THE FIRST BOOK OF MACCABEES

INTRODUCTION

§ 1. TITLE.

Tur Greek title Muxkaguior ' o takes its origin from the surname applied, in the first instance,
to Judas (cp. « Mace. ii. 4. 66§ 2 Mace. viii. 5 10; % L 16, &), but later on to all the members
of the family and their followers. The title is transliterated by Origen (Fusebius, /st Eccl. vi.
25. 2) SapAnd Saferaéd (=wseen na 90 ‘the book of the house of the Hasmonmans', sce
further, Dalman, Aramidische Grammatil. p. 7 [2and ed.]) ; but this title is Aramaic, and is not likely
to have stood at the head of it book written in Hebrew (see § ) it wis, therefore, probably, the
title of an Aramaic translation of the original Hebrew.  What the actual title of the book in its original
form was, is not known.

§ 2. CONTENTS.

The book is a seher and, on the whole, trustworthy account of the Jewish struggle for religious
liberty and political independence during the years 1 75-135 1 ¢, i c. from the accession of Antiochus
Epiphanes to the death of Simon the Maccabee, The narrative is, with few exceptions, written in
chronological order, and is concerned almost wholly with military cvents, The main part of the
book deals with the exploits of Judas Maccabacus, who is regarded as the central figure in the whole
struggle.  The divisions of the book are clearly marked, and are as follows :

i. 1—9. A brief introduction in which reference is made to the conquests of Alexander the Great,
and the division of his kingdom.

10-64. The original cause of the Maccabaean struggle.

il. 1-70. The beginning of the struggle, under the leadership of Mattathias.

iii. 1-ix. 22. The account of the events during the leadership of Judas. The purification of
the Temple and re-dedication of the altar. The acquisition of religious liberty.

ix. 23-xii. 53. The leadership of Jonathan : the establishment of the Hasmonacan high-priest-

ood.

xiii. 1—xvi. 24. The leadership of Simon ; political independence secured. A brief reference to
the rule of John Hyrcanus.

§3 THE AUTHOLK,

There are no direct indications in the book as to who the author was, nor is anyvthing to be gathered
clsewhere regarding him: but some points concerning him may be inferred from certain data in his
book. It is clear that he was a rigid adherent of orthodox Judaism, and his patriotism is everywhere
evident. That he was a native of Palestine is equally clear, for he munifests an intimate, and cven
minute knowledge, both of the geography and topography of the land.  There are grounds for
believing that he belonged o the circle of the Sadducees ; although a loyal uphoelder of the Law, his
zeal is not characterized by any approach to Pharisaic fanaticism ; his sympathy for the Jewish high-
priesthood is frequently manifested ; his tolerant attitude towards the profaning of the Sabbath
(ii. 41 ; ix. 43 L) is very different from that which would have been adopted by a Pharisee ; there is
not the slightest hint of a belief in the life after death, sce ii, 52 fi. where a reference to this weuld
have been eminently appropriate, had it been believed in.  These reasons go far in justifying the
opinion that the author was a Sadducee,

! The name is derived, most probably, from the Hebrew 7329 ¢ hammer * (cp. Judges iv. 211 ; another derivation is
suggested by S. J. Curtiss ( The name Machabee, Leipzig, 1876), namely *32% * quencher* (cp. Isa. sliii. 17), i.e. he who
exterminated the enemies of his people.  Earlier ¢ ators explained the name as consisting of the mitial letters
of the words mm i nass w [';I:;:f i;vlilﬁ ulnlu trdechammmg |helgods, Yahweh ', Exod. xv. 11); but there is no
reason to suppose that a cryptic title of this kind wou ve been adopted by those whose specinl hoast was loyulty
10 their God and His Law. e
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1 MACCABEES

§ 4. DaTE OF THE BOOK.

The passages which throw light on the date of the composition of the book are: :

(a) In reference to the sepulchre which Simon the Maceabee built for his parents and his four
brothers at Modin, the writer says in xiii. 30: * This is the sepulehre which he made at Modin, and it
is there unto this day. The sepulchre in question was an claborate one, as is clear from the
description given (xiii. 27-29) ; it consisted of seven pyramids with ‘ great pillars " around them ; when,
1 ore, it is spoken of as being in existence *unto this day ', it must have been standing I'c:r some
considerable time when the author wrote this book. The building of this sepulchre is descrlbc.d as
having tiken place immediately after the death of Jonathan (xiii. 25), i.¢. in 143 1.0, and Stmo_n
was murdered in 135 & . When the writer, therefore, speaks of the sepulchre standing ‘unto this
day ', we must allow at the least the lapse of about th?rly_ years, prob'ably more, from the time the
year 144 IC. to the time when the writer made this staitement.  That would make the carliest
possible date of the book about 110 1, C. .

) But in xvi. 23,24 we have the following : * And the rest of the acts of _[ohn, and of hiswars. ..
iehold, they are written in the chronicles of his high-priesthood, from the time that he was made
high-priest after his father ' the formula here used is very frequent in the O.T._, but it is l_rwanably
employed in reference to i ruler whose reign hias been concluded,  These chronicles, that is to say,
took up the surrative at which our author ceased his account ; thercfore he was writing at a period
subsequent to the time at which the chronicles of John's high-pricsthood had been compiled.  Now
John (Hyrcanus) died in 105 1.0, so that even if the records of his doings were bcmielrc t from
year to year during his rule, they were not finished until the year 165 B.C, and therefore the
writer of 1 Macc. diﬁ not begin his work until, at the carliest, after this year, On the other hand,
the book cannot have becn written after the year 63 1. C., for it was in the autumn of this year
that Pompey took Jerusalem, and desecrated the Temple by entering into the Holy of Holies
(cp. Josephus, Antig. XIV. iv, 2-43 Hell, Jud. 1, vii. 3-6); it is inconceivable that the book would
have contained no reference to this, had it been written after this calamity had taken place.  Cf. the
references to the faithfulness of the Romans as allies (viii, 1. 12, xii, 1, xiv. 40). Roughly speaking,
therefore, the book must have been finished some time between the years 10e—70 k. C., nearer the former
than the latter date.  But this does not mean to say that the writer did not degin his work at an
varlier period ; for, although, the author made use of certain docunents (see below), which implies,
of course, that lie wis writing some time subsequent to the events recorded, there are passages which
certainly give the impression that he wrote as a contemporary of those who took the leading part in
those cvents; such a passage, e g. as Xiv, 4-17, in which the details of Simon's reign are described,
reads like the account of an cye-witness; it was a period of ¢ (* And the land had rest all the
days of Simon '), and thercfore conducive to literary work, ere seems to be nothing that can be
arged against the beliof that the writer began his work during the reign of Simon ; the looking-up of
records, and the compiling of a book which is, upon the face of it, a very careful piece of work, must
have taken some time to complete. The conclusion, therefore, is that the gathering of materials
began as carly as the time of Simon (142135 1. €.), but that the completed work must be dated some
time later.  We cannot be far wrong in assigning the work in its final form to somewhere during the
last quarter of the second century B.C.

§ 50 LITERARY AND RELIGIOUS CHARACTERISTICS.

Although a translation (sce § A) the literary style of the book is admirable ; the narrative is written
in a simple, straightforward manner, with an entire absence of anything artificial ; the reader’s interest
is engagied throughout, both on account of the casy fluw in the style of writing, as well as on account
of the graphic way in which the details are presented.  The author writes as a historian, whose duty
1 is to record the facts without colouring them with personal observations; he is impartial, but this
does not prevent him fram sometimes bursting out into a poetical strain. While, as might be
expected, there are froquent reminiscences of the language of the Old Testament, the author in no
wise imnitates this his writing being marked throughout by his own individual style, On the other
hand, there are not infrequent exaguerations, cspecially in point of numbers; and considerable
freedom is observable in the way in which discourses are put into the mouths of important persons
but in thest things the author only shows himself to be the child of his age ; his substantial accuracy
and trustworthiness are not affected thereby.,

From the religious standpoint the book is likewise marked by special characteristics; these areto
be explained partly by the writer's sober and matter-of-fact way of looking at things, and partly by
the somewhat altered religious outlook of the age as compared with carlier times. The most str&ing
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INTRODUCTION

characteristics here are (i) that the direct divine intervention in the nation's affairs is not nearly so
prominently expressed as in the books of the Old Testament ; and (i) that God is not mentioned by
name in the whole book. The writer is very far from being wanting in religious belief and feeling |
his conviction of the existence of an all-sceing Providence who helps those who are worthy comes out
xtmn?iy in such passages as ii. 61, iii. 18 ff, iv. 10 ff, ix. 46, xii. 15; but he evidently has an almost
equally strong belief in the truth expressed in the modern proverb, that * God helps those who help
themselves’. This very sensible religious attitude, which is as far removed from scepticism as it i
from fatalism, fully corresponds tu the writer's sober impartiality as a historian.  But his attitude was,
doubtless, also due to the influence of certain tendencies which were beginning to assert themselves,
These centred round the Jewish doctrine of God. Just as there was a disinclination, on account of
its transcendent holiness, to utter the name of God, and instead, to substitute paraphrases for it
so there arose also a disinclination te ascribe action among men directly to God, because of His
inexpressible majesty. One result of this was the further tendency to emphasize and extend the
scope of human free-will. These tendencies were only beginning to exert their influence, but they
largely explain the religious characteristics of the book.

§ 6. ORIGINAL LANGUAGE.

In his Prologus Galeatns Jerome distinctly states that lebrew was the language in which the
book was written : * Machabacorum primum librum hebraicum repperi” (cp. also the title given by
Origen, sec § 1 above). The question arises, nevertheless, as to whether llechw proper or Palestinian
Aramaic is meant; two considerations, however, make it almost certain that it was Hebrew. In
the first place, the writer clearly takes as his pattern the ancient inspired Seripiures (ep. Grimm,
p. xvii), so that the obvious presumption is that he would have written in the holy tingue.  And,
secondly, there arc many indications in the book itself that it was translated from |lebrew rather
than from Aramaic, many of these will be found in the commentary ; in some cases. mistakes in transla-
tion are most casily and naturally accounted for on the supposition that they were translated from
Hebrew, e.g. i. 28 xal érelirly 1) vij &ml robs xarowoberas admjr: this presupposes an original 2y which
was translated “against instead of * because of "5 it can mean cither of these, according to the context:
other examples are found in ix. 24, xiv. 28, sec notes in commentary.  There are, furthermore, many
examples of Hebrew idiomatic phrases translated literally into Greek.  There can, therefore, be no
reasonable doubt that the book was originally written in Hebrew. But it seems clear that this
original Hebrew text was little used, and disappeared altogether at a very carly period ; the reasons
which lead to this supposition are firstly that not even does Josephus show any signs of having used
it, and secondly, as ‘Torrey (£. 2%, 2866) points out: * There is no evidence of correction from the
Hebrew, either in the Greek, or in any other of the versions . . . on the contrary. our Greck version
is plainly seen to be the result of a single translation from a Hebrew manuscript which was not free
from faults.’

