
APOCALYPSES 
Op these it is my intention to include in this collection only such o.c; 

bear the names of New Testament personages. There are several 
important books which are fathered upon patriarchs and prophets 
of the Old Testament, and some of these were composed by Christians, 
while others have received touches and insertions to adapt them for 
use by Christians. Most of these I have named in the Introduction. 

Of Apocalypses attributed to New Testament personages there are 
not a very great many. T hat of Peter (early second century) leads t he 
van in date and importance: that of Paul (fourth century) perhaps 
comes next in influence. That of Thomas has only come to light in 
recent years. A later stratum is represented by the Apocalypses of 
John (printed by Tischendorf) and the Virgin. The former is a series 
of questions and answers- the Byzantines were fond of this form of 
writing-about the end of the world, which contain nothing very 
interesting. A description of antichrist is perhaps the most notable 
feature : on this I have put together some matter in my Lost Apocrypha 
of the 0. T., to which I may refer the reader. That of the Virgin 
follows Paul closely. 

The Revelation of Stephen, condemned in the Gelasian Decree along 
with Paul and Thomas, is something of a puzzle. A short section shalJ 
be devoted to it. 

We hear of an Apocalypse of James the brother of the Lord, and one 
quotation from it occurs.• 

The Syriac text printed by Rendel Harris, The Gospel of the Twelve 
Apostles, with the Revelation of each one of them, is in its present form late. 
It does not come up to its imposing title, for it only contains the 
utterances of Peter, John, and James. 

Egypt has its contribution to oCfer. In Dr. Budge's volumes of 
Coptic texts will be found: 

A Revelation of James the Less, telling how the Lord revealed the 
glory of John Baptist in the other world, where he figures aa the ferry· 
man or the blessed souls (Coptic Apocrypha, 1918, p. 848). 

A book of 'Mysteries of St. John', questions of John the Evangelist 
addressed to the Cherubim : he is told about alJ manner of natural 

1 Von Dobschiitz in Byzantinische Zeitschrift, 1908, p. 556, cites it 
from Coislin MS. 296 (Paris). It is to the ef!eet that at the prayer of 
the apostles, the Lord 'added two sixtieths' to the time of his coming. 
The date indicated for the Second Coming is A. M. 6500. It is symbo­
lized by the attitude of the priest's fingers when he blesses. The form 
of the citation is 'as J ames the brother of the Lord said in his Apoca­
lypse'. The passage is not found in the Revelation of James contained 
in the late Gospel of the Twelve Apostles edited by Rendel Harris. 
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things, t he rise of the Nile, the dew, &c., and also somewhat about 
Hezekiah and Solomon (l. c., p. 241). 

A revelation made by our Lord to the apostles about Abbaton the 
a ngel of death (Coptic Martyrdoms). 

There is also a sort of Apocalypse of Philip extant only in Irish, 
which is apparently derived from a Latin original. It is called the 
Everne'lD To11gue. The tongue of the apostle Philip-which had been 
cut out seven times by his persecutors, ineffectually-discourses to an 
assembly of kings and prelates at Jerusalem, and tells them wonderful 
secrets of nature. See the Journal of Theol. Stttdies, 1918 (xx. 9), 
where I give an account of it. 

Io the same article I write on an apocalypse of which we do not 
know the name. Portions of it exist in Latin and in Irish-the latter 
embodied in the Vision of Adamnan. The Rev. St. J. Seymour also 
dealt with it more recently (l. c., xxii. 16). 

I t tells of the sufferings of souls in the several heavens, and of their 
presentation to the Lord and acceptance or rejection. A distinctive 
mark of it is that the names of the heavens, and of the angelic guardian 
of each, are given. 

Of the three Christian Apocalypses which will be presented here, 
two, Peter and Paul, are visions of the next world, the other, 'l'homas, 
is a prophecy of the end of this. 

APOCALYPSE OF PETER 
We have not a pure and complete text of this book, which ranked 

next in popularity and probably also in date to the Canonical Apocalypse 
of St. John. 

We have, first, certain quotations made by writers of the first four 
centuries. 

Next, a fra¥ment in Greek, called the Akhmim fragment, found 
with the Passion-fragment of the Gospel of Peter in a manuscript 
known as the Gizch MS. (discovered in a tomb) now at Cairo. This is 
undoubtedly drawn from the Apocalypse of Peter: but my pr<'s,,nt 
belief is that, like the Passion-fragment (see p. 90), it is part of the 
Gospel of Peter, which was o slightly later book than the Apocalypse 
and quoted it almost in exten.fo. There is also in the Bodleian LilJrary 
a mutilated leaf of a very tiny Greek MS. of the fifth century which 
supplies a few lines of what I take to be the original Greek text. 

Thirdly, an Ethiopic version contained in one of the numerous forms 
of the Books of Clement, a writing current in Arahic and Ethiopic, 
purporting to contain revelations-of the history of the world from the 
Creation, of the last times, and of guidance for the churches-<lictatcd 
by Peter to Clement. The version of the Apocalypse contained in 
this hns some extraneous matter at the beginning and the end; but, as 
I have tried to show in a series of articles in the Journal of Theological 
Studies (1010-11) and the Church Qumterly Revil!W (1015), it affords 
the best general idea of the contents of the whole book which we have. 
The second book of the Sibylline Oracles contains (in Greek hexa­
meters) a paraphrase of a great part of the Apocalypse: and its influence 
can be traced in many early writings-the Acts of Thomas (55-57), 
the Martyrdom of Perpetua, the so-called Second Epistle ot Clement, 
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and, as I think, the Shepherd of Hermas: as well as in the Apocalypse 
of Paul, and many later visions. 

The length of the book is given in the Stichometryof Nicepho~us as 
800 lines and in that of the Codex Claromontanus (D of the Epistles) 
as 270 : the latter is a Latin list of the Biblical books; already cited 
for the Acts of Paul. 

There is no mention of it in the Gelasian Decree, which is curious. 
At one time it was popular in Rome, for the Muratorian Canon mentions 
it (late in the second century 'l) along with the Apocalypse of John, 
though it adds, that • some wi II not have it read in the church '. The 
fifth-century church historian Sozomeo (vii. 19) says that to his know­
ledge it was still read annually in some churches in Palestine on Good 
Fridav. 

A translation of the ancient quotations shall be given first. 

A 

I. From Clement of Alexandria's so-called Prophetical Extracts, 
a SC'ries of detached sentences excerpted from some larger work, 
generally supposed to be his llypotyposes or Outlines: 

a. (41. l) The Scripture saith that the children which have 
been exposed (by their parents) are delivered to a care-taking 
angel by whom they are educated, and made to grow up; and 
they shall be, it saith, as the faithful of an hundred years old 
are here (in this life). b. (41. 2) Wherefore also Peter in the 
Apocalypse saith: And a flash (lightning) of fire leaping from 
t hose children and smiting the eyes of the women. 

2. Ibid. (48. I) The providence of God doth not light upon them 
only that are in the flesh. For example, Peter in the Apocalypse 
saith that the children born out of due time (abortively) that 
would have been of the better part (i.e. would have been saved if 
they had livcd)-lhese are delivered to a care-taking angel, 
that they may partake of knowledge and obtain the better 
abode, having suffered what they would have suffered had 
thC'y been in the body. But the others (i.e. those who would 
not have been saved, had they livc<l) shall only obtain salvation, 
as beings that have been injured and had mercy shown to them, 
and shall continue without torment, receiving that as a reward. 

But the milk of the mothers, flowing from their breasts and 
congealing, saith Peter in the Apocalypse, shall engender small 
beasts (snakes) devouring the flesh, and these running upon 
them devour them: teaching that the torments come to pass 
because of the sins (correspond to the sins). 

:3. From the Symposium (ii. 6) of Methodius of Olympus 
(third century). H e does not name his source : Whence also 
we have received in inspired writings that children born untimely 
-even if they be the offspring of adultery-arc delivered to 
care-taking angels. For if they bad come into being contrary to 
the will and ordinance of that blessed nature of God, bow could 
t hey have been delivered to angels t o be nourished up in all repose 
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and tranquillity? And how could they have confidently sum­
moned their parents before the judgement seat of Christ to accuse 
them.? saying : Thou, 0 Lord, didst not begrudge us this light 
that 1s common to all, but these exposed us to death, contemning 
thy commandment. 

The word rendered care-taking in these passages is a very rare one­
T'lµ•>..ouxt1s, Umclo11chos: so rare that it was mistaken by later readers 
for the proper name of an angel, and we find an angel Temeluchus in 
Paul, John, and ell;ewhere. A similar ca,;c is that of the word ,apTapoi,xos, 
'l'artaruchus, keeper of hell, "hich is applied to angels in our Apoca­
lypse, and is also taken in the Ethiopic version, in l'aul, and in other 
writings, to be a proper name. 

4. From the Apocrilica of l\Iacarius l\fagnes (fourth century) 
of whom we know little. His book consists of extracts from 
a heathen opponent's attack on Christianity (Porphyry and 
Hierocles are named as possible authors of it) and his own 
answers. The heathen writer says (iv. 6, 7): 

And by way of superfluity let this also be cited which is said 
in the Apr,calyp~e of Peter. He introduces the heaven, to be 
judged along with the earth, thus: The earth, he says, shall 
present all men to God to be judged in the day of judgement, 
being itself also to be judged along with the heaven that encom­
passeth it. 

5. Ibid. And this again he says, which is a statement full 
of impiety: And every power of heaven shall be melted, and the 
heaven shall be rolled up like a book, and all the stars shall 
fall like leaves from the vine, and as the leaves from the fig-tree. 

This very nearly coincides with Isa. xxxiv. 4, and does not occur in 
our other texts of the Apocalypse. 

6. In an old Latin homily on the Ten Virgins found and pub­
lished by Dom Wilmart (Bulletin d'anc. litt. ft d'archeol. chret.) 
is this sentence: 

The clused door is the river of fire by which the ungodly shaJI 
be kept out of the kingdom of God, as is written in Daniel and 
in Peter, in his Apocalypse .... That company of thr foolish 
also shall arise and find the door shut, that is, the fiery river 
set against them. 

The equivalent of all the above quotations is found in the Ethiopic 
text, with one exception, no. 5. The Akhmim text only contains 
something like no. 1 b: one indication out of many that it is a 
shortened and, I would say, secondary text. 

B 
THE AKHMIM FRAGMENT 

which I should prefer to call Fragment II of the Gospel of 
Peter. It begins abruptly in a discourse of our Lord. 

1 Many of them shall be false prophets, and shall teach ways 
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and diverse doctrines of perdition. 2 And they shall become 
sons of of perdition. 8 And then shall God come unto my faith­
ful ones that hunger and thirst and are afflicted and prove their 
souls in this life, and shall judge the sons of iniquity. 

4 And the Lord added and said: Let us go unto the mountain 
(and) pray . 5 And going with him, we the twelve disciples 
besought him that he would show us one of our righteous 
brethren that had departed out of the world, t hat we might 
see what manner of men they are in their form, and take courage, 
and encourage also the men that should hear us. 

6 And as we prayed, suddenly there appeared two men stand­
ing before the Lord (perhaps add, to the east) upon whom we 
were not able to look. 7 For there issued from their countenance 
a ray as of the sun, and their raiment was shining so as the eye 
of man never saw the like: for no mouth is able to declare nor 
heart to conceive the glory wherewith they were clad and the 
beauty of their countenance. 8 Whom when we saw we were 
astonied, for their bodies were whiter than any snow and redder 
than any rose. 9 And the redness of them was mingled with 
the whiteness, and, in a ,vord, I am not able to declare their 
beauty. 10 For their hair was curling and flourishing (flowery), 
and fell comely about their countenance and their shoulders 
like a garland woven of nard and various flowers, or like a rain­
bow in the air: such was their comeliness. 

11 \,Ve, then, seeing the beauty of them were astonied at t hem, 
for they appeared suddenly. 12 And I drew near to the Lord 
and said: Who are these? 18 He saith to me: These are your 
(our) righteous brethren whose appearance ye did desire to see. 
14 And I said unto him: And wl1ere are all the righteous? 
or of what sort is the world wherein they are, and possess this 
glory? 15 And the Lord showed me a very great region outside 
this world exceeding bright with light, and the air of that place 
illuminated with the beams of the sun, and the earth of itself 
flowering with blossoms that fade not, and full of spices and 
plants, fair-flowering and incorruptible, and bearing blessed fruit. 
16 And so great was the blossom that the odour thereof was 
borne thence even unto us. 

17 And the dwellers in that place were clad with the raiment 
of shining angels, and their raiment was like unto their land. 

18 And an)a!els ran round about them there. 19 And the glory 
of them that dwelt there was all equal, and with one voice they 
praised the Lord God, rejoicing in that place. 

20 The Lord saith unto us: This is the place of your leaders 
(or, high priests), the righteous men. 

21 And I saw also another place over against that one, very 
squalid; and it was a place of punishment, and they that were 
punished and the angels that punished them bad their raiment 
dark, according to the air of tbe place. 
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22 And some there were there hanging by their t ongues; 
and these were they that blasphemed the way of righteousness, 
and under them was laid fire flaming and tormenting them. 

23 And there was a great lake full of flaming mire, wherein 
were certain men that turned away from righteousness; and 
angels, tormentors, were set over them. 

24 And there were also others, women, hanged by their hair 
above that mire which boiled up; and these were they that 
adorned themselves for adultery. 

And the men that were joined with them in the defilement 
of adultery were hanging by their feet, and had their heads 
hidden in the mire, and said: We believed not that we should 
come unto this place. 

25 And I saw the murderers and them that were consenting 
to them cast into a strait place full of evil, cr~eping things, and 
smitten by those beasts, and so turning themselves about in 
that torment. And upon them were set worms like clouds of 
darkness. And the souls of them that were murdered stood 
and looked upon the torment of those murderers and said : 
0 God, righteous is thy judgement. 

26 And hard by that place I saw another strait place wherein 
the discharge and the stench of them that were in torment ran 
down, and there was as it were a lake there. And there sat 
women up to their necks in that liquor, and over against them 
many children which were born out of due time sat crying : and 
from them went forth rays of fire and smote the women in the 
eyes : and these were they that conceived out of wedlock(?) and 
caused abortion. 

27 And c-,ther men and women were being bu_rned up to their 
middle and cast down in a dark place and scourged by evil 
spirits, and having their entrails devoured by worms tlrnt rested 
not. And these were they that had persecuted the righteous 
and delivered them up. 

28 And near to them again were women and men gnawing 
their lips and in torment, and having iron heated in the fire set 
against their eyes. And these were they that did blasplicme 
and speak evil of the way of righteousness. 

29 And over against these were yet others, men and women, 
gnawing their tongues and having flaming fire in their mouths. 
And these were the false witnesses. 

30 And in another place were gravel-stones sharper than 
swords or any spit, heated with fire, and men and women clad 
in filthy rags rolled upon them in torment.I And these were 
they that were rich and trusted in their riches, and had no pity 
upon orphans and widows but neglected thecommandmentsof God. 

• This is suggested by the LXX of two passages in Job: xii. 80, his 
bed is of sharp spits; viii. 17, on an heap of stones doth he rest, and shall 
live in the midst of gravel-stones. 
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81 And in another great lake full of foul matter (pus) and 
blood and boiling mire stood men and women up to their knees. 
And these were they that lent money and demanded usury upon 
usury. 

32 And other men and women being cast down from a great 
rock (precipice) fell (came) to the bottom, and again were driven 
by them that were set over them, to go up upon the rock, and 
thence were cast down to the bottom and had no rest from this 
torment. And these were they that did defile their bodies, 
behaving as women: and the women that were with them were 
they that lay with one another as a man with a woman. 

33 And beside that rock was a place full of much fire, and 
there stood men which with their own hands had made images 
for themselves instead of God, [And beside them other men and 
women} 1 having rods of fire and smiting one another and never 
resting from this manner of torment .... 

34 And yet others near unto them, men and women, burning 
and turning themselves about and roasted as in a pan. And these 
were they that forsook the way of God. 

C 

THE BODLEIAN LEAF 
It measures but 2} by 2 inches and has 13 lines of 8 to 10 

letters on each side (l\Iadan's Summary Catalogue, No. 31810). 
The verso (second page) is difficult to read. 

Rectoc: Gr. 83, 84: women holding chains and scourging them­
selves before those idols of deceit. And they shall unceasingly 
have this torment. And near 

Verso : them shall be other men and women burning in the 
burning of them that were mad after idols. And these are they 
which forsook the way of God wholly (?) and ..• 

D 
TIIE ETIIIOPIC TEXT 

First published by the Abbe Sylvain Grebaut in Revue de 
l'Orient Chretien, 1910 : a fresh translation from his Ethiopic 
text by II. Duensing appeared in Zeitschr. f. nil. Wiss., J 913. 

The Second Coming of Christ and Resurrection of the Dead 
(which Christ revealed unto Peter) who died because of their 
sins, for that they kept not the commandment of God their 
creator. 

And he (Peter) pondered thereon, that he might perceive the 
mystery of the Son of God, the merciful and lover of mercy. 

And when lite Lord was seated upon the Mount of Olives, his 
disciples came unto him. 

' The bracketed words are intrusive. 
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And we b esought and entreated him severally and prayed 
him, saying unto him: Declare unto us what are the sians of 
t hy coming and of the end of the world, that we may pe~ceive 
and mark the time of thy coming and instruct them that come 
after us, unto whom we preach the word of thy gospel, and whom 
we set over (in) thy church, that they when they hear it may 
take heed to themselves and mark the time of thy coming. 

And our Lord answered us, saying: 'fake heed that no man 
d eceive you, and that ye be not doubters and serve other gods. 
Many shall come in my name, saying: I am the Christ. Believe 
them not, neither dra," near unto them. For the coming of the 
Son of God shall not be plain (i. e. foreseen) ; but as the lightning 
that shineth from the east unto the west, so will I come upon the 
clouds of heaven with a great host in my majesty; with my cross 
goiug before my face will I come in my 111aje~ty; shining sevenfold 
more than the sun will I come in my majesty with all my saints, 
mine angels (mine holy angels). And my Father shall set a crown 
upon mine head, that I may judge the quick and the dead and 
recompense every man according to his works. 

And ye, take ye the likeness thereof (learn a parable) from the 
fig-tree: so soon as the shoot thereof is come forth and the 
t wigs grown, the end of the world shall come. 

And J, Peter, answered and said unto him: Interpret unto me 
concerning the fig-tree, whereby we shall perceive it; for through­
out all its days doth the fig-tree send forth shoots, and every 
year it bringeth forth its fruit for its master. What then meaneth 
the parable of the fig-tree? We know it not. 

And the Master (Lord) answered and said unto me: Undcr­
standest thou not that the fig-tree is the house of Israel ? Even 
as a man that planted a fig-tree in his garden, and it brought 
forth no fruit. And he sought the fruit thereof many years, 
and when he found it not, he said to the keeper of his garden: 
Root up this fig-tree that it make not our ground to be un­
fruitful. And the gardener said unto God: (Suffer us) to rid 
it of weeds and dig the ground round about it and water it. 
If then it bear not fruit, we will straightway remove ils root.s 
out of the garden and plant another in place of it. Hast thou 
not understood that the fig-tree is the house of Israel? Verily 
I say unto thee, when the twigs thereof have sprouted forth 
in the last days, then shall feigned Christs come and awake 
expectation, saying: I am the Christ, that am nO\V come into 
the world. And when they (Israel) shall perceive the wickedness 
of their deeds they shall turn away after them and deny hin1 [whom 
our fathers did praise], even the first Christ whom they crucified 
and therein sinned a great sin. But this deceiver is not the Christ. 
[Something is wrong here: the sense required is that Israel 
perceives tne wickedness of antiehrist and does not follow him.] 
And when they reject him he shall slay with the sword, and there 
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shaU be many martyrs. Then shall the twigs of the fig-tree, that 
is, the house of Israel, shoot forth : many shall become martyrs 
at his hand. Enoch and Elias shall be sent to teach them that this 
is the deceiver which must come into the world and do signs and 
wonders to deceive. And therefore shall they that die by his band 
be martyrs, and shall be reckoned among the good and righteous 
martyrs who have pleased God in their life.1 

And he showed me in his right hand the souls of all men. 
And on the palm of his right hand the image of that which 
shall be accomplished at the last day: and how the righteous 
and the sinners shall be separated, and how they tdot that are 
upright in heart, and how the evil-doers shall be rooted out unto 
all eternity. We beheld how the sinners wept (weep) in great 
affiiction and sorrow, until all that saw it with their eyes wept, 
whether righteous or angels, and he himself also. 

And I asked him and said unto him: Lord, suffer me to speak 
thy word concerning the sinners: It were better for them if they 
had not been created. And the Saviour answered and said unto 
me: Peter, wherefore speakest thou thus, that not to have been 
created were better for them? Thou resistest God. Thou 
would est not have more compassion than be for his image: 
for he hath created them and brought them forth out of not 
being. Now because thou hast seen the lamentation which 
shall come upon the sinners in the last days, therefore is thine 
heart troubled; but I will show thee their works, whereby they 
have sinned against the Most High. 

