, 

A nd supply every need in its season'. 
q ( 11 ,) ' ;,.. one may say: T his 1s wor,e th.in that; 

(~ , .I) F o r cvcr}·lhin~ availeth in its season 
d(IBy H is word) l le or<krt:th '.he l11min.1ric·s in th<' hNn•nly hdghll'', 

\nd by the uttcrnncc of llrs mouth 111 I Ii, trc.1s,1ry. 

:,:;.,v crJ:;'J s)',:, rr, \~. ,J,. I.'') 11 111 l"i '"" ... , ... 1 \ '" !•~ :,..,r J-11,·l.;.>•i"' \ :'t~ A,·, .. ,,. /11i) ~ s ... ~--
1' 

11 
,,;,, ;; : (i ,cur ;~Xuan,aun " 0 :::0 'hkt• ilw hl11• ... ( /1 "'•. ; -1) • t1hl i1~t l, d.1r.. fi •-I," : 1L , r "11 

Jfl/,/i/11/u/f,,r lt.l.ll
0) 1' l(i,,.,,,~1}Jrlf1,,1,,1,u t ~ \t'\ l,~ ,11/l!,,y, .. ,,).=t',n, .. IA, ,a,,upu,..,.,,.,,r..,. 

l!. super rims ::ltjll:\rum Ji$ '011 tlir waltr · (,/' O".: •~y I ~) •1~1 S 'an,I l:ke 1,lcas..r,t 0<hur ( ;-;1.:i~) 
s'1.l11 Y0111" ~4.4.lll 1, .. ~\\•d lt,;.t• hl· Sll'lil ,,JI ,llll'II Iii t, lc·~I.11'.'o· \1 . • ,II~) ) - ·~· ~:: .. : ~ 
0~11', : (i cm "'' A<;l<i,'Of fl·.,~«HTGTf wrµ •;•• r r S e'.j !i) >lid Iii.I' the root ( f t)I!' k ng\ lih "'' ' - .\ :,i 
(i- amaou OtTJU]l' (11•r1,f~f.,"' ra1,f.) L IUH<Tfl"T( ,,11,u,-.! r11J r/.,lll = $: Q ti,·,,,. Alf\ t.!. htrt .-a, (s .E) &> 
\-, St• (i (u.1Aoyf]UllTf = 1:1,J). ;: - ~, ~;"!~ r .lPd give .tiank., ) •· w l'i an,., T':I 111W>1"1"' QlTOL• ,-.,)"lA•··-"'"71 .. (,p 
,,) l Ji1 TJt.:UI. XXXiJ, ~) IWt •i"uuA~,,,,,r,mtl, <I' •IPf<" tt ""' V' Ill •• , \ 111J 1!. /1,1 •HT":9'/ IO 1n tWt I,... l 111 
flac 'S nn·<:> ,7/f, r ,f,,µ.n"4: t(trd 01 To/ n au,..,., (.r, .\maul)) - S- ' r(·c <,unl I l 1s nught\' de~d!oo ,, u11 J rai .. ..:,' > 'l JJ 
~::!J n1i'CI.J (i "' ~&-u\, tt&Au.,1 (t'~T ru;,1 I,, ,, ll .. ) ) , J.U ·~,-: • \ : ~ (r C ':~ / r 0·1~ ( rn r,. X1 \', C) = 
'strin,z~ ') s,, S111, ud, .'Jh r/1 1· . I ;11 rrud .,-:;· ·=·,., ~:, • a\1 1• 1• 1~ Jr mu .. ,c : ~~ lt'nl .... «,nopnu I ' s fi .s 

ill , ~ x n " • Jl.1 11).'1,n .l ll'i "' +•µo,\,,y, "" 1, J, .~ JI Iii .,.,,, o "" , <&Ao ~;JO (.:5 +' togc·hcr ) c , So 
ilJ. mg. (Jl! /q/ • ,\n,I I l e ,uppliclh n, r,1 ne«l m ii,, se,1s<1n ) .=, \11d the) .ill for lhc1r 1~-c ions were rrcatefl 
e:, ,uu 110• rrpou-rrryµa fl' • m;>cp 11L'T<11· ,11,.n, ~ ~ l/1 I, 11, pt11., I, J.t 111µ 1 I I' f/o:,. ZI .ind b 
,m ar ·01111! oi .u1111'/1.1rit..J• w,t/, /J~tl. , :1. h 16 /11, i /1, m ,1 1,, I of ,,fr 11 11 rt/t 1/1t/ 1,1 :- 33 H· 
s has also ,1 lll/.ffl/i"l r IIJ(IJ/ [ {), .:. 1 I j J!J ' ,,. le d,[t ,. e \"'' u 'j''il,"" IS l,:.•16/ G fP A ,.., Cl 'l";J" 

car ,, ~ 8,µw,,m t.•iJw,, = > o·u- , ;J , ,~l," ,,J, J t p. p, ,x~,,. 7) ~. a I its' ti Ul1 r cs u1d al u,~ \\Ord I. 
sets·; uu1Jnf111g '" Sm tt.f $ 1,I -,, 11,~· r,:i,:J ,md f>•"·'f/,n ..I , rl it. ,.,,1 -; f,, ~ •11.f thmlm,: rf 
l ~xoc.l. X\, 8, ]\,. xxxai. ; , 11rl,1, I , Su. 111' , 'r 1 ::L, i L •: :,: I "":; -r,;;· ·--::,= {,,, xi 11 cr.:J , 
misrt11tlcrtd 111 (i- f)' i·l 1Tw•·) 1'',-ss, C',":11 LY :•-:i,• ' "'"J ( -• I le station~ L thc·11 .u tic r J ~· 1uon, • ,f z ( .,ron. 
xx.-.;. l lJ: '\ch. xiii. t 1) / ·,,,:-.: 1·.,~·n -,,, (· and \\lur \qJt thot.. c or11 r1.• u1110 I h:: ! '\ ~ ~ ~ .. :: !\~-:~ 

(d) Al'PE!<MX: XX:\!:\. le 35. 
\\'ith xx,,,~. l I a Ji,ti11< t J,.·don r,f the 'look end • The h) rin th.11 f,,Jlo"s 1n ~"" ll 35 m:iy, pc•h;ips, be 

rcgar<lcd as .m app1.:n<IJ~ tu lfic pr1 lc:J1n. ,c, • 011 \, 1, h ext, J .. rue \\1Ml1 t ttf t,, •,., t ". J 1, \ .l• t: l 
to sen•e a> a specimen of such· wisdom'- an ,xamplc of the ~opheric teach,~i: Its 1h~ e I lh<" cn-auon .,nd the 
dtvinc go,·cmmcnt of the world, \\h1ch are re\ 1 p,, r)•wh~rc l.$ nt1 4 ,\,,r. ' t: 15 fonn n 1r.:•roducl i1 16 JI 
the song proper, and 3z-35 an q>ilu~uc. 

1::. Yet a g a 111 . my doctrine ~hmc forth I \I I I r h I, I. • .. I'"- II 

express.' For the tiji'ure cp. xxiv. 1f 
the full moo n o n t he twelfth day 

or the new 1110011 , Snitnd J. 
T~r rcckrmmg m.,y depend upon ~nm ·•urate obsen·,uion of 1hr ti= 

13. your Oesh <;ha ll g row • • i. c re ,I ~II 1lounsh .,nd pros~r ,., pro1ms~I. For the figures in this •e= cp. 
X~i \", 17 L ; lJ O!'t. XI\.' 6 I.; I'.., i. 1, ·11. •• q. 

like t he cedar .•. by s t reams o f waler. !· or cedars by wattr cµ !\ umb. xx,,·. 6; I zek. ""· l r. 
15. and o f stringed ins tr uments o·;·;, •;··: •) : ~,. l 1>, 1·,. x~\. . • I. -' 
16. T he works o f God a r e a ll good. (i h.1, · ~•· c1-<l111,:I\ ,,...,,.u,., ""'"1 ". LI'· • •t:l\. !· JI. H 

And supply e very need In its sen son. ~., l! 1ni. ~ , te,1: · lie 11. ,d I ,11prJ1cth. ~ • .. n,, ~"'er} 

(1 '1\¥ ;,;:i, for 1,1I ;,:,, shnll be'. . . 
17 ,,, /, (- }I/ z, , .t,. None may say: This i ll <\"orse than lhat: ror c vef\·th,ng ava,leth lo Its -aon. 

The:sc two line~ ha\' been llll!!of>l,u.:c:d in ll~ l:.t hq;rnnnta;. q1. ,. %.I J: (i b., .. th(m 1n th(! _,1 hl plA c lU\ " tuoduieil 
form) : correct ~ 17,1t11 '""'"": (i\· re r<11...-,1: to ,-.,iro ,. ... ,. ... ,.. .... ,pt1t-,,jll,,,ai 111 43-'"I· lbe folU" lmc.lif. ll>q:tn · ... 
· The works of God arc all good JI thus form ,\ rcfr.un, b'-·m~ n1>c.1tt.'tl 111 • ; i H 1t C'nd of 1hr pm:1u. llu.·y t\.J'rl">1 

the burden of th<' whole coml""'ition • .• 
( By His word) . .. t retiury. I 1•r thL 1c,t 1,( tln-:i chni uh ,t.·r~c .cc" riLH"Al nc.•h->. TI.c meanin .. M-r :he re.,, 1rrin;: 
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SIRACI I 39. 18-24 

J!" 18 'Jn His place(?) His good pleasure attaineth its end', 
And there is no ~restraint" to Hi:; deliverance. 

19 hThe worksh of all flc~h arc before Him, 
And there is 11othing hid from before Ilis eyes. 

20 1From cvcrla,ting to evnlru.ting He beholcleth 1, 

JAud there i, nothing small or petty ,iith I lim ; 
Is there limit (?) to His deliverance ?J 

There is nothing too wonderful or hard for Him. 

k 21 (a) None may say. 1 \\ herefore is this1 ? 
i1 (6) For everything "'is ~elected for its usem. 

22 • His bks.,ing0 ovcrfloweth as the Xile, 
And 0 saturateth0 the world rJike the Rivcrr. 

23 "Evrn so Hi~ ,1 rath disposscsseth nations\ 
And Ile turncth a watered land into salt. 

24 •His paths' •ar.: plain for the blameless'; 
Even so 'they offu obstacles' "to the presumptuous•. 

l"\;1:-; ( An<l the utterance of llis mouth is His trcasuri, '), 15: ""' ,v p~i,aT, aM,...,o, auruu am,aox11u ''~'"'" (so S111rntl 
(~// 1, (1 KalQ:ll > H So ill {I). 6 rv rrµorrrnyµun 011Tou 11uuu ~ rullorn1 s-g 6 or r~arrwun (rp. 5): /J11( Cltm 
A , ,·. ,>.arrwa« (=? , ion~ far ;1;-i,•)) h-b So !Iii,$: J!I ;,z,y,;, i-i s,, 'jQ t111d 6: S> J-J 111 ~ Ihm 
rlciu , ar 111,·,·1lt1: prob,,bly (/,, 1 s/Jnu/d s/,111d as abnn so I/Jal da11u.r b and <l (as m z,;•. t 8 anti 19) ma;· b~gm 
.i·il/, r :-; (i'N1): eli>d,111s,s l, a11d c (? p.usi11i: 1aidmlaf~1 /rom first rK1 I• uco11d): da,m b(c) (' there i, 
nothing ,m.111 ', &c.) is afl,sl.d ~· S "·' ml/ e1r J!! (nt:t1111sl eJi) k S plum I/Jr Im, de111,·ts corusJ,011d111f! lo /his 
1.'hJr ,iftrr 1·. l i. )-1 JI:! i1J m,:,) ii? : e:i rt TOtJT(I: f(f Tl TOt TO; = .$ m-w lll ,n.:i) ~,~, : G u r XP"tlf m1T(11U' 

,mo-ra, ( = N,J, jiu , nJl : s• S) 11-n So 15: ;!, : J!! m:n:i (, ad 1n:i,:i) o-o J1! nm, : e:; ,nuaXi,,j,o 

(misl,11.e /01 ,:r,,cJ.,•a,v = l!. 111uncla, it) r--v J!! '1.llJ : e:; .,, ,arui/..,qµos ( = ,a~~: so Pda< nads) q-q So j!/ 
and 1i..: 6 "' '"" <>P"f'I• (N'-' Sah Eth rightly •ml anou ,e.,., K>-?p•••p?u" (S/or ciw h.,s • Ju.lgeth ') r-r S,, 
Cl:i • J!! L l"\~" o•on) mn,N = · the 1,ath, of the blamebs arc straight' = S (+•before his face ') •-• R ,ad 

,,::·•· C'>)n). Jl./ 111g. = 6 (l"\::"' c•;:·1 •, J 1•mn1N: ' I !is path, arc straightfornartl 10 the straight '-11M, uwrd,plqy) 
H Jll ,,,mo•: eJi ,rpou,oµi,aro 11-u So !Iii :$: J!! 0''11) ("ocl 0•11:>) ,-, So )II (p~n): e:; ,omcrro, (• arc 

here gi,en is that God, the great and all-wise Creator, disposes the heavenly bodies in their due order, and controls 
their mo,ements. 'In His treasury' - in Cod's (celestial) treasury; cp. Deut. ,cxviii. 1z (' J. shall open to thee His 
gooo treasury, the heaven') ; cp. Jer. I. 25. The lit. translation of 17 f,, as the Hebr. Lext stands, is' and Lhe utterance 
of His (God's) mouth is His treasure': another suggestion is to rcad li;"IJ for 1i,1:,; ; then render' and (by) the utteunce 
of His mouth the)' were formed'. Peters reads: 

,: 11,11' o•o i,:i,:i 
: m ·mN 1•0 :,;;-1,::,J1 

'By His word the waters formed a heap (wall I, 
And by the utterance of His mouth treasuries.' 

Tnere is then an allusion to P,. ,xxiii. 7 and Exod. ,v. 8; cp. l!i (R. V.\. 
18. In His place(?, His good pleasure atlaineth its end. • ln His place•= where He (Cod) is; cp. for the 

phr>sc z Sam. iii. 12. [i bas' in(,., al) llis command', Peters, followin;: this, reads: n•)J1' m,, il'1j~~ = 'when He 
comm.indeth, His will ;1ttaincth it, end' (an excellent sense, which may be right). For the last phrase cp. xi. 17 6, 
xlaii. 26 ,. 

19. The works of all Oesb are before Him... Cf. x, 11. If 
zo. From everlasting to everlasting He beholdeth. 1':othmg escapes Hun past, present, and future are open 

before Him. For the thought cp. xii,. t 8 f. 
I s there limit (ht. num~r, to His deliverance? Cp. for phrase Job xw. 3. \\'ellhausen and others would read 

\Tl'll~tl? (a formali<m from 11~:;i like n•JJTl): then render' ls there limit to His \'ision?' 
21-z7 (;od's works are a blessing to the pious, but a source of e,•il to the wicked. 
~ 1. For everything is selected (or created) for its use. Cf. Qo/1, iii. 7 (' He hath made everything beauti(ul in 

it~ <..(';'lSOn 1 1. 
2:. ns the Nile. The yearly o,·erflow of the Xile is meant, which fertilizes the country adjacent 

like the River. i <. the Euphrntcs; also much used for purposes of irngation. 
23 His wrath d ispos~esseth nations. The Canaanites are referred to; cp. x, i. 9. 

lurneth a watered land into salt. There is an allusion to Ps. c,·ai. 34; Sodom .rnd Gomorrah are referred to. 
z4 His paths are plain for the blameless. Cp. Ps. xviii. 25 (26) f. 

offer obstacles. The Hebr. worcl here (lS:O\nC') may be taken lo mean 'lift themselves up as a breast\\·ork ' 
(.1))0) or nhst;1clc; for the srntimenl of the whole ,·erse cp. llos. xiv. 9 b ('for the ways of J. are right, and the just 
sbllll \\31k in them • Lut tr.insgres~o~ shall fall therein'). 
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SIRACII :39 25-3.2 

:.; Good things for the ~ood I hath I le .illoltcd I frnm tlw bcginniii..;; 
Even so lo thee\ ii "good and evil w. 

26 "(The chief of all thL necessaries)• of life for man 
Are water and fire, a nd iron and sail, 

""!he fat of wheal 0 , milk and honlr, 
fhe blood of the graµe, oil and clothing. 

=7 A 11 these prove good lo th" good -
Even so for the evil thty arc turned 110 cvilT. 

28 ' There ar.c (winds) which arc fo1111ed (for punishment,•, 
• (And m thur furr)' 1,1cmovc nh•unH 1ins)''. 

• I n lhc season of destruction they pour out their force 
And appease the ~pirit of thdr cre.1tor'. ' 

29 Fire and hail, Jff:unincld anti pc,tilcncc 
1 hcsc also arc formed for Judg,·ment. 

JO ' Beasts of prey•, scurpions a11d npcr,, 
And the avenging sword to cxte1 n11n:1tc the ,, ichd -

r All these arc created f,.r their usc5, 
,And arc i.n the treasure-house (ready1 to b..: rcquisitionccl in due frncr: 

3 1 \\ hen I le giveth them the command they 1ejoicl·, 
And ~m their p1cscnbed tasksK di-ohcr n,,t Jlis bd•cst. 

32 Therefore from the beginning h I was as~urcd" 
And when I h,1d considered it I set it clown in wrilin" 

created )=.::i ( = i'~ll) s: ~=iL .$ " 'Cr «i<a ~ Ii t,· • (r apk? "'"'I' k> ""' ( =-;·•, ~: t.~~., : s• ,n ! 
u,,,n P~l,rs Sm,,,,/ 0 i1 '~.J t;·N:-} 'X 'I '' (i ,,..-111 CTffW~u>ut ·'"" ( = ) i"'Ur. .:fn rf. ~ • f.lt .1 ... 1 \\hell ') J ) J1 
il}li > = q:j ($ ?) : JU IIIJ...' ~,:, ( = f (0 lo:itJi,n~ • tj• '.X \.\ii, JO) a Z: ~ ,/tj( ft• t fi ,0-,11, 7rt"f'lJUtrll tJ f 1( n&,•rC11• 

fff,u1Ta., (rt:r/or, ~ ,,~.-ll O~~, n,ri,, ~" · '"" l.c",·r, /Jdo·s ,\111,11J o:,:,) • -o JU ,!r_/1 It:,· flu m, s,,,g u ·rd1 

(= 6 •m '"(Jul"!' onw•) = c,•1;:11::n • ,f xi,· 1t, xii 11. 10 (/',to ) • 1.,,1 l.i ,, Sm 11/ ::.is:.1 1 L =o JI c·-~ 
lj)'l'W' ! Iii l<fflp<•"'"" ,.arrr,y,11 a,.,..,,. (= >111,·· c· ·--ll J ' X 8, 11, . ~, .• ,. LX;\, 11rul lf,lr. 1ml 'mmJ 

c•,i. , rp. Job xiv. 18, x,iii, 4) <·" = ~ = ~ 111·:i:• cs-,·: r.,-.1 ,:;:::• c>•n :-~; r;:1 1 /' ,rs) ~ ~1 ~o .,; • 

!1' Jl'l (rt<1d :JJ.1'"1) p. ,,L 9, (u·lurt rr,1,I :JJ.r' fa, ,i;,) •· ~ ·::, 11''1 ( p xii. , J) _ 6 tl~p,r..- .,&,..,. (JI /,/, 
beasls of tooth ) 1-1 ll<111su e '"'" J <11t p,,s,, ,f ,,, JI! 

,s,:1 c:rw~ +N ,:i 
; l,;:>:l' n),'"I '"1,1S:l i'1'1'"11 

but G Ill 31 b (.-::m or, TI]r Y1JC' '" Xt'"'" (ri,,µa1T81JaOPT"OI) Q{J /• lh gt1tlll
0

/lll!·tJ of lht ~/wst.t. nn TIJf r,r-=:: ri:t: 
;;,r nimi:i · and or XI"'°' = O:l'"II,, l!i h,u s/;QI /011rl ,,.,,1 muf1,1,,d th, Jmrs .$ .,It I tlum t :r!/1 m •• l I ,,/so 
sh ;rftmitg 1111d JJuSp/111 i116 v-1 ~ cp:i: ~ (1i1 \df/J}') ,., Tocr ,w,p<•H ,nYwv L b ~ ~;';.l\'";":-t l , 1 

1 .\~u1. (or 
•n:t,m.i) : J•¥: 111 .\',.,-//, ·,, = ,ur·· s~ ·r:J~·n:, = I \\;t, .,~,u1<'.J ( r Jssurc I mr>e ! ) r.; ,:n?P'J.8'i• 

25. Good things for the good.. The verse ,s cited in 1he SrJ.r 1',u, fh in the follu11 ni: f,,rm: 
• ( ,ooJ i, kept for the i;ood · 

,\nd cv1l lor the c,·1l' 
(C,l:l> il,it:tt:i l)il 0,~ltJ> ;,-w;i!i ii~,~). SH' ( O.\k)"~:'\ct1lt,, p. ,x,I. {i 11\1 :5 ~.l ... t.' J!.! ';"- 1•1 Lftt.; \ I h '"{ ~ I 

'create' as in xi. 1 \cp. x..~,,· i11. 1 also/ : hut this is unnece,,.,ry 
26. (The chief ... necessaries, . .. \\ater , • l p. xxix. 21. The place of iron in this list is crrt.'linly rcmark.ihlc, 

as Edersheim remarks. 
The fat of wheat. \ puct, ·al c,p,ession for the cbmcr,t "hrat; cp. IJcut. XJ<x11. I~: Ps. lx:ui. 17, C'lh·11. 14. 
The blood of the grape. C,,. I. 15 (in tl:i), tbc c,1ir<>s,on ( wmc) IS dcmcd from C.rn Xlllt 11; II n,cun 1n 

Deut. xxx,i. 14 : L ~hcc. \'I, 34. 
~8. There are (winds ,, . fhc act1011 ol tft·,truc11,..: \\iOd~ ;i·~r, r:1, J&''"". 'l•ll s111rit.s ,., me.an• as thq ront~,, 

shows. For the phrase 'rcmme mountains ' Cj.1, Joh ix. 5 (of l,od I. In lbhb,nic Hc•,r. the r,hrase ('uproot' nr 
• rcn,o,c mount.on::. 'J EL to .i~..- ,mpli:-h ,\ h,,l 1:. 1cc111111:.:,I>· ,mpos:"11l>tc 1..p. l .kr ht:1m. [ ,/r .u I 7it1 J,,-a~ tV ,II. iJJ, 
ii. 109, 376, notes), Here probably eanhquak<s and s,m,lar c«usirophcs ·"e in the ,.ritcr's mind. , 

29. Fire and hail, famine ... judgement. Cp. I'>. t'\h111. :s. fh..:JuJi:,mh.'11l> m ,.c~, 4nc such .. 11 urc Jc.»cr1U<·d 
in Gen. xix, Exod. 1x, and ~ Sam. xxiv. , . • . 

30. Beasts of prey \ht. ol touth>,. Tlw forn:, of Jt1d,:ement lll'rc :ire r,Ulhl)', 1n I', :9 c,mmc fSmcnJ 
• beasls of prey' cp. x,i. 13 (' 1111d bcas~' R. \·.1. 

the avenging sword. Cp. Lev. nv1. :5. 
And are in the treasure-house \ ready I to be requisitioned in due time. In .,1.,,. q G "1'• 'treasury' is 

also the armoury of judgement, us here; cp. Job,,,, 111. :~ r.: 1 iintra~t l>l'Ul. X\\111. 1: l' 1hc ~l trC15Ur}· nf hc&H:n: 
sec 11. 17 abo,·c/. 

31. In thclr prescribed tasks (Cl:'/'\J). Cp. Exod. \ 14 • Pro1·. :t.ui. 15. 
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SIRACH 39. 33-'.I.O. 4 
JI :n 1The works; of God arc all good, 

JThcy supply! every need in its season. 
34 Kone may say: This is worse than that; 

For everything kav;tilcthk io its :;eason. 
35 And now ring out 1whole-heartedly1 

40 

And praise the name of the Holy One! 

(,1) XL. , - 1;. Tl1t· ~,·oes ,if huma11ily a11d tl1t drstr11ctio11 ef r•i/ 
( = 1 + 3 + 4 + z + z + I + z + z + 1 di-tichs). 

1 ::\lucl1 occupation •hath God apportioned•. 
,\nd heavy is the yoke upon the sons of men-

From the day that he cometh forth from his mother's womb, 
l nLil the day "when he returneth b 'lo the mother or all living 

z '1 Preoccupation and anxiety or he.irt, 
And watchfulness for the future, till the day of his death !J 

.l rro111 him that sitteth in exaltation on a throne, 
01110 'him that is clothed• with dust and ashes· 

From 'him that 11c:ueth' diadem and plate, 
L vcn unto r him that weareth r sa garment or hair~ · 

i-i R ·,,d ''.!''JI'= (/,r ,-.:~•,) ,zr 111 , .• 16 ( ·o l!i, .S) H q; x•P?Y'I'"' = i''llC' (rp. 1·. 16 · ruuf pl.) k-k JI 111g. 

-1;• (rp. % 1 d) '!!l fut "l'Jl' = d1spl~yeth strength'· l!i ,v&,,,,i,98?ono, =? ,nJl (cp. z I b) l-1 Jll J) :>JJ : 
(°r O TiO<T!J ,cap/ii(! l((U fffOµlln = Jll mg. ( + i1£lil) t 

a -n S,J ;:v \!i flCTU11'01 rr~•·T• m·8µ"'1T'!> (ucnura, = P1'n tl.f 111 XX-XIX. 25: SU /IOI{ //tot) . .s 'hath God crea:ed, 
:-L J!! lJU.:.' :(i (2 .. s 1.;;) ltws t1TfffT1>u</,11c qµtµ<1r] tN'',:\ fr.HIT/Jat/J'l "tm Tuc/Jn {Olrufltd/ro//1 ,1nrocp,,~: .J,. ~ 
u<quc m tliem sepultur:ie) < e )ll •n ,J (m;;. r"IN) ON ,:- , 6,.. ,.,,,.,,,.. ,ra.,,..,,: !I, • 10 the earth of the living' 
( /.in· adoJ-1.r ~ Ill.{;, 'earth of all Ii, ing ') d--d > Jll e:; Tour ~"')."i''"'"""' av.w• ••• <f>•fJo• cupllrn, '"'"°'° 1rpoul!.mor 
~f''P" rr~nrrir :f: their praist~ (nad111g a dum1fl1·t ~I n;i:;, /or :i;m) and the perception or their bean an1I 
the last of their \\Ords till the cllr of their ,k,1th . fo l,,1ps J!l 1111,la{J·mt: e:; may ha:-( ba 11 • 

:il ) m:,n1 n,:J::·n·, 
(•,mo) om'J 01· ,JI n·"lnN> n.:i:;,;:m1 

th ,11!,st,11111:·a 1i1 o/fosiholl /o j'Cl/ 111 i·. , (, /' s) P, ta, (falluu.•111~ !: 111ali1(>) rrrtorrs · 

o:J, n~:i~~, cni:lt:tn'J 
: omo Ol' iy on•,:i, n•,m(l 

r '"'' ?l"P"' 11 •(I !,,,,,, stood v, ,:[!i11all; 111 (';: 70 155 l,m, ?P•/•M J c •• Sv l!l mf!. (H,1,/ ci'l:i,) JI! ltxl :ii~·, : 

l"i (Ji h) rt·ar.-"""""'" ( = r::•:, <1,ro1di1(c: to Sm,11d). $ = :::01•) ( p. nCl'J/ nproftrl 111 110·/ z·,n,) H ~ 
n~,;: , . ;,01~· ,ut G <f,opovvro, . . ,r,p,.:tuno,,,...,, (tu-o rlijf 1,11/ rt">rds): /,ma P,tus n,1,/, ')U1l/ • • • nUll/ 

(:;ui: = rr,1,,1. Job xxiii. 9, I':-. lxxii. 6) K • ll! (Ms/ uwd dif((ti:•,) r··nd (t•d ,111) if1' n~r-c· (''.I ga1mcnt 

33, 3.1. The works of God are all good . .. season ,,,. 16-17 (refrain repeated). 
3;. And now ring out. Cp. Ps. cxh. 21. 

XL I XL.I. 13. \\ i1h chapter xi" DC\\ sec1ion begins, "h,ch e.,tends to xii. 13. Its contents ma>· be grouped 
unck, the lollowin6 ,ubsectioos · (,1) x,. 1-17, (b) xi. 18-z7; (<) xi. 28 30; (,/) xii. 1-4; (<) xii. s-13. 

t.11 XL I t;. Following closely on the h}onn of thflflksg11ing for (;od's goodness we h,nc here, by way of contra;t, 
a l.1mentation o.er the woe; of humanit), l:iuffcring is inhereni in man's 101. His life must be passed m restless 
an-,1t:ty .u1d 11w:,binn~. ~J.nd con:,t.intly Uc \'i::,,it-c.:U by mbfottunc. Uut the r::odlcs..s t:~pc.:ricncc the.: ,,onl ilb, yj;r., thO!»C 
"hich are inff,ctcd by C,od in punishment for sins. \\'hat is fals.e and unjusl comes to destruction, but what is true 
al>1,c;.c!'.. The: t\\ o uhJi.:l.t~ ,if tlu.: ,, kkcd mac ·.s dl ::.ire, prop,ert)· ( ., .• , J 3- 14) ;,nd children (r~ · .. I 5-J6J1 ate rtfcncd to, to 
illusir.,tc th<· wmer's mam contcnuon; m the final , ·crse 117) he sets forth the blessedness wh ich resuhs from the fear 
~r Lod. 

1. Until the day when he retumcth to the mother of all living. For the idea cp. Cen. iii. t9; cp. a lso in this 
huuk , '>ir. :h) '"'· 50, x,11. 1 ()I! mg. adopted by Lt!vi - 'land of (all) li\'in:: ', cp. bek. xx,i. 20, xxxii. 32). The 
conception of the earth being man's mother is worked out in 4 Ezra ix. 9-15 ; cp. also job i. 2 1 ; rs. c:xx,:ix. 15. 

z. Preoccupation ... death. The substantive~ arc 1n appos.1t1on tu lmuch occupation' in -:,. 1, the go\'Crning 
,·c,J, hem,: • (,o<l) hath .ipportioncd'; cp. ,., .. 5 ,1 and I>. The t<:xt adop1cd by Peters may be rendered: 'Their 
1huughts .,nd the hr ,i;inatiun of their heari, ,,nd their last actions (uY their fate) until the day or their de.1th.' See 
further critical note. 

3-+ From him that sitteth in exaltation on a throne ... :-obod)', high or low, <;njoys rest from distracting 
care and peace. 
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SIRACH 10. 5_9 
"(a) b('\aught but) ::1ngcr a_nd j<'alousyh, anxiety and fear, 

Terror of death, 1'<tnfc1, and contention J 

5 (',) And what time l)e rc~teth upon hi~ bed, 
The sleep of naghl kdoublcth lhis dist1action 't. 

6 Fo.,:- a little, v:i_inl>:· 1for a moment he rcpos,.th' 
And thC'n rs disturbed by drr.1ms"' · 

dDece1ved 0 by tlw vi,ion o f his ~ou', 
H e. is like a fugitive Occin1c: 0 from before the pursul'r" • 

7 Pl~ow roused he wal,eth from his ,kcpl•, 
"And his vr,ion (?) • . , • • . • 

8 •(The,e are) 11ith ~11 lle~h. buth man ,ind I" 1,1, 
\ \·a 1nd upon thl' ungodlr sevenfold•: 

!) Pestilence illlll blootfahcd, 'bli(,!ht and drou :ht·, 
'Ocva~tatmn and dt,truction, f,1111inc ,rncl plag1 ~ • 

of hai1 or ~J..in °) ('i u,,, .. >i.,., .. , l l lw qu I, I, \ ) l. 1, r. t,,., ... 
1 

"1t••, d!1 -x; ""I -:,,: r } 
J-I jl! Ill -,t;j1 I.. " 1!~ I , ~;i~1 ~:·,::~ \'i 11\,.\ 1•.C '"' 'if ,, .. 1tt T 11 ( • 1,. -~;•\ :"!'( 

:::, .. cli,u1rl 1h ·l.,·111. I 1!1 ~· ... ::·· , .. - l'i , •. ,11,c-•UrJ'U ( ,. .. - .. r ,t. !Ii\ I.~ r; : .. :.:~-:.:,-· ~,, 
(d·/~' ) :;· ........ .. ~r-:: ;·:·;, \'a 0(' m: ,..,,~ ..... ~ I, ........ '"'1'lf ••s: &oh /,. 'ht\ l - 'r 1 /, ~; 
(·) :.:·;,, n1·:,:r.J t :i:, ;-::n / \ 1:1. ; • c .1 ,!1 , 1 o I I, , ,, ,r; .... , , ., • = i'=·:· , t-/ 1 , 

;·:i:n) 1 6 II•>:,; '"' 11! J;:: ::.·: V ,, I ~._::··: II J. / , ,, \ 1: J ! ;;:;;;;;-; ,. 
Hilh/111/·I ef J.'ll~ - ill!~: rp, : C hron. XX\11. 111 nm, /1111 f, i•11r, 
,/. ,,/.~/id): P . 1 , 11111111.1 1, :.:i·•: , ,,, , 11 t, I' :·: r 

of ·. 1.Xl .) . (i '!'ftl,1,11 :111µu"f,, ~ ~ j:..•:;-•:~ ) • ::z;.. .. ;-·.: - ;·;:•:-·: l' 1 \ 1, 1 • 1 , 1 1, 11 

,.-«, .'.io )lJ ~ f; n~o f'!JIOrTc,.tt;, t· r,,,~f}IM' n
4 J 1V "' ;--·~ •.• •• ,: ... -.~ L ~:.·, 1 =? (; .. '""') : ......... :"'";..,:..':' ri!,.· ":'l,'. 

tlfCt,r,/11~;. lcJ I l··1 = • \\ l11k ""llll pr,:pan!' '"tr> f ,, :tit:th (r o •mf"'! crwTript11r 1:uov ,c.,.,.~., :::, • ccor Jin,; 
to th\: wish of tu!-, hc.,rt la: a\,·,1.kttl1' '""' 1:~"':l. i~li::. /',r •~ 1• ii, r 1, J ~ ...... ~ •n:~ --·~·; r.l:-= 
•now rou, ·J he "ak-·11• 110111 I01s sl q, "11~l / a• 1111/ / ·1,-. ~ (JI uni • //,, , 11/<1uJ),1nJ /.r 
1"11:V " ill ,J/\ .. ii •I// 11 1t1 '1 rr 1,/ tl:r I i""' 1n~"::·n r.~·,: ] ( ,n;.~::·r rn,p, ,, f •:':::~ ~,~;) , 7 Ji! 
dj, fl; ( ii•;" .,.,,,, K"'':l 111 "1 llh ,u , lh ,llffi111//i)· li • ,J1 uµtt;c.1aio u r oitu,u tlK,i<W :t.h(n, P,,,, 
ruf,>1 ;-~,, ;•:,c;, l'l'!/'1!!''1 \r l rn~nd, ,1\ there i.Kmi: 1,ctluni; 1, e.1r' a; ,\rt• <ec1h tha ti> re i r;i1h ni: 

thl·re1t1 ( = J iiJ,:r., j'e< •:, ,~-·~ p ~ , 11,·) r r ~ .. J/ \ dr/tc In htrt r. ~.N "'"!:~.J .... :-, =:is: -t:"J ~:: =:1: 
c•n11:i:• o·i::;.., ?ll ;i, '.\II e ,oi, o I ,$1, •he•' c ire 1s "11'1 them, an,1 " alth lrin,•h ,1\\,1\ tlir,r s! ep · = 
? on:::· -.·y~ i::•~1 o:-o::i: 0~1io:: -:!•:i ~:i oi: (/ ,• 1) ,r; , t, I. pr~/ rr I • • ~ :in --~n ( I ,,, :·;-; --.. : 
.rn in I>cut xx, ,,i. 2, , 11:i ( //, ",jf, m / •11/,) ,,, .. ••• f"'µ'f>o" £; (s .\ l \ .le II> I, :,h /1t,1) 
t:ro:,,u.)'m Xo$i<,, .-a, U'L'W1H1JJ'° .11:a, 1111.rT t (N "i,1H)t1) , i:;·, -:!:.:' Jli.., :,,~~ =JI ,w rt 1 · · "'"i- '"'.::"'l ~ 

3. him that sittetb ... on a throne. l p. I sod. ~11. ~,,. 
him that is clothed with dust and a~hes. I or the mct.,r~or ('~lothcd" !h'l c,. Job,,~ 5 c· tltsh .lothcd,. h 

..• clods of dust • 
4. hlm that wenreth diadem and plate lh, di., 1, n 1urb ('j':1 or the It h l'r est s m ,, "11 the 

metal plate (l"~) atta, 11< d 10 11 l p. I· l ,6 J?; see ,tlso J-, ept·, ,/ ,,/ ni. 7. ( ,,r.J Jc II ,r,, S, ; , tp. 
furLher Zech. 11i. 5 and I xod. ,. , ,o f. 

him that weareth o garment of h11ir. l p. t:•·n. X<>', :s Zech. '.\Ill, .J \Jan 111 4 :: r rder 'i;ument f 
po\·trty'; the mantle of hail',, ,t ·h :\1'c., w.u \\urn some 1mt 1 ,1 prnh. t di!' n .. l lu,mr) 1nd r1;.t , . .;1ncr or as 
a badge or simplicity. 

;. Terror of death. l p. I lv ; 15\. 
what time be resteth upon his bed . . l r 11?/r 11. :~ f. ( I , tn in the night h,. heart •3kcth no rest') The 

words of 5 ,, ,lvi IS , jl.!. 
c~. And then i!, distu.-bed bv dn.:ams Ji,n thi, ,.,1 1.rit ,.,1 n tc. \-t; it. l rr li,a y "" I .~, I 

Ar1 u1 n1an, b·1•r.1 ,.,n· :ind ,..,.m,1 ht: n.ul lf,,r ,,. ·rr, 1, ,,.,,.~110 1 , 11 h"': f nu , ,n-.,., h ., ,, • 1;,,~ ...., .... • 1l U) lir ~t:JcJ 
• and after th.It hr 111il, \\Ith 1!:1·:i,11• ,. ,n 111t· ,I ) •• r, he " >rl,;, hJ11l ,lu111•;.i Cl, i: o.itcr ••11 OI ;ht r. · Ii) ,1,or:11n11 
Peters rc.,dsa lh:hr. tt•\t tl.';" nt~:;~ r:·:· "lu...11 I'.\) he rcuddcd. ·.inJ 1hl'II ht \\(! rlt• t.uu~ I 1rwn thr mkl,t, I 
tcrroB' (for ni\m:i cp. )t!r. xv. I(), 

7 . Now rou&.cd h~ ""-'llkt:lh from hi~&kcp. J 11r d11 • •11j, d11r11 r•~vr.,ti n ur 1lc h 1 1eu.e1J ji'tt! .:ruitliull 
note. Tiu· line thus rt·,ttHl".;. .tlluul,; 111\ tx-1...cl:1:·nt Ml"'": c,1!1-"f.tl'!tJ L} h;.ut-1 thc.1. , tht '4.1."ttK.:f 11 ltn.b'1t1 "'"•t.u-1.h.: 
disturbance of his rcH is c,,mplttc. . . . • 

And his visiOn \?1 . . . Jc com, 11111•1,,,l,l,· 10 n-~tun l!t htr.: ,Lut >l"1 ,riu .,I nutcl. l Ill 11 &'Cl~ 1th .-,!HC 
is doubt le~ ... wcll prt.:,t.:n1,:d 111 ~ ,uiJ ::::- : G h~h· .\11d he nMrullt-lh that &h, le.tr., n.u:~I • ·• • r lt--..r c~ul lt..t 
{the shock of ;iw.,kior from the dream) cp. Isa. ,six. t. . 

8-~. 1T here are with all tksb, both man ,rnd beast .•. Pc,t,lence • . 71,c '" •e1,a.~ fonn OM lo 
sentence. Note that the whole anim~t world i• here included rep. Gen.,,,. 23: l~od. IL 25). • 

\I· Pestilence and blood&hcd .•. de,.lruction. lu 1!> 1h" ,hr...- ,~1ir.. !>f " n $ fonu " ,., or .. c-cl""'°: 
cp. ls. Ii. 19 (where, perhaps, J;h • droui:ht' should be rc.,d for :l;I; 'sword'). 
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SIRACH 40. 10-15 

ro uFor the wickedu •c\•il' is created 
And on his account "'ldestructi~n is imposed!". 

11 All things that arc from the earth return to the earth, 
x And what is from on high (rcturneth) on highx. 

1 2 r A II that is false and unjust is destroyed, 
But ,, hat is true abidcth for cverY. 

13 'Wealth unjustly gotten• •!cometh to an cndl like a torrent•, 
b And like a water-course that is mighty in a thunder-storm b • 

1 -4 <With its onrush !rocks arc rolled away1 <_ 
d Even so doth lplundcrl suddenly come to an end d. 

1 5 • A brnnch (~p1ung) from violence• 'lhath no tender twigl', 
aFor an impious roots his on the point of a cragb: 

1'\l:l':l (/. ::ty,) ($>//" ;·u ,, ) 11-u ll! l,'t:/, :-11 = ei "" rn,•r ""°,IU>"' (=' 10 be a burden upon the wicl..ed ') 
,-, }!l iil,?,: (i 'f'ttl'rtt rravro ( = ? i=\r, = d 1.'tll 1(111/ n?~) 'll-W J.! il'J t,:.ii,:n (Jo 1/ltr/.,· S(l/,ft /ht (OIIIIIJlll/d/111 ,r 

Jr'/'•' I, 111.r.1 I N) = 'ruin ckparleth 1101, but'): rmd o';·\r,i H'11/1 P Iers = l!:i ,y,v<ro (cibo = ymu8o, 1 Sam. 
xxx. 21;. Job xxxviii. 33. &c.) $>1·. 10 x-, S, }ll ci.o ,N Cl"l>:)0 "lt:i~1, G ••• o,ro vannw m 80'-11uuo• 
Ul'flllUJJ':TTU (::;;;;;; 0, ~~ 0'~!) it;.'~') $:, = J!.1 )-J > )U; 6 /J(IS r.mi awpo11 IC(h oauua (~a'Xu"1,8']CTfrlU l(Ql Tn(TTU' f&f TIW 

mwi·u CTT'lcruo, ( = ,-,, l ltbrn, · 
nnt"" n,,~, , r.bi >:i 

(: ,c;n 0)1).!) ~J1r.1<1 (so Prim). 

$ 'F"ery one that sins and ch,•ats shall cease, 
But the diligent of the world, e,•cn they shall stand' 

= 'n:iiu• ,wr-1 Nt!n ,::t) 
(: 11t:ll/' o,,v ')t!~jl 

.S ""!J' hnn rmd ,rt:i /·r int:i m /111, 1 : so emmd (u·ilh Smwd) , .... 'lll mg. >•nr.> ,•n ' wealth born of 
weal ti, (01 streni:th) . 6 ~l'W"'rn "a,,..,. ( = ' o•, ,~'IJ ,•n): .S • wealth of deceit' (? ,:in >•n): read 'IP:? >•n 
(or 117)1/l?) •-• 'lll jO'N Sru:i = 'is like a perennial torrent '-t111 11m111Jabl, smst [ S111ou/ nd foe. arg,us !Ital 
//1, 111"1111/1/..' 'perennial• ,i 11rl 111,1dt out. lit t/11'11/.:s lh, n11"g1i1al 1"dt:a is that oj's/ro1gth~ tlla.11 (t:fa slrc,1111) slrtmg{i• 
jle-d·1i([{-a rusl,11,,::: rnrrml. So ht rrla1i1s !Irr word !t,re l: bolh 6 a11d .S lia,•t a 1·,rl, 1i1 plart o/ JO'N : :•rz. 
'5 ~q1m•8qu,rn, ( = jn;: an .. rrlwg lo Pt!,, . .,: c/•. Is,,. Ii. 12 LXX): $ · ,liall be S\\'C)ll away·. uad, /'" he1ps, with 
/ tr ,rt on· (/J, i. as u·,11 as Smt11rl, i·,,ps jn•N !mi = 'a swiftly flowing torrent') lr-h So J!! 111/;, =$('like 
ri\'Cr, that arc full of light clouds' [n,11/1i1f;' ni~i? /or ni,,1,J): 6 "" "'' [:l1,o""I p<ya~q '"""'l' ,fqxquu ='And 
shall roar thcmsd\'CS out like great thunder in rain' (a Ji,, rmd,r,i,g) - lll mg. ,,,,, O':l:l l nNi:I O)I (emmd 
/, 1~f: tJJUI f'Oilll 0'?;): 6 (S, 'Tc:' avrnftu Ul>"T(.U, xupor ncj,p(111811t7c"TOl (1tatl ,vct,pa1J8']t10VT(H) = l! : sonly hr,s fJ/lt !nu 
[.,r /hi.< 1· ru, whid, is usually sup/'os(d lo r,J,rut11/ dauu a: but morr prnbab/y dausr b (uf ,uxl JJo!,) d-<I 1n 
tin' n"i:h ONJi~ ':l : & OVTWr o, 1Tt1pa,'1au-m1'T({ ( = ? o~i:,~ fo, OX';~) ur 171 vu-1\.Haar uAuo/ol•ao,: s ' \\ hen lhC)1 are 
taken away the} come to an tnrl · ( =? \mn: \!)!/'. ':l). Ct>111b1,1111,:: J1!, 15, and .S "'"" on• >!; OXO!l f:) (or 

cnn n\m) •~ l1! ,,. ,., ocno ,,,i 111,t:· or.n i~l: l1! mg. = 6 uyo•a a<1•#•w: .S 'and offspring to the wicked 
man · ( = JI! m,:. ?} : ,, ,ul or.n'J "1~?, r-r J!l n;,,• ~, ( = , • ~hall not he unpuni,hc<I '): ei "" "~~8""" .~a&.i, 

10. For the wicked evil (or c.,J.,mity) is crented .. , Cp. xxxix. 29. 
11 All ... from the earth return to the earth. Cp. l,en. iii. 19; Eccles. xii. 7; Job ,cxxiv. 15. 

what is from on high (returnetb) on high. The return of the spirn to us Maker is meant; cp. Qoh. '<io. 7. 
The prosperity of the ungodly shares the fate of all created things ; it comes to destruction ( cp. Ps. xlix). 

13. W ealth unjustly gotten ... torrent • . . Cp. Job \'i, 15 18 for the unage. Just as 1he torrent suddenly 
swollen in a thun<kr·~tonn as suddenly goes down, so wealth unjustly gotten dioappears. In clause b' in a thunder­
storm'= liL 'in flashing of thunder', For 6 sec critical note. 

14. W ith its onrush rocks are rolled away. For 1he word rendered 'rocks· here (0';):;J) cp. Jcr. iv. 29; Job 
xxx. (,. 6 misread this .ts •hands• (O~;;i;:), and may be rendered 'in the opening of his hands one shall rejoice' (i.e. 
when he is made to disgorge his ill-:.:onen wealth there is i;cneral rejoicing). JI! mi;:ht be rendered (understanding 
the "urd on this sense I, · when he (the wicked man) lif1eth up his hands (sc. as a beggar) men rejoice' ; or ' when He 
((;od) hfteth up II is hands (s,. ag.1inst the wicked man to punish him and reduce hnn 10 pD\'erty) men rejoice.' 

Even so doth plunder suddenly come to an end. For text see critical note. J!I as it stands • • for suddenly 
doth he (? the "'ickcd man) come to an end for ever• (cp. (i ). The 1vords unnot be understood of the brook; they 
must refer to the riches, and this is well expressed by the emended tc:xt. 

15. A branch 1sprung) from violence. 1.e.1hc wicked man h1mS<:lf (not his offspring); cp. the parallel expression 
in clause/J I an impious root'. 

balh no tender twig. i.e. has no perman-ent posterity. ror the idea cp. xxiii. 25 ; Job ,•iii. 11 r. 
an impious r oot is on the point o f a crag. For S see criucal note, and cp. 111th its rendering Malt. xiii. 5. 
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SIR/\CII 40. 16-20 

• ' 16 
1 I ikc reed -stalks (?)1 Jon the bank of .1 tnrrcntJ 

• \\ ~ich a1c consumed before any (other) tpl~ntl•. 
17 But ksndne-.s ~hall never be moved I 

And lightcousne~~ is established for aye. 

(/,) XL. 1/1 J;. !!ttp,11· ,f tit,· f.,1d 1s t/1,·,.r,11/, I f,1/lt,1,,/ tl,i11.,, (::IC. l Ii !i,h., 

,8 '''A. life of wine and strong clrinl.:"' is sw,·ct. 
But better than both is 0 hc that findtth .1 treasure'. 

IQ Child •and cit} 0 c~tabli,,h a n,,mc. 
Pflut btttcr than both is he that finduh "isdonr. 

Young cattle and plantinJ! mal.:e 1.1bundann·l to llc-uri• h'' 
Rut better than both ~is a wom,m l,d,J\ eel •1 

zo \\'inc ' 'and song'' rejoice the hca1 t, 
But better than both is 'the affection of lover,•. 

(«).o~,Jf= n;,;,, lfi,..;. \l\'. j 1.X.~) : / 1t./ ~: j;i "' S'"- , ,1 / 1• ,{ (i t'IJI ,._.,NI tt•"1,e.,,. I(.--, 1,/ 
mw8oµrui): J!Z :pr, :,:•-,,:;• ·:i = ~ 1• 1!~ ~ . =S ( /i, 1 ,r h, r(,t l 11! :111t•1•J ,l.r ,UJ ,J;r, t ,nu 
"hilh :-.prout'.'I upon .1 ro ... k, 1 r.1g' , i Jl rit;T;'~ (; JI f c,-., .,,,.&,w.r• · 1 •tunrnrn , i tt- ,· 

4\~11/.,11hr .111.~1:-rl n~'t.;)"'1'."):) •u .... ft.·td·,t.dk"' I'· / '-'";-'""). e; '\" ... J.> \-~ ( / Jtol, ,,. j 1} I /'111' I"' 

t,,.,: J/,n / H~~~ ...... h· /IMI Jl! Ill•!.)' t, "l ·llll/'//11J l i';~·: ( i'-lJ - ·rK ., 1 11 I .I· h \1, l 11 J Jl ;-~; ~~· 
.. nJ {i1~~= ·Mdc\ 1

111/y h,,,. 'l· ,\;rr. =';l '\\ 11~ ml 1,1 :;·;. uL) Vt, .... r \ t•n ' C) ,\ ' '"''"' 
rrornµou (,rm,,.o, \.""Tot .:,,, > w,/11 1!.) : (i = f ~n) l"',!.~ ,.: • • J..t 71!, n:>,··, ... ~~ '-: •:c) (JI ft ,t •:;_;-,;): 
6 1rpo wcvr"" lOpTOL '"T'~'JUtTm P ~t:1 t' c ''IJ~f/i ;;.•,; ye,:, >:= •:!::S (i -. , '""' n frr-, ut /u~ = 
? ,o':) '.:): 1/urt) 1-1 Sn 31.l G ""'"' ~~ ~1J1oi' ur,, ,. u).O')'wu = ... :..,: j'"";.:~ -::--1 • 1 ut kmdnC'~ 1s hle 
a blt-,sed F ,kn · (f fr 111 xi. 2;) S llut 1hr '"''" of he l iou, 111 ~ta 011 (= 1~1·l) re h' ,X"<l' (•/' l~, I, J) 
m-rn Sa ~ ,;,~, i'" '"" : .fl,r -i:~'l i" }1l 11~1..,.. I. lJ:' .,n,• • ,u•ahh of untlt I'-Unc ·ng • fi ha {•'1 avrn1 • • 
rµ-ynTot• (= ,,?~' "M unr11-,rou /ll/J.1/,n d .•1 ,id, /i ,11 Cr). J.l /.'If., 111or ,s } 1dtrt rugg 1/s ht a!I 1r."1tptndo1f 
altm1pl lo m1111,! ill 111 1rdt1 le lim111,1tt lht ff,,,,,,e t1/1t J,on 'a l,f~ ,., 1,ine md ,tron,; <Ir nk' (I>· ul lztulmg 

a hfe of \Haith ol und(•r"and11 g I. °jl./ /,.t/ ,r .,,/,1111:1 slr,111 r,u, st•/l~rtt.! (f,utf;J 1, ,F, S >lm,. 
ll,,r/ 111,:minus(y / 11/>os, ,,.,,1 ~::~, ;n · ~race amt und, r ,1.11 'in ( •, / , ··• "r;) rp. l'ro, 1 ~ n n -, 
,~,N ~> .. O : (i n.t:hllJ /al,1 N\1!) ,IJ I,,,"· 1/J/, = . ,me fin~llnf: • (s. rJ, ,,,, ) • u ru/, ,. :-.tr-: -= tint' ng I { 
Ptl,rs) ts /11.1.:h/y d1111l,iful o 1> ll -.,3,, . 6 -=m otiru/1,1,? "'''~''"1'" I r (i > rc, h an,/ c /Jul llu """ t rt 
alltsl,d l:J· .S •1 ilrll as Jq "'" ,11 ··11 G /rob,1b(J1 nu, d ~,· h,.IJl"li td111 11 (10 P, 1,r.1 .. ( ). \mtnd, h 1y-,r, 
rrgauls tlum OJ 110/ 41 ,:arnr11 f,1rl J 1/1 Ir ti //; .4 ublt 111,11110,1 ef ':,, name' (111 lt>a t1ml 111 ) Arin.: all, Ju 
su.1:pu1011s J'Ju 1·1/tllllo11 T1 ,1111(y ,1:, ,11 d J • ,-· • .\ n.unt • ,,, 111 l rh 11/J /.t ,m 11,!; J I J.bundancc 
(faints~)' (lleb. ;::ii) ,1J ,11.(,·< .,/ /,, fiw i:~· 11 ,, , 1 I,,, , ,,,, .., ,,,/ of rim (11111 ufh ;-:::). /uh11/11111d,r 
llu 11,jlur,1,·, ,1 JI., fltd,11. c~ q-1 Jll n'"":·r~ ;-,~-~ e'i )'ti'} IIJA"611J, t. AO),(•Tfl {/ ""'• , Ill Sr,~md rug 11/1, 

Aoy,(nm = r ,.=i:;·n) fl)'WJ,.W'" Jll ddillfJn) ·r ll!'i- ~,:Jl((J -= ,·::., (,;,. /
0 

r 11, ,vu,: 1/cn (,en !\lXI Ji, 
Fzck. xvi. 1,1111 L~X &, ) .!$ ..Jd "inc = i~'' ," . JI,:~~ j" u,uftr mjl1w·,, ,{1. 18 "JI;:•-,~ ;-;:-:,c 

16. Like reed-.. talks . . . I!"; may ha,e pr<·ser,ed t l,e true rc.id,ng here, • u<'&"' (,:,,, - tr~ , sec cnucal notr), 
~nd also the true cnns•ruction of th~ stntcnc~. T hc·n 11,c "hole may be nndc« 1, ''>rdi;c on 1 to,.cnt's bank ,s 
consumed bdo1c .,ny cnhtr, pl.rnl: l>ut k,ndnC'ss, Sc.' (so hi, r,I. L p. Joh, 11 1i 

17. But kindnct.s ... dghleou!:.1:c~!t. h:1n, m ,:, .mJ r.;.;kt. ,~ t.-..~ ~ }at;h,,, n fl 11 :md n .,n •rt' m, a ' :It n 
clause" (cp. Pro,·. x :-o) ditfc-rs from (P'i and S (!CC critical note\. If the lauer be folJo,.,d t l1r first line ,.,ll ru!l: 
' But kindness is like ., blesstd Ec:u1' lcp. 1•. :7). 

(b) XL. 18-~7. Jn this ,uh,ccion the ,·ar ous good thin~~ of life ;ue cnumcralcd in a &encs c,( ten contruicd 
scb of born,. The clim,,~ ,s that the h1gl1cst guc•d 1s the ft.u cif <.i<Kl, 

18. better ... he that findclh a treasure, J:.,tJ, I.bi Jn,I l\1,,-, i,rc(.-r tu rt'll !e r '11,c lindu r & Ir c' 
Th1s c:t:rtninly ~mis the, nn~tn:(.'.Hnll 11( the H·r,c. • 1nu'i11i: • t nh• r •h.111 · th~ 1,rn.lc:r · .a nr,L.n,,: \\tth, t I .rod.etc' as. 
swcei •. llut there"., gra,c pl111<,:, ,,,..,1 t1l1JNl11,11 tn 11.e n·r,,:,-r111i:. • r, .-:.1 re' l,en,, !I)'. ftt:rl<Ap<, h<:oj,l.:i>n"'1 lf 
19 bas - 'wisdom' (so Peters!. 

,9. Chfld and city. ta·~ ru1dt·rinµ- 'duld1cn .1n1.1 1Le ln11Mintt ~ l •:l)' .. iu·, the J.£0:!iC ::itrn kd lbl'tlPl~l:). 
There may be an •. ltusion to the l,mh,111i; of ,w. ht 1l1t."11 a, ,u·1e n~unc,i a l:c:r 1hc·1r I •1.1n<l"r"' • .J: .• \~ndn:.J. '•n the 
perpetua.1ion of one's n.,mc cp. "i. 1 r., xii. 11 f. 

Young cattle and planting. Opt r.1l1u11s \\hich prumoa.· n.1tum1 in, rl'":UC t1. '.l" 1t.frrrc-,T tc,, Lrct'l!in~ or •~oek •nd 
sowing of crops being- mentioned as typical uamptc,: . 

20. W ine nnd 1,ong rcJoice the heart. Cp. xxxo. ,'x•xi~) 27 (, . • . • ., ,· 
t he affection of lovers. Ur • 1he .u, c 01 fncnd~ • ~ , • '°', ,,( ",..£,•n ., t" ul<1l>,> .l Jcl, ,c,ratc alter a 1 " Jur 

to rc,•ision; cp. \\'isdom 11. 7 (. 



SIRACII 40. 21 -27 

)!I" : 1 Pipe and harp make sweet the song, 
But better than both is 1a tongue sincere'. 

22 "Grace and beauty• •charm the eye', 
But better than both are "the crops of the field"'. 

2:J • A friend and companion will each conduct himself opportunelyX, 
Hut bc:tter than both is 7 a discreet wife1. 

z4 • A brother and helper will come to the rescue in a time of adversity•, 
But more than both doth righteousness deliver. 

25 Gold and silver ·· make the foot stand sure•, 
But better than both 1'is good counsel'·. 

26 \ Vealth and strength < lift up• the hc:1rt, 
Hut better than both is the fear of God~. 

In the fc.i.r of Jahvch there is no want, 
And \\ ith it there is no need to seek •support•. 

•i The fear of God is a very Eden of blcs,ing, 
i\nd 'its canopy I (strctchcthJ •over• all that is glorious. 

l!i nynr.q<rc< uorf,,ar (.' a /011/, 11, I' all, rnli ,11) t-t J!l ni :i ~:l'~: & yllc.>17Un q8.cn (~ = J!!) u-u J!! d,firlit-e: 
e:i ,npw •ac .,,Hor= "INnl ' !!' (Pdos), D)llll '!!' (Smmd), 1rn •!)• (/.ti-i) (•ollllo, = ,~n xiii. 12, xliii. 9, , 8) 
~ ' JV r>~ ,,•on': l'i naB,·µ11"" " ocj,8<1'>.µ.oi ,roi {uot•> ~\ &c. ~-' ro-Tlcx l!..) "-" J1l ni b 'n~~ {' the orow1ng 
lliings of the field'), e:i xl\oqv (z·. I. x'Xoq) cnrapov 'the green bhd<> of corn' (N' '""'P'µo,) •-• Jl! °dtj'tdi;.'e 
i::,:, n)l . . . . . . . 6: qu>..o, "°' tTOtP"" "" K<upov n1ra.&1T4>VTts (las/ u.H>rd = ? O'JJtl): .S far lits/ 7.llord' will receive 
{!'r<"<''.ln.'sS from one anollit'r' (~i:im) mu/ lli'1l' n)I? i:im :i;ni-; ,111d rmd(r as al,o,,, (otlurs rmdrr: • friend 
:rnd ,ompanion gile :support at the n;ht tim~ ') i-f .\: Jl! = $ · e:; 1""'11'"" a.apo, •-z Jl! difulh'e: n,, n . . . ... , MN · 6 .. a,>..<t,,,, ... #oq8cm ... •••p•• m .. ,i,, .. , = .5 : Pt'krs, /ollowing L t!l'I mali,/1', rtslbrtS: 
m, nih l)'\~ 1 !l)ll nN /'.:, si()ll,t do 1101 support ti,, 1imrlio11 of tub : Smmd rtslorcs n,, n31:i Ol '}ni::'I nN = 
• a brother and a partner', &c. (1n;:i o. urs 111 A, ·- l libr. = 'form a partnership or anachment •; it txrnn ag,u,, 
i11 )!! 1111;. xh. 18, >.Iii. ;i) &·• e:; c,r11rrqc,ovc,1• 1ro&. = ~Ji (n 10 )1•)--o11/y las/ u·ord lrgiblr m )!I l.,-b e:; flovl\q 

(011/1 JI• ,j,j lwu yvvi1) ru&••µurn, !:, 'good counsc-1' (11. consilium beneplacitum): rn,d i'l~ l!J i'11/J.I .,..., The 
,,wd 1, 111,gi/,/, 111 )!! (,J/S. 11111/tl,1/ul): C.,,d,y-.\ ~·11/,. r,,ul l;'l'Jl' = (i (u•v,j,wc,nvu••): S111aul 1;,,,, (· make to 
exult')· /.l·i i>i,• •t 111 the ,VS efll!" t/J,n is a marginal 1,0ft ~· !ht sidt of l't'. 22-26 ab, wr,~fm 111 i•,rfical 
//,us, at f,//qz<'S _. 

: 101::l O'"l,T 01"\0 J 

: o•o,::i, 10"1:l 15lYO 

0')11 ' l Y ' 0 ' )J 
\Jl C'll ) !l:,J 

m, o·~, io,:io 

'All the days of the poor arc evil. 
His roof is the lowest of roob, 
The r,1in of 01 her roofs falls on his roof, 

Ben-Sira says, At night also. 
and his \'ineprd ,s in the height of the mountains; 
and the earth of his vineyard falls on otber vineyard,.' 

