APOCALYPSES

Or these it is my intention to include in this collection only such as
bear the names of New Testament personages. There are several
important books which are fathered upon patriarchs and prophets
of the Old Testament, and some of these were composed by Christians,
while others have received touches and insertions to adapt them for
use by Christians. Most of these I have named in the Introduction.

Of Apocalypses attributed to New Testament personages there are
not a very great many. That of Peler (early second century) leads the
van in date and importance: that of Paul (fourth century) perha
comes next in influence. That of Thomas has only come to light in
recent years. A later stratum is represented by the Apocalypses of
John (printed by Tischendorf) and the Virgin. The former is a series
of questions ang answers—the Byzantines were fond of this form of
writing—about the end of the world, which contain nothing very
interesting. A description of antichrist is perhaps the most notable
feature: on this I have put together some matter in my Lost Apocrypha
of the 0. T., to which I may refer the reader. That of the Firgin
ollows Paul closely.

The Revelation of Stephen, condemned in the Gelasian Decree alon
with Paul and Thomas, is something of a puzzle. A short section shal
be deyoted to it.

We hear of an dpocalypse of James the brother of the Lord, and one
quotation from it occurs.!

The Syriac text printed by Rendel Harris, The Gospel of the Twelve
Apostles, with the Revelation of each one of them, is in its present form late.
It does not come ug to its imposing title, for it only contains the
utterances of Peter, John, and James,

Egypt has its contribution to offer. In Dr. Budge’s volumes of
Coptic texts will be found :

A Revelation of James the Less, telling how the Lord revealed the
glory of John Baptist in the other world, where he figures as the ferry-
man of the blessed souls sCoplia Apocrypha, 1913, p. 343).

A book of *Mysteries of St. John’, c‘uestiuns of John the Evangelist
addressed to the Cherubim: he is told about all manner of natural

* Von Dobschiitz in Byzantinische Zeitschrift, 1903, p. 558, cites it
from Coislin MS, 296 (Paris). It is to the effect that at the prayer of
the apostles, the Lord ‘added two sixtieths’ to the time of his coming,.
The date indicated for the Second Coming is A, M. 6500. It is symbo-
lized by the attitude of the priest’s fingers when he blesses. The form
of the citation is ‘as James the brother of the Lord said in his Apoea-
lypse’. The passage is not found in the Revelation of James contained
in the late Gospel of the Twelve Apostles edited by Rendel Harris.
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things, the rise of the Nile, the dew, &c., and also somewhat about
Hezekiah and Solomon (I.¢., p. 241).

A revelation made by our Lord to the apostles about Abbaton the
angel of death (Coptic Martyrdoms).

There is also a sort of A ypse of Philip extant only in Irish,
which is apparently derived from a Latin original. It is called the
Evernew Tongue. The tongue of the apostle Philip—which had been
cut out seven times by his persecutors, ineffectually—discourses to an
assembly of kings and prelates at Jerusalem, and tells them wonderful
secrets of nature. See the Journal of Theol. Studies, 1918 (xx. 9),
where I give an account of it.

In the same article I write on an apocalypse of which we do not
know the name., Portions of it exist in Latin and in Irish—the latter
embodied in the Vision of Adamnan. The Rev. St. J. Seymour also
dealt with it more recently (1. ¢., xxii. 18).

It tells of the sufferings of souls in the several heavens,and of their
presentation to the Lord and acceptance or rejection. A distinetive
mark of it is that the names of the heavens, and of the angelic guardian
of each, are given.

Of the three Christian Apocal which will be presented here,
two, Peter and Paul, are visions of the next world, the other, Thomas,
is a prophecy of the end of this,

APOCALYPSE OF PETER

We have not a pure and complete text of this book, which ranked
n;;:ét in ipularity and probably in date to the Canonical Apocalypse
of St. John.

We have, first, certain quotations made by writers of the first four
centuries.

Next, a fragment in Greek, called the Akhmim fragment, found
with the Passion-fragment of the Gospel of Peter in a manuseript
known as the Gizeh MS. (discovered in a tomb) now at Cairo. This is
undoubtedly drawn from the Apocalypse of Peter: but my present
belief is that, like the Passion-fragment (see p. 90), it is part of the
Gospel of Peter, which was a slightly later book than the Apocalvpse
and quoted it almost in extenso. There is also in the Bodleian Libra
a mutilated leaf of a very tiny Greek MS. of the lifth century whic
supplies a few lines of what I take to be the original Greek text.

hirdly, an Ethiopic version contained in one of the numerous forms

of the Books of Clement, a writing current in Arabic and Ethiopie,
urporting to contain revelations—of the history of the world from the
Ereati-on. of the last times, and of guidance for the churches—dictated
by Peter to Clement. The version of the Apocalypse contained in
this has some extraneous matter at the beginning and the end; but, as
I have tried to show in a series of articles in the Journal of Thcol;gwal
Studies (1910-11) and the Chureh Quarierly Review (1915), it affords
the best general idea of the contents of the whole book which we have.
The second bogk of oghe Sibylline ?r;c]is cxtains (indq:segkﬂhexa-
meters) a paraphrase of a great part of the Apocalypse: and itsinfluence
can be) tracedpin many early writings—the Acts of Thomas (55-57),
the Martyrdom of Perpetua, the so-called Second Epistle of Clement,
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and, as T think, the Shepherd of Hermas: as well as in the Apocalypse
of Paul, and many later visions,

The length of the book is given in the Stichometry of Nicephorus as
800 lines and in that of the Codex Claromontanus (D of the Epistles)
as 270 : the latter is a Latin list of the Biblical books ; already cited
for the Aects of Paul.

There is no mention of it in the Gelasian Decree, which is curious.
At one time it was popular in Rome, for the Muratorian Canon mentions
it (late in the second century?) along with the Apocalypse of John,
though it adds, that * some will not have it read in the church’. The
fifth-century church historian Sozomen (vii. 19) says that to his know-
l;;:l%g it was still read annually in some churches in Palestine on Good

iday.

A trauslatiou of the ancient quotations shall be given first.

A

1. From Clement of Alexandria's so-called Prophetical Extracts,
a series of detached sentences excerpted from some larger work,
gencrally supposed to be his Hypotyposes or Outlines:

a. (41. 1) The Scripture saith that the children which have
been exposed (by their parents) are delivered to a care-takin,
angel by whom they are educated, and made fo grow up; an
they shall be, it saith, as the faithful of an hundred years old
are here (in this life). b. (41.2) Wherefore also Peter in the
Apocalypse saith: And a flash (lightning) of fire leaping from
those children and smiting the eyes of the women.

2. Ibid. (48. 1) The providence of God doth not light upon them
only that are in the flesh. For example, Peter in the Apocalyg&e’
saith that the children born out of due time (abortively) that
would have been of the better part (i. e. would have been saved if
they had lived)—these are delivered to a care-taking angel,
that they may partake of knowledge and obtain the better
abode, having suffered what they would have suffered had
they been in the body. But the others (i. e. those who would
not have been saved, had they lived) shall only obtain salvation,
as beings that have been injured and had mercy shown to them,
and shall continue without torment, receiving that as a reward.

But the milk of the mothers, flowing from their breasts and
congealing, saith Peter in the Agoca.lypse, shall engender small
beasts (snakes) devouring the flesh,” and these running upon
them devour them: teaching that the torments come to pass
because of the sins (correspond to the sins).

3. From the Symposium (ii. 6) of Methodius of Olympus
(third century). He does not name his source: Whenee also
we have received in inspired writings that children born untimely
—even if they be the offstgﬁnmf adultery—are delivered to
care-tuking angels. For if they come into being contrary to
the will and ordinance of that blessed nature of God, how could
they have been delivered to angels to be nourished up in all repose
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and tranquillity? And how could they have confidently sum-
moned their parents before the judgement seat of Christ to accuse
them ? saying: Thou, O Lord, didst not begrudge us this light
that is common to all, but these exposed us to death, contemning
thy commandment.

The word rendered care-taking in these passages is a very rare one—
Tnuehoiyos, témelouchos: so rare that it was mistaken by later readers
for the proper name of an angel, and we find an angel Temeluchus in
Paul, John, and elsewhere. A similar case is that of the word raprapoiyos,
Tartaruchus, keeper of hell, which is applied to angels in our Apoca-
lypse, and is also taken in the Ethiopic version, in Paul, and in other
writings, to be a proper name.

4. From the Apocritica of Macarius Magnes (fourth century)
of whom we know little. His book consists of extracts from
a heathen opponent’s attack on Christianity (Porphyry and
Hierocles are named as possible authors of it) and his own
answers. The heathen writer says (iv. 6, 7):

And by way of superfluity let this also be cited which is said
in the Apoccalypse of Peter. He introduces the heaven, to be
judged along with the earth, thus: The earth, he says, shall

resent all men to God to be judged in the day of judgement,
eing itself also to be judged along with the heaven that encom-
passeth it.

5. Ibid. And this again he says, which is a statement full
ofimpiety: And every power of heaven shall be melted, and the
heaven shall be rolled up like a book, and all the stars shall
fall like leaves from the vine, and as the leaves from the fig-tree.

This very nearly coincides with Isa, xxxiv. 4, and does not occur in
our other texts of the Apocalypse.

6. In an old Latin homily on the Ten Virgins found and pub-
lished by Dom Wilmart (Bulletin d’anc. litl. € d archéol. chrél.)
is this sentence:

The clused door is the river of fire by which the ungodly shall
be kept out of the kingdom of God, as is written in Daniel and
in Peter, in his Apocalypse. . . . That company of the foolish
also shall arise and find the door shut, that is, the fiery river
set against them,

The equivalent of all the above quotations is found in the Ethiopic
text, with one exception, no. 5. The Akhmim text only contains
something like no. 1 b: one indication out of many that it is a
shortened and, I would say, secondary text.

B
THE AKHMIM FRAGMENT

which 1 should prefer to call Fragment II of the Gospel of
Peter. It begins abruptly in a discourse of our Lord.
1 Many of them shall be false prophets, and shall teach ways
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and diverse doctrines of perdition. 2 And they shall become
sons of of perdition. 8 And then shall God come unto my faith-
ful ones that hunger and thirst and are afflicted and prove their
souls in this life, and shall judge the sons of iniquity. )

4 And the Lord added and said: Let us go unto the mountain
(and) pray. 5 And going with him, we the twelve disciples
besougﬂt him that he would show us one of our righteous
brethren that had departed out of the world, that we might
see what manner of men they are in their form, and take courage,
and encourage also the men that should hear us.

6 And as we prayed, suddenly there appeared two men stand-
ing before the Lord (perhaps add, to the east) upon whom we
were not able to look. 7 For there issued from their countenance
a ray as of the sun, and their raiment was shining so as the eye
of man never saw the like: for no mouth is able to declare nor
heart to conceive the glory wherewith they were clad and the
beauty of their countenance. 8 Whom when we saw we were
astonied, for their bodies were whiter than any snow and redder
than any rose. 9 And the redness of them was mingled with
the whiteness, and, in & word, I am not able to declare their
beauty. 10 For their hair was curling and flourishing (flowery),
and fell comely about their countenance and their shoulders
like a garland woven of nard and various flowers, or like a rain-
bow in the air: such was their comeliness.

11 We, then, seeing the beauty of them were astonied at them,
for they appeared suddenly. 12 And I drew near to the Lord
and said: Who are these? 18 He saith to me: These are your
(our) righteous brethren whose appearance ye did desire to see.
14 And I said unto him: And where are all the righteous?
or of what sort is the world wherein they are, and possess this
glory? 15 And the Lord showed me a very great region outside
this world exceeding bright with light, and the air of that place
illuminated with the beams of the sun, and the earth of itself
flowering with blossoms that fade not, and full of spices and
plants, fair-flowering and incorruptible, and bearing blessed fruit.
16 And so great was the blossom that the odour thereof was
borne thence even unto us.

17 And the dwellers in that place were clad with the raiment
of shining angels, and their raiment was like unto their land.

18 And angels ran round about them there. 19 And the glory
of them that dwelt there was all equal, and with one voice they
praised the Lord God, rejoicing in that place.

20 The Lord saith unto us: This is the place of your leaders
(or, high priests), the righteous men.

21 And I saw also another place over against that one, very
squalid; and it was a place of punishment, and they that were
punished and the angels that punished them had their raiment
dark, according to the air of the place.
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22 And some there were there hanging by their tongues;
and these were they that blasphemed the way of righteousness,
and under them was laid fire flaming and tormenting them.

23 And there was a great lake full of flaming mire, wherein
were certain men that turned away from righteousness; and
angels, tormentors, were set over them.

24 And there were also others, women, hanged by their hair
above that mire which boiled up; and these were they that
adorned themselves for adultery.

And the men that were joined with them in the defilement
of adultery were hanging by their feet, and had their heads
hidden in the mire, and said: We believed not that we should
come unto this place.

25 And I saw the murderers and them that were consentin
to them cast into a strait place full of evil, ereeping things, an
smitten by those beasts, and so turning themselves about in
that torment. And upon them were set worms like clouds of
darkness. And the souls of them that were murdered stood
and looked upon the torment of those murderers and said:
O God, righteous is thy judgement,

26 And hard by that place I saw another strait place wherein
the discharge and the stench of them that were in torment ran
down, and there was as it were a lake there. And there sat
women up to their necks in that liquor, and over against them
many children which were born out of due time sat erying : and
from them went forth rays of fire and smote the women in the
eyes : and these were they that coneeived out of wedlock (7) and
caused abortion.

27 And cther men and women were being burned up to their
middle and cast down in a dark place and scourged by evil
spirits, and having their entrails devoured by worms that rested
not. And these were they that had persecuted the righteous
and delivered them up.

28 And near to them again were women and men gnawing
their lips and in torment, and having iron heated in the fire set
against their eyes. And these were they that did blaspheme
and speak evil of the way of righteousness.

29 And over against these were yet others, men and women,

awing their tongues and having flaming fire in their mouths.

d these were the false witnesses.

30 And in another place were gravel-stones sharper than
swords or any spit, heated with fire, and men and women clad
in filthy rags rolled upon them in torment.! And these were
they that were rich and trusted in their riches, and had no é):}ty
upon orphans and widows but neglected thecommandmentsof God.

I This is suggested by the LXX of two passages in Job: xli. 80, his
bed is of sharp spits; viii. 17, on an heap of stones doth he rest, and shall
live in the midst of gravel-stones,
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81 And in another great lake full of foul matter (pus) and
blood and boiling mire stood men and wemen up to their knees.
And these were they that lent money and demanded usury upon
usury.

32yAnd other men and women being cast down from a great
rouk (precipice) fell (came) to the bottom, and again were driven
by them that were set over them, to go up upon the rock, and
thence were cast down to the bottom and had no rest from this
torment. And these were they that did defile their bodies,
behaving as women: and the women that were with them were
they that lay with one another as a man with a woman.

33 And beside that rock was a place full of much fire, and
there stood men which with their own hands had made images
for themselves instead of God, [And beside them other men and
women| ! having rods of fire and smiting one another and never
resting from this manner of torment. , . .

34 And yet others near unto them, men and women, burning
and turning themselves about and roasted as in a pan. And these
were they that forsook the way of God.

C
THE BODLEIAN LEAF

It measures but 2} by 2 inches and has 13 lines of 8 to 10
letters on each side (Madan's Summary Catalogue, No. 31810),
The verso (second page) is difficult to read.

Recto=Gr. 83, 84: women holding chains and scourging them-
selves before those idols of deceit. And they shall unceasingly
have this torment. And near '

Verso: them shall be other men and women burning in the
burning of them that were mad after idols. And these are they
which forsook the way of God wholly (?) and . . .

D
THE ETHIOPIC TEXT

First published by the Abbé Sylvain Grébaut in Revue de
POrient Chrétien, 1910 : a fresh translation from his Ethiopic
text by I1. Duensing appeared in Zeitschr. f. nil. Wiss., 1913,

The Second Coming of Christ and Resurrection of the Dead
(which Christ revealed unto Peter) who died because of their
sins, for that they kept not the commandment of God their
creator, '

And he (Peter) pondered thereon, that he might percecive the
mystery of the Son of God, the merciful and lover of merey.

And when the Lord was seated upon the Mount of Olives, his
disciples came unto him.

' The bracketed words are intrusive,
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And we besought and entreated him severally and prayed
him, saying unto him: Declare unto us what are the signs of
thy coming and of the end of the world, that we may perceive
and mark the time of thy coming and instruct them that come
after us, unto whom we preach the word of thy gospel, and whom
we set over (in) thy church, that they when they hear it may
take heed to themselves and mark the time of thy coming.

And our Lord answered us, saying: Take heed that no man
deceive you, and that ye be not doubters and serve other gods.
Many shall come in my name, saying: I am the Christ. Bcelieve
them not, neither draw near unto them. For the coming of the
Son of God shall not be plain (i. e. foreseen) ; but as the lightning
that shineth from the east unto the west, so will I come upon the
clouds of heaven with a great host in my majesty ; with my cross
going before my face will I come in my majesty ; shining sevenfold
more than the sun will I come in my majesty with all my saints,
mine angels (mine holy angeis). And my Father shall set a crown
upon mine head, that I may judge the quick and the dead and
recompense every man according to his works.

And ye, take ye the likeness thereof ?earn a parable) from the
fiz-tree: so soon as the shoot thereof is come forth and the
twigs grown, the end of the world shall come.

And I, Peter, answered and said unto him: Interpret unto me
concerning the fig-tree, whereby we shall perceive it ; for through-
out all its days doth the fig-tree send forth shoots, and every
year it bringeth forth its fruit for its master. What then meaneth
the parable of the fig-tree? We know it not.

And the Master (Lord) answered and said unto me: Under-
standest thou not that the fig-tree is the house of Israel? Even
as a man that planted a fig-tree in his garden, and it brought
forth no fruit. And he sought the fruit thereof many years,
and when he found it not, he said to the keeper of his garden:
Root up this fig-tree that it make not our ground to be un-
fruitful. And the gardener said unto God: (Suffer us) to rid
it of weeds and dig the ground round about it and water it.
If then it bear not fruit, we will straightway remove its roots
out of the garden and plant another in place of it. Hast thou
not understood that the fig-tree is the house of Israel? Veril
I say unto thee, when the twigs thereof have sprouted fortﬁ
in the last days, then shall feigned Christs come and awake
expectation, saying: I am the Christ, that am now come into
the world. And when they (Israel) shall perceive the wickedness
of their deeds they shall turn away after them and deny him [whom
our fathers did praise], even the first Christ whom they crucified
and therein sinned a great sin. But this deceiver is not the Christ.
[Something is wrong here: the sense required is that Israel
perceives the wickedness of antichrist and does not follow him.]
And when they reject him he shall slay with the sword, and there
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shall be many martyrs. Then shall the twigs of the fig-tree, that
is, the houseyot Israel, shoot forth : many shall become mart

at his hand. Enoch and Elias shall be sent to teach them that this
is the deceiver which must come into the world and do signs and
wonders to deceive. And therefore shall they that die by his hand
be martyrs, and shall be reckoned among the good and righteous
martyrs who have pleased God in their life.!