Behold now what shall come upon them in the last days, 
when the day of God and the day of the decision of the judgement 
of God cometh. From the ea.st unto the west shall all the 
children of men be gathered together before my Father that 
liveth for ever. And he shall command hell to open its bars of 
adamant and give up all that is therein. 

And the wild beasts and the fowls shall he command to restore 
all the flesh that they have devoured, because he willeth that 
men should appear ; for nothing perisheth before God, and 
nothing is impossible with him, because all things are his. 

For all things come ro pass on the day of decision, on the day 
of judgement, at the word of God: and as all things were done 
when he created the world and commanded all that is therein 
and it was done--even so shall it be in the last days; for all things 
are possible with God. And therefore saith he in the scripture: 2 

Son of man, prophesy upon the several bones and say unto the 
bones: bone unto bone in joints, sinew, nerves, flesh and skin 
and hair thereon [and soul and spirit]. 

And soul and spirit shall the great Uriel give them at the 
1 Hermas, Vision, III. i. 9, speaks of 'those that have already been 

well-pleasing unto God and have suffered for the Name's sake'. 
• Ezek. xxxvii. 
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commandment of God; for him hath God set over the rismg 
again of the dead at the day of judgement. 

Behold and consider the corns of wheat that are sown in the 
earth. As things dry and without soul do men sow them in the 
earth: and they live again and bear fruit, and the earth restoreth 
them as a pledge entrusted unto it. 

[And this that dieth, that is sown as seed in the earth, and shall 
become alive and be restored unto life, is man. Probably a gloss.] 

How much more shall God raise up on the day of dedsion 
them that believe in him and are chosen of him, for whose sake 
he made 1 the world? And all things shall the earth restore on 
the day of decision. for it also shall be judged with thc1n, and 
the heaven with it.2 

And this shall come at the day of judgement upon them that 
have fallen awav from faith in God and that bave committed 
sin : Floods ( cataracts) of fire shall be let loose; and darkness 
and obscurity shall come up and clothe and \'cil the whole world ; 
and the waters shall be changed and turned into coals of fire, 
and all that is iu them shall burn, and the sea shall become fire. 
t;nckr the heaven shall be a sharp fire that cannot be quenched, 
and Howeth to fulfil the jucl!.;C'n.cnt of wrath. And the stars 
shall fly in pieces by flames of lire, as if they had not been created, 
and the powers (firmaments) of the heaven sha:1 pass away for 
lack of water and shall be ao; though they had not been. t And 
the lightnings of heaven shall be no more, and by their enchant­
ment they shall affright the worlilt (probably: The heaven shall 
turn to lightning and the lightnings thereof shall affright the 
world). The spirits also of the dead bodies shall be like unto 
them (the lightnings?) and shall become fire at the command­
ment of God. 

And so soon as the whole creation dissolveth, the men that are 
in the east shall Oee unto the west, (and they that are in the 
west) unto the east ; they that are in the south shall flee to 
the north, and they that are in (the north unto) the south. 
And in all places shall the wrath of a fearful fire overtake them; 
and an unquenchable flame driving them shall bring them unto 
the judgement of wrath, unto the stream of unquenchable fire 
that iloweth, naming with fire, and when the w,n•es thereof 
part themselves one from another, burnin~. there shall be a great 
,mashing of teeth among the children of men. 
0 

Then shall they all behold me coming upon an eternal cloud ot 
briuhtness: and the angels of God that are with me shall sit 
(11r~b. And I shall sit) upon the throne of my glory at the right 
hand of my heavenJy Father; and he shall set a crown upon 

• See the Third Epistle to the Corinthians (pp. 290-1) for a dis­
quisition on the theme, most probably based on our passage. 

2 Quoted by the heathen writer in lllacarius I\Iagnes: see abO\'C 
among the fragments (p. 507). 

870 LI 
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mine head. And when the nations behold it, they shall weep, 
every nation apart. 

Then shall he command them to enter into the river of fire 
while the works of every one of them shall stand before them 
(something is wanting) to every man according to his deeds. 
As for the elect that have done good, they shall come unto 
me and not see death by the devouring fire. But the unrighteous, 
the sinners, and the hypocrites shall stand in the depths of 
darkness that shall not pass away, and their chastisement is 
the fire, and angels bring forward their sins and prepare for 
them a place wherein they shall be punished for ever (every one 
according to his transgression). 

Uriel (Urael) the angel of God shall bring forth the souls of 
those sinners (every one according to his transgression: perhaps 
this clause should end the preceding paragraph : so Grebaut takes 
it) who perished in the flood, and of all that dwelt in all idols, 
in every molten image, in every (object of) love, and in pictures, 
and of those that dwelt on all hills and in stones and by the 
wayside, whom men called gods: they shall burn them with 
them (the objects in which they dwelt, or their worshippers?) 
in everlasting fire; and after that all of them with their dwelling­
places are destroyed, they shall be punished eternally. 

(II ere begins the description of torments which we have, in another 
text, in the Akhmim fragment.) 
Gr. 22. Then shall men and women come unto the place pre-

pared for t hem. By their tongues wherewith they have 
blasphemed the way of righteousness shall they be 
hanged up. There is spread under them unquenchable 
fire, that tbey escape it not. 

Gr. 23. nchold, another place: therein is a pit, great and 
full (of. . ) In it are they that have denied righteous­
ness : and angels of punishment ch astise them and there 
do they kindle upon them the fire of their torment. 

Gr. 24. And again behold [two: corruptl women: they hang 
them up by their neck and by their hair; they shall 
cast them into the pit. These are they which plaited 
their hair, not for good (or, not to make them beautiful) 
but t o turn them to fornication, that they mioht 
ensnare the souls of men unto perdition. And the ~en 
that lay with them in fornication shall be hung by 
their Joins in that place of fire; and they shall say one 
to another: We knew not that we should come into 
everlasting punishment. 

Gr. 25. And the murderers and them that have made common 
cause with them shall they cast into the fire, in a place 
full of venomous beasts, and they shall be tormented 
without rest, feeling their pains ; and their worms 
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shall be as many in number as a dark cloud. And the 
angel Ezrael shall bring forth the souls of them that 
have been slain, and they shall behold the torment of 
them that slew them, and say one to another: Righteous­
ness and justice is the judgement of God. For we 
heard, but we believed nc,t, that we should come into 
this place of eternal judgement. 
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And near by this flame shall be a pit, great and Gr. 26. 
very deep, and into it flowetb from above aJI manner 
of ttorment,t foulness, and issue. And women nre 
swallowed up therein up to their necks and tormented 
with gr<'at pain. These are they that have caused their 
children to be born untimely, and have corrupted the 
work of God that created them. Over against them 
shall be another place where sit their children (both] 
alive, and they cry unto God. And flashes (lightnings) Clem. 
go forth from those children and pierce the eyes of them Alex. 
that for fornication's sake have caused their destruction. 

Other men an<l women shall stand above them, Metho. 
naked; and their children stand over against them in dius. 
a place of delight, and sigh and cry unto God because 
of their parents, saying: These are they that have 
despised and cursed and trans;rressed thy command· 
mcnts and delivered us unto death: they have cursed 
the angel that formed us, and have hanged us up, and 
withheld from us (or, begrudged us) the light which 
thou hast given unto all creatures. And the milk of Clem. 
their mothers ftowin~ from their breasts shall congeal, Alex. 
and from it shall come beasts devouring flesh, which 
shall come forth and turn and torment them for ever 
with their husbancl~, because they forsook the com­
mandments of God and slew their children. As for 
their children, they shall be delivered unto the angel 
Temlakos (i. e. a care-taking angel: see above, in the 
Fragments). And they that slew them shall be tormented 
eternally, for God willcth it so. 

Ezrnel the angel of wrath shall bring men and women, Gr. 27. 
the half of th<'ir bodies burning, and cast them into a 
place of darkness, even the hell of men; and a spirit of 
wrath shall chastise them with all manner of torment, 
and a worm that sleepeth not shall devour their entrails: 
and these arc the persecutors and betrayers of my 
righteous ones. 

And beside them that are there, shall be other men G~. 28, 
and women, gnawing their tongues; and they shall 
torment them with red-hot iron and burn their 
eyes. These are they that slander and doubt of my 
righteousness. 
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Gr. 29. Other men and women whose works were done in 
deceitfulness shall have their lips cut off; and fire 
entcr<'th into their mouth and their entrails. These are 
the false witnesses (al. these are they that caused the 
martyrs to die by their lying). 

Gr. 30. And beside them, in a place near at hand, tupon the 
stone shall be a pillar of fire, t and the pillar is sharper 
than swords. Ariel there shall be men and women clad 
in rags and filthy garments, and they shall be cast 
thereon, to suffer the judgement of a torment that 
ceaseth not: these arc they that trusted in their riches, 
and despised the widows and the woman with fatherless 
children ... before God. 

Gr. 31. And into another place hard by, full of filth, do they 
cast men and women up to the knees. These are they 
that lent money and took usury. 

Gr. 32. And other men and women cast themselves down 
from an high pince and return a,i:ain and run, and clevils 
drive them. [These are the worshippers of idols} tand 
they put them to the end of their witst (drive them up 
to the top of the height) and they cast themselves down. 
And thus do they continually, and are tormented for 
ever. These are they which have tcutt their flesh as 
[tapostlest] of a man: and the women that were with 
them ... and these are the men that defiled themselves 
together as women. ('l.'his is very corrupt : but /he sense 
is clear in the Greek.) 

Gr. 33. And [)csirle them (shall be a brazier?) ... and beneath 
them shall the angel Ezrael prepare a place of much 
fire: and all the idols of gold and silver, all idols, the 
work of men's hands, ancl the semblances of images of 
cats and lions, of creeping things and wild beasts, and 
the men and women that have p repared the images 
t hereof, shall be in chains of fire and shall be chastised 
because of their error before the idols, ancl this is their 
judgement for ever. (In the Greek they beat each other 
with rods of fire: and this is belt.er.) 

Gr. 31-. And beside them shall be other men and women, burning 
in t he fire of the judgement, and their torment is ever­
lasting. These are they that have forsaken t he command­
ment of God and followed the (persuasions?) of devils. 

(Pnrt.~ of the.~e tic.'o sections are in the Bodlrian fragment. At 
this 11oint the Akhmim fragment ends. 'l'i1e Ethiopic continues:) 

And there shall be another place, very high (corrupt sentences 
f ollow. Duensing omits them : Grcbaut renders doubtfully: There 
shall be a furnace and a brazier wherein shall burn fire. T he fire 
that shall burn sh1ll come from one end of the brazier). The 
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men and women whose feet slip, shall go rolling down into a 
place where is fear. And again while the fire that is prepared 
floweth, they mount up and fall down again and continue to roll 
down. (2'his suggests a narrow bridge over a stream of fire which 
they keep trying to cross.) Thus shall they be tormented for ever. 
These are they that honoured not their father and mother and 
of their own accord withheld (withdrew) themselves from t hem. 
Therefore shall they be chastised eternally. 

Furth<'rmore the angel Ezrael shall bring children and maidens, 
to show them those that are totmented. They shall be 
chastised with pains, with hanging up('?) and with a multitude 
of wounds which flesh-devouring birds shall inflict upon them. 
These are they that boast themseh•es (trust) in their sins, and 
obey not their parents and follow not the instrndion of their 
fathers, and honour not them that are more aged than they. 

Beside them shall be ~iris clad in darkness for a garment, 
and thcv shall be sore chastised and their flesh shall be torn in 
pieces. -These are they that kept not their virginity until they 
were giwn in marria!!e, and with the:se torments shall they be 
punished, and shall feel them. 

And again, other men and women, gnawing their tongues 
without ceasing, and being tormented with everlasting fire. 
TI1cse arc the sen·ants (slaves) which were not ouN!ient unto 
their masters; and lhis then is their judgement for c\'cr. 

And hard by tliis place of torment ::.!tall be men and women 
dumb and blind, whose raiment is white. They sliall crowd one 
upon another, and fall upon coals of unquenchahlc fire. These 
are they that give alms and say: \Ye are right<'ous before God: 
whereas they have nvt sought after rigl1tcousnc~!;. 

Ezracl the nngel of God tshall brin!,! them forth 011t of this 
fire and establish a judgement of deci:siout. Tlii-; then is their 
judgement. A river of fire shall flow and all t.j111l•~c111eott (they 
thnt arc judged) shall be drnwn down into the middle of the river. 
And Uriel shall set them there. 

And there are wheels of fire, and men and wom<'n hung thereon 
by the stren,gth of the whirling thereof. tAnd they that arc in 
the pit shall burnt: now these are the sorcerers and sorceresses. 
tThose wheels shall be in aJJ decision (judgement, punishment) 
by fire without numbert. 

Thereafter shall the angels bring mine elect and righteous 
which are perfect in all uprightness, and bear them in their 
hands, and clothe them with the raiment of the life that is above. 
They shall see their desire on them that hated them, when he 
punlsheth them, and the torment of every one shall be for ever 
according to his works. 

And all they that are in torment shall say with one voice: 
Have mercy upon us, for now k!low we the jud.gement of God, 
which he declared unto us aforetime, and \Ve believed not. And 
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the anael Tatirokos (Tartaruchus, keeper of hell : a word corre­
spondi;:IJ in formation to Temeluchus) shall come and chastise 
them with yet greater torment, and say unto them: Now do ye 
repent, when it is no longer the time for repentance, and nought 
of life remaineth. And they shall say: Righteous is the judge­
ment of God, for we have heard and perceived that his judgement 
is good; for we are recompensed according to out· deeds. . 

Then will I give unto mine elect and righteous the washmg 
(baptism) and the salvation for which they have besought me, 
in the field of Akrosja (Acherousia, a lake in other writings, e.g. 
Apocalypse of Moses-where the soul of Adam is washed in it: 
see also Paul 22, 23) which is called Aneslasleji (Elysium). 
They shall adorn with flowers the portion of the righteous, and 
I shall go ... l shall rejoice with them. [ will cause the peoples 
to enter in to mine everlasting kingdom, and show them that 
eternal thi11g (life?) whereon I have made them to set their hope, 
even I and my Father which is in heaven. 

I have spoken this unto thee, Peter, and declared it unto thee. 
Go forth therefore and go unto the land (or city) of the west. 
(Duensing omits the ne:vt sentences as unintelligible ; Gribaut and 
N. McLean render thus: and enter into the vinevard which 
I shall tell thee of, in order that by the sickness (sufferings) of 
the Son who is without sin the deeds of corruption may be 
sanctified. As for thee, thou art chosen according to the promise 
which I have given thee. Spread thou therefore my gospel 
throughout all the world in peace. Verily men shall rejoice: 
my words shall be the source of hope and of life, and suddenly 
shall the world be ravished.) 

(We now have the section descriptive of paradise, which in the 
Akhmim text precedes that about hell.) 
Gr. 4. And my Lord Jesus Christ our king said unto me: 

Let us go unto the holy mountain. And his disciples 
Gr. 6. went with him, praying. And behold there were two 
Gr. 7 . men there, and we could not look upon their faces, for 

a light came from them, shining more than the sun, 
and their raiment also was shining, and cannot be 
described, and nothing is sufficient to be compared 
unto them in this world. And the sweetness of them 
. . . that no mouth is able to utter the beauty of their 
appearance (or, the mouth hath not sweetness to express, 
&c.), for their aspect was astonishing and wonderful. 
tAnd the other, great, I sayt (probably: and, in a word, 
I cannot describe it), shineth in his (sic) aspect above 

Gr. 8, 9. crystal. Like the flower of roses is the appearance of the 
colour of bis aspect and of bis body ... his head (al. 

Gr. 10. their head was a marvel). And upon his (their) shoulders 
(evidently something about their hair has dropped out) 
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and on their foreheads was a crown of naTd woven of 
fair flowers. As the rainbow in the water,1 so was 
their hair. And such was the comeliness of their counten-
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ance, adorned with all manner of ornament. And when Gr. n. 
we saw them on a sudden, we marvelled. And I drew Gr. 12. 
near unto the Lord {God) Jesus Christ and said unto 
him: 0 my L ord, who are these? And he said unto Gr. 13. 
me: They are !\loses and Elias. And I said unto him: Gr. 14. 
(\\'here then are) Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and 
the rest of the righteous fathers? And he showed us Gr. 15. 
a great ,:rarden, open, full of fair trees and blessed fruits, 
and of the odoW' of perfumes. The fragrance thereof Gr. 16. 
was pleasant and came even unto us. And thereof 
(al. of that tree) ... saw I much fruit. And my Lord (Gr. 20). 
and God Jesus Christ SQ id unto me: H ast thou seen 
the companies of the fathers ? 

As is their rest, z such also is the honour and the glory of them 
t hat are persecuted for my righteousness' sake. Anci I rejoiced 
and believed (and believed) and understood that which is wTittcn 
in the book of my Lord Jesus Christ. And I said unto him: 
0 my Lord, wilt thou that I make here three tabernacles, one 
for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias? And he said 
unto me in wrath: Satan maketh war against thee, and bath 
veiled thine understanding; and the good things of this world 
prevail against thee. Thine eyes therefore must be opened and 
thine ears unstopped that (thou mayest sec ?) a a tabernacle, 
not made with men's hands, which my he!\venly Father hnth 
made for me and for the elect. And we beheld it and were full 
of gladness. 

And behold, suddenly there came a voice from heaven, saying: 
This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased : (he hath 
kept) my commandments. And then came a great and excee<ling 
white cloud over our heads and bare away our Lord and Moses 
and Elias. And I trembled and was afraid: and we looked up; 
and the heaven opened and we beheld men in the flesh, n.nd they 
came and greeted our Lord and Moses and Elias and went into 
another heaven. And the word of the scripture wn.s fulfilled: 
This is the generation that seeketh him and seeketh the face of the 
God of Jacob. And great fear and commotion was there in heaven, 
and the angels pressed one upon another that the word of the 
scriptW'e might be fulfilled which saith: Open the gates, ye princes. 

Thereafter was the heaven shut, that had been open. 
And we prayed and went down from the mountain, glorifying 

God, which hath written the names of the righteous in heaven 
in the book of life. 

• Probably: in the time of rain. From the LXX of Ezek. i. 28. 
• Here Eth. inserts the clause, • And I rejoiced', &c., rightly removed 

to the next sentence by Duensing. • Or, There is but one tabernacle. 
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There is a great deal more of the Ethiopic text, but it is very 
evidently of later date: the next words are: 

• Peter opened his mouth and said to me: Hearken, my son 
Clement; God created all things for his glory,' and this proposition 
is dwelt upon. The glory of those who duJy praise God is 
described in terms borrowed from the Apocalypse: 'The Son at 
bis coming will raise the dead ... and will make my righteous 
ones shine seven times more than the sun, and will make their 
crowns shine like crystal and like the rainbow in the time of rain, 
( crowns) which are perfumed with nard and cannot be contemplated, 
(adorned) with rubies, with the colour of emeralds shining 
brightly, with topazes, gems, and yellow pearls that shine like 
the stars of heaven, and like the rays of the sun, sparkling, 
which cannot be gazed upon.' Again, of the angels: 'Their faces 
~hine more than the sun; their crowns ore as the rainbow in the 
time of rain. (They are perfumed) with nard. Their eyes shine 
like the morning star. The beauty of their appearance cannot be 
~:xpressed . ... Their raiment is not woven, but white as that of 
the fuller, according as I saw on the mountain whel'e Moses and 
Elias were. Our Lord showed at the transfiguration the apparel 
of the last days, of the day of resurrection, unto Peter, James 
and John the sons of Zebedee, and a bright cloud overshadowed 
1,s, and we heard the voice of the Father saying unto us: T11is 
is my Son whom I love and in whom I am well pleased: hear him. 
And being afraid we forgat all the things of this life and of the 
flesh, and knew not what we said because of the greatness of the 
wonder of that day, and of the mountain whereon he showed us 
the second coming in the kingdom that pa!<scth not away.' 

Next: 'The Father hath committed all judgement unto t.he 
Son.' The destiny of sinners-their eternal doom-is more than 
Peter can endure: he appe.'1.ls to Christ to have pity on them. 

And my Lord answered me and said to me : 'Hast thou under­
stood that which I said unto thee before? It is permitted unto 
thee to know that concerning which thou askcst: but thou 
must not tell that which thou hearest unto the sinners lest they 
transgress the more, and sin.' Peter weeps many hours, and is 
at last consoled by an answer which, though exceedingly diffuse 
and vague, does seem to promise ultimate pardon for all : • My 
Father will give unto them all the life, the glory, and the kingdom 
thnt passeth not away,' ... 'It is because of them that have 
believed in me that I am come. It is also because of them that 
have believed in me, that, at their word, I shall have pity on men.' 
The doctrine that sinners will be saved at last by the prayers of 
the righteous is, rather obscurely, enunciated in the Second Book 
of the Sibylline Oracles (a paraphrase, in this part, of the 
Apocalypse), and in the (Coptic) Apocalypse of Elias (see post). 