'/'/,is olalim (l,::;r,·,·•. tt'1'lh 011,- .,J,'g/,f variah,m (z,1:::. ni,•~ '}N far .,, ,, :i 9N), will, //,e passagt as cited in T. B . 
. ~i111/mhm 100 b. It ,s probably 1.\'Cfl/1/rd /rom sOIII<' co111p1lalio11 of sdte!ed sa;wgs whu/1 c1rmloted 1111d,r //,e 
11,,n,r •:/' B 11-S1ra, ,1J1d ,,.1lfai11rd, /1'.t:;dher w11/1 g1111111ie q11olofin11s, a 1111111/;,,r '!( olhtr., 1t•h1,h do 110/ be/011g to 
flu gmmi1< ltxl of B111-Sir"'-' booli'. .l'J,e a'lolfr,11 here gn·m appm, s lo l,do11g lo t/11 latt,r da..s. A Prr sio11 glou 
,, (U/d,d 111 th, .1/S'. (w11ltr11 111 lftbr. ch,11ada.r) as fi1llou,: • It is probable t hat this was not in the original 
cop}, Lut it i, ust'd a~ a proverb (m Cowlc;-Nmb., p. 7) ~-, Readi11g 111;:Jo (Jl! 11/S. tlifr.-tiz•c): so Bacha, 
Smm,/, l'dtrs. e:i do~8ww = S [ S hut adds fl glo.,s 011 11,xl ,·os,: • the fear of Go<l over e,·cr} thmg is exalted ; 
srizc it, my son, and let it not go, for there is nothin;: like it'] r- f J!! nn!ln = G («a>..v,j,av avro•) • .S • is 

pr,1•sctl ' g g <tr ••• ,.,,.,,, = ) J/1 (,,o $) · J!l pi ( Isa. i\'. 5 )).I •::i) lt-b i!! 1110 "n • a life of gift . 6 (w?• 

21. P ipe aud harp make SW«lilt t he song. i.e. of course through their accompaniment. 
zz. Grace and beaut y ••. crops of the field, For the sentiment cp. Ma11. vi. 28-29. 
z3. wilt each conduct himself opportunely. Or' will gi,e support ' (and guidance)• at the right time'. The 

same verb (li'll), common in ', H, is used in iii. 26. 
a discreet (or prudent) wife. The expression is borrowed from Pro,·. xix. 14; cp. also Sir. xxv. 1. 

Z4. A brother and helper . . l'<»s1bly the original form of the sentence was exclamatory: •.\brother and helper 
in lime of ad,·ersity.' Cp. Prov. xvii. 17. 

But more than both doUt r ighteousness del iver. Cp. Prov. x. 2, xi. 41 6. •Alms' (for• righteousness') is 
a possible rendering. 

z5. Gold and silver make t he foot stand sure. i.e. give a sure footing, a firm position. Neubauer cites the 
follow,n~ from T. I\. P,·s,,, hi111119,,; in referen~e to Deul. xi. 6 (' and e\'ery Ii, ing substance that followed them' [lit. 
• \\J' at their ftct 'JJ R. Elca,:ir says: • This means the wtalth of a man, which makes him st.,nd fir m upon his feet.' 
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SIRACI l 411. 28-J I, 2 

(<) XL zl! 30. A b,-g,r:,1r's !if.• 110 ltfr at all ( 1 + J distichs). 

JI!'' 28 My son, live not ha, beggar's lifeh; 
Better is one dead ithan importu natt·t 

29 A ma n that look.:th to a strangers table -
His life 1s not to be reckoned as a life: 

J ;\ pollu t ion of his sou)1 arc kthe d:i intics prc;cntedl, 
1 And to a n undc.rstanding man inward tort urc1• 

30 m In the m ou th of an in,ati.tblc (man)"' be!,!i:ing is ~weet. 
R ut inwardly it burn<.th as fi 1c. 

(d XL I t 4, 'l~,·o ri,-;t•s <>11 deat/1 ( = z + z + ~ + , distichsl, 

41 , • J\h ! D eath, how bitter is '1t lw remembrance of thec"h 
T o him• 'that liveth al peace' in "hi, habit.1tio11•; 

hT o him tha t is at easel>, and prosp<'rcth in all. 
A nd that still h~th ,trength to enjoy luxury'. 

2 Ilail r Death, howk welcome is thy dl'crcc1 

"' T o the luckless m,111 111, an<l that l.lckcth strength, 
"Thal stumbkth and Lrippcth 0 0 ,1l cvcr}·thing0 , 

1'That is brokcn1' , 1:1m.l hath lo,t hopl' 1 

ffl'OlT']ITl6)f i ·i w. ,,,no,:-., 6 ,, 11iUCf((tl (~ ,,d(rS 1 •!.,It.,. r! .• hirn that :l5k"i refuse not; 1ntl he not g:nod 

to kill bt1l tu keep .th\t 111, 11nd,1 /,111d1u._:.,' l!~J 1 l!~ ;;•;:; ~j.·; ·~ ( ,, "' /,, I! , ;-;:..·~;J - {i ::- (I ·l 

1:.:·!lJ ,,!so to t,, r•ad) k l Jl.! 111,:. 1J ! •r.,i;~o (.r, n I .,. / , i:m 1 °ill (11·1/h mg) .,.~. J.""'l' ::--:b 
D'ltO: e:.. m1S1111Jt1 /1t1JJ·· Ill Ill (i °' uroµan a,n,,,,tr; 5) :;·::-J n: ·~J (f,, ~ ::·~: ·,:: ~-N?). JO 

R Snm, 11/SS. ·:f 1l.. m 1/ //1 //11 lle mtmnru c! 1udic o mor , t. '' io \1 1 1~., le, bow evil ,HI thou• c .~o 
lh, 111ar;;111; 1/u ktt lu1s ' Life' •1~ So e;;: //,,- ; 1 :f J!l , ,or111pt s+ i, h ': ii. t-ct msto f f .s 
'~itting' / ,,'/, 1 hi,.. fOUlld,ttiOll'; ('i _s h1 ... ro~~l,1 00 ' b )t (i JT,'fJlfJ"'l'O(r 'f (n-rptff(QT'•J'Tt,) \• :~i.l) ,5 
'-.trong · ' 6 ,po<t,,,, .. r d ,,..,./>?• (= Jl.! :o-) Rrad11,.{ ;,;: /01 •, (= N_ >~J :if: ~)r<dlc~ : >Ci 
I .Rwd1i1g 1~n ;;,, 11;-,n (Jl.! 111,11·, ;,m. ;,m. ,,,.f ,;,,n ) '" -1b R,,,r/111., O'J' N l:'"N) ( p ,i 11111,g 111 : 10) / to 
:,, man of sorrows ') , [i nn!,01,1,,..'!': .$ · brok(._'n' ~ 1 R,a,liug u 1Jh J!l , 1u· ~·,.,,;, ',:;"'~ (i "', 1r•l')' , ~ «a• 
rr, ;,,urrwiu•<t> : :S 'that is old and ,1umblcth' (,p 11. defrctu ,1etatc) · 6 ,r,p1 "' ,.,.,,. 1 F R, .,,, ,1::=-
(R;-rul) /or :i-,o (= l"i): l!! 111;. ,,.,ds , Nit',1 C!l:-: lacking si3ht ') · ;; •lacking-wealth ii, and , 

:6. But better than both is the rear of God. The lt;cr of 1 ,o<l •• 11cc .,.,,. 111-,u, 111 • .mt! irl ,nt po.,c 
sion; cp. xxxiv. 10. 

27. its canopy (stretchcth ) over a ll tha t is glorious. Cp. Is,. i\'. s (the source of the expression here). 
(<) XL. 28 30. On beggin~ : cp. ,xi,. 21 r. 
28. live no t a beg ga r's life. . . l'erhap· thi" s;iyin~ of llcn-Scr.1 has influ•nccd the dictum 'c1ltJ from lbn 

r..,birol by Cowley-l\.ubaucr, p. xxx): 'llttter the ;:ra~e than a fall to pol'erty •. '.\ lieggar·, life' 1s ht.;,, l! a 
'life of gift' (or• gilts'), i.e. " hie dependent up.-.n girt, 

I n ~s b the word n:ndcrt·t1 · impo1tu11.1tc · 1 ~~,n~-; lit 'to m.;tkt• unl ... l:Ji .t mound' ldc:nrnu. ltom ;,;,,~:- •" u t,und • 
thrown up by besiegers); l,g. to ad,· n,·,, a.~ainst, be,et, cp. xx xix, :-1; here 'tn b<,sct '(\\Ith requcs•,) - • to importune' 
(see Drher in the (;lossary 1n Cowlly· '\cub..oucr, p. XJ<,ii11. 

29. A man that looketh • . . ns a life. Cp. the c11a11on frcc'y ,;hen ,n l. N. Rr!<lh 3:6· ''fhuc .ire thnc men 
whose life is no life. They arc these The man \\ho ,,.1tchcs the tahle 01 his ne1~hbour, and he o,er "hom h,s "'k 
rules, and he whose body i, ruled li}' p.,ins.' 

A pollution of his soul a rc the dai r1t ies prest!nted. l\,1 · tl.linur:1 pn. t'llht • 1 p. '.\X'.\\J. I J : .. mnt·. ~uc-h 
gifts pollute m so far as the)' art bcg,;cd for, not bcc:.111,e the)' have been presented. 

30. But inwardly it burneth ns fire. t 11. Jcr xx. 9. 
(d) XLI. 1-4. Death frarful to somt. welcome to others, 1ncv11ablc f,,r all. 
1. the remembrance of thee. I.,t. • th)' memory' (1-U:t. 

in his habitation. 1~ 1~0, cp llcbr. of xii,·. 61 i.e. the condition, under whrch he ,s lidng. 
that is at ease. Cp. Job wi. 12. "'"· 23. 
to enjoy. L11. • to rccci>·c • (cp. (i ,ma,e,,~llm), cp. llcbr. of x"il·. (,\. \"., I<.\'. xxx1.) 3. 

2. Hail. nNil, an expression of ~ilti~faction, as in Js:i. ,div 16. 
how welcome. L t!. 'how good·. 
thy decree. Cp. xrv. i,, and sec Is.~. xx\'lii. 15, 18. 
s tumbletb The word >= has in :\co-Hebrew the mcanin;:; to t.e weak or ,ll /Smcnd). 
broken. Cp. l's. lx1x.: ! (ZO tn l,. \ -.J, l..':'(h 11. 31 \\ here the s:..i.11\t.; Jlchr. ,,,1rd is uscil ,,f bcir.Z!" l.irul..cn ln l•e.ut ... 

T he text of JI! reads :i,o •intractable·, or the like (q>. l".i ,;~.,e,., .. ,.,: but 1h1s wurJ 1> out of pl.ice 111 as (onte,· . 
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SIRACII 41 . 3-9 

JI!' 3 •Fear not Death, (it is) thy destiny•, 
Remember that the former and the latter (share it) \\ ith thee. 

4 This is the portion' of all flesh from God, 
'And how can5t thou withstand" lhe decree• of• the Most High! 

"'(He it) for a thousand years, for a hundred, or for ten (that thou livest) ... , 
In Sheol there arc nos reproaches concerning life. 

(<') XLI. 5-13. Tlte md of tlte 1111godly co11trastrd witlt tlte lto11our accorded to t/1e 11ame 
of tlte rigltteous ( = 3 + 3 + 1 + 3 distichs}. 

5 An abominable offspring is the generation' of sinners, 
,\nd · a godless sprout• is • in the dwellings of the wicked•. 

6 "From the son of the unrighteous man •shall the dominion be wrenched away•\ 
~ dAnd \\ant' shall ever abide \\ith his seed4• 

Jtl i ,\ godless father do the childrenr curse, 
e:; •For bec;rnse of him do they suffer reproachs. 

8 11 \Voe unto rou, ungodly men, 
•\\'ho have forsaken the Law of the Most High God 1h! 

ill <1 " If re increase {it will be) for mischief", 
1,\nd 1f ye bear children (it will be) for sighing ; 

lf re stumble (it \\ill be) for evetlasting joy\ 
,\nd if )C die (it 11il1 bc)m for a cur:;cn, 

unahk· to work': 6 •. . patience': i!, ••• 5apiemiam r-r I'? wXa/'lw •p•pa Oavarov • Q;i ro •P•pa: !i5 'the 
end · t-t $ > u Lil. · rt.·jc<.:t . or de~pise' ,. ~ fu&~,a w-w G HT'f &,co nrf uuT01• oTr x,A,a .,,, 
" R, ,ding j'N {}!.! 111,1rg.) fa, :•:,< >· Rudtiitr ,,, far ,:i, (Smmd) •-• Rtad1i1g ~'IN i ::m &..,. So G 
( = .S l!,) J!1 ,., 11ut!1l,1t,d, bu! •llt!) p,rhnps b,· l<'tJd l,':l'i 'i\Jtl l~h (Ii "'""'" aµop,'0>X,,w a,ruA«ra, «A?povop,a 
c-c R· ,u/1111: v~;m ;i,:i,,~ (S111md) d-d J!1 is almost 01/irdy 1111111/al,d e G .... ,Bor r !i5 'his righteous 
~on, ' ,- }!.! is almost mt,i·,/y 11111/Jlal..d: .S +•in the world' h-b I11 J!l Ml/y thru ltlt11 s are j,rtSUTt'd 
i-1 .s > L-1 i!i •at ... Y'"'?O?r• ... Ka,apav 'Y"'''?e'l'"ue,; pr .••• ynp 1rX?il••?rt .,. ma•Xuw 2.18 (rp. 'Ill) 1-1 6 > 
"' & ,.,p,aO,ia•a/1, n Fw th, ,,·k,/,· ursr S lws: • ,\ fruitful woman is the joy of !,er people, and ,r there die an 

3. thy destiny. l.,t. 'thy decree,' as int'. 2, i.e. to which thou art destined, cp. xxxviii. 22 a. 
the former and the latter. The reference i,, probably to the generations that have gone befo1e and those that 

will follow after. 
(share it) with thee. The H~br. might mean : • (are) with thee•, i.e. they will all be together hereafter in Sheol 

(cp. the expression 'to be gathered unto the fathers ', 2 Kings xxii. 20). 
4. This ls U1e portion. Cp. Job x.x. 29, xxvii. 13. . 

how canst thou withstand ... Cp. L<c,•. xx,i. 15 for this phrase in Hebr. IC~Ol;l 'lJp/1~-o~. 
withstand. ~ee critical note. 
the decree. lll reads' the Law', see critical note, but this can hnrdly be right, because' Torah' is ne,cr used in 

this connti-ion. 
In Sheol there are . • . Since ,n Sheol it will be found that the same fate has overtaken nil men, it will be 

immaterial whether one mao li,,ed longer on earth than another; men "ill not quarrel about that. Cp. l:.ccles. vi. 6 • 
. It) .\LI. 5 13. Death means far different things to the godless and the pious. In the case of the latter their name 

hH:S on. 
5. offspring. The Hehr. word j'J occurs in Gen. xxi. 23; Isa. xiv. 2::; Job xviii. 19; in each case it is the parallel 

to 1::l?, 'sp1out' in the next clause. 
the generation of sinners. The reference is most probabl) to the Hellenistic party in Israel (see v. 8), and 

espccblly to the high-priestly family, as i•. 6 seems to show. 
and a godless sprout . . . The Hebr. text is mutilated, and it is impossible to reconstruct it with certainty, but 

the gtnrral stnsc is probably as ghcn above. 
6. From the son of... Ryssel renders this clause 'Because of an unrighteous son a kingdom falls to pieces' 

lreadmi,: 1.1ir11. a rrndcrilli, "h1ch the tc,t may 4uite well bear, but if, as the present \\ritcrs hold, the reference is to 
the h1i;l~·prie,1ly family, Ri·sscl', rendering stems 100 general. In the marg. of Jll is read ) iP j'Jtl, 'from amongst 
the unrncumcm·d ', a term "hich could well be applied to the llelknistic ruling party (cp. 1 Mace. i. 48, ii. 46, &c.), 
so that ,t :tll e,·ents a later scholiast understood Lhe passage as in reference to the Hellenizers. 

the unrighteous man. S,v, the rei;ulnr term for a l) rannical ruler, cp. Job x, iii. 18. xxv,i. 7, xx.ix. 17, xxxi. 3. 
, . . wrenched away. Cp. 1 Sam. ""· 28 (n:i>co·n:s m;i• )lip); 1 Kings xi. 11 ; 2 KinjfS xvii. 21. 

8. Who have forsaken . . . Tlus is a clear reference to the Hellenizers, cp. 1 Mace. ii. 23, iii. 6, 8, &c. 
9· If ye increase . . . i.e. If they have children, these will likewise be godless . 
. if ye die . . . The rcforcncc 1s not to ,1nything that would happen after death, but rather to the execration. in 

which they will tc held at the time of their death. 
466 



S1RACII 4-1. J O 1; 

JI" 10 ° All t hat is of naught rclurncth to naught•, 
PSo the godless man,-from nothingness to nothingncssP. 

1 1 ·•Vanity is man (concerning) Im, body·• 
•But the name of the pious sh.111 not be cut off'. 

J 2 Be in fear for thy name for that abideth longer for thee 
Than thousands: of• precious treasures•. 

1 3 1 L ife's goods la~t for limited dars •. 
uBut the reward of a name for days without numberu. 

(a) XLI q XLII. 8. Jlforal rl111t~·.r mumeratrd tmdtr tl,r catriror;• of sh.1111e. 

(i) XLI. q 15. !11tro,l11ction lo flu sutio11 011 tit,• suhirct ,:f shame ( = ~ distichs). 

r 4 [' Hidden wisdom and c,mceakd treasure, 
\Vhat is the use of dther? 

15 Belter the man who hideth his folly, 
Than the man who hidclh his "i,dom.] 

(ii) XLI. ti>-'\LIJ. 8. '/11strnr/1011 ro11ct1·11mg s!tan:e• ( = z + 10 + 1 +, + 9 distichs). 

16 > Hear, 0 children, instruction cone, rnm~ shamco, 
And be abashed •according tom} Judgement•. 

(, 6) For not every kind of sh:1mc is meet to retain, 
b And not every kind of abashment rs to be ,Lpprm-cd ''. 

1 7 • Be a~hamcd of a father and a mother of 1\hon.:dom 
Of a prince and a ruler< of lies, 

unrighteous fatl,('r hi, ri:::h1cou, ,on will not gri,,·c on·r 111111 o-o 111 pf.I,, ef lhi, cl,111s, ti I, ., ,,r; 11 of 
xi. 1 1 a: .S> JI· r, (i Qt.,Twi; au,~u<; mro «n1'0JJIIS .,~ (l..,.,.(A)Au,., ::, ' tl t: -.:li<l of tl.t unJ:-0( I) m.1 n J, foJ ... ru tion ', 
so /or !ht u·lzn/, i ·1,"_ 1•-q S> e::i 1ru6ur (lj,18,~w., "' awµa.:1u1 01.,rwv ,...r N -• afou, am~ug I ,l/5-iS'. if& 
J,as }lt'Sl/1' ·ti //1r rt,J.;ltl ,., 1th11.:...' 0, .. ,,111 a. ayat1ov (,,It,(' ,$cU\u¢8'1UtTa& (= \rm) G ,l,qlU) ,,, OfHJt"'W~IM O 1y118c., 

,~a>. .. it,O~ucru, ... So JU IJI!, !It, I,,, r,<1J, 'tr,·asim·, of .,i,Jum ; G 'i:r<'31 lfl•a· ur, or gold 1-, l!'.i ayn/Jr,, 
{c.>IJC' upd}µor r,1,upt,,v 11- 11 6 ,ii:rn uya8o1, 01-0µ.n ur mCo.11u iu,po•u .S.>/r ,, }u Jo x•11. ~. t.t,t/1 19 L, ioa , 1'1.£ 
nrdu of flu r!t111s, ,:f ·v. 1 .1- 16 dtji, r 111 ti ( = 1 ~ b, c 1 ;;) • , !!, e:i > 1-y r1,,,. dauu = , ta 111 6 
z. 6 ~peace' a-a ~ ltH "'<:' P?JW" J,JOI! h· li e!i KO, (.11.' 1rovra 110C7CV u, r.unu n & .. 1µHTCU C u 111.S{T/s th, Ht/, 
De omnibus ,iii,, d.,clinanclum ce So J!/ 111.:. (= e:i) 

10. the go dless man. ')l~ is often used in re fore nee to one "ho is an apo,1a1<!. 
nothingness Cp. xii. 10. In each ca.se 1hc Hc:br. 11 ord 1s 1:in (' tohu '), "hich in I ,en. i. 2 is used of 1he • wascc' 

of chaos: 11 is also us .. d m reference 10 moral \\Orthlcssncss rep. l,a.. xim·. 10, Ii~. 4' Boch 1he "ords for• naught' 
""d •nothingness' occur log<lher in Is. ,I. 17; cp. Is. hx. 4. 

11. But the name . . . This 1hough1 al the m,·mory of rhc righleou, de paned lx·mi; held m honour "a., the 
heginning of a cle\clopmeni rei:.rclini: the c lllltepu,111- ahllul 1111 imurl' lik; hi. 11,~mu•} 111\,.hccl, ,ooncr or l.,tcr, 
the question .. ts to ditfercmioltion Uctwct•n the raghtc",u~ .lnc.l tlu: s1m1e..:r:-. bc)niHl th,· i;r.t\l' . .t.nd "'' ht·n ,mcc tlu,., l10lll! 
was reached further development of thought was inc\'ilablc. (Cp. l'ro, . ~. 7; J Enoch di,. 4, ci>', 13; T,st. l".ut!-tH 
/'ab., N~phtali ,iii. 5.) 

12. Be in fear for thy onme. Lp. J.cclcs. ,·ii. l, and l',rqe Ab ,fl, i,. 8: 'lie who hath goctcn a good name hath 
gotlen 1t for himself'; ,v. 19, 'l{.1bb1 :,imcon s.11d, There arc chnc crowns, lht cro\\n of Torah, and chc crol\n of 
Priesthood, and the crown of Roy~lty, buc the cro11n ol J g0<xl n,,mt mount> .,bcnc them.' 

for that abideth . !-"or the Hehr. "'ord ,,,:, cp. Eccles. ,·,ii. 15. 
Tha n thousands of t.p. l'ro>'. nii. 1. 

13. the reward. Lit. 'gooJ:. t nJiUJ, tht: -.u11c ,\ord .l~ in' l ft"s gnr.,ds ·. in the: Hehr. chc:re ,s J pl.,y on the 
double meaning or 11~\b: • The goo<l chings o( life' - prospcricy, 'th<" good things or a name' - ics honourable 
remembrance. 

XLI. 14 XLII. 14. \\ 11h xii. 14 ., new scuion b,,gins, which txlencl, to xii,. q. It contains an enumeration of 
mor.al duue~ under the catcgor)' of ~h.111u.:. h f,tll,- intu l\\U dI-,tnat '!illh!i>L"t.tiuno::, ( n ),.li. q . ~ti1. S: 11

) xiii.~ 14. 
(,11 XL!. 14-Xl.ll. 8. ,\fcer ;,n in1mduc1ory picu·•~I,. 14/o, 151 chne foll,l\1• 1hc nuiu part of the •ub,<'ct1on, 111th 

the heading' Instruction conccrnini; shame'. It cnu111cratt> thin;:, co l.,c ,ish.uncd nt, .,nd chcn the 1h,ni;s not tu be 
ashnmed of 

14, L 5. These vers~s. ,, hich occur al:,o as !\X. 30, 31, arc c, i,lcntlr out ,if plat·c here:: pos.:iihl) tht)" ,,1..·rc .uJded 
from a mnrgm~ll note 1SmendJ, ~1~ ~t.:cmio).!' to nlii.:r an ,,ppropri.itt· 111tro<lu1..llun to the ~cction l>cgimung at t•. 16. 

16. The title co thi~ section i, found in ~ only. 
according to my judgement. i.e. in ,tCcurJ;mt:C" with Ill)" tt.:.tchin.; conccrni111,: tl1is subject ; 1!. par.,phr.uticatly, 

'quae proccdunt de ore meo.' 
I 7, of wboredom. i.e. guilty of whorcdom, 



S IRACII 41. 18-42 . 2 

~,· 18 clQf a master and a mi.tressd of deceil, 
Of an as•embly and a people of transgression, 

Of a comrade and friend of treachery, 
19 And of a place. where thou sojournest, of pride•. 

'[Be ashamed] to break an oath or a covenant', 
To stretch out thine dhow at meat, 

'To withhold• a gifl that is asked forr, 
2rn(e:i) bTo turn away the faceb of thy friend, 
21/, (C.) 1 To cause the dividing of portions to cease 1, 
20<1 (l!i) To be silent towards lhim that grceteth (thceJJ, 
20/, (6) To look upon a woman that is a whore, 

\l:i 21 k To gaze on a woman that hath a husband, 
21,1 To be busr 11ith his maid"1

, 

Jll"22t(e:i) '''J\nd to ,iolalc her bed'", 
n, !6) To [ speak to 1 a friend II ith reproachful words;-
22d 1':i) And after (!iving a ~ift contemn not, -
42 1 nTo repeal 0 the word thou hast hcard0

, 

And to lai· bare any :;ecret coun,el: 
So shalt thou be truly ''shamcfast", 

J\nd find favour in lhe sig-hl of all lil'ing. 

•1Hut of the~e things be not ashamed. 
And accept not persons 'unto sin'· 

! Of the Law lTf the ;\lost I ligh. and the statute; 
.\ncl of justice, to do right by the II ickec! : 

,1-1 m;o ir;,•~Ol' Kr:lt 11p~•>1T1J(' fl l?t,lrlill.~ ,r (J!l mg.)/ur ,r ,,, lht ,(.\·/: G 1Hp, K'A01i'}\ C -eo 6 ,cm mro n>.,,Suar 
8,01 11(()1 lrn8r,KrJ{ : JU ,S' ""'' h 11111hlat,,/ I-! 6 mr,, c,1eopa,oup.n1.1 °X'}iJ'Ytwt ~at aoru"'' Rtadiug ~,)?.?'? b b R, ad111 .. c: 
(,,,, !lie t,, ict>/'o """ nr.oorpo</)'}> :rpww,rm,) 'J~ :r.;i,;,\? (Ryssd) H Th,·/, ,\·/ ofll! is partly mut,Jai,d j J So J!l mg. 
k-• Jt! u·,111!111tr u•ill, //1- txaplto11 rf 1,,.0 l,11,rr al lh, wd of 1•. 22 .1 I Rmdi11g ml,); (C()U.•/,_y-N,11ba11, r) 
'""'11 J!! ,. 11u1,I, 11111/if.lltd "xhi. 1 a-d = xh. 2.3-2 I m I'\: xiii. 1-8 n,1111/,d I,: ;5 o-o So J!! : e;; ~m 
lloyo• a• •?< I' ~ 1L ,in,· confusionc: '{', o,u~•·=/P"' q II,,, xiii btg1i1s 111 E\" r-r Rt<1d111g Kbr\) = 
Qi Tm u1-1upTn,cu· (u.•1//1 C 'ooc.·l,.J·-.Yo,b.

1 
,\"me ml): }U /,.1..1 Nt.:m, ( =? 1 And nc<·ept not person~ .ind ~o Uear sin'. cp. /Jda s) 

I~. a master and a mistress.. . Smend thinks th:\t the reference here is to Gcn1ile kings ,md queens into whose 
~er"ice Jews of noble family entered • 

. of treachery. Cp. Lev. •i. z. 
19. ofa place. i.e. the people of a place: like •'11 ('cit)•'), which i~ often used of the inhabitants of a ci1y, see 

l;.g. 1 !jam. 1v. 13, v. tz; Jsa. xx.ii. z. 
an oath or a covenant. Cp. Gen. '" i. z8. 
To stretch out thine elbow. . . Cp. xxxi. 1[i xxxi1•.) 14. Peters thinks that the reference is either to 1he action 

of the arm "hrn taking an oath, connecting this w11h the pre, ious clause; or else to the withholding or a gift in the 
fol:owin;; clause. I, 1s, ho"c' er, best to take the words as referring to beha, iour ; the whole passage exhibits a curious 
,·ar,cty of :opoc rcfer,cd 10. 

zt ,1 To turn away the race. 1.e. to make him turn :iway in anger because the gift asked has been withheld: 
1!. ,1d<s. pp,, rtntly by Wa)' of explanatton, 'nc a,·crtas fac,em a proximo tuo'; but the reference is 10 the ,urning away 
of the fate uf the friend, er, X\'iii. z.;. 

zo f,. To cause the dividing or portions. .. The reference 1; possibly to th,· dl\·i,hn~ of an 111hentancc (see 
xii,. 3). but more probably 10 tht bestowal upon the poor of portions of the offerings for sacrifice, cp. 2 Sam. ,i. 19 
(::;mend1 l'ctcr, understands the words in a general sense as a prohibition against nil(gardhness. 

~o ,. that greetelb. Lit. · that asketh peace'; the usual Oriental mode or salutation. 
20 that h> a \Yhore Lit. • a stranger'. cp. Prov. ii. 16, \'. 3, '?01 , ii .. S, xxii. 14~ 
22 d. C p. wiii I 5 
"- I 11 1 To repeat the word . • • C1>, xix. 7 ; a warning against circulating mere unsupported rumours. 

lay bare any secret counsel. Cp. xxii. 22 ,, =vii. 16 f. 
ahamefnst. ThL Hebr. word used (t:'1~) occurs only here and in xxxii. (xxxv.) 10 in this sense (as an adj. -

' !Cihamct.i ~t ') 

find fa'(our in the sight of all living. Cp. xiii. 8. 
But ... be not ashamed, And accept not persons unto sin. This gener.il exhortation applies to what 

follr>ws: of cen.1111 thm~, 1 folio" in~) th< 1n;unc1ion is to be not ashamed, while some of the 1hings enumerated also 
m,· 1h,· t.h•: appkation of a jmJ1u.1l and 11npar11al mind. To the I.mer the in;unct,on · accept not persons (i.e. exhibit 
not partoahty> unto sin 1i.~. ,o as 10 bring sin upon thyself) specially applies. 

:. Law of the lltost High ... statute ..• justice. The• Law of the ~lost High' - the Law generally, regarded 
as a body or pnnciplcs im·csted with divine sanctions: 'the statute' - the particular cnac1men1s which result from 

46!! 
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Sl RAC!l 42. 3 ·8 

3 Of reckoning with a comrade •and (fellow) tmvcllcr , 
, \nd of the division of an inheritance 'and a propertr' ; 

4 "Of the small dust• of lhe scales and balance, 
'And wof testmr:" mea ·ure and weight•; 

4 (b) Of buy mg whelhcr little or much, 
5 ••And of profit from traffick with the merchant 

"Of frequent correction of children, 
And of smiting the side of an c, ii-disposed serv,mt •. 

G For an en! wife Ta scalT. 
And where· many' hands arc, •a key•• 

i i, l, pan ,1 hat is dqiositcd makl' a mark b, 

And let givin~ anti receiving all he in ,11iting.-
8 Of the correction of the simpll' anti foolish (ue not ashamed), 

Ur of the totl<:rin~ grer·hca<l occupied with whnredorn · 
So shalt thou be trulr wcll-advis<:d, 

..:\nd a man (truly) mode,t before all living. 

"'°"1 .~~# JV Ill/.,' · n,:--:, ti ,td i}il~)) =. (i ""' f~u,r.,,,,11,1v OV /, \' ' II I .• Jll;\~t··t 
1 
.,,~· J l l J! ::~, ( Pn:,\ \ :11 

,Tm/'""" ( . .i,,.,,/ tT•11wv) = t;:'N lJ!! m.:. -:;•\l //,,/.tr, 11/ ;"'F"'\'1 /\'J ,/I Y 1.: .,·. '? ( 11111/111~ ) ,,.. ~);l) 
{l,a xi. 1-;); (i r.tpt uic,u1wh .\11,,111/ tUf'/".111 ,Ill 111p11 I 11,,Jl· :, 111 "'.':'i::• l'to rul, ,,IT.' . ,~ 1 1 
1

-
1 > G .. ·w J11 mntzn ( . rt.id m~·::i) 111 .Y //,/., :in? ("'In·~~)= • ,, 1-rov~, 1.-~,' (,;. nn-:'l'::I 

\RXJt1.:l l, lncd ') '\ WK Jt? (rhJ/1· 1,// /fl ,I, 1j,II, ) ,;n ,:--; ~ .,,.-·: .. ~ "),'1 (i :-:,p, ,,i.111qw,,H1\ ( ; ,:,.I: \ ' 

307 arn<J,op~u = 'difl'~rence, profil' = i•n,;i) "''"'"''"'' (T ... ,.,.) ,µ1r•I""• (l ,,.,,.,,,,.,): rr,,d ; .,.,., ,~-.-. 
:\.-,>Ju. (bu/ J!~ '"/..'·,;)a,~,-~ / 111/ /ti//,, /tun h,1-:.n:: I ,11 111 I,\/ •1J,•111,1/,i) (i .o.m (/' ,1/.~r /, 'e 
r.-au:5,mr 1"UVc.>v 1Tu>.X'1\" ,ccu '"f(C'f','J rrov'1P'~ nXoopns, mµn~,u /r m rl''1i h r /1 rt a•i/lz. l'd,rJ (r/' / ,;•,): 

Ji 0 1:J i::,,~ ~)J 

in iJJ.b ~·~~ n,Ji I..~,, 
(I lit.,~ n1:;i i;, 1Ji:l.1) 

~II 
~ .. ., 

,,, I 
,kill, I, 

I - .. 1 - ... 

,.:·; ~1~ 
/ I 

y-)' l!l o:in on,r ( > o~n f7 m,1r;111t1! 11 1; ) : ('i If 1Arw CTc/>1,n)'' (ll(a~n .. QII ,/,lit,>,:) K 7 So f; r,:""I ~i(h rt,1d 
f,,, Jll n l!li a-ca Jl! nn!::n l!i •A"""" (:'<J1ig111alb .~"'I· rr,,J M!::':l /fr ·/), no f'r:1,.lld1sm 11 •1, t,-b e:; 
• ,,·hal!'!,O<:Ver 1l1ou h;111c.lc:,,.t O\' r {lcl ll lx) L\ t1urnU•=r a!ul \\t.: gl ( '"'' ~ll1r{J,.,~, ,,, LJj,i,&,,w ""' llT08J,1~) 
;!~ il~~n .,, (m:.;. ,~::·:) i/~;, c,:-,~ ""'Y (i ""'J h., , n,t1! :"'\::··:, -::::-~~ ,. i""~": ... ;. = llJ 1 ... !1 I"'' .. t I m11t, · 
am! \\l'i,c:hi' ii: ,;,~9 - ·"hat is ,·,uru .1,·d to a ban,t' 1., · a d, r »it ,. n,z1:;r J , , ,, ) · ,, w,1/ t,, 
11,·,rr,r JU h.,w 1·,,. /, , 1/1.,·1/h l'-ltrs .,,~=-n ,, i:"'~'J ~:..· c-<0 ~ 11, ..... , n,;1J .i;,~, r.,~..,: ~:.:., (l.l I, ,1 ~ ... :..~ :::.:·). 
l•'r>r n iJtl i1:ll,.'l 6 h,.r.s itp,11•11,'fV•1l .,,,_,, n ,u•ttnr (so i:;.1 ,107 ~yrn4 1lex.) JS , •·to .. ) 

the application of thes,c principlt.·s in pr:1ct1cc i while 'JUSl1Cc • .... a general term denoting the ,1dminittr:u on o( such 
l,rns. The injunction b obvious!)· adclres~cd 111 the Scribes, wh11 ire rc,pon"blt for tht ad1111n1su.1tion of law and 
jus11cc. Smcnd cxpl.\in, the i;rncr.11 m~anini; r,1 the ,ersc to be .m .idmoniuon to the Scribes nut 10 Le ashamed or 
the L1w of their fathers (i t their ancc,tral religion) m tht fac,:, ,,t l ;rctk hsh,ons .ind mrlucnc,· 

to do right by the '"eked. , . pro1>.1bly ,1 lo l1c,11atc to acqu,t the ung••lly man "hen he is proved innocent 
of a pan,cular charge. 

3. Of reckoning with a comrade and ,fellow I trav.,ller Th(· meamng apparrntly IS do no: ,lllow feelings 
of false shame -and pride to ddc fron :,etthn , counts, m\'uhin)! mutunl mdcLtnJn('ss. ,,here friends .1!'ld feUow 
tra\'cllers arc involH:d. Lt:,.j :tptly quutt:i, th I- rt11 :h pro\trh. • Les !,ons comptrs font lc :1 bons .1mis.' Smcnd 
interprets difft.rcntly4 lie l •. kt:s ~ rC:t:koning ,uth' to 11w 1n I ricmanc!mt:" from•: 4 l>o nm be dt:terrc by feelings ol 
false shame from ask1n.·~ ,l cornp,.mon 'on a Journey) and a tcllm, 1r.1n·llc-r, who is L1y1ng f....,r tt'te mght at the s:.imc 
inn, who he is." 

of the division of an Inheritance... 1.e. of detrrmmmg cx.1c·lr the details in\'olvcd in the dins1on of an 
1nhcrnance or property (fo1 the Hcbr ~I the l.,st word cp. l'rov. ,i,i. :11. 

4. Of the small dust of the scales .. Cp. !,. "I. 15. (i gl\es the sense "ell, 'of exaCJncss of sc-.ile.s.' CMe 
,nust he tak<;n t h.u the L·x.u.:t:!t:,. ,.J the , ianq.= b o.ut th&tlHlit ~ t \L·n 11\ u llL't:k ot du .. l. ' I he• .1lc':). mc:l!SUrG-, an 
weights used by the trader musl b, lc,ted 1'.mca,urc and 11cigh1,' lit.• q,ti.,h .m,d slonc 'J. . • . . 

Of buying whether little or much. l vnu.,~l xxn. :i;, X..'1.:\ u. :: \\ ru c ihc ,,,Lll!,:c:rs mu,h cu an huy•nt and ,citing: 
are dwelt upon. 

5. of smiting the side of •. . servant. Cp. X>."<iiL 24 f. (- (i ,ax. 33 f.). 
6 · 7. The construction change, in these ,·crscs, but it is not nccoss.u-y for that reason.to tmnspo~ them. 
6. Of the corrcction of the sample... f,\', He 1u•l .1!th .. uncU \ll , 11rtl. the fouh:.h and 1~nor.rnt, .ind 11lso to 

correct the tottering grey-beard occupied with whoredom ; for 8 6 cp. Xt\'. 2 
a man (truly/ modest. fhc lld,r. 11ual hc1c remit-red •mo,k-s1· ,1,'1:~ 1- !llwlr'in llibl. lld,. (cp. Pro,.i,;i.:1, 

QU\ • p111us' 111 /'HI/. :;mend rcnJero 1t • s~111c1 •• [11 is supposed by• •11c schol.irs th.,1 the \\Ord 'E,r.cnc' ,, 
cquinlenl to !1U¥ J 



S I RAC I I 42. 9-11 

(ti) XLIJ. 9-1-4. The cnre of dn11glttcrs ( = + + z + z + 2 d istich s). 

Jl!' 9 d A daughter is to a father 'a treasure of sleeplessness•, 
'And the care of her banisheth slumber': 

I n her youth, lest ishe pass the Oower o f her agea, 
And hwhen she is married\ 1lest she be hated1 , 

, od 11 I n her virginity", lest she be ~ed uced, 
ikAnd in the house of her husbandk, kkJest she prove unfaithfulkk; 

l n her father's house, lest 1she become prcgnantll, 
.. And in her husband's housem, lest she be barren. 

Tl 11 Over th}' daughter keep a strict watch n, 
•Lest she make thee a name of evil odour•-

ti JI,, fl 1/ou i"11g ··, rsio11 o/ 't'r. 9 and Io ,:, o'ltd 1i1 T. B. Sank I oob . 

(= 9a) 
(= 9 b) 
(= 10 :\) 

(= 9 c) 

: I~'" :.:> n,no" Nlt:I nllOt.lO n•:iN> n:i 
.nnonn :.:~:ti ,,n1lt.li'J 

.;urn N')ci nnnin:i 
.K::';n N' ~~:,:.i iii)J 

.C'J J ii' l';'l' N' NC:; J'1N~ l 
.c•o~:, nziim No:., ;,i•prn 

A d;lughtcr i, a vain treasure to her father: 
for f<'ar about her he does not sleep; 
in her youth, lest she be seduced; 
in her maidenhood. kst she pla) the harlot; 
when "he is marriageable. lest she be not married; 

( = 1 0 d) "hen ,he is married, !c,t she have no sons; 
when ,he is o!tl, lest she prattise sorcery.' 

r ·o J!l l,,·f ,i':j n;\'):;)tJ ='a deceptive treasure' (,p. 'vain treasure' 111 /;1/111. d/11/ion): l!i am,, pu<f,~ o-ypvrma: 
,·,·o1d ip:;• pr ,~~ ($0 Pd,rs, Smmd): S • great honour H So 6 S · Jll (defirhn) : [nt:m] [y•,]!m nm:.:11 
(rp xxx,. L xxx1v.) t (& ,wJ J!l) g-1 So l!ii (,rapa<µ.nao) =? "ll ::lr\ (cp. ,"l"ll ::I 'when ~he is marriagc,1blc 1 1i1 1'alm. 
ril) J! ,,;n (' ,1,._. commit aduher.1 ) rornspo11di11t: lo n:rn 111 Talm. al.: .S • [ that she] be nol blamed ' 
h-1, .\, 15 (S · and by lwr hu,l>and ') = ,1 ~\J;:) (so,..-"'/): J!l .i•>in:iJ ,-, So 6 .S (ill t,.,·f d,fichn): rmd N~~ l;l jP : 
lll mt:. n::;m • ,he be forgotten' IHi So J11 $ : l!li ,v 1rap8,mg ( + avr?• Syro-Il ex JL) H Tramposcd ,;, e:; 
(r1,:;!,1 •. ,,1,, ,,, Jl! ,,., . ..:ii-111 1/,,··, 111 /I,,· /r,,m/,111011) k k l!-1 lfxl (d,f,rlfr,) [nJ~[JIJ ) n•:i:i1 ( Jl! mg. ,,..,,N n•:i:i) = 
'5 µ.era uv~por mva k,-k~ ex I'-? ,rare ,rnpa;J_q: Jll tr,·/ /arlai1g ,-,.ad u•l'll, J!I mg. no'bn l!l (P d,rs; and Smmd 
rt•1/I, N~ /ur j!l} 1-1 G ''Y'"°' 'Y'"'I"°': }I). lad:m{[ (rmd mnn) m-111 So l!I : 6 • And when she is marned' 
(u,,•,p•?"''" = nl;,131:ii) n-n )I/ mg. ,-:,~io prn,, 1n:i >ll '):l · (i ,,r, tJvy,rrp, 11&.m-p<rrT'Jl CJT<p<6lvov <fiv~all.1Jv: .$ wll/J 
Jll 111,·. + my ,on ' (Jll /, xi di/« Ii:, : ,., ra/orol I,· J.t1·1 I_ ,o~· 11:> [ D )p,, L 1n J:'l inJ ~JI '):l ]) <H> Jll lcxl d,fit!i,·,­
!h /,,.' 1,, .• c~. ,f.- ,,,.. (/. me) n, o o~· : 1,,11/ me O:!' [1' nbyn joJ: J!! mg. 'x> ' '.;! ' yn '!l =? ni.'1:~ 1'byn ;o 
D' J''N) =. 11:i µ.~ r.ofr r.•11/11!/ "' ,r.,xapµ.o ( = nl.'l!:!I Esod. xsxii. 25) •x.8ptm: r,alwps, ho:t•,·:,,r, !!ii rmd ,·11 1'.:,·~dm 
nn-=::• ( = ,r.,x.opp• i11 Fxodur). L(,.," nods )ll mg. c•-,n:.:> :it:'t:I 1:.,i,n j!l : .$ (· a bad name') = J!.! lex/ 
I ·1• JI! Int Ol,' n>,;,1 (.ro 1., ·1, Pd,rs. S/rocJ:): but Smmd r.-adr ii OJ.' n>ni'l = e:i (,n, <1u<A'fT•• Xaov: cp . .$ 
i:.:-:i;:i :.:·;1:.,111 -<J ll! /, r/ (1n::1~·1.i1) r<1rral,d III l\!i mar,:111 lo 1n:.,•:nm = 6 · t:1·:ii;i = ~·•:in lll Tl/.'/,/ m,11g111 
n:.,J,i ( =? n::·: ::i;) ,,..., J!1 ,v~ n, v:i · 6 ,. r.X?8« ,,.~xx ... (? r,ad .. vX•w) ... Time ht·o hi"s (r , e f) an 

(bl Xl.11. 9- 14. The subject of this subsection is the care of daughters. The same subJCCt is touched upon m 
, ·1i. 2-J !S, XX\'i, 10-1 :::. 

9. A daughter . t reasure of sleeplessness . . . .Edersheim cite,; some of the Talmudic dicta on the subject 
of d .. u~htc, .ind women ;:cncr.,11)', amoni others the following: 'll,1ppy he that has male children; woe to him that 
has female children' (Qidd. 8z t,; H,1b,1 /J,1/111., 16 b, &c.); '\\'omen arc of light mind' (Slmob. 33 t,; Qidd. 8ot,); and 
the W( 11 knrmn ,,nc in /'/l'q,: .,l/1,,//1, 1 prolong not con\crse \\'ith a woman' (i. 5 t. The Blcssmg in the Jewish ~l orn111g 
l'rayer ma)' nlso b,, cited: 'Blessed :\rt Thou, O Lord . . . who hast not made me a gentile .. . :a slave . .• a woman.' 
1,ut the l1.1rshncss uf tone man,le;t m Ben-!>1m to"ards women generally was much mitigated in later (Rabbinical) 
Judaism under the influence of the Pharisees . 

• . . lest she pass lhe flower of her age. i.e. without being married. Smend prefers to keep the reading of JI! 
1,1m ;:i: l'ocl r,f ,,J), 11h1ch he renders' lest she entice (men)': but' lest she commit adultery' is a more probable 
rendering. 

10. be seduced. For the Hebr. word here used cp. Exod. xxii. 15 ; Ezck. xiv. 9. 
she prove unfaithful. Cp. Xum. v. 12, 19 f., 29 (same Hehr. word not,-' go aside'). 

11 Over thy da ughter keep a s tTict watch. Cp. xxvi. 10. 

a name of evil odour. <. p. the Uibli~~I expres.ion • to make odious• (lit. ' cause to stink', cl•it:in e.g. 
l'rov. x1i1. 5). 



SIRACII 12. n -15 

• • A byword in the city Pant! accurs<:d or the pcopleP -
qAnd shame thceq 'in the a~scmbly of the g.1tc'. 

•In the p lace where she lodgcth 'let there be no lattice', 
•Or spot overlook in:;; the entrance round about••. 

1 2 'Let her not show her beauty to any 111.lle ', 
"And among• 11 ives let ha not conl'ersc. 

13 For from the garment issucth tht moth, 
And from a woman a woman's "ickcdntss. 

r I xr Better is the wickedness of a man than the goodn,;,s of a wom:tn', 
'And a disgraceful daughter poun·th forth disgrace". 

In fn1is,· flj Go.I as ,\.11/!lr/s l.ord. 

(a) XI.II. l;j 1.;. l:nir,/111111 (= r +.:+2+~+ ~+2-r-z+2 dbt;chs1. 

15 • I would fain remember <;ud's works, 
And what I have seen I would recount. 

"By the word of God Ilis works were formed", 
< And what 11 as wrought by 11 is good pleasure according to I Ii, decree<. 

l,1d111g JI/ 6 (,,r, r,/, 11/,1/h •1111if"I. ? !Iv ln111/,110, ·, Q'' p,1ssw: fl o, n•J l " 1 r • ,~ n'Jl er i'Ji "' 1 J t, ~11:ritd lu , 
/111<.r) l-t ~" l1!: .s "" ., ft<lb' • 1\.·l ln·1 liol g11 '"' tl1 11 ... ,4 ., )ll ~-~~ ~,: .. ;, ~·.:i·: r·=\ ~ '·11.J• ;,.~., ti':r· 
J '.JO ~lJ'::l ) · And lcl ht·r not he rou111I alKJUt 111 hou .. l, ~ \ ., ut ~ 111 1111./11 ,f I th, /111, {r.11n, 11~ l. r.c:, r 
rµ. ·fA,1r~ , ., ttoX~tt)~ as alsi .$('Re·,· al not to t:\'l:n· ,nan wl1at is in tliine be.at 1 •-.,.. ti cm n, 1ua1,1 = ~·:, fr;:: 

n":;'11/y: J!l n~:i, X J. > s )' ) S, J1' 111g. = G ('1 ayn8ur.nlfJf ')'\~,, tan i11lt1 "'l/( 'I f :i:.. .. N ::1:J".} bu 
}.I':.·,· ma~t.1 ii= ii!;~ ':ru';')) l 1!! /(. 1h11: ·,·11'1 Jll 111 ... (1"/J/!r("ltll/1 n·.:, lo n Jl) i'::iri i.··: n nt"'H"~ r.:1 .. , . 
{i «m yi•v,1,ccrrmux1J1.1o,1U1'il ((\" (U,,C~lfTf,IOf· (l,1/r1 I0.'./11111.:r (II :-::,n 1rJn). .'im,,;rl ,,a,h n,~-"Z ::-ti.ltIJ l'\U::ttng I 

far n llino a-As J!l = (i '"'?1111~11opo1 & (~, f,1 i,,) I b s ::, (i .. Aoy,,, Kt, Ol - ' ,,-,,, ntTOl =~mg.: 
JU lt'xf Dll\J t)\~>~ 1 1.:1NJ. luh/\i\ln , 1:!1y·~ / ,, /.,.a/:, ;,/ (. - .s /1,/,Js (-C :,.;l >'l•H i'i ,. .... ,,Xr.111! 

?"rov ttp,pn ~( &c. >) · ~ah «m f'Y""'" n~oy,a T(l)t' a:p1f&ar<,Jlil ,rr-rc (,11~ 'Y''? fi)r ,v&1C1~): ~ ,,..-,S ,;,~, 'l,"'~, (rtJcl 
,;,i:? fa, \f1t?,. / 1• \!i). J!l m:.,·. h,,_. n;-,, , ·/11, I, J>,1., J rd,tlllJ · /1/tll 101,f,1. 1 .\11,l k.ul,11.: 11 r ) ... 1 \\Ork ut 
llis grace·: CU1.l'I'.) -,Ymt r,11drr Jll I, rt ant.l him 11111 doc1h Hi, plc.1surc Ile h~th accq,",I 

Or s po t. The llcbr term (n•::n) ha here" general ,enc.e a, in V'I, 'place', 'spot'. !;mend suggests n•Jn n•:::1 
for tl'JI) n•:n = and 'where she spends the night 1le1 1herc be) ,o utrance,' &c. 

12. Let her nol show her beaut y . l'crh.ips ll! • ~ln ;rn ~~ 111,<) ~" rcnJcrcJ • Let 1,er nut,. .. ,. ,1 h,k 1 .. t) 

male', i e. show herself, be ,i,ible 10 (cp. !:imend •Nl:'1 111 tl·r meaning' look·, 'countrn.mcc' in/'/,'//, cp. 
a lso x,1. 1. 

A ild among \vives . . . 1.t. ltt htr not mix 011 r.,m, ,ar ,l'rn\S with ,named \\omrn. 
13. F or from t he garment issueth the moth. l'hc 1e(,·n·n~ t i, to d LU~ht1·r,. It ~.Jth 1mx \\ 1th llhtrr1nJ " mwn 011 

fanuli.ir terms, and listen to the conversation of th~ I.titer, sexual impulses ontl d<-<; re~ "·ill be slinrd which "ill l<:4d 
to sm. fhe sentence i:s cou,-hed in pr1,,·crbul form. The tnuth tssum~ f"roin the g«,nncnl 1s a htiurc ot somrthtn«: 
emanating spontaneously frmn within. $ mtcrprcb r.ttlwr than tr;msLttcs, • l"or ac; 3 1110th falls upon a garment, so 
doth Jealousy upon a "oman fr>tm the wrd "<lncss of h.cr fell"" 

q. Be tter is t he wickedness of a man than the goodness of a woman. .\~ Ed«sheun rc.urks • The 
misogyny of the au1hor here re ,che, it. , hma,.' 

poureth forth di,grac<:. LI' , 1] (' po.,,cth forth ,bum n,111un '/. 

XLI l. 15 '-Lll I. 33 This piece form< a dmmct di,ision. Its theme is the prai,c of God-~f God n, the m1;:bt)' 
and .lll•,\'bc I .orJ of n.ltun.:. The 111tro~lu1..lHJ1l '";,,. t; ·-5 i ~d~ f"nth G,._1 o u1Hai1••>k1h a: .,nJ u nm» en e. Th1.: ma1111 
(central) part h,,., for ib sllhJcc.:t the tirm.amcnt .rnd tl11..• .. 1111 (s.11 .. I ;1. th~ llh~m ,,1111- h ~,. the .-t.ar, .and th, r.unlm" 
(xliii. 9-12l, the storm, tit<: ~nu\\ and 1hc h1ur·lru:.t. thl! 11.c-. ,ind t,,tl)" the .... , 1xln1. I, ':!1i) •• \ 1-:uu..:.hHlm,.: it..--Cti m 
(xliii. 27-33> ha.s for ib main thnu,;ht ,h.lt the li~;:hc ... t pr,ll,\: 11un L;m uu\!r t11 (,~r as 111.u.li·,,u.lte •. \i ."\tr:cnJ pomb 
out, the quc~t1on of the on;.:in of the hl'.t\tll, nt the dr) I.ind and 1hc ~c ,, d1,,·s not u,·ue mto th1..1 "rn1..:r·a, trc.ttJW:nt ul the 
t heme (lp., howc-ver1 xl1ii. ~JI .any m,,u· th.m tht..• l:n:.,u,1n ul \l").:Cl,lllilll, 01 tlw lan<l an1m,b •. tml 11t ilMn. l,uJ 111v", 
H imsclf tu be the l.or,l o! n.1tu1·c in the "ondcrtul aJJu,?nwm ,in,I c, unLJtn)' th.11 :ire 111;u111.11m:tl in nMur:i: for,~, 
and life. 

With xiii. I 5 f. cp. xdii 1 7. 
(11) XL!I. 15-25 l::XORl>IU\t. .. 
15. I would fo..in remember ... Cp. Ps. lxxv11. r:. 

And what l have seen ... - Job x,·. 17. 
And wha t wa~ wrought by His good pleasur~ according lo H ,s decree. F11r kxt oce cri1ic,1I ""',· • .-\rcordmi: 

to Peters' rcndcrini: (' and ductrinc is a \\Ork nf I It~ i:r,,cc ') rfNll0 ll ,1n,l 1h,· "1,d,1111-kad11ni: arc 11lacctl ;Ille b)· 11hk. 
cp. xii ii. 33; l's. xix (1he light of creallon and the hghl of re, el.1t1on , t together). 
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SIRACH 42. 16-22 

17 The rising sun ~i., revealedd over all things, 
And the glory or Jahveh •is over all llis works•. 

, 6 'God's holy ones ha,·e not the power' 
To recount •His wondrous works of might~; 

(Though) God h:lth given strength " to H is hostsh 
1To endure in the presence of llis glory1• 

18 llc searchcth oul the deep a nd (man's) heart, 
iAnd all their secrets!• Ile surveyeth k 

1 For Jahn:h pos,esseth a ll knowledge, 
And sceth II hat comdh unto eterni ty 1. 

19 Ile dcclareth mwhat is past and what is futurcm, 
And rc\'calcth "the profoundest secrets". 

zo"Xo knowlc:dgc is lacking to Himo, 
"And no matter escapcth I Jim''· 

11 'The might of 11 is wi,dom'' is established•, 
rrom c,crlast 1 ng • J k is the same · 

''\othing hath been added and nothing taken away (therefrom)'. 
And He nccdcth none to give counsel. 

,~ ",\II His works arc truly lo,cly, 
.\ml arc IJikc blossoms' lo behold'. 

,1 ·d S, J!! (i (111,.rad(J') ,r.,fJX"/"v '·• \, )!! : 6 {in,xad(r) r.'>.qp<r TO <pyov nVTov f-f So )!.!: G ov• 
n orou7!7o Tou· o;-w,r Kt·fHCX" S has iln:.fi::i, Nnl,~l = ,·ni,'IJJ nn~~DJ (s1 rri.1d r.cith Sma,d); 6 TTOUTo TO 

{)m,µoa-m mrr•it• · Jl! Ir.\/ ~" n,s,~) (bu/ inir h, ,-, ,.,J.,or, i.£1dh ,~ i11 d,urn a: probabh 011!;· a t 1art"u11! on ~N) 
1,-h S, }!J rNJS 11:i (talu,1.1; l'NJS c·,, ::N ft,gtfh,r) K,pw< 0 1WVTO<p<JTWP H ,\o J!! : 6 t1TI/JX>.8qvm (V ~ofn OVT'OU •• 

1rr,v (liul lL > 1'0 ~uv. 1.t•hid1 is Jt()/ 1>r(;,:i11al) J -j Jll Ci1'tli1]J':J ;J)l 6- ""' f" 1tm UL'J)')'f'l'µncn..- m.JT<a>V k-k ;l). p,Jn~ 
I 1 > J!l (. fyttC1> yap o Kt·ptor 1ro,1av u311au, ,cm nt.l'>t,fo u~ tTIJP""" ncwvor iJ ttS/•Jr,d Ill J/,brc,, ii; Pdas lhus: 

n~,, >j inil\ lM" 'J 

: 0S1i,> rm,1N , N t.i•Y1 

;, a/1,Jh th, tu·o li1us alsa, r,nd,n,1~· (/ru(y) ' for b<:forc God nothing is hidden, and there lie reYealcd before 
I litn 111 things that come into lhe world '111-m JQ (r({]d111.r; nw1:1 111r:, fa,· ft\·/ m•.u) nwm m.:r,r: = 
(i Tn r.np,>.'J>.l~DTu «m nnaoµ,vo (so $ 1l'hi'ch, l1mt•tvcr, ,1n11ls i"lln!:I = ' 11c dccl~ncth' nt lltr b{'.t:-i11111i1g if lz',u) 
11 c ill m,ni,i "'\j,n (•i'n=' \\hat b to l1t: explored·, 'th, "hole rang<! · t/1. Job xxxviii. , 6): 6 ,,vq a,ro<P"'P"'": 
.S /"' ,f,h, ,n, · .md thr:rc• me revealed before 1 [im 1 :ill thmgs that arc hidden ' ""' So l!I : i!i 'no thought' 
(o,a,.,1,.a = }l! ~:it• a., 1i1 x,xr Hi) • cscapeth Him' (.S • no wisdom') 1•-r So J!I : (Ii ' there is not a 11ord hid 
from Ihm'. /, wu1d (tlung-) .S+· of m.1n' . 'I 01 J!l !n1 d,fi·, !fr, 1!1 111g. n'"ll.:ll : 6- Tn ,.,ya~11a ,~r "°"''"' 
nvw,, um/ tn~~n n,i:i: r r ii! pn (poi'11! j:)l'l :. ,p . .S · standcth fa~t ') Smmd pr,firs tu /'OJid 111:' = 
' m,·a,urcJ ,ff' r~;.:ulakd' (Intl J,ar,1/ldi.,111 fili m111 j:Jl'l . ·o P,t,rs): 6 «0<1µ~"'" = ji'n ,-. l!! Nl:'I in~ : 
(i (ll) ,u, ,w,, u1 (.\ .ij ;: 18 ,t;c. Sah L.1t \rm), wr (N Zj3 .s:~.) 11rc all orrupli1>11., ef ,111 orig/11,ll [~a,] ,,r = 
-,r,i,: 16 + "" ,., Tni, a,wn,) \ • L S o 6 · J!I (d<.fi-, /1,·e) ~S~l N) [ I '101l K p (:o > 2 t b L d) u-u l!i "'' r.nVTa Ta 

1( The rising sun •. , i.e. just as the sun shines o,er cvel'}•thing, so the glory of j,1hvch is manifest in all 
Hi~ \\Orks. 

17. God's holy ones .. 'God's holy ones' here - the angels (cp. Job xv. 15). The meaning or the verse is: 
c,·cn the an;:ds arc unable 10 recount God's wondrous works- they need special strength to be gi\'cn to them in order 
to -t ml in the di\ inc prcsem c. Sinful man can do neither. Cp. xiii,. 27-33. 

11>. He searcheth out the deep and (man's) heart . . . i.e. the 11>0 inscrutable things. Omniscience= 
.\lmi~hty f'""et I Smend 1. ·1 he word rcaderc<l '<lcep' {Jl! 1'.!Vln) recalls the stories of the subduinir of the monsters 
of chaos (Rahab, Leviathan, the demons) by Jahveh as set forth in the old accounts of Creation (cp. e.g. ls. Ii. ~10). 
For our vcrs(; cp. D,1n. ii. 0 2 (' He revcaltth the deep and secret things'), Judith viii. q. (a good parallel), and 
Job x xvui 16. 

For Jalwch possesseth all knowledge ... what cometh unto eternity. For the thought cp. ls. xh. ::1 If., 
xiii,. 9 f 

, ,,, H1: declaretb what is past and what is future. , . That God knows and reveals 10 men both the past and the 
future proH H1111 to be the cont,ollcr of history and c,·cnts-again a thought characteristic of Dcutero- lsaiah: cp. also 
x u . '29 10 our hook. 

20. No knowledge is lacking to Him .. , For the idea cp. Ps. cxxxix. 3f. 
::1. Nolhin~ hath been added and nothing taken away (therefrom ). 1.c. from 'the might of His wisdom' 

(,•. 20,. Cp. xviii. 6: <Jok iii. q. 
And He needeth none lo give counsel. Cp. ls. xi. 10, 14. 

::::. All Hi,; works are truly lovely ... like blossoms. 1 he beauty of creation is compared to the loveliness of 
110\\Crs. For the !ext s<.:e critical note. The Ynsc 1s regarded as a gloss by Schl~tter (it is absent from JI!). 
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SIRACII 4:!. :?3-1:1. 1 

Ill (e.'i} 2.1 • Everything liveth arid abidcth for cvc1 •, 
• And lo every need all thing .. respond• 

z~ • They an: all different, one from the other', 
Hut He hath not made anv one of them 1,u1,erfluousr. 

~:; •1 he one exchangcth ,,hat is ~oot! (in tl) with the other• 
J\nd who can be satiatcJ ,11th beholding •the beauty > 

(h) '\ LI If. 1 26. A'a1tal "( the 111a11ij,·statio11s in ,\·,,111rr ,f r;,,,rs m,.,:ht 
(= I l· 4 + I +,f +'..? +2+4 +4 +4+_1-t·I .ti,tichs). 