And he showed me in his right hand the souls of all men.
And on the palm of his right d the image of that which
shall be accomplished at the last day: and how the righteous
and the sinners shall be separated, and how they tdof that are
upright in heart, and how the evil-doers shall be rooted out unto
all eternity. We beheld how the sinners wept (weep) in great
affliction and sorrow, until all that saw it with their eyes wept,
whether righteous or angels, and he himself also.

And I asked him and said unto him: Lord, suffer me to
thy word concerning the sinners: It were better for them if they
had not been created. And the Saviour answered and said unto
me: Peter, wherefore speakest thou thus, that not to have been
created were better for them? Thou resistest God. Thou
wouldest not have more compassion than he for his image:
for he hath created them and brought them forth out of not
being. Now because thou hast seen the lamentation which
shall come upon the sinners in the last days, therefore is thine
heart troubled ; but I will show thee their works, whereby they
have sinned against the Most High.

Behold now what shall come upon them in the last days,
when the day of God and the day of the decision of the judgement
of God cometh. TFrom the east unto the west shall all the
children of men be gathered together before my Father that
liveth for ever. And he shall command hell to open its bars of
adamant and give up all that is therein.

And the wild beasts and the fowls shall he command to restore
all the flesh that they have devoured, because he willeth that
men should appear; for nothing perisheth before God, and
nothing is impossible with him, because all things are his.

For all things come fo pass on the day of decision, on the day
of judgement, at the word of God: and as all things were done
when he created the world and commanded all that is therein
and it was done—even so shall it be in the last days ; for all things
are possible with God. And therefore saith he in the seripture:?
Son of man, prophesy upon the several bones and say unto the
bones: bone unto bone in joints, sinew, nerves, flesh and skin
and hair thereon [and soul and spirit].

And soul and spirit shall the great Uriel give them at the

! Hermas, Vision, IIL 1.9, speaks of ‘those that have already been
well-é:lcasing unto God and have suffered for the Name’s sake’.

' Ezek. xxxvii.



APOCALYPSE OF PETER 513

commandment of God; for him hath God set over the rising
again of the dead at the day of judgement.

Behold and consider the corns of wheat that are sown in the
earth. As things dry and without soul do men sow them in the
earth: and they live agnin and bear fruit, and the earth restoreth
them as a pledge entrusted unto it.

[And this that dieth, that is sown as seed in the earth, and shall
become alive and be restored unto life, is man. Probably a gloss.]

How much more shall God raise up on the day of decision
them that believe in him and are chosen of him, for whose sake
he made?! the world? And all things shall the earth restore on
the day of decision, for it also shall be judged with thein, and
the heaven with it.?

And this shall come at the day of judgement upon them that
have fallen away from faith in God and that have committed
sin: Floods (cataracts) of fire shall be let loose; and darkness
and obscurity shall come up and clothe and veil the whole world ;
and the waters shall be changed and turned into coals of fire,
and all that is in them shall burn, and the sea shall become fire.
Under the heaven shall be a sharp fire that cannot be quenched,
and floweth to fulfil the judienient of wrath. And the stars
shall fly in pieces by flames of lire, as if they had not been created,
and the powers (firmaments) of the heaven shall pass away for
lack of water and shall be as though they had not been. tAnd
the lightnings of heaven shall be no more, and by their enchant-
ment they shall affright the worldt (probably: The heaven shall
turn to lightning and the lightnings thereof shall affright the
world). The spirits also of the dead bodies shall be like unto
them (the lightnings?) and shall become fire at the command-
ment of 3

And so soon as the whole ereation dissolveth, the men that are
in the east shall flee unto the west, ¢and they that are in the
west) unto the east; they that are in the south shall flee to
the north, and they that are in (the north unto) the south.
And in all places shall the wrath of a fearful lire overtake them;
and an unquenchable flame driving them shall bring them unto
the judgement of wrath, unto the stream of unquenchable fire
that floweth, flaming with fire, and when the waves thereof
part themselves one from another, burning, there shall be a great
gnashing of teeth among the children of men.

Then shall they all behold me coming upon an eternal cloud of
brightness: and the angels of God that are with me shall sit
(prob. And I shall sit) upon the throne of my glory at the right
hand of my heavenly Father; and he shall set a crown upon

! Sge the Third Epistle to the Corinthians (pp. 2080-1) for a dis-
quisition on the theme, most probably bascd on our passage.

2 Quoted by the heathen writer in Macarius Magnes: see above
among the fragments (p. 507).

870 Ll
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mine head. And when the nations behold it, they shall weep,
every nation apart. ’

Then shall he command them to enter into the river of fire
while the works of every one of them shall stand before them
(something 1is wanling) to every man according to his deeds.
As for the elect that have done good, they shall come unto
me and not see death by the devouring fire. But the unrighteous,
the sinners, and the hypocrites shall stand in the depths of
darkness that shall not pass away, and their chastisement is
the fire, and angels bring forward their sins and prepare for
them a place wherein they shall be punished for ever (every one
according to his transgression).

Uriel (Urael) the angel of God shall bring forth the souls of
those sinners (every one according to his transgression : perhaps
this clause should end the preceding paragraph : so Grébaut takes
it) who perished in the flood, and of all that dwelt in all idols,
in every molten image, in ever¥ (object of) love, and in c{)ictu:res,
and of those that dwelt on all hills and in stones and by the
wayside, whom men called gods: they shall burn them with
them (the objects in which they dwelt, or their worshippers?)
in everlasting fire ; and after that all of them with their dwelling-
places are destroyed, they shall be punished eternally.

(Here begins the description of torments which we have, in another
text, in the Akhmim fragment.)

Gr. 22. Then shall men and women come unto the place pre-
pared for them. By their tongues wherewith they have
blasphemed the way of righteousness shall they be
hanged up. There is spread under them unquenc])::able
fire, that they escape it not.

Gr. 23, Bcehold, another place: therein is a pit, great and
full (of .. ) In it are they that have denied righteous-
ness: and angels of punishment chastise them and there
do they kindle upon them the fire of their torment.

Gr. 24. And again behold [two: corrupt] women: they hang
them up by their neck and by their hair; they shall
cast them into the pit. These are they which plaited
their hair, not for good (o7, not to make them beautiful)
but to turn them to fornieation, that they might
ensnare the souls of men unto perdition, And the men
that lay with them in fornication shall be hung by
their loins in that place of fire; and they shall say one
to another: We knew not that we should come into
everlasting punishment.

Gr. 25, And the murderers and them that have made common
cause with them shall they cast into the fire, in a place
full of venomous beasts, and they shall be tormented
without rest, feeling their pains; and their worms
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shall be as many in number as a dark cloud. And the
angel Ezraél shall bring forth the souls of them that
have been slain, and they shall behold the torment of
them that slew them, and say one to another: Righteous-
ness and justice is the judgement of God. For we
heard, but we believed not, that we should come into
this place of eternal judgement,

And near by this flame shall be a pit, great and
very deep, and into it floweth from above all manner
of ttorment,T foulness, and issue. And women are
swallowed up therein up to their necks and tormented
‘with great pain, These are they that have caused their
children to be born untimely, and have corrupted the
work of God that created them. Over against them
shall be another place where sit their children [both]
alive, and they cry unto God. And flashes (lightnings)
go forth from those children and pierce the eyes of them
that for fornication's sake have caused their destruction.

Other men and women shall stand above them,
naked; and their children stand over against them in
a place of delight, and sigh and ery unto God because
of their parents, saying: These are they that have
despised and cursed and transgressed thy command-
ments and delivered us unto death: they have cursed
the angel that formed us, and have hanged us up, and
withheld from us (or, begrudged us) the light which
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Gr. 26.

Clem.,
Alex.

Metho-
dius.

thou hast given unto all creatures. And the milk of Clem,

their mothers flowing from their breasts shall congeal,
and from it shall come beasts devouring flesh, which
shall come forth and turn and torment them for ever
with their husbands, because they forsook the com-
mandments of God and slew their children. As for
their children, they shall be delivered unto the angel
Temlikos (i. e. a care-taking angel: see above, in the
Fragments). And they that slew them shall be tormented
eternally, for God willeth it so,

Ezraél the angel of wrath shall bring men and women,
the half of their bodies burning, and cast them into a
place of darkness, even the hell of men: and a spirit of
wrath shall chastise them with all manner of torment,
and a worm that sleepeth not shall devour their entrails:
and these arc the persecutors and betrayers of my
righteous ones.

And beside them that are there, shall be other men
and women, gnawing their tongues; and they shall
torment them with red-hot iron and burn their
eyes. These are they that slander and doubt of my
righteousness.

Alex,

Gr. 27,

Gr. 28.
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Other men and women whose works were done in
deceitfulness shall have their lips cut off; and fire
entereth into their mouth and their entrails. These are
the false witnesses (al. these are they that caused the
martyrs to die by their lying).

And beside them, in a place near at hand, fupon the
stone shall be a pillar of fire,t and the pillar is sharper
than swords. And there shall bz men and women clad
in rags and filthy garments, and they shall be cast
therecon, to suffer the judgement of a torment that
ceaseth not: these are they that trusted in their riches,
and despised the widows and the woman with fatherless
children . . . before God. _

And into another place hard by, full of filth, do they
east men and women up to the knees. These are they
that lent money and took usury.

And other men and women cast themselves down
from an high place and return again and run, and devils
drive them. [These are the worshippers of idols] tand
they put them to the end of their witst (drive them up
to the top of the height) and they cast themselves dawn.
And thus do they continually, and are tormented for
ever. These are they which have feutf their flesh as
[tapostlest] of a man: and the women that were with
them . . . and these are the men that defiled themselves
together as women. (This @s very corrupt : bul the sense
ts clear in the Greek.) :

And beside them (shall be a brazier?) . . . and beneath
them shall the angel Ezraél prepare a place of much
fire: and all the idols of gold and silver, all idols, the
work of men’s hands, and the semblances of images of
cats and lions, of creeping things and wild beasts, and
the men and women that have prepared the images
thereof, shall be in chains of fire and shall be chastised
because of their errar before the iduols, and this is their
judgement for ever. (In the Greek they beal each other
with rods of fire: and this is better.)

And beside them shall be other men and women, burning.
in the fire of the judgement, and their torment is ever-
lasting, These are they that have forsaken the command-
ment of God and followed the (persuasions ?) of devils..

(Parts of these two sections are in the Bodleian fragment. Al
this point the Akhmim fragment ends. Tlhe Ethiopic continues :)
And there shall be another place, very high (corrupt sentences

follow.

Duensing omits them : Grébaul renders doubtfully : There

shall be a furnace and a brazicr wherein shall burn fire. The fire
that shall burn shall come from one end of the brazier). The



APOCALYPSE OF PETER 517

men and women whose feet slip, shall go rolling down into a
lace where is fear. And again while the fire that is prepared
oweth, they mount up and fall down again and continue to roll

down. (This suggests a narrow bridge over a stream of fire which

they keep trying to cvoss.) Thus shall they be tormented for ever.

These are they that honoured not their father and mother and

of their own accord withheld (withdrew) themselves from them.

Therefore shall they be chastised eternally.

Furthermore the angel Ezraél shall bring children and maidens,
to show them those that are tormented. They shall be
chastised with pains, with hanging up (?) and with a multitude
of wounds which flesh-devouring birds shall inflict upon them.
These are they that boast themselves (trust) in their sins, and
obey not their parents and follow not the instruction of their
fathers, and honour not them that are more aged than they.

Beside them shall be girls clad in darkness for a garment,
and they shall be sore chastised and their flesh shall be torn in
pieces. These are they that kept not their virginity until they
were given in marriage, and with these torments si):all they be
punished, and shall feel them.

And again, other men and women, gnawing their tongues
without ceasing, and being tormented with everlasting fire.
These are the servants (slaves) which were not obedient unto
their masters; and Lhis then is their judgement for ever.

And hard by this place of torment shall be men and women
dumb and blind, whese raiment is white. They shall erowd one
upon another, and fall upon coals of unquenchable fire. These
are they that give alms and say: We are rightecous before God:
whereas they have not sought after righteousness.

Eazraél the angel of God tshall brine them forth out of this
fire and establish a judeement of decisiont. This then is their
judgement. A river of fire shall flow and all fjudsementy (they
that are judged) shall be drawn down into the middle of the river.
And Uriel shall et them there.

And there are wheels of fire, and men and women hung thereon
by the strength of the whirling thereof. tAnd they that are in
the pit shall burnt: now these are the sorcerers and sorceresses.
tThose wheels shall be in all decision (judgement, punishment)
by fire without numberf.

Thereafter shall the angels bring mine elect and righteous
which are perfect in all uprightness, and bear them in their
hands, and clothe them with the raiment of the life that is above.
They shall see their desire on them that hated them, when he
punisheth them, and the torment of every one shall be for ever
according to his works. :

And all they that are in torment shall say with one voice:
Have merey upon us, for now know we the judgement of God,
which he declared unto us aforetime, and we believed not. And
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the angel Tatirdkos (Tartaruchus, keeper of hell : a word corre-
sponding in formation to Temeluchus) shall come and chastise
them with yet greater torment, and say unto them: Now do ye
repent, when it is no longer the time for repentance, and nought
of life remaineth. And they shall say: Righteous is the judge-
ment of God, for we have heard and perceived that his judgement
is good; for we are recompensed according to our deeds.

Then will I give unto mine elect and righteous the washing
(baptism) and the salvation for which they have besought me,
in the field of Akrosja (Acherousia, a lake in other wrilings, e. g.
Apocalypse of Moses—iwhere the soul of Adam is washed in it:
see also Paul 22, 23) which is called Anéslasleja (Elysium).
They shall adorn with flowers the portion of the righteous, and
X shall go . . . 1 shall rejoice with them. [ will cause the peoples
to enter in to mine everlasting kingdom, and show them that
eternal thing (life 7) whereon I have made them to set their hope,
even I and my Father which is in heaven.

I have spoken this unto thee, Peter, and declared it unto thee.
Go forth therefore and go unto the land (or eity) of the west.
&Il)uefwing omits the nexl sentences as uniﬂtel!iﬁible ; Grébaut and

. McLean rvender thus: and enter into the vinevard which
1 shall tell thee of, in order that by the sickness (sufferings) of
the Son who is without sin the deeds of corruption may be
sanctified. As for thee, thou art chosen aceording to the promise
which I have given thee. Spread thou therefore my gospel
throughout all the world in peace. Verily men shall rejoice:
my words shall be the source of hope and of life, and suddenly
shall the world be ravished.)

(We now have the section descriptive of paradise, which in the
Alhmim text precedes that about hell.)

Gr. 4. And my Lord Jesus Christ our king said unto me:
Let us go unto the holy mountain. And his disciples
Gr. 6. went with him, praying. And behold there were two
Gr.7. men there, and we could not look upon their faces, for
a light came from them, shining more than the sun,
and their raiment also was shining, and cannot be
described, and nothing is sulficient to be compared
unto them in this world. And the sweetness of them
. . . that no mouth is able to utter the beauty of their
appearance (or, the mouth hath not sweetness to express,
&e.), for their aspect was astonishing and wonderful.
tAnd the other, great, I sayt (probably: and,in a word,
I cannot describe it), shineth in his (sic) aspect above
Gr.8,9. erystal. Like the flower of roses is the appearance of the
colour of his aspect and of his body . . . his head (al
Gr. 10, their head was a marvel). And upon his (their) shoulders
(evidently something about their hair has dropped oul)
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and on their foreheads was a crown of nard woven of

fair flowers. As the rainbow in the water,! so was

their hair. And such was the eomeliness of their counten-

ance, adorned with all manner of ornament. And when Gr. 11.
we saw them on a sudden, we marvelled. And I drew Gr. 12.
near unto the Lord (God) Jesus Christ and said unto

him: O my Lord, who are these? And he said unto Gr. 13,
me: They are Moses and Elias. And I said unto him: Gr. 14.
{Where then are) Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and

the rest of the righteous fathers? And he showed us Gr. 15,
a great garden, open, full of fair trees and blessed fruits,

and of the odour of perfumes. The fragrance thereof Gr. 186.
was pleasant and ecame even unto us. And thereof

(al. of that tree) . . .saw I much fruit. And my Lord (Gr. 20),
and God Jesus Christ said unto me: Hast thou scen

the companies of the fathers?

As is their rest,® such also is the honour and the glory of them
that are persecuted for my righteousness’ sake. And I rejoiced
and believed [and believed] and understood that which is written
in the book of my Lord Jesus Christ. And I said unto him:
O my Lord, wilt thou that I make here three tabernacles, one
for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias? And he said
unto me in wrath: Satan maketh war against thee, and hath
veiled thine understanding; and the good things of this world
prevail against thee. Thine eyes therefore must be opened and
thine ears unstopped that <(thou mayest see 7) 3 a tabernacle,
not made with men’s hands, which my heavenly TFather hath
made for me and for the elect. And we beheld if and were full
of gladness.

And behold, suddenly there came a voice from heaven, saying:
This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased: <¢he hath
kept) my commandments. And then came a great and exceeding
white cloud over our heads and bare away our Lord and Moses
and Elias. And I trembled and was afraid: and we looked up;
and the heaven opened and we beheld men in the flesh, and they
came and greeted our Lord and Moses and Elias and went into
another heaven. And the word of the seripture was fulfilled:
This is the generation that seeketh him and seeketh the face of the
God of Jacob. And great fear and commotion was there in heaven,
and the angels pressed one upon another that the word of the
scripture might be fulfilled which saith: Open the gates, ye princes.

Thereafter was the heaven shut, that had been open.

And we prayed and went down from the mountain, glorifying
God, which hath written the names of the righteous in heaven
in the book of life.

* Probably : in the time of rain. From the LXX of Ezek. i. 28.

: Here Eth. inserts the clause, ‘And I rejoiced’, &e., rightly removed
to the next sentence by Duensing. * Or, There is but one tabernacle.
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There is a great deal more of the Ethiopic text, but it is very
evidently of later date; the next words are:

‘Peter opened his mouth and said to me: Hearken, my son
Clement; God created all things for his glory,” and this proposition
is dwelt upon. The glory of those who duly praise God is
described in terms borrowed from the Apocalypse: ‘The Son at
his coming will raise the dead . . . and will make my righteous
ones shine seven times more than the sun, and will make their
crowns shine like erystal and like the rainbow in the time of raim,
(erowns) which are perfumed with nard and cannot be contemplated,
(adorned) with rubies, with the colour of emeralds shining
brightly, with topazes, gems, and yellow pearls that shine like
the stars of heaven, and like the rays of the sun, sparkling,
which eannot be gazed upon.” Again, of the angels: *Their faces
shine more than the sun; their crowns are as the rainbow in the
time of rain. (They are perfumed) with nard. Their eyes shine
like the morning star. The beauly of their appearance cannot be
eapressed. . . . Their raiment is not woven, but white as that of
the fuller, according as I saw on the mountain where Moses and
Elias were. Our Lord showed at the transfizuration the apparel
of the last days, of the day of resurrection, unto Peter, James
and John the sons of Zebedee, and a bright cloud overshadowed
us, and we heard the voice of the Father saying unto us: This
is my Son whom I love and in whom I am well pleased: hear him.
And being afraid we forgat all the things of this life and of the
flesh, and knew not what we said because of the greatness of the
wonder of that day, and of the mountain whereon he showed us
the second coming in the kingdom that passeth not away.’