§ 7. THE SOURCES OF THE BOOK.

One of the chief sources of information utilized by the writer of 1 Macc. seems to have been the
accounts given to him by eye-witnesses of many of the events recorded ; onc is led to this conviction
by considering the wonderfully graphic descriptions of certain episodes (cp.. . g, iv. =24, vi. 28-34.
vii. 26-30, ix. 1-22, 32-53, X. 59-66, &c.), the sober presentation of the facts, and the frequent
mention of details obviously given for no uther reason tﬂau that they actually eccurred.  That the
writer had also written sources to draw from is to be presumed from such passages as ix. 22: *And
the rest of the acts of Judas, and his wars, and the valiant deeds which he did, and his greatness,
they are not written,’ the implication being that in part these acts had been written (ep. xi. 37, xiv, 18,
27, 48, 49), and xvi. 23, 24 * And the rest of the acts of John . . . behold, they are written in the
chronicles of his high-priesthood. . . .

Besides these sources, there are a certain number of documents which have been incorporated in
the book ; the genuineness, or otherwise, of these requires some more detailed consideration.  They
fall into three groups; but for reasons which will become apparent the documents belonging to cach
group respectively cannot in every case be kept separate.

L Letters of Fewish origin,

a) The letter from the Jews in Gilead asking Judas to send them help because they were being
attacked by the Gentiles (v. 10-13). This purports to contain the very words which were written |
but it is probably merely a summary of what the author of the book had derived from some well-
informed source; that it represents, however, in brief, the contents of some written document, and
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I MACCABEES

was not simply « verbal message, may be assumed, as it stands in contrast to what is said to have
been a verbal message in v. 15. . b

(#) The letter from Jonathan to the Spartans (xii. 6 18). Concerning this it must be said that
the antificial way in which it has heen pressed into the text is sufficient to arouse suspicion. In xii. 1
we are told of an embassy being sent to Rome; the narrative is broken by . 2 which refers to a
Jetrer which was sent to the Spartans, and * to other places’: in 2. 3, which comes naturally after 2. 1,
the thread of the narrative is taken up again. Then in #. 5, wherc one might reasonably have
expected further details about the embassy to Rome, it goes on to say : * And this is the copy of the
Jetter which Jonathan wrote to the Spartans. The copy of this letter then‘ follows ; but the main
subject with which the chapter began, obvicusly a more important one, is left without further
mention.,  On considering the letter itself, it must strike one that it is net easy to understand what
the purpose of it was. i 2. 10 the purpose is stated to be the renewing of brotherhood and friend-
ship: but in the sume breath, is it were, it is said that the Jews needed none of these things, * having
for our encouragement the holy books which are in our hands.” Then, again, in ©. 13, after reference
has been made to the afflictions which the Jews had endured, the letter continues (z2, 14, 15): ‘We
were not mindful, therefore, to be troublesome unto you . . . for we have the help which is from
heaven to help us, . .. Thus,in the same letter, brotherhood and friendship are desired, on the one
hand, while o the other it is said that this is not required.  The object of the letter is, thercfore, not
‘apparent ; nor can it be said that it reads like a genuine document. That a relationship of some
Jeined existed between the Jews and the Spartans need not be doubted ; the letter probably reflects
the fact of this relutionship, which the writer of this book, or more probably a later editor, desired to
place on vecord, while not wishing to make it appear that his people had any need to depend upon
fureign help in strugeling with their cnemics (see further the netes on this passage in the commentary).
In connexion with this letter the following one must be considered.

(c) The letter from Arcios, king of the Spartans, to Onias the high-priest (xii. 20-23). This owes
its presence heve to the fact that in the letter just dealt with Jonathan cites the existence of former
friendship between the Jews and the Spartans as a reason for renewing the same (xii. 7-g); it is
added as an appendix to Jonathans letter.  The original of this document must have been written
about 150 to 200 years earlier than that in which it is incorporated (see the notes on the passage in
the commentary). It is only of indirect importance in the present connexion as it does not bear on
the history of the Maccabaean struggle.  But the fact of a letter written so long before this period
hwing quoted here shows with what care such documents were preserved, and thus tends to inspire
confidence in the general historicity of our book, since it is clear that the writer (or, as in this case,
probably a later editor) bad recourse to the national archives for information ; for even if, as some
commentators rightly believe, this letter was added by a lawer editor, it is equally true that he
depended on ancient documents for his additions.

(d) In xiv. 27-47 we have a source of an entirely different character. This passage contains
a panegyric on Simon, together with a »/svmé of his prosperous reign. It is stated to have been
engraved on tables of brass, and to have been set up in a conspicuous place within the precincts of
the sanctuary | copies of it are also said to have been deposited in the treasury (cp. vv. 27, 48, 49).
Oin compiring the details of Simon's reign given in this section with those in chaps. xi-xiii, however,
it will be found that there are several chronological discrepancies. The course of the history, as
given in the book ivself, is ncknowledged on all hands to be, on the whole,of a thoroughly trustworthy
chiteter s bt if the passage in guestion be really the copy of an official document, as it purports to
Die, the teeuriey of other portions of the bouk is, to some extent, impugned. It is difficult to suppose
that one and the same author would write the historical account of Simon’s reign in chaps. xi-xiii,
and then in the very next chapter give a résumd of what had preceded diﬁcri::-:‘imm it in a number
of particulires, The suggested explanation of the difficulty is as follows: The original writer of the
hook gawe fn chaps. xi xiii 4 substantially correct account of the period of history in question, but
was innccurate i the sequence of events: a later editor added a copy of the document under con-
sideration, to which the original authorof the book, for some reason or other, did not have access ;
or perhaps he gathered his materials from different eye-witnesses of the events recorded, and therefore
saw o purpose inatilizing this document.  The later editor was not concerned with the discrepancies
between the written history and the copy of the document which he added, because he saw that, in
the main, they were in agreement.  If this solution be the correct one it will follow that for the

histm-ica::I period in question we have two independent accounts as far as the main history is
concerned. '
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ii. Letters from the suserain poicer (Syrian kings) to Fewish leaders.

(@) The letter from Alexander Halas' to Jonathan (x. 18 20). There can scarcely be twa
opinions regarding this document ; it is not a copy of the letter, but merely its purport which our
author has woven into his narrative. much after the same manner in which he incorpoerates the gencral
sense of the various Sﬁeshm he records. It is far too short and abrupt to be the actual letter of one
who was seeking the help and alliance of the Jewish leader, and for whose friendship this aspirant to
the Syrian throne was bidding. The author of our book, moreover, adds some words of his own in
the middle of the letter, a thing he is scarcely likely to have done had he been quoting the actual
words of the letter itself.  On the other hand, there is not the slightest reason to doubt that a genuine
document has been made use of here.

(&) The letter from Denietrius T to the nation of the Jews (x. 23 43). This was written for the
purpose of out-bidding Alexander Balas in promises of fivour, remitting of taxes, and conferring of
privileges, &c., on the Jews in return for their support in his struggle 1o retain his throne.  While it
must be admitted that the letter is based upon an original document—all the probabilities go ta
support this—there are two reasons for questioning the accuracy of the details.  The promises and
concessions made to the Jews are of such an exaggerated character that, hid they really been made,
they would have defeated their object by arousing suspicions among the Jews regarding the writer's
sincerity ; this, indeed, was actually the case (see . 46), but the reason of Jonathan's meredulity is
not the character of the promises, but the fact that Demetrius had before done * great evil in Tsrael *.
and *had afflicted them very sore’; that does not tally with the contents of the letter as given.  1f
one compares the sober contents of another letter from Demetrius on the sime subject, not actually
quoted, but incorporated in the narrative (x. 3 6), the document under consideration must strike one
as untrustworthy as regards details. Then, in the second place, a number of the things actually
promised in the letter correspond so exactly with the highest aspirations of the Jews at this time,
that they suggest rather the expression of Jewish ideals than actual promises ; such are. the promise that
Jerusalem is to be “holy and free' {3+ 31). a thing which would have been impossible for the Syrian
king to grant if he was to have any real held upon this part of his kingdom, a Syrian garrison in
Jerusalem being essential to his overlordship ; the promise to permit the full observance of all the
ancient feasts and holy-days, together with “ immunity and release” * for all Jews during these periods.
as well as during three days before and after each (w2 34. 35); this would have meant an end to the
hellenization of Jewry which the Syrian kings had always regarded s indispensable if the jews were
to be their genuine subjects; the promise that the Jews were to have their own laws (2. 37), a thing
which would have meant an fmperinne in tmperdo, 2 dangerous state of affairs from the Syrian point
of view ; and finally, the promise to remit a large amount of taxation, and to give princely gifts to
the sanctuary (2. 39 fi); this would have meant considerable loss to the royal coffers at a time when
there was the highest need of increasing monctary supplies. For these reasons, the letter we are
considering must be regarded as ungenuine so far as most of its details are concerned.

(¢) The letter from Demetrius 11 to Jonathan, enclosing one to Lasthenes ixi. 3o 37).  Most of
what has been said regarding (4) applics to this document as well, Tt represents an original letter,
the contents of which were utilized by the author of 1 Macc,, and elaborated in accordance with his
ideas of things.

(@) The letter from Antiochus VI to Jonathan (xi. 57).  This is clearly a succinet summing-up of
the contents of the original letter: its extreme shortness and the absence of salutation show that,
a]l‘though wlrittcn in the first person, it does not profess to de more than to give the general sense of
the original.

() The letter from Demetrius T to Simon (xiii. 36-40).  This letter, in which the Syrian king
acknowledges receipt of certain presents from the Jewish high-priest, and confirms earlier privileges,
is stamped with the mark of genuineness ; it reads like an original, and is doubtless a copy of this.

(f) The letter from Antiochus VII to Simon (xv. 2-g). To some extent what was said in
reference to (#) and (¢) applies also to this letter; it is probably not a verbatim copy of the original,
but represents in part the contents of this; on the other hand. there are clements in it which are the
expression of ardent desires rather than the actual facts of the case.

iii. Letters from the rulers of foreign Fingdoms,

(a) The document containing the treaty of alliance between the Romans and the Jews (viii. 23-32),
Inoww. 24 . it is stated, as one of the articles of the treaty, that if the Romans are attacked, the Jows

! He was, of course, not yet king when he wrote this letter.
% See, on this, the notes in the commentary.
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must not render the enemy any help, whether of ' food, arms, moncy, or ships ' (#. 26); this mention
of ships is held by several commentators to be a proof that this document belongs to a later date
than the time of Judas, when the Jews were not in possession of any ships, and that thercfore the
whole section is a later interpolation. But it is quite possible that the foresight of the Romans
sufficiently explains this mention of ships; they might, indced, very naturally have assumed the
possession of ships by the Jews, as they must have been aware of the long stretch of coast-land which
belonged to Valestine, It was as a matter of fact, not long alter the time of Judas that the Jews
avrpuired a hacbour: © And amid all his glory he (i ¢. Simon) teok Joppa for a haven, and made it an
entrance for the isles of the sea ' (xiv. 3).ep. also xiii. 2. There scems no sufficient reason to doubt
that the author of 1 Mace. made use here of the actual document in question, though it may be that
he gives only its general contents, and not a \rerba_tim copy. _ .