Ultimately Peter orders Clement to hide this revelation in 
a box, that foolish men may not see it. 



APOCALYPSE OF PETER 521 

The passage in the Second Book of the Sibylline Oracles which seems 
to point to the ultimate salvation of all sinners will be found in the last 
lines of the translation given below. 

The passage in the Coptic Apocalypse of Elias is guarded and obscure 
in expression, but significant. It begins with a sentence which bas 
a parallel in Pete. 

The righteous will behold the sinners in their punishment, and 
those "ho h.we persecuted them and delivered them up. Then 
will the sinners on their part behold the place of the righteous 
and be partakers of grace. In that dav will that for which the 
(righteous) shall often pray, be granted 'to them. 

That i<i, as I take it, the salvation of sinners will be granted at the 
prayer of the righteous. 

Compare also the Epistle of the Apostles, 4-0: 'the righteous 
are sorry for l he sinners, and p1-ay for theio. , . , And I will 
hearken unto the prayer of the righteous wl,ich they make for 
them.' 

I woulrl add that the author of the Acts of Paul, who (in the Third 
Epistle to the Corinthians and elsewhere) betrays a knowledge of the 
ApoC'alypse of Peter, makes Falconilla, lhe deceased daughter of 
Tr)1>haenA, speak of Thec·la's praying for her that she may be translated 
into lhe place of the righteous ('l'hccla episode, 28). 

l\ly impression is that the maker of the Ethiopic version (or of its 
Arabic parent, or of another anrestor) has designedly omitted or 
slurred over some clauses in the passage beginning: 'Then will I give 
unto mine elect', and that in his very diffuse and obscure appendix to 
the Apocalypse, he has tried to break the dangerous doC'trine of the 
ultimate salvation of sinners genlly to his readers. But when the 
Arabic Ycrsion of the Apocalypse is hefore us in the promised edition 
of Mlll. Griveau and Grebaut, we shall have better means of deciding. 

E 
APPENDIX 

SECOND BOOK OF THE SIBYLLINE ORACLES, 190-338 
It seems worth while to append here a translation of that portion ot 

the Second Book which is most evidently taken from the ApC1ralypse 
of Peter. lt may be remarked that Books I nnd II of the oracles really 
form uut one composition, which is Chrblian and may be assigned to 
some time not cnrly in the second cenlury, or to the third. l\lany 
lines are borrowed from the older books, cspcci:llly III and VIII. 

After saying (I. 187) that Elias will <lescend on earth and do 
three great signs, it proceeds: 
190 Woe unto all them that are found great with child in that 

day, and to them that give suck to infant children, and to 
them that dwell by the sea (the waves). Woe to them that 
shall behold that day. For a dark mist shnll cover the 
boundless world, of the east and west, the south and north 
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And then shall a great river of flaming fire flow from heaven 
and consume all places, t he earth and the great ocean and 
the grey sea, lakes and rivers and fountains, and merciless 

200 Hades and the pole of heaven: but the lights of heaven shall 
melt together in one and into a void (desolate) shape(?). 
For the stars shall all fall from heaven into the sea(?), and 
all souls of men shaJl gnash their teeth as they burn in the 
river of brimstone and the rush of the fire in the blazing 
plain, and ashes shall cover all things. And then shall all 
the elements of the world be laid waste, air , earth, sea, light, 
poles, days and nights, and no more shall the multitudes of 
birds fly in the air nor swimming creatures any more swim 
the sea ; no ship shall sail with its cargo over the waves; 

21 O no straight-going oxen shall plough the tilled land; there 
shall be no more sound of swift winds, but he shall fuse 
all things together into one, and purge them clean. 

214 Now when the immortal angels of the undying God, 
Barakicl, Ramie!, Uriel, Samiel, and Azael,1 knowing all the 
evil deeds that any hath wrought aforetime-then out of the 
misty darkness they shall bring all the souls of men to 
judgement, unto the seat of God the immortal, the great. 

220 For he only is incorruptible, himself the Almighty, who shall 
be the judge of mortal men. And then unto them of the 
underworld shall the heavenly one give their souls and spirit 
and speech; and their bones joined together, with all the 
joint,;, and the flesh and sinews and veins, and skin also over 
the llesh, and hair as before, and the bodies of the dwellers 
upon earth shall be moved and arise in one day, joined 
together in immortal fashion and breathing. 

Then shall the great angel Uriel break the monstrous bars 
framed of unyielding and unbroken adamant, of the brazen 

230 gates of Hades, and cast them down straightway, and bring 
forth to judgement all the sorrowful forms, yea, of the 
ghosts of the ancient Titans, and of the giants, and all whom 
the flood overtook. And all whom the wave of the sea hath 
de~troyed in the waters, and all whom beasts and creeping 
t hings and fowls have feasted on: all these shall he brin" 
to the judgement seat; and again those whom flesh-devouring 
fire hath consumed in the flames, them also shall he gather 
and set before God's seat. 

And when he shall overcome Fate and raise the dead, then 
shall Adonai Sabaoth the high thunderer sit on his heavenly 

240 throne, and set up the great pillar, and Christ himself, the 
undying unto the undying, shall come in the clouds in glory 
with the pure angels, and shall sit on the seat on the right 
of the Great One, judging the life of the godly and the walk 
of ungodly men. 

1 1'hese names are from Enoch. 
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And Moses also the great, the friend of the Most High, 
shall come, clad in flesh, and the great Abraham himself 
shall come, and Isaac and J acob, J esus, Daniel, Elias, 
Ambacum (Habakkuk), and J onas, and they whom the 
Hebrews slew: and all the H ebrews t hat were with (after?) 
J eremias shall be judged at the judgement seat, and he shall 

250 destroy them, that they may receive a due reward and 
expiate all that they did in their mortal life. 

And then shall all men pass through a blazing river and 
unquenchable flame, and the righteous shall be saved whole, 
all of them, but the ungodly shall perish therein unto all 
ages, even as many as wrought evil aforetime, and com­
mitted murders, and all that were pri,·y thereto, liars, 
thieves, deceivers, cruel destroyers of houses, gluttons, 
marriers by stealth, shedders of evil rumours, sorely insolent, 

200 lawless, idolaters : and all that forsook the great immortal 
God and became blasphemers and harmers of the godly, 
breakers of faith and de~troyers of righteous men. And all 
that look with guileful and shameless double faces-reverend 
priests and _deacons-1 and judge unjustly, dealing per­
versely, obeymg false rumours ... more deadly than leopards 
and wolves, and very evil: and all that are high-minded, 
and usurers that heap up in their houses usury out of usury 

270 and injure orphans and widows continually: and tl1cy that 
give alms of unjust gain unto widows and orphans, and they 
that when they give alms of their own toil, reproach them; 
and they that have forsaken their parents in their old age and 
not repaid them at all, nor recompensed them for their 
nurture; yea, and they that have disobeyed and spoken 
hard words against their parents: they also that have 
received pledges and denied them, and servants that have 
turned against their masters; and again they which have 

280 defiled their flesh in lasciviousness, and have loosed the 
girdle of virginity in secret union. and they that make the 
child in the womb miscarry, and that cast out their offsprini:t 
against right: sorcerers also and sorrcresses with these shall 
the wrath of the heavenly and immortal God bring near unto 
the pillar, all round about which the untiring river of fire 
shall flow. And all of them shall the undying angels of the 
immortal everlasting God chastise terribly with flaming 
scourges, and shall bind them fast from above in fiery chains, 

290 bonds unbreakable. And then shall they cast them down in 
the darkness of night into Gehenna amonp the brasts of hell, 
many and frightful, where is darkness without measure. 

And when they have dealt out many torments unto a11 
whose heart was evil, thereafter out of the great river shall 
a wheel of fire encompass them, because they devised wicked 

• Something is lost or corrupt here. 
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woTks. And then shall they lament apart eveTy one from 
another in miseTablc fate, fatheTs and infant children, mothers 
and sucklings weeping, nor shall they be sated with tears, 
nor shall the voice of them that mourn piteously apart be 
heard(?); but faT under dark and squalid Tartarus s~all 
they cry in torment, and in no holy place shall they abide 
and expiate threefold every evil deed that they have done, 
burning in a great flame; and shall gnash their teeth, all of 
them worn out with fierce thirst and hunger (al. force, 
violence), and shall call death lovely and it shall flee from 
them : for no more shall death nor night give them rest, 
and oft-times shall they beseech in vain the Almighty God, 
and then shall be openly turn away his face from them. 
For he hath granted the limit of seven ages for repentance 
unto men that err, by the hand of a pure virgin. 

Dut the residue which have cared for justice and good 
deeds, yea, and godliness and righteous thoughts, shall angels 
bear up and carry through the flaming river unto light, and 
life without care, where is the immortal path of the great 
God; and three fountains, of wine and honey and milk. 
And the earth, common to all, not parted out with walls or 
fences, shall then bring forth of her own accord much fruit, 
and life and wealth shall be common and undistributed. 
For there shall be no poor man, nor rich, nor tyrant, nor 
slave, none grent nor small any longer, no kings, no princes; 
but all men shall be together in common. And no more 
shall any man say 'night is come', nor 'the morrow', 
nor 'it was yesterday'. He maketh no more of daYs, nor of 
spTing, nor ·winter, nor summer, nor autumn, neither mar­
riage, nor death, nor selling, nor buying, nor set of sun, nor 
rising. For God shall make one long day. 

And unto them, the godly, shall the almighty and immortal 
God grant another boon, when they shall ask it of him. He 
shall grant them to save men out of the fierce fire and the 
eternal gnashing of teeth: and this will he do, for he will gather 
them again out of the everlasting flame and remove them 
clsewhither, sending them for the sake of his people unto 
another life eternal and immortal, in the Ely~ian plain 
where aTe the long waves of the Aeherusian lake exhaustlcss 
and deep bosomed. 

Some artless iambic lines of uncertain date are appended here 
which show what was thought or the doctrine : ' 

'Plainly false: for the fire will never cease to torment the damned. 
I indeed could pray that it might be so, who am branded with 
the deepest scars of transgressions which stand in need of utmost 
mercy. But Jet Origen be ashamed of his lying words, who saith 
that there is a term set to the torments.' 
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Epipbanius t ells us that the Caianites or Cainites had fo rged a Look 

full of unspeakable matter in the name of Paul, which was also used 
l>y those who arc called Gnostics, which they call the Anabaticon of 
Paul, basing it on the words of the apostle-that he was taken up into 
t he third heaven. This has left no trace (Heresy, 38. 2). 

St. Aui;tustine laughs at the folly of some who had forged an Apocalypse 
of Paul, full of fables, and pretending to contain the unutterable things 
which the apostle had head. This is, I doubt net, om book. (Aug. 
on Joltn, Tract 98.) Sozomen, in his Ecclesiastical T/istory (vii. 19), 
says: The book now circul~· ted as the Apocalypse of Paul the apost le, 
which none of the ancients e,·cr saw, is commended by most monks; 
but some contend that this book was found in the reign we write of 
(of Theodosius}. For they say that by n Divine manifestation there 
w:\s fouw:l underground at Tarsus of Cilicia, in Pnul's house, a marble 
chest, and that in it was this book. However, when I inquired about 
this, a Cilician, a priest of the church of Tarsus, told me it w:is a lie. 
He was a man whose grey hairs showed him to be of considerable age, 
and he said that no such thing ha<l happened in th2ir city, :ind that he 
wondc~rcd whether the tale (or, the book) had not been made up by 
heretics. 

Sozomen's story is that which appears in our book; and we need 
not doubt that this Apocalypse made its appearance in the last years 
of the fourth century. 

It is condemned in the Gclasian Decree, and is mentioned with 
disapproval by various late church writers. 

Though not an early book, it is made up very largely of early matter; 
and it had an immense vogue, especially in the West. Greek copies 
of it are rare, and the t exts they contain are disfigured by many 
omissions. Of the Eastern versions-Syriac, Coptic, Ethiopic- the 
Syriac is the best. But possibly the full Latin version is superior to 
all other authorities. There are several abridged Latin text~, and 
from these were made the mo.ny versions which were current in almost 
every European language. 

In an earlv canto of the Inferno (ii. 28) Dante mentions the visit of 
the 'Chosen Vessel' to Hell •- an undo111,tcd allusion to tloe Apocalypse. 
And both in the Divine Comedy and in the hundreds of earlier mediaeval 
visions of the next world the inAuence of this llook is percepliblc, 
sometimes faintly, often very plainly inrlecd. 

The reader will soon see for himself that Pmtl is n direct descendant 
of Peter, especially in his descriµlion of Hell-torments.• He w(II also 
sec that the book is very badly put together; and that whvJe episodes, 

1 • Andovvi poi lo Vas d'elezione,' &c. 
2 I have not marked the parallels with P eter: the rcarler cannot 

miss them; but I have adduced passages from Elias and ~ephaniah 
which seem to be the sources of several episodes in Puul. Our texts 
of Elias and Zephaniah are not good; we have tJ·.cm only in Coptic, 
edited by Steindorf!. Note, by the way, that what I (and most others) 
call Zephaniah, Steindorff too cautiously calls an 'anonymous 
Apocalypse'. 
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e.g. the visit to Paradise, are repeated. This means that the author is 
comb:ning different sou rces in a very unintelligent way. 

In the Greek, Latin, and Syriac the book is incomplete: it ends 
abruptly in a speech of Elijah. The Coptic version-only recently 
published-has a long continuation; part of this is, I think, original, 
but it tails of! into matter which cannot be. This conclusion has 
even a third visit to Paradise I I give some particulars of it later. 

The plan of the book is briefly this: 
l, 2. Discovery of the revelation. 
3-6. Appeal of creation to God against man. 

7-10. The report of the angels to God about men. 
11-18. Deaths and judgements of the righteous and the wicked. 
10-30. First vision of Paradise. 
31-44. Hc11. Paul obtains rest on Sunday for the lost. 
45-51. Second vision of Paradise. 
The full Latin version is the basis of my translation: the Greek, 

Syriac, and Coptic are used where the Latin is corrupt. 

Here beginneth the Vision of Saint Paul the Apostle. 
But I will come to visions and revelations of tlte Lord. I knew 

a man in Christ four teen years ago, whether in the bo1y I k"'llow not, 
or whether out of the body I know not-God knoweth-that such an 
one was caught up unto the third heaven : and I knew such a man, 
whether in the body or out of the body I know not- God lmoweth-­
that he was cm,ght up into paradise and heard secret words which 
it is not lawful for men to utter. For such an one will I boast, but 
for myself 1 will boast nothing, save of mine infirmities. 

l At what time was it made manifest ? 1 In the consulate of 
Theodosius A11gustus the younger and Cynegius, a certain honourable 
man then dwelling at 'l'arsus, in the house which had been the house 
of Saint Paul, an angel appeared unto him by night and gave him 
a revelation, saying that he should break up the foundation of the 
house and publish that which he found ; but he thought this to be 
a lying vision. 2 But a third time the angel came, and scourged 
him and compelled him to brealc up the foundation. And he dug, 
and fnund a bo.tJ of marble inscribed upon Ute sides : therein was the 
rc,,1•/nlion of Saint Paul, and his shoes wherein he walked when he 
taught the word of God. But he feared to open that box, and brought 
it to the judge; and the judge took it, sealed as it was with lead, and 
sent it to the emperor Theodosius, fearing that it might be somewhat 
strange ; and the emperor when he received it, opened it and found 
tlie revelation of Saint Paul. A copy thereof he sent to Jerusalem 
and the original he kept with him. (Gr. reverses this: he kept tlie 
copy and sent away the original. It adds: And there was written 
therein as f olloweth.) 

3 Now while I was in the body, wherein I was caught up unto 
the third heaven, the word ot the Lord came unto me, saying : 
Speak unto t h is people: How long will ye transgress, and add 

' Syr. puts the story of the discovery at the end of the book. 
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sin upon sin, and tempt the Lord that made you? 1 Saying t hat 
ye are Abraham's children but doing the works of Satan(soGr.; 
Lat. Ye are the sons of God, doing tlie work of t he devil), walking 
in the confidence of God, boasting in your name only, but being 
poor because of the matter of sin. Remember therefore and know 
that the whole creation is subject unto God, but mankind only 
sinneth. It hath dominion over the whole creation, and sinneth 
more than the whole of nature. 4 For oftentimes hath the sun, 
the ~reat Iioht, appealed unto the Lord, saying: 0 Lord God 
Alnughty, Iiook forth upon the ungodliness and unrighteousness 
of men. Suffer me, and I will do unto them according to my 
power, that they may know that thou art God alone. And there 
came a voice unto it, saying: All these things do I know, for 
mine eye seeth and mine ear heareth, but my long-suffering 
bl'.areth with thP.m until they turn and repent. But if they 
return not unto me, I will judge them all. 5 And sometimes the 
moon and the stars have appealed unto the Lord, saying: 0 Lord 
God Almighty, unto us hast thou given rule over the night; how 
long shall we look upon the ungodliness and fornications and 
murders which the children of men commit? suffer us to do 
unto them according unto our powers, that they may know that 
thou art God alone. And there came a voice unto them, saying: 
I know all these things, and mine eye looketh upon them and 
mine ear heareth, but my long-suffering beareth with them until 
they turn and repent. But if they return not unto me, I will 
judge them. 6 Oftentimes also the sea hath cried out, sayin~: 
0 Lord God Almighty, men have polluted thine holy name m 
me: suffer me and I will arise and cover every wood and tree 
and all the world, till I blot out all the children of men from 
before thy face, that they may know that thou art God alone. 
And again a voice came, saying: I know all, for mine eye seeth 
all things, and mine ear heareth, but my long-suffering bcareth 
with them until they turn and repent. Ilut if they return not, 
I will judge them. 

Sometimes also the waters have appealed against the children 
of men, saying: 0 Lord God Almighty, the children of men have 
all defiled thine holy name. And there came a voice, saying: 
I know all things before they come to pass, for mine eye seeth 
and mine ear heareth all things: but my long-suffering beareth 
with them until they turn. And if not, I will jud11:c. Often also 
hath the earth cried out unto the Lord against the children of 
men, saying: 0 Lord God Almighty, I suffer hurt more than all 

• The Apocalypse of Elias is probably the source here. It begins: 
The word of the Lord came unto me: Son of Man, say unto this 
people: Wherefore do ye heap sin upon sin and provoke God the 
Lord that made you? Love not the world, &c .... After a Jew lines: 
For oftentimes hath the devil desired that the sun should not rise 

,upon the earth, &e. 
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thy creation, bearing the fornications, adulteries, murders, thefts, 
forswearings, sorceries, and witchcrafts of men, and all the evils 
that they do, so that t he father riscth up against the son, and the 
son a~ainst the father, the stranger against the stranger, every 
one to delile his neighbour's wife. The father goeth up upon bis 
son's bed, and the son likewise goeth up upon the couch of his 
father; and with all these evils have they that offer a sacrifice 
unto thy name polluted thine holy place. Therefore do I suffer 
hurt more than the whole creation, and I would not yield mine 
excellence and my fruits unto the children of men. Suffer me 
and I will destroy the excellence of my fruits. And there came 
a voice and sai<l: I know all things, and there is none that can 
hide himself from his sin. And their ungodliness do I know; 
but my holiness suficreth them until they turn and repent. But 
if they return not unto me, I will judge them. 7 Behold then 
ye children of men. The creature is subject unto God ; but 
mankind alone sinneth. 

Therefore, ye children of men, bless ye the Lord God without 
ceasing at all hours and on all days; but especially when the sun 
setteth. For in that hour do all the angels go unto the Lord to 
worship him and to present the deeds of men which every man 
doeth from morning until evening, whether they be good or evil. 
And there is an angel that goeth forth rejoicing from the man 
in whom he dwelleth (and another goeth with a sad counte­
nance, Gr.). 

When therefore the sun is set, at tl1e first hour of the night, in 
the same hour goeth the angel of every people and of every man 
and woman, which protect and keep them, because man is the 
image of God: and likewise at the hour of morning, which is the 
twelfth hour of the night, do all the angels of men and women go 
to meet God and present all the work which every man hath 
wrought , whether good or evil. And every day and night do the 
angels present unto God the account of all the deeds of mankind. 
Unto you, therefore, I say, 0 children of men, bless ye the Lord 
God without ceasing all the days of your life. 