Next: ‘The Father hath committed all judgement unto the
Son.” The destiny of sinners—their eterral doom—is more than
Peter can endure: he appeals to Christ to have pity on them.

And my Lord answered me and said to me: ‘Hast thou under-
stood that which I said unto thee before? It is permitted unto
thee to know that concerning which thou askest: but thou
must not tell that which thou hearest unto the sinners lest the
transgress the more, and sin.” Peter weeps many hours, and is
at last consoled by an answer which, though exceedingly diffuse
and vague, does seem to promise ultimate pardon for all: ‘My
Father will give unto them all the life, the glory, and the kingdom
that passeth not away,” . . . ‘It is because of them that have
believed in me that T am come. It is also because of them that
have believed in me, that, at their word, I shall have pity on men.’
The doctrine that sinners will be saved at last by the prayers of
the righteous is, rather obscurely, enunciated in the Second Book
of the Sibylline Oracles (a paraphrase, in this part, of the
Apocalypse), and in the (Coptic) Apoealygse of Elias (see post).

Ultimately Peter orders Clement to hide this revelation in
a box, that foolish men may not see it.
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The passage in the Second Book of the Sibylline Oracles which seems
to point to the ultimate salvation of all sinners will be found in the last
lines of the translation given below.

. The passage in the Coptic Apocalypse of Elias is guarded and obscure
in expression, but significant. It begins with a sentence which has
a parallel in Peter.

The righteous will behold the sinners in their punishment, and
those who have persecuted them and delivered them up. Then
will the sinners on their part behold the place of the righteous
and be partakers of grace. In that day will that for which the
(righteous) shall often pray, be granted to them.

That is, as I take it, the salvation of sinners will be granted at the
prayer of the righteous,

Compare also the Epistle of the Apostles, 40: ‘the righteous
are sorry for the sinners, and pray for them. . . . And I will
lﬁark?n unto the prayer of the righteous which they make for
them.

I would add that the author of the Acts of Paul, who (in the Third
Epistle to the Corinthiuns and clsewhere) betrays a knowledge of the
Apocalypse of Peter, makes Fuleonilla, the deceased daughter of
Tryphaena, speak of Theela’s praving for her that she may be translated
into the ploce of the righteous (Thecla episode, 28),

My impression is that the maker of the Ethiopic version (or of its
Arabie parent, or of another ancestor) has designedly omitted or
slurred over some clauses in the passage beginning: ‘Then will I give
unto mine elect’, and that in his very diffuse and obseure appendix Lo
the Apocalypse, he has tried to break the dangerous doctrine of the
ultimate salvation of sinners gently to his readers. But when the
Arabic version of the Apocalypse is before us in the promised edition
of MM. Griveau and Grébaut, we shall have better means of deciding.

BE
APPENDIX
SECOND BOOK OF THE SIBYLLINE ORACLES, 190-338

Tt scems worth while te append here a translation of that portion of
the Second Book which is most evidently taken from the Apdealypse
of Peter. It may be remarked that Books 1 and II of the oracles really
form bul one composition, which is Christian and may be assigned to
some time not early in the second century, or to the third, Many
lines are borrowed from the older books, especially IT1 and VIII.

After saying (1. 187) that Elias will descend on earth and do
three great signs, it proceeds:

190  Woe unto all them that are found great with child in that
day, and to them that give suck to infant children, and to
them that dwell by the sea (the waves). Woe to them that
shall behold that day. For a dark mist shall cover the
boundless world, of the east and west, the south and north
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And then shall a great river of flaming fire flow from heaven
and consume all places, the earth and the great ocean and
the grey sea, lakes and rivers and fountains, and merciless
Hades and the pole of heaven: but the lights of heaven shall
melt together in one and into a void (desolate) shape (7).
For the stars shall all fall from bheaven into the sea (7), and
all souls of men shall gnash their teeth as they burn in the
river of brimstone and the rush of the fire in the blaminﬁ
plain, and ashes shall cover all things. And then shall a
the elements of the world be laid waste, air, earth, sea, light,

oles, days and nights, and no more shall the multitudes of

irds fly in the air nor swimming creatures any more swim
the sea; no ship shall sail with its cargo over the waves;
no straight-going oxen shall plough the tilled land; there
shall be no more sound of swift winds, but he shall fuse
all things together into one, and purge them clean.

Now when the immortal angels of the undying God,
Barakiel, Ramiel, Uriel, Samiel, and Azael,'! knowing all the
evil deeds that any hath wrought aforetime—then out of the
misty darkness they shall bring all the souls of men to
judgement, unto the seat of God the immortal, the great.
For he only is incorruptible, himself the Almighty, who shall
be the judge of mortal men. And then unto them of the
underworld shall the heavenly one give their souls and spirit
and speech; and their bones joined together, with all the
joints, and the flesh and sinews and veins, and skin also over
the flesh, and hair as before, and the bodies of the dwellers
upon earth shall be moved and arise in one day, joined
together in immortal fashion and breathing.

Then shall the great angel Uriel break the monstrous bars
framed of unyielding and unbroken adamant, of the brazen
gates of Hades, and cast them down straightway, and bring
forth to judgement all the sorrowful forms, yea, of the
ghosts of the ancient Titans, and of the giants, and all whom
the flood overtook. And all whom the wave of the sea hath
destroyed in the waters, and all whom beasts and creeping
things and fowls have feasted on: all these shall he bring
to the judgement seat; and again those whom flesh-devouring
fire hath consumed in the flames, them also shall he gather
and set before God's seat.

And when he shall overcome Fate and raise the dead, then
shall Adonai Sabaoth the high thunderer sit on his heavenly
throne, and set up the great pillar, and Christ himself, the
undying unto the und)finzl:g, shall come in the clouds in glory
with the pure angels, shall sit on the seat on the right
of the Great One, judging the life of the godly and the walk
of ungodly men.

! These names are from Enoch.
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And Moses also the t, the friend of the Most High,
shall come, clad in flesh, and the great Abraham himself
shall come, and Isaac and Jacob, Jesus, Daniel, Elias,
Ambacum (Habakkuk), and Jonas, and they whom the
Hebrews slew: and all the Hebrews that were with (after ?)
Jeremias shall be judged at the judgement seat, and he shall

- destroy them, that they may receive s due reward and

expiate all that they did in their mortal life.

And then shall all men ]fass through a blazing river and
unquenchable flame, and the righteous shall be saved whole,
all of them, but the ungodly shall perish therein unto all
ages, even as many as wrought evil aforetime, and com-
mitted murders, and all that were privy thereto, liars,
thieves, deceivers, cruel destroyvers of houses, gluttons,
marriers by stealth, shedders of evil rumours, sorely insolent,
lawless, idolaters: and all that forsook the great immortal
God and beeame blasphemers and harmers of the godly,
breakers of faith and destroyers of rightepus men. And all
that look with guileful and shameless double faces—reverend
priests and deacons—!'and judge unjustly, dealing per-
versely, obeying false rumours . . . more deadly than leopards
and wolves, and very evil: and all that are high-minded,
and usurers that heap up in their houses usury out of usury
and injure orphans and widows continually: and they that
give alms of unjust gain unto widows and orphans, and they
that when they give alms of their own toil, reproach them;
and they that have forsaken their parents in their old age and
not repaid them at all, nor recompensed them for their
nurture; yea, and they that have disobeyed and spoken
hard words against their parents: they also that have
received pledges and denied them, and servants that have
turned against their masters; and again they which have
defiled their flesh in lasciviousness, and have loosed the
girdle of virginity in secret union, and they that make the
child in the womb misearry, and that cast out their offspring
against right: sorcerers also and sorceresses with these shall
the wrath of the heavenly and immortal God bring near unto
the pillar, all round about which the untiring river of fire
shall flow. And all of them shall the undying angels of the
immortal everlasting God chastise terribly with flaming
scourges, and shall bind them fast from above in fiery chains,
bonds unbreakable. And then shall they cast them down in
the darkness of night into Gehenna among the beasts of hell,
many and frightful, where is darkness without measure.

And when they have dealt out many tormenis unto all
whose heart was evil, thereafter out of the great river shall
a wheel of fire encompass them, because they devised wicked

! Something is lost or corrupt here.
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works. And then shall they lament apart every one from
another in miserable fate, fathers and infant children, mothers
and sucklings weeping, nor shall they be sated with tears,

800 nor shall the voice of them that mourn piteously apart be
heard (?); but far under dark and squalid Tartarus shall
they cry in torment, and in no holy place shall they abide
and expiate threefold every evil deed that they have done,
burning in a great flame; and shall gnash their teeth, all of
them worn out with fierce thirst and hunger (al. force,
violence), and shall call death lovely and it shall flee from
them: for no more shall death nor night give them rest,
and oft-times shall they beseech in vain the Almighty God,

810 and then shall he openly turn away his face from them.
For he hath granted the limit of seven ages for repentance
unto men that err, by the hand of a pure virgin,

But the residue which have ecared for justice and good
deeds, yea, and godliness and righteous thoughts, shall angels
bear up and carry through the flaming river unto light, and
life without care, where is the immortal path of the great
God; and three fountains, of wine and honey and milk.
And the earth, common to all, not parted out with walls or

820 fences, shall then bring forth of her own accord much fruit,
and life and wealth shall be common and undistributed.
For there shall be no poor man, nor rich, nor tyrant, nor
slave, none great nor small any longer, no kings, no princes;
but all men shall be together in common. And no more
shall any man say ‘night is come’, nor ‘the morrow’,
nor ‘it was yesterday’. He maketh no more of days, nor of
spring, nor winter, nor summer, nor autumn, neither mar-
riage, nor death, nor selling, nor buying, nor set of sun, nor
rising. For God shall make one long day.

830  And unto them, the godly, shall the almighty and immortal
God grant another boon, when they shall ask it of him. He
shall grant them to save men out of the fierce fire and the
eternal gnashing of teeth : and this will he do, for he will gather
them again out of the everlasting flame and remove them
clsewhither, sending them for the sake of his people unto
another life eternal and immortal, in the Elysian plain
where are the l'o:g waves of the Acherusian lake exhaustless

338 and deep bosomed.

Some artless iambic lines of uncertain date are appended here,
which show what was thought of the doetrine :

‘ Plainly false: for the fire will never cease to torment the damned.
I indecd could pray that it might be so, who am branded with
the deepest scars of transgressions which stand in need of utmost
merey. Butlet Origen be ashamed of his lying words, whosaith
that there is a term set to the torments.'
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APOCALYPSE OF PAUL

Epiphanius tells us that the Caianites or Cainites had forged a Look
full of unspeakable matter in the name of Paul, which was also used
by those who arce called Gnostics, which they call the Anabaticon of
Paul, basing it on the words of the apostle—that he was taken up into
the third heaven. This has left no trace (Heresy, 38. 2). ;

St. Augustine laughs at the folly of some who had forged an Apocalypse
of Paul, full of fables, and pretending to contain the unutterable things
which the apostle had heard, This is, I doubt nct, our book. (Aug.
on Joln, Tract 98.) Sozomen, in his Ecclesiastical History (vii, 10),
says: The book now circulated as the Apoealypse of Paul the apostle,
which none of the ancients ever saw, is commended by most monks ;
but some contend that this book was found in the reizn we write of
(of Theodosius). For they say that by a Divine manifestation there
wag found nnderground at Tarsus of Cilicia, in Paul’s liouse, a marble
chest, and that in it was this book. However, when 1 inguired about
this, a Cilician, a priest of the church of Tarsus, told me it was a lie,
He was a4 man whose grey hairs showed him to be of considerable age,
and he said that no such thing had happened in their city, and that he
;rondiergd whether the tale (or, the book) had not been made up by

eretics.

Sozomen’s story is that which appears in our book; and we need
not doubt that this Apocalypse made its appearance in the last years
of the fourth eentury.

It is condemned in the Gelasian Decree, and is mentioned with
dis’lggproval by various late church writers,

‘Though not an early book, it is made up very largely of early matter;
and it had an immense vogue, especially in the West. Greck copies
of it are rare, and the texts they contain are disfigured by many
omissions. Of the Eastern versions—Syriae, Coptic, Ethiopic—the
Syriac is the best. But possibly the full Latin version is superior to
all other authorities. There are several abridged Latin texts, and
from these were made the many versions which were current in almost
every European language.

In an early canto of the Inferno (ii. 28) Dante mentions the visit of
the ‘Chosen Vessel® to Hell *—an undoubted allusion to the Apocalypse.
And both in the Divine Comedy and in the hundreds of earlier mediaeval
visions of the next world the influence of this Look is perceptible,
sometimes faintly, often very plainly indeed.

The reader will soon see for himself that Paul is a direct descendant
of Peter, especially in his deseription of Hell-torments.* He wx_lI also
see that the book is very badly put together; and that whole episodes,

* “*Andovvi poi lo Vas d’elezione,’ &e. _

2 1 have not marked the parallels with Peter: the reader cannot
miss them; but I have adduced pass from Elias and Zephaniah
which seem to be the sources of several episodes in Paul. Our texts
of Elias and Zephaniah are not good; we have them only in Coptie,
edited by Steindorff. Note, by the way, that what I (and most others)
call Zephaniah, Steindorff too cautiously calls an ‘anonymous

Apocalypse’,
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e.g. the visit to Paradise, are repeated. This means that the author is
combining different sources in a very unintelligent way. .

In the Greek, Latin, and Sgriae the book is incomplete: it ends
abruptly in a speech of Elijah. The Coptic version—only repe_nt:‘l}r
Eublished—-has. a long continuation; part of this is, I think, original,

ut it tails off into matter which cannot be. This conclusion has
even a third visit to Paradise! 1 give some particulars of it later.

The plan of the book is briefly this:

1, 2. Discovery of the revelation.
3-6. Appeal of creation to God inst man,

7-10. The report of the angels to God about men.

11-18. Deaths and judgements of the righteous and the wicked.

19-30. First vision of Paradise.

31-44. Hell. Paul obtains rest on Sunday for the lost.

45-51. Second vision of Paradise.

The full Latin version is the basis of my translation: the Greek,
Syriac, and Coptic are used where the Latin is corrupt.

Here beginneth the Vision of Saint Paul the Apostle.

But I will come to visions and revelations of the Lord. I knew
a man in Christ fourteen years ago, whether in the body I know not,
or whether out of the body I know not—God knoweth—that such an
one was caught up unto the third heaven : and I knecwo such a man,
whether in the body or out of the body I know not—God knoweth—
that he was caught up into paradise and heard secret words which
it is not lawful for men to utler. For such an one will I boast, but
for myself I will boast nothing, save of mine infirmities.

1 At what time was it made manifesi?* In the consulate o
Theodosius Augustus the younger and Cynegius, a certain honourable
man then dwelling at Tarsus, in the house which had been the house
of Saint Paul, an angel appeared unto him by night and gave him
a revelation, saying that he should break up the foundation of the
house and publish that which he found ; but he thought this to be
a lying vision. 2 Bul a third time the angel came, and scourged
him and compelled him to break up the foundation. And he S
and found a box of marble inscribed upon the sides : therein was the
revelation of Saint Paul, and his shoes wherein he walked when he
taught the word of God. Bul he feared to open that box, and brought
it to the judge; and the z ige took il, sealed as it was with lead, and
sent it to the emperor T sius, fearing that it might be somewhat
sirange ; and the emperor when he received it, opened it and found
the revelation of Saint Paul. A copy thereof he sent to Jerusalem
and the original he kept with him. (Gr. reverses this: he kept the
copy and senl away the original. 1t adds: And there was wrilten
therein as followeth.)

3 Now while I was in the body, wherein I was caught up unto
the third heaven, the word of the Lord came unto me, saying:
Speak unto this people: How long will ye transgress, and ﬁﬂ

' Syr. puts the story of the discovery st the end of the book.
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sin upon sin, and tempt the Lord that made you?! Saying that
e are Abraham’s children but doing the works of Satan (soGr. ;

t. Ye are the sons of God, doing the work of the devil{; walking
in the confidence of God, boasting in your name only, but being
poor because of the matter of sin. Remember therefore and know
that the whole creation is subject unto God, but mankind onl
sinneth. It hath dominion over the whole creation, and sinnet
more than the whole of nature. 4 For oftentimes hath the sun,
the great light, appealed unto the Lord, saying: O Lord God
Almighty, I look forth upon the ungodliness and unrighteousness
of men. Suffer me, ang I will do unto them acoorging to my
power, that they may know that thou art God alone. And there
came a voice unto it, saying: All these things do I know, for
mine eye seeth and mine ear heareth, but my long-suffering
beareth with them until they turn and repent. But if they
return not unto me, I will judge them all. 5 And sometimes the
moon and the stars have appealed unto the Lord, saying: O Lord
God Almighty, unto us hast thou given rule over the night; how
long shall we look upon the ungodliness and fornications and
murders which the children of men commit? suffer us to do
unto them according unto our powers, that they may know that
thou art God alone. And there came a voice nnto them, saying:
I know all these things, and mine eye looketh upon them and
mine ear heareth, but my long-suffering beareth with them until
they turn and repent. But if they return not unto me, I will
judge them. 6 Oftentimes also the sea hath cried out, saying:
O Lord God Almighty, men have polluted thine holy name in
me: suffer me and I will arise and cover every wood and tree
and all the world, till I blot out all the children of men from
before thy face, that they may know that thou art God alone.
And again a voice came, saying: I know all, for mine eye seeth
all things, and mine ear hearcth, but mE Ion%-suﬂ'ering beareth
with them until they turn and repent. But if they return not,
I will judge them,

Sometimes also the waters have appealed against the children
of men, saying: O Lord God Almighty, the children of men have
all defiled thine holy name. And there came a voice, saying:
I know all things before they come to pass, for mine eye seeth
and mine ear heareth all things: but my long-suffering beareth
with them until they turn. And if not, I will judee. Often also
hath the earth cried out unto the Lord against the children of
men, saying: O Lord God Almighty, I suffer hurt more than all

t The Apocalypse of Elias is probably the source here. It begins:
The word of the Lord came unto me: Son of Man, say unto this
people: Wherefore do ye heap sin upon sin and provoke God the
Lord that made you? Love not the world, &c. . .. After a few lines:
For oftentimes hath the devil desired that the sun should not rise
wupon the earth, &e.
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thy ereation, bearing the fornications, adulteries, murders, thefts,
forswearings, sorceries, and witcherafts of men, and all the evils
that they do, so that the father riseth up against the son, and the
son against the father, the stranger against the stranger, every
one to defile his neighbour’s wife. The father goeth up upon his
son’s bed, and the son likewise goeth up upon the couch of his
father; and with all these evils have they that offer a sacrifice
unto thy name polluted thine holy place. Therefore do I suffer
hurt more than the whole ereation, and I would not yield mine
excellence and my fruits unto the children of men. Suffer me
and I will destroy the excellence of my fruits. And there came
a voice and said: I know all things, and there is none that can
hide himself from his sin. And their ungodliness do 1 know;
but my holiness suffereth them until they turn and repent. But
if they return not unto me, I will judge them. 7 Behold then
ye children of men. The creature is subject unto God; but
mankind alone sinneth,

Therefore, ye children of men, bless ye the Lord God without
ceasing at all hours and on all days; but especially when the sun
setteth. For in that hour do all the angels go unto the Lord to
worship him and to present the deeds of men which every man
doeth from morning until evening, whetler they be good or evil.
And there is an angel that goeth forth rejoicing from the man
in whom he dwelleth ¢and another goeth with a sad counte-
nance, Gr.>.