) The lettor from the Spartans to Simen (xiv. 2c-22). We are confronted here with the same
diffienlty which occurs in the letter from Jonathan to the Spartans (xii. 6-18, see i. (6) above). The
seetion opens (2 16) with the words s " And it was heard at Rome that Jonathan was dead, and even
unto Sprta, and they were exceedingly sorry ;' it then goes on to say that the Romans wrote to
Sion (whee had sucereded his brother) on tables of brass to renew * the friendship and the
confoderacy * (o 181 but then, instead of giving a copy of this letter, as might reasonably have been
expectid, it gocson tosay : And this is a copy of the letter which the Spartans sent,”  In this letter
it is stated that the two Jewish ambassadors who were the bearers of it were Numenius, the son of
Antiochus, and Antipater, the son of Jason. But then the narrative (in v, 24) goes on: * After this
Simon ~ent Numonias to Rome with a great shield of gold of a thousand pound weight, in order to
confirm the confederacy with them.! On the previous oceasion on which mention is made of a
sapprochement between the Jews and the Romans on the one hand, and the Spartans on the other,
the sanie two ambassadors were sent, first to the Romans and then to the Spartans, on the same
journey (sec xii. 16, 17); on the present occasion it is to be presumed, for the text implies it, that this
was also done ; but if so, how is one to account for the fact that in the letter to the Spartans thesc
ambassadors are said to be the bearers of it, while immediately after (7. 24) it is said that Numenius
<tarted on his journey?  Then there is this further difficulty; is it likely, as stated in the text, that
en the death of Jonathan the Romans would have taken the initiative in renewing the treaty with
the Jews? This seems to be directly contradicted by ». 24. It seems probable that . 17-23 are
an interpolation added later; this would also explain the otherwise unaccountable words ‘and even
unts Sparta” in 2. 16, which was presumably put in because of the interpolation ; the text of this verse,
as it stands, cannot fail to strike one as suspicious: xai frodody & *Pduy ore anébaver lovaddy, xal Ewy
Srdoris, xal éhmjdgrar agddpe.  The contents of the letter read like an official document; the
probibility seems to be that use has been mide of some genuine record which, as already remarked,
was interpolated at a later period.

{¢) The letter from Lucius, the Roman consul, to Ptolemy Euergetes 1, king of Egypt (xv, 16-21).
This is the copy of a circular letter written in the name of ‘ Lucius the consul ’, and brought back by
Numenius. In it the friendship between the Romans and the Jews is proclaimed ; copies of it are
sent not caly to the kings of Egypt and Syria, but also to a number of small separate States which
cntoyed complete independence.  Now Josephus (Autig. XIV, viii. 5) mentions a letter from the
Koman Senate, written in the name of the praetor Lucius Valerius in reply to a message brought by
4 Jewish embassy ; as in the case just referred to, Numenius, the son of Antiochus, is one of the
stnbassadors,’ and he brings a gift of o golden shield : the contents of the letter are similar, and it is,
likewise. sent 1o a numbuer of independent petty States,  But, according to Josephus, this happened
in the ninth year of Hyrcanus II, who reigned fi3—40 B,¢c. Now if, as is maintained by some
(especially by Willvich, in his Fuden und Griechen vor der makkabitschen Erhebung, pp. 70fT),
Jusephies s right here, the passige in question is an interpolation, and must have been added shortly
before the beginning of the Christian era. Mommsen (Hermes ix. 28411, cp. Kautzsch, Die
dpokryplicn wad Oscudipigraplen des alten Testamenies, i p. 30) has proved that Josephus is
recording genuine history in saying that the praetor Lucius Valerius sent a letter to the Jews, with
the contents as given, during the reign of Hyrcanus 11, But this does not constitute an insuperable
difficulty, for one of the consuls in 139 1. C. was named Lucius Calpurnivs Piso, and the *Consul
Lucius ' spoken of in the test (xv. 16) could quite well refer to him. \What is morc difficult is the
fact of the great similarity in the contents between the letter as given in 1 Mace., and that given in
Josephus: Mommsen maintains that they are not identical, which would mitigate the difficulty ; but
the mention of Numenius, the son of Antiochus, in both documents is more serious; the explanation

' Two other aml fors, Al der th r d J L i v 3 i
AEORias 40 thla Socouat, e son of Jason, and Alexander the son of Dositheus, accompany him,
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given by Torrey (Z./. 2867) that Joscphus ‘ omitted the portion of 1 Macc. containing the mention
of Numenius and the golden shield, but took oceasion o introduce this important name, and the
most interesting details, at the next opportunity ', is not very illuminating.  Probubly Willeich js
right in regarding the passage as a later interpolation, added because it scemed appropriate in
a place where Simon's treaty with Rome was mentioned (sp. of. p. 724 ; this conclusion was arrived
at independently by the present writer, on the following grounds:—Numenius is mentioned in
t Mace. in connexion with an embassy to Rome in xii. 16, in the letter of Fomathan to the Spartans,
which, as we have already seen reasons to bulieve, is a later interpolation ;) he iy also refernred 1o
incidentally in a similar connexion in the time of Simon xiv. 24, cp. xv. 15. But a Numenius, in
all respects identical, so far as description and name are concerned, s mentioned by Josephus as
taking part in an embassy to the Romans. and having presented a shield of gold of a thousand
pounds” weight, in the reign of fyreanus 75 it seems, on the face of it, h‘ighl% improbable that both
references can be correct ; cither the episode of the shicld in connexion with Numenius took pliace in
the reign of Simeon, or in that of Hyrcanus 71. The account given by Josephus, and the letter as
quoted by him (lusg. XIV. viii. 5). appear to be undoubtedly wenuine ; it fullows that + Mace. xv,
1524 is due to an interpolator | there are also independent reasons for regarding this passage as an
interpolation, since it breaks the narrative in 4 very obvious and awkward manwer.  The imerpolitor,
knowing that negotiations bad actually taken place between Simon and the Romans, has transforred
an incident deseribing a Jewish embassy to Rome, which belongs to a later periud, to the time of
Simon. Josephus, in his edition of 1 Macc., did not read the section xv. 15-24 as we have it (see
Aneig. X111 vii. 3); he does, however, follow 1 Mace, xii. 16 ff. (see Antig. X111 v. 8) in associating
Numenius, the son of Antiochus, and Antipater, the son of Jason, with an embassy sent to Rome in
the reign of Fonathan ; but we have already seen that the whole of this letter in 1 Macc. is a later
interpolation ; it follows, therefore, that Josephus had this interpolation in his copy of 1 Mace,
though the Lucius letter (xv. 16--24) seems to have been absent from the text he used.

§ 8 TnHr GREEK MANUSCRIPTS.

The most important of these are the three uncials Cod. Sinaiticus (R), Cod. Alexandrinus (A),
Cod. Venetus (V), the latter belonging to the eighth or ninth eentury, Cod. Faticanns (1) does
not contain the books of the Maccabees. The text represented in ®V s, on the whole, better
than that represented in A; but all three are undoubtedly the offspring of a single Greck MS.
Whether, however, it can be said that @/ our texts, as well as the Versions, come from one
Greek MS. (Torrey, in £.5. 2867) is not so certain; for there are isolited readings (small in
number, it is true) in some of the cursives which presuppose a better text in the passages in
question than that represented in the three uncials; in some cases these readings are suppoited by
one or ather of the Versions, Of the cursives which have been used, 52, 106, 107 follow, now g A
against V, now 8 V against A ; in a somewhat less degree this is also true of 56, 62,as well as of 55
but this latter has retained some readings, peculiar to itself, which are superior to those in any other
MS., uncial or cursive (see e.g. iil. 47, 48, 49, iv. 61, v. 22, 67, vii. 7, 48), and it is possible that these
represent echoes of a MS. or MSS. other than the single Greek MS. which is the parent of the three
uncials ; at the same time the fact is not lost sight of that in other cases the variations in 55 are
merely explanatory additions, and in this, as well as in its agreement at times with 3" (see below),
betrays a Lucianic colouring. Another group is formed by 19, 64, g3;' these are Lucianic in
character, but 64 less so than the other two; with these three 8% sometimes agrees against all
other Greek MSS.; very frequently 1g, g3 and 5™ (sce below) go together against all other
authorities ; this occurs in about fifty cases.  The cursive 71 offers a curious phenomenon on account
of its large number of omissions ; these are usually skilfully manipulated ; they have been recarded
in the apparatus criticus because it guite looks as if in some instances o betwer rc;u!i:qi were afforded by
the omission.  That in spite of these omissions 71 here and there shows signs of Lucianic colouring
is an intercsting fact. So far as the cursives are coneerned, with the exception of 14, 64, 93, and 71,
only those readings are recorded in the appararus criticus which seemed to be of importance,

The collations used for the above are, for the uncials, Swete's The Old Testament in Greck,vol, i,
and for the cursives the apparatus eriticns of Holmes and Parsons,

§ 9. THE SYRIAC AND LATIN VERSIONS,
(@) The Syriac text exists in two forms: one is represented in Cond. A wdrosimns (sisth century) ;=
this follows in the main the test of the Greek uncials (3¢ in the app. erit.), and is preserved up to

t == Lue in the apparatus criticus,
* Edited by Ceriani (Milan, 1875).
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I MACCABEES

xiv. 25% from there onwards it = £ the other is the text found in the Peshitta! which is, how-
ever, Lucianic in character, and has, as we have scen, great affinity with the Lucianic up of
cursives 1g, g, 43 See the very useful notes on the two Syriac recensions by G. bchmﬁ?:" Die
beiden syrischen Ucbersetzungen des 1. Makkabierbuchs,” in 24 71V, 18g7, pp. 1 ff,, 233 ff,

(#) The Latin Version is ilso preserved in two recensions ; both are pre-hieronymian ; one is that
found in the Vulgate ('), the other is that contained in Cod. Sangermancnsis;* (£% the latter is
only preserved up to the beginning of chap. xiv.

Hoth the Syriac and Latin Versions are translations from the Greck.
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THE FIRST BOOK OF MACCABEES

INTRODUCTION, [, 1-9,

| 1. 1=4. The Victory of Alexander the Great over the Persians, and the founding of lis empire.

‘1 And it came to pass after Alexander, the son of Philip the Macedonian®, who came from the land

of Chittim, had smitten Darius, king of the Persians and Medes®, that he reigned in his stead®.

2, 3 And he waged many wars, and won strongholds?, *and slew kings', and pressed forward to the ends

of the carth, and took spoils rom many peoples®.  But when the land was silenced?® before him, "'he

4 became cxalted®, and his heart was lifted up’.  Then he gathered together ¥a very mighty army’*,
and ruled over lands and peoples and principalities' ; and they became tributary unto him.