43 )11" 1 bThe beaut)' of the (hcavenl) 1 height is the pure lirmament". 
··And the firm he,1,·cn• "puur~th out hgh1·1• 

,,,.;,a nVTnt1 nr18l'I.H/TO ,l(fll w~ u1r,a..A,w,H ,<,TU' ~1wpf}um their flt furl w• ,.r /r 1abfy ,!tu lo ,u 11111/t1h II lo Jiu suc11d 111 

Ju oml dt1tH, JO ,\m~nd 11rrotl11pos h11r J,1nl.11l,IJ ,11 uo, JI i,,, 1111 (lr~flllill a•1,!.l'1J> o, = lL l tnqu.,m ~crntll~ 1u m 
(tll1,1t') : rf'. /'./,1.,I :::-/,f·/J \11d.1IIII \\111k~lt,•,,t,li1l: .. 1, I 111tr11thlor1\tr,0111dr1l111llf11 th«.:\,lrCR c ll ·111 

praisecl '. 'in truth II l,111<t a ( = n~N::11 11 ,,y /, , ·/1. Pnl,,,p J!l ,/ pnt .!a11u m,!)• ht ,estcrlfi thus: ,•;;~ ,::: 
r.r,on, ;,~~:l. /,, dt111 1, ,uu c..1•· U1".'U0r,u fl\ - .,::,~ j"l~';:i, ,,,,111;: It 1>~101 (= •a11d arc a a ... ,rl \\lllCh c:u 

l>L &u·n '). 11111 r11~::n ,. /n>b,1/,/J ,1111f'I. R ,rd me-:~ ;·,, 1•,:1 (I.r i J:rf'f'r ts j"1:l 1,::1 iy rly 1J,1•, 

ban rn11 upt,tl 111/0 •J:,i) (i !Tonn 'l'nLTn {..r, "°' ,,n,. ,u T<>"" 111wu1 ~ (dtfidr• l t, r"! !(':, ~ I 
,;1, ,~,;,, •n Nm , S11, 11./ I ·. I', , ( / I/ ., 111:; fi) " d ,::1, /,•r Ni:, ~ "'/!· h,, o·;:, 1'1111 , ,dmA ti,~ 
/i,u I ,lll ] 0'i'1 •n Nli1 (PIia t/1111l Km ,/ J!/ I rr· I,,,, I ' ' •malt I (1 "' ). !It!·• ,, t/u (~ ... 23 a) 
a11d ,ts 11, xi h11(! (z J b} th. II 1,,. J/ ,. 111 rt • :; ,,~,/ xi ,. 1 thu l' /11011;: drt d,s/, ,t,, " ,.11 , 3 , , :;. xli1i. 1, 

Xiii. 2J b, Zt , Xli1i. l . .. 1/ lh, /of' 1:/Jh, 11, t·J_fd1, r';i, J/h, Jf,\ •. /1<1 ,1~•111" /,, 2-1 (C:'."I'.: 1i:;"ll N._,, ... ~ ... , =·;n:• os~ 
. . . •::•) th, fall, wi11,1: : 

~,o 'l'" n1 , 11 nil . 
.,:-:,n ll'~:,, ].':!:.:•• ·~, I xln •,) 

"1'10 ,i: );':l"'I C1"1'J "1~1i .. 
.,,.-: O'::l'.) o·,;~· 0~,., xl,11. , 

//,111 r,st,,r,i~t: tlu ri,l,t ,,rd,r ,Iii. ! 1 2:;, xliii. 1 • • JI (/11·/ l,1111<1,·, /) ,.,,, br ,, 1,I ):'.:::" ~:i~ i"1'~ ~:i\ 1 J 
(J!J !llf:. ]JC:.7)) ft t i' tT~O'Of(" \ Pf Huf ,rm ,ruvru \.."~O('Olfl ( 

1,11/ 1!., /'fr1 ( .-,u ,r/ l,tf/UIIIIIIJ,9 = )t! ~ h) ~ llll/ftt S l!IU 

I<~\·/, but para/hnuff 1.-1 .\,i Jll (/,.\ ) (i (mi 111: ltn: md111~ ... ) .\11 t111n;..., ... m. <bub],• 011, .1~.1111,t 1nothtr' (trmT11 

~u,ua , ., f:(lf'f .. d"1'& ,.,,., U'Ui). .'::' (r"'ul,11~ 0 ·;~1 /11} }U, o,;,:.:·) ) ) 6 u:A11:01• {B). ,>.~1nn.- (.\). li. .1hquitl ,lcl.',.;;c 
J1l , • 'C' rtc1d Ni:.:, bi J...,";·1 / ',/,1 { = J fl' 11 uh not m.1dc. unl' of lhern in , 1111 ). .\m n./ ,1 "1r~1 [ ""'N:!' ':' 
1.-z Jl.l (111:.,1 . :no) l ::Jlt~ 1~n "'I} i..]; ii? (i iu, \, //r ~ 1111 d1:n.~ t !'- .1bli,l.1..•Lh l"tr,111w1t t i I t111 ..; l" li1 tt tr 
;: · hm one with tli.- uthn (r .. rm~) p~ir, ' • • lie! m~ ixin · [i A,,~ ... m••••• (= 'c;,.,1•, n!, ry , ;$ I ttr/rtl111g 
n.:.htly) · their glon , i. ,. · th glor) (h< aut)·) uf all 11, ,,:, /1! "hok , ,rl, ) ' t ~ i• , p-. or-, ~1'11., 

ijj~ ~y ~ )Olipiaµn l· 'Pov, (1T"f,>ft,fµ.t.l 1t.uO,t,,1,1f'r1rO• • I (.1,/ ( U'IIII ~\"111, m/) j;""t) l.l'.,, u,,i: "'Mln C' J! m,: o·-:::• 0\1,., 
(rp. I xod. XXI\', lO 0'':t:i;i 0>1,·.:) l1:.i 11liu, hlprat•ov (,J,. l.~X J·.\o 1 :\' ,o ("(U W(Jf"' p .,&, .. aTlj)fWJ,AtJrn, n• 
li\JJH•..nt) 11· ,l J.!J 111 --,;,J ~'J~ ti, It tJ1J'111l,,t! I ir:::~ u ,I); ll1u n r <f .:di J.1 xl l,,11 ~,;"' 11 huh 
P dtrs J,r!/r1J /o f,,/1 umlin iii1 i''J'O I l,ur"'ll l1 ~,uh m,tjt,l\ · • ~ u 1po,,,1r, &f11, .$ > 1 h ,r n•rll as I a) 

z3. Everything liveth and abidcth for ever. 11.J h;t • lie 1,. t \ ,o,, 1 ll\t'lh .mc.J .1.l>1udl ft~r l \tr~ 11!.t rn.,... 
O""'>l 'n is common in;"\. It. but I l\\,1}':- .,p11hi:d to C t11d 1 11\l n m tin: ~yTt.q:1•,.u1• l 1tur,.:} 1. 'I lw tt.:xc ,L .. tr,tn,1o11t.'U 
(' C\CI)'thing: li\Cth ', &t.l folhm ... (i .,n<l :::,, It m,t"· )M\t Lc\.'11 .dtt"rt·<l t,,r dn,111.itl•' re.1'?io0n .. tn 'l, : ~ h.:tc1:S I p 

Smend). 
And to every nood . . . Cp. ,-,x, 33. 

~4 They are all different. one from the other. ·1 h~ n:ndf..·nn.;.: or li, • \11 thin~,. .uc <loul,Ie ,•r,r• .. l_,: 1in:St 
another' he<· critical nut<•), hmib the r\:ft.tcnn.· Ill •• ::: :::; t,• 11,inh orJ.:,lm,:n~ lh:u c,11t 111 Jiitlr.l', 1:1.1t I.> ,, tn 
ht! prtftrrtd: in the u:xl ·uf lU the rcft:n.-nlt i, to 11.uun.: ,1 ., ,,hnh·. i·.,c.'f)lhmi,: l), dutm,i, hut )C't ,lll 1hm;.::. 
harmonize. 

~5. The one exchangeth what is good , in it with the other. '\11 thin::s "ork IC'll:C'her fur s:·.n,I' Thert- i," 
constant interchange :ind mutu.,\ d~pcndtnc~ 

the beauty. i. c. or the "hoie of nature 
(h) XLIII. 1 2.6. THI' \! .\IS Pont. 
1-;. God1s j)(r •. l'1.r mt.1.111/tsl~d i11 /he jirm1111unl .,11d /Ir s,111. 
1. The beauty of the (hea\'enlyJ height is the pu~e fi_rmament 11,,·rc i,o ., rlt11 .,llusinn (rf. Jt 1 ,,, 

Exod. S'l;iV. 10 r as n ·were the \"t.'f)' hetl\'C"ll for c1c.·.,rt\l'"')' l. 1 ht sUbjt. l ol tht' ,er~ h the r,rm.unent, .,, r; IU'>C /t 
clearly 5hows: ,lau~~ ,, m ,1 i,ee critic,,I note 1 • the 1-<'3tll)' ".' th~ 1 ho , cnl)'J ht1i;h1 1 s $prta,I 11pon puruy •• I lus. •~ 
it stands, might be 1ntcrprMed of the sun : but the context forbids 11. 

11•• 47 ~ l i 
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Jll" 2 'The sun when he: goeth forth makelh heat to ~hine -
1 How awe-inspiring is the work of Jahveh 1 ! 

3 •At noontide• he bringeth the world to boiling heat. 
.\nd before hhis scorching (ray)h who can maintain himself> 

of 1(Like) a glowing fu, n;ice which keepeth the castin_g hot. 
(::io) the sun's dart sctteth lhe mountains ablaze• : 

;A tongue of flame consumcth the inhabited (world)J, 
• And with its fire the eye is scorched k . 

5 1 For1 great is Jahveh that made him, 
"And I !is word makcth I !is mighty (servant) brilliant'". 

6 ";\forem·er, the moon He made for its clue season°, 
To rule over pcriods0 and for an c,·crlasting sign; 

,. l' .\. JV m:,:. ,.·l/11 /1 1ntd.\ iit:,n in~~J lt~lO t.:.·r-t:1 (Jll 1,.\1 /ms ,n'"'>:l 1.r:io: ? l)'JO ,ru,jirms B(uh,.r's cma1d11fitm 
i11 fir . ,,,r, Mus,): 6 'The ~un when he appc-:ut"th bring:cth lilling::-. as he goelh fonh · (q>..10-r o or.-rmri~ 4'wntAA.wv 
c.v (~tll~t:,J) =JU~. ,,n ,·,mhit,:..,' V,:,,:>J ll'lO (m~n ,·,,,,rprdul l1J' Artllll, ~,-:n = 1 to !'-ec ') f ·( }!l ,H ,t:,yo tr-:'1U ilt.) 

(r,"11,J il:;.1;:tJ). ~ uuvn, Om,,nrrrov ,pyov vt,orr,t· rt'ad tQ /or ,10. gfrifl/; ii ilt An1m mta11i11g = a,cumr ,-~ f.. 1~. 
'wh, n 11<· "at n0<m-t:<l,·' (1,•:,l,:,J : d"nm./rom D'"1i1l,) = 1!i '" l'"''ll',3p,f!. ovrbt· (so i>) b.-h L,~. • his scorching 
lwat {l:,r:) ,-, J!! 1 1,1 dl}ji, u/1 Im (111;; j)l.ll)) j)1l,~ 0.1~ n,!)J -i1:, = /111, 1 ; /111, , • ~·t;):;• (mg. m, ::•1 n~ :;, 

c·, .: (m~. j)'O' ) ~·~, .: (i ,a,,,..,. <fn,row (.to N"~ .\ s.,h: /or !hr (IJ"Ol/(0/II <f,eAauuwv o/ fl N C &c. lL) ,. </YfOlr 

•m·l'aro, rp,,,.~au••>< ,,x,or '"'°'"'" •p? ~ • As tho: furnace 11hich b)o\,~ in the 11ork of the ~mith (~o) thrtr Innes 
more doth the sun hum up 1he mountains' 1!i su_v:fits th, n,rdi11g Cntl, ,md S " uad1i1g n!ll l (or rt!ll) • 

1i1 /,11 ..! /. ,f/1 G md $ ,,.,.111,:.,•I, ,,ad t:'~:.:· /or n)H;• m n·~c·. A po.,·s1bl,· ,- slnralion is, /,,rhaps: (;· / n!:ib) n!:t ,,:i 
"lll r.·S::· jl'.;1'.) CJ?= · (Like') a smith\ smdtini.:-l'ot which kccpcth the ca,tin~ hot. (so) tlte sun's dart', &c., 01· 

(wll/1 rh.- r .. 1rl111.~ nl::ll ef~ t,s/) • l.ike ,, ~Im, ing furnace which kccp,:th the casting hot ' (s1> Sm,11d sul,st,1111/al[y): 
1,,rh,11,s j)'O' ef J!I mg. ( = 'kindktl, ') ir , ight {,/. i•. 21 ). In hiu z n1!i:.:i = hi. • what is «ent '. i. ,. rmsst1t, durl, 
i< i• b, p, firrtd. .For oth,r p,,s.iblr mul,rm;s ,;, r.wgd. 11ott H J!! 111g. , i x i, j1::•, ( = "i1X,;>) : J!l t.-x/ i,:.:::·~ 
(nJl.m "i':Jn = th, h1·0 1m1<1111111,: u·ords /11 111): 6 (str.mgt{y) or,,,~,,. ,n-~ir wf>,u,,,. (N A C: but 13 ,~c. 
tµ</>t·trwv) = ? l1Jcill "i'NO tl'N't:ll (e;i 1g1MlfS "'ltllM}: S = \\'i ~-k 111 j'J.! .11:n ;n,;,:\ (''IU = 1 fire tH 1i1 

A mm.: tp. D~11. iii. 6, &r.): G '.\rnl ,ehcltng forth bnght beams he dimmcth the eye,;' (•m «~nl'""'' to<rn·a, 
nµ.ttt11>01 ,.,</>8r1'Aµov,") =? i'~1 iliiJr, il-i'JT~\. s = Q:i- 1-1 ~ ,:, : (i ..S> Ill -m l!! l'i':JN n~J, ,,,:n, (JU 111~~· 

i1SJ') (i cm ,v ,\cry,.,c ntTot Km'farr,u,o r.opcwv (·~,nd :it Ilis \\Ord he ha~teneth hi"' t..:OUr:sc ') (i >dur lo rr1111i11Sa11ce 
nf J',. xix. o (' tl,c sun rejoiceth a, a mighty man to run his course'): so Lin (.10 tl,at G ma;· hm·t r .. 1d 
nix i"l"I' l'"'l:l,:i1) . IJ,1</ur J,ref'oscs lo rt,11/ r , :i~ = ' his pinions' ; cp. ::\fa!. ui, 20 Hcbr. (/or th,· .r1111' s wings) . 
. ,n P.to", who r,,,rl //,, 11'110/1 /111, \ ' "1JN ;,~J' l ' "\J,J\ =·.me! at ll1, {J,ihwh\) command he (1 ,. the ,un) 
stretchcth (lit. ? surreth up) hi, pinions': S111,nd rtads /lie /we: l"'l'JN nl,J' l"iJil =•And Jfo, word assurcth 
nctor) to lh, might) ser\'ant' (,. t. to the sun): lht.r ""'J be right. S = e:i (rmd,r111g 'h~ the words of the Holy 
Om he haskns his march') n-n ~ ft,., n1:i::• mny m • ni • OJI (J!l lllK n y n J.! 011d ny i y): l'i "'" q ,,.>,?"'1 
ni -:i'oau· ~•f 11:mpov m r'lr (.z J8 i1ea, af'A'lVJJ" frrou,,,tv .-u: r,raauJ [ u, ,runo ef H, &c., corrupt fi>r ,oro,,,u,v): luuu P ,t,rs 
r(.rt«r , 11'1).I~ .i:;,v n,, 0 :1 (so rrrtd}: .',i11md uads: ny nl/ lj':)i ni' OJI = ~ • l\[oreo,·cr, the moon shine:. from St'a~on 

2. The sun ..• maketh heal t o s h ine. l!i here ( = R. \'.) has misunderstood the text: see critical note. 
3. And before bis scorching ... w ho can . . . Cp. l's. xix. 7 (' there is nothing hid from 1he heat thereof'), T he 

sentence m .. y be modelled on ;,.;ahum i. 6 ('\\ho can stand before llis mdignation 1 ') 
4. 1 L1ke1 a g lowing furnace which keepeth t he casting ho t , 1So1 the s un's da 1·t selte th t he mountains ablaze. 

The 'glo,11ng furnace• (lit. • furnace blown upon', i.e. to maintain the flame and heat ; fonhe expr ession cp. J er. ,, 13) 
klt•ps the mcul-casting in a fluid state by its great heat; in the same way the sun's dart (ht. '11 hat is sent', 'proJecuon 'I 
stt~ the muuni.uns ,tblatc with its gn·at heat. This rendering an<l c.xplan:u,on or the ditticult wxt agrees \\ith thal of 
l{rs.:>cl and !imcnd: 1'ct<"rs lr·ss probably: '.\ rurnacc glows with iiuprisoned heat; the suo1 ltt loo!;c1 sets the mountains 
ahl,11c." This docs nol yod.f a goorl comparison: and the ,amc remark applies to other renderings (collected by Le,·i 1. 

5. And H is word maketh His mighty ,ser vant ) brillia nt. His' mighty servan1' is.of course, the sun, 1he most 
wonderful and nnprcs,a,t• obJcct in creation, 11ccofdi11g to ancient conceptions. The crcatof of such an overwhelm in:,: 
,ource of power must llimsel£ b.- nll-puwcrful. For the ahtrnativc renderings see critical notes. Jn the preceding 
description a vi,·id sense of the searching heat of the Oriental sun is apparent. 

6·8. Tke J/0011. ,\s Edershcim h,1s pointed out, the moon occupied an all-imporlant place ln the ancient world, 
and murc cspecully ,unung the Jews, on the reckonongof lime. The year was and is-c,,lcula1ed .,mong 1hem by 1he 
moon. Their fc,t.,l ,.tlcnd.1r is also arranged on a lunar basis. Consequently the determination or 1he new moon by 
observa11on "as a highly nnportant matter for the Jewish commumt ies. !:iymbol1call)' the moon in the 1-Liggada 
rcpu·_,cni- lsrad llhe moon is in 1hc sk)' bo1h by night and by d,,y); 11•htle the sun, visible by day only, slands for the 
Ccnules, and so on. 

6. l'tloreover, the moon He made for its due season. JII text has: 'Moreo1·er, moon by moon the seasons return', 
whi h can hardly be right. 

To rule over periods. Cp. Gen. i. 16, 18. The Hehr. word rendered' period ' (i'j)J = strictly 'end', and is used 
or time in :'\eo-l lc:br.: - the determining point which marks the end of a period of time (long or short). Jn 
Apocal)·ptic it bears a techniClll sense. 

4 i 4 



Jl' t r Dy her (are dcterminl'd) the fc1.\ts and times prescribed r, 
·1A light-giver waning with her cour;e, 

8 ':'lfonth by month she rcncweth hersclf'-
How wonderful is ~he 111 her changing! 

'The army-signal of the cloud-vessels on high•, 
1 S he pavcth the firmament ,~ith her shining•. 

9 •The beauty of heaven, ,ind the ~lurr, arc the ,tars", 
•And a gleaming 0111,unent• •m the heights"' o! God. 

ro • At lhc word ot the lloly Une• 1 they take their pre,c11bcd place•, 
• ,\nd they ,kcp not• al their 11 llchcs. 

11 Behold the r:'Linbow and blc,s it \laker, 
Fo1 • 1'it is m1.jcstic cxcecdinrl in majc~tr'·: 

12' It encomp,,sscth the the.wcnly) vault with i15 glory', 
And the hand of God luth ,prt·;i<l it nut din priJcJ. 

13' ll is might 'markcth uut the hghtninr,:', 
• And maketh brilliant hthc tla,hc, o f I lis ·udgcmcnth. 

lo ,enV>h' ":Bl 1•;, !'\,~~·~=(;"'""'I •• w • ..,. (;, , 111/,,,,11:1 r I r, )I//, t"/ !rodtt·tlh mg. l.:l) o:: 
jlm 'l~ll ,v,,., · j!) "',- ;,1:i no;>:1 i).'l') ,:: = !,,. her i· t .. ·'l'I"' 11 r, fe., frtlrn h r ,s the pre sen ><'d 
ordin:1nce' (i mro u,A,,i·11, arnuw., , 1 ,n;, ~ = f.:i .\. , ,1 I ,;-;-:, t ,, I r.--.·': al 6<g111111nt' if l,n1 
"I ·I .\"'., [i t/,w11TIJII µu1,1•µt1·,,~ fl':-1 1ru,n:\u,1\ l i - {i : •;-~•-.r,: :ri• ~·~o;, /> ) i!.~ ~j-~·:-;--:: r,•::• :.,: ;•~;-:•::::; 
? • and tlil· ~ood ple:l.s\llt of lier ".\l.,k\·r h\ l1l ..... rcu1l' .\ 11d p, ~, s r111 ,,,~, H~lt raloralt"" ~!:'J.• }'.e": ,,) 
r ·r ,\v lll ft.ti: W. m.::. :·1Mt:1 N1,"ll ,·~~·:: ~·~n (' the m\l 1110011 ,, hkr 1, n:lmc r th.it 1t rrm 11ct'i it:, If')= 
G l"Jl' K'l'TO 1'n u1111µ.,1 m Y--']s n tm ''P..""I ;. f, •1i ,111 ng111,,/ m·m ,,,µo'1 • so ! ~I· 1) //us r( 1<!1110 Is ,1 ,gc I 1 1r1a ,,f 0'1 Jlu1J 

f?/' /{.\'/ •·• J!.I Ono ,\,Jl NJ, '\,J (/•. Joh xn1111. Jj). ir, "'"''"' rropo".lo'..,,"' ,j,, - l! 1/h ·';'~ om1/l,J. 
s = (c- \ L JV ,n'""i"l''J l-1'"i 9\1~ 6 ,,, ,rn1Hwµ1,u 0«.1"1.-01• fa:.\.C'.ll~ffW1 - JU t ,. " o./ '"' ~J,r,,~,,, 
91,-.~ ($ = e-r with f,1rf1, ,p. " b .,11111111·•) u '' \1• J!1 ::1:i -,~1 c•o;;;• "t'<1n ::1:: la/11 : or 1,J 

trJJO) = $ '7p/,,.-/, /:.cs . ~Ur~'). (i: u1AA0{ Olj>/lll(JV 1o~,t rrrr,, C, l(Otrµ"~ f~i ,r,t ~ .. b' ;,~.,::..., '11,~ (,. , . .,,,bt:1 v';,i:, = to be bri;.,:ht red,' 'slii11<' ') J!l It.,/,·~•-:: i,'N1 ( and her ~ht ,! ,r • • .So Jl ., 
G-. )!l m~. 'o,,.._,, (:i _./::,,- J) S > 9 JJ] J.--x t'i n ;\<')fll{ u>'w ( H "l'w") = S ~ ~:< ,.: ... : ,J l.,.,; ~.,:i 
(so Pdos) Y-l '·tu (i n:nium,Tm ,mTn «11eµn = .=,-, rir.;:• 1 cJ. ""du. ,fl,.\,, 1w) ~ ;-,~ -·:~1 ,. G ,r111 jjlJ l''J 
.. x,e..., .. : = J!! /, 1 I n::•• N)I (i,,. 1n::i; = • ,.nll 11,s, ,mk down': />, I .,rn. , ... "'O, { , )!/ 111.,:. pt:" (n.,./ 
,::;"=' sltcp l_not\ .ro ;i, a·lnh m11111d,rshod,:::." n,.., 1!/r·11. :i,:;o lo ch.tnhe 1J • n ll ·: : li> 
1.-h l1l ,,(:i:i) il,,~, ,~~): I },t· Pd,,s: (i ff~>{I,, WfHlllH' 0' T(f D\1)'0171J0Tl QIJl'OL• ,ru I/JI :r,•:,J / r ,, ... ~~.:) 
<-< ~ ;ii1J:,J ,"I!)'~., (/. i,n) ,,, = (; t t R, 1dm~ •1:-1::i (j > (111, ,rrul[y) e e S ll ,.,.,,~ · (i. "'I"'"· 
-rayµun m,rov ( = ? 1ni1,.1,. .. \ .. 11h11d 11,1Js) t ·f ,~. l> ""'"':l 1'.Mr:: 16 .. aut1r.t1.'(J'f)I (J'.., ll•h \ ( ,\: '!.. • 1tt.11tn-m o• 
,.,, ll :s• :q8 &c. I (l I/IH/t1l1) tWl(J (? y101,1 r,r,u{ ;· 1111 \fj~U,HU)' ili f!llll1'1d,1 /, -·..,-:n '1 IJn ,y 
n~Jn ( = 'T(t'{IJJI' r-,I [r) ,-,, II, /,•/;, )!J .. ~;rt, @:i K•H 'Tfl,Utc (rJ 1) KtJT .Tlrtl {H I") II l ti a:rrp01f<H 

1tp1µ.aTOS Ul-TOl! (= ,t:i:l:!'O nD'J I , J :r, t,!~:;~J) • ~ ft~\/• • •• • • n~;,•? MS;;-n (~ 111 .. , /* r T t U''ll"'f< l'(Tlt 

i~J ;,,nn 'n-~·; 
"',;,:l o,,, n:rn, 

11 rebuke nukcth ,igns 11 ltc n, rr n1> 

.\n,I CJcdeth \\l,~t nhh 111 jud~ OH 

bul i),: fllltl n11:n, ar 6dl·r r·11.fm;: 

7. times prescribed. · d:ltc, lci;ak •' (Levi). 
8. Month by month. Cp. ls.1. lxi11. 3 (s me phr,1.,;c). '\ote th~ ,ar•ant to this I "C (q>. H.,\',): ~e crit•cal note. 

The word-play in )ll is marked. 
The army-signal , .. r ht·acoiu of the cloud•vess.:1s on high. The rt It an~c ,, 111 1l1e fiu••!l."f!nal r l't uun wl1i\ t1 

in front of the c·amp or army s<·ncs to nmuol .rnd 4.hU"\t lh rnuH~mrnh. I tkr~lwnn ic:h:1i lP th~ 11.1~:'luhi ,.to!)' 1hat 
the moon, bccausr ~he h~l<I humhl,·d lu:r di l•• 1Ulc only h~ nigh1, \.\,h, h),· l,m.l't- i11pp,unt11u.·n·. to ~'l" .1.t:t•ndcd h)' the 
l.'-Ltts a!', a r<.'tinUl', both \\hc:nshc ru:s;C' ~md ,,IRn 5h4..•,\ •:nl <lo\\lt, Ft1r "doth .,,~,ds· (ht. •\,,l"t•t·S.kms" lot hc.ucn)-

'cloud~'J q,. Job \XX\'l1i. 37. l'clers conJel"lurc:s • ;.:,1;u1b' ,·'·~: for ·~JJ-= '"cl\1ucl-,c·:.,."·I~") .wJ rcndt.·r .. the "lh1ll• line : 
'\\ capons against the host of 1he giants on high (the gi'l.nts he,e - the ,urs as opposed 10 the moon'. 

9-10. Tiu .\"1n. 
9. in the heights or God. Cp. Joh " •. 
10. A t the word ... prescribed pince. Cp. l's. cxix. QI, 

they sleep not.. l p. 1:.,ruch ii,. 3~ 1·.\11,l thl· st.us slun,·<l in their'""'"''"• :iml "er.- i;lad. "hen lie c.11lcd 
them, they said, Here we are,' &c.). 

11 12. Tit, Ra:116,YW. Cp. l:t('k. i. 2. 

13-176. Tiu Sl,>1111. The stu1111-p1c~c in Ps. ~xix shouhl be compared. 
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S IRACJJ 43. 14 17 

JI q 10n that account I JJJe hath created a treasure-housei, 
k And He makcth the clouds fly like birds'. 

C. •:. 1By His mighty power He makcth strong the clouds, 
And the hailstones arc broken 1• 

l!' 1 i 1t "' H is thundtr's voice m:iketh II is earth to be in :rnguish m, 

1611 •1\nd by llis strength• 0 Hc shaketh mountains•. 
• r, l, • The terror of II1rn ,tirreth up the south ,dndF, 
, j /, q ·1 he whirlwind of the north'', ' hurricane, and tempe .. t'; 

'Like flocks of birds lie sheddeth abroad ' ilis snow•, 
•And like settling locu,ts• '1s the fall thereof•. 

(Is. 1 11) [i'.1 ='lier) arrow, br:md, 01 spark'). t,!)~"?:,l mnJ" I,,. r~,:kl) i-i )ll 111g. \J31t.,~ = e:; (:Bl 1t.,·t 1~'0S) 
j-j Jt1 -,·,mi lnJ 15 I fi t,) ?"'t'~ll?<TOV II?""' P" k-k JQ • •• • , , jj 9Jl'l : 6 <at t~ntt?•"'~ nq>tXat "'' "'"""' = 
9;:;-,:, Ill/ 'lJ.''l (/ ,·-·,). '"""" = 91:., tit , 1; c. [ P rl,rs rmds .;v] 1-1 So 6 . P dns rrslora Jll : 
,.,J 'lJ~ 1'1J~· l :ii· j)'rn., ln'1lJlJ [ /11 c,r/,1111 G'r,,~· 11/SS. th.- ordo t>f the dnims o/ vi·. 16-17 is co,tji,s,d (as 
111 S;i !,) ; lh, Jirsl b1tt of 1•. , ; ( 17 a) is wr,mgly pload: ,'l should puad, 16 a and b: thus flu nghl ord,r is 
1 j ,, t b a h, , ; L c d. .In, lr,wslaliofl in le., I ol,m·, gins !ht corrt<I ortl,r, /hough r,la1i1111g th.- Gruk 1111ml,eni1g 
r,/ ti, ·nus m-ru JI! le.YI /,,u flus 1111, (ii omils /he lwo/olltn1.·111g Imes= r6a b) /JI th, fullou.•111/{ /01111. 
,~,~ >in• lCJ."i S,;, , Jll 111.,· s11/,plus th, 111irs1i,.t: dauur, togrlho ,nth Ii a : 

D'.,i1 O'JII' ln\JJl ( 16 a) //,is ordtr is al,o/mmd 1i1 c11/01i1 ,1/SS. 
l \'1N ~,ni mJ.1'1 , ,;, (r7 a)f 

jO'TI 9-,M mi:•~ (16 b) o/f;,: ti::. 106, 157, z48, z:;3. 
: n,3101 i1!lle> >1J1>31 (17 b) 

l·~,r >•n• 6 (or,:i;,ital nadwg) /,a, wa,.,,,,,. (so Sah &c alt,ud le ..... a,u,v 1i1 B N C 70 106 157 &('.) 
n-n Jll 111.f{· ,m:i:n. 6 <OI '" onTflf1(9 "'""'' ( = ·' ,, tl,ffirml rmtlmg; ' 1min:i1) o-o JI! 111g. o,-,,, C'JIT' = ' I le 
maketh moun1ains indignam': 6 uo~••II?"" "' <>f"I (= c·,, 0'311); rmd, /'(rhaps, o•,,, lf't' i>--,, So JI! mg. 
(<16cr.·,') • e:i • at His. wilt the south wind will blow' (•• (J,Xw,an nVTov ,r.,vanm r-oror, I rrading 1,1-,":li< or iniN : 

J1°b11/,/)' e:; dul '"'' t11Ut(l.rtm11l'Jl.t) q-1 So J!! /,.1/ p::L~ nl1i:.y>r (hi .. heat~ of th<: north '1 = 6 l(Oral')'lf i3vii••t: 
'l!1 mg. >,v;J/ (=.'storm, whirlwind · · A ram. and .t.·,o-llt-br.: ,p. also Job xxxvi. 33. wl,,n ;i>111· '.,31 should 
f'1<•/,,1bly !,, ,,,,d i1~1l/?ll 'I lis ~lorn,'); ,,ad JI! 111g-. r •r JI! n-,3101 i1!)10 : e:'i ""' """l•ot/>? '""'''""" (= .,,,·o Tl!l101) 
, .... Jll 111.,·. 9::•,:i : 6 wr r.nfu,u ,w8orraµu-u t-l. .So J!l , 6 xcov11 u-u J!l fl:Jt:t'I i1J1~:Jl : 6 ,ca& Q)f o,cpcr ("aru>.uovaa 

,-, S J!l mg.= 6 w-w J! m:i) iNlTI (this ""!I' b, rt,1d nh? = 'its whiteness')= ei ,wXAor An«OT?••r at.,.?< 

view of nature is ret1.ected throughout. E,ery stonn may be reg,,rded ;is in a sense a foretaste and antic1pa1io:1 of the 
world-judgement. 

14. On that account. i.e. on account of His Judgemenl. 
He h ~th created a treasure-house. 6 suggc~ts lhc reading 'the treasure-house is opened' (reading i;j):::ll or i:,,:i• 

f,,r N'1J). This cenainl)• accords well with the context. God's treasure-house (or houses/, containin; the "inds, storm, 
,I.e .. is opened, and the storm let loose: cp. Job xxxviii. 22 /'treasuries of sno,, ... hail 'I; Ueut. xx,ii,. 12 (' J. shall open 
unto 1hec H ,sgood treasu, y, the heaven to ghe thee rain,' &c.); Jtcr. Ii. 16 (' \\ hen He uttcreth His ,•oicc .. . He maketh 
lightnm)(s ... and bringeth forth the wind out of H 1s treasuries 'I; cp. aho xx~ix. 30 of our book. There is a reference 
to the treasuries of snow, hail, &c., and the chamber of the whirlwind and the sto~ in T B. lling,:i;ah 12 t,. 

like birds. Cp. 17 c (' like flocks of birds'). 1:'he Hebr. word here used ( '):V"l/ probabl)• - 'birds' (so e:i) both 
in thi, chap1er (t,i,i, and also in Deut. u,cii. 24 (")t:to = op•m LXX, tlVeJ \ulg.) and Job .-. 7 19:.:,, •,:i - in LXX 
..,,.,,,., Y'""'"): pos,,,bly also 1n l's. L,niii. 48, 0 ;:t:i-,, =•to the vulture;' (so It is explained in £:rod. r,il,6,zh, § 12, in 
rcfcn.:n,:e to the l'~ahn passage}: 'r<'.,-l111Ji111 means birds of prey· cn,~n;:, l)N C\~:.:'">· The more comm.on incanin~ of 
the word is 'flame', 'spark'. The conception of the clouds µic1ured as flying birds of prey may be due to mytho­
loi;1cal a,~ociations; cp. Ps.x,·iii. 10 t' And He rode upon a cherub, and d,d tly eagle-hkc upon the wings of the wind"). 

15. By His mighty power He maketh strong the clouds, And the hailstones are broken. • On the one hand, 
the li):ht and elastic particles of cloud arc combined into heavy masses; and, on the other, solid blocks of ice a.re 
sphnt~red into ha,lstones (E<lcrsheim). 

1; H is lhunJer's voice .. anguish. ,\ reminiscence of Ps. xxix. 8 ('The voice of J. bringeth anguish upon the 
wildcrnc 0 1. 

16b The terror of Him stirreth up the south wind. Cp. Ps. lxxvii1. 26. 
17 "· The whirlwind of the north So )1! mi:. (ill:~ S131>J11. l1r text has 'the hot north winds (ill:~ 11'!!.l/St, 

lit.' the heats of the north'/; cp. P~. xi. 6, 'a glo" ing wind,' i.e. the sirocco. But this does not suit t be north, \\h:ch 
was a cold "ind. 

17 c 22. s,ur.,.:, /rfJ.zr-frosl, .!u 

17 . Like flock$ cf birds. l or this rendering cp. note on qt, abo,e. Cowlc>·Xeubaucr render' like darting Rashes". 
sheddeth abroad()!! 'l'''). Cp. Ps. Ix, iii. 9 (to), of rain (same Hebr. word). 

17 If. the fall tbe-reof. Cp. N urn. xi. 9. 
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S LR,\CH 1:3. 18-23 

••· 18 · The beauty o f the whitcne~s" •fdazzlcthl the eye$', 
And the heart 11 rnarvellethl1 :it the raininf? thereof. 

r9 The hoar-fros t also• lie pourelh out • like salt, 
•!And maketh the crystals sparklel like sapphire•. 

20 bThe icy blast of the north wind fr,, causeth to blo11 b 

< And hardenelh the pond like a bottle . ' 
Over every basin of wale r JI I c spreadeth a crust •1, 

And the pond putteth on 'IS it w· re a brea,tphtc. 
21 • It burneth up the produce of the mountains ,1s a drought•, 

rAnd the sprouting pasturer as;\ name. 
u ~A healing for all such i~ the di,t1llat1011 of the cloudsw. 

h Even the dew, ali~hting to bring 1efreshrnc11t after heath. 
i:i I Hy His counsel I i I le hath stilled the deep', 

k.\ nd hath plantcdk 'the i,lands 1 in the ocean. 

•-• )11 1, ,·/ O'l'V ;::,,• {? "ad ,,u, = d.'7zlt th' [!-}t ' """-· ·1/i • to l>'ind' , ~ ,;,, 11111 I · ,, 1 ,t ;,-~, = • ,lim '): 
e'.A uH:11·µutrn t>ef,l1uXµu-. (.J, ,1,/111:, ,~;-, ,111,/ :'1 '/ 11 .• :I.J n, 11. ''~' j'j) ttl'} I ,j" J: J.! 1 : ; 1-~ ! = ~' 14 •\f\ tJl.-;\! 

awa} ,p. Prov. xx,·. 1. ;) l Y R .. 1.t :,·,iii e:; (,.,,,.~""'") ·v::n~ · Jll .,,.,.,, ('" tlisqu;, d ) 11-1 S, Jl mg. 
1::::'' = [i Hrt l'11~· ~u, (,r.i )'11~· 111, \f/,11/.1!•11· ,1,//111,111: \! ,1 1l::::.·' (, /) I 1111,,11., i1'1dn 1,ljlu,111' / tjt} 

R ·ft Jll O'i''~ .,-~:i:, j''~'l ( 1 .\11d m. k,:llt ll 10 l,IOl·m wd1 1)11\\'4·f:,. Lk,• ~.,v•lir1•: ("it/ 1-.Y ,,/,, : till,.., - ,th 
Pcltrs O'J'J\' i'!)OJ r·~·, ( = /r,111s!.tliN1 ,:i,'ttt ,1/;(J';"( ,·11 /. 1·/): G • and "hell it '" L'OOf'~~1 .. ,1 ,, is "' 1,oint· or 
thorns (~rn, rr«-y_(H7U )'fl:na, c:r~o>.mrt.t.tt- ,,<,Jd 1t /,,sf 1/11 t U'lll rls = ; c,~,:\" ·~~:,~). '" ,,,, ,,,, I I I i"Y' 11,.f I 
)"SJ =' 5parklc ; ,p. bck ,. 7 (O'l' J~ 'thorn,' ltt.) t. I J!l ::i•::• ;1;;~ -;1i r:•~ ,l"ll'~ = n:Y /' ,n ,l'Y 
'l'Olll' l/1,w,rrl·f'l,!J ,,y;,.,,, Q' ;';',\ 11/ :·,,u Ii,) Jll=li tht. ,l1l11111l1,\Llll,l 11tl..\\ (, rw :~~~ 
/vr ::i·~··) • • Rau/it(,' with )ll 111 • ;,1;,o K'::;,• J), JI \J/ ltxl lu1 1-;1;,o i •. i~··o , • ., = • cold , r. .. n. 
\'~it. 21) 6 ""' r.H)'fJU•Tm ~l''''Tu~i\ .. , nf, I ~.\n.1 II,\ 307 ,\:.(., "'al1 &:L • 1,,1 B u11) 1 ,1: ,, = -, .... ~ ~·::.""'~ --~, r.-.;, 
' ice'= . ,,,.,,.a>.>.or fzt·k. 1. ?: m I.XX] :li?1 = .\ r.1111. NJ;"li ho!tlc 1,~t,11,/1 111 Jot> xi11 z". 11,, ,tu rt anJ 
B,1rh,r '''IJffllur l,''t'"'l:i1 (':u1d 1kc ., 111,·t.d pbtL•i '."11 11,/ t{, ... :.. J/J u-,;":·i(= I, s~-:-, • J..u,. '~ htr,11i:· 

'~urfacc ') •hi 3ll o•ip• ( Q,1/ "" ttr• l·.z, k x"ni 6. 8) 6 .,,.a>,, rm ( = 01~·) •·• )11 ~·~" J,ii: c:•i:, Ll::l' 

& i(RTnc/xr,na, o,,,, Ka& •P'IJJ(W ( l(i(Ql ,ru ( = v~:.:,, :,n, o~,it ~·~.J') f .. l Jl ,, ,-, c·m~ i'!; l (r/ N!7i n':<) 
P,. xxii, 2). )11 m_:, . /1a, ii>' 'form' (I'>. xlix. 15) o, rock 6 •m ,..,,,.,11,,,,. \A•~··= "1'1 ,1:1 r S JI 
PY :"\ill'' ~:, _N::i.,~ (i HltTh l'iCU'TWII ,CO'rn (J'lttJl·"''}V ,,µ,,>.,, (.' I ,11'111,1.., :pi':' /·1 •r,i·1;1 h· 11 ~ ·:;·,, 3:- .~t '!) 
(m. Jt'), )J'"'\~ : & ~f'(!'aor nr.nvrc..>Uo mro .-m.·,rwvnr ,).a>)(i,)(1'"' (' a ,h:w comin~ :1fter wat ;hall brin~ ch~"~rfulnes~' 
R. \'.) = ! It' ,du!, i;;i;i ;;., l/il:l (." !',!,,, ,111,11,/.,) 1111./ (!) ::l~\i'Q /, :i-~· . , ./ :)''\~"J ·:;,-,;, ;·;1;:. ~::l = • l·:,c11 
the dew. alight in~ 10 hring rdrc,t11nt·n· (o, 1 rricl 1111.-r1t) .tftrr he.,1 '. ~ \'' i:-·!) , , •,, tdl: = : · lr.i-1t·11111~ ' 
(A ram. HJJ. f ~~: • h:-tStl·nin.i; to rc.·\"ih· ') L-i G >i, y111µ~ al·r11l· = ,n:::·r-:iJ (. rr,1,/, l! ,j"IJ::·~~. l! ,~ ... 
1T1::ll~'O (!'from 111, qui,·tn~ss) H )ll ;i::n ;,•:• J.'' ] (/ ·., j'':' (:• J = '',,1,·q,1>11,re1h t•u· i!cq,' ('"'JI,(.'/ 
j)l:'ll do;s 11n/ ri/hrnt·ist rcrur) · l.l·i • he makt'lh an :\N nal of (i'·t:ii• ,!. .rom. fr ,m ~::/;) · 6 « 01:n"o n,:1.,.,,0• 
(= olJ"I J.!'j';j:, · so re,1d :ulh Pda ) ;,~, 1 ,/./ mutt,/ /.y C11'1i1 '" n ti dauu (= :,J-; .:1o;i) • Smard a/Ins 
unuu, ranl.J· lo J;i, J.-l. G 'I'm u/>1 n .,, •. = l'C'\ t , ,,f). )1l ~'l. (/1,u h11 /1 '/ ~::·1 · fll d Uj1!1ttdh i ... Uhl,· 
aflrr ha. xi. t 5) 1-1 So J!l c··~ ("11, ~ m, , 1:.1:-;) = e:, •?<101'r (so z.1 :, ; 1of, 1.~; I;; : ~ R i i3 z,; 1 308', 

18. The beauty of the whiteness. Or' of it II hiicness' (i. c. 1lrc snow's" hlleness); sec criuc.,l note. 
19- The boar.frost ... like salt. C ,. l's. nlm. 6 (' like n,hes '). Cp. I',. cxh i•. 11:>-1; for ,,. 17 19 i;encrallr, 

And maketh the crystals ~parkle hke sapphire. Tiu .. apphi·,·, .1, Pcttr .. H·m.,rk:e. Ll~i Lt' hlut. tJ,,h ....... "itl, 
other colours, such .,s rc·d, i;recn, &~. The s~nsc i: : God makes the <l")<t:\ls of 1hr frost sparkle ,li•h ;ill sorts 01 
colours. For the compari,on to s:ipphirc, ,p. l..1m. i,·. 7: C.mt'. ,·. q . ~or r; scr. <11t1c;1l note. [For Jl text -
'And maketb II to bloom wnh flowers like ,;ipphm·s.' cp. '.'.um.1111. 8 (~ 23 rn lldn. tcxt) J 

20. The icy blast. Lrt. 'the cold' cp. ~,¥ l'ro,. xx,·. 13). 
ILke a bottle. For th,s rendc1rng c-c rn11tal note. [In Joshua iii. 16 ii - 1 heap' (of wJtrrs) ,s rtndcrl'd 

:-:Jj)\"I in the Targum 1S1r.ick): , p. i '11; • bnttle '.) Fnr 1he conjectured ,,ltcmMi,·e, sec cri11c.1l note. 
as ,t were a breastplate. l p. I ,. Ii 17. 

z 1. It burnelh up the produce of the mountains as a drought. 'fl'• the north" '.ml. Tt.c 'nlrl d 1hr north win,l 
is as de!-tructin.: in its r;tY;lgt.:s: ;1s th~ ht.·. l 1·f the ~t \,intl ·n,. t.ol. Fir~ p1 .,JuLt' of the 1m,u11~ un-. ·, ,,. JolJ ,L =o. 

22. A healing ... distillatio n of the clouds. 1·ur 1lu c,pn '"" l'<c ,t,U,111,,11 ·, rp. l>cu1 ""'"'· ;S. 
Even lbe dew. alighting lo bring refreshment after heat. · Oc"' ~Cl nnrl • hcnt' 1::-:~· - •,1,, hf'.11' 1n .\'// 

arc contrasted; 111 .\"// 'the tirnc of dry lw:u' 1 J-:;;;, n)'.:!i11 1. r. nnnn-,1.ty, is npp, i:1l to· the timt "' Jc,, • ,;t!, ni·:.:·t. 
z3-26. Tiu Sen. The pass.,ge shows remini, ·cnce• of I',. ci1·. 25 ff. • • . 
23. B y Hib counsel He hath stilled the deep. On~ of 1ht• 1111iht1ts1 ,., 1,kn{cs nf J.,lweh, p<rncr ,s tl1.1t I le tamnl 

monsten. of lhe det•p: c-p. J,,b ix. 13, ,~vi. 1: , ... omc -:.~h11Llrs ,,nu'.d rc.td • R.,hah • m ,>ur 11.1kia,:e tor 'deep''· 
And hath planted the islands in the oce• n. .\pp.,rcntly llcn--;,r.1 shar~~1 the hdicl that 1hc 1>lands 1n the 

sea orose as the result or J ah\·ch'~ contlict ,dth the.: dmgon of the -.ca I ri;,mat, Ralubl. \\ hen lhc sea ,,ns o,cn:nme 
and sank, the isbnd• :ippeared. 
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)l!" 21 They that go down to the sea tell of mits extent .. , 
•And 11 when our cars hear it ,,c arc astonished. 

25 Therein arc marvels, the most wondrous of I !is works, 
0 ,\11 kinds of living things 0, P;md the monsters of Rahabr. 

26 By reason of Him "'business! prospcrcth\ 
And at His word 'what I le wills is done'. 

Id X LI TI. z7 ·33. Co11c/11sio11 ( = 3 + z + 2 + 1 distichs). 

27 :\fore like this we will not add•, 
,\ml 'the conclusion of the matter' is: He is all 

2S 11 \\'e will sin>!° praises, because we cannot fathom•; 
'l•or greater 1s Ile' than all llis works. 

29 Terrible- is Jall\ch • exceedingly", 
• \nd wonderful arc Jlis mighty acts~. 

30 1\"t that magnify Jahveh, 'lift up your voice•, 
As much as yc can•, bfor there is still more'' I 

'Ye that exalt Him·· '1nnew your strength'', 
And weary not. •for re cannot fathom (I fim)• ! 

,d11: h h,,.r bun corr ltf'I, ,r win l?o-~,r III B N \ (. Eth &c. m ·m So J!) 1;,11;, (' its Lounds' : Iii. 'its end '} 
6 To11 KWr,lY011 otf'']~- (.:111/trp, 11i1:::,: J,(4 1· .;ug:.; sis- lh,1/ 6 rt(ld \M"'lS') ri-u 6+.c:m (so rr,111). Jl> 1..-c1 J1l 
~n , ::i ••t,:t === fi 71'QIK«Am 1T,1vro1· {<:>,1t· 1, r J,V ,:,, ni,1.:?;l G ~nr,cr "'f"°'• {N \ C 'C"T'}aH n'I"~"): "'JT,,r = J:"1'"1 
Joli X~\' 1 2 111 LXX · l"\l"IIJJ lo t, l,1lm 1i1 a Nt, rd, r,m,. (</', Isa. ,ii. 25 1n"l1Jl = r, ""Y'•"'" vp•w · l'du s) 
'1 'I JV jN,'J fj~~·· = ,u,iso, 0 ")'i"' Xo, m TUl' ( Co,/. ~.pi) . B 1.\:C. f u.u~m n A11, tll Tflt' ( HXo, tlr{l.'i, /i ,111 Arr EL Os J/ll:u- "" 

ATELOS)· .'u,rdmN,o '\\Ork, bu~in<»' (= i'1~N)O 'C'll P,. c,ii. 24} r-r JI.! 11,-i '!'!l' (t,oinl 'll~:)· 
6 "' '""'°' nmm, • , ll/ 9ou K) ;i,N.:i 1\Y ; ~ \\e may ~a~· man) tlting-s yet shall "I.' not attain· ( ,ro).).a 

'POlllU' KO£ m. 11? afficrw,uOu), t-t ln111i11~:..' C)lOl N':>, ,11,d 1nl,1f'rdi11g lhts /,j 1/Udll ' to attain the end' {c-,10 . cp. 
ll,rn. 1v 30); Ihm l!l u·ould = 'c1cn more 1hi11;::s likt' 1he,e ( wt might ,,1)) and not attain the tnd' (so Smmd) · 
"" ,.wtl/011 sw. ,md s111Jt11:; t/1< 11,.,1 d,111,, adm1rabl1 bul ')IOJ is doub!ful • }1l , :ii;i l'i'; eii o-v,,,.,).-,a 
A•,;,01• 1!-U J!! i1j'nJ N' 'J 11)1 (mg. ;'l)J)} ;'l)L 1) ll 4[i ~otn(o"'H 1l'Ot <<T~t<Twp,v, = i1,n.) N:> 'J ;'1,1)) (N) ' J 
nml, r, d I')' rhllon, ,;/ 'fl/Ulw11). so read ,,-ilh Ptl,11, 1lll probt1b{!• 111/rudtd 11110 ll! It.ti /,, 1 r from /rn•1i111s litt, 

(JlJ mg ;i;,;J = ;,~:? we "ill , xult ') 1 ' }!.! ,1'1J !!';'II · i!'i """" ynp o 1uynr •-w Jl! '1ND '1NL O]: 

Ci t /ii ,y) ,cm u<j,o3pu l''Y"~ " ' )!.! ltxl r,J, n'~~~;, (Jl! mg. inil::J , ,,,1 l'n1il:ll. Jil ,/, 111,111,I, d /,1· niN~~l): 
~ 1(:,1 ~<flJ."ftrT'7 '1,1):l'l'n(TT"C',a OlrTOt: = •/llt!ldtdft.\"/("t'&IOO'TOU = rni\J) \\.". t 8) .) h•'l'I Jiz J!.!/0111" r/isfl"c/J.t QT• 

<Olllf'r,iud 111IQ /rc•o Imes: t,. l\l,. zfi, :.h 1. 1; b/o/1, 1i1 s,1111, !!,hr. ,1JS. (ll) 1-, JI! ~·:, 1o•i;i , 6 (abbrt 
-·wl111,,:} 1·,j,wo-or< • 'Jl! l~J,n ) JJ = l!:i ,oO oanv nv t,,,~a-8, b-1, Jl1 '11ll I:" 'J: lup, ·{J 'for C\'Cn )et will 
l-fe CX(.t'l'<l' {1•r.<,..u~u /u,, (fl! en} r C ~ 0'~\i0 4!:'i JCOC (1!.>1ta1) 1·'fo1,,,,,.H UUTOII: r(at/ i.t' //, J!l 11{~ n,Oli~ (SO 

Pr1., Sm,ml) ,1-,1 J!I ru 1t·lr.;i e:; 1rA~Onnn,. ,u~~· c-e )It mg. [n ~;,n 1b '::! (i /n111sl,1/, 1ij)l"in ti;• 
I/it tamt u rd <1 '\,m ( = ? ')lDJ) i11 ; • Z j tlOO'!'t, : t~ vu )"P M] 0¢uc110-8, H i!/ (difc ·/.} i"l,No , , . , . , J J l-, ' 

z4 They that go down to the sea. Cp. Ps. c, ii. z3 (same phrase). 
c ; . Therein arc ,narvcls . . . fhis ancl 1he folio" ing, cr,es reflect the phraseolo,:y of I',. cni. z3 f. 'Therein' (o::}) 

m: v be due to l's. ch·. z? {which passage has also influenced Bcn-S1ra here). 
26, business. A reminiscence, perhaps, of the phrase • they that do business in great wa1ers' (Ps. c,·ii. 23), and so 

10 l,c inttrprc1ed here ( I.~, 11. Cp. W1sd. xiv. 2 f. (the vessel sailin1: for trade). The altemati, e rendering (cp. J!! text), 
• 1,y tt·ohon uf I Jim .rnhd':'t pr,,~1,er' i 1.c. 1n their \',lnou::r mis"iion~. which ~ire controlled by God), inrruducc~ :l. more ~t:nl"ral 
1h11u;ht. wloich not in;ij>propri.11cly condudes the section ILp. al,o tlauM: b). II should bl' noted al,o that the angels, 
a':! C ,olis minb,tcrs, arc referred to in the Psnlm (civ} which is in the author's mind here(' \\ho 1.-n.J..keth His angels of 
lhc "ind,, Hie ministers of the flaming fire', 1,. 4). 

XLIJ I 27-33. Co:-.c1.u,10:s ICP. TIIE EXORlll\/'1, xiii. I 5-251. 
- More like thi~ we will not add. The scn,e 1s rather lame. ;>;otc the alternative reading: • E,·cn more such 

1hin \\e on,~hl '·') and not anain the end,' i.e. fail 10 exhaust the cawlogue of God's mighty work,;-an excellent sense. 
And the conclu~ion of the matter is . Re is all. For the phraseology cp. Lccles. xii. 1 ~. 13. The 

,,r,,:on. li1y c,( this cl.iusc is 1:uaranlccd by )!!, lhough it sounds ,·cry llcllcnb1ic, and, in fa.ct, was regarded by 
I lr. L ,·rohcim ,1s ·, , ·idco1ly a spu11ous ad,lition by lhe younger Sir.,cicle ' , The whole context shows 1ha1 the words 
mu,1 not he interpreted in a pantheislic ,ensc, though, !,,ken alone, they might be so interpreted. \\'hat Ben·Sira 
means is th~t God is manifest on all His works (cp. J!, • ipsc est in omnibu~ '): cp. Col. i. 17 f.; I lcb. i. 3, 

z8. We will sing praises (ht. magnify) ••• all His works. Cp. Ps. c,dv. 3. 
z9. Terrible is J abveb . . . Cp. i's. xcvi. 4 f. 
30. renew your !it rengtb. C p. h, I.I. 31, xii, I , 
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31 \\' h'l h:ith seen Jl im, that he may tell thereof? 
A nd who shall magnify H un as he b? 

.)' 'The: nu mb<:r of thm.,s rnr,tcnc,us is greater tc:H·nl th.in thc..,c', 
•, \ nd I have seen (I.mt) fcww of llis work,. 

33 hEvc1ything• h ath Jahvch made 
1A nd to the piow, hath l k given wi,doml. 

iPraiu of tlir /111/i.-rs ,if ()/di. 

(,1\ X l TV. 1-1,;. r;,mralm1rod11cti,m (=2 +-7+3+3+3 d i tich,,. 

44 , k f .t:t me now hymn _the p~aisesk 1of men nf pid) •, 
"'Of our fathu, "' 111 their gcnn,lliom. 

, "~o little glory• <lid the .\lcht I lir,:h "allot0 them, 
1' And they were great r •1 from t ht· days of old , 

(i ,:7,1X~u flr+wr,u ,.,, ,,,ru, ,,,1(,, .. , To..,. .. ,,. •If .,L.~·: ... , ~;;"'''"':ii:,; :·~ t /' ,,, J l! •;-·x, ~:.-=: £j, f; 'f' 

(n>.1;-11 i'"P nA.) h h J!! ~=:i 11K · e'.i ,,.,.,,.,. S l!i J1 (tit/. 1,' ,) :-,,:: n '.i"J c:i•:,r. ;,, I J 7'/u 

II/le ,tfj,t J~S 11 ~ tJ !ll/1 rscr1/ 11 ''' rt: JlJ C"."W n'J N r.~::· ,,,,d ,1 li ar 1to111klil .. ,,.u·o, ( liul ft /J ~ J ( \" 106 252 

t111d Ct>mj,lul. >) .. 1/ ,s ,,, "11 , "' ,,,,,/ k 1 l> N:: ........ ~iiS G •l01'9f.TOJJ',fl' a,, I I ll .,~r. ·:·::( - ~: 
Ct ,,..,,,,,. ,.a.,<o,, (= ' -·~: ·;;·;~ ,,;i; ; 111//11,li ,t , • ,tf-=_ ~~ '~·;:,i 11,nr,lm;.: I /', ,,, ulm o r,ads) 
lll: 

11 
/\ J!l (j + C"tl h j!J 1l~ ::9' U J!! "'-i.,,n (tt1g-. + C;"" .. \ -- ('j Hrt,111' ( II /tr t: ~X':(l,C 2:;), [ Fi T 

j1';'J.' ;,~,, r/ ~ ht .$ !. S!lli/,11' I 1,· h;i1!, appo1111c<I to them = r:- ·";i .,lr. • l'drr r <1d. + :,1-· P )LI 
\,,;, I, ~~, ;l, /1/,/ l_'i TIJII pt 1,,.\i I I I"/ fll TIH - -~~; /',, I 1 t .,,.__, , ,, \ '''~" 

allot them I nn,I 11 grc11ne,, \.$ • m,l '.\II the'• grcalmss '} q , j11 ao 

31. Who hath """" Hun 
xiii. 151. 

f 1111)· 1 ,t,tm m ~,..., 1 l!! 111111h • Tl 
l " 

32. The num ber o r things mysterious 1hiddtn)... l p. x-1. 21. 

33· Eve r y thing . (,od ha 1catcd ,11 thini:s: ''"" ",sdo:n cnnsi~:< in the f(:ir o t;o<l I ictyt the 1110 chief 
affirmations nf the J C\1'1sh I.11th. 

<'.hapter• 'd.l\' :\I.IX ionn aw, 11-1:nit o1nd distinct dl\1;mn of the bo,,k, h,nni; for their th me the pr isc or 
the fathers of old. ·1 he hr,oes tnum, r.llcd ,an~, lr"m Lnorh ,,, ;>;,·hcnuah \m a series cf "cll-dcf.ntd •cc ions The 
ronne..xJon wlth the pn_u:din~ d1\'ision 1,s .1. natural one; God, ,\h1J~C glory 1s m.imfcst 1n the m1hhl)' (OrC"e :ind 
ph..:no111en;a of th1. n.nur.11 ,\orld txli111, I;,. ;d:-.u \\01thy of pr.u ... c 'k•th f11r .111 111 1h1 lht , t 11.... · l' h1·1t 1 ,t •' 0,. 
men 1hat shine through history, An appendix (I. 1-,.11 ,eis for1h 1he pr,11 e of thc hi;;;h-pr1c l S.mon, "ho can 
h.irdly be reckoned,,,; Smcnd points uul, \\1th the f.ttl>er& nfold. 

The whole form:,, ,t. h1storic1l 1etrospct.:t nl lsracl'5 hislOf) Srom the earl,,:~t age; er. similar sun•C)'S I the O.T in 

Psalm~ lxxn11, cv, c,1, c.xx"<,·, c~xx\i, .1n<l E,ek.x,, in the 3()('Cr}'pha1 htcr.tturc, \\1s<l m xfr 1 \lace 1 51 00, 
and m the N. r., lleb. xi, &c The subJcn thr,1ughou1 1s hr.,t.l. rcg.udttl ,is tloc ch, en n,l t uly rcpreS<'nt t ,e race. 
AIJ thal j.;; bc~t and hi;..ht'£t in hum.1nil)' i::t relkCln.i n th, Jsr:.u::titish rare, nn<I comes to J.:lo11ous c:xpressmn m cbc 
Ionglincofp.ttr1arch ... J,11·u~L.1nto.1 ht:n11 ... p1nl'l11t,,.1m-1h.uhtr~,,\I: h,.•rt·t h, Jim I'- IUlt,, I llH), 

llcn-Sira hys speoal cmph.,si on thr. dutr and pri\'lkgr. of tlw <ommunit)' to rcnmnurr ch, p101:s or the past 
(ep. xlh·. 9, 13, 15, ,h. t. ,dvi. 11, xhx. 1, 9,131, !le also hys stress upon th< spkndour o[ the cultus a.5 the 
,·1~iblcn;prc.:_j...,ionufI!'.'r, lt·l'.s1111u111<.:1d.1tion.t1,t,utl rt1u ... \lnt;c~u, .. u:,unl. lh.dti· \,1w111t1 .. ... r n I.t\"a.l"., 
l{reatest glory is that he w.1s th< loun,lcr of the 'I cmple music an,! p,.tlmod1· li<h·ii. 8 101. This ,s ,11 th more 
n·markJ.l>lc, as Ucna.Sir,\ \\ 1s mcli1itd, 1f -lll)th1111:, to dcprt'CMll' the d1iLdC) ,,ts cnfit.c~fttr.St' Thro ghoul I cn·!':,1ra 
closdy fol111\\:,. tht: n.111,lll\c t!•n·11 Ill thl. -._.11111mc.,~ ''HllfHU(l"'ti_ •• uul 111 m~ l"nr, _ J npturll ,~ •. 1 ) J.I«' 1,I 
frequent occurrencr. It is clear that hr "'lucs highly the wntttn \\ord (c;,. xhn,. 10 ~Jal. iii. 23, ::4) which he 
Ob\ iOU:'>1)' fC;,t,trcJs ,IS ,l1l111JI" I he II, •..,\ ('H:\..IUU~ Ji' •~"'l S" Olh or tJH cJu. Mt 'l , I : 11. UHi~ 1 f ',,lLl. fl 1, 11 t'rttl 
in thiscnnnc.:xinn, th;il lhl' auth111 .. tu•\\§ 11,a, 1nd1t 111,,n, nf .,L 11n~.m1,· 1 o,, •) \\Jtl tit J .1\.\ tl',nuuu I 1J tht 
Prophets (indm.lmg Joshu.1. Jud~, , !"t.t11111,I. .rnd ~:u,::... .1,ut .t!."11 \\ tli l htui •• l ... llhll. :--: II,·. :,...d1~mul hl1x.1;,. 
the Ps~dms (\:)1\', S, xl\'11. Mff.1, I 10\t·rh~ txh,. ;. xh11. lj), Joh ,,Ii,.•). .,nd ptrl 1(':l Er, lt~11:111.•,. l. A, ,1.4'> (,hu 
ZJ/, '.\'o ;1lht)ion j., madl' tu P 1111d, 11h1,h 11;,; not )l't rx1.1nt ,11.tn thr .mtlu,r 111u1t: ,n.t II 1~ unccn•,n i,hcthrt 
Ruth, L;unemations •• tncl l'.rnudc::-. \\l"C )Tl it·.;.:: 1ul.:d .u .. an,d '.'-tcripmrc . .t~ lie: 1111k<•"' n,, It 1 11.llu~u n ru Kl,) 11r tht:111 

The whole forms a c1rcfoll)' artirnlat~-d composition, falling into strophe3, and ~nnsisting of 211 distiths. 
c,,, :\LJ\. t , , forn1::t .rn 111roda1t.:l1-1~ :,t·ll11111 tr the ,nun1u.\t1•u tll,l f, h1\'- ,11cttm,.;111rtli.m ,:tnt.r, 1e1rn~ Uhl 

under twch-c c.:.1tt:'J,,:0T1<·.-.. die ll1ff1:r,nt cl;hn•., ul' t;111111lHt t· men will, h I~ .n t•, lwio 1 I.di. The; rtft:rt:n, ~ 1 .. u, hrnf'l 
onl)', and Joe~ not mduclc lhc hc.tlhl.'ll i..., c un: •• -; t I l lu: title 1:-i t:\.l tnt 111 \1 klUl (., hul i,. ub~nt lrum crt m 
{.;rt·ek ~ISS. t :,CC t.:rni, .1) 11utc ,. I I b pio11,il,ly ~u untl.H). tJ111u,.:.h 1IH l"'s~il11lil) tl m 111ti that 1t ""') he 1n 1rr,1tmnl 
fc.1.tun.• due lo lht· uithor tsu ~mc.·nJJ; l',·tl.'I:. think,. 1t m1,.:111,d 1n thl.' torm • J•r.11,1: f,t tht• I ,tl1ns 1t tn1t11na; '• f ohl' 

• 0?1)1 ; cp. t°iJ.] 
,. men of p,e t y ~o JI! (prnb:ibl)' rii:h1;) ,. It i$ pict}' in its bro.ul, t :«"11<,: of ,:u!)' rcn,icn,J :u c;(,d Iha: n,~.$'r:i 

sce:s man1fc ted in v 1r1 ,u 1yp<.·s ot d1.1ra(tt:1 .uul ad11c,cmcnt. I ,•r the 1thi.•ru.U1\c rtm 1Dh I' taowus men l 5CI' 
e n tical note. 