‘When therefore the sun is set, at the first hour of the night, in
the same hour goeth the angel of every people and of every man
and woman, which lp'rutect and keep them, because man is the
image of God: and likewise at the hour of morning, whicli is the
twelfth hour of the night, do all the angels of men and women go
to meet God and present all the wor%( which every man hath
wrought, whether good or evil. And every day and night do the
angels present unto God the account of all the deeds of mankind.
Unto you, therefore, T say, O children of men, bless ye the Lord
God without ceasing all the days of your life.

8 At the hour appointed, therefore, all the angels, every one
rejoicing, come forth before God together to meet him and
worship him at the hour that is set ; fand lo,suddenly at the set
time there was a meeting,f and the angels came to worship in
the presence of God, and the spirit came forth to meet tliem, and
there was a voice, saying: Whence come ye, our angels, bringing
burdens of news? 9 They answered and said: We are come
from them that have renounced the world for thy holy name’s
sake, wandering as strangers and in the caves of the rocks, and
weeping every hour that they dwell on the earth, and hungering
and thirsting for thy name’s sake; with their loins girt, holding
in their hands the incense of their heart, and praying and bless-
ing at every hour, suffering anguish and subduing themselves,



APOCALYPSE OF PAUL 529

weec;':ing and lamenting more than all that dwell on the earth.
And we that are their angels do mourn with them; whither
therefore it pleaseth thee, command us to go and minister flest
they do otherwise, but the poort more than all that dwell on the
earth. (The sense required as shown by Gr. is that the angels
ask that these good men may continue in goodness.) And the
voice of God came unto them, sayving: Know ye that from hence-
forth my grace shall be established with you, and mine help,
which is my dearly beloved Son, shall be with them, ruling them
at all times; and he shall minister unto them and never forsake
them, for their place is his habitation. 10 When, then, these
angels departed, lo, there came other angels to worship in the
presence of the majesty, to meet therewith, and they were
weeping. And the spirit of God went forth to meet them, and
the voice of God came, saying: Whence are ye come, our angels,
bearing burdens, ministers of the news of the world? They
answered and said in the presence of God: We are come from
them which have called upon thy name; and the snares of the
world have made them wretched, devising many excuses at all
times, and not making so much as one pure praver out of their
whole heart all the time of their life. Wherefore then must we be
with men that are sinners ? And the voice of God came unto them:
Ye must minister unto them until they turn and repent; but
if they return not unto me, I will judge them.

Know therefore, O children of men, that whatsoever is wrought
by you, the angels tell it unto God, whether it be good or evil.

11 [Syr. Again, after these things, I saw one of the spiritual
ones coming unto me, and he caught me up in the spirit, and
carried me to the third heaven.]

And the angel answered and said unto me: I'0llow me, and I
will shaw thee the place of the righteous where they are taken
when they are dead. And thereafter will I take thee to the bottom-
less pit and show thee the souls of the sinners, into what manner
of place they are taken when they are dead.

And I went after the angel, and he took me into heaven, and
I looked upon the Armament, and saw there the powers; and
there was forgetfulness which deceiveth and draweth unto itself
the hearts of men, and the spirit of slander and the spirit of
fornication and the spirit of wrath and the spirit of insolence,
and there were the princes of wickedness. These things saw
I beneath the firmament of the heaven.

And again I looked and saw angels without mercy, having no

ity, whose countenances were full of fury, and their teeth stick-
ing forth out of their mouth: their eyes shone like the morning
star of the east, and out of the hairs of their head and out of their
mouth went forth sparks of fire. And I asked the angel, saying:
Who are these, Lord? And the angel answered and said unto
me: These are they which are appointed unto the souls of sinners

870 M m
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in the hour of necessity, even of them that have not believed that
they had the Lord for their helper and have not trusted in him.*

12 And I looked into the height and beheld other angels whose
faces shone like the sun, and their loins were girt with golden
girdles, holding palms in their hands, and the sign of God, clad in
raiment whereon was written the name of the Son of God, full of
all gentleness and mercy. And I asked the angel and said: Who
are these, Lord, that are of so great beauty and compassion?
And the angel answered and said unto me: These are the angels
of righteousness that are sent to bring the souls of the righteous
in the hour of necessity, even them that have believed that they
had the Lord for their helper. And I said unto him: Do the
rizhteous and the sinners of necessity meet [witnesses] when they
are dead ? * And the angel answered and said unto me: The way
whereby all pass unto God is one: but the righteous having an
holy helper with them are not troubled when they go to appear
in the presence of God. _

13 And I said unto the angel: T would see the souls of the
richteous and of the sinners as they depart out of the world.
And the angel answered and said unto me: Look down upon the
earth. And I looked down from heaven upon the earth and
beheld the whole world, and it was as nothing in my sight; and
I saw the children of men as though they were nought, and
failing utterly;® and I marvelled, and said unto the angel: Is
this the greatness of men? And the angel answered and said
unto me: This it is, and these are they that do hurt from mornin,
until evening. And I looked, and saw a t cloud of fire spreag
over the whole world, and said unto the angel: What is this,
Lord? And he said to me: This is the unrighteousness that is
mingled {by the princes of sinners{ (Gr. mingled with the
destruction of sinners; Syr. mingled with the prayers of the
sons of men).

' Apocalypse of haniah (Steindorff’s ‘anonymous Apoealypse’):
1 wen;t, w-it‘l;p:he. anzﬁ of the{Lord and looked before mg andyﬁw){a
place through which passed thousand thousands and myriads of
myriads of angels, whose faces were as of panthers, and their teeth
stuck forth out of their mouth, and their eyes were bloodshot, and their
hair loose like wornen'’s hair, and burning scourges were in their hands.
(I feared and asked: Whoare these? Theangel answered :) These are
the ministers of the whole creation, which come unto the souls of the
ungodly and take them and lay them down here: they fly three days
with them in the air before they take them and cast them into their
everlasting torment.

* Probably the sense was: Must the righteous meet the sinners, or
their dreadful an%e]s?

* Apocalypse of Zephaniah: I saw the whole earth . . . beneath,
l(x;ke ar drop of water '(upm; ahbucket) that cometh up out of the well.

ur fragmentary text of the ocal; apparent! ins with
a description of tyhe death of a righf&ousg“;;. £ -
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14 AndIwhen I heard that sighed and wept, and said unto the
angel: I would wait for the souls of the righteous and of the
sinners, and see in what fashion they depart out of the body.
And the angel answered and said unto me: Look again upon the
earth. And I looked and saw the whole world: an§ men were as
nought, and failing utterly ; and I looked and saw a certain man
about to die; and the angel said to me: He whom thou seest is
righteous. And again I Tooked and saw all his works that he
had done for the name of God, and all his desires which he remem-
bered and which he remembered not, all of them stood before
his face in the hour of necessity. And I saw that the righteous
man had grown dn righteousness, and found rest and confidence:
and before he departed out of the world there stood by him holy
angels, and also evil ones: and I saw them all; but the evil ones
found no abode in him, but the holy ones had power over his
soul and ruled it until it went out of the body. And they stirred
up the soul, saying: O soul, take knowledge of thy body whence
thou art come out; for thou must needs return into the same
body at the day of resurrection, to receive that which is promised
unto all the righteous. They received therefore the soul out of
the body, and straightway kissed it as one daily known of them,
saying unto it: Be of good courage, for thou hast done the will
of God while thou abodest on the earth. And there came tomeet
it the angel that watched it day by day, and he said unto it:
Be of good courage, O soul: for I rejoice in thee beecause thou
hast done the will of God on the earth; for I told unto God all
thy works, how they stood. Likewise also the spirit came forth
to meet it and said: O soul, fear not, neither be troubled, until
thou come unto a place which thou never knewest; but T will
be thine helper, for I have found in thee a place of relreshment
in the time when I dwelt in thee, when I was (thou wast?) on the
earth. And the spirit [thereof] strenglhened it, and the angel
thereof took it up and carried it into the heaven. fjAnd the
angel saidf (Syr. And there went out to meet it wicked powers,
those that are under heaven. And there reached it the spirit of
error, and said): Whither runnest thou, O soul, and presumest to
enter heaven? stay and let us see if thiere be aught of ours in
thee. And lo! we have found nothing in thee. I behold also
the help of God, and thine angel; and the spirit rejoiceth with
thee because thou didst the will of God upon earth. (Syr. has
maore here. There is a conflict between the good and evil angels.
The spirit of error first laments. Then the spirit of the tempter
and of fornication meet it and it escapes, and they lament.
All the principalities and evil spirits come to mect it and find
nothing, and gnash their teeth. The guardian angel bids them

o back, ‘Ye tempted this soul and it would not listen to you’.
gind the voice of many angels is heard rejoicing over the soul.
Probably this is original matter.) And they brought it until it
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did worship in the presence of God. And when they (it?) had
ceased, forthwith Michael and all the host of the angels fell and
worshipped the footstool of his feet and his gates, and said together
unto the soul: This is the God of all, which made thee in his
image and likeness. And the an;;lel returned and declared, saying:
Lord, remember his works; for this is the soul whereof I did report
the works unto thee, Lord, doing according to thy judgement.
And likewise the spirit said: I am the spirit of quickening that
breathed upon it; for I had refreshment in it in the time when
I dwelt therein, doing according to thy iudgement. And the
voice of God came, saying: Like as this soul hath not grieved me,
neither will I grieve it, for like as it hath had mercy, I also will
have mercy. Let it be delivered therefore unto Michael the
angel of the covenant, and let him lead it into the paradise of
rejoicing that it become fellow-heir with all the saints. And
thereafter I heard the voices of thousands of thousands of angels
and archangels and the cherubim and the four-and-twenty elders
uttering hymns and glorifying the Lord and crying: Righteous
art thou, O Lord, and just are thy judgements, and there is no
respect of persons with thee, but thou rewardest every man
according to thy judgement. And the angel answered and said
unto me: Hast thou believed and known that whatsoever every
one of you hath done, he beholdeth it at the hour of his necessity ?
And I said: Yea, Lord.

15 And he said unto me: Look down again upon the earth
and wait for the soul of a wicked man going forth of the body,
one that hath provoked the Lord day and night, saying: I know
nought else in this world, I will eat and drink and enjoy the things
that are in the world. For who is he that hath Eone down into
hell and come up and told us that there is a judgement there ?
And again I looked and saw all the despising of the sinner, and all
that he did, and they stood together before him in the hour of
necessity: and it came to pass in that hour when he was led out
of his body to the judgement, that he [MS. I) said: It were
better for me (MS. him) that I (he) had not been born. And after
that the holy angels and the evil and the soul of the sinner came
together, and the holy angels found no place in it. But the evil
angels threatened (had power over) it, and when they brought it
forth out of the body, the angels admonished it thrice, saying:
O wretched soul, look upon thy flesh whence thou art come out;
for thou must needs return into thy flesh at the day of resurrection
to receive the due reward for thy sins and for thy wickedness.
16 And when they had brought it forth, the accustomed (i. e.
guardian) angel went before it! and said unto it: O miserable
soul, T am the angel that clave unto thee and day by day reported
unto the Lord thine evil deeds, whatsoever thou wroughtest by
night or day; and if it had been in my power I would not have

! Here the Coptie version begins.
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ministered unto thee even one day; but of this I could do
nothing, for God is merciful and a just judge, and he commanded
us not to cease ministering unto your soul till ye should repent:
but thou hast lost the time of repentance. I indeed am become
a stranger unto thee and thou to me. Let us go then unto the
just judge: I will not leave thee until I krow that from this
day I am become a stranger unto thee. (Here Copl. inserts a
quite similar speech of the spirit to the soul, which may be
original.) And the spirit confounded it, and the angel troubled
it. When therefore they were come unto the principalities, and
it would now go to enter into heaven, one burden (labour, suffer-
ing) was laid upon it after another:! error and forgetfulness and
whispering met it, and the spirit of fornication and the rest of
the powers, and said unto it: Whither %Dest thou, wretched soul,
and darest to run forward into heaven? Stay, that we may see
whether we have property of ours in thee, for we see not with
thee an holy helper. (Syr. adds: And the angel answered and
said: Know ye that it is a soul of the Lord, and he will not cast
it aside, neither will I surrender the image of God into the hand
of the wicked one. The Lord supported me all the days of the
life of the soul, and he can support and help me: and I will not
cast it off until it io up before the throne of God on high. When
he shall see it, he hath power over it, and will send it whither he
E!&a‘ses.) And after that I heard voices in the height of the
eavens, saying: Present this miserable soul unto God, that it
may know that there is a God, whom it hath despised. When
therefore it was entered into the heaven, all the angels, even
thousands of thousands, saw it, and all cried gut with one voice,
saying: Woe unto thee, miserable soul, for thy works which
thou diddest upon the earth ; what answer wilt thou make unto
God when thou drawest near to worship him? The angel which
was with it answered and said: Weep with me, my dearl
beloved, for 1 have found no rest in this soul. And the angels
answered him and said: Let this soul be taken away out of our
midst, for since it came in, the stench of it is passed upon us the
angels. And thereafter it was presented, to worship in the
presence of God; and the angel showed it the Lord God that
made it after his own image and likeness. And its angel ran
before it, saying: O Lord God Almighty, I am the angel of this
soul, whose works I presented unto thee day and night, not
doing according to thy judgement. And likewise the spirit said:
I am the spirit which dwelt in it ever since it was made, and
I know 1if in itself, and it followed not my will: judge it, Lord,
according to thy judgement. And the voice of God came unto
it and said: Where is thy fruit that thou hast yielded, worthy
of those good things which thou hast received? did I put a

I Here Copt. has a long description of the powers of darkness which
is certainly not original.
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distance even of a day between thee and the righteous? did I not
make the sun to rise upon thee even as upon the righteous ? And
it was silent, having nothing to answer; and again the voice
came, saying: Just is the judgement of God, and there is no
respect of persons with God, for whosoever hath done his merey,
he will have merey on him, and whoso hath not had merey, neither
shall God have merey on him. Let him therefore be delivered
unto the angel Tartaruchus (Gr. Temeluchus) that is set over
the torments, and let him cast him into the outer darkness,
where is weeping and gnashing of teeth, and let him be there
until the great day of judgement. And after that I heard the
voice of the angels and archangels saying: Righteous art thou,
O Lord, and just is thy judgement.

17 And sgain I beheld, and lo, a soul which was brought by
two angels, weeping and saying: HHave mercy on me, thou
richteous God, O God the judge; for to-day it is seven days
sinee T went forth out of my body, and I was delivered unto these
two angels, and they have brought me unto those places which
I had never seen. And God the righteous judge said unto it:
What hast thou done? for thou hast never wrought mercy;
therefore wast thou delivered unto such angels, which have no
merey, and because thou hast not done right, therefore neither
have they dealt pitifully with thee in the hour of thy necessity.
Confess therefore thy sins which thou hast committed when
thou wert in the world. And it answered and said: Lord, I have
not sinned. And the righteous Lord God was wroth with
indignation when it said: I have not sinned; for it lied. And
God said: Thinkest thou that thou art yet in the world? If
every one of you there when he sinneth, hideth and concealeth
his sin from his neighbour, yet here no thing is hidden, for when
the souls come to worship before the throne, both the good works
and the sins of every one are made manifest. And when the
soul heard that, it held its peace, having no answer. And I heard
the Lord God, the righteous judge, saying again: Come, thou
angel of this soul, and stand in the midst. And the angel of the
sinful soul eame, having a writing in his hands, and said: These,
Lovd, that are in mine hands, are all the sins of this soul from its
youth ug unto this day, even from ten years from its birth: and
if thou bid me, Lord, T can tell the acts thereof since it b
to be fifteen years old.! And the Lord God the righteous judge
said: I say unto thee, O angel, I desire not of thee the account
since it bezan to be fifteen years old: but declare its sins of
five years before that it died and came hither. And again God

' Apocalypse of Zephaniak: 1 looked and saw that a writing (the
same word, chirographum) was in his hand: he began to open it, and
when he had spread it out I read it in mine own language, and I found
all my sins that I had committed, recorded by him, even those which
I had committed from my childhood up unto this day.
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the righteous judge said: For by myself I swear, and by mine
holy angels and by my power, that if it had repented five years
before it died, even for the walk (conversation) of one year, there
should be forgetfulness of all the evil which it committed before,
and it should have pardon and remission of sins: but now let
it perish. And the angel of the sinful soul answered and said:
Command, Lord, that (such and such an) angel to bring forth
those (such and such) souls. 18 And in that same hour the souls
were brought forth into the midst, and the soul of the sinner
knew them. And the Lord said unto the soul of the sinner:
I say unto thee, O soul, confess thy deeds which thou didst upon
these souls whom thou seest, when they were in the world. And
it answered and said: Lord, it is not yet a full year since I slew
this one and shed its blood upon the earth, and with another
I committed fornication; and not that only, but I did it much
harm by taking away its substance. And the Lord God the
righteous judge said: Knewest thou not that he that doth
violence to another, if he that suffered violence die first, he is
kept in this place until he that hurt him dieth, and then do both
of them appear before the judge? and now hath every one
received according as he did. And I heard a voice saying: Let
that soul be delivered into the hands of Tartaruchus!® and he
must be taken down into hell. Let him take him into the lower
prison and let him be east into torments and be left there until
the great day of judgement. And again I heard thousands of
thousands of angels singing an hymn unto the Lord and saying:
Righteous art thou, O Lord, and just are thy judgements.

19 The angel answered and said unto me: Hast thou perceived
all these things? And I said: Yea, Lord. And he said unto
me: Follow me again, and I will take thee and show thee the
places of the righteous. And I followed the angel and he took
me up unto the third heaven and set me before the door of a
gate; and I locked on it and saw, and tlie gate was of pold, and
there were two pillars of gold full of golden letters; and the angel
turned again to me and said: Blessed art thou if thou enterest in
by these gates, for it is not permitted to any to enter save only
to those that have kept goodness and pureness of their bodies in
all things. And I asked the angel and said: Lord, tell me for
what cause are these Jetters set upon these tables? The angel
answered and said unto me: These are the names of the richicous
that minister unto God with their whole heart, which dwell on
the earth. And again I said: Lord. then are their names
{written while they are yet on the earth? And he said: Not
only are their names written, but)? also their countenance and
the likeness of them that serve God is in heaven, and they are

1 So Gr.: Lat. (Syr.), Tartarus; Copt., Temeluchus.

* Omitted in Laitin by homoeotelcuton: supplied from Coptic;
Syriac amplifies.
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known unto the angels: for they know them that with their
whole heart serve God before they depart out of the world.

20 And when I had entered within the gate of paradise there
came to meet me an old man whose face shone like the sun, and
he embraced me and said: Hail, Paul, dearly beloved of God.
And he kissed me with a joyful countenance, but he wept, and
I said unto him: Father (Lat. Brother), why weepest thou?
And again sighing and weeping he said: Because we are vexed
by men, and they grieve us sore; for many are the good things
which the Lord hath prepared, and great are his promises, but
many receive them not. And I asked the angel and said: Who
is this, Lord? And he said unto me: This is ch the scribe of
righteousness. h

And I entered within that place and straightway I saw Elias,!
and he came and saluted me with gladoess and joy. And when
he had seen me, he turned himself away and wept and said unto
me: Paul, mayest thou receive the reward of thy labour which
thou hast done among mankind. As for me, I have seen great
and manifold good things which God hath prepared for all the
righteous, and great are the promises of God, but the more part
receive them not; yea hardly through much toil doth one and
another enter into these places.