L. 5-9. The sickness and death of Alexander ; the division of lis empire.

5 6 And after these things he took to his™ bed, and perceived that he was about to die.  Then he
called his chicf ministers, men who had been brought up with him from his youth, and divided his

7 kingdom among them while he was yet alive.  And Alexander had reigned twelve years when he
8, p dicd. And his ministers ruled, each in his particular domain. And after he was dead they all

L. * + who first reigned in Greece L' boke repetition of the verd (xm emaraber) is not required; >4
Smporepar (wparepos BWO Luc) em rqp ENhada gt profably a gloss; >A' & & many L' 4 all 1f L > L

4 of the carth R V' @was silent and quiet $ive b > e  inN i~k strong and numierous host Bse
Tprinces 8 ™avrow AL

I. 1. And it came to pass. The Hebrew original of the book is indicated at the outset, xal fyirero being the usual
Septuagiot rendering of M.
Alexander the * Great', 356-323 B.C., the third Macedonian king of this name, )
_ Chittim. i.e. the people of the islands and coastlands of Greece, ep. Jer. ji. 10 B¥A2 . In Gen. x. 4 the
Chittim are called ' sons of {avan’ (Greeee), They took their name m-igim&, according to Phoenician inscriptions,
from A%t (the Greek Kition), the chief city on the island of Cyprus, now called Larnaca. The original colonists were
Phoenicians, later on many Greeks settled down there, hence the term * sons of Javan ' applied 1o these Chizin.
Darius, The third of the name, known as Codomannus.
he reigned in his stead. Cp. Dan. viii. 31, where Alexander is spoken of as 3» 15'.:. and xi. 2, where his
kingdom is spoken of as -.
2. kings. Not to be taken in o literal sense, generals, governors, and the like, are meant.
3. the ends of the earth. A constant O.T. expression: 7R3 DEX 7.

his heart was lifted up. Cp. Dan. xi. 12, b om.

4. principalities. The reading of ® (rvpa for rvpavmar) is perhaps preferable ; m::ﬂr‘a {or safrag), the
Persiun province 15 presumably meant, though in Esther ix, 3 a differcice is mude between the rof i provinee amd
a ‘tyrannos’ (ol dpyorres rr carparnav kai ol 10 ).

they became tributary unto him. In Judges L 28 (= Sept. i, 30) this phrase occurs, but the Heb, o=h v
= ‘they were subject (o task-work’, cp. Gen. xlix, 15.
6. chief ministers. waic is nsed in 1 Sam. xix, 1 of the chief officers of Saul (W73%),
brought up with him, rols cuvierpighore abrat, cp. Acts xiil. | Muwje 7¢ "Hpwlou ol rerpdpyor atrrpodior,
divided kingdom . . . Grimm, sn /loc., gives ferences 1o ient hars in which this is
referred to, but shows that the stat t is unhistorical; he says that the story was probably circulated by the
partisans of the various Hellenic kings in order to make their assumption of Kingship appear legitimate in the eyes

of the Ie.
wmhe was yet alive. When one remembers how young Alexider wis at his death, the improbability of the
whole tradition is obvious. * Greater likelihood attaches to the statement of Justin (xii. 15), Diodorus Siculus (xviil, 2),
and Curtius (5. 5. 7}, that when no longer able to speak, the dying Macedoniin took off his signet-ring and handed it
10 Perdiccas, the captain of his body-gusrd, m of his desire that he should reign after him* | Fawrweather and
Black, s ivc.; this is also referred to by Grimm) ; but as an hereditary monarchy existed in Macedonia (cp. - g), this
statement must also be regarded as unhistorical, 3
E: he died. He was taken ill with fever in the night of May 31, 323 8. ¢, and died eleven days after,
And his ministers . . . This is & continuation of the unhistorical statement just referred to.
6. they all assumed . . . This is inexact, as only five of Alexander’s generals assunied the title of king, and that
not till 306 B. ., seventeen years after his death. 5
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1 MACCABEES 1. 9-17

assumed the diadem, and their sons after them [did likewise ; and this continued for] many years.
And these wronght much evil on the carth.

THE CAUSE OF THE MACCABAEAN REVOLT. L 10-64.

1. 16-15.  Autiochus Epiphanes and the Hellenistic party in Fudaca.

vo  And a sinful sheat came forth from them, Antiochus I-Zpipl_‘)ancs, the son of Antiochus the king,
whio bad been a hostaze in. Rome. and lid become king in the one hundred and thirty-seventh

t1 year of the Greek Kingdom. In those dayes " there came {n.rt-h oul of _Isr;u:l Livwless men®, and per-
sudind many. saving s * Let us good nnike 1 covenamt __\\-'l'\h the nations that are round about us;

12 fur since” we sepented ourselves from them many evils have come upon us, . And thg-ga'y;ng.

13 appenred good i their eves: amd as gertain |‘-I' the people were eager (Lo carry this out), they went

g oy the fang. and het gave them authority to introduce the Clstoms of the Gentiles, .—\nc!. they built

15 pymnasivn i Jerusalem aeeording to the manner of the Gentiles.  They also submitted them-
selves to uncircumeision’, and repudiated the holy covenant; yea, they joined themselves to the
Gentiles, and sold themselves® to do evil,

1. 16-1g, Antiochus subdues Egypt.

i And when, in the opinion of Antiochus, the kingdom was (sufficiently) cstablished, he
detenmined o excreise dominion also over ithe Ial;d ol ]%gypt. in order thgl.t he migh! rule over two
vy hingdons, Sohe prehed forwarnd into Egept with ao immense foree 1 with ehariots. and clephants

en it # < the dny Lue 1Y Phe king Luc S4° astadium £ r/it. they drew forward
the prepuge S'oe Cwere (empted 8O0 g Shie

the dindem, Cpovill, 14, 31 54¢ Josephus, Ausp, NI %, 13 a blue and white band which was worn around the
Tersitn rovil hat ns a badge of royalty ; to be distingushed from the crown worn on stare occasions. The Heb.
equivalent is T2 and NESXR. 1t was alse worn by the Iirthinn kings, and by the Byzintine emperors,

wrought much evil.  Heb. Y37 ity A290; cp. Eeclus xiviik 16 (Sept. 3 the Heh, is different).

10, a sinful shoot. Cp. Ecclus. xL 18} in Dan, xi. 21 he is ealled a * comeniptible person .

Antiochus Epiphanes, The fousth of the name; he seized the Syrian throne in 175 B. €, on the murder of his
elder brother Selencus 1V 3 he died in 163 0C (epa 1 Mace. v). 1-16, 2 Maco, 1. 10-17).  The title *Epiphanes” ithe
“hilnstnous ') which he assumed on coming to the throne, was in mockery changed to * Epimanes”’ (the * Madman *) on
accouirt of the cutrageons acts of which he was uilly,  On bis coins are found the cpithets ®eds and Nixnghdpas; the
forner title 15 applicd 1o lis by the Samaritans in their letter to him asking him to permit their temple to be called
Ul Temple of Hellenius' (Josephus, Jasiy. X1E v, 5). |

the son of Antiochus. i, the * Great'; the third of the nume, who reigned 223-187 ...

who had been a hostage in Rome. The reference is to Antiochus Epiphanes, who was sent as a hostage 1o
Rome after the dofeat of his father at the battle of Magnesia (190 7.6} 3 he emained in Rome for twelve years,

in the . . . of the Greek kingdom. The reference is to the Selevcid era, which began on October 1, 12 2. C,
on the accession of Seleucus 1 (cp. Josephus, Anfrg. X111 vi. 71z the author of this book reckens according to the
months of the Jewish catendar, according to which the year begins on the first of Nisan (April), so that his dites are
Al six months eatbier than thuse of the Selevcid efa,

il. In those days. An indefinite reference to date occurring very often in the O.T, as well as the X.T.; Heb.
o0 g,

there came forth , .. Cp, Dent, xiil 13 (14 in'Sepr); the reference is to Jason, cp, s, 13 and 2 Mace. jv. 7-10,

make a covenant. The reyular Heb. phrase, M2 773, The object of this was, according to Josephus (4,
NI v x, K2 B 1 v 1, solely the acquisition of temiporal advantage.

since we scparated curselves . . . The reference here cannot be to any particular time, for the observance of
the Mbsaie Law was the cavse of this separation ; it had always been intended to be the means of keeping Istaelites
free from the contmnition of the Gentiles,

many evils have come upon us. Lit. *hove found us’, thoroughly Hehraie, cp. e g Deut. xxxi. 21.
e gu ol s o URORE - '] 8

12. appeared good, Cp. {he Hebe phrase, ‘to do what s pleasing in the cyes of'; 293 180 AP which is of
frequent pecurrende in the O, T.

13. and be znve them anthority. Cp 2 Mace. iv. 9.

14, And they built a gymnasiom. Cp. Josephius (afig. X110 v, 1), 2 Mace, iv. g, 12,

15. They also submitted . , . See the rendering of the Syriac in the critical note ; q]: 1 Cor. vii. 18, Those who
sulinitted 10 this operation were called Methaedin (from a 100t meaning ‘1o draw back’), acearding to the Roman
name, Acowtits (Grimm, in Jol,

. Te the holy covenant, Sibue ciremmision was the Covemani-sak dUen xaiic11); its ohliteration was
ipa fucti the repudiation of the covenant.

sold themselves to do evil. Hebraism, cp. 1 Kings xxi. 20: 370 n“.:'p} Tzenn.
16. the kingdom , , . established. Hebraism, cp. 1 Kings ii. 12 1..'1:15@ 1
two kiugdoms. i.e Syria and Egyﬁl.
V7. with an immense force.  Lit, *& heavy force'; Hebrew usage, cp. 722 BY3; op. Dan, 4, 22-24.
68 -
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1 MACCABEES 1. 1836

horsemen', t ¢ with a great fleet®. And he waged war against Piolemy, the king of
. And f»‘mamym«l back=* from before him, and fled; Yand there fell many wounded?”,

9 And they* captured the fortified cities in Egypt®; and he took the spoils from the land ¢ of Egypt.

I. 20-28.  The Desceration of the Temple ; sltaughter of the Fews.

20 And Antiochus, after he had smitten Egypt, returned in the one hundred and fifty-third year,
21 and went up against Isracl and? Jerusalem with a great army.  And in (his) arrogance he entered
itito the sanctuary, and took the gulden altar, *and the candlestick for the light”, and all its acces-
22 sories; and the table of the shewbread, and the cups, and the bowls, and the golden censers!, and the
veil, and the crowns, and the golden adornment on the fagade of the Temple, and he scaled it all offt
23 Morcover, he took the silver, and the gold, and the choice vessels ;i also took the hidden treasures
24 which he found. And having taken everything, he returned® to his own land®.

25 'And there was great mourning in Israelt in every place ;
26 And* the rulers and elders groaned ;
Virgins and young men languished,
And the beauty of the women faded away ;
27 “very bridegroom took up (his) lament,
She that sat in the bridal-chamber mourned!,
28 And the land was moved for her inhabitants,
And all "the house of™ Jacob was clothed with shame.”