In their generntions i.e. in chronological order. 
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J!.!'' :l •(Men) who wielded dominion' over the cart 1, •in their royalt}·•, 
And men of renown in 'their' might; 

"Counsellors• in their di~cernment, 
• And all-seeing in their prophetic (power)' ; 

4 "'Princes of nations" • in their statesmanship•, 
1 And (trusted) leaders in their penetration> , 

Clever of speech· •in their (scribal) inst ruction •, 
b And spe.,kers of wise sayings in their traditionb; 

eternal generation,' r-r Jl! Ill.£:. J'1N ,,,, · I& ""P"COVl'tt [ .$ > r . .J ab C' l ..... Jtl cni:i,oJ : G ,. ra,r 
f3au1Aflmf nn~·• •-t lu>lhm u·u Jl! m,:: C'\'lll' (Jl! l,xl+a1hdc): la po,).no.rH (55 106 15;; 157 248 
254 Com pl.; 1·. /. ,1.,,.).,vro, 296 308 l.th: lh, fio,-).,vuo-,a, <>j ll ,,. " mulalr fi•r povXnovr«) · I, [prudentia 

,-u.t l pr.t,·dn1 ' ' l!! !lllNIJlJ I,:, •nni (•/•. ~:i ;inn1 X\'. 18). l!:i mr,,yyc).<orn ,. ,,.,,•</J?rrwcr (but N' r 55 253 

308· &c. a11d 1L+n 1rpo</>'1"0«), mi, wdwl! •nn as •nn aud 01111Jll1iir ,, ; rp . .$ ' \nd they declared by their 
prnplwc1es ~igns ,. . ., )!l 0'll •;\, I& qyoc,_.,..,, Xaov: .S ~nd king,' (om1J/zi11: 0'll lo arotd nfrrfltrt lo 
lua/1,, J l'rlo ) •·• Jl! cn~toJ (· in their prudence,' Cml'l,y-.\iub.) = .$ : il:i o c,,,,,io,X,oor r-, J! 
cn1;p;i-,::i C'lll"1l: S>: 6 ••• o (sn 2~8 &c. Sah Eth. bul II &c. > o) 1T1-llfu« YP<'l'l'oTuar ( ~ YP<'l'I"''""'•: 
~.1h l th )'p<Jl'I"'"") ).oou = ' ono:inJ CJ/ 'lfl"1l '-" ll! n•::• •o:in = e:i rrn<po< A~, (,' orig1110/I, ;>,"l''l' • ""'' 
,•ar:.111/r Aoy••< 296, •• AO)'<Jor ,\ &c.) S • tht wise t:1-ught' •-• )!! oni!lOJ (,p. l\'.-"-11,br. ;'1nl"1!l0 = office 
of ,cribe '). ll! m;;. l1t1s ~co::i ,: . ! 1!lO')J o, 0,90:i (Job xx xiii. , 6) ,,,. 01910::i = 6 •• "'°'""I' "'""'": .$ • in 
thr.ir wisdom· 1-1, ll1 onnr.doJ 01,t:ilr.1 : fi> : ! (tomb1i1111g Id and;; a) 'And 1he ruler~ have explored 
their prni~es on lutes and harps', Fnr o/l,o- pos.riblt rmdumg.< of J!! ,p. 1.t·,:([tl. 11nlrs. .B,1cho mmds srcoml 
'rt' ,r-1 om>~'C·~::i ( = ' in their parables ') c ·c ll! i'\11 >J.' "11010 •ip1n (11v/, I/tr 1,·nrd-p!.1y: pm .• , , • ,;,,n) 
{' who soui;ht out mns1c according to rule.' c,,.,./(r-Nmb.) · 6 u{,rrowr,, ,,,;,,? ,,ou,~.,, (1g11a1111g ;,in >JI: ,p. 
XX\li. [xx'l:v,l 6 ri·l,,r "11010 ''i' is 11rl,ttd ,,,~or µoc,mw•) d-d :in,::i ,~'O ·~~l\l ( +111·1/h brsl ,11ss efG: 
,co, t,,,.,o,-,,..,,. "'? '";,pac/'!1) ..-~ )ll !,•n ·::iJN = 6 a,,/Jp« 1rX01•u,oc f-f ~ n:i ':lr.llCl ; rtad •::i1~0l = 1!:i <at 

(s~ 1,;5 · ofh,r, >) «x.aP'TYI''""' '"t'' • J!.I oru,:io ,JI c·o;,1::.•1 = e;; (loi11/ ci;,'.l1::ir;, = e:;,. ""I'"'"'°'• ... ,.,,,) 

3-6 (7). T\\eh·e C,'llegories of men arc here enumerated (for the number twelve in such a connexion cp. xxiv. 13- t 7 
and L 6-10); of men "ho' were honoured m their generation and in their days had glory· (, 7; it sho11ld be noticed 
that·;,,. 1-7 form a single logical period). It is then stated(,,.,. 8 and 9) that some of these ha,·e left a name which 
dc.:ser\C.;s to be honourt=d :ind remembered, while others have left no incmorial. In other words, some wtrc pious, ,r\nd 
arc remembered as such by posterity (the enumeration of these is introduced in 1•. 10), while others were not, and arc 
dcscr\'Cdly forgotten (v. 9). Levi and Ryssel think that the reference in 1,v. 3-6 is to heathen heroes-the great 
inen of the pa~an world com1m:ror~, warrior~, counsellors, poetsi \\Titers, &c.; and that Bcn .. S:ira draws a delibernce 
c-nntrast brtween these and the heroes of Israel. The former are only partly remembered by their own people, while 
the memory of the pious in Israel never fades. But the terms of 1•. 3 ti (ref. to the prophets) and v. 4 ,, d /ref. 10 
the scnbesJ ,·an hardly be nude to apply to the heathen; and it is doubtfu l \\hcther llen-:;,ra 11ould have reckoned 
any heathen heroes among the truly pious. The terms used can all be applied more naturally to the heroes nnd 
great men of Israel. The absence of any specific mention of priests in these ,erses may be c:<plained by sllpposing 
that Ren-Sira intends to include them among the princes and teachers. 

3. (Men) who wielded dominion of renown . . • Rulers like Oa,·id and Solomon .-.nd warriors like 
J oshun are meant. 
· Counsellors. all-seeing in their prophetic /power). i. c. such men as l::Jisha and Isaiah, who were at once 
counsellors of the nation and prophets. 

4. Princes of nations in their statesmanship (lit. in their rle,·ising), And (trusted) leaders /or potentates). 
' Princes of nations' such as Joseph (a ,·iceroy) ; leaders of Israel (' trusted leaders') like Zcrubbabel and 
C\chcm1.1h. 11:i misun<lcrsunds 4 h (rendcnn;.:, .iccording to the probable origin.11 Greek text,• scribes of the people ,n 
understanding' (sec crihcal note); • scribes nf the people'= CJ/ ',tl1z;; cp. for the expression r Mace., •. 421. The 
I lcurcw word rendered 'in their pcnctrat,on' (0Q\1~Q9~ ht. 'rn their searchings out') docs not occur agam, apparentll, 
in this sense (in Ps. xcv. 4 ,?Ml;) - 'a place to be searched out', i.e. remotest part); but a form of the same word is 
used in Prov. xxv. 2 of the activities that characteri2e the life surrounding a royal court, • It is. the glory of God to 
conceal .1 thmg: hut the glory of kmgs is to search out a matter' ("1:li •P!l). Co"ley-Neubauer render here 'in 
Lheir care . · 

Clever or speecl, in their (scribal) instruction. The I Jebr. word here rendered · 1scribah instruction' does not 
occur 111 1h', sense in Biblical Hebrew (in f's. lxxi. 15 niibo - •numbers'; but LXX YP<'/Jl"1Tfia; ,i:!:1? = "1!: :> 
'bo1ok ', if i1 be a i:cnume form); but it can be justified from Neo-Hebrcw (cp. NQ1i;)p ( i1J;l\i~P) - 'the office of 
s<nl><: ': 111'1'!::l ='the art of the scribe'). The reference in our text is doubtless to' the work of the scribes as 
instructorc, in which llen-Sirn was so deeply interested. . 

And speakers of wise sayings ,n their tradition. Lit.• proverbialists (0'~::rlO) in their keeping' (viz. of 
the lr:•ditiQnl: for the translation' speakers or wise sayings' or 'pro,·erbs' cp. \;um. xxi. 27: and for• keeping' 
u,,·d rn tlus scn°e hi,. i:11ardin)l' a tradition) cp. Pro,·. h•. 21, ,·ii. 1, xxii. t8. Leh, objects tn this rendering on the 
ground that 11_.intic,pnte, ,•. 5 6, 11 here 'the maker, of pmverbs' are the subject (thus im·oldng an awkwi\rd repetition), 
hut the nhJcct1on .•• not a fat.ii one; in our pre,cnt ,crse the author is thinking of the wise a, a class of men who 
expressed their wisdom rn prmcrbial form orally (in their teaching); in,•. 5 /I he refers specifically to the authors of 
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.. t; •Dc\·iscrs of psa lm\ according to rule', 
dAnd authors o f proverbs in LoobJ. 

6 • Men of ~c~urcc• 'and ,up1~ortcd with ,trength'. 
• And ll\'lng at c,h<· 111 their d\H lling-placc, 

~ A II the~e hwcrc honoured b I in their gener~llmi 
i And in the ir da>·~l khad glorrk, 

8 Some o f them t htr<" :tre 1\ho have k ft .1 naml', 
1T hat men m ight tell of their pni,l'I • 

9 And some of t hem lhnc :ire" ho have no memorial, 
m So th;tt there wa s an end of them "htn the,· came to their end "· 

11 They ucre as tho ug h they h:tcl not been ' ' 
And lht;ir childru1 ,1ftn them". ' 

10 ° ~ cverthe lcss0 theo;<: w,•re mtn c,f picll· 
• And their good fortune ,hall not co~e to an ,_nil,. 

11 \\·ith the ir seed ·tthcir prospu ity·t rcmainLth sure, 
' And their inheritance lo their children's children·. 

5 12 •Jn their col'tnant their •ecd abideth. 
And their childn:n·~ childrtn for thci1 sakes•; 

h h .(,,, J!.l Ill.:_.',= ~ ~- Jl! /, \J,> Ii l!~ c-.~,J 1/i' )f~..,h (40 t-,urwtoJ ~ 1ft t 11 1 ,t 1f, J•J \' 

1!! mg {c:0•,:,~,) = (i- 1.t11tl ~ JU ,', 1 / i:',~··::··;, 11 
., ~r-~~ii - s. \Ii 1utt \ ,111 I I ~ r ,.·, .. ,;, ,,,.,,;,. 

ooww,n= 5 (+•du:it")· U~ Or ~r::J (, .. » ~;:n :;•:-:.,) r:•;i,'~:;·;""~ (• Ji,.U 11ffll U io!t· t,IJ ,,j 11 11.'fi 1r 11l, flhU 

Cr.,•/,r-.\' 11/,.) • ,,.,./ tn~;i;,:) n,;:r::·.-:~ (:11th Sn p.1,, """"',' : ) .. , .. .II ·~r::·x tt• 
nair:ttc·, ·1cll m--111 Jl~ ,n:::.:; -,:;i:-:~ i:,::.t·i • Qi ( / ) ) w, .,~"",;\,,u-:o ..,, , •• \ •J:'•Y'·rr" t ~ = 11 1 , 1 , 1U 

tllld fr : :5 > (.Jf,,r df'_:.,'llhl/J, J, 1. ,w,) ,-o ~ O"""'~' :-: I{; ti,\~' 'J I I· J.l j : :;·;-- ~ ;" =~: .. ~~ (i (• l'h• •e 
Ji~hh'Olh dl'l'cf" Ii.in• l\f~l h1"f'II h_11~ollt·ll")t.,1• "' .. ,u ,, uc(~,..; ,a] + 111 ~~.u, ~,-,.\,1,t1.,,,.,, (, ,,,,.. ::---:~, 

/
11 on,vn,) s . and tlu•JJ ~t··· hu--..:-. -.Ii.di IIOl lt1llh •• 1 •• 111 1•11d. , 1 /11 .::,.,,~n ( • fllrl{J I )) I ,, =.::·:.=: -

O~~t.J, , . , ' tht·ar prn .. pt.·r1ly · ,, . t ll'lr ~c· ,.!, ·. 'I r11,,i-.·n~· ( J~n 11/ I 11 rh, I'' , ..... n ·,,. ,, /J,,) ii .,
7 

A, 

($- = JU) ,-r JV (o:i·:J ~;J ~ en~~;,=$ (·.uul tlit:ir fj Ol lo tl11•1r , 1,,.,l .. 11,. 1) ,Ir, 11): fi «A"'>'ftl'!"lJUrl UJ'ffl 

~RTA>a- /.'i t•b';'Jr,U<:/),• I/I thS1l/r/,1 ( ... / ,r/_ .. x,J,olol.UII UITC.,U H1t1 t11;/ll1'1th 0tr...1 .. ) lL(f' /, \ \11{,) litfc1h.h ll•t 1l1,lr 

1llorum '" .. l.L! >- : /.11/ t/1, ~·,, 1. ""' t,,//,1 e"'i n1,/ ~- f"i /,., 11· Tm) l,,,tl,;«ot, (;o-t" T•• = ~} ,nr, n"';,t'"' 
tH,iTC.W ~ CU Tfl Tf( IIO f&ltTWJ• ,,-, Ul'TOl\' 1 I c:·r;:) = i ' J ).'::) ~ ;:,: , •_:~•• _:-;-i,•i : J: ~ l'I , 11/ /,n, I• I :-: ,:::; I :;-... •_:~::, 

/
1

' 0.,1.JlJJ ' ,,11d(~) cn';J ')~ f·I c;,•:J (P t,,-r1:11~. \ =$111 /1'1, ~- ,111d1 ,,,/,, ·.u1d ilitll ,Ii I.tr Ir ·1 •It· l\ljJk•') 

certain bookc;, cS~•lmnun and ot ilcr:-1 ,\h'!_ h.,\"c rr1l11rrcl lh1s prri,c1hi.1_l \\a,.,!11111 t•• ,,ntm" 'JI t.• l•,n .1~1,t' n . n 
adopted by Lcht .ind others makrs the hne refer lo gowmors or officials. Thu, Cc," 1~1·:,; cu',. render 4, and ,I: 

Lhi: 

1 \\'1se ofmcdita11on in their \\rit rag, 
\ml jltl\'ttnrng 1n 1he1r watchfulness.' 

1 \\'i.,t or.1tors tnr I IH·ir instruttlon, 
\nd olliri.1ls f<,r their r,rliccs • 

(lhe rtferencc, accordin1, ro L6i, hcini; tn h,•1then or.unrs ,1nd nlticcrs. 
5. Devisers of psalm~ according t o rule Lt, i. • f>!'rfec•,·rs nf p<>ttry a,·cnrding to rule.' ThC' rtfrrcnce is to t~e 

composition of µ~lms s.tt tot arllti01 ., melnd1t In ? i, cni•nc~1ot1 I l;t, 1...t .ind the g"Jll~, CJ{ tcmplc"5tnJ:Crs would be 
thought or pnmaril)·. 

6 . Men of resource •.. liv ing at ease In their d \\<:lhng-place~- rJ,., I' ,1 .m I, • an,' I' ' • T ', "• c in •hr 
writer', mind ,so Smcn<l). 

8. Some • • have le ft a name. !'iuch ar· a ,in rrfrrrrd to in -~· 10 f 
9. A nd some .. . w ho have no memorial • • The r<forencc ,, t,> gorlless k ~.:•, ,toubtlcss of the nort1,em 

k in~dom. As the { hronickr m I ,·n·~ira 1):1' ,,.~ hcsr o,cr in $1~· n((.· 
They were ll'S though they had not been. ~ ,r 1hr- e,press,nn cp. Jo,b x. 19, Ob.1rl. 16, 

10. Neverthel ess these were men of piety ·,,. ;• r. This 1n1rndu<t s the enumeration tha• folio,., of grr3t 
and r,iou, mrn in hr.1rl. 

A nd their good fortune shall not tome to a n e 1ut '\:1,t 1111t)· \H h' 1lw) h.q,p, .11hl r. rt an tc m tliur Ji,~. ut 
their happy csute {rc.ulin;.., c-r.,.,)l \\ ith (i . tH.l_ ~. -~,> m1 • ,..,H11 to11ttnt· •• •pni .. prt~t~ '• 'llll't t: .. , lnea 0.'1 in tl.l~ 
desccnd.mts' h,1p1>)' ;\n<.l pro.,p, r, ll"i ll\"C 11:11 .. I (1.rtl1f'r dt"\ rinpe1I 111; 11 I l, I he: ll'il m: r li M.fl•Jrill •• s~ ,.t 
sense I their n.,; ucou. nc ,Ii 11 I'll t ht"' Ji1p•nttl'11 1 I huL .111t1, 1p.ttt" .... 11 /, • ~ h.u. lhl"Jr hnpc ~,~u nut CYll1C' ttJ 

nn end •. 
1 t. W ith t heir seed their prosperity rcmainclh o,n re. Cp. Jul,'"· s, ,r,: "Is" ,;, . :r, ,,1 our lm,ol.. 
12. I n their covenant (or cn,c-n.'lnt~. . . l liou--,.:h th11 \~N-C 1:.. .ah~nt from U> lhc ,.ui.&n·~ tn (i untl $ 1.c,: 

critknl n,,te), \\ hirh ,.,n only 1H' t•xplaincd by ,l Jkhrcw mz;::m.1.f. !!hn" tb1t 1t mu1.: h;1H• formc,I part 11( 1hr 11r~1~ 
}tcbrew text. • Co,·cna nt in }h.'11 !"'lir;i't, phr,urn1o-,:r nwillk• dw.,)• n i:r:ac1nui prnnn!e b, 1,t,d. J hc:-Co\'l:runt.-. m tl:a 
a uthor 's mind nre not onl)' tlmM· \\ith Ahrnhnm und ~o.,h, Uut rtl~, thn1e ... ,,th l'hino,, \arnn •• ,nd 1, .. 1,u.t ltp. ·u;a.:~. 
xi\•. 15). So Smend. 



SIRAC I-I 44. 13-16 

I!!" r 3 'Their memory' abideth for ever, 
u And their righteousness shall not be forgotten u; 

• ~ •Their bodies were burred in peace\ 
"'But their name liveth unto all g'cnerations w. 

1 .5 • The as.,cmbl} reco11nteth their wisdom. 
And the congregation dcclarcth their prabe•. 

(h) XLIV. 16 18. Enoch a!ld Noah. 

16 ''F'-'OC 11 \\'alkcd \\ith Jahvch [mu/ ~,•a., lt1.<',·11] •, 
' \ m,rack of kno\\kdge to all generations·'. 

(-• 5·, J!) ~ [i TO arr<pµa n,T,.,. (011,r /01 0'1:!t} • "J!l dif, 1fr, , . , . , . :, On i',~l' e:; ,uu q ~oEa no~"'" 

uu ,~~uq,8q,,,,.., n,,J (i) n[ :it:in !( J:> onp,~1: sq J.t'·•i (Sm,ml thin~. 1/11" ar, /a111t lrt1a., of ,, n ( wh,,h 
m~, /, n al 11J ,if lou) · Si1101d 1t<1ds :in~n • Pda ,, fi•llow111~· e:; 11::,:• ~, 0, 1:i: 1 ' ., lll d,jirtin 
[ l!l::'~l Dl lS[ ::·:i , . , .. · lei rn awµo <nTc.i• •• "I'?"? «a<f,q • vad u•tlh Pd,r• · l!lDNJ 01;::::i on·,? (so ~) •-..- J!l 
d'l'·•l: .. { .,,,\ ,,, <o,i •• , • , (i Cut T<J t'WOpa OVTW.-, (!/ fl~ ')"fHOi : / ·ad ,n, j\1' •n 00: l = $ • x -S ~ ftXf> ; 

l111 W. ,,, •• /J,11 : :'i1? ,~e· on~;,rn .,,1i, ;,J::•n Ont;t,~n = e:; (.>..cm, = n,11). ~ > /i11, 1 : 111 "'" .! = e:; 1111,/ Jt! i 1/1( 

,.1, le , , = "x,x 10) r , .. 16 1<•,111/Ji,g ,i, .s • , Jl! r,;,:,;1 " 011 1:>nn:-.1 O'"n NL ~o,] 11m {/,,r, 
I 1: 0 :n ~ ~•:! 1111t1f /., ,/./,!,,/: m111.-111f1t,11111, \"I..,, ), g,11111i1, }I,/,,. I, 1/· ' l ·.nod, "alkcd "id, Jah,cl, [.,nd 
w" ta.ken']= 5 i-:...,,r "·~p<aTr/au, ""t"o/ (so L:'lo.X (,en. v. z~) , ,11 ,,,.,,..eq (llu l,ul word · and wa~ taken' is 
f,rn1,,tb!r "" ,,d,IJ/1011 lo Iii, or);i11al I, \'I· u n .. , 1. 11nt,). ~ • .\n j!J ,1, 1 , ,, :, mn n•~ : e:; .\n example of 
rqa·nla11t,· lo ,ill generation, (,mi<l .. yµo I'"""'""''"" yornn) I I J.! /,xi :,:,;i n11:> (J!l mr ' :i ,.,. MJl:l): 
i!i ,.. '"'~ 0 n~r ll1 •r\mn : <ri ""'"n"YI'" (.S ' he was taken in exchange for the "orld ') 1-J So 

13. Their memory abideth for ever. Cp. xxxix. , ,/, 
t 4 But their name liveth unto all generations. ~ xxxix. 9 d. 
15 "xix. 10 (see notes there). 
(!' XII\. 16 18. E:<OCH \XII \:O.\ll 
, 1 .• Enoch walked with Jahv«h [and was taken]. The phraseology is a rcmin,sccnce of (,en."' 24 1for the 

1cx1 cp. cnt1cal note). The last word rendered 'and was taken' is probably an addition to the original form of the 
text; it overloads the line ~nd spoils the rh)thm (so Schlauer and Smend; the l,lller scholar points out that xlix. 10, 
which uses the same phr.,se of lnoch, implies that his being' taken' has not previously been mentioned. Sec further 
nc,te.s on xlix. 10). 

A miracle of knowledge t o all ge11erations. So J!!. 15 h.,s ',11\ c,.u11plc of repentance to the .;cncrallons •. 
The translation of G rctlects in an interesting way the influence of contro,.ersy. J\t an early period Enoch li\'ed in 
popular legend a, ;i heroic ngurc "hose destiny '"" glonfied by LCld, These features receivtd elaborate and 
cxai;;;cr.1tc<i dc,dupmcnt m the circles of the .,poCJ.lyp1i,1s: thus Lnoch's "isdom .. , f~ature that bc.loni:s lo the oldc:sl 
form of the tradition (cp. Ezek. xxviii. 3 f., where read 'l:.noch •for• Daniel'; so a lso in E,ek. xi,. q, 201), recei,es 
cl.Lhor.ltc dc:n:.lopmcnt m the apoc.dyptir Lno~hil.: literature (.cp. espec1~lly 2 Enoch I, and Fnoch becomes the cxcmphu 
of pie1y and wisdom, the friend and confidant of C,od, and the accredited revealer of dh ine secrets 10 men.' 
A~,,in,1 this, as it ,eemccl, exaggerated estimate there "as ,aiscd a prOlcM m J{abbinical circles which is rcAccted 
in ,umc of the early Rabbinical litcrnture. 1 hus in the .1/zilrns/, r11b6,, on C.cn. "· ~4 the idea that Lnoch was 
1r.1nsla1cd \\ithuut dying is expressly refuted• \contrJst the Christian ,iew in Heb."'· 5). t\nother view, reflected 
in \\ isd. iv. 10- 14, was that Enoch had been incoi;sbtent in his piety, and was removed I? by death) before hrs ume, 
in onkr l11.~t he mi~ht not fa!~ Ullo further sm (' he w .15 ~auc,ht aw~lY lest\\ ickednc-.s. ~hould chan~e h1!t understanding·,. 
Cp .. 11-.o l'h1lo1 d,· 4-l/,,-,,l1t1111,1,f 3. where· hl" \\,t:, nut· i:, cxpl«im:d to nu·an that his fonm:r bl,1meworthy lire w.ts wiped out 
and effaced, being no longer' found'. In \!i's version of our te,ct, therefore, the influence of a latrr exegesis "hich had 
made its"·'). lll .\lc\andr1;t h tt.1n~.1blc. In }It on the other h.1nd, \\·luch repre~nts the text oft he orig.in.ti ~,uthor, one 
prin11t1n: tt:.,turc of the Enoch-tr;1ci1t1on lus been reuincd, \·iz. hts \\On<lerful knowledge. Ben-~ir.i, like SOfftC of the 
J;itct R,t!,bi,, "uuld 11nt h,ne been predisposed hJ e,-;,~geratc unduly the d•ims of Enoch in ih<.: apocalyptic direction. 
:-:or in f,lll, ha, he tlone so. Sec further on xlix. q .. md cp. Frankel, u,.b,•r d,·JI Ei11Jluss ,i,1 /m/<1It111isdu11 E~·,-g,·sr, 
p. 44 r. 

I It shnul,I he ;ulclcd that in the Targ. of Pseudo-Jonathan (on Cen. , •. 24) the old popular \'ic-w of Enoch reappears. 
H~ i-; r<:prc..-sentl"d as .t pinu:, worshippt.:r of the true (~od, \\ho \\:as trnnsfated to bca,en, a_nd received the names a!1d 
oft1Ccs ol J114 /,1/nw .md t 1;real s,ribe' !S,tfr, r11!,t,,,1. This doubtless wns m:1.d<: p05!iilhle after controu~r:,y (wath 
Christians' had erased.) 

1 Cp. on this point Ell, s. v. 'Enoch', 
' ,\, < he) nc points nut (Ioli,,.,. · Cnoch '), the EnoclHmdition shows traces of sol.1r origin: 'A child of the 

., o.dl-s.t.cm;.: •, :-un muM be w1,c <Hi wc:ll as piou:.;.' 'I his prim1ti\ c idea 1,1,·•ll account for the later de1,·elopments atcording 
to "hich l.noch l\as the inventor of writing, arithmetic, and astronomy ( cp./ubilus, ch. iv). 

~ In th•· ~llHL p.assa_ge it i!I 3-dic.l that he Jud hct·n reckoned amon.; )inn'-'rs. and wa~ !-.Cill inconsistent in his piety. 
nnd tlul c;oJ s.ml tf he continued pious He would take hun out of the world. Cp. \\isd. i\'. 10-14. Targ. Onq. s.,ys: 
· God made him to die.' 
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S IRACll 4•J. 1; :n 

1 i N O.\ll the rightcou~ was found blaml:!cs~; 
b In the season of destruct ion L he became ' the continu,1tor ' · 

dFor his sake there was a rc111nanl 'i, ' 
0 And by reason or the covenant ,dth him I he F lood ceasc·d •. 

18 rRy an eternal i,ign ' •(God) concluded it • with lum, 
Not to destroy (again) all nc h • 

(c) Xl I\ 19 21 • .,1bmha111,Is,1t1c,t111d j aro (.3+3+ 1 + 3 distichs). 

IQ A BRAIIA", ' the fathLr of a multitude of nations', 
JTarnish..:d not his glorr>, 

20 \Vho k..:pl the commandment of the :'11,ist I Iig h, 
And enterul mto a C'l\'erunt \\ 1th I li,n. 

~ r n his nc,h" I le erigravlcl him an or<lrn,rncc, 
A nd m trial he was found farthful. 

21 Thcrdorc with an oath He promi,ecl him I 
"'' T o bkssm 11 thc natiunsn in his su·d', 

"T o multiply him ' as the dust of the ..:,1rth••"•, 
.\nd to ex.ill hi, >Lt:<l · as tht' sl. ,rs'; 

'' To cause them to inherit 'from sea to fc,,, 
And from the Ri~·cr lo the ends of the earth · 

J!J = $ {i ~II T'Ot'TIJ ( J T (,111 TOI"°''= lV ,, ,.:1::.:?) 'l'"'1~1 1((17'0).(µ}111 ':'~ ~ (~ f t,'lfl'1li.)· t1/t,r OlTQ).).,ry,-.11 • 

tf'. _$ 111 D:'t) ~ ~ ~1~,:0 "'1n \n•..,~J• (i- trn T'Qt,T1J (rrldJlf[! \.,'Jj,r:: /nr \;•r - ~:) t/U'ff • .Jf',1, ).11r~C·~ {f f,1rcJ .. 

/hi,,.\ 1) fr.\. l!t .:::~;..· 1-:~:-:J {i ,,,I},, ... ., ,uwu,~ ~- :S,;: h·i:) ~~ '"" ,, ~-- : 11: T n 
• ~ l!/ /, 1-/ Ti'Ul = (i ,~,8,1,,., J!I ' M"'::l s; ,·, 11./.,s //,,Im,: • ·111 0,\1 h c;oJ '" .. lo I :1 I ,r II th. h G + 
«u r n.r~va-µ~ i ~ + ,,,yof (~•ym 1r11n111). . J-J .,1, W. (/It.• Put not in his honour in\ hit n,.,h ) , "':;~:: jn; :it~ 
cm::: · ~ ,,n,I lhrrt 11,h trut !·Ill lll) J,k1111;Jr III I 1, honour ill: 'l'i ,a, •• 1 ,v,.ti1 o,. ... ,. {rnd ,..,,.o,) •• •? &,~. 
! ~ "'~ ·~1, f,1 ci•.:, / p .. , I • .:o I L (i + a:m ( .. ,., ,r, ,., uVTIJt') tut 1!. anJ a 1111mbtr if &rttl, J1a• ( 1 ch 

1,;.:; l ,lj; 2:4 X 2.i.~). al.• ~rro- llex, >uu ( .. r/i1 J!! r,, ~ ) • I ~ ,S tr"'I:-: = G •OTIJa,vcaT¥ =- ~ •J.s.surtd 
}1im •. Ill lr·ll/1. t'.., = 'lO '."1\H',U , S,,.. .$ /Je1i '(,()t_l S\\UrC lo !um IH m .\j J.l ~ un~oy,rA,ro,, SO ~ (I~( :-4ts 
""~•)'"• == l!/) 11 "Sa i!! <1,u/ (i i; '.tll 11,c peopi('~ 01 Ille •·~!Iii• > .\o ti uud ~ l.z,: ~ · >II. /11u 
u•i/1, lll~ I· ·1• S Co (,f'. (;en. xia. t,) !i, a, th,· , 111d ot 1lie st·J · (,p. r" r.. xxi1. 1;) ,, (; +. , {Ir , d111,; \ 
lut W. ::: > ~m 

17 Noah t he rig h teous. Lp. 1,cn. ,, 9, ,i,. 1 (Heb. xo 
I n tht: ~caso n of de~tnu;tlo n h t: became: the contin ua to r . 'l". ,, 1..·r!O 111. ht ,1111• ., .. nm, • 'i"'"" 

,i ,-j X>,." )'l"•i, T he na,., m, .minr " ' rhc llebr.-w word rend :red• conrinuat'lr' has bten the sub;cc of much discussion. 

Its lttrm (=r:>nnt bi, ~i111il.tr tu Slit l lllil nou11•(1 1f!ll.Lll111i ... 1 ... "111! ~:':. 1', l:!'Uplt:' •• rnd It M·tm lu .. -..t •01 Ill\,~ nCJIMltl~ 

from lhc II ifil of the ,·crb ('l'~n, as i1 i< used in job , i\'. 7 'tr1 put forth fresh branches', • sprou ag.,in '. So hrrc r"ic 
noun would mc.tn 1contint; .uo1 ·cntwcr'(onc \\ho stans lhc rare afrcsht ( o,\ley•~cub.,•Jcr rt·ndrr • ucct-~M)r, .and 
in rhc G loss.iry this 1s cxpl.110,·d , folio" 'i.t·. hum rnrty 11,largc pe11s.h~d. Lut :,; ,~h "as sp.ucd to carr)' on rhc 
~uccess1oa and keep 1he ra« ah c' . x, '"'· 8 'm :<l\'I, 1:: =i•:-nn 1s prob·,bly " wrbal fom,. \\ ,•h this mca'lrng 
cp. th e use of tht \ 'Clb m Hcb1 ·\,. :;·t..r - to 1·tusc to comt n pliK•· n(', 'to make to succcrd,' Is. 11 Q: in Ar;.1m 
N~1,r.n • 'suhslltmc', ·u:pn .. ·~<:n Lt,,. hr.au ... ~ 1 • J1jk. xi. 1;f, L '11 .;.e~ the \\1 ,l 1tn1J I- up 1,, r t"'I aw-
passage : ~ .At the t ime o r destruction there ,~a,;; a change (a rc,,ar .. ~. o, cumpcus.:uionl 1

• ScC' furtl:cr Cowlcy·~tubaucr 
m J(JR, ix. 563. 

ceased. i.e . prob.-.bly ·1,cd to come ""Y more, was nol to be rq,e .. ted (so::- undcrst .. nds tre meaning ng"lly). 
18. By an eternal sign . . . Cp. x iii,. 6, (,en. rx. ll f., ~111. 1, 

Not to destroy 1again) all fle!oh. Cp. < ,rn. \x. 1 5. 
fr) XLI \. 19 .. 23. A m·.H.\ \ I, lsMl \:<I> }\COil. 
19. A braham,· the fall tt!r of R multitude o t nution~ l p. l c n. \\It, J f. t.\ 1.: I . , x, 51. ,r-; I \~ rah.,m ""·'' i1 

great fathe:r of a multttm.lc', ..,\ 1 t:0111l1mc with thh tlw 1ltlu.-r cxpL,11.ction ut the n.11nc \l,r.1.11 - ·t~hcd 1, thtr • 
(so Hart). 

Tarnished not his glory ior h "nuu1 '· The 1111<..· phr.1St· 1cp., rllh .• d tlutl' I oc.: llr"' rn ~hu. :o. 
:20. A nd en tered into a covenant wit h llim. lp. (;en. ).\'u.10: ,mJ f~1r the phr.u.c l.zck. X\I, ti n~""!::! s: 

In Ws Oesb .. . Cp. Gen. xvii. 9 11, : 4 
And in t rial . . . Cp. l,cn xrn. .. . . , • . .. 

21. Therefore with nn ontb • • seed Cp. l,en. xx,1. 16-18 (,1lso x11. 3, "111. 181: H~ alao G.il. 111. 8. 
T o mult iply him • as the dust of the e,,rth ' . . his 1><.-ed • as th" stars ·. l"p. r.~n. ,.,11. I; . 
. . . to inherit ' from sea to sea . . . earth '. Cp. l;cn. x,·iu. 1 ~: L,od. ,,rn. 31 : l >c:ut. M, !.,a, Jo!htu ,. -4 ; 

P s . lxxii. 8 ; a .nd Zeeb. ix. 10. 'The River (i.e. the River p,v cr·tllm.t) i~, of coun.c, the l!uphr.ll<es. 
41!3 



S IRAC H 44. 22-45 . 

l!! n And to I~A\C' al~o •Ile promised it' •likewise•, 
For his father Abraham's sake, 

45 

1 And the bltss,ng of all predLcc,sors 
2 .l Rested upon the head of I '-R \El.' ; 

•And He titled him with the dignity of firstborn", 
i\nd gave him 'his inhcrilanc1;•, 

"And He set him in tribes, 
So as to be rli, ,ded into tweh·c w. 

(dJ \'.LI\'. :t J-X I.\' .. 5· .1/oses ( = z -r- 2 + 2 + 3 distichs). 

•Ami He cau,ed lo issue• 'from him' ',l man' 
•\\ho found favour• in tht sight hof all living". 

t • Belov1.:<l ,,f God and men e 
\\'.1, \In'-£'- do( happy mcmo,y'1• 

r-r J!! o·~- - tu <ll'ffJu•• • J!l 111,;:. ;:; = (i n,,,.,, · J!! I( \1 p is ,1 npyis/'s mir"1k, (' Ile raised up a ,on') 
1.-t \ ~ = : :.,s,C·· :;·~, ~ll i:n; 0·;1::·~, ~~ n:,:n ; ~ (n·>wyttl ... r.tll'TWII ai·81H.t>r.wv 1ta, ~we,,,l{,,V ,t(U ,(tU"(ffQl,f.T(~ <((.t 

••tf>a>.~•· ln,.,,:1) "'/'/'• r/s tlu r.-,uhi1;: m~'gt fol p,u lly: ni·81""""'" nt'!)' kt;•, dis/./,1ad m1 r,1r/1~ r apxmo,v, ~ /, .\'I h,,s 

\)fl) ;,:·s-1 ~:, "'"'J l 
: Sx-:;,, ::•x., ;y ;m ;,:,-:ii 5 '· ' · 

Tl,t covenant of, ,erJ ancestor (predecessor) He ;3,·,: him, 
And th, bless,n~ n·sted on tlw head of lsr.1d . 

It i 11 t,;,al,/( th.ii 6 iii,,· )!/ h<1• th, hi•o words • CO\'enanl' mu/ • bles,ing' ~11/J 111 //,, ,,v<rsr ordtr. This 
su,,, • ,1 ,/,,,,1,1, 1 ·,1J111.r: 111 th, 11,br. tn1 uuJ 1,- eii, T·i=. n::i.,J <1nd n•"IJI, th• lal/1r a ,:ana11/ 011 th, form,r 
(/ , h.1/1 ;ng,i1,1/ly n::i-,::ii). l.,iu , o/ l!! JS in·,rloaded. jl;)'N'I u·,1. probably 1u1/lm 111 abbav,alrtl form for 
o•;it"N"I 1ml, ,,,/11, /1 1s 11,11 al/,sl,·d 111 (l'lher e;; ,, ;$, is probab(y a 1•aria11/ 011 ;in, u-u So Ill mg . .iil:JJJ l,1lJ'l 

)ll It, i'l:!i:JJ 1,i;i1:i·, an<l He confirmed (estahli,hed) him in the blcssin;:: • 6 ,,,.')""" at1Tov,. n~o}"OA< .,.,.a,: 
r~,1dm;, 111"1•:1·1 ( /. xv 18) /or lo1JllJ'l (N S111mrl-lh,n m,d,r: 'ciml !Ie (God) recognized him (1 ,. singled 
lmn nu ) m hles,m~' (.S = ~ m.,•. Ji-dy r,11do«I) ,-, So J!.1: (i •• «A?po'"'I"~ (•A?po.011<0• 248 = l!, .$) 
w-• ,\1 J!! 111,1;1 /,, r, 11,!. nd (.,,. ,' l't1,•, I. IID!t , ) : (i lfJ1m11J, r ./.i11d1i1g )!l ru/flas: • .uid di tided his portions; among 
twdvc lrihcs did I It! part them : .$ ' I le made him father 10 the tribes, and they went forth and I le divided unto 
ihc twelve tribes' ,-x So 6 = IC•1'1: so JI! (which is d1/atfrt i11 this word partly) 1s lo b, r(Qd (,iof, JI,, 
t7fS(,J/,/!I(( with N\10 whith /ol/11ws al th, b,g1i111i11g o/ 11r.,·l li11t) l 1 So )ll 6 : but Sah Eth ,e 0"1'0>V (--· 

' th~ tribe,' - ,ao11cf;•} • • So Jl! . 6 n,a,o,, ,>.,o« (=ion ::i'N : so Pd,rs): S righteous men ' (but or1!!111al 
rt<1d111,; / r ,/,,1/,!y 'ri~htecms man'): JL Eth r«1rl a•ll,m, ,>.rna (so 70) ,-~ Jl1 ;n i,:, io (wit N'>\0 ,1 /1•1) ,m 
;,~~, 1-1, )!/ ·n >:i : 6 r.OU?< '"'P"'" c ·c So )I/ C:l't:i,Nl o•,6[ ~ :::i,n]i,:: 6 ~., .. ,,~,.. ........ [ ~lo,eu?•) ;,ro11,., 
<OJI Im,''"" (111t1~·111i: //u rlt111rt d,p,11dml 011 prr,· d111g): ~ · belovtd was he of God and also in the sight of men' 
,t-l J!! i'lJlo, 1,:11. 6 ,,u ro l"'?l"><T•vuv ,v ,,Xo-,w«: Pd,rs re.,,ls m,:i,:::> 1- ,:ir (rp. h, i. r r); so ,,pta, mt!J .$ htrt 

(:m.1~ ,,:ir ""' tl/l(r>l/ll//0/I ir, ,Y,o-rld,rlW) o-o J!l kxl d,fie!frt: J!l 11/(/rg. "' ''J'l: eir "'""'"'"'" OLTOV aoe.~ 

n. And to Isaac ... likewise ... 
arc repeated. 

Cp. <,en. xxvi. 3-5, where the co,enanl and the promises made lo \ braham 

02-z3. And the b lessing of all predecessors Rested upon the head of Israel. i.e. the blcssi11gs promised 
to ,\bro ham and Isaac, and possibly also 1hose promised to Adam and :oloah. ror text cp. critic.,1 note. 

z l, And He titled him with the dignity of fir,;.tborn. The foun,,.,11on pa,sa:;c is Exod. iv. 22 (cp. also !lo,. xi. r ,: 
q,. furrh,•r xxxvi. 12 ( 17) of our book. See further critical note (for varianl fo.rms of the text). 

And He set him in tribes, So as to be divided (p>n> = p~r;,.~ for P?i;1;J?: so Peters) into t welve /reading 
-·:;,;; c·:~·, f~r It .t, which omits , . wuh Smend, Peters). Smcnd, however, renders substanltdlly the s.tmc llebrew 

text ", tul lie. '"";:ncd it !i.e. the inlwrir:111re• 10 1he tribes to be a portion ti'~n? for the tweh·e' (m 0'0:l:ll) (l;i'l:::l''>'I 
i~1

~
1 ~'!~' ~ -,:n,1. Fnr the cli,·ic.ion hy J,lcob cp. Cen. xHx. hut more probably <.;od. is here ,he subject o( the 

J.entcn< e, i.n "hich case the laws issued by diYine authority for the division of the hnd onto I\\Clve parts are in the 
\\ titer' 1 ind. 
Ii 'i.Ll\' z3 XL\ 1-5 ()losr--S). 

He cau:'ed t o issue. Cp. Isa. !xv. 9 (same ,·erb N•\i;ii. . . 
from him. "' from J.,cnb: Jacob's sons rec~t\'C no further auenuon (but no1e the _rcfcr,ence lo Joseph, ch. x!,-. 15). 
found favour in the sight of all living. t p . E>:od. xi. 3. The author has also m mmd, doubtless, the daughter 

r,f I li:u3oh and the priest of \lidian . 
. \.I . \. ,. of happy memory. The Hebrew c>:prcssic,n used here (1'1:::l\O) liJf) is varied from the one commonly 

,·mplo)cd, · h<> mc111or)' (t,,,) for a bltssini;' (;i::iiJ> ~iJ! 'i'l'), which, in an abbreviated form 1>· 11, is often used, as a pious 
i11t1:rJ<C11on. af1cr 1Jac mcn11on of dead lsmclitcs: e.g. 'our Rabbis of blessed memory' 1>#1 1:i•mJi ), &c. The foll 
phra,c tin its usual form} occurs in xlvi. 11. 



~IRA( II -1:i. ,-; 

z , \nd <He made him gloriou, as> God•, 
And mighty 'm awe-in,piring deeds'. 

3 ~ lly l11s words• l> hc brougl~t 1 <signY1 s,,iftly to pass", 
J And Ile cmboldcnt·d 111ml m the pr~•c:n<'e kof the king~. 

1\nd IIc i;:avc him a cha1gc 1<untn hi, pcopl,>1, 
And showul him ••<His glory>'". 

~ For his faithfulness anc.J meekness" 
Ile chose him out of all 0 <flcsh>0 • 

5 P. \nd• • He caused him to h,ar His \'Oicc'', 
And let him dr a,, nigh 'into the tlark cloud•. 

'And I le placed' 'in hi, lund ' •the comm.rnd men:• 
Lven the La\\ of life 'and clisccrnmlllt' 

That he mii;:ht leach" llis ,tatutcs• 'llnto J.1col>', 
> , \ nd I Ii, tcstirnonic, and JUdgcmcnh' 'unto Israel'. 

(,-) XL\". r, !! ,lnn>11 (3+-1+-1+-1t-1+-1+-1+3+2dbtichs) 
6 And I Jc exalted a holy one •<like unto him>•. 

l· ,en J\ \KO:<. o( th1,; tribe of Levi. 
7 "And lie m,1de him an cte,n.tl c,rdin,mce", 

And bestowed •upon him I Ii, 1n1jcsty•. 

g)'11<1• = I C'i'1'KJ 1i'll~'1 (. n .!>11 11d · I ~ \~' i. lj r,lu, "'"o,w11n1 = ;,,·;·~) · i Ii 11 • ant.I )Ir mack lo:m l"lt a• in 
l,h·,:-.m~, /'.,/,rs ,, ',, C'i~S: \.ii::l:·1 ( I, (i ,o,., ;:: 1,11,1JI,,,, i!.I '" 11 
I-; ,\11 ll! 11/cU~· D'Ni1"::l = .:: I (i 0, q,. ,::fo,, ,,,,,~,: J!! /, en:·.,·.:~ I; ,rs. G = , . .,:.,: ·~ "'·" ·,:,: 
(Jl /c \·/ J1:/, /17' ) )i-li )!.~ -:,-:; : (i Ulrfr,"co,mi, (,• 0" /,~t /• I C(lff,,r.u ,r,r} I I.\· (i = i'1r•~: ., ,j, I I ;/: 
> 3 a] H )11 nj':n'1 · 11:i ,a,.~,.,,y ( 2~ R f,r. •m) · S: • a11, t ,d lmn l-k Sv JI! . (j ,1-.>.,.,,. (t~, .;3 2.; 1 
'*'".>.., .. ,) = .s (P.t,,, u,,J· c·::~-: 1-1 S e:; JI d,fi ,,. :i: - c11;, p. a, und1) iu •• R,i1J1111: 
rn:i~ 111( = !!:i.S J!l ,/,fi,/J, .::+ ;;a vwpl,1,•11.,· 'l!'.i+'n'""" (X ,~{ ,h ll. ~.,h+mr••) ,·,.11glJ 
h-1I s(J (i = ,::•J · s Hin:,(! Ull'll "p .\1 JU(.,;, ti) .• -, : ;;,,uh 1. ,,,,. r r ., )l G ~ fl,s darl,. 

clou<l • • ll! t, , I c::•", J!l 111,11., ;11·, S, )11 e:; ""''I' ••~• "" '""'""' = .S ( 'rJc:0) u Ji :-:n~ . 
6 o~oAu,. S ,> '., \. }ll .i:1~111 = l"i .S .ml hle,,ini;, · (111,,,..,,l111g Jll) • " .S JI 1•;,~ fi ,,,8r<ir. 
;: Ihs l:t,\S ~-.1 S, Jl 111.u .. , (Jt! It \ ·I ~"'l!'J S tho,e of tlu. h·m~t· or hnt:1 , , \, Jl \' t::!:~o,;, ,.;,.,,:.,i 
.$ 'and Iii, 1 m, and II,, coH·r11111,' \, ll! 11:i ~ • u1,1u J.•c ob' \ G .51 ( + in-:: JI!> 
l.-l, ~n )l = (i HTTf'J"" ntnw (11ifa,c,1 t1d1111., ,w,.<:') "'8""" m•u,n, ~ 1dr Cl,' /1 CLl!' (Jon 1nt,111i ra ... 

It ill I t -t.' J,l li'~tl iiil \'!..V }!~ 1; ' \1l:1 l~ l•,Jd :t·itJ, l'• Ir , .. ,~ 1·':'J.' (j ">"'"'fun, A,, ,1, \fl,111,1/, 1)' 141r 1fhr111t) 

2. And He made him glorioui. as God. 11,c .,uthor h .. i- in rnond l:.~od. h. 1b (' 1,e shall 1,c to thee a mou1h, and 
th,>u sh.1lt be 10 hnn ·" < ;od '1 ; cp. al.,o l xod. di. 1. ~ 111_,:. (\\ htch is adopt< d \Jy :-m nd I has: '.\nd lie tilled ham 
hy the nam" of'· ( ,od • · th, b<>ILines, of 1h,· c,pr.·ss1on lus ltd torts mit,,:auon in 1hc,, moos (set c1111 al notes. 

awe,insp1ring deeds. , t th,· "Qnd, rs pc n,,1 m, d in I g) pt f sec F~od. , 11-xiJ ; cp. IJeul i, }-I n, • 8 llUI\ 1:: 
('gre.; .1.t terror~'-. a\\t:-in-.p1rint: ,ktcJ:.., '). 

3· he brought signs 1,wiftly to pns1, Thell ,s n cmrup11on I.ire rn l"i "" ,h h.is ob1ccr.d the munmg (S<'<" 
c1i1ir:1! n<>\es), ,\s ~mend puu ,b out ;11, 1 f, rth \loi•·~· pu,1tr m 1hc I., c of the hca1hen 

in the presence of the king. L p. I vol. , i 1 
And He gave him n charge unto his people. l p. I- ~<>d., i. 13. In. .1•. J (, ,I nnd ~ 1h, rrc•tm ncnu of )lose. 

amon~ his O~\O p..:ople i Stl forth. 
showed him His glory L p. I oil x"11i. 18 ' .. ""'· <,. 

4. his faithfulness and meeknesi,. Cp. '-um. xii . .,.; .. ,lso ,. :; ,,( oa,r book 
out or all flesh. 'All flt h' her<' me ,n, "1'1'·"' ntl>, .,ll lsrwl I nut aa 111;i11k1ncl I cp. I. 17 •JI, w '>mrnd. 

5. His voice ( p. Deut. " ;6. 
let him draw nigh mto the dark cloud Lp. I:xod. xx.:,, X<l\' 18 
placed In bis hand the commandment.. . LI'· l.,o,I. ""·;; I xod. xxxu. 1 S, I •cut.,,. I l'he Decalogue is 

rcfcrred to. 
the Law o( life. Cp. x,i, 11 ~ ur life rn 1his cunnex,on cp. l.z<k u 11 
teach His statutei, unto Jacob.. unto Is rael. I. J>. f's. nh,. 19. 
(,, :\I...\·. 6 ::z (\HU~). ·1 J1,· ,._rt lcH;..'.h of tl11i' ,t't.tiun, \\hli la l"i> tlc,uhJ to \.irun. nnd &bi; .tbuntl.mcc ul ita 

clct,\11, sug;,:e'!=it that tht· ~uhJt·1 t 01 thl' \ar1u1i:1. p11t·-.thood. Ho t·ml,11,l1t1l III th<' I ~1~h l'r1t·it. \\.lS nnc \\hu:h "l•«"Mll) 
intcrc•tcd Ucn-Sira. Sec fur1hcr the di,cu,,ion in Lhc General lntroducuon, § 9 11. 

6. a holy one. Cp. I' . C\I, 16, :Sum. x, i, 3, S, 7. . 
7. And He made h,m an e t ernal ordinance. In the l'cma1l'ud1 tl1< phra,;t 'an ctern.11 urJ,n,ince' (C:'l, ;,n) 

h :ilways applied u, tlw r1):;h.b, !.,,, ::.. and prn ilt.a,:1.·!i <l( tlw ,\,Lr •111tt· pn1.:')'lhc>•.t i here- 1t is applied tu \.non h1m'J,('lf: 
ln the pO!io!les.~1on of the blU1111u:. pr1c-.tht,1Kt }w l:>t h1m:-~I( ;m 'tttrn.il ord1namt •: h>r a i1milar lurn of c..,prc:,.,ion t:J,J, 
Is. xiii. 6, xii,. 8 (' I make thee n people·, covenan1 '): so Smend. 

bestowed upon him His majesty. Cp. :Sum. ""'· 20; 1 Chrc,n. Hi,.,;. (i h~, 'the prie,1h01<od uf ,he 
people • ~ but ~uch an cxprcs::;1on is doubtful. j') 1hc- 'prwsthoo<I' i, .,lv.-:1rs ~(Mlk.t.:n of 111 chc J;,l.,le a, , ,0<1',1. nut 
the people's. 



SIR.\ C I-I 45. 7-11 

JI' dAnd He blessed him 4 •with ll is glory•, 
And girdcd him '" ith beauteous magnificence'•· 

li And Ire clothed him "with the perfection of adornment h, 
1And adorned him;Jwith splendid vestmentsJk_ 

1The breeches 1, '"the tunic and robe"'0
-

9 And encompassed him •with pomegranate~, 
,\ nd with re.,ounding bells• round about, 

•That he might make music• with his steps, 
So a, to cau~e the sound of him to be audible ·tin the inmost shrine'!, 

For a menwri.d for the children of his people, 
10 '(\\'1th) the holr garments of gold and violet 

And purple', the work of the designer; 
(\\'ith) th.: brca~tplatc of jud~emcnt, (11 ithJ the cphod and waistcloth•, 

r 1 '.\nd (11 ith) scarlet 1, the work of the wca,·cr, 
(\\'ith I prcciou~ stones "scal-cngravcn" 

' f 11 setting, ·. " <the work of the ,tone cn;:raver>'' • : 

11-J R1,1d111~ , iii~i:,-:,, = Ci rµ.mwµ1.cro uvrni· (.o :.S) • 3!! ht,. i:in i :.:;~, = ':tnd Ile mi11htered un10 him' r-e .c;.-., J!,l /(xi 

1i 1J:J ill " ;i.:n D If. '" ro<oa1u~ 1-1 R ,uh11_:: tnll, JII m,:. , Nin rm:inn:i (-<o Smmd). JI! In: 
~Ni n,i:::,n:i (! 1111,!.-r 11,j!um.-, n/ Num. x,iii. ~~. xxiv !!) : LXX r.,p,a,oA?• t of~r • !iJ • in the heigh\ of f Ii, 

gk,r}" J!l+O•J10JI!: 1:i::i':i>•i (" doub/rt 111,uf, up /8,,+9<1 lo 11"14'1 up t, I,, j'•,ru after 7aand7l, 

/1 rd fo,, Ji, I u1/o 011e '1111) "· 1, Jll n1t'(1::Tl :''):J = 6 rrt m?u,o• (nt•xm,aro1 · Jf: • 11ith garmenh of pur1,Je' 
i-i ;.v 'l:"'1~~"\ G «m ,a-r,µ•wt1n alro11 (,,(,d ,au,:Pa1,raK1,11 = l!r t.oronant) .S :\nd honoured } rin1' J- j R(i1di11g 
l1l/ ')J:J (fi,, ill n~'1 11J,:i) = 1!i ,wd !!, k f",-r,,r 8c-1~ /, t11t /adiillJ: w;;. l I J!l c•oJJO e;; 1r,p,11••A? 

m m R c·ad1I~{ ~j.,tt:, n:,n~ (J!l rmn:,) · (i ~m -:roB,ir,'1 "''" ,rrwµ,-'a (nrc.,µ.,s- ,f!c11 1i1 l.:\ X J=1r , · ~~ ~ Smuul a11J 
P.tur rt;., d ,,,..,,.,a,. as ,m ,rror far (i) anrA,,,&r r,·h1ih oflm = ) ' l)tJ in LXX) n Al z·. 9 a,-,, th, 111ar(!m lh, 
111-I ur ,,, /J, ·,au: 'This :11s. re,1Chcs thus far· · .,., Ctnd'.)·-,Y,ub., p. •i> ,,_' R,,,dwg (.\oldtk,, Pd,rs) 
;,~n •;,f:'i,;::l, O'Jit~'"l -p. 6 po1u,:0H xpt.:(Tou: K<-,t1wu111 1rA,1uru1t': J!,l j\~il O' lt")i l D\)lt:,lJ:l ,, ,, l1l ;,o•i,J nn~ : 
Q1 (fr, !r) 11x,;aa1 <J,wnw i10·J:J fmb• c1ga1i, 111 ,\ .. , 1- //d,r u = •chant', 'mu,ic · q 'I JU ,•Ji:J : 6 o t>ac:> 
r-r ,\, ill ( + 1 bif,,n n,,n cp. 6): e:i- ,no>.n oy,~. xpcu'I' « u w«..t/'1' .,,. ""P<P•p~ • • .So J!! i1t~1 iii:~ . e:i- a?Aoir 

n1"I~""' = c•r-r,, c•,1N (so A ·/, r · u<1t!s, tut )ll /, b, pr,/,rnd; se, (x~i:d. 11nta) • t ii! l'\J/~Vl •;i:I, = eii 
,c1U\w<1µ0'} 1'.0ICC"! (111 Di/;/, 11/u..1,9s ,.,, r<1.·os,· t,rdtr, ' ) t:I n)J,in ) u-u = )1l On\n 'iiln::: = G ..,>u.µ11aror acJ>poy,&x. 
,n,·, ,r gi~·,11 i11 ll·XI lint Ill Jll 11'h1(·/i addJ lurt /hr ill."IJ!Tt' / ;,•loss ;:.:·nj, ;s, , ... ,. }1l [0':-(l]?o:l = \!i fll ~Ufl ,\'pt:u,ou 

(q. J:,od. ,~.,i, 13 111 LXX) "-.- e:; 'Pr't' (so n,rd for <pyw•} A,ea,pyou = jJN :;'in i"l;•i;r., (Fxod. :-xviii. 11). 

u,, ,rd 11 ·lh Sm ·ud • ll! +n, ;,, ;::i~ ;,:, (11 g/r,u · ll'i >) y-1 Rradmg (n!lll:O) ,i;9 = e;; ill l'\!);,":1 >·~ 
• • JJ.! ::·~., ••. , •••• j"l:1 > \, J'Ju 11wm1g uord, 111 6 = c n ,n ' M11'\!:l . bu/ this do.:r llr?I suJ/ th, 1.-acrs Iha/ 

And girded h im with beauteous magnificence, I· or text see cntical note. J!! text has • and girded him about 
(asl with the towering horns of a wild-ox', under the influence of :-.um. xx1ii. 22, xxiv. 8. The word rendered 
'to\\t:nng horns' in the ~umben, potssagcs tn•::::yin , means hen.: .tpp.trcn,ty 'magnit1ccnce · a mcamng for which there 
is some support in the LXX rendenng of the word in :\umbers (viz. a.fa). 

The breeches. Cp. t:xod xx,·i1i. 31. 
the tunic. 1. e. the urdmar)' outer garment: cp. 1·.xod. x..-iii. 39. 
robe. i.e. the dolet robe (n~;:n ' ' l,'O) which was ;ilways worn with lhe ephod; cp. Exod. "~viii. 31. 

9, with pomegranates, And witb resowiding bells. For text sec critical note. Cp. Fxod. x..xviii. 33 f. 
t o cause the sound o f him ... a udible .•. i.e. 'the)' were to ,·nil (.;od's aurnuon to Aaron as the reprcsen1nti, •e 

uf his people• r ~lc'>eilc on l ,ocl. xwiii. 331; cp. Lxod. "viii. 35 (· ,\nd the sound thereof shall be heard \\hen he 
.~oc, r, 111 unto the holy pl.ice before the Lord, and when he cometh out, that he die not•, . It has also been !bough t 
1hat the,r purpose \last<> appnse the people when .\aron hnd reached the Holy !'lace. fhe) were probably a surviral 
(si ne fonn ·,f charm;, the original nieamn;: of "hich was forgonen. According to Josephus, I,'. I., v. 5. 7, 'the bells 
s,;,niht·ri lhun,rit.-r anrl the pomegranates lightning.' 

1 W 1tl11 t he holy garments. Cp. L~od. xxdii. :-6. l lcrc the ephod, girdle .• ind• ure:i,tplate • are spcciallr 
mc;tnl r · .c following ,·er~cs l. 

lhe breastplate of Judgement. Cp. Exod. :udii. 4. 15, 'llrcastplate' is a some" hal misleading translation 
of the 11,·hrc" word , ;::·n . though it has become consecrated by us.~gc. lt probablr denoted n bag or pouch of some 
kmd, in "hi, h were contained 1he l' rim and Thummim ( = 'of judgemenl '). 

the ephod Cp. Exod. xxviii. 6 12. 
wai.stcloth Ot herwisc spoken of as the 'girdle I tJ;:iN) ; cp. Exod. xxviii. 4, 39, 40. 

10 11. the designer .•. the weaver. fhe di1 i,ion 1> only rhythmical the same n,tflsmen are meant in each case. 
scarlet ... precious s t ones. llere, .,gain, the division is rhythmical: 'sc.irlet • entered into the making of the 

'breastplate of judgement ',as well ns of the ephod: and similarly precious stones (of both). 
seal·engrav~n. Cp. 1-xo_d. xxrni. ~1. The cni;r.n-en stones (twelve) o( the breastplate of judgement, inscribed 

wilh the names of lhe twc!l·e tnbcs of Israel, arc meant. 
In settlng11. Cp. l'xocl. xx1iii, 17 

~86 



• 
SI RACI { ,1:i. 11-16 

F o r a memorial in ~raven writing, 
According to the number 01 the tribes or lsr:icl. 

n (\ \'i th) the crown of pure gold 1<(rcsting) upon> the rnilrc:, 
The diadem engr,,vln, • 1 lolr lo Jahvch '•-

• .l~ajcsty most gloriou~. praise most puissant•, 
The desire of the eyes, .111d thr. perfection of b~allt}' 1 

13 •Refore him there was nothing like them, 
•1And no stranl-:"cr shall lie clothe tht·rc11ith for c\'erd 

•s() (fie trusted him and> hi, sons•. 
'And <his son;' sonv1 Rthroughout their gcnt·ralions• 

14 llis (Aaron's) meal-offering is" hollv consnmtd 
1•Tw1ce cl'err dar ilS a continual sacrihCl b. 

r:; 11\!oscs consecrated hi1u 1 
And anointed him with the holy oil; 

And it became for him J,tn <:tern.,! COl'Cllantl, 
kAnd for hi, sccdk, 1,h long,,~ the hc:wcns endun•1 : 

"'To mini,ter (to Guel) and for I lim to <·xecutt· the priest's officem 
And to ble,s Iii~ people •111 Iris 11:11ne '. ' 

16 He chose him out of all livin!-(, 
To bring- near "the bumt-offe1i11g and fat piece,'', 

(no,81.µ')µnra uq,Orr.>.pw., ctMT~"'"J.1'.," w, mo 1 1 ,,~, /. 1 1 .. ,. t J !->) rf"" I le ...... :--; ~!,: 1 ,:r:!j' 
·~il' <·r flc,1d111, ( p , •,, 11)', ti•n:r - e:i ...i Rt<1ri .,. o:,:::,· :.:, o~•~· .,~,, ( ;,. \F: :11 dt/t t,:, 
n•::, t·::b • • • , . ~ ii (' ;1•! J'· Y ul.,1111 r II ' r·~ \")J~' ,.., j~S:i I ,, ) (i ff""" T'WI' 1, 1w. 11.TOU fl"""' (so 

P /ti 1 11tl111J.. C1J°:"" 'l\i:l 1:-,:) 1 f N, ,, ,•;J ·::l"·, { / ,C: ,.n r11 fl')'Ol''l utTot). JU ,·:: i:::' r _. ~ (r r/. rul) 
en,. , ,, , e:i Otd 1Hll'To~· b il J!! ~·~1.·c , 0 ;n C''I' ~=1 (.;:,-l 1, I, ~.:i rulh G) J! ,_, .. ;""~ -~·-= :c"'i:.., ,__, 
S ( \ml \lose, 1,JjceJ upon 111111 111, h ,nd ') ll"i .,.>.,o ~·• ""' t"I'" ( +m~o~ 70 z4!l 1!.) I j }/ 

o',,11 n·,J . tu flt awtJ11ic'1•' nu,1,1 ... ,f)~ = "n,,~s !:' Ju ,~.,~ ... , ~ ii u,, 0 ''=' trr.tpµctTI a TDl I Jl 
D~:i 1~,~:) = S ~ fV 'f'JJUf'RI~ Cl'fl(U ll' Ill II ~ \~ ~'""~~\ ;)"",;:,, (';: XuT til)'f ut rrr 11#,J,'I 1rr,, upnTU IC>' ;: :.>, ,> j;'"t:li.\ 

' ,1111/111 . .; /h, loJ1,1/ f'riatk · h, 1,,, 11 r11,l lus,, 11· (/J,,, , o 'I JI::: e; •• ,., o•o""" 
(+av,ov W ·8 &l $1111-llt-,. Jl. B :,: \ \ •.,,; ;,mro,) c S ii) ;;, LJrnt•Oflctini; 6 •••pffw~ .. f;vp•,i 

(= io•;i,:,:', .,~~) 

F o r a memorial . Accord111g t o t he number of the tribe~ of l sracl l 1°. I xncl """"· 21, 29 (' ,\nd ,\nron 
shall bear the narn<:s of the ll111,ln.:n t,f Jsr,n·I in lhc bu.:a"IIJ>l.,,c of <lt 111_·,1t upon tus h<.·,lrt, n hen he gocth m unto the 
Holy Place, for a memorial heforc the l.urd , nntinually 

1 :. the crown of p ure gold .• T h e diadem. The terms art 1t1 ,Jppo~mnn .inci sinon) mou : thti • pl.are or ~d,aciem' 
which w,1s fastened on t•• the' r 1tr~' ••r turh;-in i~ mtilnt: cp. rxoc:.. XX\ J. 36 f. I or to.t 01 sc::011d cl:iu sec cnuc..1' 
nMc, Cp. also Jo,cphus, /.' ., ·· ; 7, and Aul .. 111. 7. 6. 