21 And the angel answered and said unto me: What things
soever I now show thee here, and whatsoever thou hearest,
reveal them not unto any upon earth. And he led me and
showed me: and I heard there words which it is not lawful for
a man to utter; and again he said: Yet again follow me and
I will show thee that which thou must relate and tell openly.

And he brought me down from the third heaven, and led me
into the second heaven, and again he led me to the firmament,
and from the firmament he led me unto the gates of heaven.
And the beginning of the foundation thereof was upon the river
that watereth all the earth. And I asked the angel and said:
Lord, what is this river of water? and he said unto me: This is
the Occan. And suddenly I came out of heaven, and perceived
that it is the light of the heaven that shineth upon all the earth
(or,all thatland). And there the earth (or, land) was seven times
brighter than silver. And I said: Lord, what is this place?
and he said unto me: This is the land of promise. Hast thou
not yet heard that which is written: Blessed are the meek, for
they shall inherit the earth? The souls therefore of the righteous
when they are gone forth of the body are sent for the time into
this place. And I said unto the angel: Shall then this land be
made manifest after (Lat. before) a time? The angel answered
and said unto me: When Christ whom thou preachest cometh to
reign, then by the decree of God the first earth shall be dissolved,

* Lat. has ‘the sun’, from confusing Helias with Helios, Gr. omits
the paragraph.
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and then shall this land of promise be shown and it shall be
like dew or a cloud; and then shall the Lord Jesus Christ the
eternal king be manifested and shall come with all his saints to
dwell therein; and he shall reign over them a thousand years,
and they shall eat of the good things which now I will show thee.

22 And I looked round about that land and saw a river flowing
with milk and honey. And there were at the brink of the river
trees planted, full of fruits: now every tree bare twelve fruits
in the year, and they had various and divers fruits: and I saw
the fashion (creation) of that place and all the work of God, and
there I saw palm-trees of twenty cubits and others of ten cubits:
and that land was seven times brighter than silver. And the
trees were full of fruits from the root even to the upper branches.
(Lut. is confused here. Copt. has: From the root of each tree
up to its heart there were ten thousand branches with tens of
thousands of clusters, [and there were ten thousand clusters on
each branch,] and there were ten thousand dates in each cluster.
And thus was it also with the vines. Every vine had ten
thousand branches, and each branch had upen it ten thousand
bunches of grapes, and every bunch had on it ten thousand
grapes. And there were other trees there, myriads of myriads
of them, and their fruit was in the same proportion.) And I said
unto the angel: Wherefore doth every tree bring forth thousands
of fruits? The angel answered and said unto me: Because the
Lord God of his bounty giveth his gifts in abundance unto the
worthy; for they also of their own will afflicted themselves
wlll{en they were in the world, doing all things for his holy name’s
sake.

And again I said unto the angel: Lord, are these the only
promises which the most holy Lord God promiseth? and he
answered and said unto me: No; for there are greater by scven
times than these. But I say unto thee, that when the righteous
are gone forth out of the body and shall see the promises and the
good things which God hath prepared for them, yet again they
shall sigh and cry, saying: Wherefore did we utter a word out
of our mouth to provoke our neighbour even for a day? And
I asked again and said: Be these the only promises of God?
And the angel answered and said unto me: These which now thou
seest are for them that are married and keep the purity of their
marriage, being continent. But unto the virgins, and unto
them that hunger and thirst after righteousness and affiict
themselves for the name of the Lord, God will give things seven-
fold greater than these, which now I will show thee.

And after that he took me out of that place where I saw these
things, andlo, a river, and the waters of it were white exceedingly,
more than milk; and I said unto the angel: What is this? and
he said to me: This is the lake Acherusa where is the city of
Christ: but not every man is suffered to enter into that city:
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for this is the way that leadeth unto God, and if any be a forni-
cator or ungodly, and turn and repent and bear fruits meet for
repentance, first when he cometh out of the body he is brought
and worshippeth God, and then by the commandment of the Lord
he is delivered unto Michael the angel, and he washeth him in
the lake Acherusa and so bringeth him in to the city of Christ
with them that have done no sin. And I marvelled and blessed
the Lord God for all the things which I saw.

23 And the a.ngfel answered and said unto me: Follow me,
and I will bring thee into the eity of Christ. And he stood by
(upon) the lake Achernsa, and set me in a.%olden ship,! and angels
as it were three thousand sang an hymn before me until I came
even unto the city of Christ. And they that dwelt in the city of
Chirist rejoiced greatly over me as I came unto them, and
I entered in and saw the city of Christ. And it was all of pold,
and twelve walls compassed it about, and there were twelve
towers within (a tower on each wall, Copt.; 12,000 towers, Syr.),
and every wall had a furlong between them (i. e. the walls were
a furlong apart, so Syr.; Copt. the circumference of each was
100 furlongs) round about; and I said unto the angel: Lord,
how much is one furlong? The angel answered and said unto me:
It is as much as there is betwixt the Lord God and the men that
are on the earth, for the great city of Christ is alone.? And
there were twelve gates in the circuit of the city, of great beauty,
and four rivers that compassed it about, There was a river of
honey, and a river of milk, and a river of wine,and a river of oil.
And I said unto the angel: What are these rivers that compass
this city about? And he saith to me: These are the {our rivers
which flow abundantly for them that are in this land of promise,
whereof the names are these: the river of honey is called Phison,
and the river of milk Euphrates, and the river of oil Geon, and
the river of wine Tigris. Whereas therefore when the righteous
were in the world they used not their power over these things,
but hungered and afflicted themselves for the Lord God’s sake,
therefore when they enter into this city, the Lord will give them
these things without number (?) and without all measure.

24 And I when I entered in by the gate saw before the doors |
of the city trees great and high, having no fruits, but leaves only.
And I saw a few men scattered about in the midst of the trees,
and they mourned sore when they saw any man enter into the
city. And those trees did penance for them, humbling themselves
and bowing down, and again raising themselves up.

And I beheld it and wept with them, and I asked the angel

t Apocal of Zephaniah (beginning of the second fragment):
They took !{mp:ebyftheeﬁand and li‘l'gcd mg up into that ship and begszn
l.(; singh::efore me, even thousand thousands and myriads of myriads
ol al .

¥ tli\ggt in Syr. or Copt.
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and said: Lord, who are these that are not permitted to enter
into the city of Christ ? And he said unto me: These are they
‘that did earnestly renounce the world day and night with fasting,
but had an heart proud above other men, glorifying and praising
themselves, and doing nought for their neiglibours. For some
they greeted friendly, but unto others they said not even *Hail’,
and unto whom they would they opened, and if they did any
small thing for their neighbour they were puffed up. And I said:
What then. Lord ? their pride hath prevented them from entering
into the eity of Christ?  And the angel answered and said unto
me: The root of all evils is pride. Are they better than the Son
of God who came unto the Jews in great humility ? And I asked
him and said: VWherefore is it then that the trees humble them-
selves and are again raised up? And the angel answered and said
unto me: All the time that these spent upon earth (Of old time
they were on the earth, Copl.) serving God (they served God):
bul beeause of the shame and reproaches of men they were
ashamed (did blush) for a time and humbled themselves: but they
were not grieved, neither did repent, to cease from this pride that
was in them (and one day they bowed themselves beeause of the
disgrace of man, for they cannot endure the pride that is in him,
Copl.). This is the eause why the trees humble themselves and
again are raised up. And I asked and said: For what cause are
they let in unto the gates of the eity? "T'he angel answered and
said unto me: Because of the great goodness of God, and because
this is the entry of all his saints which do enter into this eity.
Thercfore are they left in this place, that when Christ the eternal
king entereth in with his sairnts, when he eometh in, all the
richteous shall entreat for them; and then shall they enter into
the city with them: yet none of them is able to have confidence
such as they have that have humbled themselves, serving the
Lord God all their life long.

25 But I went forward and the angel led me and brought nie
unto the river of honey, and I saw there Esaias and Jeremias and
Ezekiel and Amos and Micheas and Zacharias, even the prophets
lesser and greater, and they grected me in the city. 1 said unto
the angel: What is this path? and he said unto me: This is the
path of the prophets: every one that hath grieved his soul and
not done his own will for God’s sake, when he is d?;parted out of
the world and hath been brought unto the Lord God and wor-
shipped him, then by the commandment of God he is delivered
unto Michael, and he bringeth him into the city unto this &}Ja.ee
of the prophets, and they greet him as their friend and neighbour,
because he hath performed the will of God.

26 Again he led me where was the river of milk, and I saw in
that place all the children whom the king Herod slew for the name
of Christ, and they greeted me, and the angel said unto me:
All they that keep chastity in cleanness, when they are gone out
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of the body, after they worship the Lord God, are delivered unto
Michael and brought unto the children: and they greet them,
saying: They are our brothers and friends and members: among
them shall they inherit the promises of God.

27 Again he took me and brought me to the north side of the
city, and led me to where was the river of wine; and I saw there
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Lot and Job and other saints,! and
they greeted me. And I asked and said: What is this place, Lord ?
The angel answered and said unto me: All they that are enter-
tainers of strangers, when theyv are departed out of the world,
first worship the Lord God, and then are delivered unto Michael
and brought by this path into the city, and all the righteous
greet him as a son and brother, and say unto him: Because thou
hast kept kindliness and the entertainment of strangers, come
thiou and have an inheritance in the city of our Lord God. Every
one of the righteous shall receive the good things of God in the
city according to his deeds.

28 And again he took me to the river of oil on the east side of
the city. And I saw there men rejoicing and singing psalms,
and said: Who are these, Lord? and the angel said unto me:
These are they that have devoted themselves unto God with
their whole heart, and had in them no pride. For all that rejoice
in the Lord God and sing praises to the Lord with their whole
heart are brought here into this eity.

29 And he took me into the midst of the eity, by the twelve
walls (to the twelfth wall, Copt.). Now there was in that place
an higher wall; and I asked and said: Is there in the city of
Christ a wall more excellent in honour than this place? And
the angel answered and said unto me: The second is better than
the first, and likewise the third than the second; for one excelleth
the other even unto the twelfth wall. And I said: Wherefore,
Lord. doth one excel another in glory ? show me. And the angel
answered and said unto me: All they that have in them even
a little slandering or envy or pride, somewhat is taken away from
hltls glory, even if he be in the city of Christ. Look thou behind
thee.

And I turned myself and saw golden thrones set at the several
gates, and upon them men having golden erowns and jewels: and
I looked and saw within among the twelve men, thrones set in
another order (row, fashion?), which appeared of much glory
so that no man is able to declare the praise of them. And I asked
the angel and said: Lord, who is upon the throne? And the
angel answered and said unto me: These are the thrones of them
that had goodness and understanding of heart and yef made
themselves foolish for the Lord God's sake, knowing neither the

! Apocalypse of Zephaniah: (The angel) ran unto all the righteous
that are there, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Iinoch, Elias, and David. He
conversed with them as a friend with a friend, who talk together.
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Seriptures nor many psalms, but keeping in mind one chapter of
the precepts of God they performed it with great diligence, and
had a right intent before the Lord God; and for these great
wonder shall take hold upon all the saints before the Lord God,
who shall speak one with another, saying: Stay and behold the
unlearned that know nothing [more], how they have earned such
and so fair raiment and so great glory because of their innoceney.

And I saw in the midst of the city an altar exceeding high.
And there was one standing by the altar whose visage shone like
the sun, and he held in his hands a psaltery and an harp and sang
praises, saying: Alleluia. And his voice filled all the city. And
when all that were upon the towers and the gates heard him, they
answered: Alleluia, so that the foundations of the city were
shaken. And 1 asked the angel and said: Who is this, Lord,
that is of so great might? And the angel said unto me: This
is David. This is the city of Jerusalem; and when Christ the
king of eternity shall come in the fullness (confidence, freedom)
of his kingdom, he shall again go before him to sing praises, and
all the righteous together shall sing praises, answering: Alleluia.
And I said: Lord, how is it that David only above the rest of
the saints maketh (made) the beginning of singing praises? And
the angel answered and said unto me: When (or, because) Christ
the Son of God sitteth on the right hand of his Father, this David
shall sing praises before him in the seventh heaven: and as it is
done in the heavens, so likewise is it below: for without David
it is not lawful to offer a sacrifice unto God: but it must needs
be that David sing praises at the hour of the offering of the bod
and blood of Christ: as it is performed in heaven, so also is it
upon earth. 380 And I said unto the angel: Lord, what is
Alleluia ? And the angel answered and said unto me: Thou dost
examine and inquire of all things. And he said unto me: Alleluia
is spoken in the Hebrew, that is the speech of God and of the
angels: now the interpretation of Alleluia is this: fecel . cat .
marith . macha (Gr.thébel marématha). And Isaid: Lord, what
is tecel cal marith macha? Andthe angel answered and said unto
me: This is tecel cat marith macha: Let us bless him all together.
I asked the angel and said: Lord, do all they that say Alleluia
bless God? And the angel answered and said unto me: So it is:
and again, if any sing Alleluia, and they that are present sing not
with him, they commit sin in that they sin§l not with him. And
I said: Lord, doth a man likewise sin if he be doting or very
aged? The angel answered and said unto me: Not so: but he
that is able, and singeth not with him, know ye that such a one
is a despiser of the word, for it would be prond and unworthy
that he should not bless the Lord God his creator.

31 And when he had ceased speaking unto me, he led me out
without the city through the midst of the trees and back from
the place of the land of good things (or, men) and set me at the
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river of milk and honey: and after that he led me unto the
ocean that beareth the foundations of the heaven.

The angel answered and said unto me: Perceivest thou that
thou goest hence? And I said: Yea, Lord. And he said unto
me: Come, follow me, and I will show thee the souls of the un-
godly and the sinners, that thou mayest know what manner of
place they have. And I went with the angel and he took me by
the way of the sunsetting, and I saw the be%mnu;g of the heaven,
founded upon a great river of water, and I asked: What is this
river of water? And he said unto me: This is the oecean which
compasseth the whole earth about. And when I was come
bevond (to the outside of) the ocean, I looked and there was no
lligl"thi!zl ?ha.t place, but darkness and sorrow and sadness: and

sighed.

Ag:'u] 1 saw there a river of fire burning with heat, and in it was
a multitude of men and women sunk up to the knees, and other
men up to the navel; others also up to the lips and others up to
the hair: and I asked the angel and said: Lord, who are these
in the river of fire? And the angel answered and said unto me:
They are neither hot nor eold,? for they were not found either in
the number of the righteous or in the number of the wicked; for
they passed the time of their life upon the earth, spending some
days in prayer, but other days in sins and fornications, until
their death. And I asked and said: Who are these, Lord, that
are sunk up to their knees in the fire? He answered and said
unto me: These are they which when they are come out of the
church occupy themselves in disputing with idle (alien) talk,
But these that are sunk up to the navel are they who, when they
have reccived the body and blood of Christ, go and commit
forniealion, and did not cease from their sins until they died;
and thev that are sunk up to their lips are they that slandered
one another when they gathered in the cliurch of God ; but they
that are sunk up to the eyebrows are they that beckon one to
another, and privily devise evil against their neighbours.

32 And I saw on the north side a place of sundry and diverse
torments, full of men and women, ants’ a river of fire flowed down
upon them. And I beheld and saw pits exceeding deep, and in
them many souls together, and the depth of that place was as
it were three thousand cubils; and I saw them ling and
weeping and saying: Have merey on us, Lord. And no man had
mercy on them. And I asked the angel and said: Who are
these, Lord? And the angel answered and said unto me: These

* Copt.inserts an enumeration of several pits of torment : premature
and not original, i e

* Something seems wanting in all the texts. These, who were ncither
hot nor cold, should not be in the river, but beside it. In fact, in the
LEthiopic Apec_alﬁpae of the Virgin (see p. 564) which is copied from
this, these souls do sit beside the river.
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are they that trusted not in the Lord that they could have hiin
for their helper. And I inquired and said: Lord, if these souls
continue thus, thirty or forty generations being cast one upon
another, if (unless?) they be cast down yet deeper, I trow the
E;ts would not contain them. And he said to me: The abyss
hath no measure: for beneath it there followeth also that which
is beneath: and so it is that if a strong man took a stone and
cast it into an exceeding deep well and after many hours (long
time) it reacheth the earth, so also is the abyss. For when the
souls are east therein, hardly after five hundred years do they
come at the bottom. 83 And I when I heard it, mourned and
lamented for the race of men. The angel answered and said unto
me: Wherefore mournest thou? art thou more merciful than
God? for inasmuch as God is good and knoweth that there are
torments, he beareth patiently with mankind, leaving every one
to do his own will for the time that he dwelleth on the earth.

84 Yet again I looked upon the river of fire, and T saw there
a man caught by the throat (Copl. an old man who was being
dragged along, and they immersed him up to the knees. And the
angel Aftemeloukhos came with a great fork of fire, &e. Syr.
similar. Some sentences are lost in Lat.) by angels, keepers of
hell (Tartaruchi), having in their hands an iron of three hooks
wherewith they pierced the entrails of that old man. And I asked
the angel and said: Lord, who is this old man upon whom such
torments are inflicted? And the angel answered and said unto
me: He whom thou seest was a priest who fulfilled not well his
ministry, for when he was eating and drinking and whoring he
offered the sacrifice unto the Lord at his holy altar.

35 And I saw not far off another old man whom four evil
angels brought, running quickly, and they sank him up to his
knees in the river of fire, and smote him with stones and wounded
his f{ace like a tempest, and suffered him not tosay: Have mercy
on me. And I asked the angel and he said unto me: 1l¢ whom
thou seest was a bishop, and he fulfilled not well his bishoprie:
for he received indeed a great name, but entered not into (walked
not in) the holiness of him that gave him that name all his life;
for he gave not righteous judgement, and had not compassion on
widows and orphans: but now it is recompensed unto him
according to his iniquity and his doings.

36 And I saw another man in the river of fire sunk up to the
knees: and his hands were stretched out and bloody, and worms
issued out of his mouth and his nostrils, and he was groaning and
lamenting and erying out, and said: Have mercy on me for
I suffer hurt more than the rest that are in this torment. And
I asked: Who is this, Lord? And he said unto me: This whom
thou seest was a deacon, who devoured the offerings and com-
mitted fornication and did not right in the sight of God: there-
fore without ceasing he payeth the penalty.
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And I looked and saw beside him another man whom they
brought with haste and cast him into the river of fire, and he was
there up to the knees; and the angel that was over the torments
came, having a great razor, red-hot, and therewith he cut the
lips of that man and the tongue likewise. And I sighed and
wept and asked: Who is this man, Lord? And he said unto me:
This that thou seest was a reader and read unto the people: but
he kept not the commandments of God: now also he payeth his
own penalty.

37 And I saw another multitude of pits in the same Flace, and
in the midst thereof a river filled with a multitude of men and
women, and worms devoured them. But I wept and sighed and
asked the angel: Lord, who are these? And he said unto me:
These are they that extorted usury on usury and trusted in their
riches, not having hope in God, that he was their helper.