L. 2y—qo. Fernsalem occupicd by Apollonins; massacre of tee peaple i desceration of the Sanctuary.

29 After the lapse of two vears the king™ sent a chief collector of tribute to the cities of Judah; and
30 he canie to Jerusilem with o gréat host.  And he spoke unto them peaceful words in subtilty, so
that they had confidence in him ; but he fell upon the city suddendy, and smote it with a grievous
31 stroke, and destroyed much people in Isriel.  And he took "the spoils of the city?, and burned it
32 with fire, and pulled down the houses thereof and the walls thercof® wund about.  And they led
33 eaptive the women and the children, and ook possession oft the cattle.  And they fortitied the
city of David with a great and strong wall with strong towers, so that it was made into a citadel for
34 them.  And they placed there a sinful nation, lawless men; and they strengthened themselves
35 therein.  And they stored up (there) arms and provisions, and collecting together the spoils of
30 Jerusalem, they laid them up there,  And it became a sore menaec. for it was a place to lic in wait
in against the sanctuary, and an evil adversary to Isiael continually.

V> 64 ®with great pomp 3 XN everpary ARGV (=AU 1> 38 *fied W were slain S1se
Ahe SE L' “the land of Egypt AV 03 > land 8V 4.+ went up against Sloee 1ALt =V  fthe
instruments of the sacrifices and offerings 3¢ Beartied (thew) 'V b4 And he (A they) made a great slhughter
and he (A they) spake with great arrogancy ; af authorilies (exe 5F); -+ and he made a great slaughter 28,
omitting the rest.  The words kave probably gotout of place, and should come after v 21, Jerusalem 64 EThere-
fore & N eyevero o mestler AV emenfinoe Luc w03 # Antiochus the king Luc omuch spoil
Pof Jerusalem 2 70 >N ;o for themselves NO& Luc Sive

18. Ptolemy. The sixth of the name, Philometor, 181-146 B, C. 5 he was only sixteen years old at this time.
there fell many wounded. The Hebrow cquivilent 227 2900 080 would unply that they were wounded to
death (cp. R.V.), but in Greek the word has not this intensive force.
20. went up against . . . Jerusalem. Cp. = Macc. v. 11 ff.
21. the golden altar, Cp. Exod. xxx. 1-6.
the candlestick. Cp. Exod. xxv. 319,
22, the table of the shewbread. Cp. Exod. xxv. 23-30; cp. Josephus, Antig, 11 vi. 6,
23. the hidden treasures. Cp. 2 Macc, i, to-12; Josephus, Bell, Ind. 11 1x. 4.
258, This lament was probably oviginally in peetical formgand is Targely e up from the Fanguoage of the 0T,
poetical books, Cp. for same verses cast in a somewhat similar mode 2 (3) Esdras x, 22,
25. great mourning. Cp. Job xxx. 31,
26, the elders. Cp. Lam. i. 19, ii. 10,
faded away. Cp. Sept. of Ps, cvii. 24, i\ ety (cix, 24 in Hebr.).
virgins and young men . . . Cp. Lam. i. 4, 18, ii. 10, 20,
27. took up (his) lament. Cp. Sept. of Lam. v. 13 hauflusy awAaSer (the Heb, reads differently).
28, clothed with shame. Cp. Joh. viii. 22; Ps. xxxv. 26, exxxii, 18
20. & chief collector of tribute. i.e. Apollonius, according o 2 Mace, v. 24. o
After the lapseof two years: Lit. ' After two yoars of days " Hob, DM27 D032 #22, cp, Gen. xhi 1.
30. he spoke peaceful words. A Hebrew idiom : ﬂﬂ"g‘ ™37 NN, Cp, Deut. ii. 26.
he fell upon . . - suddenly. Cp. 2 Macc. v. 24 ff.
35 into a citadel. ris depar, i.e. Acra.
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I MACCABEES 1. 37-54

37 And they shed innocent blood on every side of the sanctuary.
And they defiled the sanctuary”.
38 And because of them the inhabitants of Jerusalem fled,
And she became a dwelling for strangers,
Being hersell estranged to her ofispring,
And her children forsook her,
39 Her sanctuary became desclate as a wilderness,
*Her feasts were turned into mourning®,
Her sabbaths tinto shame®,
Her honour'* into contempt. )
40 According as her glory” (had been) *so was (now) her dishonour increased®,
And her high estate was turned to mourning?,

1. 41-53. Zdict of Antivchus, forbidding Fesoish Worship.

: And the king" wrote unto his whole kingdom, that all should be one people, and that every one
shoulid give up his [religions] usages.  And all “the nations® acquiesced” in accordance with the com-
gymand of the king. Amd miny in Lsracl took delight in *his (form. of) worship”, and they began
14 sacrifiving to idols, and profaned the sabbath!,  Furthermore, the king sent letters® by the hand of
messerigers 1o Jerosalem and to the eities of Judah {to the effect that) they should practise customs
45 Mareipn ! wo (the traditions of) the Tand®, and that they should cease the (sacrificing of) whole burnt
afferings amd sacrifices, and deink offerings in the sanctuary, and that they should profane the sabbaths

L 5 amd feasts, and lmllutr the sanctuary and *those who had been sanctified; that they should (more-

over) build high places, and sacred groves, and !shrines for idols', and that they should sacrifice
4 swine and (other unclean™ animals: and that they should leave their sons uncireumcized, and make
a0 themselves abominible by means of (practising) everything that was unclean and profane, so that
ao they might forget the Laws and change afl the itraditional) ordinances.  And whosoever should nnt
51 act according to the word of the king, should die. In this manner did he write unto the whole® of

his kingdom: aml heapoointed overséers® over all the people; and he commanded the cities of Judah
57 to sacrifice, every one of them. And many of the people joined themselvés unto them, all* those
53 [namely] who had forsaken the Law; these did evil® in the land, and caused Israel to hide in all

manner of hiding-places.

I 54~64. Ldolatry foreed upon the people of Fudal ; destruction of copics of the Seviptures;
' massacre of Israclites.

a4 Aad on the ffteenth? day* of Chislev in the one hundred and forty-ffth* year they set up upon the
altar an ubomination of desolution *, and in the cities of Judah on every side they established high-

T3 ol the Lord V =055 =t R bt added by RO Shamiliation 19 *plur. in S L) Ther
children 8* tEthe land was filled with shame 8 *humiliation 64 Sl b4 Antiochus & =i 8
apt =*the worship of the king S8 fl.m:tuar’\f A sabbath A* £> 64 03 b=hof the Gentiles in the
Jand & 1= g3 k=¥ the hely things & 12 ~lidols AV* S 1 =40l ®* (unclean ®=%) ">AVER
‘: ; over Iall his kingdom and S Pall Sl amuch evil 64 93 Ttwenty-fifth 3¢ * + in the month Luc
orty-hfth A
37-40, Another lament in poetical form originally, the language of which is again largely borrowed from that of the
T, poetical books. ' '
i7. they shed innocent blood. Cp. Ps. Ixxix. 3.
they defiled the sanctoary, Cp. Ps. lssix. 1,
35 a dwelling for strangers. Cp. Ps. liv. 3; Lam. v, 2.
Being herself estranged. Cp. Lam. i, 1.
her children forscok her. Cp. Lam. i 5.
55, Her feasts . . . Cp Amos viit. 10.
Her sabbaths into shime, Cp. Lam. ii. 6.
40, And her high estate . . . Cp. Lam. iL g, 10
41, one people, L e as 1egards religions practice,
44, Tetters.  SidAin, Heb. 8980,
<7y swine and unclean animals. Lo, animals holy to heathen gods and goddesses; the pig and the hare were
hely to Astarte, and as holy animals occupied an important place in the religions of Greece and Asia Minor.
51. appointed overseers. Cp, = Mace. v, 22, .
_34. the filteenth day of Chislev. W should read bere with 38 ‘the twenty-fifth day *, see 14 59. Chislev is the
ninth month of the Hebrew ealendar (= December approximately).
oy et S e T e 8.0, broug profanation
nn abe tion ation. Cp. Dan. s, 310 xik 115 i.e. the abomination which ht about. :
(= desolation) ; it was & small heathen altar which was set np.on the altar of burnt-offering, see v. 59.

70




I MACCABEES 1. 55—2. 14

) places ; and “they offered sacrifice® at the doors of the houses and in the streets.  And the books of
Law which they found they *rent in pieces, and * burned them inthe fire. And with whomsoever
Found a book of the covenant, and il he wis (found) consenting unto the Law, such an one was,

according to the king's sentence?, condemned to death. Thus didl they in their might 10 the Israclites

who were¢ found ® month by month in their® cities.  And on the twenty-fith day of the month they
6io sacrificed upon the altar which was upon the altar of bumt-affering.  And, according to the decree®,

61 they put to death the women who had circumcised their children. hanging their babes round their

(mothers') nccks, and they put to death their (entire) fumilies®, together with those who had circum-

62 cised them. Nevertheless many in Israel stood firtn? und determined in their hearts® that they would

63 not eat unclean things, and chose rather to dic so that they might not be defiled with meats, thereby

64 profaning the holy covenan:’; and they did die.  And excecding great wrath came wpon Isticl,

MATTATHIAS. 1L 1-7e.

IL -5 The Gencalogy of the Maccabecs.

21 Inthose days rose up Mattathias, the son of John, the son of Simeun, a priest of the sons of

2 Joarib, from Jerusalem ; and he dwelt at Modin,  And he had five sons: John, who was surmamed

" 3, 4.5 Gaddis: Simon, who was cilled Thassis: Judas, who was called Maccabacus ; Elaar, whu was
called Auvaran; and Jonathan, who was called Aphphus.

IL 6-14. A Dirge over the desecration of the Hely City.

6.7 And he saw the blusphemous things that were done in Judah and in Jerusalem, And said, * Woe is
me, why was I bom to behold the ruin of my people and the ruin® of the holy city, and to sit still
there while it was being given into the hand of enemics, and the sanctuary® into the hand of
strangers? '

8 “Her house® is become like (that of) a man dishonoured®*;
9 "Her glorious vessels are carried away captive ;
Her infants have been slain in her streets,
Her young men with the sword of the encmy.
10 What nation hath the kingdom not taken possession of,
(Of what nation) hath it not seized the spoils ?
1t Her adornment hath all been taken away,
¥lnstead of a free woman she is become a slave®,
12 And, behold, our holy things, and our beauty, and our glory have been laid waste,
13 And the heathen have profaned themn! To what purpose should we continue to live ?
14 And Mattathias and his sons rent their garments, and covered themselves with sackeloth, and
mourned greatly.