Majest y most glorious , • Thi~ emotional 1uuch rc1·cals the fccl,ni; r,f the "rntr that all !he 1JcS')' Jnd glory 
of Israel \\ere embodied m the ll1gh l'r:est. 

13. Before h im. i.c· heforc \.1.1on \\,1S thus an\·cst(·<l. 
there was nothing like them. ,. c. like the lu,ly, emnents. 
n o s t ranger 1.c. no u um,e ra•e,I µcrson of ,mother tribe m Israel. The ,·rnphas1s la rl on thi• point ,. 

noticeable. Evidenily lku-S11 11 ,ul nuf haH, t<'lc:r.,tcd "">· Inca· Ii in the ,e,:1t11nate · t s,~,. 10 th High 
priesthood1 ouch a as a nMllcr of fan, ocruncd !-.horrly 1ttu the 1•crwtl \,hen ht \H'>tC'. 

s hall He clothe t h e rewith. • I le•,. e. 1;od. 
So H e t rust ed hirn and h1~ !l>Ott"'ii, l lu. h'~t "'unu·r:.un hlC c:ri i ,I n ,tc-" 11.11 ulopt • 1. .. ht ~ ha,:., he 

rendered (following a Nc.,,·Jlc,,re" us,1gc/: ''>uch Ile entrusted to him and hi, sor:,,' 1.c. •uch a po,.•1on c,f honour 
nnd respon,ib,lit, 

And b is sons' sons. . . The lli~h-prieitl,ood was to be m.t1nr.1,ned perpel utly by legmmate succession 
1.,i. Hi$ cA aron's1 n 1eal -ofTenng .• as a cuntrn.ual sacr,ficc.:. rhi.: ul~ nH.~ll-u-fii·rm,t vt 1 11.: II .. h f'ril"-t "-t 

offered half rn tht: morn in,-. .mtl )1 ilt 1n l 1t· t·,·,·11111i,:: n111I 11 \\,1$ .. p~·ll,lll) d1"'t n~ 1bhC1 1 r bc:u,,: •h•Jll) h~rnt 111li(1n the 
altar, cp. Le,. vi. 19-23 ( , i. 12 16 in If ·brn, ,. 

1 5. Moses consecrated ~im, And anoint ed him .. , CJ': Le,·. n11.. . • • 
And it became for him a n eternal covenant . . J 11t anoJJhll\,:: \\ tth the ho,) c.,_, of .-\.ari n \\.as ,, suJcrna 

gu:irantee that the priesthood should rennin perpetually in \.uon's lir~. 
o.s long as the h~avens endur~. rlu lm1 1,l1 .,~e r1 urs m I. :-4 ("as th~ d.l)'S rif tica,'t'n'J: rp. -al,, 

Ps. lxuix. 30; l>tut. x, 21. , 
, To. m in ister . . e xecute the p r iest 's office . . bless . . . Cp. Dcut. x. 8; Exod. xxnu. 41, 43, &c.; 

Num. v1. z3, 27. . . 
16. He chose h im out of a ll living. Cp. v. 4 ~bo,·e, ,lso ',um."''· s. 7, "'" 20. 

the burnt-0ffe ring and fat pieces. fhc hurnt-nffc1in" ":u, "' '---ciun.t.·, "hnll) cons11111e,I upon the .th.,r: i11 &ht" 
CJSC or anim~I-• 1cri11uis whirh were nut II hollr lrnrnt the fat pie, c, "ere rcst11 cd for burn111,: on the nl1.1r. 
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SIRACIT 4.:;. 16-21 

JI r \nd to burn a sweet savour and a memorial , 
.And make atonement q for the children of hrael '· 

, , • And He gave him His commandments', 
• And invested him with ,1uthority over :;tatutc and judgement', 

' That he might te.1ch His people statute,, 
And Judgement- unto the children of lsrael '. 

1 S "But strang-crs \\Crc incensed ai;:ainst him •. 
And became je 1lou~ of him in the wilderness; 

The men of D.1than and , \ biram, 
And th, coni:rcgation of Kc,rah •in their vioknt anger• 

re, And J.1hvch saw it •and wa, a,1gered" 
,\nd consumed them' in His fierce "rath •: 

• \nd I le brouglu a sii;:n to pa,,• upon them 
'"And devoured them• •with H is fiery flamc1". 

10 '. \ nd <He incrca..,,;cd>• • \.iron's ~lory, 
.\nd f:!•IVc him Jhi, inhcritanrc• 

I 
( :c '< fhc h,>ly i.;ontnbutions>• 'I k .,;ave him f.,r su,tcnancc 

• (,i ,) hAnd• the lire-offerings of Jahvch they mi~ht eat: 
(:if) •<The prcscncc-bread>i i:. his portion, 

11:1 I l.\nd the giit-,,u:rificel for him and for hb seed. 

r 11 s. Jl (i 6q.urturJ ,ca, fL'wauw tir P,.111]JJQ(HJ•o•: $, and :,,,lCritkt'."< and incen~fl' • 114 S. 1' : (i fl'fp, TOU 

>.u,,1100(1< 241>><1·•• ;o\'lLJ1<1;tmTu&) s ·ror.lll h ud' r·r s J!S · 6c'w«•nt'TQ•(s, llS,ro-
l lcx ,. ~:;3 ih1 ,f I Jf'iS. ,1/s,, J!.., rtt1d ai:r<:>) f"J ,.,.,.0Aa1.r QL,!T'f)V r • s J.l. (i ,foW"& • ., ftl au18,·cau 1t.p,µ...•-.,., 
(rr11Ju1.., OE::!!.to-:i ,-,n:U .,S = Ji' 1.,.//1 'll~h f,?i11/td ,I flt.r,z/ fl, IJII!) ,-t f" I l 1 7 ( ,/ > JIJ S . 6 Ji,zs .,,~a,Em TOJI 

1,,,w,j 1'a µ.'11,n,, 1.1 ( N • +m,.,1L·) _ca, ,,, t'CJl'-'f mTol cj,wT1aQ1 (1!1./r I rtaJU:,: cpw1"'1(1'u.1) l <rp.f'l'7). lhi 1'1•1) bt mOtl 

1,,,, 11! _,r • : ,~,:;···;,:-: n,,,:""""I •;,'i~::, 1·;,,,1: J .,j,. ..... ,-:~~ {~t- \111r11.f) u II ,, ~ ' J ,,n·, 
C',~ ~:J = .S ~ .. ,n<n.·ucrT111Ta• <11.T~ oA\VT'prt>, (u.111_:: !ht I XX u· ,rd /r .,,, Num. ~\'i, r9 XX\'I, 9 x:tvii 3) 
,- J.! c~:,.: r,n:: · Qi o e,...,.,'!-' .-o1, n1r,,1 • S in strength •- S , JV S fi .-m olc 11"o<11cro ,-.s ~1-1 Tht 
d,T/lf 11 I• an rl ,,, ;S ! > S, JV i ' G ( Gt (11.1,'tr,). ,aS.,um, ( = ,~.J'l f,, c~~., ' /? rrd1n¢ NiJ'l ( ;r 

is:i:1) = 1!i;:, ( f ;-.;um xvi. 30) (6 h,1 "~"'a ::- '.\ blo\\ 'f,r n,x s1;:n • • .'I JI (o,:x•1) = S ,md 
j!,, {Lon::-.um!"l1t t.:O~) G .(OToa,o~er.um mTou 1.-1 J!.! l~:< : r ~:.,J = o </)'A.o)• rrtt1>ot avrou ( :;,; 2fi4 !.) 1/htrJ 
0 Trq.ll </)\rryo, rll'!"<JI ~ . ,\ith 1lame. I( 1di1;~ :i~,·, (l/ 'l p /,r . = 6 ol'.01 r.pocn81JIC.O s Jn<l He.: put 
(ui,on \aton)' ,s,,, ui -,;~1 and lie ,1oubl~d' ,1-1 \, J!I ~ (5 cA?~°'""'~• .,.... R,,,rlmt; r,·~,,.,) 
::·,;, · (i Qr:'Ot'\'4H r:"~V)E ,,UlT'<&!l =? n·::.1, n,~,~-. (,, , 11/l.J/l,,11) ~ = ~1i1 n·:,~,; 1/i/"IIF(llll} JI: f U't:ll ht."' 
ri"1i1r·--, - ,·:. ~.,., .nitY,,il r.Jl/ 1! L,.°"1:" n·c·~, · 1/u /..1mtr "Jll/'f ,, ti b, :--;um. X1X. 18 1-r s·. )l 6 E1£-f,->HTEII 

"' r~ ( b 1;:,,111,f all oth,r .11:i.\ a11 I 1!, avrorr) g 'Ill /i.lJ 1hr ./.,, , right! .. 111 th,_ , 1 d r 6 (u·1 wgfJ) 20 < d 
~ t , · $ ,,. p, tr.&< 1'1 I 11r r, in/, / • .._ (1 1 r, 11d, ni,.:: 

• Th,· hol) nr~1-fruits ar1tl the pre,;encc-head 
To him and to h:, ,eed.' 

hi, .\ 15 . J!:> 1- 1 R,,1J111:: o·;;: on~ 01·,th P.ta ( \" ,/ k r,:,-,~~ en~)· <P .:= (th, lrans/<1/or ,,f .S 
• ·'1 )' I I I ,~ 11,11:,1!(, Ji C:."" d .l .!O //; ~;-;... ....,,,,,,,,~ / 20 ,./ 6 .. r.pwTul{ r,ru,,.aao 

~)M"µOM7 (J,1. EJ\ 70 10,, &c 248 &c !,.~h fl/ r,).ruµna-,J) =) i·J::• ,.,~, C'l~, (rt'1. firs/ /-J.,t() 1:.:ordt a {Orrufl/1;,n 
,/ n:lil,.") er., ) /~ r ,. ~~Tl),,'= er~~' " h·. Ii j-J Jl ;-,Jr,~, ~ 6 ftf f~/C.f)I (a1.1"tl)] k-k .R~c1d1ng 

t o burn a ~we~t savour and a n1emorial. The 11..rincr • tu burn a S\\ e-et s.n our'! i:, the tl'~hmc.d term applied 
:--p•.:• ,di) t \11~ .dsu In mhl'r i.:11nne'1l,n, to lhe nurnine,. 01 tf~c ,-.t,nria.:1al piece:, and the fat upon the aitar 1cp. Le,·. 1. 6, 91; 
ti Lttc.:r ·;i I ll'1>n.1l b app1.cJ :,pe~i,,11) to tlldt port11>n of tht• mot.1l~offc:rm; "hich \\.l:, burnt upon the altar 1cp. 
L<'v ii. 2, 91. 

1- And He ~ave h.im His commandments ... Cp. !>cut. '"iii. 10, w1i tof.. \Xi, 5. Uen-:,,ira e,·idcnily .,pphtd 
J 1,u ,,x 11. S 1. t1> .-\;trun. I"ht. 111,·me authority of the priesthood 1n rch~10U:, 11..:cr~m.,.,ni .. lt enactment:, is emphattcally 
n~mw · 

1 ~- But .. trangers were incensed against bim, In )> um. x,·i. 40 ( Hebr. :wii. ; 1 ·,manger' i• expl.uned as - one 
'who i, not of :he seed of \.uon •. Men not of 1hc priestly tribe are here meant. 

became jealous of him. Cp. Ps. C'1. 16. 
The men of Datban and A biram. Cp. :\um. :<VI. 

19. with His. fiery flame. Cp. Job xv111. 5. 
w . And ( He 10creased) Aaron's glory. :0-ot onl)' did the abonive rebellion c:,( Da1h,rn .,nd ..\biram resuh in 

the .\..1r,,n1te lJnetthu, ,d m .. unt.imin.1; it., pthllion triumph3nd)' {cp. ~ um. X\'i1 ,1 but the pnnlci;es of the position were 
sirengthened \cp . .:-um. lt\1ii. 1-7). 

The holy cootnbut1oos. Ur· offcrinbS ' . ,. e. tho~<· p..uts uf tilf' ¥cri1'1ce which \\'Cre contributed to th~ pries.( 
11hc 'he.:i1c-offcnni:s' so called); cp. Xum. xvi11. 8 r. 
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C,lR,\ C H iii . 22-25 

• n O nly • <in t he land of l hl' p<'Oplc>k migl l he h.we no hcri1:1ge, 
1 t\nd in their midst divide no inhcritanc 

"' \Vho~e portion and inhcrit1nec '"Jahveh 
~ Tn the mid,t of the children of 151.1.cl . 

( / 1 '.\ L \ ' 2 i .:6. l'/1111r/1as C.l + 4 + J distiths). 

23 )forem·cr 1'1!1'1111\S the son of I le M 
<W as gloriou,,> in mii;:ht <.i· a th1rct>•, 

In that he was jealous 1·for thL (,. i of all•·. 
,\nd stood Qjn the b1c;1ch lor his 1xoplcq, 

• \ Yhilc his hl·arl promplt:11 him', 
' \ nd he madt· atonement' 'for the childrt•n of Israel'. 

24 T huefort• for him. too, u lie cstahli,ht·d an ordinanccu, 
• \ co\·c11<1nl of pC'acc lo nnint,,in lhC' !'.111ctu.1n • 

That to him an<I lo his ~ccd ,houkl ·ll'P<•L1in · 
The 11 ii;:h- l 'ricsthnocl for t·\ er. 

~,. '' . \ lso Iii, con-1Mnl ,,.is" ,1i1h lla\'id, 
'The son of Jesse\ of tlw tribe' of Judah; 

0 <Thc mhcntancc of the kin,:: is hrs son's .donc>r. 
\\'hilc tht: inheritancl' of .\,uon (ht:long,l 'lo him' ind to hi,; seed 

ci·il ;'-,NJ = (i ~•ii. tht1r l.nul' I I.\. )1 · 111!:'i ,(nt µ.,pu ttn r1t w o Aaff' (,f :\um X\111, :o) 5 • ~\rul 
thC\" did JlQl tti\ •t, I } ...,r'••u• \\iltl ·JI~ Ill lU /\

1
(4/i/ , ;,, -,; , ,._,n '" ...,=-~ if (j "11.,... I ·- l{"f UOV 

(:4S ;o ~Ho-lln i!. n,T .. ,) '"' (ls N : 4S>•a,) •''11'""'~''' J! ;:;, • • S, JI (•t .::) ~ > <>o ll 
( / /1 / ' : • • • -.-..~::;:: (i ,,ir,~ u, '"'¢" ~ Ill lu, l ' I l\, I llutt I 11 ..... r ::., ... ::. to..- : ....... : ;:J 
r ·,id (:; h ,,mr ,:,I) ! •;:"°Lt:; '191 "-!l i''1~!~ I fl ._\ , Jll ~: r,L:,<, (i ... rf,c#<p l{t S:, in lh n •nf-1 of thf' 
) l 1di~11tli,h \\(Ull,ln .rntl !h, , ll 'lf J,1 .1 I 1 (,, 1// ~l\111, x, 1J If) l • ~ • •;~• j'"'l!::: (i •• Tl"""/ lao, ( I ~/j 
fVf'PrtrrTI 1!. re, .. ·rt'nll,\) ~ = o~- " ""1!::J r r ·' 1! {"r , . .,..,t'?, .,,,., r. ~,....w, ..,l.. •I \' s "> ..... • \n 
Jl = \1'i ~ ln,t he J .lit l ' l/. (, "''""' hrpn~:\ = ~ • a l1 ~~ C!'""'. (; ,,.,.B,i(, 1/uln ,:, 
:£·huh , . . .:.. tf.lr!J rr .... . , rl ..-• it~'l"' 'I lo 11· 1 .. ' •t ,f JI, ., r,/ Au:iA;.u;l s,t f II, 11 l,1u1t .;:: • ,, ith 
oa1h:,r, (,o<.I '"·He 10 h1n1' \ ~ ~ A.ntl, , \ (111 pr, , " It husl rrptX".Jtu.- (s 106 1 ~; 254 !-.ah 
r!)ur 1/.\. -;,ir pn-- ) n)1Wtt a:a, ~no (. ;o ,,., \ :( 1 ,\:t. c.;.ah C. , !Nrr :\,,Cf') ulT.JV lk /,1 /au• ti ,111 

,111,/1 ·II /('j ~ Ii ll 
1

1f.~ ~~~oul1) l,111lu tu-11 •n ,\f l/'111ll1l/iTJ' /Jf" /'1T,ll1) 1' • \ l_1 f'i CCII A1a~lf'1l" 

(r 1 «111 ,nt1,11t1J '1 ""O 1of1 ' 11 a:m ~ 1l ) '· U.! ~ ,,cu (;o s"' 1!. +. lu,11,11) > , R12dtnJ;. 
\i:J; ,:J.., ,~~ ll ... :,j b. ,1/.), \1'J~ ,:~ ... ~1S f""li\'1: I, I, I I I /1 rru// :,:'?( I rr.; 11·JtJ QS a IHJI• 

,, :•,:,.: ,, ,,_. 11 (rad,; ~:::-,. I ~;t~ s,11/01, 111,,111 Th«- ht'r 1~e 0 1 :1 m.1n (pa. .. ,'<"' 1t1 
In,. ,t,.10 a!~'llC" ~ ·t l• lu,:tlt,1.Cl" o· ~w ·, riJ r. l"l \ =- l• 1111,/ (i .. 

~, the fi re-offering" of J ah\'eh they might ent. l r 'um. " . ,;. 1~. ,,c. 
( The presence-bread) is hi, portion. I or 1hr Int •t er ical n111c \ or<' ,: lo 1he \h,1m h (S11l:k. v. 7 (. •, 

.. 11 "" Joa··• \\Crt eal<n ui· th< p«c,1s <>nc ':ill br 1h, 11u1 ,,, ,. ,li,, on f< the "t k, the c ·hrr h f b)' the ncommi: 
rll\. lSIOn, 

the g ift sacrifice The wOr\1 er-!1 r• I • t!,ft • f1Jn•.!t 1s l\\ ce l, llrd (1n lhe for1. ;::"....- to sacr1,.·ccs l tl-r-
l 'c ntateuch, cp. "\"um. !\:\"ii .. 11 j < ,c·n , 1 :z). l"hc u,ual wore' 1~ v rJ.. '" t'J,'"'J. h , , .1 .. oD-prchcnS1\·to tt1m 

__ (ln t ht; lnn d of t h-: people} nug h t he h,l\·c- no hcnt,-\gt" ,, 111 s, .:!l I it \.\I, ~ 1. 1, 11 1: 

(/ XL\·. :3 2( l'Hl\;l' L\' 
:3. Phinehns the so11 o f Ele.,,znr <Jl. :,.. um. "''. ; ff 

{ac,. a third). It ·1 11\ttlLu l'h lhb1,:.Ktlw•1dl•)h~, .... uhl \.u .. 11 h'tlrut ·: l111.,r...,l,~••U>·1~m, .. 
di:-,putql ;i,llt q:,,-ji•U\ tht_ Jl:;_h-l'11c::o-lhi'IO<ll\p, 1 '.\1.it,"'l- 11 ;4• 'l'hlllch.11o('ll.Ui,dlt· 1hcnnr--d lht { l~Ull ( Ul 
c,crla.sl n,; pri~~thood . cp al,o t \lac, ,. ,i. 1: ,. 

Inlbnthe w ns jenlous Lr•'~ ~" 11 13. 
:4 A covennnt o f pence llig h•P r1csl hood for ever. Cr, :-.um. );l:V. ,: f. 

to ma intain the "-nnctunr-y {i H, 1, h· ·.1 11.11-,. :-1,;; 1.'ic 1nt 1J,?it1ur1 h, fl. 11 n·nd,t-r!' t'h' he lcJdcr ol 
the..• s.uh:tu.ny J 111, · r t ,'f ·, , c. n,•t 1 ,11!~ 11 .11!, 1 : :, , ,., l{>M,;ti,:-al Uut nl'.i.o 1n 110.111~,I '""""'· \\ lk"ti th, ~1·and~u 
l'I H1.:n-Sn.1 \\r11:r. t , 11,1l1th."Jtl pm\·-..·r tlf th,• 111,.h l'n-t.""1 h,hl l~c1, ft1unih .1~M1:c.,i. 11h.· 111th l'1tn-: luJ l'CC• mt" 
cthnarch. One con,e.111ence was that the oflic,· became the spon cl constant poliiia,J intrigues. 

~;. ( The inhent a n c.._. o f the k ing j,. lus ,.on·, n lonc ), While. hlf th~ tut >Cc 011,al note. It i• dillkuh 10 b<' ••11~ 
what t ht: e, .• ~t w,in1 oft l1l• c, u1•l1.·t 1~. .\p11o1rt nt:y i!u.~ •1.:, onJ 1uic f,;,ll'm, lhr .int1thc.1l!i to hnc unt-. II ao. lhc lftcAl'n~ 
m.,yh;l\l bc .. >t:n: the JlO\\('fnnd pri,·il(1:,·~ L>t the km.,. .. 1s rkl\'-'rf'i,bn,arclr.tlL"'m~hl\'"unl} lil hu M1n.,1t..h) d1h-.l 
to.uc..:r~~,un: whcrc~1:1 tbc l,._,,,cr o( the.• pnc,tlu.kt.:i l.>cloni:s "'• in :i ll'f'n~f'. 11111 h, tnlu .. ·tt m 111 ~,er} uu:mbcr 1.•f lh<" 
JHldttl) tribr-, ,\ll 4\arun·sJ<'!IC1.~ntt,,nts. 111 f.,ct. tu.cthl'f -.1'.h A.u,,n l1im~"11. lH!icril tlft• (i .u,,I ~• ~ nnan:itlic,.1c, 
bul, on the Ct"\ntr.iry. :t p.tr.llld s1.1t1.•mcnt ltl tht~ l·rf1..~·t 1lu~. rn a;.,fh C.l:Je the.• dt~llll)' ,~ uni~ 1r.rn1111uo1b!r 1n llllo:t ~ntl 
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SIRACH 45. 25-46. 3 

J!l' •And now bless ye Jahvch\ 
\\lho has cr0\\1led you "ilh ho,1oura; 

26 'l\Iay He grant• you wisdom of heart, 
d(To judge 11 is people in rightcousness>•1 , 

1 hat 'your prosperity• rmay never ceascr, 
11 Nor your power h for perpetual generations 11• 

(g) XL\'l. 1-10. Joshua, t/1r so11 of N1111, a11d Cakb, tlte so11 of ')'cpl11m11elt 
(= 3 + 3 ++ + 3 + '2 + 3 distichs). 

46 , • ,\ mightr man of valour• was Joshua hthe son of ~un \ 
·d A ministt.:r of Moses in the prophetical ofliced, 

•\\'ho wa, formed to be• according to ' his name• 
"A great salrntion for his chosen b,·. 

•To take vc;ngcance upon J the encmyl• 
•And to give an inh<Titancek to Israc11. 

~'"I low glorious was he when he stretched forth "his hand""', 
":\ nd br~ndishecl the javelin against the city 0 1 

" ' \Vhu was he that could stand before him> 1' 
'' ·•For he fought the wars of Jahvch''· 

•-~Soll/· l"i>[S>l,,.s//,i,,] l,~+::iion: S> 00 J!ljn•i: Q:i3':i?=ii1'(.,, )!! ,ch.l.23t1): !o'th:it g ivcth ' 
•l-<I So (l'i = ~ (,, ith · 111 1!1s name' .f•r l,ul U'Ords). Jll > : supply lex/. i'1~l ltlll U!l:!I' o-" ill CJ::l\O = !:, : G 
,-a ,ryaBca auTwv r-r 1U n:~, N' ,111 trrorfa1 n:Jt.!.~ ~}; rp. 6- u,n JA'I uc/Jm·a,Rr,: $ = l!! ~-g G ""' Tr,11 3o~av 
av-T.,,: .$ · their power · JI! d,falt,•r: rear/ ? c:m,1:rn . Pdt1·, cn,~!:lfil : S111<11d c~n,1~~ h-b s~ J!! : cp • 
.$ 'for all gcnNations for c,·cr': l!'i ,,. ;,u·ws au•w• 

,i '\ {i ~P•JTmo~ ftt r.n).,:µ01~ {r.u).1µ~ ~ .\ C 155 2-tB = 1!.,) h-b ti ?\all'],~ · () Sal.19 c~e.& 248 0 TOU :S-nu'l), 

A\ ;o 15:; SJro-llex ~.lh fah 1<or 'fouq (= $ lL) c-e ~ ' B y prophccJ· he Wh rcscn·cd to become 
Iii«• ;\lo,cs the great one. to brmg sal\'at1on by his hand to them th,ll Ion~ him <1~1 6 «n ~,a&xor ,1""".'I 
"' rrporJ>,rmno, : j!, ,ucccs,or :\loy~1 in prophet is • ·• \!c,,. 'Y'""": iL q111 fuit magnus I '1:r «am ( = l!,) 
,. R,·adi11;.., it' //, S111 JJd. \':i::O, ( = [i J!,) J~r I•~•!! h ti G l''Y'" "" """?P''.l «>.,..,..,, nvTnu • 1L Jlaximus in 
s:\lutun dcctorum De, i-1 ua«qum ur,,;upuµOO<~ (re,1dw.i: •cp::i .fnr •cpl) •x6pour ( = JL) j-j .$ • the 
he1teful men' k-k Q::; """'' «Awx,,,.µqu? (•annA. ~ A 55 157 z48 254 Syro-1 lcx): JI, ut con~cqueretur 
hncn·dilakm I .$ • the children of I~racl ', and ,ulds 'the land of promise' m-111 6' wr ,!ofnu6,i 
n '"it> u:apac ."(f'fH'f nl'rot, n-n S 'the !--pear that was in hi~ hand· o~ 6- Km T~ uKX,"'m Pf1JA</)ma11 1::c noXu.r 
p-s• fr f'H' 1tp'1Tfp1>11 ,,1....,..ou OVTW~ fUTI] {.S = J!l) •14 1 (i rou yap rro>.£,t.UOH Ku,imr (V ~ c.a 70 :?48 253 

le.;itim'1te succession, from fathrr to son. In this case the ext<rnnl position and power of the H 1gh Priest is primaril>· 
thought of, not his spiritual authority. Thue is probably some allusion intended to contempor.tl) e1·cnts the intrigues 
agam,t 1heleg1111n:uc hol<lcr of the position of I H~h Priest (Simeon,who would be reg,1rded as a descendant of Phinchas) 
hy the Tobiadae. For the CO\'CMnt with Dadd cp. 2 Sam. xxiit. 5; Jer. n-xiii. 21; Ps. l<xxix. 4; 2 Chron. ,iii. 5, 
xx,. 7; Isa. J,., 3. Sec further in ch. xiv ii of our book, especially,~,. 1 t and 22. 

And now bless ye Jahveh. Cp, I. 22 ,1. 
Who bas crowned you with honour. Cp. Ps. \'iii, 6. 

26. May He grant you wisdom of heart. Cp. I. 23. The reference is to the legitimate representati\'e of Phineha~ 
the H,;:h Priest. 

(g) XL\'!. t-10 {JOSIIIJ \ A'W C\Ll n). 
1 A mighty man of valour. Cp. J udgcs vi. 22, and 2 Chron. XX\'i. 12 (Sept. and Hebr,). 

A minister of Moses. n::·o n.::·o; cp. Exod. x.xxi1i. 11 ; with G cp. 2 Chroo. xxvi,i. 7 (1)t,il n,::,,, •. ,), 6 is 
c:xphnatory: the prophetic minister becomes in due course his successor, as in the case of Elisha, see I Kings xix. 21. 
I or rhc propheuc succession see further the note on "'lvi,. ,. 

the prophetical office, ;'IN\:ll may nghtly be rendered here 'prophetical office', though in the O.T. it is not used 
in th1c. sense; it means 'prophecy' in :! Chron. xv, 8 (genuine prophecy), Neb, \'i, 12 (falsi, prophecy), and 
'1irophctical writing' in z Chron. ix. 29. With 6 cp. xii\'. 3 d. 

Wbo was formed to be according to his name. The emended reading is preferable, especially as 11 ts 
supported by 6; Joshua (- 'Jah\'ch is salvation'), as the leader of the Israelites into the Promised Land, would be 
appropriately called the sa\'iour of his nation. For a somewhat similar word-play in the Hebrew see xlvu. 18. 

for his chosen, Cp, xlv1i. 22; l'ium. xi- 28 (Sept./. 
To ta.ke vengeance upon the enemy. The reference is to Joshua x. J 3. 
to give ao inheritance, . . Cp. Ocut. i. 38, iii. 28. 

2 How glorious. ,,.,, ;i,:, ; cp. I. 5. 
when be stretched forth his band. See Joshua \'iii. 18, 26. 
against the city. i.e. Ai. 

3. Who was be . . . Cp. Jo .J,ua. i. 5. The rendering of 6 seems to have beea based on Joshua x. 14. 
the v.ars of Jahvell. Cp. Joshua x. 14 /J, 1 Sam. xviii. 17, xxv. 28; and 'the book of I.he wars of Jahveh' , 

Num. xxi. 14. 
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SIH.ACII 46. 4-8 

~ \Vas it not through him that the sun ~tood sti II', 
(And) one dav 'b<camc as two?' 

5 •For he called upon the: l\lo,t ll igh r.od"', 
•\Vhcn he \\';is in sore ,tiait (and) his eucmics around him•: 

And ~ the Most II i~h (iod answtr ed him• 
Y\\'ith hailstones .tnd bolts•r; 

6 •I le cast them down upon the ho,tih: pcopk\ 
And 1' in thl· going down• he dc,trop!J •them that rose up•, 

In order thnt alt• the nations (dcv,,tetl to/ <kstruct,011 • might know 
'1 hat Jahvch was watch,n,! their lighting': 

aAnd also becau,cg he fut\y followc:,I after C,ud", 
7 1\ nd iditl :rn act of piety' in the days of ;'\fnscs. 

H e and Lilt b, the ,-on 01 J cphunnch, 
• In that thcr ,t:>o firm ,,hen the wngrcg,1l1c,n broke loo,ck. 

1To turn awa) ,n;,.th from the a,scmhly', 
'" 1\ nd to cau,c the c, ii n port lo cca,l·" 

8 "\\'hcrcforc also they two• were set ap.1rt" 
From among thr six hundred thousand footmen'' 

To bring them into thLirq inhc-ritanc<', 
( Into) a hnd tlcmin~ with mrlk ,,ncl honey 

S1 rn·l kx r;r,A1µ11tr Kv1111111. ,\ rro~cµ,ol'r he} crrny,r1n· 5 a11 ·u~1a,v (.\ wr.,~1u8? = ?..) .... R mdmg 
il':1 o,;:;•:> (= {i J!... </1• X\:\'. IC)) /tJl!c·, 111r1 Smoul: P , 1t1ds C'J~·; i'•:, • S ..:\~d onr 1!:n hC'c:unc, 
l\10 d~p 1 -1 S hir I I' ,~d unto (/,/. bc'orc) rhe Lurd' u 6 a.,""?' ' • Rnitu,g 
::i•::io•~ 1•:i·~ 1> "l!::~J ( \111 nJ) :::- \nd I h h, .ud l,im 11,d I ut wc11t:th into lu, hual' /' ,hi• 5 •-• 6 
,..,,.or Kt•pm\ .S> "6 ntT""l' )'-)· ~ \nd fJ(' l:l ... t dO\\O ... ul1 hur llom hC'l\tn ~ li c1h.an,.,,<o1s rparou1\ 

a-ii R , tldi11., J'lN 011 ,z: -i•,:;•:, (•/· £i aartf'P"~" • :r •tli,01' r.0A,,-w111 [rcJd ,..oA,µu,., = S lL Ftl Utr! • Jt:, .. hua 
x 11 ). /11 ill //,, krl / th, ,,wl II, / 11 ~ at, , t.Iu; ,s ,/mr,,/ :d,olll' ob/1111<1/td 1-~ ;; > /(,1,w,: 
C'Oi' ( = e;i- m·8<n,,«nT11r): StJJt11,t ,, ids jll;~ (· L .. ,\n.t ln '). la<h li, k lhur.ks ut/,11/t u,1/ly p,1r 1/./1ro .S m ,11 1 

•1 6 > r c,n, i', •/11 It .\11 11,l //1111~·s I) ,tin , r,ad ,1 l~in (' hi ~word) ,11:I /aiat!i,a }', n T'IIC 
1raymr}ua,~ (Ir l/111/ /',lllrl/'S Trm·a1r?i.uw IS Oli "r, ;: r nri:,,,""' i 6 ,,n unrr,nr K,pun u r.oAfµlh 1111, ;:, hat 
God I lim,dr \I i\S fight1n::: ng,ltns! tlicm. - 6 «II y ' s .tnd ht .11..o 1!. > t. 6 .li,m71 • 6 
fffut1J'1t1· tXtor . k k (i m·ru.TT'}tHrc 011YT, f.\~pm (\ ~4s .:.)J 'yro .. f lex .,,..)11u,at) 1-1 ii •w.\voa, ioo ~r.o 

oµo;,nnr S · I o turn lJJ., k the 'l~ser11 l 1h- ' ( • ,t , ,m/ rtJ111 u,, L cit 6 ,111d Jl .\·. m 1·u ~ 1C,u •off'11a1u )')) 

fl'UJIOV rrmn1pmir. s+ hom th, .1.u 1 0 l Otll!St n II ~ >.a, lJI fol ilo N,r•r $ :iml lhC\ .1101.c' Jl \"'>XJ 
wh1,he:i(i .. .,.,Oqu<1v)1,1/r 1"~:==: ::>(p'\'un:. -16) " l!i> 'l"}!.?Scl/rm<1smg,, ru<t 

4 . that the"'"" stood still. }!I folio" J hu x 1J d!t-hr and :-cpt.): w11h C. q,. xh •11. 11, Isa. xn,·111. 8. 
5. For he called upon .. Lp. ~hi. 16, xhu. 5, xh111, :o. 

the Most H igh God. The txprcs .on '/,/ 'E(r," occurs l,ert•, .,s 1.~r a; we knoll' from the l!cbrt'w text now 
extant, for lhc flr~t tuue m th book: it is u~td .1g.1in in th1s vcrsl .m<l 111 ,ch 1. 5, 8, xh·1i1. :o · an I. t; ,i, \\here,., as 
wanting, '1.i' has .. i.:\J,i'1'Ti::> fl'a' ~'"'A,4, \\.h1ch pro?,,1hl) rtprc~e11ts '/·/'/ /s,1n. I he narn,.- 'J·ly n alone occurs nine 
tirnes. Uoth thc~t: namot·s for {;od are ~ for ,1s ca11 be 'S<'tn, uo:., t! only in ch 1ptcrs xh lo the cn<l, t ht:whcre ,n the book 

either /~ld//im ur j ,1/r•,·lt j:, u~ed • tht.: l.itt1.:r 14" d.bhre, 1.1t<:J .1s a rule 1n the M~S. thus: ''1 o " 
When he was in sore straits. Cp. Prov X\'I w; ~mend says that the nuun .,~::,.: P the T.,lmut' means 

• oppression · or the like. 
his enemies around him l p. , 10. 
With hailstones . . . l p. Joshua 't 1 1 

bolts. ~-:ii):,.:, cp. xliii. 15 , Eitk. ,i11, 1,, 13, 'lumps or 1(c.' 
6. He cast them down... • The l.ord cast down ~rcat stcnes lrom hca,·en uron them,' Jo,hua x 11. 

in the going down Or· de.cent','·"· the p.1.s, or lltth-horon (the' hollow ,,.1y '1, 
(devoted to destruction. Cp. xs·,."; Josh ., , 1 , ,. 

That Jahveh was watching tbeir fighting. Cp. Joshua x. q , 
be fully followed after. •;r.~ ~,~, cp. for the expression '>um. xiv. 24; Joshu, xi,·. 8, q, 1 ~. 

7. did on act ofpiely. ,on :-:.:•)I, ·p. xl•x. 3; 1hc reference is 10 1-um. XI\, 6 10. 
In that they stood 6rm . . . L p. '.\ 11m. xi,·. 1 ff. 
broke loose. Or • cast off re ,tramt'. for ll"O cp. Exod. xxxi1. :5; Pr-0,·., ui. 23, x.x,~. 18. 
to cau.se tbe evil reporl to cease. Cp. :--um. xh. 3. 

S. w ere set apo.rt. For the root ~S~ stc fad,. xiii. 6, and .'P· Gen. xx,·ii. 36; !\'um. ~i. 1,, :;. 
the six hundred tbousand. (."p. xn 10; ;-..um. ~1. 21, XI\', 38, xx,·1. 6,;; llcut t, 36, 38. 
To bring them into . . The ,u_b;cct, ,. e. <.,od, is undcntoo~. . , 
their inheritance. Cp. Joshua ,1. z3, ,, here Ju~Jn1.t> .t!'> < ,o<l:, 111:atrmntnl, 1s spuk<'n of .:is gu.ing the "hole 1.md 

for an inhcnL"l.nce unto Israel. 
a.land flowing with milk and honey. fhe stcrrn1ypcd cie,tription or th<' promi,ctl J.1n,I; SC<' l.xod. 111. 8. 1;, 

and often in the Pcntatt:uch: cp. Jer. xi. 51 :o:xii. 22; 1:,ek. xx. (HS· 
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SIR ACH 46. 9-r3 

J!J" 9 And Jie• gave strength unto Caleb, 
And unto old age it remained with him, 

•To cause him to tread' "upon the high places• or the land; 
And also hi~ seed obtained" a heritage, 

10 fn order that wall •the set.:d or Jacob'" might know 
TThal it is good 'lo follow Cully• after Jahveh.> 

(h) XLVI. 11, 1 2. T/1c Yudgcs (=3 distichs). 

11 Al~o the Judges, each with his name, 
• All whose hcarts were not beguiled>, 

Nor turned back 1'from (following) after God". 
:\lay their memory be •fur a blessing•. 

[; 1 z ":'llay their bones flourish again out or their placeJ, 
lll • And ma}' thdr name ~prout afresh for their children•. 

(i) XL VJ. 13 10. Sa11111rl ( = 2 + 3 + 4 + 4 distichs L -i- 1 later add.) .. 

I ,l 'Honoured by his people and loved by his 1 Iakcrr 
~\Vas"' he that was asked for 'h from his mother's womb; 

S.,nctilicd iof Jahveh' in the prophetical officc,-
Samucl, \\ ho acted as judge and priest. 

Br the word or God khe established the kingdom•, 
And anointed princes1 over"' the people•. 

• It, o "''P'"" 1-t R,ad1i;,: 1::i,,,.,, fi, c~•, i ,1, (,;,. (i ""tl~wi, a••••) u-11 6 "" To (B• art.) , for 
, Jll :;•i •: 6 ,anux,.: S hf1s flu /11111,r " w (i r.UVT<S o, u,o, lul"'~>. ~ S> > , S • \\ 'ho h:id fulfilled 
1hc law of Jahveh and llis jud;ements' • • Cr m r.n,,,o,uOa< (rp. •·. 6 r wl,11, llu sa111t H,·br. word fr 1hffa·11I() 
/'(1/dfr,r/) ...... 6 nrJGJ• OI < rE,rrnpvncru• ? rnpam ~·-b (i urro Kvp«w: ;5 'from the hw or Gori c C(i '" fl~")'<a,, 

(tf' ,\,;,t n(Zcch. viii. 13) •14 ! lf't111/111g 111 Jll (sa lwu·,··,r, xlix. 10 b): .$ • J\laJ their hones shinr like lilies' 
(cf xxxix. , ... ) \.' e (i ll"(U 1'0 0 1·nµa <IVTCi>I' (ll'TUCOTa~>.a,,-uoptl'OI' f</, Lio,\" &aoEoO'µ.f""411 (IIJT(IJJ.•: $ ' \n<l may the}' 
lea,e their good n:imc behind for their children, and their glory for the whole nation': 1!. d nomen corum 
permaneat in actc.-rnum perman,ns ad filios illomm s:mctorum vironim gloria. In Jll 11 , ,/ and 12 /, fi•rm om 
, l,111u <- R " 1d,i1g, ,nlh S111md, 1,, ~'lJI ::nm~, 'CJ/ ,::iJJ (t/1, Int has 1l'l~1JI •111;1 l~JI J ;i1:s) · l1:i ?Y'""ll'••or '""° 
•rpw•· ,,..,..,. is \ C + :,;aµou1>. : .$ 'and lo,·cd bJ lns Creator' ,.., l!ii ,rpn<f,~qr Keµ,ou ,iarnrrq"'" fJ.,11.>.11av ( B 
/3am\rn) ,cm q;puro• aµ\onM nr, Tflu XaoP ul/T'ov h-h }ll >Nl::I0,1 ,/01 which Smo1d r,·arls ) N,:;,tU~il (' he that was 
!mt ') ,t(to1 1 ~arn. i. 28 i· • ='> k··k S 'the kingdom was es1abfo,hcd' 1 .$ · gowrnors and J.ing~' 

•. And He gave strength ... Cp. Joshua xi\'_ 6, 11. 
th~ high places of the land i.e. the fortified places, cp. Deut. xuiii. 29; and for tbe rendering of (i <:p, 

Joshua xi, 1:. 
A nd also his <eed . . . Cp. Xum. ,i,·. 24 • Joshua w. 16 ff.; Judges i. 11 ff. 

10. to follow fully. ::iec note on ··. 6. 
(/:) '.;[.\'I, II, IZ (THC Jt;l>GF.S). 
11. each with his name. Hen-Sira desires to make ,omc reference to the names of the J udi;es collectfrely "1thout 

me'lt1onini: each by name. 
All whose hearts were not beguiled. Cp. ls. xix. 13; the reference is to such passages as Judges xv, 16-18 

('iamson), ,i11. 27 (Gideon), &c 
May their memory be for a blessing. Cp. xi\', 1 note. 

12. May t heir b<>oes... See xlix. 10. 
And may their name ... Cp. Tob. iv. 12. 'we are 1he sons of tbc prophets'; n spinlual relationship is, of course, 

incant, .md in that the good e,ample of Israel'• samrs and heroes 1s emulated by succeeding: generations it can be 
"'"'cl thcit th, 1r name sprout afresh. Sec further xii\'. 9, 13, 15, xiv. 1, :<!ix. I, 9, 13. 

sprout afresh. For the Hebr. :i•;,nn cp. xii,·. 17. 
Ci) XIX! 13 :o ISAm fLI. 
13. · he lhal was asked for'. :\otc the \1ord-play in )11 , :m::cn (' he th:it was .uked for ') and , :si>:-t;' in 13d 

(' S .mucl '). Smend's emendation (see cmical note) is mosl probably right. 
Sanctified of J ahvch. '" "'ll, cp. o•;,~x ;•1; rn Judges xiii. 5,x,·i.17; Brn-Sira interprets I Sam. i. 11 as though 

it referred to the l\ ;uirite ,·ow. 
the prophetical office. Sec note on ,,. 1 
B y t he word of God. Cp. 1 Sam. ix 27. 
princes. D'1':JJ; cp. 1 Snm. ix. 16, x. 1, xiii. 14

1 
&c. 
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SI RAC'H •W . 14 :io 

_., 1 4 • II)" mt•ans of the cornma11d111cnt" "ht· comm.mclcd the oong1,-.:.u ion", 
1' And he muslrrccl the trot, nf JacobP. 

15 1•Bccau!>e of his truth fulnc,s they sought the prophet', 
,\nd the SC('r' was also found reliable in hi words'•. 

,6 n And, moreover, he called upon God• 
"'When his cnemic, surrounded hun on every side""', 

In that he ofTt·rcd up ,1 sucking lamb, 
•[And cried unto the I .ord)•. 

,7 l \nd J ahveh thundered from heaven1, 
•\\ ith a msi;:hty crash llis voice was heard•, 

18 • And I Jc, subdued the gan isons of the enemy•, 
"And dc,troy( d • all the pnnc,·s 0 or the l'hilistinc~. 

t9 "And a t the tune whrn ht 1csfrd upon his bed I 
He calkd • Jahvt:h ,ind I I is anoint,·d to witncs ,• · 

r, I• rom whom han [ taken ., bribe. ge1-en a pai r of sho<'S > • •' 
,\nd no man accu-.cd him. 

L[ And also to the timl' of hh end he ll'as foLmd upright 
In tht: eyt·s of Jalwd1 and 111 the C}TS of all living~.] 

20 1i\lorcmn aftt1 ht: died h,· 11as cnqu1r .. d of 1, 
I k ,kclarnl unto the king his way• ; 

11 .$ 1 for• 11-·h R,·,11 11r ilr~~:l (1/u 7r ,, d 11 ,pnlt 11111hl,1t,,/ ,11 Jll): [i 11 -·,~ K,·1,,o, """ .... G t•potr <tt .-n).,.,..,,,.: 

.$ 'he comman<lt.·d 111 l.On~1l•ga~10,1 r P (c .-m ,i:,o,.,~. •Tu 1-tt'''' roJ ri;~c..'1 (t/'1. 1 ~Jm, ,1i r6, ,-; 
2 L.,,ron xl'ii . i ff) .S • \n,1 iii~ Lord com111 1m!c.l J uh : ~ ,, •./ :"1!' .,~N ,~::•, (' .rnd he \t<1Wl the god, 
of J~coh'). J/u.r ,, 111 c't,111 rrrr,r u/11,I, !'dos on,,rds t_,, rr,,,/,11~ =~i:, c~ .... 1.oix , , .. .C'' (•.irtl 1~1.><l , 1s1ted Jacob), 
/.ul t'/11, uddr 11 ·hi.111., m 1, uh;r : r/ lht ltflf, ,,, , m.if. r .rut h ,,n o,u J ,. 11 mp,o/Jal,/, ,• 1/ 1s 6tll1r / rt.id 

)j')J.!~ ''i'IS i:-1~,1 (lt ·1· .t..,·111t r/), tiu 'Jj r .n 1/ ,,,Je l'hr ,orrzr/111u mu,J k-.r•t found tis tt !}' u1/t1 flu 
JI,/.,- I, , ·ay ,,, Ir. rift, t •I .. f ·l l'r .,-, .S > r•r '/ h, It.~·/ ,,j 'JJ). 11 , b/1 mu1t/<1/1d .\mi,:,/ 
r , ,,ult u, s n 1h11. : mn :;,.,, r!:) r,:;it.:sJ I' I, u ., I rn1d: .-:~r. c•-.,; in=~-::NJ ( B a use of his rc,·a01lirv 
the st'cr ,, as enquired of ) ; tu, 11, rr/lt~., , Sin ,,,,. //urt ,r m,/ room/ r in;,~:o, 1·J1 •

1 l1rt :1//'' Aa/:•,1 
,f th, l,//,1 • f 1'!l ,, ' ,1111/, ··,. • ~,,, ,. , "" 011 1/1 ,1/S 1ft f-11,1 ~·,,: Ir wrs ,n 1• 10, 
/1,1s a d,jj,rtlll /ll<tllllll,.:..-; \5- f., 1a!J'Ttt otT'•ll ,,,cµ,,iaal!r] 1r~11r,,J ""1 (i: 1tcu f)1wa8 ,r .,aTu ~ \ l t Ob ,,,,µ..,a-u = 
J!. P~I''"' \ 55 141! >.33 2.3.1 '-}rO·IJ x unov1r,<1To, .,,.,,7,.,.. R 11, ~s,, 1/,1 ;i,1, ) "•;; •,\nd 
morCO\'er he tonquerc<l tl1t.· enemies on tll sides' , ,. (i .orm f""'""f' ,,re. To.- n 1(., a fJT, • • iCi o ~,-
8'Ac,J,,m (70 24H ~ah Eth+aL'To1· ~ +ttvruv) .,,B.,-,01.·, aH01J ( ~ · > oLT"t') • t .l'A~u, J -.1 . .:I /urlh Jaust II 

rr1ui,,d. /,11/ 1/ H u·a11lm,: 111 JI! " 11 "· 111 a/I lh, l~r•/.11,, /} ,,, r 1 1tf/l1 d/rom , !-am. ,1· 'I 1 1 nm 
rlllllrt , ·. ,1/mrrs/ -,1,,1/(J• ,..nl/1/,1/id s" ,,d r CMlfhu, ls ii //,111: \ I t c·t:t:'"'! j~ c:.,,~, J"r· m (i ,.a, t;:lpo,-r-r,qu• Cl# a,,,.u,,u 
KL·l,)U• i.: J.- (i cni o· '1\C:, ,uyr.A~ t1""0,,rr17tr ('1t,.'7(1f1• "I" 1''-'YTl" 1.11 •t· a '\ ~ • OI .. t,rp,'fct, '7)'0lfl'"" lir l 1·p1c.i• 

(, ,11dm, ,-~ [ =::, ;:,, ·w ) l 1, 6 > CG <1,,, ....... , 'II 'h, .\,,,. uar,"'"11' IS 11•1tl/r j"l::). In Jl 
17 {J a11, 1 IX f,,,m ·/I( Ill , .... , li ,m, ":.,>0 ,r,uput,; l(Olf']Ufw, OtWIO( o-o ~ 0'11'TI ~l'f>'""' "°' ~F ::rro, (== .S.) + 
m,Tot ~· ~ ;o i.t~ 1 ~ ."':P'lf''1ro "'m ,...,r 1-:r~'l1Aflrw1 mro 1ma'Ji' croptco"i ot 1r u>.,r/ .. , «-r :!: > h h G ~ >; 
a/t1ftl /1 SO/ot <11/J,·dJ/,1S(/,. {11ur1 (/. I ::>.1111.\111 8-15, ~li, llf., :XIX 18 r) I l!i,01µm1TOl!f>WC70l 

OliTO'° (1rpo</JY/TffNO' (B :.µoctf,11rnao) k fi T'IJII nAn:rl]~ mrot 

14. By means of the commandment JI ,W~C) , er,. xii\·, :o. the rderencc ,s 10 1 5 m. ,u.: ff 
the tents of Jacob. Cp. '.\um. xxl\. 51 • How go,,<1ly are th)' tents, 0 Jacoh.' 

I 5. truthfulness. 1. e. rel1.1bili1r; cp. r :-..,m. ix. o. 
prophet ... seer. Sec I Sam. ix. •J. 
in hls word~. Cp. 1 s.1111. 11i. r~ 

16. be called upon God .• l.p. 1 :-.am. ,,i. S, 8, 9. 
be offered up a suck ing lamb. l p. I "·'"'· '"· 9 

17. A nd Jahveh thundered .. t ~- I !-o.11n. '"· 10; 2 !>,,m. x.,i1 14. 
crash .Vi':l 1s '\eo-H br,111 i H c~,JC') nut occur in 1hc u. T. 

18. He subdued. l:p 1 '.'>.1111. ,11. l .l. • . , • • _ 
the garrisons. ~":'P m .-llh n , he llr~l 1n:it.1111. ....... p1ll.u cr:cn. XI\, I tn,1 ,hen '-.tth\11 .,ni '" f'f rorc-1 •>t 

of whkh a pillar mark.,., the site·; cp. 1 S.\m. xiv. t, .;, 6, 1 r, 1:, : 5. 4' • • • • , • . • 

the princes. "1;! 1.:i. tla: pu1,1 tc1111 lJ,ut ,·,1u:'1.1il)' 111 J1u.,,:lS nuJ • .~:\mut.l ,,t tlie ~lu~:a!lne h,r 1, or t)r,11H1 , 
five m number, who ruled O\Cr 1he five chief l'hrhstme cmes; cp. _Judtes 111. 3; I !>am.,,. r,. 

l(J. And at the time . his bed. I lie 1th.:11tt\..d \\orJ~ vu.~r in ,-;I. 3,. l p. I S.1111. 'l;l :;? ff. 
Jahveb and His anointed. !;cc t !fam. ~11. S.. 
even a pnir of shoes. 1.<:. ,ontcl luu,: 111 ft u11l111""' n..tturc: q> •. \mtts i • f,, .1i. C,. 1,0111 J, ,rnd (; fo1lo\\ the ~CJ1t, 

oft Sam. xii. 3, and dep:m from the "assottllc text. 
: o. be WI\S enquired of. Cp. t Sam.""""· 7 ff. 

h is way. i.e. his dc.,tm). 
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SIRACH <lG. 20-47. 3 

311" Ami he lifted hi, voice from the earth. 
1To blot out iniquity by prophecy 1. 

(j) XL\'II. I 11. Da1•id (= 2+3+3+z+3+1+1 distichs). 

47 1 'And moreover a.ftcr h1111• stood up :\'athan, 
To stcrvcb 'in the presence of• D,1vid. 

2' dJ,or as• the fat is ~cp:1ratcd• 1from the o!Tcringr, 
So w.a, D.a,·id (~<"paratcJ )IT from• I,racl 

3 Ht· phycdh with lion, as nith kids', 
,\llll with bca1s as J" ith calves of Ba~han l, 

1-t /11 J!,l , nl).' -·· ··· 11 { ,'1NiJJJ) ts /i1tsr,1.•di in lh1~"' ;l111ur: 6 n, 'f'fporf,nn~ r~o>..tt'1,m ,uaµuu, Aao,• · S to c.lcstroy sins 
hy ]'rupheC) ' • l!'i •n• /ll'« •ou•ov ( C 5,; 2,f8 25 1 TOl To). lL po,t haec ( = Sah) 1, Q'i ,rp,,,j,~m,,.• ( 70 
21 S , -:po,j,~r~, = ::5 l!.) S to cause to h,•ar' <-• 6 ,.. ~l''I"'" (~ = 311) ,1 .. 1 G wcrrr,p: 1!. et quasi o o-,,o !ti. 
'_hf lup': \5nJ>w1'"'1"''""·1Ls,p.uttu,(6lL=J!l) f·fl!iurrouwT~p,o,(=o~:;,. q,.Lev.,i 12): lLacarne 
11 / 1·/ ,1111 S 'I" 6 1L+r-i:.iv l't:.rJII h G uru1(u• (B111 ~ t1T111€~v, C tfl'tu<Tn 70 24S 2.)1 r"'.'rr!n~n}: S 'he 
~,, " l!. Ii ,,t fi.,,Jw;, 0"1J ( = 6 S)/,,. '1l · !ht p/111 ,',, ·,7111Nd In< >nt•po11r/ w,lh /ht pl11r 111 th, 11, ,\/ rlawt 
J-J •:•:i 1J) :v//1, Ii f!tlk; I,/' 1 r .r, .'1111r11il t111d ,/h I' nJ(IIJ I, ·~~ 'l'. <J,. [i •• ,.,,,au, rrpn,'ln,w• (,/). LXX o I',. c,(1\', 14, 

To blot out ..• The rcftrence is to the fact that by :mnouncing the approaching death or :',nul. Samuel prophesied 
the blotting ,1ut of till sin, of the pcoplt-, of whom Saul \l-.1> the represcnt.1111 c; S,1Ul's death atoned for the sms of the 
pc·ople a:, well a'S for his own sms. 

j) \.L\ II I LI (IJA\'!11.. 

1. stood up. 1~ll. as in <'. 1 z, in the ~cn~c of • .1ppcar upon the scene': this is also frequently the force or the word 
as used in the l.1ter books of the 0. T., cspcciallr in Uaniel; see e.g. ,iii. 22, • . . . four kingdoms shall sund up [i.e. 
app,ar l out of the n.uinn' (cp. I>,m. xi. 2-4, xii. 1), almost equivalent to 'arise up' 10 1;, ; see also Ezra ii. 63; 
;\cb. \U 6;: i's CVI. JO. 

Nathan 11 is noticublc thll Hen-Sim la)·s stress on the succe%ion of the prophets, cp. xhi.1, xtriii. 1, 12, :2, 
xii~. · his 1s the comicuon of earlier wnlers and prophets, that the lone of propheucal 1,achers m Israel has been 
umntetrupterl since the time of ~loses (cp. Amos ii. 10, iii. 7, 8; Hos. xii. 13; Jer. ,ii. 251 x,·. 1

1 
&c. &c.t. As 

A. II. Jia,·idson "ell ,ay, (Old lisl,111u11I Propi,..,y, p. 16 I.): • The re.,J history of lsr,\el is a his1ory in \\hich men 
of prophetic r,mk and name stand a t the great turnini;-poin1s of the people's life, and direct the movement>. The 
inner progress of th<: people was throuJ.:hout guided by prophets who tertilized th" rcli;:ious life of the ndtoon "ith new 
thoughts, or nourished the seeds of truth and higher aspirations already planted in t•,e heart of the people into fuller 
growtl, and fruitfulness ... .' Thts offers a good comment on Ucn-S1r,1's pmnt of vie" 111 these chaptsrs. 

To serve in the presence of David. , , • •::i> :l',•,i>. lit. 'to present oneself before' some one with the impl1ca-
1inn of re.,clmcss tor service (cp. e.g. Job ,. 6, 11. i; Zech. ,1. 51. In I Kmgs 1. 26 :S.llhan spe:ik•. of himself as the 
• ,cnan1' of 1>a,1d: but this is exceptional: the true prophe1s an· normally not the servants o f any one but Jahveh; 
their unfe1tcrea freedom of speech and independent attitude towards those in authority were amon,; their leading 
ch.ir.,cteristic,. l t is probably o" ong to this that the Greek renders ·prophesy' instead of• sen e '. The reading of )ll 
is, hm,e,·er, to be rc•aincd, as it more literally nccords woth the 0. T. narrati,e. On tne ,crse generally s.ee 
: Sam. \'ii . 2 ff. 

:. as the fat is separated. The reforenre is to the antestin,11 fat of the sacrificial ,·ictims {oxen, sheep, and goats), 
cp , I xod.,m,, 13, 2:: Le,·. iii. 311'., vii. ::ff.; sec also I Sam. ii. 15ff. It is thos p.1r1 of the ,ictom, 'the fat o( the 
,,mcnaum with the kidneys and the lobe of the liver, which the Hebre\\s \\eo·c forbidden to c.11, and, in the case of 
sc1enficc. humcrl on the altar. , .• The point of vic,v from which we arc to regard the reluctance to eat of them is thnt, 
bcanc: more , ital, they are more holy than other part~. and therefore at once more potent and more dangerous' 
(l~oo.·ri,,,n ~1mth, '//rt Rdigio11 '!l th,· S,•1111/ts', µ. 38of) The prohibition is only in regard tn the fat about these 
more ' ,ly p., ·t,. an<I clocs not extend to 1loc ordinnrr fat of an animal referred 10 in !\ch. i,i. 10, • Co your way, eat 
the fat ,c·;-::~·~. 1.t. the t.,sty f.itty morsels), and drink the sweet .• .' 

separated. Lot. • lilted up•, the techmcal term used on Le,. i, . 8, 1 o, 19, &c. for separatin~ the fat from the Aesh. 
Scf, .. clttrr (Tl: tl"mlom of ll,·11-Sir,1, p. 31) pointedly refer. to Ps. lx>.Xix. w (19 in EV): OJ/D ,,n:i 'mo•-,;i, which 
may wdl h.1\'e b,·en m the mmd or Jlen-Sira. 

front the offering. Ltt. • from the hol)' thing', cp. Le,·. iii, 3 fl'.. x.xi. 22; '\um. v. 9, x 111. 17, 2 Chron. :ai,. 33; 
Fzek. xxni. 3b. 

So was David... Cp. 1 S,1m. xn. 4-13. 
from Israel. \\'ith the rendcnng of l!:i (see critical note) cp. 1. 20. 

3 He played . . . > "Ii::' on the 0. T. means to • hugh ·, usually in derision (cp. Ps. xxxv1i. 13. hx. 91, wherca., J pnb 
m~;,1 lo' pl,,y'; e \\Jth hc.\·,ts, in Job xii. S txl. 29 on Hebr.), \\'ith the ,·cr>e before us cp. I Sam. x,ii. 34-36; 
Is. xi. 611'. 

calves of Bashan. Properly • bull,calves of Uashan ', which is inappropriate as the parallelism requires 
a. h:irmh·.-, .,r.d "tal. animal of some kind 10 correspond \\ith •kids'; iL is scarcely to be doubted th.11 l!i ~ reAect the 
nght Leu h~rc. 
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SJRACH 4'i. 4-7 

JI 4 In his youth\ he ~lcw thl' gi:intk, 
fnd took aw:iy 11 the reproach from the• p<.-ople•, 

»\\ hen he swung hi hand with 0 the sling», 
And broke• the pride• of Goliath, 

5 For 'he called unto God• Mo~t II 1gh •, 
And I le gwe ~trcn,:th to" hi~ nght • h.111<1, 

So that h1 struck do,, n • • the hero , crs('cl in wm • 
Anti•• exa!Lcdw the horn nfhis people•. ' 

6 PThcrcforc· the daughters sang- of him, 
,\nd honoured him \\Ith: • [~l.,>cr] of t,n thou,.rnd '• 

\Vhcn he had put on the diadem" h<' fuught, 
And subdunl the cni·mics nn ,\'I sid<~ 

And plunrlcrcd• the l'h1li,1inc cities ',' 
J\rn.i hmkc their horn unto this day . 