And after that I looked and saw a very strait place, and there
was as it were a wall, and round about it fire. And I saw within
it men and women gnawing their tor'Lrgues, and asked: Who are
these, Lord? And he said unto me: These are they that mocked
at the word of God in the church, not attending thereto, but as
it were making nought of God and of his angels: therefore now
likewise do they pay the due penalty.

38 And I looked in and saw another pool (Laf. old man!)
beneath in the pit, and the appearance of it was like blood: and
I asked and said: Lord, what is this place? And he said unto
me: Into this pit do all the torments flow. And I saw men and
women sunk up to the lips, and asked: Who are these, Lord ?
And he said unto me: These are the sorcerers which gave unto
men and women magical enchantments, and they found no rest
(i. e. did not cease ?) until they died.

And again I saw men and women of a very hlack countenance
in a pit of fire, and I sighed and wept and asked: Who are these,
Lord? And he said unto me: These are whoremongers and
adulterers who, having wives of their own, committed adultery,
and likewise the women after the same sort committed adultery,
having their own husbands: therefore do they pay the penalty
without ceasing.

39 And I saw there girls clad in black raiment, and four fearful
angels holding in their hands red-hot chains, and they put them
upon their necks (heads) and led them away into darkness.
And again I wept and asked the angel: Who are these, Lord ?
And he said unto me: These are they which being virgins defiled
their virginity, and their parents knew it not: wherefore without
ceasing they pay the due penalty.

And again I beheld there men and women with their hands
and feet cut off and naked, in a place of ice and snow, and worms
devoured them. And when I saw it I wept and asked: Who
are these, Lord? and he said unto me: These are they that
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mnjured the fatlierless and widows and the poor, and trusted not
m the Lord: wherefore without ceasing they pay the due penalty.

And I looked and saw others hanging over a'channel of water,
and their tongues were exceeding dry, and many fruits were set
in their sight, and they were not suffered to take of them. And
I asked: Who are these, Lord? And he said unto me: These
are they that bruke the fast before the time appointed: therefore
without ceasing do they pay this penalty.

And I saw other men and women hanged by their eyebrows
and their hair, and a river of fire drew them, and I said: Who
are these, Lord ? And he said unto me: These are they that gave
themselves not unto their own husbands and wives, but unto
adulterers, and therefore without ceasing they paythe due penalty.
(For this Copf. has: men and women hung head downwards,
torches burning before their faces, serpents girt about them
devouring them. These are the women that beautified them-
selves with paints and unguents and went to church to ensnare
men. Syr. and Gr. omit.)

And 1 saw other men and women covered with dust, and their
appearance was as blood, and they were in a pil of pitch and
brimstone and borne down in a river of fire. And I asked:
Who are these, Lord? And he said unto me: These arc they
that committed the wickedness of Sedom and Gomorrah, men
with men, wherefore they pay the penalty without ceasing.
(Copt., Syr., Gr. omit this paragraph.)

40 And I looked and saw men and women clad in white
(bright) apparel, and their eyes were blind, and they were set in
a pit, and I asked: Who are these, Lord? And he said unto me:
These are theK of the heathen that gave alms and knew not the
Lord God; wherefore without ceasing they pay the due penalty.

And I locked and saw other men and women upon a spit of
fire, and beasts tearing them, and they were not suflered to say:
Lord, have mercy on us. And I saw the angel of the tuiments
(Aftemeloukhos, Copt.) laying most fierce torments upon them
and saying: Acknowledge the Son of God. For it was told you
before, but when the seriptures of God were read unfo you, ve
paid no heed: wherefore the judgement of God is just, for vour
evil doings have taken hold upon you, and brought vou into these
torments. But I sighed and wept; and I inquired and said:
Who are these men and women that are strangled in the fire and
pay the penalty? And he answered me: These are the women
which defiled the creation of God when they brought fucth
children from the womb, and these are the men that lay with
them. But their children appealed unto the Lord Ged and unto
the angels that are over the torments, saying: Avenge us of our
parents: for they have defiled the creation of God. Having the
name of God, but not observing his commandments, they gave
us for food unto dogs and to be trampled on by swine, and others

870 NI
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they cast into the river (Copt. adds: and did not permit us to
grow up into righteous men and to serve God). But those
children were delivered unto the angels of Tartarus (Gr. unto an
angel) that they should bring them into a spacious place of merey :
but their fathers and mothers were haled (strangled) into ever-
lasting torment. ’

And thereafter I saw men and women clad in rags full of pitch
and brimstone of fire, and there were dragons twined about their
necks and shoulders and feet, and angels having horns of fire
constrained them and smote them and closed up their nostrils,
saying unto them: Wherefore knew ye not the time wherein it
was right for you to repent and serve God, and ye did not? And
I asked: Who are these, Lord? And he said unto me: These
are they that seemed to renounce the world (Lat. God), wearing
our garb, but the snares of the world made them to be miserable:
they showed no charity and had no pity upon the widows and
fatherless: the stranger and pilgrim they did not take in, neither
offered one oblation nor had pity on their neighbour: and their
prayer went not up even one day pure unto the Lord God; but
the many snares of the world held them back, and they were not
able to do right in the sight of God. And the angels carried (Lat.
surrounded) them about into the place of torments: and they
that were in torments saw them and said unto them: We indeed
when we lived in the world neglected God, and ye did so likewise.
And we when we were in the world knew that we were sinners, but
of you it was said: These are righteous and servants of God: now
we know that ye were only called by the name of the Lord.
Wherefore also they pay the due penalty.

And I sighed and wept and said: Woe unto men! woe unto
the sinners! to what end were they born? And the angel
answered and said unto me: Wherefore weepest thou? Art thou
more merciful than the Lord God which is blessed for ever, who
hath established the judgement and left every man of his own
will to choose good or evil and to do as pleaseth him? Yet again
1 wept very sore, and he said unto me: Weepest thou, when as
yet thou hast not seen the greater torments? Follow me, and
thou shalt see sevenfold greater than thesa.

41 And he took me from the north side (to the west, Syr.)
and set me over a well, and I found it sealed with seven seals,
And the angel that was with me answered and said unto the
angel of that place: Open the mouth of the well, that Paul the
dearly beloved of God may behold; for power hath been given
unto him to sce all the torments of hell. And the angel said
unto me: Stand afar off, that thou mayest be able to endure the
stench of this place. When therefore the well was opened,
straightway there arose out of it a stench hard and evil ex-
ceedingly, which surpassed all the torments: and I looked into
the well and saw masses (lumps) of fire burning on every side,
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and anguish, and there was straitness in the mouth ot the pit so as
to take but one man in. And the angel answered and said unto
me: If any be cast into the well of the abyss, and it be sealed over
him, there shall never be remembrance made of him in the presence
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost or of the holy angels.
And T said: Who are they, Lord, that are cast into this well ?
And he said unto me: They are whosoever confesseth not that
Christ is eome in the flesh and that the Virgin Mary bare him,
and whosoever saith of the bread and the cup of blessing of the
Eucharist that it is not the body and blood of Christ.

42 And I looked from the north unto the west and saw there
the worm that sleepeth not, and in that place was gnashing of
teeth. And the worms were of the measure of one cubit, and on
them were two heads; and 1 saw there men and women in cold
and gnashing of teeth. And I asked and said: Lord, who are
they that are in this place? Aad he said unto me: These are
they which say that Christ rose not from the dead, and that this
flesh riseth not again. And I inquired and said: Lord, is there
no fire nor heat in this place? And he said unto me: In this
place is nothing else but cold and snow. And again he said to
me: Even if the sun (seven suns, Copt.) rose upon them, they
wonuld not be warmed, because of the excessive cold of this place,
‘and the snow. And when I heard this I spread forth mine hands
and wept and sighed, and again I said: It were better for us if
we had not been born, all we that are sinners. 43 But when they
that were in that place saw me weeping, with the angel, they
also cried out and wept, saying: Lord God, have mercy upon us.

And after that I beheld the heaven open and Michacl the
archangel coming down out of heaven, and with him all the host
of the angels; and they came even unto them that were set in
torment. And they when they saw them wept again and ericd
out and said: Have merey upon us, thou Michael, archiangel,
have merey upon us and upon the race of men, for it is by thy
prayers that the earth standeth. We have now seen the judge-
ment and have known the Son of God. It was not possible for
us to pray for this before we came into this place: for we heard
that tﬁere was a judgement, before we departed out of the world,
but the snares and the life of the world suffered us not to repent.
And Michael answered and said: Hearken when Michacl speakethi:
I am he that stands in the presence of God alway. As the Lord
liveth, before whose face Ipstand, I cease not for one day nor
one night to pray continually for the race of men: and I indeced
pray for them that are upon earth: but they cease not from
committing wickednesses and fornication. And they bring not
forth aught of good while they are upon earth; and ye have
wasted in vanity the time wherein ye ought to have repented
But I have praved alway, and now do I entreat that God would
send dew and that rain may be sent upon the earth, and stilk
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pray I until the earth yield her fruits: and I say that if any man
doeth but a little good I will strive for him and protect him
until he escape the judgement of torment. VWhere then be your
prayers? where be your repentances? ye have lost the time
despicably. Yet now weep ye, and I will weep with you, and
the angels that are with me, together with the dearly beloved
Paul, i% peradventure the merciful God will have pity and grant
you refreshment. And they when they heard these words cried
out and wept sore, and all said with one voice: Have mere)
upon us, O Son of God. And I, Paul, sighedand said: O L_ord God,
have merey upon thy creature, have mercy on the children of
‘men, have mercy upon thine image. )
44 1 beheld and saw the heaven shake like unto a tree that is
moved by the wind: and suddenly they cast themselves down
upon their faces before the throne: and I saw the four-and-
twenty elders and the four beasts worshipping God: and I saw
the altar and the veil and the throne, and all of them were
rejoicing, and the smoke of a sweet odour rose up beside the altar
of the throne of God; and I heard a voice saying: For what
cause do ye entreat me, our angels, and our ministers? And
they cried out, saving: We entreat thee, beholding thy great
goodness unto mankind. And thereafter I saw thegSon of God
coming down out of heaven, and on his head was a erown. And
when they that were in torments saw him they all eried out with
-one voice, saying: Have mercy upon us, O exalted Son of God
(or, Son of God Most High): thou art he that hast granted
refreshment unto all that are in heaven and earth; have mercy
upon us likewise: for since we beheld thee we have been re-
freshed. And there went forth a voice from the Son of God
throughout all the torments, saying: What good works have ye
-done that ye should ask of me refreshment? My blood was shed
for you, and not even so did ye repent: for your sake I bare
a crown of thorns on mine head, for you I received buffets upon
my cheeks, and not even so did ye repent. I asked for water
when I hanged upon the cross, and they gave me vinegar mingled
with gall: with a spear did they open my right side: for my
name’s sake have they slain my servants the prophets, and the
righteous: and for all these things did I give you a place of
repentance, and ye would not. Yet now because of Michael the
archangel of my covenant and the angels that are with him, and
because of Paul my dearly beloved whom I would not grieve,
and because of your brethren that are in the world and do offer
oblations, and because of your sons, for in them are my com-
mandments,! and ivet more because of mine own goodness: on
that day whereon I rose from the dead I grant unto all you that
are in torment refreshment for a day and a night for ever. And
-all they cried out and said: We bless thee, O Son of God, for that

! Among them are some that keep my commandments: so Copt.
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thou hast granted us rest for a day and a night: for better unto
us is the refreshment of one day than the whole time of our life
wherein we were upon earth: and if we had known clearly that
this place was appointed for them that sin, we should have done
none other work whatsoever, neither traded nor done any wicked-
ness. For what profit was our pride in the world? (Copt. What
profit was it to us to be born into the world?) For this our
pride is taken captive, which came up out of our mouth against
our neighbour (Copt. our life is like the breath of our mouth):
and this pain and our sore anguish and tears and the worms
which are under us, these are worse unto us than the torments
which we fsufferf. (This is hardly sense, but Cept. agrees ; shiould
it not have been ‘these are worse than not to have been horn *?)
And as they thus spake, the angels of torment and the evil angels
were wroth with them and said: Ifow long have ye wept and
sighed? for ye have had no merey. For this is the judgement of
God on him that hath not had merey. Yet have ye received this
great grace, even relreshment for the night and day of the Lord’s
day, because of Paul the dearly beloved of God who hath come
down unto you. '

45 And after these things the angel said unto me: Hast thou
seen all these things? And I said: Yea, Lord. And he said
unto me: Follow me, and I will bring thee into Paradise, that
the righteous which are there may see thee: for, behold, they
hope to see thee, and are ready to come and meet thee with joy
and exullation. And I followed after the angel in the swiitness
of the Holy Ghost, and he set me in Paradise and said unto me:
This is Paradise, wherein Adam and his wife erred. And I
entered into Paradise and saw the head of the waters, and the
angel beckoned unto me and said to me: Behald, saith be, these
waters: for this is the river Phison that compasseth about all
the land of Evila, and this other is Geon that goeth abeut sil
the land of Egypt and Ethiopia, and this other is Tigris that is
over against the Assyrians, and this other is Euphrates that
watereth the land of Mesopotamia. And I entered in further
and saw a tree planted, out of whose roots flowed waters, and
out of it was the beginning of the four rivers, and the Spirit of
God rested upon that tree, and when the spirit breathed the
waters flowed forth: and I said: Lord, is this tres that which
maketh the waters to flow? And he said unto me: Because
in the beginning, before the heaven and the earth were made
to appear, and all things were invisible, the Spirit of God moved
(was borne) upon the waters; but since by the commandment
of God the heaven and the earth appeared the spirit bath rested
upon this tree; wherefore when the spirit breatheth, the waters
flow out from the tree. And he took hold on mine hand and led
me unto the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, and said:
This is the tree whereby death entered into the world, and Adam
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taking of it from his wife did eat, and death entered into the
world. And he showed me another tree in the midst of Paradise,
and saith unto me: This is the tree of life. :

46 And as I yet looked upon the tree, I saw a virgin coming
from afar off, and two hundred angels before her 'si-nginﬁ' hymns:
and I inquired and said: Lord, who is this that cometh in such
glory ? and he said unto me: This is Mary the virgin, the mother
of the Lord. And she came near and saluted me, and said:
Hail, Paul, dearly beloved of God and angels and men. For
all the saints have besought my son Jesus who is my Lord, that
thou shouldest come here in the body that they might see thee
before thou didst depart out of the world. And the Lord said
to them: Wait and be ye patient: yet a little while, and ye
shall sce him, and he shall be with you for ever. And again
they all with one aceord said unto him: Grieve us not, for we
desire to see him while he is in the flesh, for by him hath thy
name been greatly glorified in the world, and we have seen
that he hath excelled (done away with) all the works whether
of the lesser or the greater. For we inquire of them that come
hither, saying: Who is he that guided you in the world? and
they have told us: There is one in the world whose name is
Paul: he declareth Christ, preaching him, and we believe that
by the power and sweetness of his speech many have entered
into the kingdom. Behold, all the righteous are behind me,
coming to mect thee. But I say unto thee, Paul, that for this
cause I come first to meet them that have performed the will
of my son and my Lord Jesus Christ, even I come first to meet
them and leave them not as strangers until they meet with
him in peace. . ' '

47 While she was yet speaking I saw three men coming from
afar, very beautiful, after the appearance of Christ, _arlxltf their
forms were shining, and their angels; and I asked: Who are
these, Lord? And he answered: These are the fathers of the
people, Abraham, Isaac, and Jucob. And they came near and
prected me.and said: Hail, Paul. dearly beloved of God and men:
blessed is he that endureth violence for the Lord's sake. And
Abraliam answered me and said: This is my son Isaac, and Jacob
my best beloved, and we knew the Lord and followed him.
Blessed are all they that have believed thy word that they may
inherit the kingdom of God by labour and self-sacrifice (re-
nuneiation) and sanctifieation and humility and charity and
meckness and right faith in the Lord: and we also had devotion
unto the Lord whom thou preachest, covenanting that we will
come unto every soul of them that believe in him, and minister
unto him as fathers minister unto their sons.

While they yet spake I saw twelve men coming from afar with
honour, and I asked: Who are these, Lord? And he said: These
are the patriarchs. And they came and saluted me and said:
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Hail, Paul, dearly beloved of God and men. The Lord hath
not grieved us, that we might see thee yet being in the body,
before thou departedst out of the world. And every one of
them signified his name unto me in order, from Ruben unto
Benjamin; and Joseph said unto me: I am he that was sold;
and I say unto thee, Paul, that for all that my brethren did
unto me, in nothing did I deal evilly with them, not in all the
labour which they laid upon me, nor did I hurt them in any thin

(Copt. kept no evil tliought against them) from morning unti
evening. Blessed is he that is hurt for the Loid’s sake and hath
endured, for the Lord will recompense him manifold more when
he departeth out of the world.

48 \While he yet spake I saw another coming from afar,
beautitul, and his angels singing hymns, and I asked: Who is
this, Lord, that is fair of countenance? And he said unto me:
Dost thou nut know him? And I said: No, Lord. And he said
to me: This is Moses the lawgiver, unto whom God gave the
law. And when he was nigh me, straighlway he wept, and after
that he greeted me; and I said unto him: Why weepest thou ?
for 1 have heard that thou excellest all men in meekness. And
he answered, saying: I weep for them whom I planted with mneh
labour, for they have borne no fruit, neither doth any of them
do well. And I have seen all the sheep whom I fed that the
are scattered and become as having no shepherd, and that all
the labours which I have endured for the children of Israel are
come to nought, and however great wonders I did in theic midst
[and] they understood not: and I marvel how the strangers
and uncircumecised and idolaters are converted and entered
into the promises of God, but Israel hath not entered in: and
now I say unto thee, O brother Paul, that in that hour when the
people hal.g:d up Jesus whom thou preachest, God the Father
of all, whi ve me the law, and Michael and all the angdls
and archangels, and Abraham and Isasec and Jacob and all
the righteous wept over the Son of God that was hanged on the
eross. And in that hour all the saints waited upon me, looking
on me and saying: Behold, Moses, what they of thy people
have done unto the Son of God. Therefore blessed art thou,
O Paul, and blessed is the generation and people that hath
believed thy word.

49 While he yet spake there came other twelve and saw me
and said: Art thou Paul that is glorified in heaven and upou
earth? And I answered and said: Who are ye? The first
answered and said: I am Esaias whose head Manasses cut with
a saw of wood. And the second sajd likewise: I am Jeremias
who was stoned by the children of Israel, and slain. And the
third said: I am Ezechiel whom the children of Israel dragged
by the feet over the stones in the mountain until they scattered
my brains abroad: and all of us endured these labours, desiring



652 APOCALYPSE OF PAUL

to save the children of Israel: and I say unto thee that after
the toils which they laid upon me I would cast myself down upon
mv face before the Lord, praying for them and bowing my knees
unto the second hour of the Lord’s day, even until Michacl came
and raised me up from the earth. Blessed art thou, Paul, and
blessed is the people that hath believed through thee.