4=t they burned incense and offered sacrifice L' they bumed incense B2 -2 & Fedict 1Y * 4 and they
led them away by force S# LV the R A&c Ythe command of the king 5 the command of king Antiochus £4
€houses 8 V their entire houses K (2¢ = A) + and plundered §e& Stus Lwere hanged A 1g &> g She
fthe holy Law of Gol 1? '

1L #2219 g3 She 12 bher sanctified ones 38 4 were delivered 59 “—eT.K.1L'; Hertemple was like an
illustrious man R AV §¢ %, They did clothe hor temple with glory as & man (i dothed) % dpeople g3 “1g 1!
T4 And now Lug @8 Her freedom is become bondage $iee

55. at the doors of the houses, The referénce is to sacrifices offered to the * deities of the street’, i e images of
Greek 'Eu which stoed in the porches of houses,
36. books of the Law. i.c. rolls of the Ventateuch.
zs. to the Israelites who were found. A literal translition of the Hebrew onyemn beeeb,
3- and chose rather to die. Cp. 2 Macc. vi, vii.

1L 1. In these days . . . Cp. Josephus, Aasig. X11. vi. 1.
the son of Simeon, Joscphus adds rev "Acapwyuiov, from whom the adjectival form of the family name, Asmo-
naean or Hasmonaean, wius derived | the nime docs not oecur in the bosks of the M bews, though Josephus niten
‘uses it, and it 1s found in the Nishnah (Jaddeek i, 6), and frequently in the Gemaga (e, g, Shebbard 21 1, FONT N e
82 &), where the name Hasmonaeans is always used for Maccabaeans,
the sons of Joarib. Cp. 1 Chron. xxiv. 7 fi.
Modin. Cp. v. 70, xiii. 25. The present El-Medije, east of Lydda.
4. Maccabaeus. Sce Introduction,
z._‘.l‘hhnl. city, @0 W Isa. xlviil 3; cp. 2 Mace. i 13, §il 1, ix 14,
12. Another dirge in poetical form.
‘ é: rent gaelr garments . .. The usual signs of mourning in the East, see further Nowack, HMebsitische Avilivo-
{ 1. 192 ff.
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I MACCABEES 2. 15-32

I1. 15-28. Tle commencement of the Maccabacan Revolt.

15 And the king's officers who were enfurcing the apml-aav came to the city of Modin "to make them
16 sacrifice . And many from lsrael went unto them ; but Mattathias anfi his mpn‘ gathered themselves
17 together.  Then the king » officers answered and spake unto Mattathias, saying: ‘A ruler art thou,
& and illustrious and great n this eity, and upheld by sons and brothers. Do thou, therefore, come
first. and carry out the king's command, as all the nations have done, and all the people® of Judah,
aned they that have remained in Jerusalem; then shalt thou! and “thy house™ be (numbered among)
the friends of the king, and thou and thy sons shall be honoured with silver and gold, and with many
19 gifts"  Thereupon Mavtathias answered and said with a loud voice: *If all the nations that are
within the king's dominions obey him by forsaking, "every one of them®, the worship of their fathers,
so and have chosen for themselves m follow his commands, yet will 1 and my sons and my brethren
21 walk in the covenant of our fathers.  IMeaven forbid that we should forsake the Law and the ordi-
2z nances; (but) the law® of the king we will not obey by departing from our worship either to the
23 right hand or to the left.” And as he? ceased speaking “these words", a Jew came forward in the
24 sight of all to sacrifice™ upon the altar in Modin in accordance with the king's command. And
when Mattathias saw it, “his zeal was kindled®, and his heart quivered (with wrath) ; and his indig-
25 nation burst forth for judgement. so that he ran and slew him on the altar; and *at the same time!
et he ks ] Billed 1he king's officer who had come to enforce the sacrificing, pulled down the altar, and
| thus] showed forth his zeal for the Law, just as Phinchas had done in the case of Zimri the son of
27 Salom.  And Mattathias cried out with a loud voice in the city, saying, ‘ Let everyone that is
2t zealous for the Law and that would maintain the covenant come forth after me!' And he and his
sons fled unto the mountains, and left all that they possessed in the city.

I 29-38. A strict ebscrvance of the Sabbath vesulis in the massacre of a thousand Fewish people.

29 At that time many who were secking righteousness and judgement went down to the wilderness to
30 abide there, they and their sons, and their wives, and their cattle for misfortunes “fell hardly * upon
31 them.  And it was reported to the king's officers and to the troops that were in Jerusalem, the city

of Diavid, that men who had set at nought the king’s command® had gone down into hiding-places
A% in the wilderness,  And many ran after them, and having overtaken them, *they encamped against

b=kt6 sacrifice 64 175 4 and hurn incensge and forsake the Law of God 2! X Ythey that were with him 63 93
Kralers 8 V' 14 and thy sons V R el thy sons NOA S L o-n > Slue “the word 8 V Luc
P Manathias 6y a3 > N (fak jo b “to burn incense A S& vz {:{uml #his after guivered >
bt and were multiplied ®* B¢ 2 were multiplied V' Teounsel 8 1> Sl g

18. the friends of the king. There were, according to Polybius (xxxi, 3. 7}, two orders of royal favourites under
the Graceo-Syrian kings, viz those of the ‘ Companions ' and the * Friends *; these occupied the position of a military
aristocracy, Cp. x, 65, xi. 27§ 3 Mace. viii. 4,

14. the king’s dominions, {» oiew s Jamideins roi Guodiwr, cp. Amos vii. 13 obos Barkeins, 12089 N3, in
reference to Hethel,

have chosen lor themselves. Cp. 2 Chron. xxix. 11 (Sept.),

=1, Heaven forbid. fhews = TOOR, op. ¥ Sam. xx, 20,

22, either to the right hand or to the left. Cp. 2 Sam. xiv, 19,

24. his beart. Lit, “his Kidneys®, the sext of the emotions and affections, cp. Ps. Lexiii. 21 jnes nrd, for
iy kidneys were in o ferment, .

for judgement. Heb. D203 ; what, according to the statute, he was bound to do,
and slew him. Cp. Deut. xiii, g 2 Chron. xxx, 16,

26, as Phineas had done . . . Cp. Num, xxv. 7, 8.

_ 27. Let everyone . , , come forth after me.  Grimm quates (from Livy xxii, 53) the cry of the Roman patriots
in tune ol danger @ Owi remgadiicam sulsan volunt we soguantur,

25 fled unto the mountains. This would enable him, with a P Ively small ber of followers, to defy
almost any force that might be brought against him, an attacking party being always at a great disadvantage in
mountain wariare
2. right and julg t. Cp, Ps. loxxix. 14, xevii 2; righteousness (MP7%) = ethical right-doing ;
justsvanent .'a'.‘n'.:“:) nonse of gustive: the technical wims are ‘o do (ABY) righteousness®, and ‘to keep (M589)
gt cp e ek 1 g abe ters are genorally used in the reverse order, and Tightly soas the more logical ; the
Ll.l::ni'd qrr:im-_uf Justice las as its swsult outward wets of rightvousness; this is also borne out by the verbs used, *to
keep,” * 1o do. :

the wilderness, i e. the wilderness of Judaea, west of the Dead Sea: it was called Jeshimon, ep. 1 Sam. xxiii.
14, 24, 5xvi. 13, meaning * desolation ' )
0. their cattle. |n the wilderness of Tekon, which lay to the north of the district Just mentioned, there was
suthcient vegetation to support cattle, cp. Amos i. 1, vii. 14.
3t. hiding.places in the wilderness. Cp. 1 Sam. xxiv. 3; Isa. xlii. 22,
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I MACCABEES 2. 33-42

33 them, and? set the battle in array against them on the Sabbath day. And they said unto them :
et it suffice now*®; come forth, do according to the command of the king, and ye shall live,
And they answered, * We will not come forth, nor will we do according to the comunand of the king,
Jand thereby profane the Sabbath day., Thereupon they immediately attacked them. But they
answered them not, nor did they cast a stone at them, nor even block up their hiding-places, saying.
* Let us all die in our innocency ; Heaven and carth bear us witness that ye destroy us wrongiully "=
38 And they attacked them on the Sabbath: and they died, they and their wives, and their children,
and their cattle, about a thousand souls,

I1. 39-48. Mattathias, supported by the Chasidim, centinues the war with suecess.

40 And when Mattathias and his friends knew® it they mourncd greatly for them. .And one said to
another, *If we all do as our brethren have done, and du not fight against the Gentiles for vur lives
41 and our ordinances, they will soon destroy us from off the carth.”  And they took counsel on that
day, saying, * Whosoever attacketh us on the Subbath day, let us fight against him, that we may not in
42 any case all die, as our brethren dicd in their hiding-places.” Then were there gathered unto them
%a company of the Chasidim?®, mighty men of lsrael who willingly offered themselves for the Law,

=3 Do ye resist still even now? L suncharitably 2¢ Vheard Stee othe whole company of Jews R V'

32. on the Sabbath day. From the words in v, 33 it is evident that the enemy had no desire of taking a mean
advantage by fighting on a day on which they knew the Jews would make no resistince,

34. and thereby profane the Sabbath day. The profunation of the Saldath world, avvonding o the precetding
words, consist in coming forth and doing according to the command of the king ; Le. the command of the king was
that they should come forth and submit themselves. This the Jews would not have done at any dme, but 10 do so on
the Sabbath would have been an aggravation of the offence, since, apart from the act of renegades which sub i
would, under the circumstances;, have implied, the coming forth with their belongings would, in itself, have constituted
a breaking of the Sabbath.

36. nor did they cast a stone, i.c. there was not even the semblance of yesistance,

37. in our innocency. ¢r v dxhdrrrs fpde, i€ Cin onr integrity ' (2N); ep. P xxvi. 1, 11, xsv, 21, XL 13,

wrangfully. Cp. xv. 33 whers RV, renders depivas * wrongfully ; this is o better repdering than * without trial*
as R.V. translates hero, for the revolt having been entered upon by the ovents vecorded in o 15-28, the idea of
a ’tr}ilnl. is out of the question. . Cp, Ps. Ixix o, * They that would cut me off, being mine enemics wrongfully, are
mighty. ; !

38. they attacked them. This hardly bears out the statement of Joscphus: *they burned them as they were in
the caves without resistance, and without so much as stopping up the entrances of the caves ' (Aegiy, XIL vi, 2).

and they died . . . about a thousand souls. ]]os:uphus adds : * Bul many of those that escaped joined them-
selves to Mattathias, and appointed him to be their ruler, who taught them to fight, even on the Sabbath day * (dhia.),
Cp.. 71 40; 41.

39. they mourned greatly for them. {us oidpn = TNE™ ; éx' afrody, the verb Sax (“to mourn’) is usuvally
followed hy 5'11' (*upon’ or “over').

40. and one said to another, kai drew diip mpoe or wAgmior atrol is another Hebradsm @ Jryon s o,

41. and they took counsel ... Cp.ix 44 fl, xi. 34, 43 ff. ; the covnsel (*Whosoever attucks . . ') taken was
amnodification of the Law; but, as a matter of fact, the Written Law did not forbid necessiry labour on the Sabbath.
What we have here is un ordinance of the Oral Law, framed by the rigid legalists as the interpretation of the Wrirten
Law. The mention of the Chasdim in the next verse is significant, as they were responsible, in large measure, for
the strict interpretation of the Written Law. The passage shows that the party of the Chasidivi was already n
existence, and was not created by the persecution under Antiochus ; see next note.