1f•) s wllh l.1n1I. l!. cum :\,nl~ k L; Q"i Ol'\I U'l!Off'U'fV ')1'4)'11.,.,.n (, l!..)· j O : ,8 > (>1\1 .5 = ll 
I-) l(rJd n.;., D~' 'l,'t;) :ic'1ri ,:'~~ (/' //, lilt: I :--1m ''(\I 2t1 ~:O-: ""::.:'' ~!."': ;"!:i~ -i·::-i,), lit It,.,. S"NU"Uht1/ 

11w1 v d ,,,,./, ,1, r r11IJ o~·:..· n~.,r, •.• f /'· Jt r xx111 4o c'-,,1,• r~'"';""; ::::·~~· •;-r~ 11nd /}. romr ,,, Ps. 
h;x~i11 . 4•6) 11 6 ,fr,101· S • h.~' 1 11 ,li u, '';' ,rrapo1 \'•J-HI { \ \ , upar) •• >.181~ n4,.,.-~Yflf / 11. 
• upon· 1• [i a·,1tH.;1,1A,1 f ~ ( 1 ,1,; ... ,ini,,~,,,. L ) e; ya1,.1m:u1 :: • thi "•, It: (•,ricle)' r r .S he 
1,ra~ctl in tb~ "<:'ht of I" I /: '/' 111 r,j,1(11r /, , "3IO. x,11 Vi, ~;I /' 1L m,.x n1, Donunu~, (ul lkum} 
nmniiv1tr·utf·m • rt 1'111ic,..- " ,.,,. 1r. 0 t. So > IJ \!i (Eop.u ru ;-)t;"':.:,t; ~·-.. :"S 
Crnd','"'11"11t-'~IICJflll'(h'>-'1.11nTr1i.)u·::-,IA,,,~(;"-1h1r11A,µr>4r ;:: •lf'W. .,ht, f:"i;tr' WI\ ~ Ull"''10U111({, ,. ... ,,,..,.,,,) 

""'ili:J> ,. ,t1au 1111.:~ 11!..) ~ .$+ hr.id' > ,G/Msmrl11,,/I! 111\1,11.t·,,,,t//f rsr11nd 
1111Jrr f r, : 

ClT~~ ,., µl.'pllltTU t~l~UC1'V UlTU .. 

A:111 ,,.,tt;Tfl' nl•fuv o• ,,,>.011mt h.,·,uou 

fl' f~ rjitp38Ql RlT~ l1a3r:,...a ani'7t:' 
,~u, •t•r YCJI' t \t'µn,·~ ua;At>C'o• 

'" JI,, l.1.1/ "'"'" (; = )!1 :, 
•· • l,' tta 11_., r:i•, ( P tl,r \. JU , 
nakC'cln (,, mon,.r lh(' I 1 l11 h,111c ... ") 111 

].!.. t. x:ilf,,l\1 .$ J lrn.~k \'CIH.,l ,lllCL" Ol 

.. Y1uh,1thr m, ,,., c,,z., 1 1. ·,t I ') 

11,e•, fc rr ti e wornrn p ·11$ed !um 1 ')Tl I · ri ~ • c "n 
·n•, ul,1 h I t y 1tl'fl, :, // I' ·,/11-.\:111111,r (' .. nd ~ t 

f,11,, I , 1r11pl //\1/r,i• as., iJ:-t·• .\, /lull. , ,,, ,, •I JJ 

L c:--ii· l \fr t JI/ C'f) ., Ju /J .\m. II I,,,,,, JI,, ) 1, f,/ r, U ~ 
1!. 111 ,. ·tcmuin 

~. ln bis youth he ~!cw the giant. l p. 1 Sam. x,·11 •• 10 1f. 
And took away ( p. 111 ·,etc· mn 11, tl11 rt·ftrt'.OCl rn the- crit•1.:. ! no!c: .,. 'XX\', 8 
When he S\\ ung . . t p. 1 ~a·n. \'.\ 11 ... l,. 50. 
And broke.. I 11 'brok, 111 pieces'· r< lcrrmi; to tht- cut11n;: , IT ol 1,01 at'l, he1d .v1d the • lanu d 

)frs annour 
5 he struck down. ln th<' 0. T :p;i mc:,,n to 'tlnust out· or' pu~"; a.wa)·' ( ~p : Kin .s ,, :7 m h. ,:;x11 19, 

tu · d1:p11~c' in r dn, nc:c lo S't, '---.d 
the hero versed in war \\ h th•· I lchrc" ( ee cn•,cal note! cp. tllf· \\Ort in t ~ 1111. "' 1i ·•"\;;;-: :--:-~ ~-~ 
And exalted th<: horn of hi~ people. ! he 111:ure 1s ukcn 011~1n.1lly trom th,1t, f the '"111-<X no! Of: up his head 

in consciou! ~tn·ng1h, \lCH 111 r t1 d, <: • ..:., in tht· or.u:.!e vf l*'1l~1am (i'\om. x.,111. ::1 • Hr hath .is • \\t:rc the hums cf 
the wi1rl-ox'; cp. fo tli, c·-.pn:~~u>n S ,m. i1. 1 : l·s. lx'.\.x1x. Ii, ..:.,hw. r4 , 1 \t:1cc 11. 4ti. 

6. Therefore the daughter" •• , C. p. t S.1m. x,·, ,. t>, 7; l's. Ix.-. , 1z I lc'>r .. 
And honoured him. I ur l :ii:, cp xiv z, the word means p1op,:1ly to• i;l\c 1 rnlc', q,.}ob uun. :i · ls. xi"··;, 

xi\'. 4; tlus ~cem:, tll ~e thr ".,:,· 1n "hi( h u i~ L -<:d I, re 
When he hnd put on the diadem. :;·;~ " used III th.- l I. T of th, h1gh-pnr ti) ' turban, sec /.c,h i,i. S; ,: i, not 

ui.r,l of ,l kinb' c ro,, n t ht. 1 r ,1rt.· tu 1Ji1i,, cmt- t l:c 1lll'l,q1i111r l 1 1 J•ht.tM.: :-:.· ... ·: :-·;~. • ., r, ~ .. I• .tdr: l I.. u .. 3 , 
for \\hich the word$ ;n;w ~ ~Sam.xii. 30; , Chron. ;,i;~. a; I st~cn ii,. t SI and "'P •e.g. 2 ::,;,m. 1. 1 o; 2 Kingu1. tz , 
z Chron. n1ii. 11; l's a·.;x11 18) arc used. It ,s w,ss,hlc th.\t 1he ter,:- "Inch IJcn-S,rJ emv1oys po:~1, to the idea of 
the ln).!h-pri<:stly .,~ ,Hll m» lht: 1u),1l ,hn1,1t te;r,,1 lJ,1\1d,ilH\ rtu,. b uut \\1tliuut • 11h ,nu• IT mi 111.: f.>'-1111 w \1L"\\ en 
the McsSJanic tl,ou;:ht c,f his times. On the other hand 'l'J~ 1s used 11uite gencralli· in x1. 5, xi. 4. 

be fought. i. l·. la· 111u;;l11 :is ti11• k.u.h:r \1t tla· .u1tt1c;:<1 ul ls!.aC"I. 'Jt h HI, r.l r tn-.\. lougl1t l11torc tlus on h .. l'"'U 
account many time, (e.g. 1 s.,m. x,iii. , ;. x~"ii. 7 1:, xu. 17 -zo): but llen Sira lays sires• on the: fact of David 
h:win,: fought bec.,usc h< "1s c, ,cn11ally .1 hi;htini; kini; 1cp I Chron. x,;11. 8l. .. • • 

7. And !:i.ubduL-d the t:ncmics on HII side~ \ 11 .. 1h, l'luli:'tt111t.. t.: "\,1111 L 1; ,.,, \Ill 1, :0:1. 1 ~ ::, • ll.1l" ) lunl;ito 
1:: ~.un. \·iu. : 1; the S)'ri.ms (: !,;un. ,. 1. 5-13. x. 1 II •• si,. ~(J c I t: the I ll111111h·.1 t:: ~.1111, , 111. 14 • chc --\mmomtcs 
(: ~am. X. I ff, >i. I ), 

And plundered the Philit;line citic'"'. Su• 1 ritic-.tl nott~. Tht· f'hih tin1.: ... "tn.: thl· must ·nu!tcratr lut"t uJ the 
Israelites during the early days of the mor1.1rchy; hence the special mrnt1on of them here. 

unto this day t >. T. phr.1 ,col"~) ·1 he n11J, rmg ol 1l. t«'C C1 llh ,11 n~t< 1 \\uult! I..: rc.,11)' mun: 10 the I' in• 
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SIRACH 4:7. 8-11 

II d• In all that he did• 1 he gave thanks' 
gUnto God \fo&l llighi h11 ith words of gloryhd. 

1 With h1~ whole heart he lovcdJ his J\1aker1, 

• And sang praise cvt·ry day continually•. 
9 1 Music of ~tringcd instrumrnls he ordainedm bC'fore the altar, 

And set "the singing• of psalms to harps "1
• 

10 P Ile gave comeliness to the feasts, 
And set in order the seasons throughout the year 

r•rq For that he gave praise• to H is Holy Name; 
• &fore morning• the sanctua1 r rcsoundc,d' (thcrewith)r••. 

n J ahvch alsou put a11ay his sin•, 
And lifted up llis horn for ever. 

,1 ·' In tit, 111,11,:111 ,:fll!' Da"id • 1.1111.fl" /, ,/- 5: f'hcrl'lorc he i::a,c lorlh hi, ,oicc in \\Ords ofthanks1<i,·in1<:1ncl honour' 
,,..., J 1/ • in c,·crr work of his'(= Q:i) r-r l?-,1d1i1.i: miin ;m /or m i i;,, , .: 11:i ,a,..,. ,£oµo>.o)'1)<r•• (= J!.) 

ft U)'U:1 Y'Yitrr':' (= 'll.) h-h 1111" I,.\/ I 11u,t,/,ll1d/ rnuh11,:.: 1\~J ·,~~) (.\11101d)/o//,>w111~lf (i- P'IJJO'"' (15,; 
I'?''""") a .. ~?' • ll. hu,l.w,t ,tominum •·t d1lex11 deum. qu, fec1t illum ct dctl,t illi comu in1m1rns po1c11tiam 
J R,·11d :J;iN f or Y1\N : eli ,µ • .,,,,, •m ,n,a"r,a-,: 70 + ••p•o• 1-k f'lu fltbr-w l<xl is 11md1 muhlat,d; Smmd 
011, ,,,1, , , /·t/,. . ,.,;n , ~.,. Dl' ~:i:n (,f. ;, 111, I, //11 fr.1/ ,,Im:·, ir //,, 1 mfr, 111.<) .- Pd,,., 011, 11,/s \'"1'~' ) >,., Cl' ,:i:11 
u•l,1, I, i, b,1<td m, fl,, ,1d./ifi"11 ry 70 248 lo 1·. CJ a11 ,1dd1ko11 wlud1, as S.-1,/a/lrr /,as sltnn11. {,,f,,11g. h,rt. • ,:, 
1n, ,,1/l ~µrpn• nuwo, ,m o 1/>&ur nm.1 G > ti:, 1d10/, d,111rr, 1111/ru 11'' arc lo d1'rc1111 a rmmdnl of JI III uµ,~11( 1111: 

;: / ' ,,, !hr da" u II In r. 9. 11, 1·/ 11n/, 1-1 $ 'anti c,vry da} he ,an; prai5c ( = 8 d) ma continual offering' ; 

p··r .,p 111 rif, ri w e lo I Chron. xv,. 6, .17 ••• jl1N •;;i\, ,•on, 011d l'.ll':J Ol' ,Ji, i•on (Smmd) · r. has: 

-cm rur-qrrrv 'faXT':)'&lt:r ,caT,1111"1 TOI.· ih.r·amtrr'}p«n· 
l(ffl iE '}\Olli: n&1Tuw yXh(ntJ.rfn.1 µt'A'} 

(For fl, , ad,l,i,'011 lurr ry 70 : 18 .,,,. }rt du,ir 110ft ) "' So th, marg. eflll '' 0 J!! 111,11g. c•y;;, , 1,:10 )lj) 
" J" 1oiet·· 1•-r //, fntryJlJ. ts ul,,,/IJ· llllth l,1/,d P-ta,, 011 /lu lx1sir ".((:., r.«msflur/r 1/ ,s/olftn1•s · 

iiii O\Jn) jn:i ( rOoou" o copr-acr , urp,rr,w.,) 
:i}~; r'H')\i!IJ-1 ,,v,~ j;,r,,, ( ~a, flCOUIJTJUftl Ktupni.a p.«yµ, Q'"lll'Tf~fUU ( = ii!~'~ ,,::.:·)) 

S 1,,. off~rcd (M. ~ave) ;::real songs of prai,c year by year t·P r•r ~ > 
fl 0Tf•1•) : l!. laudarcnt r ~r (iD 1(.-U (lr.'0 frpftlt (n-p1,'l(lf ~ .\ C &c), +c/>4>"'1 ~c.a 
t (; q,yrn· (;o 'l.t") 1L :1mpliticu.:nt " tl:r i!. > • tl:r Tur uµa1TTrnt ( = S) 

6. he gave thanks. Cp. Joshua , ii, 19 n1m ;ni .. 
With bis whole heart. Cp. !)cut. \'i. 5. 
every day coDUnually, For the phrase cp, xiv. 14 (llebr.). 

'l" 1 (i- '" T'~ OU•fll,I' 0\TTO\,f (Eth 
• z 4 8 + a,.,,.o, : lL dei sanctitatc m 

\~-" (i ata81}1C'111 /ju.111>.,(l)a• {;;5 

9. l\lusic of stringed instruments. ,\:;• n\J'~' ; cp. the titles to Ps. iv,, i,Ji\·, Iv, l\i, b:\'ii, Ln:,·i,. and cp. Is. uxviii. 20; 

Hab. ii, 19. Cp. -,•:;, •,::i in I Chron. x1·i 4z, and ) :Jl rni·~ in xxxix. rs abo,·e. From the time of David onwards 
stnn...;cd in,trumcnts !->CC'm to ha, c occuruc:rl the 111ost important place among mu~ical ins1ruments in the Temple 
\\'or,hip: the u,,,,,.,. (' l>•rc ') and nc/,e/ (' harp') arc the only two stringed instruments mentioned in the O. T. outside 
the Book or Daniel. 

And set the singing of psalms to harps. Cp. z Chron. x,·i. 4, S· The meaning seems to be that Da1id composed, 
or at all events introduced, harp accompaniments to the psalms when sung; iP'n means lit. to 'arrange' or 'put in 
nrd« , co. l·.ccles. xii. 9, '. . he set in order (follr.1) many pro,·erbs.' 

10. He gave comeliness to the feasts. rhc /..,duk1tes of this period h.,d become la, in 1hc conduct of public 
wor-.hip; it \\.1.S prob.ibl)' for th 1i re:bon th:tt Uen.Sira laid stress on l)a,,id's work m this direction, and made special 
mention of the feasts (Smend). 

And set in order !he seasons. Cp. r Chron. niii. 31; i.e. the festive seasons. II is probable that Den-Sira is 
re:uhnt,. had;. into <'arltcr times the <le, eloped tnw,ic.il !>Cn·icc in the Temple, of which <lcuils J.rc given m the :\1 ishna.h; 
in v~-·- · ,ii. 11. J:1111i.l "ii. 3, c.i;., w,· .ire 1,,ld that there was a special Temple official whose duty it was lo superintend 
the Jhalrnody; thcrr- ,,ere under him~ lar;.;c number of musicio.ms, inducting !tlngets anU instrument.1lists; these had 
to ,tcc!11111>-t~y lhl' dad)· Uurnt·offcrin~s. a~ well ::t':t tht• solemn fosll\',tl scn·iccs1 ,vilh the singinK of ps:alm.s .md plil)·ing 
on Mnng..:.d mstrumenb. 

Before morn in~.. . Cp. l's. In,. 8 (9 in I lebr. ), • I will awake the dawn'; cxi,. 6z, 'At midnight I will rise to gl\·e 
!hank< 1u Thee.' In refcrcnc<· to l's. ,xxn.5 , • They shall fear The<.: while the sun endurc1h 'I R.Jocl1:1nan taught th~t It was 
mu1turious to 1\llr,hip at <l.,wn. 'The /V,·tiqin (j'i''nl =·'the ancient pious•·, w.llche<l for 1he lirsl rars of the sun to 
he~111 the 'A1111.f,t!t (/,,.,.,,l-/11,1/, 9/,, 29 b/. There are now several societies of 11·~1i,;111 in Jerusalem who wor,;hip at that 
hour. The)' h. ,c prc)l,trCd tdblcs nf the sunrisc for the year round from special nbscrvations taken from '.\lount Olivet.' 
.I£, , 1611 a, 

11 put away. ,·Ji;;, lit. to 'cau,e 10 pass away '; sec z Sam. xii. 13, lll~D i•:J~;, m;i• Cll, which is quoted here 
11lmost vo,rbatim, and cp. 2 Sam. xxiv. 10 ( - 1 Chron. xxi. 8). 

hi. born Cp. l's. lxnix. :3, cxxxii. r7. 



SIRJ\CII 47. ll-16 

,i• Al~o Ile gave to hin1 wthc dccrce of the kingdom•, 
• And c~tabli~hcd hi,- tl11one• over Israd'. 

(I) XI.\'II ll-Z! Sc>/,,1111m (= .J +4 + 1 + J + z + .'I di,tich~). 
, , 'And for his ~akc • t hcrr stood up after him• 

b A "isc ,011 ,, ho dwelt in ,afet}' •·. 
13 Solomon reigned in dars of peac, , 

And·" God g,1vc him• r<'st round about·•. 
f \\ ho prepared I a huuse for •TJ li1 narne•, 

h And set uph' a sanctuary for ·\'l'r h, 
r 1 I l o,, wi,;c wast thou rn thy vouth , 

J And didst ove, llow like the \ ik with instruction~ ' 
r,; 1"'Thou didst cover the e.irlh with thy soul', 

0 \nd didst g.ithcr p.irablcs like the ~e.1 "m. 
6 16 °1·Thy nnmc rcnchc<l unto the i,lcs af.ir 011•· • 
.$ q \ nd they listcnc<I' for the re poll of thee''"· 

~5 ~ ,:Jaa,X, .. ,, ,o 2~1' ,'1 .. u,~""' = :-1ro-lkx l!. ) . .:::: 'the lhron" of kin~,1,ip' > • r, .,,. /lpo,o• &.€?• (rp. 
1 S.1m. ii.~. b xxi:. i1, Jcr xiv."· x,11. 12) :::-> > S, (i :i< 'I!. (JI 'Jerusakrn') .S+'for e,er 

i1: might) king' 'l I"°' 11Ho ro\T'OJ' 111·,,r1,, no, tJUfH']/J,•H" (= l..) n • .$,.,- lr-b ~ •aa 4', nt'f'Otr ~ar,Al-c,O 

(:-< 70 ,cunr.muo•, ,p. 1'. lj) ,., r.).unaµ~ (= ~ .Jiii•:J, '/'· P:,. C."l:Vill. ,;) I. ct propter 1! :Jm ct,:tCC.ll Or."lcm 
J>Otcnti.1m 111imicorum, ,f. :. h { r,t, al ,wt,\· .S ·and S-O!omnn d11e-h rn 1.cace J lfllfl/! tlm uru f, 13 ,1 

r 70 24~ + ,n, 1!nfn111li, •I I I!. tu " rrn leth om11r, l,o,tcs • 24fi + .. u, • J,l lf. > • N' ., (!, '1'} 
I I \ft w,, f.lT'J"!I "6 •ff' 1!. 111 ~-+ lt1r l,e•" h-l1 .S.> 1., ii no•>mon • ~+ .:-,olomon 
J·J l:i- "'u 1urr).'1a011'1 {u1,i<f>,110,1 l ·•. •alri, ( ) \I.•\ ora;.ao~ autDt*-'1 k ;: • \\1sdon1 1 I I fi dltrs /Ju ,on lru /11m, 
'Y'W f7rfl(t1~1J+O, '1 "1tA'1 UOl' (io ': .~ + n u) m-m ~ . )"1'11116., //us ti II / : ,<,, 1 through tt:n1c 
under~ ,llu.1111.~ J.tui ti.rough lhc h\·1:.:l1t 111 !11, l1rn1uur ut k.111~.. N 111 .... ":i.':.:' ::· :·; : :::=--:-• c , ,/) / , 
;,,·::· 01,•::i lJ~~m ( .\11,I ,hl,1 i:.,1h,·r '""-' 11, I,, I« 1;.;lit ·), :h, I/. , t , , 1111,11/.11 f /',; 1 J 1 ,, m; t:,, 
uw,ld r,,,d ;,i•n ·~::·r::i ~~·:n1 (· \1111 ," l,t f.' it wi1h d.trl. -peechc, ') · l'i • 01 ,..,,,.A?'"",. (z4~> l ,:upa.i,Ao1< 
tuuyµoraw ~ ..,. I ~ \r'j 1 1 ~ .. .,. ,n,un']Oqs (/ro/;,,I{• n;1r/1l1n6 :~~ /. r :""":<) o T? "P'l~TJ 
uo,, (m, ,latw jJ;~::·~ (,, 1•:1~~·~\ r /.,1 • 11·ariw I ru, 

the decree or the k ingdom. c the decree of pcq><:lL.a ,o, :r, gnly lo l>.1v1<i .ind l11s house cp. : 22, 
2 Sam. vi1. lZ rr . p ii 7 hxx1x. ~8, '::,lJ, 

And established his throne. It is pos<1hlc that I[; re-rt , ,:i; NC:ll sec cmic.,I note}. 
over Israel. Tbis" pr<·f, r bk 10 'o,·er Jcrus 1k•m' of th< Hr ew tc,1 1 wt, ch is poss1hl) due tc the m1luencr of 

\k,sianic thuught cp. I,. '""· -3· 
fkl XL\ II.··-:::: 1~01.U\1<.):0.). 
1::. And for bl& sake. i.e. f,.r his f.1thcr llavid' sake; cp. xii,·. 1:1 :::. .\, ~ulnmon w., no, truly fa •Mui II> J 1•1\eh 

(cp. I Kmgs 111. J, xr. 1-8) hrs prosperous .,nd IJC.icdul rc,gn I> a,cr1b,,d to the mcrlls of his father IJ.1vid (cp. I Kmgs 
xi. 1 :, 131 3;:-6. This doctrine ol tl<c mems of the fathers ("1~N r.1:-1 was much dc,d<>ped m Liter Jc\\1sh tt:acbmg, 
though cme can see from ·1 p.1ss:1~e like th.ll Ldorc us that th( ~ .. ~rnce of lhc l.lttr teaching \\,t, .i~rca .. y ,n cx1sttnc~ 
long before. J'hc thourht nt the snhdaruy ,,f Israel often ltnds exprcs,11,n m R 1bb1n1c.,I wrmr.;:s hr.,cl 1s one 
!-~lf-contamed nrJ.:amsm, .di the component p:Ht:i 11( \\fl.ch ,U-f~ Jrpendcnt uµon c.,ch Jlhcr l"l sp1r1tu:i1 thngs, so that 
whate1er may be Ltcbn~ 1n 11,:htcuu~n·ss tu 0111 r,rn lie ~upplicd liy otltrn; 11no ,ire more 11i:htco" :,; ,turally those 
who were reb.udcri abO\C 111 other'S .,s righteous were the p.uriarcbs of old, \,ho~<: ,;ood JC'r.:ds \i.t•re so great .ind so 
many in nun1bcr that son1L of tbc:m could be Jmputed to mt"n of l.1tcr gtner,1:,ons, "hi .,c: h\',:; \\CfC ne w nch m 
well-doing : cp. c. i;. tl1t· "'ords m , he .\I 1<lrash ,/ur l1,1-sl11n·m 1' :,ong o! Soni:s ') ,n 1 5 • I am !Jbck but C< mciy '). 
'!he congrei;.1tion of Israel b,l)'S," l .1m lol.ick through n,) °''" dc,·ds. l.>u1 <> mel)' thrcui;h the l\uri. or Ill)' fathers".' 
Jt b said of Solomon 1h:1.1 bct,,rc !1t· sinned he had ,1ccu11111l.1tcd much merit; but .,ficr he smncd all the bl=mi:s 
which he rccei,cd "' re ,lu<· to Ilic merits ,,f tus father> {~ildr,».1 t,.!ulul.rh r. h~,, 10 ,. 1), it IS prc,c sely the same 
1hou~ht wh,ch l,c. al th bas<: of the ver,c before us. 

A wise son. C.p. 1 i-,ngs ,i. 3, ,v. :1 f•. 1 111 lltbr '. 
who dwelt in safety. Cp. 1 Kings v . .J {,. 18 •n llcbr.). 

13. peace. m~;;· !rt.' pru,p,·111r· 1q,.Joli~ ,. j. l'>.1:~xu.11. 1~r.,1o.1,: lll J'l:.11\ ~nd 111 .. ;, II) ,11t, ti,) 11,-,. 
the peace which !,olomon enjr•)'ed owing to his fttht·r's ,·ic1ories e11.1blcd h,m I•> li,·t in pros11tril)". 

And God gave him rest. Cp. I ...:mg, v. 4 ,·. 18 in llebr J, 
And set up n sanctuary for ever. C:p. Ps. lxx,iir. 69, ;o. 

14. How wise w ast U,ou •. f"orthisdirertaddrc scp.xlrni.~ II : "i1h1he\\ord,cp.1 Km,:su 1:,1v i9ff.,x.1 
like the Nile. Cp. xx,v. :-, xxxox. zz. 

I 5. A contmuauon of the simile in the prercdong verse. 
with thy soul. 1.c:. ,,ith lu:,;. 111duc11t.c. "uu_.nd t lUJfulcS tlu.: I' ::·~, -:~:.:· 1'10 jl(Ur uut the toul , m 

l Sa.m i. 15; Ps. xii,. 5. Cp. aho thc words of the queen of ~heba in I Kin 6; 2 Chron. ix. S· 
16 . the h,les afflr off. Cp. Is. xii. 5, nn,l '~i l\;i.dl) lxd. 19 t:·;,,·~, ~··~ ; 'X i;1 n t nrc~""jarali nn ia!and in tht1 

usua.lSt:.n~, indcc.·,t \Cryr.irel)·~oin th~· tl. 1·. (t~p .. hcm,·,cr. l:;.,.J, 1:t: ii rd.,, , ri1,;1nal.~ tO.lll) bnd•tm.h ., n1.11mtr 
can make fur in nnl<:r to b3Jll shcltt·r :,nd rc~t: 1:uer on in 1hc more ~cn,:r,11 4.-~1...c a, ·l,ouh.·r ·or' r"1:u,n ·. 

the report of thee. Cp. 1 J.:ings ~. ,. 
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SIRACH 47. 17-n 

i!!" 1, • By thy song~. parables, dark speeches•, 
1 And •atircs• thou didst cause astonishment to the peoples 1. 

'8 ' T hou wa~t calk·d by the glorious name 
\\'hich is called ovn Israel•. 

Thou didst heap up gold like tinw, 
And • abundance of• silver like leadr. 

H) 'Rut thou gan·st' thy loins• unto women, 
L And didst gi\e them to rule over thy bodyb. 

20 Y ca•, thou brought est a blemish upon thine honour 
)\nd didst defile '1 thy bed<l, 

S, as to brini. wrnth upon thy prog-eny , 
.\ml ,i~hmg concerning thy bed'; 

z r <;o t lw people bee a me•• two ~cc pl res h •, 

_ ,\nd out of Ephraim 1(arose) a sinfuJJ kingdom 1• 
z:., i\cnrthcle• ~· God1 did not forsake 11 ism mercy, 

;>; or did I le ,;uffer any of II is words lo f.111 lo the ground•. 
"lk \\ill not cut ofTr1he posterity of llis chosen"•, 

Nor ,,ill I le destroy '1the offspring• of thtm that love llim'' ; 

- Jt \!i- n• ~Jdmr '"" :upmµw«r «m ,rn,.r,;111'>.m, .S 'ht: int('q,r<=tNl pro\'erhs of ,,i,dom in a book' t- t Q:; «m 0 1 (24R 
ll>) rpµ~ll\1 ( )I ( ""') muOneumrn• en {i48>/\""P'" U 111 /h,• !t.,l,f}l!Jh1., t!Jo:ittd In ll1tjirsld,111s \'• Y t; 
..,. m·oµ"T' 1'.tp,o, Tm· Oun• ( 70 .. qX Ktptul/ 1M0-'7t-r-q, )'Jr) T'Ot· t'r:ur.tcAr1f'o-01.: Arc-t ltr1>arfA,J01/11l~fT I~ •1 /0 Jiu rt I if JJ,, ~·, ,~,: 
s; I he II w.,,t , 1\lc,I h}" the 11:mw of Cod, whose is the glory· " R ,11/11._,: ~'"IJJ ( = \l'.i $ )for ~l,JJ (' like 1rc1 ') 

' '~ > S like ciU~l' (rp. Joh XX\'ii. 16, l(Th. ix. J) ,-7 6 7,111.a~,,c>.u'Os • i48 Ta ,nr>.uyx~·n ao\l S 
~1i., ,trcn~th (.p. flrov. :t'.\'"Xi, 1) l- l1 ff ,we ,,·E!ol..'uuu.1811, o· r<e O"wµnr, u11v 1., potestatcm habui .. l1 in corpore tuo 
,. l!'i>(k,/, 1_;_, sno-llex) •hi l!'i To '""Pl"' uov (n,drn.~ 1J.'"'ll /•r TJ.1:.' /.11/ <P, Ezra ix. 1. Mal. ii 1:;) 
C 5 tin lhildrcn s chlldrol f - 1 (i ~,u tl!tlril'lryt'JI' '"' 1"'/ ttcf,poat1·f1 O'Ol -c l'i )tf'taDt1l aixn Tt·pa11 .. 1lla .s 

d"·id, I i1,df into ' h ~ kingdoms ' i-l l!i u1,Em ;1 ..... ~""" nr.«8? i $ hNlltcn k R.- 1d111_:; c:mi 
( •/', XII\ , 10) o> I (i r, t, K,pu"' '" 1!!> (h,1b [i $) n-11 IJi «11 oo I'? imq,6n11r, (,\ NC-• ~wq,6t11in) a,rn 

,..,.w ,µ;,wlJ mrnv: lL ct nou corrmn1~ ·1 nee dckl,h opera ..,U:\ o·<- J/.·,ult11_:.: j\l ,\i•nJS ri'~' ~> (Smoul) 
I't!,J' S rtc"1/f/r11 f1·,,1111111·. 1JJl .,J ,,·nJ ,\JS~ s,,. th,•1,,·1 ,y jll IS much 11111/i/at,tl G (Jta, "'" ,(aA"'Yr, {KAftlT'OI,! 
mTCot' uqmi·u 1• I· $ lht· sred of thosl th:l.l Ion: IJ1m' 1l...,, e"i- u;r,pµa Tov Oi'"11''JtT<u.To, m.·-roJi: !!, th~ son'.-- of 
lli, i,ious on('..,• r In ti,, I, ,1, Jll llu ,:) j /JIJl,d to //,e f'Fta di11.t; c/,111 11- R,,1d111g ;t •l/1 .'••;m,11d ~ j)J)'' jO'l 

1 • By thy songs . . . l· ,·11knll) Prnv. i. 6 \\as in the mind of lltn-Str:i. "hcrt se,·crnl of the same words occur 
(.-i,•n ;,~·~·~ ,::~). 

thy songs. Cp Cant. i. 1, 'The Song of soni;s, which is Solomon's'; 1 King, iv. 3z, 'and his sungs were a 
thou ,and and fi,·c.' ,·:· is u,cd of both ~ecular (e.g. Amos, .. z3; Isa. XXI\', 9J and religious songs (e.g. Ps. xiii. 9, 
h . 31 1 &, .). and ;i)so ,pec,rically of the ,ongs of the Le, ,tical<:hoirs in the Temple worship with musical accomp:inimcnt 
{c l Chron, ,.,. I(>, 17t xui. S; :\'eh. '.\ii. :.7, &c.1. 

parables. Cp. Pro,. x. 1, xw. 1 r;io:,::• .~~'r.l): , :•o is 'a sentence constructed in pa.ra\lcfo.m, usually of Hebrew 
\\"is~ ,m, but oct.,sion.clly of Nhtr type.' (IJDJi, ,. v.). 

dark speeches. -,·n ":i s,,)mg the meaning of which is not apparent on the surface; cp. Judges xiv. 12 ff.; 
Kings \. 1 i in r:. tk. :\.\ 11. 2 1l has the st:n~t' of 1 ;.1Ileg:oty ; sonwthinh thaL needs mtcrprc:tat1on. 

satires. .i:;•t.o: cp. I lab. ii. 6 (' a taunun,; riddle', mi·n ,, :.•~-:i); the root r, means 10 •scorn' 
1 ' Thou wast c-alled by the glorious name ... Cp. !>cut. ,xrni. 10: ,\mo,"· re: .,n,l the <,1<·ck of J.11res ii. 7. 

The reference here is to the original n.,mc gh·cn to Solomon, according to 2 Sam. ,ii. 15, viz. Jedidiah,· Beloved of 
J.,h,·eh': sec 1')ssrl 111/~,. Ir. did not sec the pomt, ,md prob,,bly alt.rrcd the phra,e dchbcrntcly, \\htch ii rcgdrded 
:-..~ 1rn·,·erent. 

Thou didst heap up • Cp. 1 Kings,. 21, 17. 
like lel\d. 'Like slones' tn t Kings x. 27. 

1c; But thou gavest .. Cp. r Kmgs ,,. t · 3· 
zo thou brough test a blemish . Cp. xliv. 19. 

And didst defile. . . Cp. Gen. xlix. 4. 
And sighing concerning . 1. c. Solomon·, la>< morality caused grief tu men. I I i, strnngc that lien-::itra 

mokrs nn direct re ference to Solomon's idolatry (cp. 1 Kings xi. 4-8/, though it is m1plied by 21 a . 
• 1. So the peopte became two sceptres. Cp. 1 King~ xii. L 

n sinful kingdom. Lit.' ,·1olen1 , m Amos ix. 8 occur, m~~n., i"IJ,Ot.,:'I, 
z:. did not forsake His mercy. Cp. 2 Sam. vii. 15; Ps. lxxxix. 33 (34 in llcbr.). 

Nor did Ile ~ulftr any of H is words ... For the phr,»c cp. •:. g. I S.1111. iii. 19; z Kings ,. 10, &c. 
posterity. ;•; cp. ~Ii.;; tl1e word is a rnrc one, occurring only 1hree 11mcs ,n the 0. T.1Cen. xxi. 23; Job xviii. 19; 

h. XI\. Z.:!,). 

H,s chosen 1•,·r,:::i is used in reference to Israel in xlvi. 1. 
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S I RAC H 17. n-·I'-. 1 

J? ' And H e will give to J acob a remnant •, 
'And to the house of Uavid •a root from him••, 

' 48 

If) ;\ f. ,. ( f. - l ~ ;;. "f ;,, n-,d, ,/111'." ,,j t,i.- f« 'I''· IJl!d, r th,, ~ 11,;:t wh, ~,,,., ,,.,1 / 

S"lt1mo11 (= 2 + .I distichs). 
23 ,\ nd Solomon slept• '"in Jeru<::1km•, 

And kft aft1;r him •on,· that \\a, 0H·1 bc.1ring•. 
'C, reat in full~·7 ,ind he king 111 11ndcrst,111din~ 

(\V.is) he who' br his counsel made the 1,1eople rcrnll 
• L\ nd (then) he arose-of hun lt:t there bc rw mlmorial' 

b \\ ho sinned .1ml m.,dc.- Isr.1tl to sin", 
•_\ n~l put. d;i ,;tumblin~-blnck on the w,,y) 1 of f"phr.iim'", 

24 ' 1 o dnn: them Imm their hnd; 
g And thur sin bl nm£. very i:i<:tl wr, 

"A nc.J titer ,old thcmsclvts to (du) all rnanrn.:r <.'f e\'1: •. 

1111) XL\'11 1. 1 11. J-1,Jtrh I= l +-3 + 3 + 1 distichs) 
, l'ntil·• th1:rc arn,eb t prophet like firt•, 

\ Vho,c• ,,o!ll'1 ,, a, 'likl a hurnm~ 1111na,t· . 

1'111i~i.!1 
( /,, /, \"/ lH • ru h 1111ft11/, I) - \.r:i L-t R uhng rt 1/'1 ,\"m n J :-,1::• l!':t:: °;"., r.'=:L., (tl /, , I of): ts 

Iii ,,,,, rlm1 I T4 J,, ) I / J/4 ,I) G HU '':' ~,· ~,A .l. 0 ,c ,>eC,n, I :::: l r Cl k l);.tiOm 1 
' f'.i II fll'G&.C,,cJTO, 

\\-w R ,1,·lt11;: ;1 If J>, ~ r •:; ... i •;: (,,1, ,, 1 ,, / , ~~;~1i': ,. ~ tt1J/J~ol 11 ' /. - ) , 11/y lh'* I ' /1//, r (:-) 
,f 1h, ., 11d I p, I _,,, ,:,! /1 /' t :.:·x·".: \ dt'ip. il,l,!', /· Fed~. ll o) fA- µ•TiJ rlll)' !"!U"t'W .. (+a11r0t. 

~ \ s th 11 - ,•rnJs c~·, ~ ~-:\ A •,:·~ ( ' 11 1
,. l I' 0\ X\I'.\ 2 I \m ,zJ ) (i flC TO "'"P~JTOr 

a,•r, l 1-/' r \( \. >/ l,i,11. • .l = ;·:·: -~111, "'), I .s > y )' ,r. ,. .... ,, f,p •• • t "' ro-11 X Ao V 4>.-v .. ,) 
7

-
7 R· ufw:., ,::·~ ''· 1 ,, , t1 h I c~·~r., , ul lht , ,1111 I ha t 11 /I, 11, 111al r ''"'> ,11 l11 and ti 

,,, n -/, tJ d'dlu11 J:-. "'l •11d Cl,' th, / l..r, , 11 th 11,,m / /(th I am 1Ju1l 1/ 11 th I,, /1 I t!r r mt,r 1 ,.z that 
//1 11,1111 1/; 1l .... J ,1/ri ,1pp,11 · 11'.'i r, 1,/ ,,. t, lu I, 1,1! t fl, n •ma/ tttl '1111 Jl1, fr, 1/ Re .Jlx>am ', 

For a11oth,, ·1..• ,rd·/ 1J' sr xh11i. 17 :: ,: 1/h Sm nil """: r \""i 1 ... , ::< : ... '1 / r • ..,. ~~ l:"" -;:;·x ..,~~ 
~ ::ll l!I CiJ;~i' i:ll 15 ,1fo1rt /1 11 //, I I I t/111 !l, 1111k th r/111 I / ,,~ th mmll 11 :I Jrr, boar 
of '\'cl, r ' ,111 I.· 1 ,/fi• ha n, "" !tJ t I l, Ir r 1/I, u( h,m I • •h, re.: bt 11, 1,; r. .mal '. //, ,ri ;:~ , ~·x ; :; 
"' t llf/>t!S ,I < ,/11/ \ /0/1 f( rth ,,, /'T "" I lit w/11, I, -~ 111,/ g, //0 IJ ti, ) II f"'I f 1111) Mt • Jr I I 
1/,, f'1,.s,11l I,\/ klI l 1rfr 11/} ,,d al /hf hand /~ 11 gt 1/ ,- · (i km 1,p,d ,, uo• (:< ,, .) ,pjm, ;: }. • 

he no m~morul to 11111" (, · •o J, rol.0.101 lhc sot rf :,.;, I I, (i , •f?l'•'J'"" ,,. 1,,,,..?:\ c .Allh u~I, 
/llc-ic 71 ord'i ar, (()II ul 11 fJ r,, !t.t,,i/ 111 ,,, I t 1 .. r it! 1'.Jii1 ,,,,, 11m Un f, d 1phcr I/um I ti, r ,ll ,, ,, r/111111> 
cl-,J ~ ., 1,.,,. """;rTm~ o .S he hou ~.J1hr.11m • ff G ·, , 'J. t, lflJ/ 111:ts l:1. ,!.111 t , l(j c,u 
nr\tJ8t.·1.lJ11cun m aµupTW II r, •· a(/ioa, ::,, \nd ht 111ad ll e1r ~Ills 111.lll\. h-b. (i ,'Qt f,'Q0'1Jtl ff"O"ll:p(IDI' f'ftC'7''1041'+ 
f (,,J\ ( \ c.>s-} u 8,1t,JUU: t'>..f111 t,r •ll'l""OV• 0 ; o 2 ,4 'I 111 o\a4.-:,Ztra l!. f- UM UC ( 1llnt J t:'f\C trtl (I Ill} C ( ft:'l~ ) ("l .lb 
nrnnibu· pt.·cc1u ... Hbt r.n ('0'". (dommu ... ,. , . 11 xhP 1 1;, • Qj; • 11, Ii fi: + 1 l · ih c / ,1 

''"\ ml his I J,\r1d1•1;: , .. : i ( _.. (", :::) / ,· -i;:i e • ~ iw, >.1p"Tar f.1:1nno ~ /, 11, (i }! I I i1kc 

a remnant Cp. :d". 17 . 
• • n root Cp 15. x1. 1, 10, a rdcrence to the )lcss1an,c hrpc, cp. 1 Kini; x1. 1':I· 

(// XI\ II. ~l z5. 
:3. s le pt. ~~~· staiHl,ng .done .,s hc1c flC\l'f h.is the sen c .:,f d)m~' in the ( l. ·1 . It is al" •> s foll, "•d by some 

words "h1ch cxpL n it as rctemni; to death, e (: 111 , h:mi:s x,. 41, 'hes tpt w11h h , f thcrs', 1n l<Sa "'"· 8 th~ corte>:t 
~how that death ·eant , uther"" 1se 1t me ins ~,mpl)· to' ltf"'r,' or" I c d1. "n '. & 

1nJerus a le m. L,.\l'l)'"L...,llllt1m111Lt.uunmu,.,Jr1111thcn1•u ·t I&, , l1)ptt , ,•J 
;n the. tc}..t 1~ th,lt prupust•d I,)" 1 ·4 ti·r, II torn . l 114.l~"' 1l~t ll llll uc, ••Un' ul 1...,: .. " ~ :. ~;. • \ I ll,~ 11 .. n I! ti ll ~u mu~1 
reigned in Jerusalem • .. ,\nd ~o!,1mon skpt 111th h1, f.1thers, .,nd was bu nee in the c1I) c.f l>a\ld.. . fhc abbrc, ..111on 
" :.:,,,, tui1-Jtt. ,q.mlt ltoin nthl'.r r1.:.t--01t,. c1 nnl\,lbl~ I L\C hcen ~u~t tell L)• th 1.,li;c ct\11 10.,.~ : ... :.:· ~ .. - , n 
of pc;,cc 'I," hh h \"La:> IJ.c,·n urn,· ot 1h1.• ,.-t) 111010:,:u·-t put 111r\\,1rtl u1 l H p.1- t cp. / /. \ u. t 1 , " l tu.: re c:,n,,: f li ,tee 
critical no tcl, ,dw h wuui<l loll1111c11t! 1lt1cll 011 ,,, •il:nt of Ilic pt:f,l'lt.:.• 11.1,!\, ,~ ru!t.,.l 11&.t br.:: ,u c ••I tl C •l•s.tl co{, h11.&! 
C' in\·oh·ed. which J· cleou 111 lht· ltxt: IIH' 11111h"' 111 111 ,.n., Tc.-1• ::,1T1 t¥1r 11;:: t:s ,,:m .1.,., n,1 ti, t.. 

the original. . . 
made ... revolt. T .1 • throw off re .. tr.wit: <.:p. T ro,. ''-I\. 1 S "ith tlw "h I,· 1::J.1n-C q, I "·n~..,. ,i,. f, 1 J 14. 
a nd made ll,rael to sin Cp. 1 Kmgs xw. 16. . 
A nd put a s l umbling-block . Cp., I Km~s xu, ::8 . 

24. T o drive t hem fro m their la nd. Lp. z Kings xw. :z, ~J; Jcr. xxn,. 10. 
A nd t hey sold themselves • . l r, I Kings :ou. ~o. 

(111) XLVII J. 1 11 (EUJ\JJ ). 
1. a p rophet llke fire. Cr \lal. i": r, 5 .(i11. 19, 23 1n Hcbr.). 

llke a burning furnace. Cp. :: King,,. 1011, 
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JI!" l I And he broke for them the 9taff of brncl ', 
•Ancl by his zc,1lh 1maclc them frw in numbc.-11. 

3 By the wo,d of Cod k I he shut up the hean•n 1 

hil·m also• dcst:cndnl thrice•. 
4 P H ow tc, ribl1 wa,,t thou, Flijah ,. 1 

And he who is like th<'c sh.ill be i,:lorified·• 
r, \\ ho did,t tais<' up,\ dead man •from cir.uh ', 

,\nd• from Shec,I' •aco.:urclint: to the good pleasure" of J a h veh T; 
fi \\ ho hroui.:htc, t down "k1ni.:s lo the l'it•, 

AnJ• lh<'m th.it \\TJ<' honoured from tlwir beds• [of sickness]; 
7 \VJ10 h,·ank,t • rc:buke,b in Sina i, 

Anti Jt1di:,·111u1ts of \Cni:eantc in I I01cb·. 
8 \Vho anoiutctlsl k ini,:s•1 • fur rctrihutiun ', 

1 \nd ,1 pwpht·l as , utccssor in thy place•. 
'I\\ ho 11.1,t t.1kt·n 1.1p11ards •111 a 1d11rlw1nd•, 

".\ml b)· fin> troops lo the lw weush. 
1 o 1 \\ ho ,Ill ready for tht· ti1m, ·ts it is wnllcn ', 

• 'In , ull I\ rath b1 f.,rc tlw ticrc1 .ingc, of God lk, 

:\ l11uuing fu1n,1Cr I I .ri ( ~) n\ (S ,crn) or17'>'"l''" ur ,n:T,Jl'f X11-1nti ( .f-,r<r\t•11nJ.• 248) R·ll 11, tl inl'il:a.11tt·~ 
1li11111 1nnd1a •11.1 1,.1110 faui ,u111 + non J•okra111 ,•111m ·U•lln~1~ pr,,r\'tpt:1 dounni " + "'l''I'':' ;o 1-i ~ he 
n·11t IIH.'.01 ;\,UIHkl. k €i l\tpa11• I l qj; Lll'f'1.\0' c,1p11t·u~· HI ;o ' t lS .$ !-i)to .. 11 ... , F.Lh+'from 
11l t\l'll

1

• 1!. ~• h.·r1.1t..· •• l'"i fllrW\ (> ~rn ;o 1 1X "'lJ) o $ •··upon the all.H auJ u5,un ll11..• 1-:oJll·s-:,, men ' 
I ,, e:. w, ,,1<,Euu8'1~ lU,f'lll U'' Ton 1101,,11,,., .. ,, IYt•l u. ,it a,upldiC,llU l ~ I Ii.ls In 111u,,hihhu~ UI II / r/. I !,ha.II 
µ1onl\' hilll'.'ot·lf"~ e"i lf ll'\°'''''" ( s \ 1ot, 15 •• :H)b .<t0•\1/trnm Jll) 11., pot, . .,,, glori.,ri r r S:- > • S> 
I j·? ~ 18 Z/i.l ~)t11- l k~+t•H• "" fl 1• /•.11b, 1/1.1/ J!J.1 ,n,/ :l 1m/«1,/ 1/ ::l (- ;S). fi.,. >."}'I'• 1/ ; , \ 
' ~ tr. • tlu.. )lo~t I lig-h lL dnruini ;fl·i "" '" ~.,, (i th· onN)tuu• lL-t I l <.;011(ngi,t1 l.lcilc poll'Utum 
ap1.;0111m Y ~ tl11uHt·1.o' • e:i «Au,,,, .. JU t, 111s/'f1 .. ,. 7 ~ .!I N,111/111;.: yc,:;'il ( = ~) f,r irc.:·n (- S 
• who prod.umcd ') L .S I rn bis ktnp .\tu 11 (1111. u11dt"r sl,111d111,~ Jilt' rkd, ·rnt) G ,A,,.,..,,,. 70 1.JK l,).l 

~yn ·1 lt·X + Ktpwt• r r ~> +I /l,·,1,/11~~ 'J)tJ ( = G ~) fi,1 ~,o , . .., S,,. fl tu· ,wraffulloµ.n (Jll 
Ml!:l~::·n .) r rt. 11'111 tr~o</111-Jm im&\Of..\ JHr 01,.ro1· ]L. ~:l pruplu.·cas fad, ,uLCt:SSOfl!°' 111,,~t l(' "" (i U' 

AwAmu ,n,,,,~ h 1i f'i- ,,, o,1p.n1'1 lftff'WP 1r1,mw., _$ 1 by fiN}' hor~cs lo hc.\\'t•n ' }ll ,· 11111/llalrd al //u r11J t/ //,, 
, 11,, '10 1h~ Ji,.1\< ns 11 ,uld,d .. 111!,., l,,ws of i: (,p. i 1\111~• 11 1 r o•o::•,, .1'1)10::l) I ·i Jll /,/, \\'1,o .111 wrillc:n 
(.\ ... ) 'T·UI) h•r lhl' ltrn« · e:i- u «11ruy,-H1,J,f.h '" ,A,;ipr,1\· (,AAq,µutn (.u.) :,-:, ,).,yµoL•• 2 1K1 f A,yµ,,, ,;\) o" _.O,P')h ( V ~5 
~;; 1 S\ n -J 11..·x 1e,u,~., - }!.I); u, ,A,yµ:111\ tJ· p1,1/,<1'1/y a , 11 1 u/l/u,11 ,f '""'/JO• • .=- 1 And ht' \\ ho I re1d) tu lOm".' ' 

I ·• l/1 11,I, I //us lt111 rN JU f\ 11111/1/11/,,/, lh,,1,..,/1 :'h, ' ,/ L,,N. , ·1.,,/,/, ,1, 11,/,11,, 1 ,\111,m/ ,,11,l l',/,1_. (i ,mrrmJcu 
0 1,Y?• ( + •1""~"" t.;,,,,,,.,, 70 , ,~) "''" o,.,..,,., S 'h,..ror,.. 1he ,by ol Jahwh cmue,' ( '.\hi, iii. ~) f 1>· r, 111 F\ .I) 
11!. dumini 10 111 S""> 11 11 6 1r,11po'" "''(" 1,01· .S I lht.· ch1ltlr<·n unlo tl11.: Litlu:r~ • 0 

,. $ hi. 1 lo 11rocl.un1 

: he brok1: for lh1:m Cp. h. iii. 1, l•.zck. i,. ti>; I'<!. ch·. i<'-) 16. 
And by hi~ zea l . lp. 1 Km,s 1 10, 14, 18. 

3. he ~hut UJ> lhc hcnvcns. lp. I h.1111; '"· I ; Jauw, ,·, 17, 
Fire also descended thrice. Cp. 1 King, ~,ui. 31!; 2 Km,:••· IC\ 12. For the acldition or S (sec criurnl note) 

n1 I h.1111 ~ >th. 3~ 
.( llow t1:rrible wn,t lhou,.. lor this dirt•cl .1dcln·~5 cp, ,h 11. 1~. 
> Who <hdst raise up . , p. 1 K111i:s x, "· 17-24. 

a <lend mnn I or th, llcl>r Jill <p. , 11. 7. 
(,. Who broughtest down kings •. . l p. 1 1'111gs "'· Ii, xi . 19 ll. 

the Pit. St<" ix. 9, h 2 (llthr. ,,nd \:r.1; cp. c.zck. xx<111. 1• 
And t hem lhal w1:re honoured, .• u.1hc,c he brou~ht down to the Pit; 1h~ reference i to .\hn11.1h 2 Kmg, 

I. I, It>, 17. 
1 Who h~nrdest rebukes... lp. 1 Kings x,x. !J It., 15 ff. A, in J', 6 1hc two d.tusrs ,I)' the ~me thlllK m a 

dif1t , : ,t \\,1)' J,,-11-."··11r.1 ,,-,..,Ill~ "'in.,1 .11nl l l111d1 ·•" ul,n11t:.,I, l1ut 11 ·~ tJUt:!,llUl\,tl.11'• ,\ltt_lhl'r ht.: \\tl "'orn.:lt rn th1::i., 
1h, • h I u1y 1111 d1·,n ,1 hnl.11 .... n·~'.-trd th,• two .l~ 1dc11ucd. ( >n the otlu-r h.m~I, t hC)·nc ( /,/,',I\· •• 1f,43J say that oi 1i;m.dly 
ll1q· \\1 h 1lhl1U1 t: ' I lor, h l,1y 111 1h,· ~111.11tw [le:1\111,111,l, !'-i111.11 in ~1 uli.m, on the \\t·~t • nat-l nf .\1·,,h1a ' tq). \\ dll1i1u .. c11, 

/'11 I, , 11,11..., , p. l5'J ; \In •a·,/ 111~:.;, ~, PP·. 1-10. 1 i'J : Sl.u!1.·. I,- uhli-/11,11.:: ,In Vt,//.·,•., /,1,1,·I, p. 111. ~ \ uu t .;all I t)!.trtls the 
ult·111.·.1.t1:1m ot tlH' 1wu ,t • 1 po·l-c'C1ht ccmfu~1011' (.IIIHr,,dit,.,,h,: A .. 11/ht,,11.111 1•· 151. Set.• tu1lhcr l>r1,l'r on 
I::xod. i,;. 1, 

~ Who anointedst kings. i <', l!nz.1el and )<"hu; cp. 1 Jo.inirsxi,. 15, 16. 
retribution. l p. xi,. ,, "lll'ri· the llcbr. word i, used in the sense of• rccompcn•e '. 
n proph~t. Cp. I i,;inl "x. 19-:1, 
ru; succes!lor. Cp, xii\, 17 (Hebr. and l,i.). 
ln thy pince. ~p. 1 i,;ing1 xix. 16, • nncl Elisha •• shah thou anoint 10 be pwphe1 in thy room.' 

9. Who wnt,L tnkcn ••• Cp. 2 1':ing, ii. t, 11, 
10. Who art rendy. .. <p, ,\l11L iu. 23, ~4 (I\', 5, 6 111 l. \ / 
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II!" T o • tum the heart rJf• the: •fat hr.rs 1:nto the childrcn° 
And 0 to rrstorc thc 0 trib-"!S of lsracJr. 

11 • Tilusc<l is hr• 1hat sceth thee, and die1h •. 

"') Xl.\'111. 1: 11,. l:/1J/,,1 'l/,.-, n11/1,/11r fo/ tlbl'f Pf'/. ,1111 tl,,11 /111n•l,mo:t 

(= 2+3+4 distichsJ, 

u 'Elij.1h wa5 hidden in the (hc.wcnly] ch.imlxr~·. 
' l hen was I.lisha filled "ith hi~ •pint'"· 

• fn doul,le rnca~urt chd l1l' multiply s:g11 

And marwllous wa, all th:it went forth out of his mouth·. 
A II hi~ d:iys he moved • he fore no man•, 

• :\nd II'> flesh• cxcrc.•sc<l .11..th.mty o~cr h ~pint' , 

(,. ,. lo J,rta, h llu Gos/ti lo, d~, ,,. ( hr, /11,n mjlrunrr) ~ ('; 10 .. >1 ( = .:-} ,f J•a . ._, 1 6 
1i .. l"fl fff • •It ••I U, 1,:z=.,.-1•t{I 1/,pftfMH'ltt '"')"• Ill .ft fl,fi j_, .. If• :,.t, ,,_ J __:- J s Li 

•he,• 'Ind i, d .. ~d • '·r f l,,s /r,u r aim I 1th 11, ,,/,[,'ffa' I ,n JI . • \mmd, ~" th, l 1,11 f G :; 
:-• -:;, - ·;-;. ·: j"'""; :.:'X"' ( \rj I ~ , ... ,,. l,1 I a 1 t,, " i,WJ , > 11,11 14 , 
/'-1,, . ,r/J / ti :111111 f:i , r,/.1, ,1,/ - · - : -:·- ·: - :~ :: •: I J vr "' t .,-, , h,c ,,-A, ·i.., ,.1; ,I. iJ. 11 ,J, 
,,j, ,. I 1 ll,,1 \,r~ '"'J., , , ;u,:A, .- \.,., ,, 1' " • 1 (i .-:.i, ._,,,, ~,... .. (•, (:C ~ c .. ,, ;o ~'?) { ,_.,~ 
~ 'n~J. l,e dies r.o: but l:Hs : 11. J,O•' rror'el"' • uiem nc.n eri. Ille no, n ro\lrum (111 rtin11 1 t, Fl,j11h} 
•• JJ ' I/Iii,,'"''"'' I '/0 ,1 \,'I I , I 1,111 -;-: ; - :,,~: :- · - ·"":< f H, ;,,, 6 .. , 
!: ; JIAwH IH ( ;o /) '" .AruA,n.1 lrlH'l:U'1l •1 ',,, I .. \.~ ...... ,-,,(.,.. -:-- : ) .:: I .. , "' ... ~""'"'r," t u,10 I. t. ht'l1I• r• ti 
lf•·1L'11· l'.'n ,. ''""'' - ;-: ;--;,;::-.:.::·x·-· .... s .,,,, .,.~,,,,, ,; ,,,,, i • •, 1,1 ,d,1J..,•l11, 
r,mammg; lllf ab,,:.·, i the rmd,nr: • ,-f fi S • \nrl f h;l,a rN uvcd a rloublr (portion) nf prophecy·· • A ;o 
2 ~ 8 !-yro-1 lex T "Y'"" • • (j.,. !:: ' \n I m. ) wond<"r, a11d -ign, d. I " mouh L •er w • ti wo { •; 
2,1.R err,) "'P)fl -r,,, (;o ::r 1k np).ovrw .. , z "fj 1uJ.1 • tJt.>,.is J ('i ul-"',, (= ~I 

. A nd to restore t he tnbt:a of t arael. \\ 1·h f{i •1.1TiioT1}0'~4 t:/>1,Aor 'lw:'4'~ cp. M~rK IL 12 ,, tr ;,i.,, alT,,u ·10.uar 
,uw o.flw., r.,~·?., O.,roara.·rt<rTG,,h ,rivra, "Ith wh1c \\r~ c >~p.ltC'5 th1· -,:-!\~ j~C uy Kh h k.a.t- S id)• C.aon 
r ,prL."!. l...,_!i s .1r hll; rm, rat •y IO the ror ni of th~ I Jay of J ,hvth 1/u /11 Ire Jl1tnl, 11, p HJ•. 

Tl• s 1s one d the fow ,,., a,,. m "ht< I n '>ir• rrlc, t•> the \less,!: !lope ~ 1>0 1.,v. 21, alv. 25 
xh.--.ii. 11,'!:,xh·11 l$1 :?.5,xlix 12,J . .:4,lt.12 butn ·1hrr•hcn.1•urrnf•t: "'"oknor1 eh ~1c.....!c'l'c ::-uuncc,of 
the umc, by "h1rh ~1t"S~U" crnc ;,t nns wc:•t ll"'a)), c,. ri ·1, e , YiC'!'c su h t? lead un,.. •, cxpcc .. mucl, str~ to 
lie I.lid c,n this ,., >J:-C~ Ii ··1ng tlic thir1 crntur} 1 I th Jews h•rd 1n ,,:i,e•~de .ind prosper, y, .a~d tie hope 
concc,mng the \f,·s'lan c ,\ •c sc m 10 ha,c r ~p<: 1:-• 1h~ ":ic,groc .• rY. .. that •he Jc .. · eve· really .. b.tndontd 
until q111te mOC1·m 11mc their Mc _ ,me e,pct.Li...tmns. tht o .. y e~~ for tht, e ~ ).!, tor Jay an pon -., pan. 

11 Blcaaed is he. - • 1 t·. it, ~sc t 1 .. u ,a-.-. £.
1 1ih 1:1 •hr ... sh \i\rre 11e1ut'd1 tho~.;t,. 1hey c.,1cd. (he riezr hnt ,,fth1s 

vtT~ is :t.lmost ent,rr:I) oh1 t.·r.J'c 1n ~ ce crn cl n tc r, ,er~ "'Je,,.;c cd rtJd ng ca- 1e.1rcrly ix- r,~ht as n 
i,rrsupp,r,:-•.s contq>ti<•DS co11cc•n,n,; t1'e f ,t •e loft "Inc~ an 1 ,o ,!,.,nc"J f,,r the lime cf I n·~lf oL Uy •he umc th 
Crctk 1ransl.1u n v.r1s mad•; the bc.:htl r 'if.ft -.,.:- •h r:.u' .,c t h ~r t )' de,tlof)f"d Tht rent~ ~"K ol S , due 
tr, ('hr1~llan mRucnc, \) re .,rJs 't c.:n ?,upr rd c,d • 11, ;,umt 1 ,._. t l .. hJ•._" \ 'il 11.,lne 1.e he h~d nc,er 
d1,·d · tl1e rel, rcnce I not r > 11k 1ftt·r • Ath. 

t.h;ah h,1s tx:111 i;lor,f,c m je'l 1sh l~~tnd more th.in , ny 111hcr', I t.i ft~ ona,:c 'T Jl \Ki• !~L II t. th makes 
lhispr(lµhtttht'hc,r<.1vf1tsck rJJt,mh norlx-cno,. r:'',, .,tt' ;.c:- of •l n to<! r,,rm~rcy~scuthl)I" .. 
<.1nl'1totlabora1t.:1l :".ltso1nn"'a),LUthasc1t.uc-i.lnt~h v.yr,fh1 ,"·,. h bcgtnmn~"u•, dr11h or 1 •r,n.s..1.t1 .1'', 
tnds only w,th the c osc· of 1hc 1- ·cry o( t• un n r; e t '' m th ct.,y of th<- pr ,phct '!~la.ch,, wh s.iys of I h1ah 
that<,ocl,.,llse lum hdorc"'tht ~,. tac <' ndful day" J,,.rt, t e l,'l't m nc ,u, • ncsofrh~ Ua,. rabhs. 
Tc1.crcncc: .-nd lou:, cxpt:c, ,•ion .1.nd t r:pc, v. rr. J"' )' c: 1ncc'cd m the Jcv. .., run 1, ft{ " th the pe~m &f Ehplh. 
As 1n the case of most f1gun::.s ,,.f J "1sh lcJ:e.n ~. so m tt-e c 5ic < r I: liJat., the L 11 counl t-,.cc l(' the b211s c.f l.iter 
I• ,.end. J h;al, ti,• , ,,.. " , r.r , -I• ... 1. J I I ,1 I II I, 11,., . lprr .., " re C ,., 
tfU tlirt1 lt:;uJin;_: :,r,•, '- II ru~I; 1\ I I I f,t~~' ... , jl, ~ 1 •c ~ If, lfl"" f h 
tf/;', , .• 1:1:n). 