And as they passed by, I saw another, fair of countenance,
and asked: Who is this, Lord? [And when he saw me he was

lad] and hesaid unto me: Thisis Lot, which was found righteous
in Sodom. And he came near and greeted me and said: Blessed
art thou, Paul, and blessed is the generation unto whom thou
hast ministered, And I answered and said unto him: Art thou
Lot, that wast found righteous in Sodom ? And he said: I enter-
tained angels in mine house as strangers, and when they of the
city would have done them violence I offered them my two
daughters, virgins, that had never known man, and gave them
to them, saying: Use them as ye will, only do no ill unto these
men, for therefore have they entered under the roof of mine
house. Therefore ought we to have confidence, and know that
whatsoever any man hath done, God recompenseth him manifold
more when he cometh (they come) unto him. Blessed art thou,
Paul, and blessed is the generation which hath believed thy
word,

When therefore he had ceased speaking unto me, I saw another
coming from afar off, very beautiful in the face, and smiling,
and his angels singing hymns, and I said unto the angel that was
with me: Hath, then, every one of the righteous an angel for his
fellow ? And he saith to me: Every one of the saints hath his
own, that standeth by him and singeth hymns, and the one
departeth not from the other. And I said: Who is this, Lord ?
And he said: This is Job. And he drew near and greeted me
and sajd: Brother Paul, thou hast great praise with God and
men. Now I am Job, which suffered much for the season of
thirty years by the issue of a plague; and in the beginning the
blains that came forth of my body were as grains of wheat;
but on the third day they became like an ass’s foot, and the
worms that fell from them were four fingers long: and thrice
the devil appeared unto me! and saith to me: Speak a word
against the Lord, and die. But I said unto him: If thus be the
will of God that I continue in the plague all the time of my life
until I die, I will not rest from blessing the Lord God, and I shall
receive the greater reward. For I know that the sufferings of
this world are nought compared with the refreshment that is
thereafter: wherefore blessed art thou, Paul, and blessed is the
people which hath believed by thy means,

50 While he yet spake there came another crying out from

! It seems as if the author had read the Testament of Job (ed. by
me in dpocrypha Anecdota, ii), in which are very similar details,
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afar off and saying: Blessed art thou, Paul, and blessed am
I that have seen thee the beloved of the Lord. And I asked the
angel: Who is this, Lord? and he answered and said unto me:
This is Noe of the days of the flood. And straightway we greeted
one another, and he, rejoicing greatly, said unto me: Thou art
(or., Art thou) Paul the best beloved of God. And I asked him:
Who art thou? And he said: I am Noe that was in the days of
the flood: but I say unto thee, Paul, that I spent an hundred
vears making the ark, not putting off the coat (tunie) which
I wore, and I shaved not the hair of mine head. Furthermore
I kegt continence, not coming near mine own wife, and in those
hundred years the hair of mine head grew not in gieatness,
neither was my raiment soiled. And I besought men at that
time, saying: Repent, for a flood of waters cometh upon you.
But they moeked me and derided my words; and again they said
unto me: This is the time of them that would play and sin as
much as they will, that have leave to fornicate not a little (Lat.
confused; other versions omit): for God looketh not on these
things, neither knoweth what is done of us men, and moreover
there is no flood of waters coming upon this world. And they
ceased not from their sins until God blotted out all flesh thut
had the breath of life in it. But know theu that God loveth
one rigchteous man more than all the world of the wicked. There-
fore blessed art thou, O Paul, and blessed is the people that hath
believed by thy means.

51 And I turned myself and saw other righteous ones coming
from afar off, and I asked the angel: Who are these, Lord ¥ and
he answered me: These are Elias and Eliseus. And they grected
me, and I said unto them: Who are ye? And one ol them
answered and said: Iam Eliasthe prophet of God. Tam Elias that
prayed, and because of my word the heaven rained not for three
years and six months, because of the iniquities of men. Righiteous
and true is God, who doeth the will of his servants; for often-
times the angels besought the Lord for rain, and he said: Be
patient until my servant Elias pray and entreat for this, and I
will send rain upon the earth,

[Here the Greck, Lalin, and Syriac texls end, save that the
Syriac adds thus much : i

And he gave not, until I called upon him again; then he
gave unto them. Butblessed art thou, O Paul, that thy generation
and those thou teachest are the sons of the kingdom. Aud
know thou, O Paul, that every man who believes through thee
hath a great blessing, and a blessing is reserved for hitn. Then
he departed from me. )

And the angel who was with me led me forth, and said unto
me: Lo, unto thee is given this mystery and revelation: as
thou pleasest, make it known unto the sons of men.

And 1, Paul, returned unto myself, and 1 knew all that I had
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seen: and in life I had not rest that I might reveal this mystery,
but I wrote it and deposited it under the ground and the founda-
tions of the house o'tP a certain faithful man with whom 1 used
to be in Tarsus a eity of Cilicia. And when I was released from
this life of time, and stood before my Lord, thus said he unto
me: Paul, have we shown all these things unto thee that thou
shouldst deposit them under the foundations of a house? Then
send and disclose concerning this revelation, that men may read
it and turn to the way of truth, that they also may not come
to these bitter torments.

And thus was this revelation discovered. . ..

Then follows the history of the finding, which in the other texts
is prefixed to the book.]

ut this conclusion can hardly be the original one. The Coptic
seems in part better. After the words ‘rain upon the earth’, it
continues:

The sufferings which each endureth for God's sake will
God requite unto him twofold. Blessed art thou, Paul, and
blessed are the heathen who shall believe through thee. And
whilst he was speaking, Enoch (here Enoch replaces Elisha)
also came and saluted me and said unto me: e man who
endureth suffering for God's sake, God will not afflict when he
goeth out of the world.

Then there are similar meetings with Zacharias and John
Baptist, and Abel. Zacharias says:

‘1 am he whom they killed when I was offering up the offering
unto God: and when the angels came for the offering, they
carried my body up to God, and no man found my body whither
it had been taken.’

Then Adam, taller than the rest, appears. And this seems
a suitable finale to the procession of saints.

After this Paul is carried into the third heaven. The angel
who is with him changes in appearance and bursts into flames of
fire, and a voice forbids Paul to reveal what he has seen.

There is a description of a mysterious vision of an altar with
seven eagles of light on the right and seven on the left. And
this is followed by more descriptions of Paradise—partly re-
sembling a vision seen by one Siophanes, in the Book of Bar-
tholomew (p. 185). Some sentences also are taken from, or at least
found in, the Apocalypse of Zephaniah. The meek, the prophets,
David, all figure again in this episode: last are the martyrs.
The conclusion runs thus (in substance):

The angel of the Lord took me up and brought me to the
Mount of Olives. I found the apostles assembled and told them
all T had seen. They ﬁraised God and commanded us, that
is me, Mark, and Timothy, to write the revelation. And while
they were talking, Christ appeared from the chariot of the
cherubim and spoke greetings to Peter, John, and especially
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Paul. He promised blessings to those who should write or
read the Apocalypse, and curses on those who should deride
it. Peter and Paul should end their course on the fifth of Epiphi
(29 June). He then bade a cloud take the apostles to the various
countries allotted to them, and commanded them to preach the
Gospel of the Kingdom. And a doxology follows.

_ I am disposed to think that nothing after the appearance of Adam
in this version can be original. The rest is to a great extent, I think,
a pasticeiv from other Coptic apoerypha. It is quite possible, of course,
that the original end of the Apocalypse was lost at an early date:
but the suppesition is probable that after the appearance of Adam a
short conclusion followed in which Paul returned to earth. \With so
ill-proportioned and inartistic a book it is not perhaps worth while
to spend much time on conjectural restoration. Yet another possibility
should be pointed out. The climax of the Apocalypse is reached when
the Sunday is granted as a day of rest from torment. Paul has secn
Paradise and hell, and there is no more for him to do. Everything
after ch. 44 is an otiose appendix.

And we do find in the Ethiopic Apocalypse of the Virgin, which
copies that of Paul very literally, that the end comes at ch. 44, when
the Virgin procures rest from Friday evening to Monday morning for
the lost. The Greek Apocalypse—one form at least—ends when she
has gained for them the days of Pentecost.

It may be the case, then, that the Apocalypse of Paul as first issued
ended here, and that it was reissued with the appendix about Paradise
(45-end). In the shorter Latin recensions there is no trace of anything
after ch. 44: but this does not furnish a conclusive argument, Maore
to tﬁle point would be the discovery of a copy of the full text ending
with 44,

APOCALYPSE OF THOMAS

The emeraence of this book has been recent. The Gelasian Decree
condemns the book ‘ecalled the Revelation of Thomas' as apeeryjihid,
and tlint was all that was known of it. In 1908 & quotation i Lhe
Berlin MS. (eighth-ninth century) of Jerome’s Chronicle was noticed
by Dr. Frick. At the cigliteenth year of Tiberius, the manuseript has
this note:

Ina certain'apocr.yzha] book, said to be of Thomas the apostle,
it is written that the Lord Jesus told him that from his ascension
into heaven to his second advent the fime comprised is nine
jubilees.

This does not appear in any of the published texts. Already in1957
F. Wilhelm had printed, in his Deulsche Legenden und Legendare, a
text from a Munich MS, which attracted little attention. but was
in fact the lost Apocalypse, or part of it.

In the same year E. Hauler showed that a leaf of a fifth-century
palimpsest at Vienna—the same that contains a leaf of the Epistle of
the Apostles (see p. 485)—was a fragment of this book. Professor
E. von Dobschiitz had, before this, begun making preparation for an
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edition of the Apocalypse based on manuscrizpta at Munich and Rome,
which has not yet appeared. In the Journal of Theological Studies for
1910 I printed the beginning of the book from a Verona MS. (of eighth
century). Maffei had noticed this, and in 1755 Dionisi had printed
it in a forgotten volume. In 1911 Dom Bihimeyer printed another
‘uninterpolated’ text from Munich in the Revue Bénédwimg. Yet
more: in 1913 Max Firster (Studien z. engl. Philol. : Der Vercelli-Codex)
showed that the fifteenth sermon in the famous Anglo-Saxon MS.
at Vereelli is an Old English version of this Revelation; that a Hatton
MS. and the Blickling Homilies also contain matter drawn from it;
and that a shortened Latin form is to be found in a dialogue printed
by Suchier (L'Enfant sage, 1910, p. 272). Lastly, there are quotations
from it in some odd—I think frish—homilies in a Reichenau MS.
at Carlsruhe, printed by Dom de Bruyne as * Apocryphes Priscillianistes’
in the Revue Bénéd., 1907.

There is, then, a quantity of material which we shall look to Professor
Dobschiitz to co-ordinate. Latin appears to have been the original
language,! and the data of the fuller text point to the days of Areadius
and Honorius. How much earlier the shorter text may be it is not
easy to say: and I would not commit myself to the assertion that there
is not a Greek document at the back of that.

APOCALYPSE OF THOMAS

A. Verona fragment (eighth century) and Wilhelm’s fext (Munich
Clm. 4585, ninth cenlury).

Here beginneth the epistle of the Lord unto Thomas.

Hear thou, Thomas, the things which must come to pass in
the last times: there shall be famine and war and earthquakes
in divers places, snow and ice and great drought shall there be,
and many dissensions among the peoples, blasphemy, iniguity,
envy and villainy, indolence, pride and intemperance, so that
every man shall speak that which pleaseth him. And my priests
shall not have peace among themselves, but shall sacrifice unto
me with deceitful mind: therefore will 1 not look upon them.
Then shall the priests behold the people departing from the
house of the Lord and turning unto the world (?) and setting up
(or, transgressing) landmarks in the house of God. And they
shall claim (vindicate) for themselves many [things and] places
that were lost and that shall be subject unto Caesar (?) as also
they were aforetime: giving poll-taxes of (for) the cities, even
gold and silver,* and the chief men of the cities shall be con-
demned (here Verona ends : Munich continues), and their substance
brought intot the treasury of the kings, end they shall be filled.

! This is at least certain for the passage about Arcadius and
Honorius: H is not the eighth letter in the Greek alphabet! But the
sentence, which is omitted in the Anglo-Saxon version, may be an
interpolation.

* The Anglo-Saxon renders: setting up gold and silver heads in
their cities. '
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For there shall be great disturbance throughout all the people,
and death.! The house of the Lord shall be desolate, and their
altars shall be abhorred, so that spiders weave their webs therein.
The place of holiness shall be corrupted, the priesthood polluted,
distress (agony) shall increase, virtue shall be overcome, joy
perish, and gladness depart. In those days evil shall abound:
there shall be respecters of persons, hymns shall cease out of the
house of the Lord, truth shall be no more, covetousness shall
abound among the priests; an upright man (al. an upright
priesthood) shall not be found.

On a sudden there shall arise near the last time a king, a lover
of the law, who shall hold rule not for long: he shall leave two
sons. The first is named of the first letter (A, Arcadius), the
sccond of the eighth (II, Ilonorius). The first shall die belore
the second (Arcadius died in 408; Henorius in 423).2

Thereafter shall arise two princes to oppress the nations,
under whose hands there shall be a very great famine in the
right-hand part of the east, so that nation shall rise up against
nation and be driven out from their own borders.

Again another king shall arise, a ecrafty man (?), and shall
command a golden image of Caesar (7) to be made (al. to be
worshipped in the house of God), wherefore (7) martyrdoms
shall abound. Then shall faith return unto the servants of the
Lord, and holiness shall be multiplied and distress (agony)
increase. The mountains ? shall fbe comforted} and shall drop
down sweetness fof fire from the facej, that the nuinber of the
saints may be accomplished.

After a little space there shall arise a king out of the east,
a lover of the law, who shall cause all good things and necessary
to abound in the house of the Lord: he shall show mercy unto
the widows and to the needy, and command a royal gilt to be
given unto the priests: in his days shull be abundance of aii

ings.

ﬁd after that again a king shall arise in the south part of the
world, and shail hold rule a little space: in whose days the
treasury shall fail because of the wages of the Roman soldiers,
+so that the substance of all the aged shall be commanded (to be
taken) and given to the king to distributef. )

Thereafter shall be plenty of corn and wine and ¢il, but great
dearness of money, so that the substance of gold and silver shall
be given for corn, and there shall be great dearth.

At that time shall be very great rising (?) of the sea, so that
no man shali tell news to any man. ‘The kings of the earth and
the princes and the captains shall be troubled, and no man shall

! The predictions in these paragraphs are very like those in the
Testament of the Lord, i. 3-5.

¢ This paragraph is omitted in AS.

* This sentence omitted in AS.
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speak freely (boldly). Grey hairs shall be seen upon boys, and
tﬁe voung (?) shall not give place unto the aged.

After that shall arise another king, a erafty man, who shall
hold rule for a short space: in whose days there shall be all
manner of evils, even the death of the race of men from the
east even unto Babylon. And thereafter death and famine and
sword in the land of Chanaan even untoc (Rome?).! Then shall
all the fountains of waters and wells boil over (?) and be turned
into blood (or, into dust and blood). The heaven shall be moved,
the stars shall fall upon the earth, the sun shall be cut in half
like the moon, and the moon shall not give her light. There
shall be great signs and wonders in those days when Antichrist
draweth near. These arethe signs unto them that dwell in the earth.
In those days the pains of great travail shall come upon them.
(al. In those days, when Antichrist now draweth near, these are
the signs. Woe unto them that dwell on the earth; in those days
great pains of travail shall come upon them.)* Woe unto them
that build, for they shall not inhabit. Woe unto them that
break up the fallow, for they shall labour without cause. Woe
unto them that make marriages, for unto famine and need shall
they beget sons. Woe unto them that join house to house or
field to field, forall things shall be consumed with fire. Woe unto
them that look not unto (?) themselves while time alloweth, for
hereafter shall they be condemned for ever. Woe unto them that
turn away from the poor when he asketh.

[Here is a break: the text goes on: For T am (the Son) of the
high and powerful: I am the Father of all. (al. And know ye:
I am the Father most high: I am the Father of all spirits.)
This, as we shall see, is the beginning of the older(?) and shorter
text, and of the Vienna fragment: only, in the latter, some words
now unintelligible precede it: not the words, however, which
are in Wilhelm's text. I will continue with Wilhelm.]

These are the seven signs (before> the ending of this world.
There shall be in all the earth famine and great pestilences and
much distress: then shall all men be led captive among all
nations and shall fall by the edge of the sword. '

On the first day of the judgement will be a great marvel (or,
the beginning shall be). At the third hour of the day shall be
a great and mighty voice in the firmament of the heaven, and a
great cloud of blood coming down out of the north, and great
thunderings and mighty lightnings shall follow that cloud, and
there shall be a rain of blood upon all the earth. These are the
signs of the first day (Monday in the Anglo-Saxon, and so for the
other days).

And on the second day there shall be a great voice in the

1 The manuseri]gt. has *nona’, ninth.

* Some of the following clauses are quoted (without acknowledge-
ment) in the Irish (?) homily mentioned above.
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firmament of the heaven, and the earth shall be moved out of its
place: and the gates of heaven shall be opened in the firmament
of heaven toward the east, and a great power shall be sent
(belched) forth by the gates of heaven and shall cover all the
heaven even until evening (al. and there shall be fears and
tremblings in the world). These are the signs of the second day.

And on the third day, about the second hour, shall be a voice
in heaven, and the abysses of the earth shall utter their voice
from the four corners of the world, The first heaven shall be
rolled up like a book and shall straightway vanish. And because
of the smoke and stench of the brimstone of the abyss the days
shall be darkened unto the tenth hour. Then shall all men say:
I think that the end draweth near, that we shzll perish.! These
are the signs of the third day.

And on the fourth day at the first hour, the earth of the east
shall speak, the abyss shall roar: then shall all the earth be
moved by the strength of an earthquake. In that day shall all
the idols of the heathen fall, and all the buildings of the earth.
These are the signs of the fourth day.

And on the fifth day, at the sixth hour, there shall be great
thunderings suddenly in the heaven, and the powers of light and
the wheel of the sun shall be cauﬁht away, and there shali be

eat darkness over the world until evening, and the stars shall

e turned away from their ministry. In that day all nations
shall hate the world and despise the life of this world. These are
the signs of the fifth day.

And on the sixth day there shall be signs in heaven, At the
fourth hour the firmament of heaven shall be cloven from the
east unto the west. And the angels of the heavens shall be
looking forth upon the earth (through) the opening of the
heavens. And all men shall see above the earth the host of the
angels looking forth out of heaven. Then shall all men flee.

(Here Wilhelm’s text ends abruptly.)
B. Bihlmeyer’s text, from Munich Clm. 4563 (eleventh to twelfth
century, from Benedictbeuren) : and the Vienna fragment.

Hear thou, O Thomas, for I am the Son of God the Father,
and I am the father of all spirits. Hear thou of me the signs
which shall come to pass at the end of this world, when the end
of the world shall be fulfilled (Vi¢nna: that it pass away) before
mine elect depart out of the world. I will tell thee that which
shall come to pass openly unto men (or, will tell thee openly, &e.):
but when these things shall be the tpr-ince.s of the angels know
not, seeing it is now hidden from before them (Viennu adds: at
what day the end shall be fulfilled, and some defective clawses).

1 Here AS. has a long speech: *Woe unto us wretched and sinful,’
&c.: men lament that they were warned of these things and did not
repent, but went on living in worldly delights.



560 APOCALYPSE OF THOMAS

Then shall there be in the world sha_.r‘in%s (participations)
between king and king, and in all the earth shall be great famine,

eat pestilences, and many distresses, and the sons of men shall

e led captive among all nations and shall fall by the edge of the
sword (and there shall be great commotion in the world: Vienna
omits). Then after that when the hour of the end draweth nigh,
there shall be for seven days great signs in heaven, and the powers
of the heavens shall be moved.