42. a company of the Chasidim. The ‘Acidaim (= BYT'ON) are here roferred to as though well known, a fuet which
further substantiates what was said in the preceding note. The Chasidim (* pious ') were thase, frequently referred 1o
in some of the later Psalms (e g xii. 2, xxx. 4, xx2i. 23, xxxvil. 28, cxlix. 1-g), who remained trie to the traditions and
custoins of their fathers when, in the third contury 8. C. and onwards, the Jews of the Dispersion, and also of Palestine,
were becoming lax in their observance of orthodox Judaism owing to the rise of the Hellenistic sm. They were
animated by o hatred of everything and everyone that savoured of Hellenism, for, according to them, this impied
unfaithfulness 1o the God of Israel. Although in existence beforehand, it was only during the Maccabaean struggle that
they commenced to play an important rile in the political life of the nation, In 1, 2 Mace. they are referred to three
times ; the data regarding their characteristics seem, ul first sight, to be conflicting. In 1 Macc. ii. 43, 44 they are
described as warlike; in vii. 12-14 they appear as the peaceful party, while in 2 Mace. xiv. 6 they are said to 'k
up war, and are seditious, not suffering the kingdom to find tranquillity . 1t is probable that these descriptions bo
witness to the true facts of the ease ; the natural inclination of these strict observers of the Law would obviously be in
the direction of peace ; but as soon as they realized that the cherished object of their existence was imperilled, it
behoved them to rup and doing.  This is borne out by what we read in the Psalms conceming them, for at one time
they are spoken of as peaceful warshippers (xxx. 3}, and as the lovers of the Lord (xxxi 23, xxxvir 281 : while a1 another
time they are represented as warriors zealous for the honour of God, and fighting His enemies (cxlis. 6-gh. [t s o
‘without significance that afier the Maceabaean struggle; when the victory for orthedos judnism bad been won, nothing
further is heard of the Chasidim. They scem to bave gradually developed into the Pharisaic party, which was
mwmw the sume zeal for the Law (cp. Moritz Friediinder, Gusodicite dor Jitdischon Apologist, pp. 310 0,
mighty men of Israel. Cp. 1 Chron. vii. 2, 7 (Sept.).
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I MACCABEES 2. 43-66

43 every one of them. And all they that fled from the cvils were added unto them, and reinforced

44 them. And they mustered 8 host, and smote sinners in their anger, and men in their wrath ;
and the rest fled 1o the Gentiles 1o save themselves.  And and his frionds® went reund

ﬂm-..mmnmmm"'.uqu-mmmwmmmmmm

47 as many as they? found *within the borders® of lsruel. And they pursued after the sons of pride,

;;and the! work prospered in their band. And they rescued* the Law vut of the hand of the
Gentiles, and ‘out of the hand* of the® kings, neither suffered they the sinner to triumph.

11. 49-70. The last words of Mattathias; kis death.

49 And the ddys drew near that Mattathias should die, and he said unto his sons: * Now have pride
0 and rebuke™ gotten streagih and a season of destrustion and wrath of indignation. And now tm
a1 children, be zealous fer the Law, snil yive your lives for the covenant of your® fathers®.  PAnd
to mingd the deeds wf she® fathirs®t which they did in' their generations: “that ye may receive®
3% great glury and an everlasting nueme, Was nut Abraham found faithful in temptation, and it was
33 reckoned wite Bim fe® dghtesasmes< 2 laseph. in the time of his distress, kept the commandment,
31 aml besame ford of Tgypt. Phinchas our father for that he was zealous exevedingly, obtained the
a6 covenant! of an evierboting® priesthoenl.  Jrshua, for fulfiliing the word®, became a in lerael.
26, 53 Caleb, for besritg witness in® the congregation. obtained “land (as) an heritage’. David, for being
24 merciful, fnheritmd? the diroe ofta “kipgdom for ever und ever®,  Elijah, for that he was exceeding
79 zealous for the Law, wae taken up into heaven’. Hapaniah, Azariah (and) Mishael, believing (in
6o Gadi, were saved from the flame.  Daniel, for his innocency, was delivered from the mouth of the
61 lions®.  And thus consider yc 'from generation to generation;—all who hope in Him shall want for
hg by Amd® by notanaid of the wonds ol a snful ma for bis gloey [rshall be]' dung and worm<=.
3 Todiy B <l B died upy, and tiemarres e shail in no wise be found, because he i returnsd
fig unto his dust, and his thought is perished.  *And ye?, imy) children, be strong and show yourselves
6z men Fon behalf of the? Law®, for therein shall ye obtain glory,  And behold Simeon your” brother,
&6 I'know that he is a man of counsel’] give ear unto him alway®; he shall be a father unto you. And

dxnps A they that were with him ¢ fecommanded ¥ fiheir altars AV ihe AV b=Mamang the
it X ttheir 19 brook 28 S04 # their 864 64 93 *famine 24 Saur A > Bl
i 71 Foar A *rirst pnies ¥ t> A 8-land ye shall receive 12 > A rihe lor of

A covenant 8 sholy A S 71 SuprdsLuc. = of the Lard &4 5> A =the heritage N ' a heritage of
fand V' a land of hentage S0 dds o —*un everlasting kingdam A 71 Tverses 5{—'65 are omitted by 71
BEY Wk by Paccardingto generation A B> e llye  wh wormigg She T anp o
| AP NI T FE>-n Syour A fourgy *good counsel £*  counsel and intelligence 8 1> B

43. sinmers - ., lawless men, 1i.¢. the renegade Israclites,

4. the children . . . Isteel. An cloguent witness to the way in which the Hellenistic spirit had influenced the
Jews. The same applies 10 the mention of altars (e, idol-altars), for these verses evidently réfer to Eda ep. the
words uft]usephun Yoo . and cverthrew their idolaltars, and slew those thiat broke the laws, even all that he could
bring undet lis power, for many: of them were dispersed ameng the nitions round about them for fear of him (1. e
Mattathmse.' )

47, sons of pride. Hebraism, cp. *sons of wmult’ (MR 233 Jer xlviii 45; the reference is to the Syrians;
LT 1 S
45, neither suffered they the sinner to trinmph.  wie Sy eipas 14 dpaprade, Hebraism; cp. P lxav. 5
YLaft not up hurn on Bigh ‘i a frequent O,T. figore for strength.

45 And days drew near . . . A frequent QT phrase; cp. Gen.xlviic 29; 1 Rings il

50 ff. With this enumeration of the deeds of the fathers, cp. Eccius. xliv-xlix.

51, an cverlasting name, On the ideas connected with thls cp, the wniter's Life, Death, and Immartality ;
Studivs {n the Plalms, Lecture 111,

32 . . . intemptation. Cp. Gen, =xii. 1.

reckoned unto . . . Cp. Gen xv. 6.

53. kept the commandment. Cp. (en. xxxix G

34 was zealous exceedingly. Up. Num. xxv. 7,13,

55 8 judge. DET inthe sende of *ruler ', cp. Mic iv. 14,

st for bearing witness . . . Cp Nuni siil. 30, xiv. 24; Joshun xiv, 14

537. the throne of & kingdom, (p. 2 Sam. vii, 16,

38, exceeding zealous . . Cp t Kings xvili. 4o, xix. 10,

was taken vp . . . Cp.2 Kings i 11

5. Hananiah . . . Cp Dan.i. 6.

believing., Cp. Dan.iii 15,

6o. . . . of the lions.  Cp. Dan. vi, 23,

61. shall want for nothing. Cp. Ps, xxxiv. 1o,

63. To-day . . . Cp. Ps.cxlvi, 3, 43 Ecclus. = 1o,

63 Bestrong . .. Cp. Joshuax 25; 1 Sam.iv: t Kingsis 2.
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I MACCABEES 2. 67—3. 11

Maccabacus, he* hath been strong and mighty ™ =from his youth™; he shall be your captain and
& battle® of the people’, mmmmummwmmmmm
| mdmpuq-h. *Render a recompense 1o the Gentiles, and take heed 1o the

_ﬁ Hh them, and was gathered unto his® fathers. °Andlw'dhdmllnmhudmdw
hmhwu'* fand his sons buricd him* %in the sepulchres® of his fathers® at Modin ;
made great lamentation for him®.

Jupas Maccaeagus. 1L 1—IX, 22

_ ITL 1-9. A Soug of praise in honour of Fudas Maccabacus.
t.2 Andhis son Judas, 'whe was calied® Maccabacus, rose up in kis stewd.
Andall his brethren helped him
And all they that clave unto® hu father,
And they fought with gladness the battle of Tsracl.
3 And he® extended the glory ®of his people®,
And put on a breastplate as a giamt,
And girt on his weapons of war.

FHe set battles in array,
He protected 9the army with the sword 1%
4 And he was like a lion in his® deeds :

And as a lion's whelp roaring for prey,
5 He pursued the lawless, seeking them out,
And burnt up those that troubled *his pcop!e"

6 And the lawless lost heart for fear of him,
And all the workers of lawlessness were sore troubled ;.
*And deliverance prospered in his hand.!
= And he angered many ® kings,
And made Jacob® glad with his acts.
And his memorial is blessed for ever.

§ And he went about among the cities of Judah,
And destroyed the ungodly” thereout®,
And tumed away wrath from Israel,

o And he was renowned unto the utmost part of the earth,
And gathered together *those who were perishing®,

1L 1026, [icteries of Fudas Maccabacus over Apollonins and Scron.

o “Apd Apollonius gathered™ the Gontiles tugether. and? a great host from Samasia, 10 fight
11 against lsrael.  And Judas purcen.-cd it and wont forth to mecet him, and smote hin, bnd sfew hm:

"} ¥Loc “inmight A =ye shall fight A Thattles Luc 'l’m- t cople 7t BV S &> yhir v, 'yt

Biheir R* (hisdes) H> 7t ‘\1!1!8[}1!3' Luc  *forty-cighth 8 &0 ithe kingdom Luc  ¥'®he was
buried 8 71 B} B d> oy fsepulchre Lue Bk 7

111, H}:Eﬂ‘ Hhotlowed 64 SJudas Luc | e—iby his word V #¥Sao that they fell in the batle;

and he raised up shiel the =6 ““Awith his sword in battle V. >R At A b 20 1]

%>9558 xlsracl Luc 7kings 64 Sthereon A A*Apallonius (ar suijeed) V& US> VA enqg 45 5%