/n/ XL\'lll, 12 16 II.LI IIA,&c /. 
12. htdd e n in t he fhea,tnly) chambers. ! . ~u·l i, pr l•,1,;y ,;.il,t ii, I 1 , .... , .... uu<1 an of tlv· !ld,rc<6 IC.t. !he 

1 , hamLtu, m J lc::iu:n • t,1 ~ c .. uubtk.u1 r, ~. ,. .• lt,11! ,,,,,1:ldl l ldu"" ... · lhr;o._ • ,n Uc:.-.tn 1 ••Y •ti. l,ico ii.ft o,.&a.n:,.tory 
:.<ld,ur,n, llnd •, l,,,rr.b<:r.' ,..._, 1c;,at lr~•-t)' ,n ti" &m1111Lr ,n the lltl.r•·,. ,u. J:.,n.~,r .. &;,CAO di,; .. ti(rt OI <;r,li a 11 tic 
• <:hamher · m thr: re.1lrn1t "br"" t.ee xo:..x 1; ;•,. xi u. 1.11, the du•• 1Jn ,,t the t,,.;I11\CJU II tC\ \IITTil,,Q tc-r-nmer,u c,f 
" htd1 the inrwnnf)Jt h tht.: .116A, ,, ,,r tS•r!Ju ,..·pl:.r l 0£ Uc Alm ,:1l1/, Ii n Jt.1e &:·vclnJ1mcnt trp. I Er.odt '!l..'<11 \r •~. 
4 J'.ir11.l\.35,41.,.37.,·i.:~. ~-.:•l;i1!<1,r.rn.14; \~.,:,,,..,p,, r.ll. ,A, ,llk\l.~o1ITJ .. \lf<!r;i;J,/ ,$/u/J 
P ,hhah, I Ix.iii). 

was E lisha Ollt:d . • . Cp. 2 Kmgs 11. 9, 11. 
Jn double mt:asu ru. ( p.:: l-:111.,fi:, i1. ;;::,, :::. l'e'•·n :hu..J..." tl , • tl t ".tmigJon bf shoe- l•o I~ 10 f:i; lace 

tri1ir;,l u.,1, · Ji ,.1y Le due'" tl.t.: f.11 t th,,t t~)' t.Cc... h~ ~ H u Jt n~ to l~h.1.b• than lO f.Ji.,"olh the <ntll»tOn n~y. 
hrowrver, bi, merely due ti) an o\"Ci;ii;ht. 

A ll hla daya • •• Cp. 2 Kings 11i. 13-15, ,i IS, 16. '!()IT. 
moved. Cp. l:nthN v 9, '.. tliat he atood no1 up nor moved for him.' 

:,o, 



SIRACIT !8. 13-18 

j!1 13 ~othing was •too wondaful for him', 
· And • from his gr:l\'e• his flesh .. prophesied •u. 

1+ Jn• his life he did wondcrful acb, 
And in hisd death marvellous works. 

15 For all this the people turned• not, 
.\nd Cl'a .cd 1 not from thei1' sins• , 

L'ntil ther were plucked" from their land. 
And were scaltuC'd in all the earth. 

; ,\ nd the, c wu-e left k unto Judah but a f cw k 1 • 

I But still ,l pnucc was kft unto the house of Dadd 1. 
,Ii Som<' amung them did "'that which was rightm 

,\ncl some namong themn •committed fc.1rful ~in 0. 

(.) XL\IIJ. 1; Z.i· Jlt-::dial,a11dlsaiah (=2+2+2+2+::+3distichs). 

1, llezd.:i.1h fortified~ his~ city, 
' In that he b1ought' water' into the mid~t thereof. 

1 .\ncl hl'wed through the rocks with iron', 
10 ,\nd d:1t11ml'd up the pool with mountains". 

,8 In his dap Sennacherib came up•, 
:\nd sl'nt Rab,,hakch ~ 

\ncl stn:tched forth· hi, hanclT against Zion, 
And blasphemed' God in• his arrog-ancy. 

• ,e:; "'"l'~fH•n,.,.ov. ;!, "as hidden from him· •·-"$> a-n1,nnno,,/i/. •from his place beneath': ei,• 
,ttotpr1rru ,.,. e:i TO acuµa nlrro1, b Rtadl11i[ :1.·1'/h Sm,·11d am/ Ptlt>r ~J.l ( = &)/01 ~i:Jll c 6 «a, (70>) o· 
tl (i > (;o 2,tX = ~ ~ hul + m•rut (if/tr ' works' o e:; µ<u11a110111 {</. x\•ii. -4) f e;;. oJT"cOT'JCT«" IBA C> 
cg~·~-,· 11J.-td,' h G "'l"''"P'"P~um·. S '\\silt inlo Cilj•li>il) i-i S • .\nd Judah ,i.lone remained a ,mall dominion 
'" tla· hou~·· of Dalr·id k-J.; Gu Ann( O~l)'l)(TTU\ )-1 t'i ,t(U npx<o>i• (~·· up,'(Oilrff) fl.' ( > H ( 5;)) T'f-1 oi,cc:, .&lt.1\ltt! 

111-m (i To npunm· .S rl"J)\·ntaricr·' n-11 [i > " 0 Jt? Iii. did iniquit) wondrou,ly • S · added sins unto 
$.ilh ' 6 ur).qth1•n11 O#Jnpnn~ ~ ~ 1 h\llll ' 11 S> r-r G «m llUIJY"i''., ( = S) "BC l'Oll )'W)', N• \" 
z :;;t '°" ~"'Y (t-:0 -• '"" •)'<",••'), ;o ") ro-llex "' "'1"'P ( A ~ 48 = Jll), f,t ,na/J{r co, rttJ/ion, / ,apa-l""f"•· (' a conduit ') 
t-L ~> 6 wµ,·iu· c,t·)1JP't> a,cpornµm, u-u .S> e;;. Kat (,J1C.o6oµqctn 1t.pq1,a~ (!. ,cp,iµ.i-oL'f) #If t·&.rn • .S+• ag:1inst 
tlH'm ,~ jO 24s+flli .\()_\flf ( ( /•. 2 Km_~ .. '.\Viii. J j xix. ):()· e:i-+Km ll'IHJP(II (dillt1~;.,''clfl1J')~ 1!.,+cl SU"llUlil 
llUlllllll ,u:un ci lltl ;\ 1llos (,, ;·,1uc111/ r:f //,( t/urrl -/,T11S1) ~-, 6 IIC(U on1pu• ) B ~ C .,, xnp (.\ jO 248 x•npn 
I= 1!. S,ro-11 ·x S.,h Eth I) • (; '"'Y"~°''X?""' • e:i>(Mt, ;o &c.) •~•· S> c Sr ei, and 

13. Nothing was too wonderful , . . i.e. tno hard; cp. Gen. xviii. 14, 'Is any thing too !tard (lit. too wonderful) 
fN 1hc Lord?' 

And from his grave ... Cp. ~ King, xiii. 20, 21. 
prophesied ,.e. exercised prophclrc powers, though of course in a different way from that recorded of Samuel in 

xl\'1. 20d. 
1,. l'racti, ally a repe1ition of 1he preceding ,crsc. 
15. f'or all this • . . Cp. Is. 1x. 12. 

And ceased not from their sins. Tloe rcp<·ntann· recorded in t Kmgs xviii. 39 \las but of short duration. 
Until they were plucked.. . C.p. Dcut. xX\·iir. 63. 
there were left unto Judah but a few. Cp. Is. xxi,·. 6. 

1r,. did that which was right . (p. the oft-repeated formul., in Kings, e.g. 1 Kings :c, . 11, &c. 
(~ '\I.YIII. 17 ::5 (lh.Zl:KIAII \SD )SU\11). 

t ;. Hezekiah fortified :-.:otc the wonl-play in Hebrew j)ln li1' j)1i1' . Cp. 2 Chron. i.xxi1. S, 30. 
lo that he brought water... Lp. 2 !-;mi:, xx. 20; z Chron. xxxii,. 30. 
And hewed through the rocks. ·1 he reference is evidently to the borm;.: of 1hc· tunnt,I from the Cihon to the 

l'ool of !:lilu ,m : ·· c Dn,·cr, i\'d··r "'' lite 1/rbrtw Trrl o/ th,· Rooh of S,1111ud, pp. :c,·, X\'i. who 5a)'S in reference to 
tl11 111 ... , r11 · 1,,11 111 tlu; 1unm·I ,\·h1ch le.ids to the l'ottl: 1 Tl1c- inscnptmn will not be later than the time of Heiekiah, who 
h ~t:ltt 11 to li.1\e ·• 1n.1d<· the polll, anJ thf' (rin,luit, ;tnd hrought water into tht· cit) ", in H·rms "hich appear cx..,ctly to 
dt-s1·11h~ tlic rum.tit,n of tlu tunnel in which the 111~cnpt1on is.' On the in~cr1ption the word J~n, • hew through'. here 
u~t"d uu:nr~ l\\ ll ,. 111 tlw H·nse or cutting through •t rock; and , ,~, •rock', which likewise occurs twice on the 
in C"iptu1n, 1- the word used in thr: text. 

And dammed up.. . Cp. Is. xxii. 11; Lzek. x,xi,c. 11. 
1~. Sennacherib. \ p. z Kini;s ~, 1i1. 13 ,,~.; : Chron. xx:'l.ii. 1 tt; Is. xxxvi. J fl. 

stretched forth hi,, hand... Lp. Is. x. 32; .md for 1he expression see Job X\". 2;. 
blasphemed God C.p. 2 Kings x,·iii. 22; Is. nxvii. 6, 23-

5oz 



SIRACII '18. 19-Hl. 

19 l> Thcn° were thcr shaken din the pride or their hcartJ, 
And they writhed as •a wom111 in t1av:\il0 ; 

20 '1\ nd th1:y C.'lllcd unto •God :\11,.,t I l ii::h•1, 
b And spread out their hands unto llim1•; 

1 And I le heard k the voice of their prl)'er k 1, 

/\nd ,;wcd1 them hr the hand ,,f Isaiah"', 
21 And He smoten the army of \ ·,r11,1, 

c And discomfited them b} the plague0
• 

n •For Hezekiah clid1' •that which was i::ood'' 
\ml \las ~Iron~' in thew ,ys of lhvid• 

1 \\ h1~h ls.1iah the prophet• romma1H.lci.l him", 
\\'ho was great and fanhful in hi~, ,sion. 

23 • J n his d,1y, the ,un went l,.,d,w.ucl •, 
,\nd he added life unt,, the king. 

, I ll}· a ,pirit ot might he sa" th<.: future• 
\nd comforted 'the mou1ncr, of Zi"n'. 

25 Unto eternity hl' dcdarl'd the things tl1.1t hall be, 
And hidden thin~, bcfo1e the}' came to p~,s-.•. 

If) Xl.l.X. , 1· 10,1,/1 (2 + 2 distichs,. 

49 1 The name' of J,>siah is a, swect-smrll,11:.; ,nccns,· 
' I hat is well mixed, tlw W•lt k 1 of the .q,othc:car) 

• The mention or hint O is "' nt din Lht: J>, I.alt I as hontr, 
J\nd as music .1t ., b.1nq1 ct or ,dnc. 

/rtJb,1/,lJ• JII, /,l(f (Ii, (( \'I IS 11111(11,1/, f •1 iu MJ'a,~, KOi \ 11µH 01 ~... c O G 01 rur IITaJ H i )> 

,r-g ~ TOV C'lj>(OJ T<,I· ,A,,1,rnv,r h-L. ;:- '.\till I h.•zck \Ii r,,;r•e ul out h,-. hand .. Ix-fat (l1r I nrtl" 1-i (i •<II 0 

ny,o,c •f 01-µm·uv n.1\t (\ :18>) ,rr,,,.at,,u aLTw.. k-k ~ ":\tHI l,od qmck} h1..uJ du.:"' piH~r· ?..\O<t..•m 
ip~rum + non e~t ( 01un\ernor.itw, 1•crc lh)n1ri1 i lo rum rteqUl' ,lcGh ,: o:, ,mm <.:b Mll li I Urf..l\ll m I.+ 
S11lCl1 propl1l'laC n $ • llrol.c U)• 

1 
(i t: IU rfnt1i'fo nVTOli C, ay)'fAo, oVTOl • ~ ,.\ ii nl0IC' them with 

a ~I( lt hlc1\\. 11 J> .\o ~ S; Jl1r I,\"/ /JU I m,.1,1,,.,1 '1 I (i TO a,•tCTTOI' Kt,11~ (x· >) r ~ ,,. lk.cd' 
.. 6 (N >)+T(II' rrnrw~ nlTOI ( .. p. ~ Km,; x,111 ;J) t /,, j1J ,Ii r1111t1111Jr ':ftl11s tit t.111,-!~. 2J h wh()IJ 
mrtlilat, ,/ u ;; + • 111<· 1110,t pr.1isc\\Oll1y ot 11,e prophe1s' ' .,, :: 1!. r. >) • • ;:: • I r b,· lo ~ml 
the ~uu !,lood ~ull ' ' lu" Ta ,,,~,n-u > ~y G Tou 1r,,,Oo11, ro, , l.rn t1 ;:. .\nd a~ I r.g .1!\ ht-·,\ !'J n the 
worltl he ~aw !o.i~11s at1c1 \\Ontkr'.", h j ,rl" lhey LJ.nl 10 p:l... ( rtl,111d1n:!, r , 1JJ,, , .,I r !1 ,, /, /ht 
f l,·,, w /(,\'/): 6 = Jll • \Y:i ~ •. .,, • ..,,.,.w l!. 111, mona N I~''" II. \\Ork' ( \ J•) C. li> 
cl-.! (i f V !:'OJITI UTOJ,UIT't 

19. they writhed ... Lp. z K,ngs "x. 3; Isa. xiii I>. 
20. spread o ut their hands Lp. 2 1-:mg, x.x. 14, 15, "~en,, i O\\e.-.r, cnty l!tzck ,h doe, so. 

He benrd the voice . Cp. l Kmg x.,. 20. 
And saved them ,,. ( :·. ~ K1ni:s x,x. :o II. 

21 And He smote Cp. 2 Km!!, x". ,s. 
And discomfited them .• , I or l'i \Ci>, un1c ,1 note), winch has perhaps 1he ~ll<r reading, $Cc, 2 Kings x x 35 

(HcLr. and !>ept.1 ,md er I I -c ,i1.41,; ~l.,ct, 1. 19. 
:2. Who was great lt·· Is. \Ii, 
23. the sun went backward Cp. z Km;; xx.?- 11: Is . ..x, S 

be added life unto lhe king Cp.: Kmgs xx. 5, 6, I ,u 1 ,. 

24 a s pirit of magbt. ; ·n:i; n11. cp. Is. x1. : ;rt,:ll -~11 n11 
the future. n•1n:,:, I 1. u e end' . 1he rdere~cc 1s to thr c " from 1hc I: x • ds. xi. 3 II), and to the glorous 

fulurc in store for Jeru»nlem I I,. 1. 1-7). . 
And comforted tbe mourntrs . C p. Is. xi. 1. uo. 2, 3. 

25. \\ 1th 1l11s and 1h,· pre :ed1n: , crsc compare "h.,t 15 said tn Tlr, .l{,1rl1 r.fcm cf IJ,trlVI, ct~ "· 
(P) .XLl>i.. 1 3 (JOSl\11 
1. as gweet-smelling wcenae. I .,t. 'incense of spices•, cp. f.x(ld. nu, 2!>, 

That is well mixt...~. I.I'.. • tlut 1, !-,dh.:,I ". t..; ,. 1:xoJ. :\\X .. ;;. I u, Liic u~c of Qlt m lln: ccltw. , p. Tc.:,· 11 1; 

(' With all thine obla1,ons 1hou shi\ll offer snit'), <ee El:, i,·, 4249. 
in the palate. Cp. Pro, an 13. 
&<;1 music, , , Cp. xxxi,. S, 6 f • ti """' 5, 6), 



S IRAC H 49. 2-7 

:!in :i · For he was g1 icvcd rat our backsliding•, 
And put an end to 8thc min aborninationsF; 

3 And he hgavc his heart II hollyh unto Go<l1, 
/\nd in days of violence" 1 he practised piety 1. 

(q) \'. LI X 4 ; . 7udnl,'s r.•il kings ; Ike prrsa11lit>11 of 7..rrmialt (z + z + z distichs). 

4 Except David"' Hezekiah, nand Josiah, 
They all dealt utterly corruptlyn, 

And'' forsook the Law ••of the Most !Iigh~-
The kings of Juc.l,1h, till [they came to) thei1 end, 

!i And their mi::!ht" was given• unto others•, 
And their glory to ,1 strange' nation; 

r, \ml so "the lloly City was burnul, 
\nd the w:iys thereof hid waste 

Throui::h" J.:remiah; 7. because they had persecuted• him, 
,\nd he a prophet formed> from the womb, 

t--e 4"tt-"Tor Knf'n01J18,1,a• trrt'TTpo</,11 Aaov (~ mTf.t\l) 6 r Rr,uh11.,- ii,nJ fa1 , ru (Sm,1111) ,r-11 q:; ~1',).t,yun-rn 

11001'"" h h G .,., .. o._., •?•· <ap~w• aorno 11. et guberna,•at, &c. • I!: 'I!. • till· I.nrd' k 6 
,woµw., ( = 1L} _ 1.-1 6- Kar1uxvao :'l'' nu~f:Jfla,1,1 ( = 1L) 'H fi $ + .(m (st') Ptlcrs) t1 -n J!:l lc ,·I mt1.Rtr 
lh, ,u,•11d /,11, t,::,1111 -:,·ti!, '~1nd Jo:-1.111 (in'iil.:'il C!;i.~ ,ii,:;•N,,). l,11/ II 1s l,d/o to kuf' and Jo~i;\)1' 111 //,. J1,r:·1, 111s 

li11t' ;111J tmoul /h,- .sl"'f011d lilu ~r add1i1g Uif abs.(= 6-). rradm;,,r in•n:;.1i1 nn:.:~;i o;.J (so l'd,rs) ,, (i 'For' 
1,-p .if:> 1 l.1/. horn' r Lit. he ga,·c' • R,·.id111.~ O'"lnN (imkad if "llr\N~) = ,!;; S t ~ + , :ll 
(c·ar1<111/ from I 2<, (')) ••·" [i «.>..«,.~• woiw "}'° 'I'""'' ' /.,I. BJ the hand of ( = e:i), ha the day, of' 
.S. ,, or,,dum/r•,111 xh·iii. 18, 2.3 'Jll 1;-n;y 6 ,.a<wuu" Y 6: ~anchticd (rp. Jer 1. +J) , (i to harm' 

:. he was grieved. . 11! (>mt=' he entered upon his inheritance·/;), yields no ,aaisfactnry >ense, the reference 
is doubtless to the efi'cct produced on Josiah by the newl>·-discovercd Book of the La", cp. ~ Kings x,ii. 11 IT. For che 
ll<brc" as emended cp. Amos vi. 6. The (,reek (' He behaved himself uprightly in the con,·ersion of the people') 
means that he showed has upnghtncss by converting the people to obedience to the Law; but possibly ltr should be 
rmendcd, n,ru<JTµoq,i, for ,',r«rrpo<f," (=JU I. 

put a n end to. Cp. z Kings ,xiii. 5. 11. 
abominat ions. Cp. 2 Kings xxiu. 13. 

3. gave his l1eart wholly. Or • pcrfoctl>· '; the e,pression is formed on the model of such expressions as 
'integrity of he.,ra ', cp. Gen. x,. 5. l'or the ,crb (}hph'il fonn) cp. Job nu. J· 

he p ract ised piety. For the term as ,tpphcd 10 Josiah ,t.-c z t-;m,:~ x.aii. 3, 25. 

(, I XLIX. 4-7 (JL'OAH'S E,11. Kasi;st 
4. Except David . • . llen-Sira definitely excludes nll other kings e!<ccpt the three mentioned; contrast, however, 

the representation of the (hromcler, according to whom .\sa (2 Chron . .-·. 8 ff.) and Jehoshaphat (z Chron. xvii. S rT) 
uught to be reckoned among the 111ous reforming monarchs. The llook of Kini;s also speaks favour.1bly, though not 
\\ .it ,u, h marked unplu,is. of theoe tw, rulers fscr I Kings x,·. 11 IT., xxii. 43). 

the Law of the Most High. For Bcn-Sira's a11uudc towards the Law see Introduction,§ 9 ii. 
till [they came to] their ead. ,.c. unul thcir death. or, perhap.,, until their hne came to an end. The I lebrew i, 

amhiRuous: the contC:\l (~cc next , ersc, rather fa,·ours the latter. 
5. And their migh t was given. It. ,!.,•no· )<ip ro ,ipn< ""'"'": for the phrase cp. 1 ~l:icc. ii. 4~ also Ps. l,JC\'. 5. 

others ... strange nation . i.e. the Jlab}·lonians. Hy their sans the kings brought about the raun of the nation, 
culminatin~ in the Babylonian Exile. 

n slrnnge nation. ' "l:ll 'll; cp. ' "l:ll Oll, E,od. xxi. 8; :tppuentl)' the combination •-,::>l ' U does not occur 
in the 0. T. else" hc:r,·. 

IJ. t he Holy City. .:.,j'l n•"lj:; th<: designation of )<'rus.,km as the Hol>· City (.:'1j>ol "I'll) oc, urs first 111 Is. xh-111. 2, 
Iii. 1, ;il,·o in '°\eh. xi. t, 18; cp. Dan. ix. z4; n•-.;, is a poetical variation on the common "l'l.f (' cily 1 1. J<'or 11:i (a refine­
ment) "iCC. cr1t. note. 

was burned. Cp.: Kings xxv. 9. 
the wnya thereof. Cp. 'the ""Y• of Zion ', L."'lm. i. 4. 
laid waste. Cp. 2 Kings x.w. 10; the same root is used in reference to the gates of the city in Lam. i. 4. 
T hrough Jerenu ah. Jeremiah pro11hcs1t·d the dcstrucuon of Jerusalem. cp. c. g. Jcr. xx., i. 29: ahe actual 

fulhlmrnt of 1h1, pr,1phccy ,s rc,:.irdcd by Ben-Sora :is the inc1itablc result of the prophet'~ pred1ttion; the prophecy 
11r,1th,, l:11 1ts n,, n hllhlnwnt. Frmn :1nothcr point of , iew the 1,rophet nuy be regJ.rtlec! as ha, ing been inspJr;ed 
t•• fon·~j·l 1hc r,·~·.,lt \,hid1 w<1.'i inc\'1t.tbic from uthcr c.:1uscs. Hen·S1ra here se:cms tu regard the prophecy of woe as 
hc:in;: 111,c,H:d with the~ ,;m<· fat,d powt:.~r ,,hi, h, according to a~cicnt ideas, belonged to the uttered curse. 

7. because t hey had persecuted h im. For the per.ecuuon of Jeremiah see Jer. X"-'a- xsxvii,. Because they 
p<rsecuac,l a ,od', clu,st·n rcpre,tnt.ttne and ,er\'ant (the prophet) rhe)' brought upon themselves destruction. 

And he a prophet . . Cp. Jer. i. 5. 



SJR.\ C l I 4 !1. 7 -10 

JI' 'To pluck up, to brf'ak down•, and lo cte~t roy, 
And likc\\'i:.C lo build, :ind to plant,' •;ind to ,trcngthcn•. 

(r) XLI X. II 10. 1 ·rkirl, Yob, awl /he 'J'-:,·rlt-r l'nfh,·/J 1z + i tli,tichs). 

8 E,ckiel saw a v1'1011 

, \ nd described the different hcin~s of the chilriol. 
9' II c also made mention of J ob '(amon~ the prophets)<• 

d• \Vho main1,11ncd • 1 ,tll the way, of rightcou,nc:-. 1d. 

10 1\ nd, moreover. as fo~ the Twcl\'c P,ophct,,-
w May their bone~ ,tlouri,h in their pl:-tce)•. 

h \\ ho recovered Jacob to health", 
1, \ nd dehn-rcd him (by confident hopt·) 1• 

( = v,.i~. ,p. Jcr x,xi -z8) .. '1 
(i > 1 ' G .Cm ')flJI rµJ17J<1dr, TOH' '\~fK,IJI',, tJµ°'lpbl c- r Rs/. rJlfJ. ·~'J J) 

r:·x:J::l 15 ,,.,_ , d i::i::J. ,f. \'I"' .1. I', I"'··· ~ 1 , ,µ 1 ... ,":~ 1 11, 11., 1, • , , 1 , ~' "' 
S > rl ·l S \\"ho .... f' ,, \}'"' "trl all rig-liteousnt• ... , • '.: t'l(t a:w u;t1P,,1f"a, r,. \" rarr,pSt»""', .!iK &c «ar•pti'flXI, 

( - ~) n,•I J1 X ) f (i 'fc•U Ht1l!J.'flJ'r(U- ,,loM I( If., td,j, fl ) • , , Or'i':O'S']: ·-n; "''" or.n.,-. nr-:~.c (sn ,\'nunJ 
rll/f/ JJ /, I J) _. (i n, "'If" nrnPn\01 flt T'IH T<>l':'Ot ( S.) h h (i. 11 Ud,lfOt., ( •cto• .\ 5.·i, t.:; ;) l, 10, l•l~~ 

(;o .s l tr1HII,>.) ~ (dtjtth·,) ... ,, ,y::,,, ~ •m tA1,.rfl•ltlOTO (•O'<l.. \ 251 11.) Q\,rOVf o• tf10ffi ,A,u~\ (tlu 

• T o pluck up Cp. Jer. i. 10. 
and to s trength e n Th,· c "''r<l, we•c 1<lclcd 10 the c1ta11un by lk,-'-,,r,, in order t t· up the I nr. 

( ·) XLIX.8 10 F~. ri-rEL, Jui .• ,-..1, rm. 'l\,un P1<,_l't1L 1S. 
8 • . vis ion. C:p. F ,ek. i ,·e al,o I ,ek. x. 

the different beings of the chariot. L,t. '1hr: sorts, or kinds, of the charioi •• The term • chanrt' here IS 

a 1echnir.al ont· lo dt·nocc t ,drn·l" pie urc of tlw h<'aH-r- v '1c1ni;s """ suppo,1 J.,h,·ch's 1hronc<hano1 Th,s ,s the 
t:arlic.st u,,. of the term til:l:1':, 1n th1 tcchnic.,, sens<- of., :Mered tn)!:tttf\·. In c-.trly k.1bb1mc,\I hter,l.tllrc the tcr 
e111plo)'td is i1J:),~ iti.:')11-) ,ind ll w,t'l l.11<1 t.io,\ n th.lt ll I should nut he t.1ugt1t 10 .rny rnu· t '\(f·Jl' he Le\\ 1•t: ar • at:Jte to 
1ladu,c~11owlc1l;:cthr,111;:h111,,l11111ul I)'' 111,11·1 \ll,n11,1li •• ll,_,t/l,r/11,.111, Uo1,,, r(1;1. 1 flit- I, -1,, I \I, ,r, , <1 ctpt,I 
anto .1 wholr system of tlwosophy. In its< arl1r~t form th<· conu·pt1on 1)f I .thn·h rotmg on ( licruhim up<m th"" ·1ouds sc-~i 
t() Le a genuinely lkhtcw one; cp. Ps. xi.i11. II, l\·111. 5; I>tut. xuin. :6. Jul (.hrnn.XX\llt. JS the Ark '-'1~h the: 
C:hcrub11n 1s ,ailed the' Chanol'; the >tnry of I· liJah mhng lo h~.,Hn (3 ~mgs i,. 11; m.,y h3\e txen ,uggc ted by 
11,c ,hsyrian sun-chariol dr.mn uy hor•cs (q,.: !,;,n,:s xxiu. 11). Lztk1d, in his vision, .,µp.1nnll) s.11 J:.h,rh ndmg 
on the throned chariot, ~upporwd by 1hc U1crubi111, 1dlt'n lel\m;: th, doomed 1rmpk at Jcrus.·1'cm. h ,s "urth noung 
that the term•\ harint' dots not actu:111) 01,..cur m J zcku l's ,·,s1,Jn, thoug:h ll became the tt:chm, .ti term d~scr bmi;: U; 
nor 1nui,t a chariot in tht· or<lanaC\· ·,cnt;~ be thouiht of m thl!> connexion. l he d1\'1ne ''-h 1riot-thronc KprcM:nt a 
transformation n( the on,.:11nl concc1itmn, ,md has become so1nclhm~ qwtc tr,ubct:n<ltnt 1.I, 

9. H e also made me ntio n of. l.zck,cl ,.,. .• 14, 201 m,·nti, n, Job in cump.,ny w11h No ,h and l>amel ns one of 
thr prophets, 1( this rc.,din: cm be ccq>tt·d as curre(t (~tt:. 1.. rauc.,I not<), h 1s s1gnitiC'".1nt th.al ltt1 •Sir., brings In the: 
mention 01 Jub 111 1111> \ID)· he dchbt·r.11d)· c.tlls :.11ent on to the Jo'> of ulJ.-r l1ad111on" th,s :s embnd;ed m Ezekiel, 
in this tradition Job ligun•s \\ 1th :,;o,h .rnd IJ.imcl, or possibly, in the ori,:ma I 10,t of faek1el, I 'loci, 'm.ic.,,I c,f I lan1el ,. 
In thr apoc.,l)·ptic sense :Sn.,h .inti Enoch \\Cr<· certaml)· 'pruphtl< ', a:id" ,c1lccuun ,,1 this , ,ev. m.,y 1""'" 1ps be seen 
,n the opinion held by some K.,bl,is 1h.ct Job was one of the J>rOphct, of the 1,rnu!e< ( ,.,/,r 1) am /,.'aM .. , "-"• 
;\ possible infonnce from th< " ,y <1ncl ll1t· pos111on 111 "luch I!, n-~ir., mcntmn,, Joh is th.it he""" nc 1 .ic ,ua,nted" th 
a CJ.nonical Book of Jot,~ tliuu: I he ma) h,l\·1• knm, n -,nmc torm of our Book of Job not )cl c...,nomc...ll 

... a ll the- ways of r ightcousncs~. J·.,, l..11.I 1111h, J\\•I p.1.-:-.a,.:c.: .. 11 tc rn:d t .1 "" p1,: ,l. ~ , b, n c •mp r'I)" h 
:,;oah nnd Daniel, expres,;Jy a,., typ• of n~htcou,nrss (' •.. t-y 1h,·ir ngh1eousness '), 

10. the Twe lve Pro phet !:», h ,.., 1ntcll,ti111,: t,, 11.i11 llu• tlu.: l,n.hc l1 111pht·l~.1n· tr,·,lttt. ,, L "'-lO.,!C book. 11Ju 
imptie~. prulMhl)·, th.H thcr ha,I .d14.:ady ,1:-sum1.d t·,~ nt 1.11ly tli1 (11mt in,, hi\ h tht:)' .q•J>e.U m t1u: L uwn. rmtt; t•"•, lhat 
the)' follow } iekicl, as in the llchrew t . .non. . . 

l\-1aythe irbon es(Houri~h .. . ) l 1•· x.,1 1:, "h1.•rc t111 .. ,11nuu .. (·>.:p1c .. "1l1n .-J,., ot1.,\11'S; 1lll'rr. ,-.. nl cur~. nu 
r eference 10 .l rc ... urn.-clion hen- 'l ht· ,,md 111,-.111, ht•·r.111)" 'to !L~nd nut )IU»lt!I : hrrc •l h •, no cl ht, , nH.:t,pborrc.;.LI 
me;ani11g such a,,' \l,,i· 1lic1r 11,c111ur)' 1l,111rhh, or !ht' 1,1;,•. l,111 11n.:m,1II) 11.~ 1,h.1 ,,f 1ht h11nr, <-pr,,i:tm;; • mt1Sl 1,.. 
,:onncneU with ~omc oltl-\,urld ~upt·t:otit111n. .\mon,.. 1 lw .m .. u:nt ~c1mt~-s n \\,l ... , rll.P\11..lt n ,tom tn pour w•tcr 011 the 
gr.1,·cs, which su~g:c~b t hf• ulc., of 1,;au..,tn;.: 1M,1111t·tl11n;.: le• ):row. .\m,111.: llu: Arnt.IS cinr nl thC" u~u.1! 11r11)"rfS fl1r the r1nul 
w ..i~ th ,lt llt·avcn mi;.:ht send rain upon thl'1t ~r.,,,·~ fc.:p. \\ eilli.iu""-·n. N, ,t.- 111,i;.1~ ... A.-11 /fr l,,uilum • pp. 18:: trJ f pr 
the belief lh;,t the Jilt• of tin· d1:n·,\"'l'd Ile:.,, c!\m1t.1nt 111 l11~ buni.·l', ~c."t· r,to,, /'11111111 ( ·,/tu,,, 11, 'JlJJ· 1;orf: Jc:,on,. 
l nfr. ' " 1/u J/r1t. of Rrl., p. 56; Spencer and l;illen. ,\",,rtk,ns 1 ril>u ef C"'tral Austn!, 1, pp. 530 IT. 

W ho recove re d ,, . ( hope). 1 h•~ h, .~n 111u•u:st1n.: .~um111.1r)· of tlw ouht,uhlint: ll-:'1.Chint,; n( the Look(!( the T"che 
P rophets, as Ben-Sir.1, on1 c1\·cJ 1t. T h1.·i1 IJc111k 1s to 11ml e~n:i.dl) unc ot con~ol;u11in ;an ... l hop". Thi-. ~•!Ii at .. ,, lht· 
\'iew o f the N.abbinic teacher~ ,\ho, in order to avo1J a ~loom) .md thrcatct11n.i,: conclu .. 10n to the "hc,k t,ooL. t)hl.,<!h1 
ends with the words, • Lc.·H I ,:ornC' and ~mHl." tl1<: c.,rth \,tth ., curM: 0

J. dirt!ctc1I t:o&et. rhe \l:t,tor,thl tlut tht" l.1111 
,·e_r.e but one should i,.., repeated m rc.uhui;.1 Tl11s ,, also the r.1,c "11h the l,ook. • f lsai.,h. L,o,cnt.,uont, snd 
Ecclesiastes, 

"'" 

1 So as to follow the actual last ,·erse. 
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SI RACH 49. 11-16 

(sJ X Ll X. 1 1-1 .'l· 7, rmbbn{!r/, .7,>slwa 1!1r so11 of Jofrd,·q, aud .\'d1r111inl1 (.1 + 2 distichs). 

l!'i , , ii. I (ow shall we magnify Zcrubba.bcl -
He, indeed was as a signet on the right hand;­

, z 1 And also1 Jesus, the son of J o~edeq ? 
\\'ho in their <lapn built the Housem•. 

~" And set up on high the Holy Temple0
, 

\\hich was prepared for everlasting glory. 
'3"Xehemiah,-glorious is his memoryPI 

\\'ho raised up <aour ruins•, 
• J\ nd healed our breachc~. 

And set up gates and bars'. 

ii) XL!\:. q-16. Co11rlusi,,11 (Enoch, 7oscpl,, Shon, .'>et!, Enoch, 011d //dam) Cl distichs). 

14 f,•w likt Enoch ha,·c been created on earth , 
'lk also \\ils taken up" Y(from off the face thereof)''· 

1:;' Like J ost·ph was C\'cr a man born'" 
llis bod} • also endured a , isitation '. 

1(, Shtm, Seth' •and Enoch were (/iiglt/y honoured) 
But above ever)' li\'ing thing Lwas the beauteous glory ofh Adam. 

/,, . ./ ,1 ,rds f,,lwf- =l1'::N m~nJ [.\mmd] hr m;,n nm:iNJ II'd, sl) 
.<,Jllmd (, / P.t,rr) = r, w/,s/,111/iallr 

:,JJ"ll nN ,,~,n no 
: j"!;' ,, ;y ori,r~ N1i1\ 

j)1~'"' jJ l'l:.:'' n~ CJl 
: n·J llJ on•r.:•:i ,~·x 

k ill ,l/S d,111111grrl: nslort u.,-11, 

I I .\, ~ . i!i and -;,,!, '" TO>< "' A B '"'P')'OP (?) ( 81 
01<01,) II s . who in their poverir' 0 ~, 6 Xao• ( \ .. ao,·) 

rryrnu Klp,~ P-1• (i .11:01 l-€JiOUaw ( Ne .. a. J\ r-;u-,.uo1,} nn :rruAl• n1 JJ,V'IJWUUJ•oi·, 70 ..?48 ,w, f'II (,e).o;n;1\" ,,a· 'JuJ,HO" 

{ ;o lf"1JffWh) 01· nn ff""""' To IJ.P'}JJuu1.1vo11 cn.'Tm1 ( 70 avrc.>i') 'l-•1 (i '1~"' (~ 'flp.wtr) 'T"X'J (~ .tnX'1, NC·• THt'J) r.fff'Tea>.-:m-a 
,.. T 6 h,11,spos,-s lhrrr lu:a r/,1usrr ~ "fi oi,a.- ur l t. ;f> u .\ µfTnf.8'] (~ a~'A.r,µ(/>811) ,-, ll(11din,:..,-

mll1 Rar/1,1 (]QR, xii. :81) n•J!l ~ll'" (,p. 11'.i o,ro T~< ')'?<)/v, O'l~ ( = ? in person [Smmrl] ,.r • "uhin' [S, h, hl, r ]) 
" "'lu ""'' "'' (ll 6H o 3,) '"'"?'P ''Y"?°'i (Texlus. Rcceptus ''Y'""'llhi) •"'IP' S 'A motht'r· (miu111r/,·1 t,11i.f111g o~) 
•like Jost'ph 11as not born 15 +'71"''1''""' ot.>..q,o,• '"'?P'Yl'a >..m,u (= I. 111, JI.!:) ~ (5 rn oam ) ). ;o 2 10 

(s "\I IX. 11-IJ IZI.RUBUABt::L, JOSHI.,\, ASD '.\:bHE~IJAH), 
11. as a signet... Sec Hag. ii. 23; cp. Jer. ,xii. 24 for the full phrase. 
1 :. Jesus. Or Joshun, ql. Lzr,t iii. z, ~-

the House. A, Smcnd points out, ouco• may be a correction of ,r{p}••, which can be used of any lofty building; 
cp. Josephus ,Rd/. Jud. vii. 10. 3), who speak, of 1hc temple nf Heliopolis a, "''PY':' (,rapa,r)Jiuco,}. 

set up on ltigb . . For the Hebrew phmse q>. ~'.zra ix. 9 . 
. . . for everlasting glory. An echo of the \I essianic Hope, cp. !lag. ii. 7, 9. 

13. glorious is his memory. The 11 .,nnth of the terms with "hich l.len-Sira speaks of Nehemiah contrasts 
~i,:n11icantly with his silence regarding Ena; apparently the l.,uer did not occupy so high a pL,ce of es1imat1on w1thm 
the- circle of the scribes to whom Ben-Sim belonged a.s was the case with the later scribes. These earlier .So/)lurim wcTe 
profoundly affcc1cd by the spint uf the Wisdom-L1lcr.uurc, and had an altogether wider ou1look. There is a marked 
contrast in this re,pcc1 between Ben•Sira and the ;:enerality of the l.1ter Rabbis, l'ilh whom m so many other respects 
ht Ji,t!-- ~ud1 ~triking 111a1ks of affinity. h would ~cem that ~chemiah's pious aspiration that ht; miJ.:1H be remembered 
for good I Nch. xiii. 14, xxi,. 31) has met with a sympathetic response on the part of llen-Sira. 

Who raised up our ruins. See Nc.h. 1i11 p,usim. 
gates and bars. (p. '.\eh. Ii. 1, vu. 1. 

II) XU'.\.. 14-16 (COXCLUSIOX/. 
1-1 IC). In order lofro,·1dc ,, lilting condu.)c10n to the Praise of the Fatilers, and ill the same time to mark it off from 

tll<' h) uin in l""''e o Simeon which follows (ch. I.), llen-S1ra re,·erls to the mos, glorious of the Fathers of old. With 
the oliicct nt enhancing Jsrncl's glury, Joseph is bracketed with Enoch, and Shem, Seth, and Lnoch with .\dnm, 
lsr:>.el's ancestors with those of the human race (Smend). 

q. Few like 1::noch. Lnoch has alrc,,dy been rclerrcd 10 in x.liv. 16. I&' not one ... ' invoh·es n difficult>·, seeing 
that l.hJah was also taken up without dytng (2 Kings ii. 11); J!I remo,,cs the difficulty(' Few ..• '), 

He also was taken up. Cp. <.,en. v. 24. I he om1>s1on of this whole cl;1use by;/, (see crit. note) may be due to 
du.;matic reasons (.S also omits xh,·. 16, see notes itr to,.). 

1 S His body also. . . i.e .. , pro,·idcntial visitation in being transported from Egypt tn the land of promise 
/cp. Gen. I. 2;; Lxod. •i11. 19: Joshua xx1v. 32). Enoch was tr.tnslated into heaven in a wonderful \\ay, but shared this 
distrncuun \\Ith Ehr1h; Jo,eph, however, cnJorcd the unique disunction of h.inng his bodi tr.msported long after 
death from a foreign country 10 the Hol>· L~nd. 
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SIR,\CH 49. 1·6 uO 4 

XI.[ X ' .'i /1 and L. 1 - ?~. I II fr,11s,· t'./ t l,r //1.,:I, I '1 u, t. ·'"""''"· ti,,· "'" ,f 7(( /, 111,111 
(I +.J+ I +3+2+ l+ 1+3+J +l+l+l +.1 + I +z+ .1 di,tich!). 

,t 15 !, • Great a_mong his b1ethrcn and the glory b or his people 
60 1 \Va~ S,mcon, thc son of Jochanan• the p riest d•. 

•[n \I hos" time the Hou,c w,1s n•novat td• , 
And in whose clays the Temple 11as fo1titicJ, 

~ hfJn whose days the wall 11 a, built 
k(Having) 1ll11rcts for protection' like .. a king's palacck; 

3 mmJ n 11ho"e time a rc,c·r\'oi1 11as dug, 
A watcr-,bkrn° 'like 1hc sc·1• in lls abund.111ce"•. 

i I lfC took thought for his p~oplc rto prCst'r\'C thcml '•from robber• 
,\nd Corllficd hi, city :i;;ainst 1l1c t·ncmy •r, 

+•'fl'o ht·p1ot1; S w:1, hlll Im Jt3 < 1, := 1!. 
men were crc.U£<1 r: J1J: \""l""ltJ (t 1.)1 :!''i!Xl t /1 , 

11.·"' 6 , m.·PpW'ff•>1r tlot,:i e,t<Jrr.11 • S • and Enoch amon,c: 
,,:~, • , : =::- 011, J.111( C, l'J I il 1111d m11,1ads ,- :J::,; 

as l(N)iJ> 1- 6 ,. ,,, rr,a" (- m,•,J:i ',, ,,11~n) 
• ·D • • ,ryoi,,io,1, u-,,,Hpw..- fTTflfH')'JJU Aiu, ~tu,.. n, oL• ( B N I,., l) ''°' ,,,,n~ o 1-l')n• t J! :-,:-t!:T': 4 .::::, :,<i•~: 

( = n,u!,t ( ro,\ 11 .) 0 .:::: ::,.., ro-11 N':ru I $ + s~ ... ( Cr) e O 6 e,.s ... {wrr ,U.lfOl ,.,,,pa,,.,o O .. ~ .. 
t;:,/,/, ~,·ntr,llton; 111 In, .i,,s' N •,i1.; ~,J: I 11)/,·r -.~c: (',,,,1<1) S ;,;::u ('\\,S luilt) 
h Jl /l.i t J /, / ~ I I (i -.,1, , m , n 18•µ,Au.,ti,, ""''"" /iur~r,\ k k O c11n\9J,1,-.n "',',?). 1 rr,p,.1ol tJ .,~,., 

1-1 R ,,<1tf111. m.".J n,;~ j,, i~J:·,! :: Ill R 1,/11 = /: I ~ ( n ) mm-uuu 6 u, "l'-'f"ll'(.j{ Gl"f0l' ,,>.an~e,, (rtad 
rAoT'l'•JHj"'l • //, l , 'I /1,) rm, c>.~fUJlt' tfutt,.,.,. ~n,\,r ~ :HI ~1>.t117171 1 'l'O ';?(f!fJ,!f fP',I' ,$ f r (h'g l '.\di' D Rtt1d1ng-
n,:;•N p1t n•:;•:,: 'Rmdm: O'J { C.)/, i::J 1·1 S' \nd he 1Hd I 1s 1<01 It frcrn tic c11cm\' 

(l" •1 6 mro TrtWt7f(,I{ lL l 1 ,rrcht1011t. r • • • ""'' "•' ' rim to tx MCgc ) 

16. Shem I or 1h1> JUXl,lpo ''""" uf !--hem, !>nh, ,u1d Ad.mi, q,. 1 I hron. 1 'ih,m, 5r.t" ( nd Enoch} 
'rtpre,cnt the .,nccstors of the J11ou Mrt of the; po'>t 11.i!Ju,1.,n .,~J antcdilU\IJ.n \,odd re 1, t \t.:ly • I· dcrshc1m). 

But above every living thing. rl1c lhou):!l•t ,mphc1t hcu~ ~<:ems to b«· th.u \ un, 1n \ utue h \ ,ng lxrn 
directly crc:ttcd b)· <,od \\lth<•Ul I.um: ti Jl.lrc .. t.1,.;c. t TIJO) ., glnry which 1s nor r .1te L) anv uthu n tmb<-r l'f the 
human raH cp. l ukt i11. ;~ · , h1~ 1d<",1hz.\l1, 1n of ,\ rl:lm 1, a nctahl~ ft atmc, ,ll d oc urs ht: re fc ,r th(' hrst t mr. 1n 
Jt·\\ 1sh litcr~tturr ; 1t p) ') ' d J,Hl.'r .in 1111pnrt mt p 1rt m the.: ,:nclupmtnl of :..1, ,s1.,111c oc1nne the ,Second .\damJ; but 
II 1s preranou, to impute ~uch .,11 1d1.1 w I\, n-' rr,,, \\h~e thought here ma) mc,rly haH· bun th 1 \ :am n h111dtal 
.,spe.1 t n.1s only .,det~u.,ll'l}' and Wllftlulr ttprt. rntcd in his 1nuus dt uncJ.,nt!,, 1 e. thC' Ll1oscn l•t pie 

'd.lX. 15b+I. 1 ·~ h 1·R11,1 01 1111 111,,11-l'wnsr 51\11.,,..,). 
XU\, 1 5 ·,. Great nmoog his brethren. Cp. 1.r 1. ,x,. 10,' 11~ th 11 ,s the lngh-prrc<t 11 ong hlS bre1hren 

the glory of bis people. n,11~n i "''din I sther 1 •. 1 •n rdcrence to 1he m.1J<Sl) of"'",: \ti en , 
L. t . Si1neon. The rcond n( thl· n ltl\t \\ o 11\t 1 ll the In ~11m1ng of the sec1,nd Ct ntur) U l. ; 1t" •his S con, 

not Simcr,n I, \\ho ,,.,b ..,u r.: mu.:d · the l{1~hh_·ou • 1 1l :v•·n. ordinb t·> Sm, t ll.l, bee 1u ch nas th, I st of the 
house of Z.ulok tool st ne •h I.aw. Jo•tphus 'I .tl I '1 l.tthcr Ont.1s IA11tu1 x11 •. 1 10 

J ochnnan. pn,· 1:, a ,J >rtenetl lorrn ot pn,:,• . p ·~:·P \I rek. 1. :) ri r 1
1

: •,;,\ '"h1th :» 1lso contr !Cd to 
n::3\.:; (Jer. X.X\'ii. 2~~ 111d 1il!J=> J<r. xxu. 24, 2S) • t O he ( .r lo~ ch q1.1hc fo•m :;,,.. .. \\J11cl1 o,c '-son nn l'."Uuary 
in~cnption found ti f ,c ·er he• I'/ 1-IJ, 1904, p. 34:1. 

In ,vhose time. 1.(. :-i11111..:on ,,.a~ no ,1orc l1,m1: ,,hen th s ":is \Hittcn; the (,reek makr-s 1his suit clc:uc-r, S('.e 
c1 u. note. 

the House. l s,·d m rl·ft..·n-n1 c tn riit l ,:11q,!, in l 11·k ,l. 11 ~lu l.'.llllt'r t r.1t r. 1t tt\ 11t. , r 11. &" 

a!,mc but 'of (,od' or ' of Jnh,cl, ' is ndd,·d; in I h:mi;• ,-; (q,. nlso a Chrun. i. 1f, 11. 3 & ), lto•e,tr, it 
~lands alone. 

renovated. I.1t .. ;1cc lrding to the rounded rc!l.d;ng {"<f cnt. nolc), 'to breach ... p', the ,crb O< urs in 2 C"ron. 
:u::x.iv. 10 a p;,1allel to j~n. 'to ri·p.ur•, .~bo III rtkreni..e to the • lloi.sc ', this 1s 11 only occurr, c the U. r. 
thoui;h 1hc noun i'i::l ( ' .1 brc·ad ') found r.urly frrquc,itfy 

the Temple was fo1tified. Cp.Jose)'hus,.l,aw xi,. 3. 3. 
:. tu nets for protection. i.e. battlclllcnts p!.,c,d at 1ntcn als ,1loni; ., ".,II, cp. 4 6 

like • • i.e. as. in ~, i in.:' s p.dacc. 
3. a reservoir. ...,;,~, cp. J.,.,. x,i,ii. 11. 

A walcr,cistero. fhc llchr<·" a, i1 stand has i:i·:,~ ( I ><111 1.,lk'), \\h1ch JS dearly cc,,rrupt. Schechter, 
followed Uy Rp,~t:I, rc.i1.I- ;,17~'. .um JL·r .\\ 11 • .!Z rht.: ,_ 11 I --,~ .. ,. hut tlu!!t l, 1h • a ~nl 11,r t e. prt.i,t; "e f 
the K Bt,·,1n,follo, .. cd Ly !')mend, !loll'.~,,csts n~:;:~. \.lllllt; lint>,, ol thc -'Iesha ln:.cr1ptJ11n ,n-:.:·~- ;-~ :.:'."X' j~""::'~~·J ;K 7::-C.l, 

' And I built H.1al·~lcon .rnd m,t<lt.· thucin ,l t t.:tt: 1, 1 1r '; cp. ,d,o Im"' Zj: t, 1:~ ri i:.:·:,.:;-- ·:-i;~.) ·:--:;~ 1::<• , • ,\nd I 11 .,de 
~lu.icestJ) for the rc~t'rvoir for \\:&h.:r'J; this ~·,· 111"1 to bu p1ckr.t\Jk .. l"h~ ""'J ~~" ~ ~,u~ oc·ur in 1he O.T i cp .• 
ho\\C\'CT, .i~t:i • a pi!•, Jt•r i1. 6, XI iii. 20, and .I,:','~, 111th 1hr &1me meaning, in I',,. ln1. ,, .. 111l<. bj , 

in its abundance. jl':';"1 m reference 10 , Ilk~~ vf \\.1h'f o, c·urs in j,'f, ,. 1.,. Ii. 1G: Cp .-.t~, I Km~, ,\· 11. 41. 
4. He too k thought. Fu; tht: C'.\p!C.:S.:.ion j~ ;Nim the ~nsc of hc:m~ lOllCt:rnctJ .,hout 101111:1h111~ t,p. l'tt. ,xx, 11. I\). 

from robbers. :oirno In.· !rum l1'ccom,n,; :, pn y • i t:p. J ro,. x,1u. :S, ihc uni)· uth1.:r O\t;Urrencc (If the \\urJ m 
tbe0.1. ..,. 

forti..lied his city. Cp. xlvii,. 17. 
!\-gl'-inst the eoem )'· ;,,mcnJ, on the b.~,i, 1,f \,h.u "·"' proU.,hl)' the t<:\:l btft re the (,re-ck tra,~Lunr, rt.;t.d!li 

1. I z 



SIRACH 50. 5-1 r 

Ji" s II ow glorious was he •when he looked forth from the Tent", 
And" when he came out from the sanctuary! 

6 Like a morning-star •from between the clouds", 
And like the full moon won the feast-day~·; 

7 •YLikc the sun sh111ing upon the Temple of the l\Iost High•, 
And like the rainbow abbecoming visiblcb in the cloud•1; 

8 c Like a flower on the branches• in the da}'S o f dthe first-fruitsd, 
'And as a lily by the water-brook,•, 

As the sprout' of Lebanon on summer days, 
!I ,\nd ~as the fire of incense• in the censerh , 

Like a golden \'essel1 •beautifully wrought1k. 

Adorned with '";ill mannerm of precious stones; 
10 Like a luxuriantn olive-tree 0 full of berries•, 

J\nd like an olea~terr ''abounding in branchesq. 
11 '\\'hen he put on his glorious• robes', 

And clotheu himself in perfect' splendour, 

"'- ~ fll rrr1J1crrp<><f,n >.ao1.1 t .$ · ~I'emple 1 
11 ~ (j > ,-, (i {V µ(,Tlf ~·<c/>f.'A.'}r w··• (i ,,, '1SJCptUt: 70 248 

+mTI/f (/,,,• ... ,,T?<) . .$'in the <l'1)S or :-:i,~11' '}).! 'J!. 11/SOI 'and I l > J'/,r duu t, flit lrausp, ,ttf Ill \" 
;o 248 2.',.l !:-)ro-llcx 1 ~o e:;: J!! king.: .S> ~ ,, (j- t/)wrt(o• (P nt/),~uir &e?, 1.-1, .:5> C-<: R,ad111g 
c·;;;;~·:i p ;i (111.•/,t1d { 'llll/al:O;:i); l!:i ~ u••l'u1 ,,,,6wv. ,$ 'hJ;c :..pikt11an1 · •1~ 1 Rwlm, D'11JJi1 (l'dc1s)f•r 
,vi~: 6 .,,c.,i·: S 'ol the fidd 

1
: 1L n:rni~ o-e Qj <->{ ,cpo·a tr. ,fo8wt1 v~1rt>t f .S 'trees' t-1 e:i <.>r '"''' .ca• 

>.da,o, ;; · a, the ,mcll of i11c,·n~e · 1, R,t1diug nnnon ( = S 6) f,,r :inion I S ncckl.1cc • k-k So S : 
//1, 11,hn,i I, ,·ti• 11111rl1 11111/tlatrd· l!'.i o>.ooq,uP9ro, (·all of beaten [gold]') I /A.' enamtlled' m 111 Rn11/mg 
l;:,f,r ,y '5>: 70 248 nr.rpur?r (= ~) 0 - 0 6 mnOa~>.man Kaprrovr: S •great \\tlh branches· 
1• e3 «.rn,i,uao, 1· '\ Rtad111,: 9iy .I.J1':l 111.1/,,11/, f ~lJ) .nio ( gl\·ing th l>r,tnthes 10 drink · = S) 6 u,f,oul''"'I 

'against a siege' (reading 1lli':':l instead of 1'>-0). .$ renders according to the present Hebrew text. \\ ith regard to 
the text of l!'.i Sm<:nd says: The inrinitivc is meaningless, for ;,.,..>.,op<?'"" cannot \\ell =roo /''1 iµrro>.,oi,K?O?,a,.' It is 
true iro>.i••~•?•nr does not occur elsewhere, but ll'iro>.10,-1•1i1• is also rare and is not found m the lliblc. In an>' rm,c 6 did 
not read 1li'-'· but ,,,~. 1.c. 1 1;-r.,J or 11'>"':r.l 

5. How glorious. Cp. xh·i. 2. 
when be came out. Ben·Stra is referring to the rnornent when the 11 igh-Priest, after ha,•ing taken the ritual bath 

and bein.r:: robccl in lhe special ganncnls, i-omf.;s fonh tu offer tlH' burnt-offcrin1,i in .noncment for hirn~clr antl the pcuplc-. 
It is the D.,y of \toncmcnt that is referred to, the ritual of which is described in Le\', x,i; see especially 1,;•. 23-::.5. 
)bny further details of 1his ccremon>· arc 10 be found in the \li>hnic trnctate Yoma; an J-:n;:lish translation of this 
u-.«.utc wtth full notes by(,. H. Box ts pubh,hed m C/,ur,I, a11,I Synagoglf,·, x1. 139ff., xii 49ff. 

from the sanctuary. n:J"1~n n·:m, ht. • from the house or the ,eil' (1.e. the Holy of Holies!, so called bcc~use 
of the veil of blue purple, and crimson which scparau:d the Holy or Holies (JJtbb) frorn the Holy Place (lft',(-/1111); but 
tlwre "''' also" ,eil in front of this latt<r, •cparating II from the Court of the Priests: 1t roust. howe,cr. be the former 
to "hich reference is made here, because the "cit is spoken of as thr /'11ml.~!l1. whereas the ,e,l beforc the 11,,ly Place 
,vas kno" u as the .l!tin,1i·/J. 

f,. a morning.star. Lit. 'a shining star': cp. Ps. cxlviii. 3 . 
. reast-dayi.. It "as foll moon at the t \\o chief feasts, Passover nnd Tabernacles. 

7 Like the sun shining. 'J he l'\co-l lebre\\ word (i'1C' lliph.) occurs ,n xlitt. 9 in the margin; it is not found in the 
0. T. J ,sephus thus descnbes tlw cff,·ct of the sun shmmg on the Temple: • :-o" 1hc outward face of the Temple 1n 
its front \\,toted nothing 1ha1 was like!)' to surprise either the minds or the eyes or men; for it w,15 "holly co,crcd with 
pl.,tes of r,old or ;:real wei~ht; and when the sun arose it reflected back a truly fiery splendour, and caused those who 
forced thtrnselvt to look upon it to tum away their eyes. just as they would have done at the rays or the sun i1sclf' 
( ll,-/1 Jud. , . S· 61. 

And like the rainbow . . . llen-S1ra e,idcntly had the words or E,ek. i. 28 in mind: • As the appe,,rance of the 
bow that i, in the cloud in the d,,y of rain.' 

li, Like a flower on the brnnches. Cp, the \11<.lr~sh S/1i1 lt11-.'iltiri111 to i1. 3: · Just ,1, the applc-trte lir;t hnni:~ 
forth the bloorn and then its lca\'es.' 

in tbe days of the first-fruits. Cp. ;,sum. xxviii. 26 (Hebr. and Sept.). 
as a lily. Cp. x,xix. 14 
by tbe water-brooks. Cp. ls. xx,. 25, xhv. 4. 
the sprout or Lebanon. The '"1me words (liJ.J) n:i.~, occur in >:"ahum i. 4; the reference is to the cedars on 

Mount Lebanon. '· 
9. as . . fire... Cp. Lev. ii. 1, vi. 8; see also xlix. 1. 

Adorned... Cp. ,lv. 11. 

10. n luxuriant olive-tree. Cp. Ps. Iii. 10; Isa. xi. 16. 
full of berries. Cp. ls. xvii. 6. 
oleaster. In l'\ch. ,i11. 15 the ,,lcastcr (the wild oli,·e-tree) ru1d the oli\'e-tree are also mentioned toi:ether. See 

further Nowack, Jl~6rllisdrt Ard,,iologi~, i, pp. 66, 238. 
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,, .. SIRAC! f :iO. 11- 15 

When he went up •to the altar of maje~ty , 
• fl nd made glorious the court of the ,anctu:irr •; 

12 \\.hen he took the r,orllons' from • the h;ind of 1119 brethren•, 
While standing •b} the block, of wood•. 

Around him the garlandb of his son~ , 
d•l,1ke young cc<lar-t1ec,' in Lebanon, 

And 'like willows b}' the hrook' did they ,urround himd, 
r3 b All the sons of J\:tron in their glory, 

A nd the Lord's fire-offuing k in their hands, 
In the presence of the whole congregation I of (,r.1cl. 

1 ~ wUntil he had finished the scrvi,c of the alt.ir"' 
• ,'\nd arranging the rows of l\ood of the .\l ost I ligl•", 

1;; •(And) stretched forth his hand to the cup, 
P '\nd poured out of the blootl of the ~rape'', 

Yea, pou1ed (it) out at the foot ' of the :iltar, 
A s11'<.:Ct-smcllin~ scivour 'tu th<. :\lost I ligh, the ,\11-King'". 

tt· (218>) ••'/>•>-m, (= j)).' c:-:1,-::) r r e'i ,v ":' uwln,..'1m11, a,,no· .. ,o>.?, ~•{?1 • ~+ l,Ol) • I Rc,Jd/fl[: 

~·S:i fo, 1"1l:J (.\111r11rl) " 0 $ to rrc l\c tht ,on~, ol 1,ra1Se ' ' (i • t.oh (.1:1. ) , , S · In the beauty 
of the might of the ,,l!IClll.UV. y s • he piec ., of nc,h. • • (i .. \"I""" "I""'• • •• ~ ffOJI "'X" "I ~I'•• 
h Lil. crown •· $ G l,rl'lhren · .S> e <' (i ~, 1j1'.ntT1,;,u.1 o~Pol' (1,firr1111.," lo fir H11.:I, Prust) 
r-1 6 .,,.,~,x~ <J><,u«w•· ( stem, of palm-tree, ) t, i'i + ... I S > ~ 6 ,,,. .... ~ 1 a 1 .S -1,-ol'lc • 
m rn 6 It.CU cn.a.TtAuw, ).o-,-otp}'<,U' (frl ,jc.)µc~n· I (i ,c()(1µ,1an, 1rµoat/>41W11• Ytl,lflTOl' no..,..r,.rpartol'f- :: tnc.l to .. cn,·e 

lht.; :'\Jn .. l I hgh \\llh l1oly jo) ' U> .> 'lu 11 ... h h, m.,1 ·ld,11/, 11. 1,,,/h flus . ,,: l th / ' • tdo,~ n,ln,"J. Ju, u11141/,{1 

wilh j1':>ll (' '.[o,l lli;:h '). 1• ,, ii \1111 took old wine· •1 J ,t · found.Ilion• , :S le' ,-. $: > 

11 glorious robes. For the description of the l11~h-Pt1es1's attire ~e~ E,D<l. xuiii 36-,1::, x.~ix; cp. Sirach 
xi,-. 6-13; V.1111,, \"ii. S; al,;o Jo,1·phus • .-/11! iii. 7 . .; ;, Hdl. Jud 1-, 5. 7. 

W hen he wenl up . . . (p. Lei·.'"· 1 S, • \nd he ,h.,11 go out unto the alt,ir that is before the 
the a ltar of majesty. 1li'I 1' maJhl)' 1 is not u,cd ,n the O. T. in refcrcn c 10 the ~ltar. 
And made glorious the court o f the ~anctunry. ;,-!~' :.,," :St,.\,1 pn 11H .~ • l!ii USt"tl ul tht• lt d,.,c f I\. ,._ 

'~t.:tde 'I ~urroundin~ the: .tit.tr uf 1-,ckicl. ..,t·c l .n:k. :'<hi 1. J I• I:-. 20. xh·. 19: bu1 :;,,..,~ 1· 11rH r ~srd ut the dt.lr •• ,1" t)> 
lnC~lning '~anCltlary', \\t' llllt~l. thertit11t 1 l,1kc :1"":!}: JO i:~ l.tlCI nu-anin~, .ti 1U ~ l hron . .-. '). whrrt" I~ l!I U!'!Cd I rd"-".fC'llfC 

to the i:;fCat, i. e. the hl1lcr, , uurt ! it is .d~,) UR1l m thh "'Crl!<>C m tl,t.: '.\I hhni~ tr.t, t.ttC } ·, ,11,11 ,, hc-rc·, ,-:..1 f..'"Olh.1111111g the· 
ritual on the D:\y ,,t \tonemt·III an· giH·n ~ t'.:.!, II\ 1. S 1ucut11,u 1. 111.,Jc ,,( lh-c· ~';!l: berr,.: • full of I .. ,l.·l1tr!i. \ ,tnJ 1n ,,._ J 
there is 3 reference lO 

O lhc pa\"Cffit'Ol which is 111 the coun • (il~!~'r?' ,::,,~). 
12. When b e took tht: portions. i. r. of the .inimals 10 be •acrificcd; sce the dct.ul in Y· , i1. S 7. Fur r.l)l 

us.cd in the sense of porrions of acritictd nn1111.tls cp. Exod. ui,. 17; Lev. i. 8, 1111. 20, ,,. t 
blocks of wood. n1Y1J.'~ ht.' ruws ',, e. the pitccs of wood laid 1c.1CI) for use. The 1.or<I o..omes from the root 

T'll '10 lay in order·, 11 hid1 is used trchn,c,lly lror h) mg tht I\C>ud m order for 1he burning of thf! ~(n~e<·; cp. ( ,tn, 
xxii. 9; 1 King• niti. 23. According to Rabbi l.11c,cr ben H) rq,mus. 11ho ll\cd during the lirst ctn!ur)· .\ . I.>. l,lltl{lll,1tlt 
T.l't1111lh, '· the t1ftu.:nth d.1y ot .\b ".,., tlu .. · ~u·.,t , :;,) fur "ornl-ulh:1 in~. "lu..-n both pr·l· t .... rn<l J1t~plt• h1nubht kandhn.;­
'\nnd in 1.ir~c <1u~1nt nic s to 1Jw .tit.If, fur ll!<ot: in the hurmng ot :,at nhc,· .. 1::..1 i11;.: the.• "hu.,• ) ,. ir • ( I.I>'. 1. ;:6 , 1. J~phu .. 
(f/tll. /ud. 11. 1; 6) rcfors to thi, \\hen he ,,,ys: • Xow the next day""' the i.-sii,·.,I c,! X1•/,1fltor:,,, upcn uhich the 
custom \las for e1er) one to bring \\OO<i lor 1hc .,lt.1r, 1hat thtre m,ght nuer be a "ant of iud for th~t rirt wluch 
wa, unqucnchablt: .ind ah• a), burning.' 