8 At the hour appointed, therefore, all the angels, every one 
rejoieing, come forth before God together to meet him and 
worship him at the hour that is set; tand lo, suddenly at the set 
time t.hi>re was a meeting, t and the angels came to worship in 
the presence of God, and the spirit came forth to meet tl,em, and 
there was a voice, saying: Whence come ye, our angels, bringing 
burdens of news? 9 T hey answered and said : Vvc are come 
from them that have renounced the world for thv holy name's 
sake, wandering as strangers and in the caves of ihe rocks, and 
wecpin,q every hour that they dwell on the earth, a nd hungering 
and thirsting for thy name's sake; with their loins girt, holding 
fn their hands the incens~ of their. heart, and praying and bless­
mg at every hour, suffering anguish and subduing themse)v('s, 
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w~eping and lamenting more than all that dwell on t he earth. 
And we that are their angels do mourn with them; whither 
therefore it pleaseth thee, command us to go and minister tlest 
t hey do otherwise, but the poort more than all that dwell on the 
earth. (The sense required as shown by Gr. is that the ancrels 
ask that these good men may continue in goodness.) And the 
voice of God came unto them, saying: Know ye that from hence­
forth my grace shall be established with you, and mine help, 
which is my dearly beloved Son, shall be with them, ruling them 
at all times; an<l he shall minister unto them and never forsake 
them, for their place is bis habitation. 10 When, then, these 
angels departed, lo, there came other angels to worship in the 
presence of the majesty, to meet therewith, and they were 
weeping. And the spirit of God went forth to meet them, and 
the voice of God came, saying: \Vhence are ye come, our angels, 
bearing burdens, ministers of the news of the world? They 
answered and said in the presence of God: We are come from 
them which have called upon thy name; and the snares of the 
world have made them WTetched, devising many excuses at all 
times, and not making so much as one pure prayer out of their 
whole heart all the time of their life. Wberefore then must we be 
with men that are sinners ? And the voice of God came unto them: 
Ye must minister unto them until they turn and repent ; lmt 
if they return not unto me, I will judge them. 

Know therefore, 0 children of men, that whatsoever is wrought 
by you, the angels tell it unto God, whether it be good or evil. 

11 [Syr. Again, after these things, I saw one of the spiritual 
ones coming unto me, and be caught me up in the spirit, and 
carried me to the third heaven.) 

And the angel answered and said unto me: Follow me, and I 
will show thee the place of the righteous where they are taken 
when they are dead. And thereafter will I take thee to lhe bottom­
less pit a11d show thee the souls of the sinners, into what manner 
of place they are taken when they are dead. 

And I went after the angel, and he took me into heaven, and 
I looked upon the firmament, and saw there the powers; anrl 
there was forgetfulness which deceiveth and draweth unto itself 
the hearts of men, and the spirit of slander and the spirit of 
fornication and t he spirit of wrath and the spirit of insolePce, 
and tl,cre weTe the princes of wickedness. These things saw 
I beneath the firmament of the heaven. 

And again I looked and saw angels without mercy, having no 
pity, whose countenances were full of fury, and their teeth stick­
ina forth out of their mouth: their eyes shone like the morning 
star of the east, and out of the hairs of their head and out of their 
mouth went forth sparks of fire. And I asked the angel, saying: 
Who are these, Lord? And the angel answered and said unto 
me: These are they which are appointed unto the souls of sinners 

870 
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in the hour of necessity, even of them that have not believed that 
thev had the Lord for their helper and have not trusted in him.1 

12 And I looked into the height and beheld other angels whose 
fares shone like the sun, and their loins were girt with golden 
girdles, holding palms in their hands, and the sign of God, clad in 
raiment whereon was written the name of the Son of God, full of 
all gentleness and mercy. And I asked the angel and said: Who 
are these, Lord, that are of so great beauty and compassion? 
And the angel answered and said unto me: These are the angels 
of ri..,hteousness that are sent to bring the souls of the righteous 
in t1fe hour of necessity, even them that have believed that they 
bad the Lord for their helper. And I said unto him: Do the 
ri.Qhtcous and the sinners of necessity meet [witnesses] when they 
are <lend? 2 And the angel answered and said unto me: '!'he way 
whereby all pass unto God is one: but the righteous having an 
holy helper with them are not troubled when they go to appear 
in the presence of God. 

13 And I said unto the angel: I would see the souls of the 
righteous and of the sinners as they depart out of the world. 
And the angel answered and said unto me: Look down upon the 
earth. And I looked down from heaven upon the earth and 
beheld the whole world, and it was as nothing in my sight; and 
I saw the children of men as though they were nought, and 
failing utterly; 3 and I marvelled, and said unto the angel: Is 
this the greatness of men ? And the angel answered and said 
unto me: This it is, and these are they that do hurt from morning 
until evening. And I looked, and saw a great cloud of fire spread 
over the whole world, and said unto t he angel: What is this, 
Lord? And he said to me: This is the unrighteousness that is 
mingled thy the princes of sinnerst (Gr. mingled with the 
destruction of sinners; Syr. mingled with the prayers of the 
sons of men). 

' i\ pocalypse of Zephaniah (Steindorff's 'anonymous Apocalypse'): 
I went with the angel of the Lord and looked before me and saw a 
place through which passed thousand thousands and myriads of 
myriads of angels, whose faces were as of panthers, and their teeth 
stuck forth out of their mouth, and their eyes were blood,;hot, and their 
hair loose like women's hair, and burning scourges were in their hands. 
(I feared and asked: Who are these? The angel answered :) These are 
the ministers of the whole creation, which come unto the souls of the 
ungodly and take them and lay them down here: they Hy three days 
with them in the air before they take them and cast them into their 
everlasting torment. 

• Probably the sense was: l\Iust the righteous meet the sinners, or 
their dreadful angels? 

• Apocalypse of Zephaniah: I saw the whole earth ... beneath, 
like a drop of water (upon a bucket) that cometh up out of the well. 
Our fragmentary text of the Apocalypse apparently begins with 
a description of the death of a righteous man. 
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14 And I when I beard that sighed and wept, and said unto the 
angel: I would wait for the souls of the righteous and of the 
sinners, and see in what fashion they depart out of the body. 
And the angel answered and said unto me: Look again upon the 
earth. And I looked and saw the whole world: and men were as 
nought, and failing utterly; and I looked and saw a certain man 
about to die; and the angel said to me: He whom thou seest is 
r ighteous. And again I looked and saw all his works that he 
ha,l done for the name of God, and all his desires which he remem­
bered and whieh he remembered not, all of them stood before 
his face in the hour of necessity. And I saw that the righteous 
man ha<l grown in righteousnl'~S, and found rest and confidence: 
and before he departed out of the world there stood by him holy 
angels, and also evil ones: and I saw them all; but the e,·il ones 
found no abode in him, but the holy ones had power oYer his 
soul and ruled it until it went out of the body. And t hey stirred 
up the soul, saying: 0 soul, take knowledge of thy body whence 
t hou art come out; for thou must needs return into the same 
body at the day of resu1Tection. to receive that which i~ promised 
unto all the righteous. They received therefore the souJ out of 
the body, and straightway kissed it as one daily known of them, 
sayinl,! unto it: Ile of good courage, for thou ltast done the wi~I 
of God while thou abo<lest on the earth. And there came to meet 
it. the angel that watched it day by <lay, and he said unto it: 
Be of good courage, 0 soul: for I rejoice in thee because thou 
hast done the will of God on the earth; for I told unto God all 
thy works, how they stood. Likewise also the spirit came forth 
to meet it and said: 0 soul, fear not, neither be troubled, until 
thou come unto a place which thou never knewcst; but I will 
be thine helper, for I have found in thee a place of refreshment 
in the time when I dwelt in thee, when I was (thou wast"?) on the 
earth. And the spirit [thereof) stren/!thened it, aud the angrl 
thereof took it up and carried it int<> the heaven. -rAn<l the 
angel saidt (Syr. And there went out to meet it wicked powers, 
those that are under heaven. And there reached it. the spirit of 
error, and said): Whither run nest thou. 0 soul, and pi-csumest to 
enter heaven? stay and let us see if tl1ere be aught of ours in 
t hee. And lo! we have found notllin~ in thee. I behold also 
the help of God, and thine angel; and the spirit rcjoiceth with 
thee because thou didst U1e will of God upon earth. (Syr. has 
more here. There is a conflict between the good and evil angels. 
The spirit of error first laments. Then the spirit of the trmpter 
and of fornication meet it and it escapes, and they lament. 
AU the principalities and evil spirits come to meet it and find 
n othing, and gnash their teeth. The guardian angel bids them 
go back, 'Ye t empted this soul and it would not listen to you '. 
And the voice of many angels is heard rejoicing over the souJ. 
Probably this is original matter.) And they brought it until it 
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did worship in the presence of God. And when they (it?) had 
ceased, forthwith Michael and all the host of the angels fell and 
worshipped the footstool of his feet and his gates, a nd said together 
unto the soul: This is the God of all, which made thee in his 
image and likeness. And the angel returned and declared, saying: 
Lord, remember his works; for this is the soul whereof I did report 
the works unto thee, Lord, doing according to thy judgement. 
And likewise the spirit said: I am the spirit of quickening that 
breathed upon it; for I had refreshment in it in the time when 
I dwelt therein, doin~ according to thy judgement. And the 
voice of God came, say mg: Like as this soul hath not grieved me, 
neither will I grieve it, for like as it hath had mercy, I also will 
have mercy. Let it be delivered therefore unto Michael the 
angel of the covenant, and let him lead it into the paradise of 
rejoicing that it become fellow-heir with all the saints. And 
thereafter I heard the voices of thousands of thousands of angels 
and archangels and the cherubim and the four-and-twenty elders 
uttering hymns and glorifying the Lord and crying: Righteous 
a rt thou, 0 Lord, and just are thy judgements, and there is no 
respect of persons with thee, but thou rewardest every man 
according to thy judgement. And the angel answered and said 
unto me: Hast thou believed and known that whatsoever every 
one of you hath done, he beholdeth it at the hour of his necessity? 
And I said: Yea, L ord. 

15 And he said unto me: Look down again upon the earth 
and wait for the soul of a wicked man going forth of the body, 
one that hath provoked the Lord day and night, saying: I know 
nought else in this world, I will eat and drink and enjoy the things 
that are in the world. For who is he that bath gone down into 
hell and come up and told us that there is a judgement there? 
And again I looked and saw all the despising of the sinner, and all 
that he did, and they stood together before him in the hour of 
necessity: and it came to pass in that hour when he was led out 
of his body to the judgement, that he (MS. I) said: It were 
better for me (MS. him) that I (he) had not been born. And after 
that the holy angels and the evil and the soul of the sinner came 
together, and the holy angels found no place in it. But the evil 
angels threatened (had power over) it, and when they brought it 
forth out of the body, the angels admonished it thrice, saying: 
0 wretched soul, look upon thy flesh whence thou art come out; 
for thou must needs return into thy flesh at the day of resurrection 
to receive the due reward for thy sins and for thy wickedness. 
16 And when they had brought it forth, the accustomed (i.e. 
guardian) angel went before it 1 and said unto it: 0 miserable 
soul, I am the angel that clave unto thee and day by day reported 
unto the Lord thine evil deeds, whatsoever thou wroughtest by 
night or day; and if it had been in my power I would not have 

1 Here the Coptic version begins. 
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ministered unto thee even one day; but of this I could do 
n otbing, for God is merciful and a just judge, and he commanded 
us not to cease ministering unto your soul till ye should repent: 
b ut thou hast lost the time of repentance. I indeed am become 
a stranger unto thee and thou to me. Let us go then unto the 
just judge: I will not leave thee until I know that from this 
day I am become a stranger unto thee. (Here Copt. inserts a 
quite similar speech of the spirit to the soul, which may be 
original.) And the spirit confounded it, and the angel troubled 
it. \,Vhen therefore they were come unto the principalities, and 
it would now go to enter into heaven, one burden (labour, suffer­
ing) was laid upon it after another : 1 error and forgetfulness and 
whispering met it, and the spirit of fornication and the rest of 
the powers, and said unto it: Whither goest t hou, wretched soul, 
and darest to run forward into heaven? Stay, that we may sec 
whether we have prop<:rty of ours in thee, for we see not with 
thee an holy helper. (Syr. adds: And the angel answered and 
said: Know ye that it is a soul of the Lord, and he will not cast 
it aside, neither will I surrender the image of God into the hand 
of the wicked one. The Lord supported me all the days of t he 
life of the soul, and he can support and help me: and I will not 
cast it off until it go up before the throne of God on high. When 
he shall see it, he hath power over it, and will send it whither he 
pleases.) And after that I heard voices in the height of the 
heavens, saying: Present this miserable soul unto God, that it 
may know that there is a God, whom it hath despised. When 
t herefore it was entered into the heaven, all the angels, even 
t housands of thousands, saw it, and all cried out with one voice, 
saying: Woe unto thee, miserable soul, for thy works which 
t hou diddest upon the earth; what answer wilt thou make unto 
God when thou drawest near to wor;,hip him? 'fhe angel which 
was with it answered and said: Weep with me, 111,v dearly 
beloved, for I have found no rest in this soul. And the angels 
answered him and said: Let this soul be taken away out of our 
midst, for since it came in, t he stench of it is passed upon us the 
angels. And thereafter it was presented, to worship in the 
presence of God; and the angel showed it the Lord God that. 
made it after his own image and likeness. And its angel ran 
before it, saying: 0 Lord God Almighty, I am the angel of this 
soul, whose works I presented unto thee day and ni~ht, not 
doing according to thy judgement. And likewise the spirit snid: 
I am the spirit which dwelt in it ever since it was ma<le, and 
I know it in itself, and it followed not my will: judf!e it, Lord, 
according to thy judgement. And the voice of God came unto 
it and said : Where is thy fruit that thou hast yielded, worthy 
of those good things which thou hast recch:ed? did I put a 

1 Here Copt. has a long description of the powers of darkness which 
is certainly not original. 
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distance even of a day between thee and the righteous? did I not 
make the sun to rise upon thee even as upon the righteous ? And 
it was silent, having nothing to answer; and again the voice 
came, saying: Just is the judgement of God, and th~re is no 
respe<'t of persons with God, for whosoever hath done his mercy, 
he will have mercy on him, and whoso hath not had mercy, neither 
shall God hnve mercy on him. Let him therefore be delivered 
unto the angel Tnrtaruchus (Gr. Tcmcluchus) that is set over 
the torments, and let him cast him into the outer da1·kness, 
where is weeping and gnashing of teeth, and let him be there 
until the gr<'at day of ju<lgcment. And after that I heard the 
voice or the angels and :nchangels saying: Righteous art thou, 
0 Lord, and just is thy judgement. 

17 And ,1gain I beheld, and lo, a soul which was brought by 
two angels, weeping and saying: Have mercy on me, thou 
righteous God, 0 God the judge; for to-day it is seven days 
since I went fol'th out of my body, and I was delivered unto these 
two angels, and they have brought me unto those places which 
I had never seen. And God the righteous judge said unto it: 
What hast thou done? for thou hast never wrought mercy; 
H1erefore wast thou delivered unto such angels, which have no 
mercy, and beca11!<e thou hast not done right, therefore neither 
have they dealt pitifully with thee in the hour of thy necessity. 
Confess therefore thy sins which thou hast committed when 
thou wert in the world. And it answered and said: Lord. I have 
not sinned. And the righteous Lord God was wroth with 
indignation when it snid: I have not sinned; for it lied. And 
God said: Thinke,;t thou that thon art yet in the world? If 
every one of you there when he sinneth, hideth and concealeth 
his sin from his neighbour, yet here no thing is hidden, for when 
the souls come to worship before the throne, both the good works 
an<l the sins of every one are made manifest. And when the 
soul heard that, it held its peace, having no answer. And I heard 
the Lord God, the righteous judge, saying again: Come, thou 
angel of this soul, and stand in the midst. And the angel of the 
sinful soul came, having a writing in his hands, and said: 'l'hese, 
Lor<!, that are in mine hands, are all the sins of this soul from its 
youth up unto this day, even from ten years from its birth: and 
if thou bid me, J,ord, I can tell the acts thereof since it began 
to be fifteen years old.1 And the Lord God the riohteous judoe 
said: I say unto thee, 0 angel, I desire not of the~ the acco~t 
since it began to be fifteen years old: but declare its sins of 
five years before that it died and came hither. And again God 

' Apocalypse. of Zephaniah: ~ lo?ked and saw that a writing (the 
same word. chirographum) was in lus hand: he began to open it, and 
when he had spread it out I read it iu mine own language, and I found 
all my sins that I had committed, recorded by him, even those which 
I had committed from my childhood up unto this day. 
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the r ighteous judge said: For by myself I swear, nnd by mine 
holy angels and by my power, that if it had repented five years 
before it died, even for the walk (conversation) of one year. there 
should be forgetfulness of all the evil which it committed before, 
and it should have pardon and remission of sins: but now let 
it perish. And the angel of the sinful soul answered and said: 
Command. L ord, that (such and such an) angel to bring forth 
those (such and such) souls. 18 And in that same hour the souls 
were brought forth into the midst, and the soul of the sinner 
knew them. And the Lord said unto the soul of the sinner: 
I say unto thee, 0 soul, confess thy deeds which thou didst upon 
these souls whom thou seest, when they were in the world. And 
it answered and said: Lord, it is not yet a full year since I slew 
this one and shed its blood upon the earth, and with another 
I committed fornication; and not that only, but I did it much 
harm by taking away its substance. And the Lord God the 
righteous judge said: J{newcst thou not that he that doth 
violence to another, if he that suffered violence die first, he is 
kept in this place until he that hurt him dieth, and then do both 
of them appear before the jud,!!e? and now hath every one 
received according as he did. And I beard a voice saying: Let 
that soul be delivered into the hands of Tartaruchus,1 and he 
must be taken down into he11. Let him take him into the lower 
prison and let him be cast into torments and be left there until 
the f!Teat day of judgement. And again I heard thousands of 
thousands of angels sin,!ring an hymn unto the Lord and saying: 
Righteous art thou, 0 Lord, and just are thy judgements. 

19 The angel answered and said unto me: Ha~t thou perceived 
all these things? And I said: Yea, Lord. And he said unto 
me: Follow me again, and I will take thee and show thee the 
places of the righteous. And I followed the angel aml he took 
me up unto the third heaven and set me IJcfore the door of a 
gate; and I looked on it and saw, and t !Jc gate was of !!OIi!, and 
there were two pillars of ~old full of golden letters; and the angel 
turned again to me and said: Illesscd art tlwu if thou entercst in 
by these gates, for it is not permitted to any to enter save ouly 
to those that have kept goodness and pmencss of tl1eir Loclics in 
all things. And I asked the angel and said: Loni, tell me for 
what cause al'e these letters set upon these tables? The angel 
answered and said unto me: These are the names of the ri!.d1tcous 
that minister unto God with their whole hcal't, which dwell on 
the earth. And again I said: Lord, then are their names 
(written while they are yet on the earth? And he said: Not 
only are thei r names written, but)2 also their countenance and 
t he likeness of them that serve God is in heaven, and they are 

• So Gr.: Lat. (Syr.), Tartarus; Copt., Temcluchus. 
• Omitted in Latin by homoeotelcuton: supplied from Coptic;. 

Syriac amplifies. 
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known unto the angels: for they know them that with their 
whole heart serve God before they depart out of the world. 

20 And when I had entered within the gate of paradise there 
came to meet me an old man whose face shone like the sun, and 
he embraced me and said: Hail, Paul, dearly beloved of God. 
And he kissed me with a joyful countenance, but he wept, and 
I said unto him: Father (Lat. Brother), why weepest thou? 
And again sighing and weeping he said: Because we are vexed 
by men, and they grieve us sore; for many are _the goo? things 
which the Lord hath prepared, and great are his promises, but 
many receive them not. And I asked the angel and said: Who 
is this, Lord? And he said unto me: This is Enoch the scribe of 
righteousness. 

And I entered within that place and straightway I sa\V Elias,1 

and he came and salul.ed me witu gladuess and joy. And when 
he bad seen me, he turned himself away and wept and said unto 
me: Paul, mayest thou receive the reward of thy labour which 
thou hast done among manldnd. As for me, I have seen great 
and manifold good things which God hath prepared for all the 
righteous, and great are the promises of God, but the more part 
receive them not ; yea hardly through much toil doth one and 
another enter into these places. 

21 And the angel answered and said unto me: What things 
soever I now show thee here, and whatsoever thou hearest, 
reveal them not unto any upon earth. And he led me and 
showed me: and I heard there words which it is not lawful for 
a man to utter; and again he said: Yet again follow me and 
I will show thee that which thou must relate and tell openly. 

And he brought me down from the third heaven, and led me 
into the second heaven, and again he led me to the firmament, 
and from the firmament he led me unto the gates of heaven. 
And the beginning of the foundation thereof was upon the river 
that watereth all the earth. And I asked the angel and said: 
Lord, what is this river of water? and he said unto me: This is 
the Ocean. And suddenly I came out of heaven, and perceived 
that it is the light of the heaven that shineth upon all the earth 
(or, all that land). And there the earth (or, land) was seven times 
brighter than silver. And I said: Lord, what is this place? 
and he said unto me: This is the land of promise. Hast thou 
not yet heard that which is written: Blessed are the meek, for 
they shall inherit the earth? The souls therefore of the righteous 
when they are gone forth of the body are sent for the time into 
this place. And I said unto the angel: Shall then this land be 
made manifest after (Lat. before) a time? The angel answered 
and said unto me: When Christ whom thou preachest cometh to 
reign, then by the decree of God the first earth shall be dissolved, 

• Lat. has 'the sun', from confusing Helias with Helios. Gr. omits 
the paragraph. 
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and then shall this land of promise be sho"'n and it shall be 
like dew or a cloud; and then shall the Lord Jesus Christ the 
eternal kin~ be manifested and shall come with all his saints to 
dwell therein; and he shall reign over them a thousand years, 
and they shall eat of the good things which now I will show thee. 