Then shall there be on the first day the beginning: at the third
hour of the day a great and mighty voice in the firmament of
heaven and a bloody cloud coming up (down, Fienna) out of the
north, and great thunderings and mighty lightnings shall follow
it, and it shall cover the whole heaven, and there shall be a rain
of blood upon all the earth. These are the signs of the first day.

And on the sccond day there shall be a great voice in the
firmament of heaven, and the earth shall be moved out of its
place, and the gates of heaven shall be opened in the firmament
of heaven toward the east, and the (smoke of a great fire shall
break forth through the gates of heaven and shall cover all the
heaven until evening. In that day there shall be fears and great
terrors in the world. These are the signs of the second day.
Vienna s defective here).

But on the third day about the third hour shall be a great voice
in heaven, and the abysses of the earth (Fienna ends) shall roar
from the four corners of the world; the pinnacles (so) of the
firmament of heaven shall be opened, and all the air shall be
filled with pillars of smoke. There shall be a stench of brimstone,
very evil, until the tenth hour, and men shall say: We think the
time draweth nigh that we perish. These are the signs of the
third day.

And on the fourth day at the first hour, from the land of the
east the abyss shall melt (so) and roar. Then shall all the earth
be shaken by the might of an earthquake. In that day shall the
ornaments of the heathen fall, and all the buildings of the earth,
before the might of the earthquake. These are the signs of the
fourth day.

But on the fifth day at the sixth hour, suddenly there shall be
a great thunder in heaven, and the powers of licht and the wheel
of the sun shall be caught away (MS. opened), and there shall
be great darkness in the world until evening, and the air shall
be gloomy (sad) without sun or moon, and the stars shall cease
from their ministry. In that day shall all nations behold as in
a mirror (?) (or, behold it as sackeloth) and shall despise the life
of this world. These are the signs of the fifth day,

And on the sixth day at the fourth hour there shall be a great
voice in heaven, and the firmament of the heaven shall be cloven
from the east unto the west, and the angels of the heavens shall
be looking forth upon the earth by the openings of the heavens,
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and all these that are on the earth shall behold the host of the
angels looking forth out of heaven. Then shall all men flee unto
the monuments (mountains ?) and hide themselves from the face
of the righteous angels, and say: Would that the earth would
open and swallow us up! And such things shall come to pass as
never were since this world was created. .

_Then shall they behold me coming from above in the light of my
Father with the power and honour of the holy angels. Then at
my coming shall the fence of fire of puradise be done away—because
paradise i1s girt round about with fire. And this shall be that
perpetual fire that shall consume the earth and all the elements of
the world.

Then shall the spirits and souls of all men come forth from
paradise and shall come upon all the earth: and every one of
them shall go unto his own body, where it is laid up, and cvery
one of them shall say: Here lieth my body. And when the
great voice of those spirits shall be heard. then shall there be
a great earthquake over all the world, and by the misht thercof
the mountains shall be cloven from above and the rocks from
beneath. Then shall every spirit return into his own vessel,
and the bodies of the saints which have fallen asleep shall avise.

Then shall their bodies be changed into the imuge and likeness
and the honour of the hely angels, and into the pewer ol the
image of mine holy Father. Then shall they be clothed with the
vesture of life eternal, out of the cloud of light wlieh hath never
been seen in this world; for that cloud cometh down out of the
highest realm of the heaven from the power of my Father. And
that cloud shall compass about with the beauty thercof all the

irits that have believed in me.

Then shail they be clothed, and shall be borne by the hands
of the holy angels like as I have told you aforetime. Then also
shall they be lifted up into the air upon a cloud uf light, and shall
go with me rejoicing unto heaven, and then shall they confinue
in the light and honour of my Father. Then shall there be unto
them great gladness with my Father and before the holy angels,
These are the signs of the sixth day.

And on the seventh day at the eighth hour there shall hLe
voices in the four corners of the heaven. And all the air shall
be shaken, and filled with holy angels, and they shall make war
among them all the day long. And in that day shali mine elect
be songht out by the holy angels from the destruction of the
world. Then shall all men see that the hour of their destruction
draweth near. These are the signs of the seventh day.

And when the seven days are passed by, on the ejghith day at
the sixth hour there shall be a sweet and tender voice in heaven
from the east. Then shall that angel be revealed which hath
power over the holy angels: and all the angels shall go forth with
him, sitting upon chariots of the clouds of mine holy Father (so).

70 00
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rejoicing and running upon the air beneath the heaven to deliver
the elect that have believed in me. And they shall rejoice that
the destruction of this world hath come.

The words of the Saviour unto Thomas are ended, concerning the
end of this world.

None of the Latin texts seem to be complete. But we see that
Wilhelm’s text is a blend of two sorts of Agoealme—tbat akin to
Daniel which, under the form of propheey, deseribes events contem-
porary with the author and continues them into the future: and that
which is more akin to John and describes the signs of the end.

Bihlmeyer’s text has only the latter element, and as it agrees pretty
closely with our oldest authority, the Vienna fragment (though in
that, as I have said, something did precede Bihlmeyer’s “o;nening),
I judge it to be the older of the two forms. The first part of Wilhelm'’s
text with its clumsy indication of Areadius and Honorius by means of
their initials is mucﬁ in the manner of the later Sibyllines, in which this
particular trick is pushed to an absurd length, and used for quite
imaginary personages as well as historic ones. In the second part
Wilhelm’s text departs widely from the Vienna fragment, and here
again shows itsell as probably inferior.

The Apocalypse, we see, was known in England in the ninth century
at least: and I think it must probably be regarded as the ultimate
parent of a little piece which is found in innumerable manuseripts
and has often been printed: I mean Jerome on the Fifteen Signs of
the last days before the judgement. The beginning of this states that
Jerome found it ‘in the annals of the Hebrews'. Its popularity was
very great., Illustrations of the Fifteen Signs are occasionally to be
found in ma.nuserig:s, and I have seen them on the alabaster tablets
carved at Nottingham in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, but
the best-known representation of them is in a window at All Saints’,
North Street, York, where they are accompanied by mottoes taken
from the *Prick of Conscience’, which used to be attributed to Richard
of Hampole.

The Anglo-Saxon version in the Vercelli Book (no. xv) begins thus:

We are told in this book how Saint Thomas the apostle of God
asked our Lord when the time of Antichrist should be. Then the
Lord spake unto him and said thus:

It behoveth that it be in the next days. Then shall be hunger
and war, &c.:

The text conforms, generally speaking, to the longer recensions.
The signs of the fifth day are omitted. The conelusion diverges from
the Latin and tells how the Virgin, Michael, and Peter successively
intercede with the Judge, and he forgives a third part of the sinners
at the prayer of each. But not all are pardoned: for we then have
the sentences: Venite benedicti and Discedite maledieti as in Matt, xxv.

Quite recently (in Proc. R.I.4.) the Rev. St. J. Seymour has pointed
out the probable dependence of the Saltair nia Rann (eleventh century)
on our apocalypse in its deseription of the Signs of the End,
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THE APOCALYPSE OF THE VIRGIN. A. GREEK

_ We have this in Greek in a great many texts. The oldest 1 have
found was edited by me in 1803. A very brief summary of it will
suffice, for it is a late and dreary production.

The Virgin at the Mount of Olives prays to be told about the
torments of hell and the next world. Michael is sent. He takes
her to the west: the earth opens and discloses the lost who did
not worship the Trinity.

She sees a great darkness. At her prayer it is lifted and she
sees souls tormented with boiling pitch. No one has yet inter-
ceded for them, neither Abraham, John Baptist, Moses, nor Paul.
They are unbelievers.

They go to the south: there is a river of fire with souls im-
me at various depths. Cursers of their parents. Causers of
abortion. False swearers. A man hung by the feet and devoured
by worms is a usurer. A woman hung by the ears, with serpents
coming out of her mouth and biting her, is a backDiter and gossip.

They go (again!) to the west. In a cloud of fire lie those who
lay late on Sunday. On fiery seats sit those who did not ricc at
the entry of the priest. On an iron tree hang blasphemers and
slanderers. A man hung by hands and feet is the evil steward
(oeconomus) of a church. Wicked priests, readers, bishops,
widows of priests who married again, an *archdeaconess’, covetous
women, are severally described.

They go to the left-hand of paradise. In a river of pitch and
fire are the Jews who crucified Jesus, those who denied baptisin,
those guilty of various impurities, sorcerers, murdercrs, they who
strangle their children. In a lake of fire are bad Christians.

A great appeal of the Virgin follows, in which she entreats all
the saints to intercede, with her, for the Christians. At iust the
Son appears, and grants the days of Pentecost as a season of
rest to the lost.

In some textsa visit of the Virgin to paradise follows this ; but
it is usually short and unjnterestin%. In one of the Fastern books
on the Assumption (see p. 222) there is a very dilluse account
of paradise as seen by the Virgin.

APOCALYPSE OF THE VIRGIN. B. ETHIOPIC

This is wholly different from the Greek. It was edited with a Latin
version by Chaine in 1909 (Corpus Scripit. Christ. Orient. i. 7) with
texts of tll'{e Protevangelium and a story of the Assumption.

The Apocalypse is almost wholly borrowed from that of Paul.
Chaine takes it to be a version from Arabic, and the Arabie he thinke
was translated from Greek.
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John is the narrator. The Virgin called him to listen to a
wonderful mystery which had been revealed to her: as she
prayed at Golgotha at noon on the sixth day of the week a cloud
came and took her into the third heaven. The Son appeared
and said that he would show her a great mystery. ‘Look upon
the earth beneath.’ (Here we have ch. 13 of Paul, and from this
point we continue with the text of Paul sometimes amplified
with quotations from the Bible.)

At Paul 31 we have the addition—doubtless correct—that the
souls who were neither hot nor cold sit beside the river of fire.
There are several variations and additions to the list of torments,
not worth specifying, but the section which corresponds to Paul 40
must be quoted (unpleasant as the topic is) on account of its
affinity with Peter.

Women are seen, bitten by serpents, dogs, lions, and leopards
of fire. They are nuns who violated the rule and slew their
children.

Often they caused their death before they were born. They
shed their blood on the ground, or killed them when born, or
their fathers gave poison to the mothers. ‘But these children
cry out before the throne of my Father, and say: Lord, the
have not suffered us to grow up to do good or evil: the half
of us they gave to the dogs and cast the other half to the swine.
And when we heard the words of these children, I and my Father
and the Comforter were grieved, and I commanded Temliagos
to set them in a beautiful abode. But for their fathers and
mothers this is their torment for ever.’

_The Virgin says: If they repent wilt thou not forgive them ?
Yes, if they do so from their heart. But as for their pastors
who did not admonish them, their part shall be with Eli and
Fola. Eli did not reprove his sons, Fola sold his daughters
for an ox.

1 do not know who Fola was,

The Apocalypse ends with ch.44 of Paul. There is no trace in it of
Pawl 1-12 or 45-51.

REVELATION OF STEPHEN

The ‘Tlevelation called of Stephen’ is condemned, like that of
Thomas, in the Gelasian Decree, Sixtus Senensis, Bibliotheca Sancta
(1593), p. 115, says: ‘The Apocn.lygse of Stephen the first martyr
who was one of the seven deacons of the apostles was prized by the
Manichaean heretics as Serapion witnesses.” Serapion of Thmuis, he
elsewhere says (p. 209), wrote a large and very notable work against
the Manichacans in Greek ‘which I have lately read’. Our texts of
Serapion contain no mention of the Apoealypse of Stephen. But no
Manichaean would have cared about the book which I am going to
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speak of:! Tt has been usually guessed that the writing so described
was the aceount of the finding of St. Stephen’s body, the whereabouts
of which was revealed by Gamaliel in a vision to Lucian, With Stephen
were found the bodies of Gamaliel and his son Abibas, and of Nico-
demus. Luecian’s narrative was known to Augustine: it purports to
be of the year 415, and there is little in it, as compared with similar
‘iu-venti?:;ls‘- of relics, which justifies its being solemnly condemned as
apocryphal,

So says I. Franko, who in 1906 (Zeitschr. f. Nil. Wiss.) published
a Slavonic romance which, he says, is the real beginning of Lucian’s
narrative,

The substance of it is this:

Two years after the Ascension there was a contest about
Jesus. Many learned men had assembled at Jerusalem from
Ethiopia, the Thebaid, Alexandria, Jerusalem, Asia, Maurctania,
and Babylon. There was a %reat clamour among them like
thunder, ing till the fourth hour.

Stephen, a learned man of the tribe of Benjamin, stood on
a high place and addressed the assembly. Why this tumult?
said he. Blessed is he who has not doubted conecerning Jesus.
Born of a pure virgin he filled the world with licht. By Satan’s
contrivances Herod slew 14000 (144,000) children. [ie spoke
of the miracles of Jesus. Woe to the unbelievers when he shall
come as i‘ludge,_ with angels, a fiery chariot, a mighty wind: the
stars shall fall, the heavens open, the books be hirought forward.
The twelve angels who are set over every soul shall unveil the
deeds of men. The sea shall move and give up what is m it.
The mountains fall, all the surface of the earth becomes smooth.
Great winged thrones are set. The Lord, and Christ, and the
Holy Spirit take their seats, The Father bids Jesus sit on his
right hand.

At this point the crowd cried out: Blasphemy! and took
Stephen before Pilate.

Pilate stood on the steps and reproached them: You com-

clled me to crucify the Innocent; why rage against this man?
E\r’lry gnash gour teeth? Are ye yet foolish?

They led Stephen away. Caiaphas ordered him to be bealen
tillthe blood ran. And he prayed: Lay not this sin to their charge,
We saw how angels ministered to him.

1 1 must record one of the very rare errors of Fabricius here. He
(Cod. Apacr. N.T., i, p. 965) cites Sixtus Senensis as saying (on the
authority of Serapion) that the Manichaeans so prized the Revelufion
of Stephen as to carry it in the skin of their thighs! This long puzzled
me, and I could not find it in Sixtus. But at last I noticed that at the
end of the article just preceding Stephanus, Victor Vitensis is quoted
to this effect: The Manichaeans so honoured their teacher that the
used to have these words inscribed on the skin of their thighs, * Man-
chaeus, disciple ?‘ Christ Jesus’. Perhaps some one has already explained
this in print; if so, I have not seen it.
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In the morning Pilate called his wife and two children: they
baptized themselves and praised God.

Three thousand men now assembled and disputed with Stephen
for three days and three nights. On the fourth day they took
counsel and sent to Caesarea of Palestine for Saul of Tarsus,
who had a commission to seize upon Christians. He took his
place on the judgement seat and said: I wonder that thou,
a wise man, and my kinsman, believest all this. None of the
Sanhedrin have given up the Law. I have been through all
Judaen, Galilee, Peraea, Damascus, and the city of the Jesitites
to seek out believers. _

Stephen lifted up his hands and said: Silence, persecutor!
Recognize the Son of God. Thou makest me doubt of my own
descent. But I see that thou shalt ere long drink of the same
cup as I. What thou doest, do quickly. Saul rent his clothes
and beat Stephen. Gamaliel, Saul’s teacher, sprang forth and
gave Saul a buffet, saying: Did I teach thee such conduct?
know that what this man saith is acceptable and good.

Saul was yet more enraged, and looked fiercely on him, saying:
1 spare thine old age, but thou shalt reap a due reward for this,
Gamaliel answered: I ask nothing better than to sulfer with
Christ. The elders rent their clothes, cast dust on their heads,
and cried: Crucify the blasphemers.

Saul said: Guard them until the morrow., Next day he sat
on the judgfement seat and had them brought before him, and
they were led away to be crucified. An angel came and east
away the cross, and Stephen’s wounds were healed. Seven men
came and poured molten lead into his mouth and pitch into
his ears. They drove nails into his breast and feet, and he
Erayed for their forgiveness. Again an angel came down and

caled him, and a great multitude believed.

Next day all assembled and took him out of the city to judge
him. He mounted upon a stone and addressed them: How
long will ve harden your hearts? The Law and the Prophets
spake of Christ. In the first Law, and the second, and the other
books it is written: When the year of the covenant cometh
I will send my beloved angel, the good spirit of sonship, from
a pure maiden, the fruit of truth, without ploughshare and
without seed, and an image of sowing (?g; and the fruit shall
grow after the . . . of planting for ever from the word of my
covenant, and signs shall come to pass. And Isaiah saith: Unto
us a child is born, &e. And again: Behold, a virgin shall con-
ceive, &e. And the prophet Nathan said: I saw one, a maiden
and without touch of man, and a man child in her arms, and that
was the Lord of the earth unto the end of the earth. And again
the prophet Baruch saith: Christ the eternal appeareth as a
stone from the mountain and breaketh in pieces the idol temples
ofthe . .. David alsosaid: Arise, O Lord, unto thy resting place,
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&e. Understand then, O foolish ones, what the prophet saith:
In this word shalt thou judge.

And he looked up to heaven and said: T see the heaven
opened and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God.

Then they laid hands on him, saying: He blasphemeth!
Gamaliel said: Wherein? This righteous man hath seen the
Son saying to the Father: Lo, the Jews rage against me and
cease not to ill-treat them that confess my name. And the
Father said: Sit thou on my right hand until I make thine
enemies thy footstool.

Then they bound Stephenand took him away to Alexander, the
reader, who was a chief of the people, and of thetroop in Tiberias.

In the fourth watch of the night, a light as of lightning shone
round about him, and a voice said: Be strong. Thou art my
first martyr, and thine hour is nigh. I will write the record of
thee in the book of everlasting life.

The Jews took counsel and decreed that he should be stoned.
There were with him Abibas, Nicodemus, Gamaliel, Pilate,
his wife and two children, and a multitude of believers. Saui
stood forth and beckoned, and said: It would have been better
that this man should not be slain, because of his great wisdom:
but forasmuch as he is an apostate, I condemn Stephen to be
stoned. The people said: He shall be stoned: but those who
stood in the front rank with staves looked on each other and
durst not lay hands on him: for he was renowned among the

eople.
5 Sgul was wroth, and stripped those servants of their garments
and laid them on the table; and commanded the men to stone
Stephen.

Stephen looked round and said: Saul, Saul, that which thou
doest unto me to-day, that same will the Jews do unto thee
to-morrow. And when thou sufferest, thou shalt think on ine.

The people cast stones upon him so thickly that the light of
the sun was darkened. Nicodemus and Gamaliel put their
arms about him and shielded him, and were slain, and gave up
their souls to Christ.

Stephen prayed, saying: Forgive them that stone us, for by
their means we trust to enter into thy kingdocm. And at the
tenth hour he gave up the ghost. Then beautiful youths ap-
peared, and fell upon the bodies and wept aloud: and the
people beheld the souls borne up by angels into heaven, and saw
the heavens open and the hosts coming to meet the souls. And
the people mourned for three days and three nights.

Pilate took the bodies and put each one into a silver coflin
with his name upon it: but Stephen’s coffin was gilt: and he
laid them in his secret sepulchre. But Stephen prayed: Let
my body be buried in my land of Serasima in Kapogemala
(Caphargamala) until the revealing, when the martyrs that