L ik e young cedA.r·trees. Cp. th~ ~omcwha~ similar exprr:;sion in l's. cx\\·1:, crn·r •"'•n:.;•:, 
like willows by the brook, Lp. Lei', 11.111, 40; Job •I ;a , Is, ,11,·. ,i; 101 the rndcri11• C, (see critical 

note) cp. ExD<l. xv. :7; '.\ um. uxiii. 6 ; I's. xeti. I:, t 3. 
13. In the presence of. .. lp. tht s«me phrase m I Kines ,111. 2:. 
14. the service of the altar. l.1t. 'lo ~enc lhc .t.lt.,1 • nJ(-:, ii"'l:;·1-i, ci,. the ~111111.u µhr,bl' rn jV<. I . 13 :-:::."'": •rr::~. 

lhc rows of wood. 5ee note on 7'. I z I,, 
15. poured out of lhe . . . Cp. Jo,q,l,u,, . ,,,,. iii. '1· ~, 'Th, r 111 ini: ti,.: .. unc 11u.tr,tit)·uf vii "luch they du of" int, 

and they pour the wm<: about the o.tltar.' ~l't." '\um. xx\lii. 1-~; cp. r,,,,", m. 4. For the c:xprc:~u,n • blou~I of 1h,· 
grape I er· X'.'(Xix. :6: ( ,en. xhx. 11 ; Uc:ut. xx.xii. q. l'hc ~,rc:,,.S laul UfH)ll tht' dr1t1k•otTcrm~ 15 l\{I\C:""Orthr: 1n the 
Mishna Yt>m,1) it is merely mentioned, nothing more._ . . • , . 

A sweet-smelting savour ru,'~ n,.,, the tcdm1c,tl ttrm for ,tn odour s.uuth,n): tu God: 1t u. usu.di)· emp,v)·ed 111 
reference to burnt-offerings t~p. ( ,en. 1·iii. z 1 ; EwJ. ""'· tS; I c,, i. \I: >;um.", ~c., ,\.c.1: in, c. r; .• Exod. JUI:<. 41 
the drink•offcrin>,:" is mentioned lOJ:Ctht·r "ith 1t: an Ez.ck. x, i. 19 ll 0t:cuo in rclcrcnte to ofi't·rin~, of 11, ur. ml, .and hnnt) 
to idols; but in Ezck. ~,. z8 it s.,y,: • ... then• t!•~)' pre;cntc~ 1h~ pru11>eat1on or th~rr e>ffcrmi;. lhcre ~loo rhey ni:11~0: 

their sncet savour, and they puurcd out there their dnnk-otronng,, 
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SIRACH 50. 16-21 

JI ' 16 T hen the sons of Aaron' sounded 
With the trumpets 'of beaten work 1 ; 

Yea, they sounded and caused a mighty blast to be heard 
• For a remembrance before the Most II igh •. 

17 T 1Then) all flesh• hasted togetherT 
And fell upon their faces to the earth, 

T o worship "before •the ~Jost llighX, 
Before tlw Holy One of lsrael'> 

18 • And the sound of the song was heard•, 
And ~over the multitudeb "they made sweet rnelod)'', 

111 d And all the pe ... plt.: of the lnnd cnedd 

In prayer before the l\lcrciful, 
I l ntil h.: had finished ithe SCr\'iCe of the altar•'• 

hAnd llis ordinances had brought him nigh unto 1-limh. 
~o T hen he descended, and lifted up his hands 

t:pon the ,,hole congregation of l sr.icJI, 
~ \nd thee blcssin~ of the Lord (was) upon his lipsk 

,\nd he glorified himself with tht· name of the Lord 1. 

21 "'Ami again they fell down"', (now) to rccci\'e• 
0 The pardon'' of God from him••. 

• J!I +' the pricsh ; e:i + ,hmn,·d and ' t t .S · before all 1hc !><'Opie of hrael n-u .S '111 ord,r to blcs< 
hcforc all the people ,-, ;; > w 6 · llw iotoplc' >· • 6 · their Lord· ,-, $ 'God ' 6 
'the \lmigl,t) God ::Uv,t I-lig-h ••)!/!ti. \n,l thc soni.; i;a,e its ,oicc ·. lo ,\ml the ,ingt•rs praised (Ihm) 
witlo tlodr voice, : .S They i;,nc thf1r ,oicc to tloanksgi\'ing' 1-i.15 •• r.>.nu,':' 01<~> c-e l?ii1d111c: 
pi 1)·,v;, ( = l!i) 111.tt,ad or 1,i t:ni.:,, (' the) arran;::ctl his lamp') d-J 6 · And the people be~ought the 
Lord :\lost lligh · -, .S> H S, 11nt. M I I,, ,,t __ ,_ g « lo •u~µo; lupwv h· h & <a, rq• >.u,ot·fl}"" 
Ut.'Tbl1 u .. \uwqa11 i 6 UW'1 hrpu?A l; k (:;. Ool'J.'tU nAO)'ia~ ,Cl·1H':) (N \ iO 25,'l "yro-1 l tX Kt.Jpt0u} (I( xuA.t~l' 

cwro1· J e;i QVf't>t· ( 157 1Utp10t•) ru-JU (5 ,C04 f·,U~T((X,JUO' O Tf'flOUfCl,:Jlfj(Ttt II /,(_tflfiJ/~t..' rN:~1, ( = ~) /vi n';~, 
(Smwd) ,,..,, Co T"qv rvX0~1av ,rnpa Y,j,ulfou 1, R,ad11/f! nr:a (.',111,11d): th, t, rl 1., 0111,wh,1/ J11111!/11t,J. /111/ 
,\m,11,I ,,,., //J,1/ 1/1, lr/1,rs ' 1':l narm·ntlich ,., sind kaum zwdfclhaft 1·011 n i.t ansthuncnd der hnkc Fuss 

16. With the trumpets •.. Cf. '\um."· z (R. \', mari;.I; for i'l::'j)t:' (' beaten work') cp. Is. iii. 24. 
For a remembrance. . (p. !\urn. x. 10. 

17. To worship . . Cp. z Lhron. x."ix. 26 
18 over the multitude . . . i.e. thL prostr.,tc congregation. 
19. And His ordinances... Tl1e llcbre\\ word ~::i::io, \\h1ch often has the sense of 'judgement', is also used as 

a technical term e,pressi, c of somcthmg that is due 10 somebody ; thus ro Dcut. xviii. 3, 'this shall be the priest"s du, 
from the people .. .', cp. lJcut. xx1. 17; in l\ um. xv. ::4 reference is made to the offerings to the Lord in accordance 
'"·ith what is due•, or, as the R. V. render!- it1 'according to the ordinance• f0:£1:;'0:)}. cp. Job ux, i 6 1 Prov. xviii. 5, 

20. Theo be descended. According to Lev. ix. 22, Aaron does not descend from the altar until after he has 
pronounced the lllessing, and Yomo ,i. 2 seems to agree \\llh this. 

And the blessing of the L ord . . Cf. Yoma vi. 2. • And the prie,,ts and the people who are standing in the 
c.-0mt fil.,n,.·~), \\hen tht:y hear the II lnctfal>lc >;:unc'1 u.:ribo, C:;.'J pnx.ccdins.:: out of the rnouth of the Jligh-Pricst, then 
th• y '""~ll;emsches do" n and worship, falling do" n upo~ their fac~s, and say: "IJlc,scd be the :,,;nmc of the glory o f 
H 1s Kingdom for e,·cr and e,·er:• • This was the only occasion on" hich the Holy Name was pronounced. As 1s well 
known, in the Hebrew text of lhe 0. T. the name .n,,, (' Jehovah ·-Jul,vd,) is written with the vowels of Ad011<1i 
<' Lu1<I ·,, and pronounced so; if the wle Ado11a1 precedes m;,• (>.e. if the '""' has' the Lord J;aln·eh ') it ,s ,.,men 
with the rnweb of Eloldm ('God'), This was done in order to a,oid pronouncing the Hol) l'\.1me. In the Hebrew 
of Sir.,ch, J.,hveh is .1Jways written "' or '' · This nnn-uttering of the Holi· !same was not ,llways due to re•e· 
rrnti.11 fc.,r, but often also becaus(• of superstitious drc,id. • The names of supernatural beings, such as gods and 
s.µ1r11s, :1rt.- <.:ommonlr bdicH·d to be l·ndowed with n\arvttlous \'irtues, and the mere utterance of them may w~rk 
\\Ondcrsand disturb Lhc (OUT:>C of nature' c1-·r,lZ<'T, /Ire ,~·11/dt'II l:/u11.~lt=, i. p. 441 ), This must c~rtainl)1 have applied 
at 001· tune u, the ma~s of the urn..ulturccl among the Israelites. There b a curiou::. p~1ssa~e tn Prrq~ /!Coll: v. 14, 
where it is s,lid that 'Noisome beast> come into the world for vain S\\earing, and for the profanauon of the 
(di'One) r.. ame • 

be glorified himself. i.e. because he was privoleged to utter the Holy lfame. 
~ I. And again they fell down . , The ,crse presents u, \\ 1th the picture of the whole coni;rcga\ion falling 

down f,1r the -.ccond tune; the rirs« 11rne ll was ini order to recel\e Lhe Jtigh-pne~tly blessm~, now 1t is in order 
to re: ci,·c clivinl· jo-,t11i,·:u1on, implytnl{ pardon for sin, through God's mimsll'r j cp. the smnewhat suniJar thing 
m,·nuoncd in !.e,. '"-· 24, 'And there came forth fire from before the Lord, and consumed upon the altar the buml· 
offcnni; and th,· fat; and "hen all the people saw it, they shouted, and foll do,rn on their faces'; the acceptance of 
the otfcring w,lS ,rn c.,rne~l o( di\'ine ror~i,·enes?t which the ,,.·hole conbregation recch·ed prostrate. J n Hen-Sira 1:i 
day, apparently, the' :,bsolution' wa~ pronounced by the H1gh·l'ricst. 
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SIRACTI no. n - 27 

n ~ ow ~Pbless ~the God of all Hr 

\\ ho docth wondrously' 011 'rnrll1', 
Who exaltcth m.111 1 from the womb, 

And dcalcth ,1ith h1111 according to Iii, will•. 
:3 ~lay I le grant you "bdom • of heart 

And may there be p1,;acc among you"'. 
2~ i\lay H is mercy be <.stabli,hcd •with Sim,·on', 

• 7 Anu may I le r.,i~c up for lum the cov.-n.1nt of l'hincha~; 
:'II.,) one ne,cr be cul o lT from him'; 

A nd as to his seed'", (may 1t bt) ,1, the cla)'s of hca\'cn• •. 

L. ;:;. :!'i. 7 lira f)t'ltsltd .\',11t,w., \2 ,li<tid1s). 

15 l· or t\\'O nations doth mr ~oul fed abhoncnce, 
f\\1), and (for) a thml, which 1, nut 1 !'Coplc, 

26 The mhabitants of S,·ir • anu• Philisti.1, 
J\nd that foolish rntion that <l11clkth in Sicht:m' 

Sl'll!:>lRll'Tl<>~ TO Till B<HlK 

L. ~; z9. Tl,r C.•11d11di11g 11'11,d, ,{':/rshrlfl', tl1r run t'f El.-a~11r, tl:e ro11 t'f .Smr «~+; di,tkhs). 
2; •1\Visc instruction and apt pro\'crbsoJ 

••'•Of Jcshua', ~· the son of Jo.lcazar"". the son of Sira•, 

nhalt~n ' : lu •?• "~•;w, l!. ,·,r•u1, m 11· 11• lu hies, , c .11! (;od • ~ , J! •lie I (, of I rad ' 
~ 'an,I the people of 1h~ md i,rai"'" ( ;o,J' r r {", • ., ,.,.,.aXmmo,.,., ffan11 • N,ad, w~t'::i / r M~t,::, 
'l!i our da},' "/. favour' t'i rn•r, ,. · ' e:i J<nfnln,.~s · • • (; · 111 our I r, lsrnd (;o> 
in I rad) for 11·- d,l)"' uf d ·rnit,· ' 1 ' e-. µ,/1 ?I'"'" n u io • a11,I "iii, 111:1 ,eed' , ) (; ;, • • 6 
,m, f'I· TOIS' qµfpatr tnrruv A,.,..,.wfTarrP,~ 'II'"' (:o>) l l (j "' ~ao,,,Hl"OI O fJ/lll Io,-uJ,:H10r (.\ 15;, f·•n1) l!. In moncc 
!"-dr LS, (llli,ll. 70 ~i8Syro•llex+.ca101~ptt'0t.««Toccul·vtH c(i,.,lut1Jot~ ,1 li[ir.a.duat"cnwu, w{ 

•m r.r,trr~l"I• .S all thL' 1,ru1·crh, oi tire w1<,• .111d their r,1!dle;' P R,,,J,,,, ,;~~ / r ~~~': .., tt $ • .uc 
wnlll·n in rhi, b •'.lk ',, 111111111,; alt tlu r, t ;· ·~·. ~7 l, c d I ii!/'. of ~maon ti" •011 of • ,r, f, us rh~ 
'.'I-On ol ~1rJ.d1. J-:11.az.ir the Jc..·n~sall•nute . 111 (i :/Ju .u,d J/u ,u,t /J11, ,u, lr 111tf i i-1-itll' ;o ~ 11< 1!..,,. 

T h_e pardon. Se~ crit. n,,tc. lhe r<·aJmg t.1f ~. 'bk~sin~,· can sc.uccl)' be n .. Ju, .u thr pn:~ct.Jm,;, trsc hM Just 
,!call "uh the II ri;h·pncstlr blessing. 

zz. Now bless.. :11.urm l<mrkarl cnmpo,l'd hi hy,r.n ''\un ,hnkN "IL' (,ell',•°'''" thank "r. 311 ou (,oJ: 
on the 1,asis of this l< ,, 

doelb wondrous!). l'p. Judge, <111. 11 Ire i,lu i<, !:>:,:J .,,pt.). 
z3. May He grant ... Th,· cla.asr al,o «cur , ,h zb,1. 
:?4, with Simeon. ·r l1 dt1 rnltt,u in~ . , , \ 1dt. 11 I) n: 1t111u.,i, .11ul tlw f.1111c tpp: {'$. to lln mi s n , t l,c: '"" ne,t. 

lines.: the rcon:nant uf l'hinchas' h,hl cutJ1c tu ant nd U)· the tinu th;1t Hen-Sir,\1s gr rndson m.ide his tr sb.uon, w that 
the pa~':-iagc .1s fumul i1 . 11~ ~, ,111ld h:n I dppc.1u·d rn,tpprupr1.tt1.• rla· llll'ntu n of ="•IIH·flll diic» uot 11t. t. .1.1h mun tlm~ 
he was still li\'ing when Hrn-Sir i nrnte (,('e note on , . 1) ; •Simeon' ~t.,nd-s here for his houSC' and hncagt-

lbe covenant of Phinehas. Cp. xi,. 14, z5, 
lltay one never be cut off. . ,. c. :-.t.,y !us l:nc alw.1), ha,c ., succusnr, 
as lhe days of h en.vco. i., cndl.ss. 

I • 25, 26 (THRU, !JLTESTFII ;\ \TIOS,). 
::5, 26. Thc,c \Cf:'.'l' 1nu.,~ prob.tbi) h,t\t.' 1,t..:4.:H Ld,ktl nl the, Jose of tht• lhlt,L. tif not l,\' 1h,• ~utl1or h .. o.self, \'-la-idi. 

however, I!» likely cnm11,:h, thc:n hy .1 t unh.:'llllh•r.uy) ,, Ill! lhl· ~pn 1.11 oh;t:t t 111 w.unmg rc,,J1..•1:. tti:,un,-t tho•~ lt1.·T,in.,.111~ 10 
the three races mt:nt1oiu:d. 'I ht·n.• w;t!t m11plt.· trounJ tor tlw uttt·rarn ,. of tl:l':.t" won!:,.; tlw uil,.,lut:111t" ut St.~H. 1. t·. 1 he 
ldulll .. tt.:ans (Ldont_}, had UC:cn the hittc.:1 ,·nt.·m1\.; ol the J ,c.:w:.; c.;\tr smq.- the Rt•tu1 n h••m 1:.,h~·l11n: M"l" r ,... \..Jl.a;ad. 11- 1 .i: 
Ps. cx:.::xdi. 7: Lun. i\'. ::? 1; I .tck. S\.\, I: t 4, \.X\.\, q, x~x, 1. , ; ~I .ti. 1. ~ 5: Jurlitli \ u. ~. 1S : ,u:1,;;ua.;.1n,: tu l \l.,cc.. 
\'. 65 l lcbron, ;ind tlu:, itL,,.:cs tllt'n·of. wt·rt· i11 po!t:,.t_·..,),ion ol the Edomit<•s ('the, t11ldh·n ol l .. .,,,HJ ', in ll 1.• d.J)~, r Jml.;l:I 
J..lacc:ibacus, cp. Jo~cphus1 A 11/. xii. S. 6, /,el!~ /11,/. 1,. g. 'i: they h.,d ph,bahly .,, t utnc:al 1ha tern ton·. \\ lut h ''-'!i less 
unfertile than their own lomd, c,·cr ~rncc the C.,pt1,1t)', The .tnllp.tth)" "'Juch t;en•Sir.1 h.nt fnr the l'hili.,.tmo i .. c-:n,11)' 
unde!'::i.toocl when it i1 n·nu:mhcrc,I how Mron~ly If tllcnit,'11 tlit·ir c11111Hr)' 11.t\l hccomt•: rn tl1e cent, ncj !<'1li\\tina,: the 
l\l;u.cdonian ton,1u<::--t the rnrlucncc of< 11cck t i,·ilit.illon ,,ns prt.•l•rnnd nnd \\ ulc·n',tC'hm~ (lor Jr.t,llP• ~,·e £fl. iii ... 47:3 !. 
Hut the mo:.t h.ttt.'tl of .i.11 wue the pc11plc of~ich,·1111 1 t·. thc ~a11un1.tn!', .,~ ,., ucll 'knu,, n; tht·y ucu·. R:, !'\111cnd (>('int-c 
out, cspeci.illy dan~<:rous ta 1hc1r nc1;:hhours :u this time. bc,·nu,c the ~l'!cucrJ.,e h;id 111;idc common <.";&use ""h them 
~gains! the Jew,. 

that foalitih notion. ~:ll 'll , cp. xlix. 5 !Jcul. xnri. :1. 
L. z7-z9. SUIISCRI rrlON TO TIii. liOOl-
::.7. apt. O'Jt,~; q>. Pru\·. x~n·. J 1, l'?::::~~ 1:7 .,;.1 • ,\ ... ,4.,r(I .,pt:) $fM'kC"n' (S)mnu lnli 1cnderi it,'. tt:a,j.l#f nicTr,i 

Smcnd thinks lhnt both here and in l'ro,. ,a, ·. 11 the n:fcrencc is lo mclri,•:il form. 
Je:1hua', . ~! nbcrt. • :""limeon the ,n of', .. ,, nlsu in llu: t"o 1ubsc:npt1<1n-, ,lt the t.11d al Che l..ook: !.mt 
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S IRACH 50. 27-51. 3 

ill' ld\Vhich he declared in the explanation of his hearth, 
. \ nd which he taught with understanding "· 

2~ Hlessed is the mani1 who meditateth k on these things•, 
'" And he that layeth them up in hi~ heart shall become wi~'"· 

e'i 29 • For 1f he do them, 'he shall be strong for all thmgs•, 
~,, •·For the fear of the L ord 1s lifer••. 

APPE:--DJX TO TITF HOOK (LI. 1-10) 

(a1 Ll . 1- 1-z . .,/ Fra)'<"r (i +1 + 2 +3+::+ 2+ !+::+3 distichs). 

51 1 ~··· I "ill thank Thee,< Jahveh. 0 King,< 
df will pr:use Thee,() God •of my s;tlvation''1 , 

I will declare Th.i,• '\"ame', •(Thou) strength of my life•· 
2 1' For 'J hou hast redeemed my soul from deathh, 

'Thou didst keep back my flesh from the Pit 1, 

• And from the power of Sheol Thou didst deliver my foot•, 
'Thou didst preserve me"' from the scourge of a slanderous tongue, 

And from the lips •of them that turn aside lo lies 01 ; 

"Thou wast •on mr sidcP• in the face o( those that rose up against me ; 
3 [hou didst help me, according to the abundance of Thy mercy, 

Out nf the snare 'of those that watch for my stumbling•. 
\nd from the hand o f those that seek my life; 

From manifold troubles didst Thou save me••, 

I, h Nr.id1i1;: i ll'li:IJ (,,, .)
0

11/(lld fi>1 l,,'J';) NJ'J l J ' j~'N i I e:; •,1.apaea T'f /j.BA,'t' T•,LT~ [htu fi•llows 2 i b 1. 
tH offw~;jp']U(II uocJna11 arro aa,>B,nr ,wro,, ii 6 n, J.. 6 nMUTpn<f>tJuff'ut 1 JL +bonis m-m S 

and lcarncth them and bccomcth wise in 1h1:m • ,,-u ii!> .,.,, ~ 'the height of the fear of the 
Lord is excellent abo,e all things: take hold thereof, my son, and let it not go' v r, /11 ~ lhtJ 111onls /n, 111 
Nit' /11u w1'lh Ii. 1 b ,, ; 6 ,m tj,.,, ( 106 </>o;1or) K,p,nu ro tx••• mrou: 55 70 ~48 254 Syro-llt::\ +Kat TO" «"<~u•• 
,&;.,c, uo</><n11: 55 70 ?-tB 254 + n ·>.oy,,.ror l(\.p,or ur TOJP mwm )f"ll'OlTO ')'O'O&To: 70 + 8ola ao1. o Orof '11'-""" aota a;rc,c 
q ;o !::>yro-llex >d,. Ii. 

• • /i·11mpoud 111 JI! ~ 11poa,ux9 1'1""' ,.,.,. ~«pax ,·11strld as lit/, lrJ' 6 e-c So G S · J!1 • m y Cod, Ill) 
l•ather · "°" .S 1'.vcry day will l praise '11,y Name, 0 Lord', mispl11wl a/ltr z,. 1, • e G 'm) Sa,iour' 
I .S+ · in praises • e:i > : .S • my trust is (m) the l\Iost lligh from cverlaMing' h b e:i urt u~<rraan,r 

Kat {J,,980, 'Y""'" ,... ·• i[i ••• tAVTf""OW TO '1Wl'Q I"'" •t arr .. >.tar k-k G > 1-1.$>: 6 «<U .. nay,ao, &~l\·1• 
yAwatnJr m Jl +·from the shndcr of the people' n-n Ir. 'P't"C•µo.w ,j,,u&r o,, 6 > v-p L,'l. • for me' 
1i 1 6 ,.,.o·ou fjoq8of, ,rm ,Avr,>waw µf IC'aro TO 11A118or fAtou ,cm oi,oµaroc <Tov u. fjpuyJA6UI Ho,µ..or ur /3pw1,rn1 (~ cm) u:: Xt•poi' 

(qrot·naui TTJII +"'-'X'I" µot ,,c r.Anf)V<OY O>.,..J,c(l,)11 <-W fUXO" r r Rr,u/Ji,g 'lJ' '::i '!:l\1 (S,luchltr) 

llcn-~ira's grandson, m the Prologue to h1> G reek trnnsl.ttion of the book, calls the 11riter Jcshu~·. the son of Sirnch. 
It is probable th:tt the mention of Simeon here is due to the occurrence of this name in 1·v. 1, 2~. 

28. Blessed is . • C p. l's. i. 1. 
29. For if he . • . There can be no doubt that orig,nall) ill had this c lause in some form . 
. . . life. Cp. l'ro1,, XI\'. 27, xix. 23. 
LI. 1-30 (APPENDIX TO TIii. llOOK). 
(,11 LI. t IZ 1-\ PRAH,R). 
I.I. 1. Jahve h, 0 King. Cp. l's. cxlv. 1. The consensus of both e:; and S agamst JU favours the rc.lding in the 

tc": for 111y ,;0.1, Ill)' 1:,1/10 of )I! cp. Exod. x,·. 2, and the Ah'1111 ,1/,,ll.·0111 pra~cr in the Jc,dsh Litu rg)' (Singer's ed., 
pp. 55 571, as well as the .\Ju·111v11d1 'l,srr/1 r The Eighteen lkncdic11ons ') (sec, lurthcr, Ta) )or's -,dition of /'1rqc Ab,1/I,, 
}.,cursus v, p. 124: the Hebrew text of Slttmon,I, 'Rsrd, is gl\·en by Dalman in J)i, IVortejuu, pp. 299-304). 

0 God of my salvation. Cp. Ps. xt1ii. 46, xx,·. 5. 
J will declare Thy Name. Cp. l's. xx11. 22, cii. 21. 
!Thou) strength • . . Cp. Ps. xxvii. 1. 

:. Thou bast redeemed. Cp. l's. xlix. 15, h. 18, lvi. 13. !xix. 18. 
Thou didst keep back ... Cp. Job xxxi,i. 18; Ps. ''"''ii. 50. 
Thou dids t deliver my fool. Cp. Ps. xx,. 15. 
that t urn aside to lies. Cp. Ps. xi. 5 . 
. . . that rose up against me. Cp. l's. iii. 1, h,,. 9. 

3 the abundance of Thy mercy. Cp. f's. v. 7, lxi,. 13, cvi. 7, 45. 
of those tha l watch for ... for the Hebrew (•ec cru. note) cp. Jer. xx. 10. 
that seek my life. Cp. P,. nu. 4, xi. 14, h1ii. 9, lxx. 2. 
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SIR ACII :-il 4-11 

J! 1 And from the strait~ of the !lam<> round about (me•, 
'l·rom the midst of the fire that T kindled not', 

5 "rrom the deep of the belly of Sh~-ol•·, 
•From the hp, ol wickcdnc~s, and from the fr,1 mcrs of lies•, 

6 "And the :irrows • o f a clec<"ilfol tongue. 
~ly soul drew nig h ' unto Jealh, 

And my life· to the nethermost• Sheol''. 
7 • .'\ nd I turned about on c\'ery ,id1; , dyct there \la, none lo help me••. 

•,\nd I looked for one to uphold-, but tlu:rc w:i, 11011c. 
R Then did I remember r the lorn1g- kmdnl's~cs of J ah\ eh ', 

.. \nd ' llis mercit, ~ which ha\e been fm111 ol olJ, 
• \Vho dcli\'crcth them that trust in ll im", 

•.\nd redcemcth them kfrom all e\· 1 
() And r lifted up my , ·nice1 '"from the t·.1rth'", 

't\nd cried out for help from the :!o•lt:s of Sheol•. 
10 " \'ca, I cried'"' '0 Jalnch 1' mr F,1thu-•1;11t Thou ••, 

F or Thou art the hero of Ill)' salvation'; 
' Forsake me no t m the day· of trouble, 

' In the day of w,,o;tencs~ and tksolation•. 
, , will praise Thr \; ,imc continu:1.llr. 

"And,, ill ,in;.: fhr pr,1i~t·" in prayer'.' 

,,., S > t L A·.,,d,l,j; (, • th.,t \\ l.'!-1 fl(,t k ndltd ') ;in~: ~s :.:·N ,,;,,)":) : {i l'.tU H pt'10ll -•p« Ill nu ,fua1tTn 

u-u R,,u/111,t: ~l:-t::· en, O\iln~ ( = ('j) ,-, q'; «.QI (H!'Q )'AWQ'a lo nco~pTOl ,rQI AV')•<il +n&H ,: s. ti .,:'a17Mu 

~rndoA~ • :,•hich t,1.ror/s a,: ( .urows of tl,c tongu,• "'= ,landt ) , th , .. ,1, •ru/lt 11 rf 111 nn1,•1111/ 
,~Mca" (Jer. ix. ll} ,, ,1,~~ (</. lo!, xx~ix. z,, 'n·1v,<c B: ,"l,A .. IC'' \ .,) (// ,r ') , II ~ ... ,.. \~ ,\ \ 
l! !-) Ji, l.l.udabit drnninum " :=:- ',pun' U +q1• ,n '"Y)'O' " N i.1s cm..,ro u" \Ci l'o:Jrw) 1• .E-+';uul 
my ~piril draweth near unto dratli • "" e C,. ntµ•,cr,to., ,.., wu·Tu8o 1 ,1 ~ m orclcr lhat J mt~hr h,• upht-ld 1 

0 e?i s > me. ('t,•fllf" r; ffJ'1~H;'(lJI' (.\ •)Aurn•, 1iX , ,r,.1~,J'l'Ol•) l'U' UVT'o'>-'],...+u, m,8pwr.,,>.. t r (j 'H ,..,, • ' • VP•• 

K·IJ (i T'lf f P)QO'lfff O'ol· h }, \tr f1Ti tft°A!} T'IJU l11'01J,U'OVJ"IIJ (Tf j I [i ,r:(U (11,11{t&{ IHTOL~ f ( \'ff~ , 1,, tf11t, \:( \ q;IJpa,.-, 

\ 'ffOJ'11Pc.J"} l.. k ~ fl'Olll h1111 1h\t ,~ ~tro11gcr tha11 the·,• 1 (j 1•utut, 11 ur ]; '"' ')'', S \ o l..,, l· .:4:;; 
Otr'J omr) h· IJ 6 ,CUI''"''' 8a10TOJ' ( \ Qffn nPnto,1Tut·) fU'O l i.H ,-',,,6,w .s \fl I I I .. , "'UPI {i 

f"n-f' .-a).f17nµ11., ,u,,-uov ffOf"fj-1(1 ,('\';ltfJI JJOl R, 1du~.., K,v:r•<l ( = {i Si) fi o~r,s, ( y t' ti l i.l ) p ~ > 
1l"""1l S • from on liig:h tr > ::,, mi~ht\· (. ,n1 dnd ~.l\" our rr lo ii'1 ,.._, '>' '''"''A 6 ,~ 'IIJ',>Gh 

(:: -4 ~ :?,)Ju, ,,,.._,1~ = lL) f'i, .-m,x:, 1·rnyr,,J,,o, rw• a:1"'18?tTtM ~ "> J,l,,1,un .... 1~-:·:,e1 n1d).: G 
/·r ,-,~lK1 ( \nd I will 1cm,·ml>c1 ht•· ) ' CJ "' •!oµn~"'l~au · S II pr.t:,;,e, 

4. the straits of the name. Cp. I,. xh 1i. 14. 
t.bal I kindled not. Cp. Job n. :6; ,1 1i~ura1i,c "") ol exprcssin;; the present,:, ,,f uoul,k, not of one's 

o\,~n snaking. 
5. From the deep . . Tlus rtndcrini;- is unceruin, '" en, does rol •1c<ur m this conne"on n ti- I 1. T., cp. 

jon..ih ii. 3: nott·, ho\,e,·cr, jO::l 'hellr', 1s not used cbt·v.here in ,1. \1m1l.u connexion. 
the framen of lies. Lit. 'them 1h:11 pl.utcr lits·, cp. Job x1i1 • .; : l's. cSI< (9. 

6. And the arrows .. . Se, cnt. note. Cp. l's. Iii. 2. 
lily soul drew nli;b ... 1. p. l's.'"'' 111. J• 
to the nethermost Sheol. Lp. l's. I""'· 13, lu"m. 6. 

7. I turned about . . • Cp. I',. , ,·1i. 12; ls. hii1. S· 
8 ... . the loviog-kindnesset1. . Cp. l's. ,xv, 6 . 

• , . lbcm that trust in Him. Cp. l's. ".'· 1. 
Aod redeemeth them < p. < ,en. xlrni. 16 ; f's. r.xi. 7. 
from all evil. r, ; :r;,. f1 ,r\\h1d1!"'1-mc1\d \\(Hild r..._•,\ I~, ~::·:-1 \!°i •(lom lht' hrn ° pfe\ar.(p. ll.th.11.•,. \\hll 

Peters reads ,") i-o t· frum the p1.)\\t·1 ul tlu: t·nc:m~ ',: (. ,,u~!r>Lb:y n .. ul lln", lj>, 1 h.m~.., ,x,111. 1S 
9. from the gates of Sheol Cp. Is. xu,·i1i. 10; Jonah ii. 3. . . . . • • 
10 •••• my Father art Thou. ~l·e note 011;. I • cp. t·s. h:\\t!I:. ~"· fhe rrn<lc:1n; of fi 1.aec tnl. uotrl 1:S 1uolJ.1h ~ 

due to Christian influrntc. Cp. Ps. ii. 7, ex I, 
the hero of my salvation. Cp. · th.~. nw..;k of n,y '!.l.1h.ttion' in f'~. hxxi,. -:6 {cp. T's. lxii : •. ,m~! · the sne:11:th 

of my s~lvMion • m P,. <"xi. 7 lcp. lsn. nx111. 6). . . . 
In the day of wo.steness. .. Stt leph. ,. 1 S, from " hteh this u quoted 

1 t. I will praise .. Cp. I'• · cxh, :. . 
And will sing Th.Y praise. 'l his remitrmh ol G 1'$ prdcr,1l,lc t11 dloii,l t.~f )J ~ ; the l\\O n~r• ~ .,";! :md :":";"t occur 

together in P,. cu~,-. J 
io prayer Cp. I. 19. 



SIRACH 51. 11. 121-1• 

Jl" "Then did Jahveh hear my voice", 
,\nd gave heed to my supplication; 

'2 ~ And lie redeemed me from all evil" 
• And delivc,cd me• 'in 1he day of trouble>. 

T herefore \\ ill I give ,rnd offer praise•, 
And bless' the 'fame of JalH"eh '; 

(b) u i "' (E:rl,111/ ,m(I· i11 1/e/Jrew): A Tluwksgivi11g ( = r + 4 + 4 + 4 + 3 distichs). 

i. Gil·c thanks unto JahvC'h, for Ile is good, 
For II ts mercy ~ndurcth for u·cr. 

ii. ( ,ive tha11ks to the God of praises; 
rcr IIi~ mercy cndureth for c,er. 

iii. ( ,in th:rnk, unto llim that kccpcth r~racl; 
I rn Hts mercy cndurcth for c\'cr. 

i\-. Give tlunks unto 11101 that fonneth all; 
For I l is mcrcv endurcth for ever. 

, .. Givr th.111k, unt~ the Redeemer of l,1acl; 
rc,r I I" mercy cndurelh for e\'er. 

\ i. Gil·e thanks unto II 11n that gathercth the outcasts of lsrael ; 
l·or llis merer cndur~\h for c,·er. 

vii. (,ive thanks unto I l im that buildcth 11 is city and H is ':>anctuary; 
For I lis mercy endurdh for ever. 

\'iii. Give. thanks unto Hun that maketh a horn to sprout for the house of David; 
For 11 is mercy <:ndureth for ever. 

ix. Give thanks untu I lim th:it chooscth UlL sons of Zadok to be priests, 
For Ilis mercy cndurcth for C\'Cr. 

'\-H e:a > ,.,_., [j <ac.,ua~ ')'U~ µt ,E ,urw~un\" 

""'"I""".\ + •m ,f,~o,, (s,,) µ111 $: 'from all trouble· 
hoh N;1mc' 

-x ' (i "'"' ,(c~ot µ., \ -.cu cfiXou f"l' )"-)' ei u ~mpov 
• 1G + ""' " , i~k Thy Xame, (J Lord . .S Th}· 

gave heed to m y supplication. (p. I',. t1<l. G, c;.liii. 1. 
I z. from all evil. Cp. . ILi. 

in tbe day o f trouble. Cp .. 10, I'<. xii . 1. 

(t1 I --r,,,. (LX I \'iT 1:-1.\' IX H~ t:KE\\ j: .\ TII \~i,;S(;JVJ;I:(., 

Th1.; l'::,.dm ,,hu.:h 1• here Uht.:tl(:d 1:, formcU on tht! pauxrn of P~. cxxx,·1. lhat is1 if this. lauer is prior in date; the 
pos;1hiilty, hu11ner, u( lJ01h l,.,1in;:- hem rnmpu,ed on an rarlicr patlcm (l'ctcrs1 must be .,!lowed for. hi~ probable 
that 1h1:!<1 l'.s;dm is ,tn .1m.tl;.:.111utioti uf two poems, a =:,,hurt(·r one, r ,,. ,1 ix .. md a longt·r one, t1,. i-v, x--xvi 
t - t,n·he ,·cr~sl. ThP hr!'-t clau~e ot c.1.ch ,cr~c ot the ~honer poem i:,, lnnt>t:r than the c:orrc!'-pond ing cl~1u:;e~ nf the 
longer p,,cm. Thr place in which o-:·. n-ix are inserted is the natural one, the word ' lsr.,el • being the point ol 
.11t,u lamrn;, 1'111: u111,,.,,,u11 uf the wholt hy Ct :i farnur, the opinion tllilt a did nut fonn IMrt uf 1hc orii;in,11 buok: bu1 
S111t:nd, \\)10 rL;.:.,1r<J ~ lhc ,, hole .l!:i original, accounts for the nmis-:,iou b)· ~aying that 6 took cxce-pt1on to it~ 1 1111 .. (;reek 
rharat:ll·r '. ns \\Cll .t.!i. to the words 10 ;·. 1x. while S followed (i in nmittln~ it because of thl· anti ... Jcwish kndcnc)• which 
i ... dJ.lrat ~t:rbt1c of S. This 1,:xplanation ~ems inadequate, for the I un-c;reek char.1ctcr' would apply tu the whole 
bouk, wh1k the 11.ttur.,I nlJJection lo:·. ix (th" downfall of the hou,c or Zadok ha,l t.lkcn pl,,ce by the time the translalion 
,,.ts m,ldc1 ,,ould not .iccount for the flmis:-tion of the,, hole Sl'C::tion. It !:>Cems more likely that 7'l', ,·i-ix are original. 
,mU that the rest was sub~c4ucnLJy added, the am:.1;;.unation of the two takini,; pl.tee as suia:csted ab.>,·c. ~ee, howe,·cr, 
tht discussion in the Introduction)§ 31 iii. 

,. Give thank>, . . Thi, ,crsr is identical with f's. cxxx,i. t ; cp. the refrain ,ll the end of each \ersc in Ibis 
p!-.alm as ,,·eJl ns in P~. cxxxn. 

ii. the God of praises. Cp. P,. X'1i. 3, hxi 6 and see also the S/1t111l'1u/r 'Eutl, (cp. nole on,•. 1 above) iii: 
• The holy ones praise Thee e,ery da)'.' 

11i. that keepeth Israel. Cp. I',. cxxi. 3 8. 
i,. that formeth all. Cp. Jer. x. 16, Ii. 19. 
•. the Redeemer of Israel. L p. ls. xii,. 6, , Ii,. 7, and Slw1u•11th 'Ls11/1 , 11 : ' Blessed art Thou, 0 Lord, the 

Hrdetmer of Israel.' 
, ,. that Rathereth the outcasts ... Cp. Ps. cxlvit. 2; ls. ,i. 12, '"ii. 13, lvi. 6; and .\/u111011tlt 'Fsrd, x: 

· Hit: <:d nrt Thou, 0 Lord, who i:a1hcrest the outcasts of Thy people I srael.' 
\It. that buitdeth . . . Cp. l's. cxl11i. 2; Is.,. '<ii,. 28; and .\ho11,,,,c/t '1,n~lt ,i,·: • lllcssed art Thou, 0 Lord, the 

Build, r of lcru,.akm.' 
,·.a. that maketh a horn to sprout . . . Cp. l's. nxxii. 17; E,ck. xxix. 21 ; and Slw1101ult '£srd1 xv: ' Do Thou 

opl'cJ1lr r,rn><· th<· ,hoot of Ua,id to ,prout forih, :ind do Thou lift up h1~ horn through Thy v1ctonous sahation; e,·ery 
cl,,y Ju ,\tt ho;><· f•,r 'l'hy ,al vat ion. H!l's~t·d art Thou, O Lord, who causcth the horn of sahalion to sprout forth/ 

i.. that chooseth the sons of Zadok .•. Cp. I. 14 (JU; 2 ~am. 1·iii. 17 ; 1 K1ni:s i. :6· 1 Chron. ,.,. 8 (,. 3,1 in 
Hebrew), nix. 22; 1:2,k. xi. .16, xii\ . t 5, xlviii. t 1. 
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SIRACH 5 1. 12•· .. i, J 3 IS 

x . Give thanks unto the Shicld of Abraham· 
l·or !Tis mercy rndurcth for C\'cr. ' 

xi Give thanks unto the Rock of l :..1ac, 
For Ii is mercy cndureth for ever. 

,;ii. Giv~ t hanks unto the .Mighty One of J ,1cob; 
I·or I lis mercy 1:ndurcth for c1·~1. 

xiii. Gi1•c thanks u11to I lim tl1.1t hath cho<cn Zion, 
h>r Iii. mercy endurc·th for ncr. 

:,;iv. (,i\"C thanks unto the Kmi of the king, of king~; 
l•or llrs mercy cndureth for l"l'Cr, 

xv. \nd Ile hath lilted up the horn for ll1s people; 
flw p1a1,e of all llis pious ones, 

xvi. For tht childrl'll 01 l sr.tcl, .t pcopk nri:h .into llrm, 
I l.11lcl11j.,h. 

(,·) LI. 1 ;-.~o. . I l'c "' ,/·,rri/>i111, Ir,, .. /',11-.'Hra acqmrrd ll'isd, n: (- 14 + '., di,tichs). 

13 •\\'hl·n I w,ts yet y,,ung-, hLfor< I wand,· ed .tl,ro.al•, 
1
' l dc,irecl hc.:r and ,ought her uut . 

14 'In my }"Outh I made ,upplrc.1t1on 111 pr,l) er , 
•
1,\nd I \\ill •cc·k he, out 1.1cn tu the ,nd. 

15":ihc blo,~umcd like a ripcnmg g1.1pc 
l\l) hc,trl rcjoicc<l in hu". 

:\l} foot trud 'in hc.:r foolslt;p1, 
] rom my ynut h BT lc:nncd \\' 1>dur1• ~. 

a • JII ,, 11111/t/,1/,J, ,1// lh,tl I I (I I ·~"~ ,J,.': •;.s ( I "lS )T•Un;c' ') - ::, F, I, rt / 1 S., ,,, /. :::., 
I ., 1111/111;: l,-l, G <{'J"l"a acxj14u11 "1M~h,1,!\ , .. r., O,J'fli~ 'J 1,101.1 C C' '" J) /J; '"" , fa 111. '1 1 (J z, Ill I, 
,·1 lt,1 ,h,/'l,h u! li , ., ... T, 1• r.,,ic ,,1"f'1. I II: n, ,, l!.1 N , .t'I'• ,,,,. w, -, , ~ d 

<TT<l</'l·~ r, ( Riehl/, /' .',,f'/. , \ n, ,, 1 1) /i r ,f m-!JuH "" "'/·••(ol.<'J?• .. , .. ,:,, ~-, · tf 1. , 1 cm ruu l~n<t.Jan 
pr.1.tCO:\ U\.l ' t /( ' II ,.,::·sJ (\JI , 11 /. ~~~N.:I f'j u, ulJ r•1r1 )l ~ ... ' () I )fl • I (i •,\•·u.u• OLIF'JP 

:,.;. lhe Shidd of Abraham. LI'· l,cn ~'- 1. I' """· :, ancl .,Jum,11,:/r '[ trd, ; 't.lc oe,1 rt 11,o , the<;~ 1 
of \bra.ham.' 

~1. the Rock of I saac. <. P I >rut. xx,,. i : ..... un. xx1i1. J; P, x, 111 ::::, xi 9, 11,u 1 · 11. xxlii': : , I. 1 'A'" 
mfl,1u!, 'I ,,·th x, ·h~ t· pr, o 1' !.:.ock of "ur life' tx:t •Jn 

xi,. the l'tlighl}' One o f Jacob. ' p. ',rn ,hot ~~ r"<: "' • ~ • I 1 i :1 •r, I 1 , .. ! • 
i : I; Bh,;:-;. .. c• .trr Thou, t l I .urd (l ,. (, 11d, ~d l ,od of 0111 t ~thcr,s. C,00 of \l,ra.h~m. Loc.J of l~c, and l ,oJ of J ,c t,, thr 
grc:at, the 1m~hly :mtl th ft rful ( Jod.' 

xi11. that hath cho,en Zion c I'· I· Ix, u. r.-., ,s:\ 1 ;, q~ :1. , 1' ~,, v ' '/ It 
t ) l .ortl uur l ,, d. \\ 1th 'l 1 > f't'••1•lc 1 .. r.1, .• ,11.! tl1lll p, 1~, 1 • ,ln,I ""t 111• ..tc,.u11 tit' "l.t ii ~ , , I II h.u 
uf Thine House. . ,\nd uuy ""r qcs t.diold Thy mcrc:k' return t Zwn I k•ssed art l hou "ho n:storcsi J hy 
.\It, l:i11ah to Zior• (On lht 1<i1hdr.l\\.1l ol 1hc :,lut1m1h from ,a11h, and the r<aso'1S lor l~ .cc 11,c ~hdr.uh 
litresh,lh .h'(IMtJ, ( C,; th, 1'·""'1:C .. gl\cn Ill lhc .,utlH>r> Tit J.d1r, 'II'"'·' II ()r,/up 4 ,;, ,,.,, 'K"C'"'· p. %19, 

:o..n King of the kings of ku1g~. l p 1lu i1u.: '1, ,t t,.. 1,b, :t.THI I unt 111 hut • 111 lhlh t; lH , YIA 

'E.rrc/z the title • Kin ' i, applit.:d to ( 1nd t1\ ,. times, and m xi oc,.ur ,t ~ v.orda: • Hc1Kn J li(.,u O\c:r us, O l..ord, 
alone 1n lu,·m,:-kmdne , ,md mcr<y' In l'i11/< A ~,Ir I\'. p o<curs th<: cxprc mn: • I he i-m.: ol the l ng of 
l..mgs, rhc Jlol) One, blessed be lit.' 

X\·, X\I, l'hcsc two \·er·$t:~ arc Jdcnuc.d with P<. cxh.1n q 

(.i 1.1. 13-30 (A t'm:,n. 
Th1: f'vem (:'f•. t l-30 \,1111.h f11l1m\~ i:> .rn ,11 r,• liL, ~ u;11 \L·r~ hq:11u11t1l-: \, h lh l'lllU I l t" tit" rt-• a f•hk 1: 

in their on.kr; thi> lud .,IJ uty l~·l·n cl1:i.l..'.t·1111.:ll h)- l~1c.;.k1:II bctort~ the U15, o\11.·1y u( 1hc J !cbn:" h M h.C"t' thf' Z, .: ~r;JI 
(ur/.;,1/holisd1, Tlul'I,,~,;-, ,i. 3z( 330; 1Sh1, 

13. W hen l wa~ yet young. C p. , i. 18, \\ ••d. 1 ii,. 2. 
beforelwande redabroad. T"t tin~u:,.',.;t•fa.\c.1 , • .,-/l,111p.).X\.i\ 11 I• f"", ,x~,. 1: ,. lkn•!--r.1.rcf1.f?OluJ1" tr;l\ch 

,tbu in X..XXI.X. 4,. 
14. lo n1y youth. !,Jnt.nd I:. µrohJ.1,1) Ubht i 1l 1L'b.U~1DJ; t,·1111' IUUi. ut le~ .. llll:i.Uk.c for;,, ... .,.,'J,, ~OIi (• Ja 

in prayer. ,+,, .,,.,,(J,(J'fut; ;,oL• of e"i- belongs hrre, not 1n 11. 1 3 6. • 
J 5. 1\ty heart . . Tiu~ t l,n,su ,,.,~ p1uh.a..;l) 11 11~t I ur,1:111.,H) ; H ,,, undul) 1h,Ht u t auaoJ.111,, 

io her footstep. !'\cc c.nuc•l nolc: \!"i •• ,s :-.mend po11it"' 11ut1 IIU) h,1., t= u:.ad :ri:.:·x: l" 1n her { • 1htq,•, hut 
misun<lcrstood it : cp. Jul, >.x11i. t t, • )1) focn h,tlh hllt.l 1.ot tu l 1,1,!; Mt I'"'·. f,u ~ 11-; u tit.i.ntl• t p. l '1. u ,. ;, s.:t, 3. 

I lea rned. !)mend SJUt,;~i:~b tht n·,uhna: 'n,.~r. 1• I tr.u ll·1f • J: rr•. fi, ,\Inch l rrlalni) t,:1\~ .& bl"t'ct , .... r.,U I to the: 
prtccding clause. For JII as it stands cp. P11. lxxi. 17; l'ro,. x:u. 3 . 
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SIRACH 51. 16-23 

lu , <> h I bowed down mine ear a little and receh·ed herb, 
ill" And much knowledge did I find 1; 

1; •·And1 her yoke was glorious lo mck, 
'"And to my Teacher do 1 offer thank:. "'. 

18 n I purposed to do good n <with her>0
, 

'" And PI was not put to ~hameP, for I found her"". 
19 l\ly soul was allached'l to her, 

'And I turned not away my face from her' ; 
15 I spread forth my hands to the hea\'en above•, 
J!l 'And for ever and ever I will not go astray from her'. 

"'i\ly hand opened her i:-ates, 
And I entered unto her, and looked upon her• 

20 ~ I ~et Ill} soul aright• .. after her"', 
• And 1 found her in her1 purity•; 

I gal me understanding •through her guidance•. 
1G • Therefore b I shall not be forsaken b•. 

J!•' zi 1\ly inward part was troubkd 0 <• like an oven°' Jto look upon her" 
Therefore have I gotten• a good possession. 

22 Jah,·eh gaye fme the reward of my lip:,r, 
And • ,\ith my tongue• do I praise Him. 

2] Turn in h unto me, ye unlearned, 
.\nd lodge in my house of in, truction. 

l, h Thir rluuu ho1s btm di:,rt., .. ·t! by q 11 1i1 i!! ; e:r+ ,µovr'i' · !-ah+' bccau,c of her' (Smmd) k-~ ~ 
ITP"<Orr? <}Htro µo, "' 1wry1 l J!1 >, but th, 1 1s 1,q11irtd as th, s,;\1h l~l/,r '!f th, 11/phubtt. t/11., b,mg th, :r,:-rth r/uuu 
m-ln 6 '1'<t,I a,&arr, µn, aocf,w11 &>aw &fm, n-u 6 lnvo']8'})1 )"P TOU tiOUJU(U Ot.TJJV u A t('()rd haJ falltll rm/ h,rt 
w-oo 6 <m <C?Awaa (perhaps o 1111'slakefar •C?T?Ua = J!/) r o a)'(l8ov • •• ou P? mq,1:,,·0w 1- v R.-adlll!f ~JN (= 6) 
/u 1~;,N N' (' I \\ill not turn back') • 6 ~ •• .,.,~ax1u,m (nad1i1g ;ip::'JI /nr i'lj)~·n) · S •clave', r ·r e:; "'"' 
CV 1T0&'7Ut1 Arj!Oll 3r11,cprt/m1t1µ'1t1 a ·I JJ ~111/fllg liJ Jl.?, ZOO s/a11f/S Ill f/'1(( if/'/ l-t (i IICCU TO «yV07]µllTO OVflJf rno89trfl 

" 
11 15> •-• R,-adi,~:;: ' •:l'll) ·nm::i ( = eii)ji,, ~, •nm " w 6 "' '"'"1" ' • 15" wrn11g!J, tra11sposrs this ,md 

!ht mxl du11rt > 6 S >'her' ' 7 R tadi11g, w,lh S111md, ;in,::inno fi•r ;in!,nni, (· from the beginning ' 
= 11:i S) ._,. Un[v th, Jir.,/ ,r,,rd a11d "'" ltlltr ,:f tht smmd word "" /if/ 1i1 J!! b-1, S • I shall not 
forsake her ' c S 'burned' ec-ce Iii> J -<t 6 «C?TI'/11a, •IIT'I• e )!t ;: +' in hcr l-f Iii yAwuua,· 
I'°' ~,o8ov µov 11:i '" 11UT.? b R t11d1i15: n10 ( = $) /or 1l!l: G •yyiuar, 

16. I bowed down mine ear. Cp. i,·. 8, ,i. 53. 
17. her yoke • . . Cp. ,·i. 24, 30, and 11 • 26 or this chapter. 

to my Teacher. The Tcachtr is, of course, Cod. 
18. The text is ,cry corrupt here, and must be emended with the help or Qli. 
19. In this ,crse 11:i apparently had a text before it which in part differed from that or J!! as no\\ extant. 

My hand opened her gates. For the thought of \\ 1sdom h.l\ mg her dwell mg-house cp. ,h·. z3-z5, Pro,·. ix. 1 ff. 
and looked upon her. C1>. xv. 7, 'Sinners shall not see her.' 

20. understanding. Lit.' hean'; cp. Pro,•. xv. 3z, xix. 8, where the same verb as here is used (m j)). 
zr. My Inward part was troubled. Cp. Jcr. xxxi. 20. 

The refore have I gotten... Cp. Pro,. h . 7. 
zz. the reward of my lips. i. c. success as a teacher. 
23. Turn In . . . Cp. Prov. ix. 4, 16. 

house of instruction. The Dtlfl h,1-.l!itl,·as/J, or Bd/1 .llidr,1.111, is the tcchnic.,I n:tme for the 'house' where 
,audents gathered together for instrucuon in the L,rn. Great scholars had their own ·houses' where they gathered 
pupils together. The Bd!t lu1-llfidra,lt ol Ben-Sira is the earliest o( which we know; in Yoma 35 b (T. Babli) 
mcnuon is made of the one in" hich ~h<:maiah and ,\btal1on taught, and which Hillel," hen a routh, could attend 011ly 
:ifter hanng paid an admission-fee to the janitor; 'whether or not this ch:irge of a lee, so contradictory to the maxim or 
the men of the < ;,cat ~ynagogue (A/Jot!t i . 1," Raise up many disciples"), was a political measure of the time, it seemingly 
>lands in connexion \\ith " principle pronounced by the Shnmmaires (At>. R. N., 1\. iii, n. iv, ed. Schechter. p. 14) that 
"only those who are \\ise, humble, and of goodly, \\Cll·to-do parentage should be taught the Law". On the other hand, 
the 11 illchtcs insiste,1 that " all. \I 1thout c,ception, &hould p..rtake o( the prh·ikge, inasmuch as many transgressors in 
brael. "hen brought mgh to the Law, brought forth righteous, pious, and perfect men"' UJ::, iii. 117 61. Ben-Sira 
says di,tinnly th.u the "isdom was to be acquired ' without mnney': soe ,,. 2 5 and Cl_). N,alun'm 36 a (T. Babli) : 'As 
I hnvc tau!'ht you without paymtnt, saith God, so must you do likewise.' Reference 1s made (lim11<1 dt6e f:.'liJ'<IAII R. 
i, 1,J, ,,i, and cl,cwhcrc) to the Btlh /1,1•.ll1tl1<u/1 in the Temple (cp. Mau. xxi. 23, ,xvi. SS; Luke ri. 46, Xl<, 1, x.,i. 37: 
John x,iii, io), which was called 0,11, /111-Midras/1 ha-~atfvl, the Great house of instruction.' 
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S I RACH f'i l. ~.1-30 

II! : 4 11-Io w long will ye lack kthesc thini:r,t•? 
A1td (h olv loni::) ,;hall your soul b~ so 1 athirst' 2., I o pen my mouth and spe.'lk "'of her"', 
Acquire \Vi!>Clom" for yoursdvcs without nioncy. 

26 Hrrng• your necks under her }'Oke 
P A nd her burden let your "Oul bear'', 

"She i;, nigh unto them that seek her'' 
'And he that is intent (upon her) finclcth h·•r ' . 

2; Behold ,1 1th your t)'h thal ' I laboured but litllc) • therein 1, 

"An d abumfancc of peace hilv<c I f ,uncl • 
: h ~ ] learkcn to my tcachin~. (thoug-h }'C b · but) a few••, 

, \ nd much Ysil\'tr and' r.old sh.ill ye acqui1c thnebr. 
29 ~fay my• soul delight in 111)' l',·s/11/m/1•; 

And )'t: shall not be pul to ~h.unc Lin sing-ing my pui,e h, 

30 \V01k your work 111 ri"hkousnes,•, 
.\nd lie wrll gin, }"UU J }Our reward in its time. 

•[Blessed be Jall\eh and pr,1iscd be Iii :\amc to gencralions. 
1 hus far the words of Srmc•>n the son of jLsirn ,', who is called lkn-Srn. 
T he \\ rsdom oi ',1rncu11, the ,on of Jc,lrua, the ,on of J:lc,1za1, the son of Sir:i 
,ray the , amt of Jalwch he blcsi.i:d from now .111d unto ctcrnur ]• 

i-i 6 1((.1( ( n ~ .\) OTI \IO'"f4',•U 1.T'1ot (1.aH,~UTf X \) Af)t''t'f O TfJl ro,s- I,; \; / •1 • , .. ,m tiic~e rhinr 1n·1 •i o:,.e thing!i. t 

1.1.,, 1 \CJ)"
1 

111-1111(.> nl'i> (i nl'n~ , -r(i < t·,,,E•1qt:fn,, W°"\" '""' ....... r&a, (=£) 
11--.01 (i f'YYl'' ((TTU, n-pto• (JVTFJ" , r ('i ,> 1'1 

r/11/ 11!, 5;m,ml, ,., .. ,,\o,~y :t:-i - Ct ;:- ' ' -:i,-:.vi ·~u-: jC;, 
(' I " as ~mj,JI ,\n<l I pt.·1~1:,h:d ') • i£i- > !it11,h"1..'. u 1th ,\m 111 ,n,.:~ ·r.~:;~ -.:- ~, ... ,\r:-c~--:, 
(

1 and J found her ~ ,\('~ ') \ (i +• Ultt~ -. "' JI.!/''. t:•J""t ( 1 
111,lll\ ) ~ uf "".,., --r, f ~or. .u.t:l ap,dl,,~ 

npyup,ot 'R 11J111;.;. ,~:,t;J (=::)for •n,, ;:;:: ( .n fll} yout11 ') , 6> ~ ~ ,our . • • (i ., 

T!J • ).u-1 lflTot' ~ 11 Ill}' p<tnLtnCI' t 'J (.'i: fl' 11U(ll"fl g1,,rc,v t· • 5imt11rf U 1111,f te.dJ f\l.' ~~_:-, r~l(T 

n ~ ·:~, ( = ~ !o) I ., .. 6 i:, 1l. > • • fi • \\'1,don, of Je,u,. so11 ol :--:r..cll' ;.;. ;o 218 :;i~ • IJl~•:,cd 
be the Loni for c>< : ,\m,·n, ,\rn,11 :, llh,s«l l>< <:l.ld for e,·er, aml I'' 11,eJ I,., llrs ~ 11r.e 10 general '.HIS 

Thu, far th" \\Of<I, of lc,lm,· tl,c ,on ,f "irr" ull 1t ll 1' (.tllc,l 1he SC•II "' \~rr,1 f • .,, ... ,, -//. ,, l.u( som 
,\,·, 1,1, J/SS. r ,1./ !':ir:ilh Tl" 11 rrtin 01 11< \\',,,.lom of Har ~ir.1 i, cn<ltJ ', Tiu ml r1fl1, 1 1 '" w tit, 
Syn, r . 1/SS. 

:4. shall your soul be so athin,t . Cp. I,;, h. 1 ; ,\mos"· 11, Cp. /'1"/~. /o.,rh 1. 4: ' l ,,r thr house ~ a '11tct1ng­
houM- for the wisr, ;mJ I rJ,,<lcr thyself 111 thP Ju=,t of tlw1r fc('t • .ind drink thc1r ,i.ords w :h th1rst1ncss • 

z5. without money. Cp Is. Iv, 1, :, and 1111, I.,tmudic <1uotat1nn in ·he note on tt, :3. 
z6. her yoke. Cp. 1;, "· ~;. 

he that is intent. ,~·;:: ;r.i:, ht. • 1lut gl\ eth Ins soul·. 
z;. (little). 1 or the 1se of;:.:.., tn n ttmpor~l sen~e cp. 1 ... h\·.; 
zS. (though ye be but , o. few ~ ttr !hrs use of , t ':!":J rp. 1 .,~n. ~xx11·, ;o; I 1eu1. 11 27. 

And much s ilver . . • Cp. l'11q, ,Ud/1 11. IIJ: • If tho~ h»I learned much 1..,r,1h, they I:"<' thee 11uc" reward: 
and fa1thful 1s the mak<·, nl 1hy work, who will p.,y th~-c the IC\\,,rJ ,,f th)· work, :'lnd kno" th,,t the '<c ;,cnse of the 
n: \\.lfd ul the I iglHl'UU~i IS kr d1t.' timt· lO COnll' • 

~9. ) · \-/11/i,1/1. 1. L l 1n..i.- ul hl.UU ~. l.111..•1 .rn .-\c11lc111y ul h•.lf11m,.. •. \t l,r.;.t · Ju /., :}: ,- !/ d, t \\ L I l 
\\l1erc the Yt,Mb.,lt a,,~mbk<l .... l.,tcr, "hen the numhcr of ,tudt•nts inc,c•ncd, II t>ec-Jn,e nccc< ry to holt the 
:,,l·~~•om; 111 a :-ep.11.llc l.u,..;1.: h.ul .ul)111111n.h till' /:, //1 I, ,.J/1.11 111., mli tk~ } 111 \\a» i..nu, 11 t, tlh. u..a u t f J" • • 
1/F, xii. 595al . . For · n :i·~"J l!'i «ad ·n111~"J t'm llis s.1h,lllon,' refrrrini; it to God, while$ n-ad •;,:·~·J ('in my 
rc:pcntancc '), neither under- 111dmg presumably, wha? \\ lS rne.1n1 br lht J'csA,t,A. 

in singing my prnise. •;i,·c·J. 
30. W ork yo11r work. i.e. tl,e "or~ ,f s• kmi: w1s1lnm. 

in rig hteous nes~. J'ht: u.:.,il 11;.: 111 l'i ~' ht:, u tl1c 11111c. 1 r:, pr !!J.l 1) thl' urrt · rnh .• 1: 't r,:n ti,, be-in., t,1 th•· 
time of fin.11 rcckonini;; cp. John i~. 4, 

j l j 