22 And I looked round about that land and saw a river flowing 
with milk and honey. And there were at the brink of the river 
trees planted, full of fruits: now every tree bare twelve fruits 
in the year, and they had various and divers fruits: and I saw 
the fashion (creation) of that place and all the work of God, and 
there I saw palm-trees of twenty cubits and others of ten cubits: 
and that land was seven times brighter than silver. And the 
trees were full of fruits from the root even to the upper branches. 
(L<lt. i:; confused here. Copt. has: From the root of each tree 
up to its heart there were ten thousand branches with tens of 
thousands of clusters, [and there were ten thousand clusters on 
each branch,] and there were ten thousand dates in each cluster. 
And thus was it also with the vines. Every vine had ten 
thousand branches, and each branch had upon it ten thousand 
bunches of grapes, and every bunch had on it ten thousand 
grapes. And there were other trees there, myriads of myriads 
of them, and their fruit was in the same proportion.) And I said 
unto the angel: ,Vherefore doth every tree bring forth thousands 
of fruits? The angel answered and said unto me: Because the 
Lord God of his bounty giveth his gifts in abundance unto the 
worthy; for they also of their own will afflicted themselves 
when they were in the world, doing all things for his holy name's 
sake. 

And again I said unto the angel: Lord, are these the only 
promises which the most holy Lord God promiseth? and he 
answered and said unto me: No; for there are greater by seven 
times than these. But I say unto thee. that when the righteous 
are gone forth out of the body and shall sec the promises and the 
good things which God hath prepared for them, yet again they 
shaU sigh and cry, saying: Wherefore did we utter a word out 
of our mouth to provoke our neighbour even for a day? And 
I asked again and said: Be these the only promises of God? 
And the angel answered and said unto me: These which now thou 
seest are for them that are married and keep the purity of their 
marriage, being continent. But unto the virgins, and unto 
them that hunger and thirst after righteousness and afflict 
themselves for the name of the Lord, God will give things seven­
fold greater than these, which now I will show thee. 

And after that he took me out of that place where I saw these 
things, and lo, a river, and the waters of it were white exceedingly, 
more than milk ; and I said unto the angel: What is this? and 
he said to me: This is the lake Acherusa where is the city of 
Christ: but not every man is suffered to enter into that city: 
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for this is the way that lcadeth unto God, and if any be a forni• 
cator or ungodly, and turn and repent and bear fruits meet for 
repentance, first when he cometh out of the body he is brought 
and worshippeth God, and then by the commandment of the Lord 
he is delivered unto Michael the angel, and he washeth him in 
the lake Acherusa and so bringeth him in to the city of Christ 
with them that have done no sin. And I marvelled and blessed 
the Lord God for all the things which I saw. 

23 And the angel answered and said unto me: Follow me, 
and I will bring thee into the city of Christ. And he stood by 
(upon) the lake Achcrnsa, and set me in a golden ship,1 and angels 
as it were three thousand sang an hymn before me until I came 
even unto the city of Christ. And they that dwelt in the city of 
Christ r<'joiced greatly over me a~ I came . unto them, and 
I entered in and saw the city of Christ. And 1t was all of gold, 
and twelve walls compassed it about, and there were twelve 
towers within (a tower on each wall, Copt.; 12,000 towers, Syr.), 
aud every wall had a furlong between them (i. e. the walls were 
a furlong apart, so Syr. ; Copt. the circumference of each was 
100 furlongs) round about; and I said unto the angel: Lord, 
how muC'h is one furlong? The angel answered and said unto me: 
It is as much as there is betwixt the Lord God and the men that 
are on the earth, for the great city of Christ is alone. 2 And 
there were twelve gates in the circuit of the city, of great beanty, 
and four rivers that compassed it about. There was a river of 
honey, and a river of milk, and a river of wine, and n river of oil. 
And I said unto the angel: \Vhat arc these rivers that compass 
this city about? And he saith to me: These are the four rh·ers 
wl1ich flow abundanlly for them that are in this land of promise, 
whereof the names are these: the river of honey is ca.lied Phison, 
and the river of milk Euphrates, and the river of oil Geon, and 
the river of wine Tigris. \Vhereas therefore when the righteous 
were in the world they used not their power over these things, 
but hungered and afflicted themselves for the Lord God's sake, 
therefore when they enter into this city, the Lord will give them 
these things without number(?) and without all measure. 

21, Ancl. I when I entered in by the gate saw before the doors 
of the city trees great and high, having no fruits, but leaves only. 
And I saw a few men scattered about in the midst of the trees, 
and they mourned sore when they saw any man enter into the 
city. And those trees did penance for them, humbling themselves 
and bowing down, and again raising themselves up. 

And I beheld it and wept with them, and I asked the angel 
1 Apocalypse of Zephaniah (beginning of the second fragment): 

They took me 1,y the hand and lifted me up into that ship and ucgan 
to sing before me, even thousand thousands and myriads of myriads 
of angels. 

• Not in Syr. or Copl. 
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and said: Lord, who are these that are not permitted to enter 
into the city of Christ ? And he said unto me: These are they 
that clirl earnestly renounce the world day and night with fasting, 
but had an heart proud above other men, glorifying and praising 
themselves, and doing nought for their ncigl,bours. l<'or some 
the:-· greete<l friendly, but uuto others the:'' said not even 'Hail ', 
and unto whom they would they opt•ned, and if they did any 
small thing for their neighbour they were puffed up. And I said: 
V\'hat then. Lord? their pride hath prevented them from entering 
into tlit> city of Chrbt ·? And the angel answered and said unto 
me: The root of all c, ils is pride. A re they bet tt.'r than the Son 
of God who came unto the Jews in great humility·? And I asked 
him and said: "·hcrefore is it then thnt the trees huml>lc them­
selves and arc a,gain rai,;cd up ·1 And lhc angel answel'ed and said 
unto me: All the time that these spent upon earth (Of old time 
they were on th" earl h, Copl.) S<'n in:z God (tl,ey scrvcrl God): 
but bct·:i use of the ,)1:ime an<I rcpron,·hes of men the~· were 
ashamed (did blush) for a time and huml>led themseh·es; l>ut they 
were not grieYcd, neither did repent. to cease from lhis pride that 
was in tlwm (and one day they bowed themselves bccauc;c of the 
dis~racc of man, for they cannot endure the pride that is in him, 
Copt.). Tltis is the cnuse why lhe trees humble thcmsclYCs and 
again are raist'<I up. And I a~kt·d and snul: For what cause are 
they Jet in unto the gates of the city? The angel answered and 
snid unto me: Because of the great .a-oodncss of God, and hcrnusc 
this is the entry of all his saints wliid1 do enter into this city. 
Therefore are they left in this place, that when Christ the ekrnal 
king entereth in with his snints, when he cometh in, all the 
righteous shall entreat for them; and then shall they enter into 
the city with them: yet none of them is able to have conliclence 
such as they have that have huml>led themselves, serving the 
Lord God all their life long. 

25 But I went forward and the angel led me and brouglit me 
unto the river of honey, and I saw there Esaias and Jeremi:1s and 
Ezekiel and Amos and l\Iicheas and Zacharias, even the prophets 
lesser and weater, and they greeted me in the city. I said unto 
the angel: \Vhat is this path? and he said unto me: This is the 
path of the prophets: every one that hath grieved his soul and 
not done his own will for God's sake, when he is departed out of 
the world and hath been brought unto the Lord God and wor­
shipped him, then by the commandment of Cod he is delivered 
unto l\Iichael, and he bringeth him into the city unto this place 
of the prophets, and they greet him as their friend and neighbour, 
because he hath performed the will of God. 

26 Again he led me where was the river of milk, and I saw in 
that place all the children whom the king Herod slew for the name 
of Christ, and they greeted me, and the angel said unto me: 
All they that keep chastity in cleanness, when they are gone out 
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of the body, after they worship the Lord God, are delivered unto 
Michael and brought unto the children: and they greet them, 
saying: They are our brothers and friends and members: among 
them shall they inherit the promises of God. 

27 Acrnin he took me and brought me to the north side of the 
citv, and led me to where was the river of wine; a nd I saw there 
Abrahnm, Isaac, and Jacob, Lot and J ob and other saints,1 and 
t hey greeted me. And I asked and said: What is this place, Lord? 
T he angel answered and said unto me: All they that are enter­
tainers of strangers, when they are departed out of the world, 
first worship the Lord God, and then are delivered unto Michael 
and brought by this path into the city, and all the righteous 
greet him as a son and brother, and say unto him: Because thou 
hast kept kindliness ancl the entertainment of strangers, come 
thou and have an inheritance in the city of our Lord God. Every 
one of the righteous shall receive the good things of God in the 
city accorcling to his deeds. 

28 And again he took me to the river of oil on the east side of 
the city. And I saw there men rejoicing and singing psalms, 
and said: Who are these, Lord? and the angel said unto me: 
These ere they that have devoted themselves unto God ,vith 
their whole lira.rt, and had in them no pride. For all that rejoice 
in the Lord God and sing praises to the Lord with their whole 
heart are brought h ere into this city. 

29 And he took me into the midst of the city, by the twelve 
walls (to the twelfth wall, Copt.). Now there was in that place 
an hiirhcr wall; and I asked and said: Is there in the city of 
Christ a wall more excellent in honour than this place? And 
the angel answered and said unto me: The second is better than 
the first, and likewise the third than the second; for one excclleth 
the other even unto the twelfth wall. And I said: V{herefore, 
Lord. doth one excel another in glory? show me. And the angel 
answere<l and said unto me: All they that have in them even 
a little slandering or envy or pride, somewhat is taken away from 
his glory, even if he be in the city of Christ. Look thou behind 
thee. 

And I turned myself and saw golden thrones set at the several 
~ates, and upon them men having golden crowns and jewels: and 
I looked and saw within among the twelve men, thrones set in 
another order (row, fashion?), which appeared of much glory 
so that no man is able to declare the praise of them. And I asked 
the angel and said: Lord, who is upon the throne? And the 
angel answered and said unto me: These are the thrones of them 
t hat had goodness and understanding of heart and yet made 
themselves foolish for the Lord God's sake, knowing neither the 

' Apocalypse of Zephaniah: (The angel) ran unto all the righteous 
that are there, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Enoch, Elias, and David. He 
conversed with them as a friend with a friend, who talk together. 
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Scriptures nor many psalms, but keeping in mind one chapter of 
t he precepts of God they performed it with great dili{{ence, and 
had a r ight intent before the Lord God; and for tnese great 
wonder shall take hold upon all t he saints before the Lord God, 
who shall speak one with another, saying: Stay and behold the 
unlearned that know nothing [more], how they have earned such 
and so fair raiment and so great glory because of their i nnocency. 

And I saw in the midst of the city an altar exceeding high. 
And there was one standing by the altar whose visage shone like 
the sun, and he held in his hands a psaltery and an harp and sang 
praises, saying: Alleluia. And his voice filled all the city. And 
when all that were upon the towers and the gates heard him, they 
answered: Alleluia, so that the foundations of the city were 
shaken. And I asked the angel and said: '\'\'ho is this, Lord, 
that is of so great might? And the angel said unto me: This 
is David. This is the city of Jerusalem; and when Christ the 
king of eternity shall come in the fullness (confidence, freedom) 
of his kingdom, he shall again go before him to sing praises, and 
all the righteous together shall sing praises, answering: Alleluia. 
And I said: Lord, how is it that David only above the rest of 
t he saints maketh (made} the beginning of singing praises? And 
t he angel answered and said unto me: When (or, because} Christ 
the Son of God sitteth on the right hand of his Father, this David 
shall sing praises before him in the seventh heaven: and as it is 
done in the heavens, so likewise is it below: for without David 
it is not lawful to offer a sacrifice unto God: but it must needs 
be that David sing praises at the hour of the offering of the body 
and blood of Christ: as it is performed in heaven, so also is it 
upon earth. 30 And I said unto the angel: Lord, what is 
Alleluia? And the angel answered and said unto me: Thou dost 
examine and inquire of all things. And he said unto me: Alleluia 
is spoken in the Hebrew, that is the speech of God and of the 
angels: now the interpretation of Alleluia is this: terel . cat . 
marith . macha (Gr. thebel marematha). And I said: Lord, what 
is tecel cat marith macha? And the angel answered and said unto 
me: This is tecei cat marith macha: Let us bless him all together. 
I asked the angel and said: Lord, do all they that say Alleluia 
bless God? And the angel answered and said unto me: So it is: 
and again, if any sing Alleluia, and they that arc present sing not 
with him, they commit sin in that they sing not with him. And 
I said: Lord, doth a man likewise sin if he be doting or very 
a"ed? The angel answered and said unto me: Not so: but he 
that is able, and singeth not with him, know ye that such a one 
is a despiser of the word, for it would be proud and unworthy 
that be should not bless t he Lord God his creator. 

31 And when he had ceased speaking unto me, he led me out 
without the city through t he midst of the trees and back from 
the place of the land of good t hings (or, men} and set me at the 
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river of milk and honey: and after that he led me unto the 
ocean that beareth the foundations of the heaven. 

The angel answered and sai<l unto me: Perceivest thou that 
thou goest hence? And I said: Yea, Lord. And he said unto 
me: Come, follow me, and I will show thee the souls of the un­
godly and the sinners, that thou mayest know what manner of 
place they have. And I went with the angel and he took me by 
the way of the sunsetting, and I saw the bci"inning of the heaven, 
founded upon a great river of water, and asked: What is this 
river of water? And he said unto me: This is the ocean which 
compasseth the whole earth about. And when I was come 
be~·ond (to the outside of) the ocean, I looked and there was no 
l ight in that place, but darkness and sorrow and sadness: and 
I sighed.1 

A11<l I saw there a river of fire burning with heat, and in it was 
a multitude of men and women sunk up to the knees, and other 
men up to the navel; others also up to the lips and others up to 
the hair: and I asked the angel and said: Lord, who are these 
in the river of fire? And the angel answered and said unto me: 
They are neither hot nor cold,1 for they were not found either in 
the number of the righteous or in the number of the wicked ; for 
they passed the tirne of their life upon the earth, spending some 
days in prayer, but other days in sins and fomications, until 
their cleath. And I asked and said: Who are these, Lord, that 
are sunk up to their knees in the fire? He answered and said 
unto me: These are they which when they are come out of the 
church ocC'upy themselves in disputing with idle (alien) talk. 
Ilut these that arc sunk up to the navel are they who, when they 
have received the body and blood of Christ, go and commit 
fornication, and did not ccnse from their sins until they died; 
and the~· that are sunk up to their lips are they that slandered 
one another when they gathered in the church of God ; but they 
that are sunk up to the eyebrows are they that beckon one to 
another, and pri\'ily devise evil against their neighbours. 

32 And I saw on the north side a place of sundry and diverse 
t orments, full of men and women, and a river of fire flowed down 
upon them. And l beheld and saw pils exceeding deep, and in 
them many souls together, and the depth of that place was as 
it were three thousand cubits; and I saw them ~roaning and 
weeping and saying: Have mercy on us, Lord. And no man had 
mercy on them. And I asked the angel and said: Who are 
these, Lord? And the angel answered and said unto me: These 

' Copt. inserts an enumeration of several pits of torment: premature 
and not original. 

• Something seems wanting in all the texts. These, who were neither 
hot nor cold, should not be in the river, but besicle it. In fact, in the 
Ethiopic Apocalypse of the Virgin (sec p. 564) which ie copied from 
this, these souls do sit beside the river. 



APOCALYPSE OF PAUL 

are they that trusted no~ in ~he Lord that they could have him 
for t_he1r helper. And I mqu1red and said: Lord, if these souls 
continue thus, thirty or forty generations being cast one upon 
a!lother, if (unless?) they be cast down yet deeper, I trow the 
pits would not contain them. And he said to me: The abyss 
hath no measure: for beneath it there followcth also that which 
is beneath: and so it is that if a strong man took a stone and 
cast it into an exceeding deep well and after many hours (long 
time) it reacheth the earth, so also is the abyss. For when the 
souls are cast therein, hardly after five hundred years do they 
come at the bottom. 3a And I when I heard it, mourned and 
lamented for the race of men. The angel answered and said unto 
me: 'Wherefore mournest thou? art thou more merciful than 
~on ? for inasmuch as God is good and knoweth that there are 
torments, he beareth patiently with mimkind, leaving every one 
to do his own ,vill for the time that he dwelleth on the earth. 

34 Yet again I looked upon the river of flre, and I saw there 
a man caught by the throat (Copt. an old man who was being 
dragged along, and they immersed him up to the knees. And the 
angel Aftemcloukhos came with a great fork of fire, &c. Syr. 
similar. Some sentences are lost in Lat.) by angels, keepers of 
hell (Tartaruchi), having in their hands an iron of three l'icuks 
wherewith they pierced the entrails of that old man. And I asked 
the angel and said: Lord, who is this old man upon whom i:uch 
torments are inflicted? And the angel answered and said unto 
me: He whom thou seest was a priest who fulflllcd not well his 
ministry, for when he was eating and drinking and whoring he 
offered the sacrifice unto the Lord at his holy altar. 

35 And I saw not far off another old man whom four evil 
angels brought, running quickly, and they sank hint up to his 
knees in the river of fire, and smote him with stones and wounded 
his face like a tempest, and suffered him not to say: Have mercy 
on me. And I asked the angel and he said unto me: II..: whom 
thou seest was a bishop, and he fulfilled not well his bishopric: 
for he receivc::d indeed a ~eat name, but entered not into (walked 
not in) the holiness of h1m that gave him that name all his life; 
for he gave not righteous judgement, and had not compr,ssion on 
widows and orphans: but now it is recompensed unto him 
according to his iniquity and his doings. 

36 And I saw another man in the river of fire sunk up to the 
knees: and his hands were stretched out and bloody, and worms 
issued out of his mouth and his nostrils, and he WI\S groaning and 
lamenting and crying out, and said: Have mercy on me for 
I suffer hurt more than the rest that are in this torrncot. And 
I asked: Who is this, Lord? And he said unto me: This whom 
thou seest was a deacon, who devoured the offerin~& and com­
mitted fornication and did not right in the sight of God: there­
fore without ceasing he payeth the penalty. 
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And I looked and saw I.Jcside him another man whom they 
brought with haste and cast him into the river of fire, and he was 
there up to the knees; and the angel that was over the torments 
came, having a great razor, red-hot, and therewith he cut the 
lips of that ma n and the tongue likewise. And I sighed and 
wept and asked: Who is this man, Lord? And he said unto me: 
This that thou secst was a reader and read unto the people: but 
he kept not the commandments of God: now also he payeth hjs 
own penalty. 

37 And I saw another multitude of pits in the same place, and 
in the midst thereof a river filled with a multitude of men and 
women, and worms devoured them. But I wept and sighed and 
asked the angel: Lord, who are these? And he said unto me: 
These are they that extorted usury on usury and trusted in their 
riches, not having hope in God, that he was their helper. 

And after that I looked and saw a very strait place, and there 
was as it were a waJI, and round about it fire. And I saw within 
it men and women gnawing their tongues, and asked: Who are 
these, Lord? And he said unto me: These are they that mocked 
at the word of God in the church, not attending thereto, but as 
it were making nought of God and of his angels: therefore now 
likewise do they pay the due penalty. 

:38 And I looked in and saw another pool (Lat. old man!) 
beneath in the pit, and the appearance of it was like blood: and 
I asked and said: Lord, what is this place? And he said unto 
me: Into this pit do all the torments flow. And I saw men and 
women sunk up to the lips, and asked: \Vho are these, Lord? 
And he said unto me: These are the sorcerers which gave unto 
men and women magical enchantments, and they found no rest 
(i. e. did not cease?) until they died, 

And again I saw men and women of a very black countenance 
in a pit of fire, and I sighed and wept and asked: Who are these, 
Lord? And he said unto me: These are whoremongers and 
adulterers who, having wives of their own, committed adultery, 
and likewise the women after the same sort committed adultery, 
having their own husbands: therefore do they pay the penalty 
without ceasing. 

39 And I saw there girls clad in black raiment, and four fearful 
angels holding in their hands red-hot chains, and they put them 
upon their necks (heads) and led them a.way into darkness. 
And agrun I wept and asked the angel: Who are these, Lord? 
And he said unto me: These are they which being virgins defiled 
their vir!!inity, and their parents knew it not: wherefore without 
ceasing they pay the due penalty. 

And again I beheld there men and women with their hands 
and feet cut off and naked, in a place of ice and snow, and worms 
d evoured them. And when I saw it I wept and asked: Who 
are these, Lord ? and he said unto me: These are they that 
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mjured the fatherless and widows and the poor, and trusted not 
m the Lord: wherefore without ceasing they pay t he due penalty. 

And I looked and saw others hanging over a channel of water, 
~nd tl!eir. tongues were exceeding dry, and many fruits were set 
m their sight, and the~' were not suffered to take of them. And 
I asked: Who are these, Lord? And he said unto me: These 
are they that brake the fast before the time appointed : therefore 
without ceasing do they pay this penalty. 

And I saw other men and women banged by t heir eyebrows 
and their hair, and a river of fire drew them, and I said: Who 
are these, 1,ord? And he said unto me: These are they that gave 
themselves not unto their own husbands and wives, but unto 
aduJtcrers, and therefore without ceasing they pay the due penalty. 
(For this Copt. has: men and women hung head downwards, 
torches burning before their faces, serpents ~irt about them 
devouring them. These are the women that beautified them· 
selves with paints and unguents and went to church to ensnare 
men. Syr. and Gr. omit.) 

And I SO\'V other men and women covered with dust, and their 
nppcaran,;c \•.,as as blood, and they wert: in a piL of pitch and 
brimstone and borne down in a river of fire. And I a::-ked · 
"'ho are these, Lord? And he said unto me. These arc they 
that committed the wickedness of Sodom and Gomorrah. men 
with men, wherefore they pay the penalty without cca:sing. 
(('!opt., Syr., Gr. omit this paragraph.) 

40 And I looked and saw men and women clad in white 
(bright) apparel, and their eyes were blind, and they wc·re set in 
a pit, and I asked: Who are these, Lord? And he said unto me: 
These are they of the heathen that gave alms and knew not the 
Lord God; wherefore without ceasing they pay th<' due penalty. 

And I looked and saw other men and women upon a spit of 
fire, and beasts tearing them, and they were not suUcred to say: 
Lord, h:n-e mercy on us. And I saw the angel of the t,.11rncnts 
(.-\ftemeloukhol', Copt.) laying most fierce torments upon them 
and saying: Acknowledge the Son of God. Por it was told you 
before, but when the scriptures of God were read unto you, ye 
paid no heed: wherefore the judgement of God is just. for H)Ur 
e,il doings have taken hold upon you, and brou~ht _\·ou into these 
torments. But I sio-hed and wept; and I inquired and said: 
·who are these men and women that are strangled ia the fire and 
pay the penalty? And he answered me: These are the women 
which defiled the creation of God when they brought fu,'th 
c-hildren from the womb, and these are the men that la~, with 
them. But their children appealed unto the Lord G<'d ,ind unto 
the angels that are over the torments, saying: Avenge us of our 
parents: for they have defiled thi> creation of God. Hnving the 
name of God, but not observing his commandments, they gave 
us for food unto dogs and to be trampled on by swine, and others 

870 N 11 
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they cast into the river (Copt. adds: and did not permit us to 
grow up into righteous men and to serve God). But those 
children were deliYercd unto the angels of Tartarus (Gr. unto an 
angel) that they should bring them into a spacious place _of mercy: 
but their fathers and mothers were haled (strangled) mto ever­
lasting torment. 

And thereafter I saw men and women clad in rags full of pitch 
and brimstone of fire, and there were dragons twined about their 
necks and shoulders and feet, and angels having horns of fire 
constrained them and smote them and closed up their nostrils, 
saying unto them: Wherefore knew ye not the time wherein it 
was ri.,.ht for you to repent and serve God, and ye did not? And 
I asked: "'ho are these, Lord? And he said unto me: These 
are they that seemed to renounce the world (Lat. God), wearing 
our garb, but the snares of the world made them to be miserable: 
they showed no charity and had no pity upon the widows and 
fatherless: the stranger and pilgrim they did not take in, neither 
offered one oblation nor had pity on their neighbour: and their 
prayer went not up even one day pure unto the Lord God; but 
the many snares of the world held them back, and they were not 
able to do right in the sight of God. And the angels carried (Lat. 
surrounded) them ~bout into the place of torments: and they 
that were in torments saw them and said unto them: We indeed 
when we lived in the world neglected God, and ye did so likewise. 
And we when we were in the world knew that we were sinners, but 
of you it was said: These are righteous and servants of God: now 
we know that ye were only called by the name of the Lord. 
Wherefore also they pay the due penalty. 

And I sighed and wept and said: Woe unto men! woe unto 
the sinners! to what end were they born? And the angel 
answered and said unto me: \Vhcrefore weepest thou? Art thou 
more mcrC'iful than the Lord God which is blessed for ever, who 
hath cstnhlished the judgement and left every man of his own 
will to choose good or evil and to clo as pleaseth him? Yet again 
I wept very sore, and he said unto me: Weepest thou, when as 
yet thou hast not seen the greater torments? :Follow me, and 
thou shalt sec sevenfold greater than t hesc. 

41 And he took me f'rom the north side (to the west, Syr.) 
and set me over a well. and I found it sealed with seven senls. 
And the angel that was with me answered and said unto the 
angel of that place: Open the month of the well, that Paul the 
dearly beloved of God mny behold; for power hath been oivcn 
unto him to see all the torments of hell. And the angel° said 
unto me: Stand afar of!, that thou mnyest be able to endure the 
stench of this place. When therefore the well was opened, 
strai,!.!htway there arose out of it a stench hard and evil ex­
ceedjngly, which surpassed all the torments: and I looked into 
the well and saw masses (lumps) of fire burning on every side, 
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and anguish, and there was straitness in the mouth ot the pit so as 
to take but one man in. And the angel answered and said unto 
me: If any be rnst into the well of the abyss, and it be sealed over 
him, there shall never be remembrance made of him in the presence 
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost or of the holy angels. 
And I said: \\110 are theY, Lord, that are cast into this well 't 
And he said unto me: Tl1ev are whosoever confcssrth not that 
Christ is come in the fle~h and that the Virgin l\Iary bare him, 
and whosoever snith of the bread and the eup of blessing of the 
Eucharist that it is not the bodv and blood of Christ. 

4-2 And I looked frnm tlrn north unto the west and saw there 
the worm that sleepeth not. and in that place was irr"lShing of 
teeth. And the worms were of the measure ot' one cubit, and on 
them were two hea,h; and I saw there men and women in cold 
and p;nashing of tc.:th. And I asked and said: Lord. who are 
they that are 10 this place? And he said unto me: These are 
they which say that Christ rose not from the dead. and that this 
flesh riseth not again. And I inq uire<l and said: Loni, is there 
no fire nor h,'at in this place? And he said unto me: In this 
place is nothing else but cold and snow. And Q;!ain he said to 
me: Even if the sun (seven suns. Copt.) rose upon them, tliPy 
would not be warmed. because of the exccssiYe cold of this place, 
and the snow. And when I heard this I spread forth mine hands 
and wept and si:.thed, and again I said: lt were better for us if 
we had not been born, all we that arc sinners. 4:3 Rut when they 
that were in that place saw me weeping-, with the angd, they 
also cried out and wept, sayini: Lord God, have mercy upon us. 

And after that I beheld tne heaven open and l\Iichad the 
archangel coming down out of heaven, and with him :ill the host 
of the angels; and they came even unto them that were set in 
torment. And they when they saw them wept again and Cl'ic<l 
out and said: Have mercy upon us, thou J\lichael, ard;..,r,;:,al, 
have mercy upon us and upon the race of men, for it is by thy 
prayers that the earth standeth. We have now seen the judge­
ment and have known the Son of God. It was not possible for 
us to pray for this before we came iuto this place: for we heard 
that there ·was a judgement, before we departed out of the ~\urld, 
but the snares and the life of the world suffered us not to repent. 
And ;\lichael answered and said: Hearken when Michael spcaketh: 
I am be that stands in the presence of God alway. As the Lord 
liveth, before whose face I stand, I cease not for one day nor 
one night to pray continually for the race of men; and I indeed 
pray for them that are upon earth: but they cease not from 
committing wickednesses and fornication. And they bring not 
f orth aught of goo<l while they are upon earth; and ye have 
wasted in v;mitv the time wherein ye ought to haYe repented 
But I have prayed alway, and now do I entreat that Gori would­
send dew and that rain may be sent upon the earth, and st,11. 
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pray I until the earth yield her fruits: and I say that if any man 
-doeth but a little good I will strive for him and protect him 
,until he escape the judgement of t orment. "Vhere then be your 
prayers? where be your repentances? ye have lost the time 
,despicably. Yet now weep ye, and I will weep with you, and 
the angels that are with me, together with the dearly beloved 
Paul, if peradventure the merciful God will have pity and grant 
you refreshment. And they when they heard these words cried 
out and wept sore, and all said with one voice: Have mercy 
upon us, 0 Son of God. And I, Paul, sighed and said: 0 Lord God, 
ha\·e mercy upon thy creature, have mercy on the children of 
men, have mercy upon thine image. 

4-i. I beheld and saw the heaven shake like unto a tree that is 
moved by the wind: and suddenly they cast themselves down 
upon their faces before the throne: and I saw the four-and­
twent:v elders and the four beasts worshipping God: and I saw 
the allar and the veil and the throne, and all of them were 
rejoicing, and the smoke of a sweet odour rose up beside the altar 
of the throne of Cod; and I heard a voice saying: For what 
·cause do ye entreat me, our angels, and our ministers? And 
they cried out, saying: We entreat thee, beholding thy great 
goodness unto mankind. And thereafter I saw the Son of Cod 
coming down out of heaven, and on his head was a crown. And 
when they that were in torments saw him they all cried out with 
one voice, saying: Have mercy upon us, 0 exalted Son of God 
(or, Son of God Most High): thou art he that hast granted 
refreshment unto all that are in heaven and earth; have mercy 
upon us likewise : for since we beheld thee we have been re­
freshed. And there went forth a voice from the Son of God 
throughout all the torments, saying: \/\'hat good works have ye 
·done that ye should ask of me refreshment? My blood was shed 
for you, and not even so did ye repent: for your sake I bare 
a crown of thorns on mine head, for you I received buffets upon 
my cheeks, and not even so did ye repent. I asked for water 
when I hanged upon the cross, and they gave me vinegar mingled 
with gall : with a spear did they open my right side: for my 
name's sake have they slain my servants the prophets, and the 
righteous: and for all these things did I give you a place of 
repentance, and ye would not. Yet now because of Michael the 
archangel of my covenant and the angels that are with him, and 
because of Paul my dearly beloved whom I would not grieve, 
and because of your brethren that are in the world and do offer 
oblations, and because of your sons, for in them are my com­
mandments,1 and yet more because of mine own goodness: on 
that day whereon I rose from the dead I grant unto all you that 
.are in torment refreshment for a day and a night for ever. And 
.all they cried out and said: We bless thee, 0 Son of God, for that 

1 Among them are some that keep my commandments: so Copt. 
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tho_u hast granted us rest for a day and a night: for better unto 
us 1s the refreshment of one day than the whole time of our life 
wherein we were upon earth: and if we had known clearly that 
this place was appointed for them that sin, we should have <lone 
none other work whatsoeYer, neither t raded nor done any wicked­
ness. :For what profit was our pride in the world? (Copt. What 
profit was it to us to be born into the world?) For lhis our 
pride is taken capti,·c, which came up out of our mouth arrainst 
our neighbour ( Copt. our life is like the breath of our m~uth): 
and this pain and our sore anguish and tears and the worms 
which are under us, these are worse unto us than the torments 
which we tsuffert. (This is hardly sense, but CfJpt. agrees; should 
it not have been 'these are worse than not to ha,·e been born '?} 
And as they thus spake, the angels of torment and the evil an.,cls 
were wroth with them and said: Uow long have ye wept :nd 
sighed? for ye have had no mercy. For this is the judgement of 
God on him that halh not had merc·y. Yet have ye re<:eivcd this 
:zreat g-race, even rcrrcshmrnt for the night and day of the Lord's 
day, because of Paul the dearly beloved of God who hath come 
down unto you. 

45 And after tlwse things the angel said unto me: Ha~t thnu 
seen all these thiugs? And I i-aid: Yra, Lc::rcl. And h..: said 
unto me: Follow me, and I will IJrini:r thee into Paradise, th11t 
the righteous which are there may sec thee: for, beholrl, they 
hope to see thee and arc ready to come and meet thee with joy 
and exullation. And I followed after the angel iu the s,\iltness 
of the Ilol) Ghost, and he set me in Paradise i.nd said unto me: 
This is Paradise, wherein Adam and his wife erred. And I 
entered into Paradise and saw the he:ad of tbe waters. and the 
angel beckoned unto me and said to me: Behold, saith he, these 
waters: for this is the river Phison that compasseth about all 
the land of Evila, and this other is (;co11 that goeth ahont :;i! 
the land of Egypt and Ethiopia, and this other is Tigris that is 
over ai?ainst the Assyrians, and this other is Euphrates that 
watercth the land of Mesopotamia. And I entered in further 
and saw a tree planted, out of whose roots flowed waters and 
out of it was the be!,(inning of the four rivers, and the Spi: i L of 
God rested upon that tree, and when the spirit breathed the 
waters flowed forth: and I said: Lord, is this tree that which 
maketh the waters to flow 'l And he st1id unto me : Bc<:ause 
in the beginning, before the heaven and the earth were made 
t o appear, and all things were invisible, the Spirit of God moved 
(was borne) upon the waters; but since by the commandment 
of God the heaven and the earth appeared the spirit hath rested 
upon this tree; wherefore when the spirit brcathcth, th.: waters 
flow out from the tree. And he took hold on mine hand and led 
m e unto the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, and said: 
This is the tree whereby death entered into the world, and Adam 
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taking of it from his wife did eat, and death entered into the 
world. And he showed me another t ree in the midst of Paradise, 
and saith unto me: This is the tree of life. 

46 And as I yet looked upon the tree, I saw a virgin coming 
from afar off, and two hundred angels before her singing hymns: 
and I inquired and said: Lord, who is this that cometh in such 
glory? and he said unto me: This is Mary the virgin, the mother 
-of t"he Lord. And she came near and saluted me, and said : 
Hail, Paul, dearly bcloYed of God and angels and men. For 
all the saints have be.~ought my son Jesus who is my Lord, that 
thou shouldest come here in the bodv that they might see thee 
before thou didst depart out of the ~\orld. And the Lord said 
to them: Wait and be ye patie11t: yet a Jjttle while, and ye 
shall i;,,c him, and he shall be with you for ever. And again 
thev all with one accord said unto him: Grieve us not, for we 
desire to see him while he is in the flesh, for by him hath thy 
name been greatly glorified in the world, and we have seen 
that he hath excelled (done away with) all the works whether 
of the lesser or the greater. For we inquire of then that come 
hither, saying: Who is he that guided you in the world? and 
they hnve told us: There is one in the world whose name is 
Paul: he <leclareth Christ, preaching him. and we believe that 
by the power and swcctncc;s of his speech many have entered 
into the kingdom. Behold. all the righteous are behind me, 
coming to meet thee. Ent J say unto thee, Paul, that for this 
cause I come first to meet the111 t lint have performed the will 
of my son nncl my Lord Jcs11s Christ, even I come first to meet 
them n11d Jca\'e them not as stra11gel's until they meet with 
him in peace. 

47 \\ lule she wns yet speaking I !;aw three men coming from 
afar, very 1.>c:\11lif11l. after the app«'nrnnce of Christ, and their 
forms were shining, and their angtls; and I asked : \\'ho are 
the,;e, 1,Qrd? And he answered: These arc the fathers of the 
people, J\l,rnhnm, Isaac, and .Jacob. And thcv came near and 
greeted me, an<l said : Hail. Paul. <lc:1rly he ovca' of God and men: 
blessed is he that endureth violc1wc for the Lord's sake. And 
Al.>raham answered me and snit!: This is my son I~aac, and Jacob 
my best beloverl, and we knew the Lo;·d and followed him. 
!3icss~d are al! they that have bclieve<l lhv word that they may 
tnhcrit the kmgdom of Cod 1.>y labour and self-sacrifice (rc­
n11nci11 tion) 11nd ..,anctification and humilitv and rharity and 
meekness and right faith in the Lor,\: and we also had devotion 
unto the Lord whom thou prcachcst, covenanting that we will 
come unto evC'ry soul of them that believe in him, and minister 
unto him as fnthcrs minister unto their sons. 

While they yet spake I saw twclYc men comin~ from afar with 
honour, and I asked: Who arc these, Lord? And he said: These 
are the patriarchs. And they came and saluted me and said : 
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Hail, Paul, dearly beloved of God and men. The Lord hath 
not grieved us, that we might see thee yet being in the body, 
before thou depal'tedst out of the world. And every one of 
them signified his name unto me in order, from Ruben unto 
Benjamin; and Joseph said unto me: I am he that was sold; 
and I say unto thee, Paul, that fnr all that my brethren did 
unto me, in nothing did I deal evilly with them, not in all the 
labour which they laid upon me, nor did I hurt them in any thing 
(Copt. kept no evil thought against them) from morning until 
eYening. Blessed is he that is hurt for the Lord's sake and hath 
endured, for the Lord will recompense him manifold more when 
he departeth out of the world. 

48 \\.llile he yet spake I saw another coming from afar, 
beautiful, and his angels singing hymns, and I asked: 'Who is 
this, Lord, that is fair of countenance? And he said unto me: 
D ost thou nut know him? And I said: No, Lord. And he said 
to me: This is Moses the lawgiver. unto whom God gave the 
law. And when he was nigh me, straightway he wept, and after 
that he greeted me; and I said unto him: Why wccpest thou? 
for I have heard that thou excellest an men in meekness. And 
he answered, saying : I weep for them whom I pl:\ntcd with mncl1 
labour, for they have borne 110 fruit, neither doth any of them 
do well. And I have seen all the sheep whom I fed that they 
are scattered and become as having no shepherd, and that all 
the lauours which I have endured for the children of Israel are 
come to nought, and however great wonders I did in theil' midst 
[and] they understood not: and I marvel how the strangers 
and uncircumcised and idolaters are converted ancl entered 
into the promises of God, but Israel bath not entered in: and 
now I say unto thee, 0 brother Paul, that in that hour when the 
people hanged up J esus whom thou preachest, God the Father 
of all, which gave me the law, and l\1ichael and all thP aug:.!:; 
and archangels, and Abraham and I saac and Jacob and all 
the righteous wept over the Son of God that was hanged on the 
cross. And in that hour alJ the saints waited upon me, looking 
on me and saying: Behold, Moses, what they of thy peoplt> 
have done unto the Son of God. Therefore blessed art thou, 
O Paul, and blessed is the generation and people that hath 
believed thy word. 

49 While he yet spake there came other twelve and saw me 
and said: Art thou Paul that is glorified in heaven and urou 
earth? And I answered and said: \Vho are ye? The first 
answered and said: I am Esaias whose he.id l\lanassei:: cut with 
a saw of wood. And the second said likewise: I am Jeremias 
who was stoned by the children of Israel, and slain. And the 
third said: I am Ezechiel whom the children of Israel dragged 
by the feet over the stones in the mountain until they scat~e~ed 
my brains abroad: and all of us endured these labours, tle5mng 
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to save the children of Israel: and I say unto thee t hat a fter 
t he toils which Lhey laid upon me I would cast myself down upon 
mv face before the Lord, praying for them and bowing my knees 
unto the second hour of the Lord's day, even until Michael cnme 
and raised me up from the earth. Bicsscd art thou, Paul, and 
blessed is the people that hath believed through thee. 

And as they passed by, I saw another, fair of countenance, 
and asked: '\Vho is this, Lord? (And when he saw me he was 
~lad) and he said unt o me: This is Lot, which was found righteous 
m Sodom. And he came near and greeted me and said : Illcssed 
art thou, Paul, and blessed is the gcner:ition unto whom thou 
hast ministered. And I answered and said unto him: Art thou 
Lot, that wast found righteous in Sodom? And he said: I enter­
tnine<l nn~cls in mine house as strangers, and when they of the 
city would have done them violence I offered them my two 
daughters, virgins, that had never known man, and gave them 
to them, saying: Use them as ye will, onl:,r do no ill unto these 
men, for therefore have they entered under the roof of mine 
house. Therefore ougl,t we to ha,·e confidence, and know that 
whatsoever any man hath done, God recompcnseth him manifold 
more when he cometh (they come) unto him. Blessed art thou, 
Paul, and blessed is the generation which hath believed thy 
word. 

When therefore he had ceased speaking unto me, I saw another 
coming from afar off, very beautiful in the face, and smiling, 
and his angels singing hymns, and I said unto the angel that was 
with me: Hath, then, eYery one of the righteous an angel for his 
fellow? And he saith to me: Every one of the saints hath his 
own, that stanrleth by him and singcth hymns, ancl the one 
departeth not from the other. And I said: Who i,; this, Lord? 
And he said: This is Job. And he drew near and greeted me 
and said: Brother Paul, thou hast great praise with God and 
men. Now I am J ob, which suffered much for the season of 
thirty years by the issue of a plague; and in the beginning the 
blains that came forth of my body were as grains of wheat; 
but on the third day they became like an ass's foot, and the 
worms that fell from them were four fmrrers long: and thrice 
the deYil appeared unto me 1 and saith t~ me: Speak a word 
against the Lord, and die. But I said unto him: If thus be the 
will of God that I continue in the plague all t he time of my life 
until I die, I will not rest from blessing the L ord God, and I shall 
receive the greater reward. For I know that the sufferings of 
t his world are nought compared with the refreshment that is 
thereafter: wherefore blessed art thou, Paul, and blessed is the 
people which hath believed by thy means. 

50 \Vhile he yet spake t here came another crying out from 
• I t seems as if the author had read t he Testament of ,lob (ed . by 

me in Apocrypha Amcdota, ii ), in which are very similar detai ls. 
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afar off and saying: Blessed art thou, PauJ, and blessed am 
I that have seen thee t he beloved of the Lord. And I asked the 
angel: \Vho is this, Lord? and he answered and said unto me: 
This is Noe of the days of the flood. And straightway we urcetcd 
one another, and he, rejoicing grc:itly, said wito me: Thou art 
(or, Art thou) Paul the best beloved of God. And I asked him : 
\\110 art thou'? And he said: I am Noe that was in the days of 
the Oood: but I say unto thee, Paul, that. I spent an hundred 
years making the ark, not putting off the coat (tunic) which 
I wore, and I shaved not the hair of mine head. Furthermore 
I kept continence, not coming near mine own wife, and in l hose 
hundred years the hair of mine head grew not in g1 catness, 
neither was my raiment soiled. And I besought men at that 
time, saying: Repent, for a flood of waters cometh upon you. 
But they mocked me and derided my words; and again they said 
unto me: This is the time of them that would play and sin as 
much as they will, that have leave to fornicate not a little (Lat. 
confused; other versions omit): for God looketh not on these 
things, neither knowcth what is done of us men, and moreover 
there is no flood of waters coming upon this world. And they 
ceased not from their sins uulil God blotted out all flesh thut 
had the breath of life in it. nut know thou that God Joveth 
one righteous man more than all the world of the wicked. TIH•1·e­
forP blessed art thou, 0 PauJ, and l>lcssed is th<' people that hath 
believed by tby means. 

51 And I turned myself and saw other righteous ones coming 
from afar off, and I asked the angel: \\110 are thrsc, Lord'? and 
he answered me: These are Elia~ and Eliseus. And they greeted 
me, and I said unto them: Who are ye? And one of them 
answered and said: I am Elias the prophet of God. Tam Elias that 
prayed, and because of my word the heaven raint·d not for three 
years and six months, be<·ausc of the iniquities of men. Righleous 
and 1,-rue is God, who doeth the will oi his servants; for often­
times the angels besought the Lord for rain, and he said : Be 
patient until my servant Elias pray and entreat for this, and I 
will send rain upon the earth. 

[Jlere the Greek, Latin, and Syriac texts end, save that the 
Syriac adds tltus much : 

And he gave not, until I called upon him again; then he 
gave unto them. But blessed art thou, 0 Paul, that thy generation 
and those thou teachcst are the sons of the kingdom. Aud 
know thou, 0 Paul, that every man who believes through thee 
hath a great blessing, and a blessing is reserved for hil.O. Then 
he departed from me. 

And the angel who was with me led me forth, and said unto 
me: Lo, unto thee is given thfa mystery aud revelation: as 
thou pleac;est, make it known unto the sons of men. 

And 1, PauJ, returned unto myself, and I knew all that I had 
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seen: and in life I had not rest that I might reveal this mystery, 
but I wrote it and deposited it under the ground and the founda­
tions of the house of a certain faithful man with whom I used 
to be in Tarsus a city of Cilicia. And when I was released from 
this life of time, and stood before my Lord, thus said he unto 
me: Paul, have we shown all these things unto thee that thou 
shouldst deposit them under the foundations of a house? Then 
send and disclose concerning this revelation, that men may read 
it and turn to the way of truth, that they also may not come 
to these bitter torments. 

And thus was this revelation discovered ...• 
Then follows the history of the finding, which in the other text$ 

is prefixed to the book.) 
:But tltls co11clu~ioo can hardly be the original one. The Coptic 

seems in part better. After the words 'rain upon the earth', it 
continues: 

The sufferings which each endureth for God's sake will 
God requite unto him twofold. Blessed art thou, P aul, and 
blessed are the heathen who shall believe through thee. And 
whilst he was speaking, Enoch (here Enoch replaces Elisha) 
also came and saluted me and said unto me: The man who 
enclureth suffering for God's sake, God will not a!Tlict when he 
goeth out of the world. 

Then there are similar meetings with Zacharias and John 
Baptist, and Abel. Zacharias says: 

' I am he whom they killed when I was offering up the offering 
unto God: and when the angels came for the offering, they 
carried my body up to God, and no man found my body whither 
it had been taken.' 

Then Adam, taller than the rest, appears. And this seems 
a suitable finale to the procession of saints. 

After this Paul is carried into the third heaven. The angel 
who is with him changes in appearance and bursts into flames of 
fire, and a voice forbids Paul to reveal what he has seen. 

There is a description of a mysterious vision of an altar with 
seven eagles of light on the right and seven on the left. And 
this is followed by more descriptions of Paradise-partly re­
sembling a vision seen by one Siophanes, in the Book of Bar­
tholomew (p. 185). Some sentences also are taken from, or at least 
found in, the Apocalypse of Zephaniah. The meek, the prophets, 
David, all figure again in this episode: last are the martyrs. 
The conclusion runs thus (in substance): 

The angel of the Lord took me up and brought me to the 
l\Iount of Olives. I found the apostles assembled and told them 
all I had seen. They praised God and commanded us, that 
is me, Mark, and Timothy, to write the revelation. And while 
they were talking, Christ appeared from the chariot of the 
cherubim and spoke greetings to Peter, John, and especially 
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Paul. He promised blessings to those who should WTite or 
read the Apocalypse, and curses on those who should deride 
it. P eter and P aul should end their course on the fifth of Epiphi 
(29 June). H e then bade a cloud take the apostles to the various 
countries allotted to them, and commanded them to preach the 
Gospel of the Kingdom. And a doxology follows. 

I am disposed to think that nothing after the appearance of Adam 
in this version can be original. The rest is to a gnat extent, I think, 
a pasticciu from other Coptic apocrypha. It is quite possible, of course, 
that the original end of the Apocalypse was lost at an early date: 
but the supposition is probable that after the appearance of ,\dam a 
short conclusion followed in which Paul returned t<> earth. \\'1th so 
ill-proportioned and inartistic a book it is not perhaps worth while 
to spe1\d much time on conjectural restoration. Yet another possibility 
should be pointed out. The climax of the Apocalypse is reachrd when 
the Sunday is granted as a day of rest from torment. Paul has seen 
Paradise and hdl, and there is no more for him to do. Everything 
after C'h. 44 is an otiose appendix. 

And we do fin<l in the Ethiopic Apocalypse of the Virgin. which 
C'Opics that of Paul very literally, that the end comes at ch. 4+, whe'l 
the Virgin procures rest from Friday evening to Monday morning for 
the lost. The Greek Apocalypse-one form at least-ends when she 
bas gained for them the days of Pente<'ost. 

It may be the case, then, that the Apocalypse of Paul as first issued 
ended here, and that it was reissued with the appendix about l',muli~e 
(4.3--cncl). In the shorter Latin rcccnsions there i~ nil trace of .,11ytl11ng 
after ch. 44: but this <locs not furnish a conclusive ari!11mrnt. \J..,,c 
to the point would be the discovery of a copy of the l'ull text cntling 
with 44. 

APOCALYPSE OF THOl\IAS 
The emergcnr<' of this book has been recent. The Gelasinn Dcrrce 

condemn~ the book • called the Revelation of Thomas' as apc>"r; ph:d, 
and that was all that was known of it. I n 1908 11 ciuotation in the 
Berlin ;\IS. (eirrhth-ninth century) of Jerome's Chronide was noticed 
by Dr. :Frick. 

0 

Ac the eighteenth year of Tiberius, the manuscript has 
this note: 

In a certain apocryphal book, said to be of Thomas lite apo:,tle, 
i t is written that the Lord Jesus told him that from his ascension 
into heaven to his second advent the time comprised is nine 
jubilees. 

This does not appear in any of the published texts. Already in 19()'! 
F. Wilhelm had printed, in his Deutsche Legenden unrl Legemtarct, a 
text from a Munich MS. which attrat·ted litLie attention, l.,ut was 
in fact the lost Apocalypse, or part of it. 

In the same year E. Hauler showed that a leaf of a fifth-century 
palimpsest at Vienna-the same thnt contains a leaf of the Epistle of 
the Apostles (see p. 485)-was a fragment of this book. Professor 
E. von Dobschutz had, before this, begun making preparation for au 
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edition of the Apocalypse based on manuscripts at Mun\ch and I:tome, 
which has not yet appeared. In the Journal of Theological Studi~s for 
1910 I printed the beginning of the book from a Verona MS. (of eighth 
century). Maffei had noticed this, and in 1755 Dionisi had printed 
it in a forgotten volume. In 1911 Dom Bihlmeyer printed another 
'uninterpolated' text from Munich in the Revue Benedictine. Yet 
more: in 1918 l\lax Forster (Studien z. engl. Philol.: Der Vercelli-Codex) 
showed that the fifteenth sermon in the famous Anglo-Saxon MS. 
at Vercell i is an Old English version of this Revelation; that a Hatt.on 
MS. and the Blickling Homilies also contain matter drawn from 1t; 
and that a shortened Latin form is to be found in a dialogue printed 
by Suchier (L'Enfant sage, 1910, p. 272). La~tly, lhcre are quotations 
from it in some odd-I think trish-homilies in a Reichenau MS. 
atCarlsruhe, printed by Dom de Bruyneas • Apocrypbcs Priscillianistes' 
in the Revue Bbled., Hl07. 

There is, then, a quantity or material which we shall look to Professor 
Dob,chiitz to co-ordinate. Latin appears to have been the original 
language,• and the data of the fuller text point to the days of Arcadius 
and Honorius. How much earlier the shorter text m:w be it is not 
easy to say: and I would not commit myself to the assertion that there 
is not a Greek document at the back of that. 

APOCALYPSE OF THOMAS 
A. Verona fragment (eighth century) and Wilhelm's te:JJt (Munich 

Clm. 4585, ninth century). 
Here beginneth the epistle of the Lord unto Thomas. 
Hear thou, Thomas, the things which must come to pass in 

the last times: there shall be famine and war and earthquakes 
in divers places, snow and ice and great drought shall there be, 
and many dissensions among the peoples, blasphemy, iniquity, 
envy and villainy, indolence, pride and intemperance, so that 
every man shall speak that which plraseth him. And my priests 
shall not have peace among themselves, but shall sacrifice unto 
me with deceitful mind: therefore will I not look upon them. 
Then shall the priests behold the people departing from the 
house of the Lord and turning unto the world ('?) and setting up 
(or, transgressing) Jandma1·ks in the house of God. And they 
shall claim (vindicate) for themselves many [things and] places 
that ·were lost and that shall be subject unto Caesar(?) as also 
they were aforetime : giving poll-taxes of (for) the cities, even 
gold and silver,2 and the chief men of the cities shall be con­
demned (here Verona ends: M1mich continues), and their substance 
brought intot the treasury of the kings, and they shall be filled. 

1 This is at least certain for the passage about Arcadius and 
Ilonorius: H is not the eighth letter in the Greek alphabet! But the 
sentence, which is omitted in the Anglo-Saxon version, may be an 
interpolation. 

• The Anglo-Saxon renders: setting up gold and silver heads in 
their cities. 
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For there shall be great disturbance throughout a ll the people, 
and death.1 The house of the Lord shall be desolate, and their 
altars shall be abhorred, so that spiders weave tlleir webs therein. 
T_he place of holiness sh~ll be corrupted, the priesthood polluted, 
d1s~ress (agony) shall mcrease, vutue shall be overcome, joy 
perish, and gladness depart. In those days evil shall abound: 
there shall be respecters of persons, hymns shall cease out of the 
house of the Lord, truth shall be no more, covetousness shall 
abound among the priests; an upright man (al. an upright 
priesthood) shall not be found. 

On a sudden there shall ari'>e near the last time a king, a lover 
of the Jaw, who shall hold rule not for long: he shall leave two 
sons. 'fhe first is named of' the ftrst letter (A, Arcadius), the 
second of the eighth (II. Jlonorius). The fhst shall die before 
the second (Arcadius died in 408; H cnorius in 423).a 

Thereafter shall arise two princes to oppress the nationc;, 
under whose hands there shall be a very great famine in the 
right-hand part of the east, so that nation shall rise up against 
nation and be driven out from their own bordcri;. 

Again another king shall arise, a crafty man (?), and shall 
command a golden image of Caesar(?) to be made (al. to b.: 
worshipped in the house of God), wherefore('() martyrdoms 
shall abound. Then shall faith return unto the servants of the 
L ord, and holiness shall be multiplied and distress (agony) 
increase. The mountains 3 shall fbe comfortc<lt and shall drop 
down sweetness tof fire from the facet, that the number of the 
saints may be accomplisherl. 

After a little space there shall arise a kin_g out of the east, 
a lover of the law, who shall cause all good thi11gs and necessary 
to abound in the house of the Lord: he shall show mercy unto 
the widows and to the needy, and command a rnyal gift to be 
given unto the priests: in his days shall be abundan<',. ui all 
things. 

And after that again a king shall arise in the south part of the 
world, and shall hold rule a little S)')ace: in whose days the 
treasury shall fail because of the wa~cs of the Roman soldiers, 
tso that the substance of all the agrd shall be commanded (~o be 
t aken) and given to the king to distributet. 

Thereafter shall be plenty of corn and wine and 0il, but great 
dearness of money, so that the substance of gold and silver shall 
be given for corn, and there shall be weat dearth. 

At that time shall be very great rising (?) of the sea, so that 
no man shall tell news to any man. The kings of the e:i.rth and 
the princes and the c:iptains shall be troubled, and no man shall 

' The predictions in these paragraphs nre very like those in the 
Testament of the Lord, i. 3-5. 

• This paragraph is omitted in AS. 
• 'l'bis sentence omitted in AS. 
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spe.ak freely (boldly). Grey hairs shall be seen upon boys, and 
the young(?) shall not giYe place unto the aged. 

After that shall arise another king, a crafty man, who shall 
hold rule for a short space: in whose days there shall be all 
manner of evils, even the death of the race of men from the 
east even unto Babylon. And thereafter death and famine and 
sword in the land of Chanaan even unto (Rome ?).1 Then shall 
all the fountains of waters and wells boil over (?) and be turned 
into blood (or, into dust and blood). The heaven shall be moved, 
the stars shall fall upon the earth, the sun shall be cut in halt 
like the moon, and the moon shall not give her light. There 
shall be great signs and wonders in those days when Antichrist 
drawcth near. These are the signs unto them that dwell in the earth. 
In those days the pain.s of great travail shall come upon them. 
(al. In those days, when Antichrist now draweth near, these are 
the signs. Woe unto them that dwell on the earth; in those days 
gr<'at pains of travail shall come upon them.)2 Woe unto them 
that build, for they shall not inhabit. Woe unto them that 
break up the fallow, for they shall labour without cause. Woe 
unto them that make marriages, for unto famine and need shall 
they beget sons. Woe unto them that join house to house or 
field to field, for all things shall be consumed with fire. Woe unto 
them that look not unto(?) themselves while time allowelh, for 
hereafter shall they be condemned for ever. Woe unto them that 
turn away from the poor when be asketh. 

[Here is a break: the text goes on: For I am (the Son) of the 
high and powerful: I am the Father of all. ( al. And know ye: 
I am the Father most high: I am the Father of all spirits.) 
This, as we shall see, is the beginning of the older(?) and shorter 
text, and of the Vienna fragment: only, in the latter, some words 
now unintelligible precede it: not the words, however, which 
are in Wilhelm's tex1;. I will continue with Wilhelm.] 

These are the seven signs (before) the ending of this world. 
There shall be in all the earth famine and great pestilences and 
much distress: then shall all men be led captive among all 
nations and shall fall by the edge of the sword. 

On the first day of the judgement will be a great marvel (or, 
the beginning shall be). At the third hour of the day shall be 
a great and mighty voice in the firmament of the heaven, and a 
great cloud of blood coming down out of the north, and great 
thunderings and mighty lightnings shall follow that cloud, and 
there shall be a rain of blood upon all the earth. These are the 
signs of the first day (Monday in the Anglo-Saxon, and so for the 
other days). 

And on the second day there shall be a great voice in the 
1 The manuscript has 'nonn ', ninth. 
• Some of the following clauses nre quoted (without acknowledge­

ment) in the Irish (?) homily mentioned above. 
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firmament of the heaven, and the earth shall be moved out of its 
{>lace: and the gates of heaven shall be opened in the firmament 
of heaven toward t he east, and a great power shall be sent 
(belched) forth by the gates of heaven and shall cover all the 
heaven e,·en until evening (al. and there shall be fears and 
tremblings in the world). These are the signs of the second day. 

And on the third day, about the second hour, shall be a voice 
in heaven, and the abvsses of the earth shall utter their voice 
from the four comers ·or the world. The first heaven shall be 
rolled up like a book and shall straightway vanish. And because 
of the smoke and stench of the brimstone of the abyss the days 
shall be darkened unto the tenth hour. Then shall all men say: 
I think that the end draweth near, that we shall perish.1 These 
are the signs of the third day. 

And on the fourth day at the first hour, the earth of the east 
shall speak, the abyss shall roar: then shall all the earth be 
moved by the strength of an earthquake. In that day shall all 
the idols of the heathen fall, and all the buildings of the earth. 
These are the signs of the fourth day. 

And on the fifth day, at the sixth hour, there shall be great 
thunderings suddenly in the heaven, and the powers of light and 
the wheel of the sun shall be cauaht away, and there shi>.!.i be 
great darkness over the world untfl evening, and the stars shall 
be turned away from their ministry. In that day all nativns 
shall hate the world and despise the life of this world. These are 
the signs of the fifth day. 

And on the sixth day there shall be signs in heaven. At the 
fourth hour the firmament of heaven shall be cloven from the 
east unto the west. And the angels of the heavens shall be 
looking forth upon the earth (through) the opening of the 
heavens. And all men shall see above the earth the host of the 
angels looking forth out of heaven. Then sl1all all men flee. 

(Here Wilhelm's tezt ends abruptly.) 
B. Bihlmeyi'T's text,from Munich Clm. 4563 (eleventh to twelfth 

century,from Benediclbeuren): and the Viennafragnunt. 
Hear thou, O Thomas, for I am the Son of God the Fathc1·, 

and I am the father of all spirits. Hear thou of me the signs 
which shaJI come to pass at the end of this world, when the end 
of the world shall be fuJfilled ( Vienna: that it pass away) before 
mine elect depart out of the world. I will tell thee that which 
shall come to pass openly unto men (or, will tell thee open Iv, &c.): 
but when these things shall be the princes of the angels know 
not, seein<> it is now hidden from before them (Viennu adds: at 
what day the end shall be fulfilled, and some defective clauses). 

• Here AS. has a Iona speech : 'Woe unto us wretched and sinful ,' 
&c.: men lament that they were warned of these things and did not 
repent, but went on living in worldly delights. 
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Then shall there be in the world sharings (participations) 
between king and king, and in all the earth shall be great famine, 
great pestilences, and many distresses, and the sons of men shall 
be led captive among all nations and shall fall by the edge of the 
sword (and there shall be great commotion in the world: Vienna 
omits). Then after that when the hour of the end drawcth nigh, 
there shall be for se,·en days great signs in heaven, and the powers 
of the heavens shall be moved. 

Then shall there be on the first day the beginning: at the third 
hour of the day a great and mighty voice in the firmament of 
heaven and a b'loody cloud coming up (down, Vienna) out of the 
north, and great thunderings and mighty lightnings shall follo_w 
it, and it shall cover the whole heaven, and there shall be a ram 
of blood upon all the earth. 'fhese are the signs of the first day. 

And on the second day there shall be a great voice in the 
firmament of heaven, and the earth shall be moved out of its 
place, and the gates of heaven shall be opened in the firmament 
of heaven toward the east, and the (smoke of a great fire shall 
break forth through the gates of heaven and shall cover all the 
heaven until evening. In that day there shall be fears and great 
terrors in the world. These arc the signs of the second day. 
Vienna is defecti'Ce here). 

Hut on the third day about the third hour shall be a great voice 
in hca,·en, and the al>ysses of the earth (Vienna ends) shall roar 
from the four corners of the world; the pinnacles (so) of the 
firmament of heaven shall be opened, and all the air shall be 
filled with pillars of smoke. There shall be a stench of brimstone, 
very evil, until the tenth hour, and men shall say: We think the 
time dl'Uweth nigh that we perish. These are the signs of the 
third day. 

And on the fourth day at the first hour, from the land of the 
east the abyss shall melt (so) and roar. Then shall all the earth 
be shaken by the might of an earthquake. In that day shall the 
ornaments of the heathen fall, and all the buildings of the earth, 
heforc the might of the earthquake. These are the signs of the 
fourth day. 

But on the fifth day at the sixth hour, suddenly there shall be 
a .!!'Teat thunder in heaven, and the powers of light and the wheel 
of the sun shall be caught away (J\1S. opened), and there shall 
be great darkness in the world until evening, and the air shall 
be gloomy (sad) without sun or moon, and lhe stars shall cease 
from their ministry. In that day shall all nations behold as in 
a mirror(?) (or, behold it as sackcloth) and shall despise the life 
of this world. These are the si~s of the fifth day. 

And on lhe sixth day at the fourth hour there shall be a <Treat 
vofre in hraven, and the firmament of the heaven shall be ck>ven 
from the east unto the west, and the angels of the heaYcns shall 
be looking forth upon the earth by the openings of the heavens, 
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and all these that are on the earth shall behold the host of the 
angels looking forth out of heaven. Then shall all men flee unto 
the monuments (mountains?) and hide themselves from the face 
of the righteous angels, and say: \'Vould that the earth would 
open and swallow us up! And such things shall come to pass as 
never were since this world was created. 

Then shall they behold me coming from above in the li<Yht of my 
Father with the power and honour of the holy angels."' Then at 
my comiug shall the fence of fire of paradise be done away-because 
paradise is girt round nbout with (ire. And this shall be that 
perpetual fire that shall consume the earth and all the clements of 
the world. 

ThPn shall the spirits and souls of all men come fm-th from 
paradise and shall come upon all the earth: and every one of 
them shall go unto l1is own body, where it is laid up, and cYery 
one of them shall say: Here licth my borlv. And when the 
grcnt voice of those spirits shall be heard, then shall there be 
a great earthquake over all the world, and by the might thereof 
the mountains shall be c:love11 from al.,ove and the rocks from 
beneath. Then shall every spirit return into his own vessel, 
and the bodies of the saints which have fallen asleep shall :irise. 

Then shall their bodies he changed into the image and Jih·•:.:ss 
and the honour of the holy angels, and into the po"·<'r or the 
image of mine holy Father. Then shall th,·~· he clo1 heel with I he 
vi>sture of life eternal. out of the cloud of lii,:1,t wluch hath ll<'\'t'r 
been seen in this world; for that cloud cometh down out of th,· 
highest realm of the heaven from the power of my FathC'r. :\nd 
that cloud shall compasc; about with the Leuutr thereof all the 
spirits that have believed in me. 

Then shail they be clothed, and shall be borne by the hanclc; 
of the holy angels like as I have told you aforetime. Tltrn also 
shall they be lifted up into the air upon a cloud 1.11 light, and slt:t!J 
~o with me rejoicing unto hea\'en. an,] then slwll they Cu11tmuc 
m the light and honour of my Father. Then shall there be unto 
them great gladness with my Father and before the holy angels. 
T hese are the signs of the sixth day. 

And on the seventh d:w at the eighth liour there 'Shall he 
voi<:co; in the fom corners of the heaven. And all U,e air shnll 
be shaken, and filled with holy angels, and they shall make war 
among them all the day long. And in that clay shali n1int' C'IPrt 
be so1wht out by the holy angels from the destruction of the 
world.,., Then shill all men see that the hour of their destruction 
drawcth near. These arc the sign<; of the seventh clay. 

And when the seven days are passed by, on the eighth day at 
the sixth hour there shall 

0

be a s" eet and tender voice in he:l\·cn 
from the east. Then shall that ancrc:J be revealed which hath 
power over the holy a~gels: and all tl1e angel.s shall go forth with 
him, sitting upon cha.nots of the clouds of mmc lwly Father (so). 

870 00 
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rejoicina and running upon the air beneath the heaven to deliver 
the elect that have believed in me. And they shall rejoice that 
the destruction of this world hath come. 

The words of the Saviour unto Thomas are ended, concerning the 
end of this world. 

None of the Latin texts seem to be complete. But we see that 
Wilhelm's text is a blend of two sorts of Apocalypse-that akin to 
Daniel which, under the form of prophecy, describes events contem­
porary with the author and continues them into the future: and that 
which is more akin to John and describes the signs of the end. 

Bihlmeyer's text has only the latter element, and as it agrees pretty 
closely with our oldest authority, the Vienna fragment (though in 
that, a.<; I have said, something did precede Bihlmeyer's opening), 
I judge it to be the older of the two forms. The first part of Wilhelm's 
text with its clum~y indiNttinn of Ar<'ntli11s :md Honorius by means of 
their initials is much in the manner of the later Sibyllines, in which this 
particular trick is pushed to an absurd length, and used for quite 
imaginary personages as well as historic ones. In the second part 
Wilhelm's text departs widely from the Vienna fragment, and here 
again shows itself as probably inferior. 

The Apocalypse, we see, was known in En!lland in the ninth century 
at least: and I think it must prohably be regarded as the ultimate 
parent of a little piece which is found in innumerable manuscripts 
and has often been printed: I mean Jerome oo the Fifteen Signs of 
the Inst days before the judgement. The beginning of this states that 
Jerome found it 'in the annals of the Hebrews'. Its popularity was 
very great. Illustrations of the Fifteen Signs are occasionally to be 
found in manuscripts, and I have seen them on the alabaster tablets 
carved at Nottingham in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, but 
the best-known representation of them is in a window at All Saints', 
North Street, York, where they are accompanied by mottoes taken 
from the 'Prick of Conscience', which used to be attributed to Richard 
of Hampole. 

'l'he Anglo-Saxon version in the Vercelli Book (no. xv) begins thus: 
We are told in this book how Saint Thomas the apostle of God 

asked our Lord when the time of Antichrist should be. Then the 
Lord spake unto him and said thus: 

It bchoveth tha t it be in the next days. Then shall be hunger 
and war, &c.: 

The text conforms, generally speaking, to the longer recensions. 
The signs of the fifth day are omitted. The conclusion diver,,es from 
the Latin and tells how the Virgin, lllichael, and Peter suc~cssivcly 
intercede with the Judge, and he forgives a third part of the sinners 
at the prayer of each. But not all are patdoned: for we then have 
the sentences: Vcnite bencdicti antl Discedite maledicti as in Matt. xxv. 

Quite recently (in Proc. R.1.A.) the Rev. St. J. Seymour has pointed 
out the probable dependence of the Saltair 11a Rann (eleventh century) 
on our apocalypse in its description of the Signs of the End. 
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THE APOCALYPSE OF THE VIRGIN. A. GREE K 
We have this in Greek in a great many texts. The oldest I have 

found was edited by me in 1803. A very brief summary of it will 
suffice, for it is a late and dreary production. 

The Virgin at the l\Iount of Olives prays to be told about the 
t orments of hell and the next world. Michael is sent. Ile takes 
her to t he west: the earth opens and discloses the lost who did 
not worship the Trinity. 

She sees a great darkness. At her prayer it is lifted and she 
sees souls t ormented with boiling pitch. No one has yet inter­
ceded for them. neither Abraham, John Baptist, Moses, nor P a ul. 
T hey are unbelievers. 

They go to the south: there is a r iver of fire with souls im­
mersed at various depths. Cursers of their parents. Causers of 
abortion. False swearers. A man hung by the feet and devoured 
by worms is a usurer. A woman hung by t he ears. with serpents 
coming out of her mouth and biting her, is a ba{·klJiler and gossip. 

They go (again!) to the west. In a cloud of fire lie thost> who 
lay late on Sunday. On fiery seats sit those who did not ri~o at 
t he entry of t he priest. On an iron tree hang blasphemers and 
slanderers. A man hung by hands and feet is the evil stew:ird 
(oeconomus) of a church. \'Vicked pries ts , readers, bi~hops, 
widows of priests who married again, an 'arc:hdeacone:ss ', covctot,s 
women, are severally described. 

They go to the left-hand of paradise. In a river of pitch and 
fire are the Jews who crucilled Jesus, those who denied boµtism, 
t hose guilty of various impurities, sorcerers, murderer:,;, they who 
strangle their children. In a lake of fire are bad Christian~. 

A great appeal of the Virgin follows, in whid1 she cntrcnts all 
t he saints to intercede, with her, for the Christians. At :,,st tt1e 
Son appears, and grants the days of Pentecost as a season of 
rest to the lost. 

In some texts a visit of the Virgin to paradise follows this ; but 
it is usually short and uninteresting. In one of the Eastern bo0l, s 
on the Assumpti.m (see p. 222) there is a very di!Iuse account 
of paradise as seen by the Virgin. 

APOCALYPSE OF THE VIRGIN. B. ETHIOPIC 
This is whollv different from the Greek. It was edited ~ith a Lat in 

version by Chaine in 1000 (Corpus Scriptt. Christ. Orie_nt. i . 7) with 
texts of the Protevangelium and a story of the Assumption. 

The Apocalypse is almost wholly bo~rowed from th~t of P.aul. 
Cha.ine takes it to be 11 version from Arabic, and t he Arabic he thin~ 
was translated from Greek. 
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John is the narrator. The Virgin called him to listen to a 
wonderful mystery which had been revealed to her: as she 
prayed at Golgotha at noon on the sixth day of the week a cloud 
came and took her into the third heaven. The Son appeared 
and said that he would show her a great mystery. 'Look upon 
the earth beneath.' (Here we have ch. 13 of Paul! and from .this 
point we continue with the text of Paul sometimes amplified 
with quotations from the Bible.) 

At Paul 31 we have the addition-doubtless correct-that the 
souls who were neither hot nor cold sit beside the river of fire. 
There are several variations and additions to the list of torments, 
not worth specifying, but the section which corresponds to Paul 4.0 
must be quoted (unpleasant as the topic is) on account of its 
affinity with Peter. 

\Vomen are seen, bitten by serpents, dogs, lions, and leopards 
of lire. They are nuns who violated the rule and slew their 
children. 

Often they caused their death before they were born. They 
shed their blood on the ground, or killed them when born, or 
their fathers gave poison to the mothers. • But these children 
cry out before the throne of my Father, and say: Lord, they 
have not suffered us to grow up to do good or evil: the halt 
of us they gave to the dogs and cast the other half to the swine. 
And when we heard the words of these children, I and my Father 
and the Comforter were grieved, and I commanded Ternliaqos 
to set them in a beautiful abode. But for their fathers and 
mothers this is their torment for ever.' 

The Virgin says: If they repent wilt thou not forgive them? 
Yes, if' they do so from their heart. But as for their pastors 
who did not admonish them, their part shall be with Eli and 
Fola. Eli did not reprove bis sons, Fola sold his daughters 
for an ox. 

I do not know who Fola was. 
The Apocalypse ends with ch. 44 of Paul. There is no trace in it ot 

Paul 1-12 or 45-51, 

llEVELATION OF STEPHEN 
The 'Ilevelation called of Stephen' is condemned, like that of 

Tliomas, in the Gelasian Decree. Sixtus Senensis, Bibliotheca t:.'ancta 
(15U3), p. 115, says: 'The Apocalypse of Stephen the first martyr 
who _was one of t~e seven de~cons .of the apostles ~as prized by the 
!\laniehaean heretics as Serapion witnesses.' Serapion of Thmuis, he 
elsewhere says (p. 299), wrote a large and very notable work against 
the Manichaeans in Greek • which I have lately read•. Our texts of 
Serapion contain no mention of the Apocalypse of Stephen. But no 
lla111chaeao would have cared about the book which I am going to 
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speak of.• It has been usually guessed that the writing so described 
wa~ the account of the finding of St. Stephen's bodv, the whereabouts 
of which was revealed by Gamaliel in a vision to Lucian. With Stephen 
were found the bodies of Gamaliel and his son A bi bas, and of Nico­
demus. Lucian's narrative was known to Augustine: it purports to 
be of the year 415, and there is little in it, as compared with similar 
'inventions' of relics, which justifies its being solemnly condemned as 
apocryphal. 

So says I. Franko, who in 1906 (Zeitschr. /. Ntl. Wiss.) published 
a SlaYonic romance which, he says, is the real beginning of Lucian's 
narrative. · 

The substance of it is this: 
Two years after the Ascension there was a contcc;t about 

Jesus. l\lany learned men had assembled at Jerusalem from 
Ethiopia., the Thebnid, Alexandria, Jerusalem, Asia, l\laurctania, 
and Babylon. There was a irreat clamour among them like 
thunder, lasting till the fourth hour. 

Stephen, a learned m;:in of the tribe of Dcnjamin, stood on 
a high place and addressed the assembly. "1iy this tumult? 
said he. Blessed is he who has not doubted concerning .Jesu~. 
Born of a pure virgin he filled the world with light. B~· Sntan's 
contrivances Herod slew 14.000 (144,000) children. Ilr i;pnk, 
of the miracles of .Jesus. \Voe to the unbelievers when he shall 
come as jnd!;e, with angels, a fiery chariot, a might~· wind: the 
stars shall fall, the heavens open, the books be 1,row!ht forward. 
The twelve angels who are set over every soul shall um·cil the 
deeds of men. The sea shall move and give up what is m it. 
The mountain~ fall, all the surface of the earth becomes sm,,oth. 
Great winged thrones are set. The Lord, nnd Christ, an<l the 
Holy Spirit take their seats. The Father bids Jesus i.it on his 
right hand. 

At this point the crowd cried out: Blasphemy! and took 
Stephen before Pilate. 

Pilate stood on the steps and reproached them: You com­
pelled me to crucify the Innocent; why rage against this man? 
\\ hy gnash your teeth? Are ye yet foolish? 

They led Stephen away. Caiaphas ordered him to be beaten 
till the blood ran. And he prayed: Lay not this sin to their ch;jrge. 
We saw how angels ministered to him. 

• I must record one of the very rare errors of Fabricius here. He 
(Cod. Apocr. N. T., i, p. 965) cites Sixtus Senensis as snying (on the 
authority of Serapion) that the l\laniehaeaos so prized the Ilcvcla1 i .. n 
of Stephen as to carry it in the skin of their thighs I This long punled 
me, and I could not find it in Si,..'1.us. But at last I noticed I.Ii.it at the 
end of the artit:le just preceding Stephanus, Victor Vilensis is quoted 
to this effect: The Manichaeans so honoured their teacher that they 
used to have these words inscribed on the skin of their thighs, · Ma,1i­
chaeus, disciple of Christ JesU$ '. Perhaps some one hns already explaiutd 
this in pl'int; if so, I have not seen it. 
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In the morning Pilate called his wife and two children: they 
baptized t hemselves and praised God. 

Three thousand men now assembled and disputed with Stephen 
for three days and three nights. On the fomth day they took 
counsel and sent to Caesarea of P alestine for Saul of Tarsus, 
who had a commission to seize upon Christians. He took his 
place on the judgement seat and said : I wonder that thou, 
a wise man, and my kinsman, believest all this. None of the 
Sanhedrin have ~iven up the Law. I have been through all 
Judaea, Galilee, Peraea, Damascus, and the city of the Jesitites 
to seek out believers. 

Stephen lifted up his hands and said: Silence, persecutor! 
Recognize the Son of God. Thou makcst me doubt of my own 
4"!escent. But I see that thou sholt ere long drink of the same 
cup as I. What t hou doest, do quickly. Saul rent his clothes 
and beat Stephen. Gamaliel, Saul's teacher, spran~ forth and 
gave Saul a buffet, saying: Did I teach thee sucn conduct? 
know that what this man saith is acceptable and good. 

Saul was yet more enraged, and loolced fiercely on him, saying: 
I spare thine old age, but thou shalt reap a due reward for this. 
Gamaliel answered : I ask nothing better than to suffer with 
Christ. The elders rent their clothes, cast dust on their heads, 
and cried: Crucify the blasphemers. 

Saul said: Guard them until the morrow. Next day he sat 
on the judgement seat and had them brought before him, and 
t hey were led away to be crucified. An angel came and cast 
away the cross, and Stephen's wounds were healed. Seven men 
came and poured molten lead into his mouth and pitch into 
h is ears. They drove nails into his breast and feet, and he 
prayed for t heir forgiveness. Again an angel came down and 
healed him, and a great multitude believed. 

Next day all assembled and t ook him out of the cit y to judge 
h im. He mounted upon a stone and addressed them: How 
long will ye harden your hearts? Tbe Law and the Prophets 
spake of Christ. In the first Law, and the second, and the other 
books it is written ; When the year of the covenant cometh 
I will send my beloved angel, the good spiri t of sonship, from 
a pure maiden, the fruit of truth, without ploughshare and 
without seed, and an image of sowing (?), and the fruit shall 
grow after the ... of planting for ever from the word of my 
covenant, and signs shall come to pass. And Isaiah saith: Unto 
us a child is born, &c. And again: Behold, a virgin shall con­
ceive, &c. And the prophet Nathan said: I saw one, a maiden 
and without t ouch of man, and a man child in her arms, and that 
was the Lord of the earth unto the end of the earth. And again 
the prophet Baruch saith: Christ the et ernal appeareth as a 
stone from the mountain and brcaketh in pieces the idol temples 
of the • • • David also said: Arise, 0 Lord, unto t hy resting place, 
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&c. Understand then, 0 foolish ones, what the prophet saith: 
In this word shalt thou judge. 

And he looked up to heaven and said: I see the heaven 
opened and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God. 

Then they laid hands on him, saying: He blasphemeth I 
Gamaliel said: ,vherein? This righteous man hath seen the 
Son saying to the Father: Lo, the Jews rage against me and 
cease not to ill-treat them that confess my name. And th,. 
Father said: Sit thou on my right hand until I make thine 
enemies thy footstool. 

Then they bound Stephen and took him away to Alexander, the 
reader, who was a chief of the people, and of the troop in Tiberias. 

In the fourth watch of the night, a light as of lightning shone 
round auout him, aud a voice said: Be strong. Thou art my 
first martyr, and thine hour is nigh. I will write the record of 
thee in the book of everlasting life. 

The Jews took counsf'l and decreed that he should be stoned. 
There were with him Abibas, Nicodemus, Gamaliel, Pilate, 
his wife and two children, and a multitude of believers. Saui 
stood forth and beckoned, and said: It would have been better 
that this man should not be slain, because of his great wisd0m: 
but forasmuch as he is an apostate, I condenm Stephen to be 
stoned. The people said: He shall be stoned: but those who 
stood in the front rank with staves looked on each other and 
durst not lay hands on him: for he was renowned among the 
people. 

Saul was wroth, and stripped those servants of their garments 
and laid them on the table; and commanded the men to stone 
Stephen. 

Stephen looked round and said: Saul, Saul, that which thou 
d oest unto me to-day, that same will the Jews do unto thee 
to-morrow. And when thou sufferest, thou shalt think on me. 

The people cast stones upon him so thickly that the lig ht of 
the sun was darkened. Nicodemus and Gamaliel put their 
arms about him and shielded him, and were slain, and gave up 
their souls to Christ. 

Stephen prayed, saying: Forgive them that stone us, for by 
their means we trust to enter into thy kingdom. And at the 
tenth hour he gave up the ghost. Then bcat.tiful youths ap­
peared, and fell upon the bodies and wept aloud: and the 
people beheld the souls borne up by angels into heaven, and saw 
the heavens open and the hosts coming to meet the souls. And 
the people mourned for three days and three nights. 

Pilate took the bodies and put each one into a silver coffin 
with his name upon it: but Stephen's coffin '\Vas gilt: and he 
laid them in his secret sepulchre. But Stephen prayed: Let 
my body be buried in my land of Serasima in l{apogemala 
(Caphargamala) until the revealing, when the martyrs that 
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follow me shall be gathered together. And an ange1 came and 
removed the bodies thither. 

But Pilate rose early to burn incense before the bodies, and 
found them not; and rent his clothes, saying: VVas I then not 
worthy to be thy servant? On the night following, Stephen 
appeared and said to him: Weep not . I prayed God to hide 
our bodies. In the time of our revealing one of thy seed shall 
find us after a vision, and thy desire shall be fulfilled . But 
build a house of prayer and celebrate our feast in the month 
of April. After seven months thou also shalt rest. And Pilate 
did so : and he died, and was burierl at Kapartasala: and his 
wife also died in peace. But the holy martyrs appeared thrice 
to venerable and believing men, speaking to them, and revealing 
divine words: for after their death many believed. 

One of Fmnko's two manuscripts omits all mention of Pilate, 'l\•ho 
is indeed not necessary to the story. '£he statements about him are 
quite irreconcilable with other legends, even those of the Eastern 
Church which take the favourable view of him. 

Franko is dearly right in saying that this romance implies a con­
tinuation, anti mo~t likely right in holding that the Lucian-narrative 
implies a previous story. nut the extravagimce of the Slavonic text 
is such that one can11ot but think it bas been improved by the trans• 
lator: and if Pilate could be gratuitously inserted-as I think he has 
been-by one redactor, others may equally well have been at work. 