G5. Render a recompense. Cp. I's. cxzxvi. 11 (Sept. .
6G. and was gathered . . . A regular O.T. phrase, cp. €. g. Gen. xxv. 8 Deut. xxxii. 50, cp. alsa Acts xiii. 36.
70, hthemhmiteiandfoﬂy—sixth year. i 167-166B.C.
Hi. 1. Judas. Hebr. TV 3
‘who was called luuhuu. Cp. ii. 4, 66, v. 241 = Mace. §i. 19. viii, 1.
3-6. In his panegyric on Judas Maccabaeus the author adopts a poetical form.
3. giant. m-nisnnu;w-lmduin; of W22, which means * hero *; for the Sopt. usage see, e §,, Gen x, 9 Taw ik 2,
weapons of war. duww\m-mrb% ‘Eﬁ.qi. T Sam. il 13,
4 like a lion. Cp. 2 Mace. xi. 11,
5. burnt up. Hetter “eaterminated ’, accarding 1o the sense of 2 in 2 Sam. iv. 11§ unless it {5 meant literally
-qumg..n.aﬂac m.mms uurqauhdudn muesr degrading death, cp. Lev, ¥x. 15, 2xi. §: Dess, xxi. 23
¢ 3 m... Cp.l’rmr.xr.
1o Apollonims. Cp. 1. 2 and 2 Macc. v. 24: ]osgphus,ﬂlﬁg Xik w5, viL 1.
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I MACCABEES 3. 12-30

v2 and many fell wounded to death, and the rest fled.  And they* took their spoils’; and Judas took
the sword of Apollonius, and therewith fought he all (his) days. _

13 And Seron, the commander of the host of Syria, heard that Judas had gathered ‘agathering and*®

14 # congregation of faithful men with him, "and! of such as went out to war®; and he said : *I will make
"4 name for myself, and get me glory in the kingdom; and I will ight against Judas® and them that

15 are with him, that! set at nought the word of the king." ™And he went up again®™; and there went

16 with him a mighty army of the ungodly to help him, to take vengeance on the children of Isracl.
Al he' came neir to the ascent of Bethhoron ; and Judas® went (orth to meet him¥ with a small

17 company.,  But "when they ® saw the army coming to mect them®, they said unto Judas: "What 7* shall
we be able, being a small company, to fight agamst so great “and strong a multitude ? And we, for

15 our part, e faing, having tasted no food this day.”  And Judas said: “It i5 an easy thing for many
to be shut ap in the hands of a few, and there is no difference *in the sight of* Heaven* to save by

1 many or by few : for victory in battle standeth not in the multitude of an host, but strength is from

2o Hewven®.  They come unto us in? tulness of insolence and lawlessness, *to destroy us and our wives

. zz and our children, for® to spoil us®; but we fight for our lives and our laws. And He Himsell® will

27 discomifit them before our fxce ;: but as for you, be ye not afraid of them.! Now when he had left
ofl speaking. he leapt suddenly upon them, and Scron and his army were discomfited ®before him®.

24 And they porsued them’ at the descent of Bethhoron unto the plain; and there fell of them about
cight hundred men : and the rest fled into fthe land of® the Philistines,

25 Fhen bregan the fear of Judas *and of his brethren®, and the dread (of them) fell upon the nations!

26 round about them, And his name eame near even unto the king: and ¥every nation* told of
the battles' of Judas,

TH. 27-37. Lysias is conmissioned o confinue the war against the Fews durin
{0 §
the absence of Antiochus in Persia.

2y But when Antiochus the king™ heard these words he was full of indignation; and he sent and
=8 gathered together all the forces ®of his kingdom®, ®an cxceeding strong army®  And he opened his
treasury and gave his forces pay for a¥ year, and commanded them to be ready? for every need”,
26 And he saw that the mency failed from his treasures, and that the tributes of the country were
small, because of the dissension and harm which he had brought upen the land (in sceking) to take
30 away the laws which had been (in vogue) from the earliest times; and he feared (therefore) that he
would nut have (enough), as (he had had) at other times, for the charges and the gifts which he gave

the 19 Farme (8 vessels) A R Zle bhn 2 1> Lue k4 the son 8 Tand those that A
W ferding em wpaardore rou avadgrac {?\15!-‘5 f0™): and he prepared himself &' > 12 ®they V Luc She Sd
Pthem V64 98> 71 *+ that were with him Luc ~ *him AV*(them V) ‘How7r %8> A v il
& (2. elore *the God of Hesiven 8 V' him that dwelleth in Heaven S¢ Zthe Heavenly One 19 64 > A
Br 5 sand 7p SeR Ve Lord Luc $™°  <Judas Luc  dthey S8 9893 fhim® #ISV
Whopg  Aall the nations B' & Nthe nations 8 q&; Tacts g3 £ B Klve RS 91 0 0% R* (had
Mesy Pthe A %+ for a year A Tall things

15. and he went up again. See critical note. _

16 the nscent of Bethhoron.  About five hours' journey north-west of Jerusalem. ' From a military point of view
Hethhoron was an important outpost, and to an invading force from the maritime plain the key to Jerusalem; cp.
Joshua x. 16-26" | Fairweather and Black, 7o Joc. ).

15 to save by many or by few. Cp. 1 Sam. xiv. 6.

22. He Himself, Thus avoiding the mention of the name of God ; this is characteristic of later usage; cp. ii. 61.

=3 were discomfited. avorpiffor has a stronger meaning, * were utterly crushed ',

2% pay for m year. This suggests that s forces could not always be relied upon. The extravagance of
Antiochus Epiphancs (ep. 2 300 and the way in which he squandered money on public displays, games, and the like,
must have often made it difficult to find the wherewithal to pay his soldiers, in ¢ q of which discontent would
have manifested iself.  The Jews had a great advantage here, since, in fighting, they were actuated solely by patriotic
motives,  Accooding o Josephus (Sl Sud, L i 5) the Jews never employed mercenary troops until the time of
Hyreanus | i135-107 B.C)

to be ready for every need. The meaning is, presumably, that they were not necessarily to be employed
agaiost the Jews only, but that they were to be prepared to go anywhere; this provision was necessary, for with his
Egyptinh campaigns Antiochus was always in need of soldiers. In 2 Mace. v. 5-11, e g, we are told that he was
hurriedly called back from an Egyptian campaign in order to quell an outbreak in Juduea under Jason.

30. the gifts which . . . with a liberal hand. Cp. the words of Polybius (xxvi. 1): * Rational were at
o Towes whind g thind s b Sime regarded him as o simple and homely man, others looked upon hint as crased.
.+ » Tosome he gave bone dice, to others dates, to athers gold.  But if perchance he should meet anyone whom he
bad nevir s belure, be would give i unespected presents * (quoted by Fairweather and Black, i foc.).  CGrimm
mentions that o one of his Exgptian campangns Antiochus guve a piece of gold to every (ireek in Naukratis
(Folybius, asvith 17, 110: op, also Dan. 50, 24, * In time of secunity shall he come even upon the fattest places of the
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I MACCABEES 8. 31-37

31 aforetime with a liberal hand,—*and he was more lavish than the kings that were before him”,  He
- was (therefo jmvpuplucd in his mind ; so he' determined to go to Pergia, and to take
tes of the ies®, and (thusj to gather much money. And he left' Lysias. an honourable
man, and "one of the seed royal ™, (to be) over the affairs of the king from the river Euphrates unto
| the borders of Egypt, and to bring up his son Antiochus until he should return.  Andd he delivercd wito
‘him the half of the forces, and the clephants, and gave him charge aver all the things that he would
35 have done and concerning them® *that dwell in Judaea and Jerusalem, (namely) that he should send
a host *against them® to root out®” and destroy the strength * of Israel and* the remnant of Jerusaleom,
36 and *to take away" their* memorial from the place @ and that he should mike strangers to divell in
37 all their borders, and that he should ‘divide their land by lot'.  And the king took the half that
remained of the forces, and removed from Antioch. “from his" royal city®, !(in) the one hundred and
forty-seventh year'; and he passed over the river Luphirates, and wemt through the upper countries,

s A tthey A Antiochus Lue Yconntry Siee Tsent B* (left 8°3) = why race (belonging) to
the king 219, ", the kingdom &¢ , . . the country & Xall them A r1>093 Lo Ev Mo drive
out AV 64 03 Yname S8 9410 takeaway Luc 44> Luc fjis A T ke possession of their land A
take possession of their land and divide it by lot & AL A by B9 lsay

province ; and he shall do tllal_'whiéh his fithers have not done, nor his fathers' fathers; he shall seatter amonyg them

prey, and spoil, and substance.

31. Persin, and to take . . . countries. i.e. the countries east of the Fuphrates under the rule of the Seleucidas ;

op. vi. 56, where the reference is to Media and Persin,

to gather much y. ! The temples of the Asiatics had hitherto been for the most part respected by their
European conquerors, and l.n.ric stores of the precious metals were accumulated in them. Epiphanes saw in these
hoards the means of relieving his own necessities, and determined to seize and confiscate them. Besides plundening
the temple of Jehovah at Jerusalem (see i, 21-23), he made A journey into the south-eastern portion of his empire, about
165 1. ., for the express purpose of conducting in person the collection of the sacred 1reasures, [t was while he was
engaged in this unpopular work that a spirit of disaffection showed itself the East took arms no less than the West |
and n Persia, or upon its borders, the avaricious monarch was forced to retire before the opposition which his ill-
judged measures had provoked, and to allow one of the doomed temples to escape him ' (cp. ¥i. 1-4), Rawlinson, 7%
Seventh Great Orientid Monarcky, dp. 5

32. Lysias. For the part played by this general during the Muccabaein struggle, sce, hesides this passage, iv. 1 ff,
2B, vi. 5 fi, 28 i, 51 #.; he was put to death at the accession of Demetrius 1, in 162 B.C (vil. 1-4); see also
2 Maec. x. 11 if, xi-xti. I, xiii. 1-xiv, 2; the two accounts are not always in agreement.

one of the sced royal. M9%5n 3] as in 1 Kingsi. 465 Jer. xii. 1; Dan.i. 3, or 729200 §7 as in 2 Kings
%k 13 2 Chron, xxii. 10,
affairs of the king. For the phrase cp. 2 Macc. viii, 8, x. 11, . 1,

33 his son Antiochus. The future Antiochus V, surnamed Eupator (cp, vi. 17), * on account of the virtues of his
father," according to Appian (quoted by G. A, Smith in 25 187) ; he was murdered, after two years' reign, together
with Lysias (see vii, 1-4; 2 Macc. xiv. 2).

34. elephants. The Persians were the first to use elephants in wirfare, as far as is known ; they are first mentioned
in this connexion as having been used in the anmy of Darius at the battle of Arbeki, in 331 .C.  They are referred o
several times in this book ; vi, 34 I, where they are described as being furnished with: towers of wood, and as being
driven by an Indian fcp. 2 Marc. xiv. 12 ; see also viii, 6, xi. §6; 2 Mace. xi, 4, xiil. 15,

35. toroot out. 7uo éxrpifar; Cod. A has the milder word zoi depigens, * 1o drive oot

‘the strength., The Syrinc Version reads ‘the name’, which in the Old Testament is not infrequently used as
equivalent to ‘seed ’, Num. xxvii. 4 ; Deut. xxv, 6; Ruth iv. 5, 10; 1 Sam. xxiv. 223 lsa, xiv. 22, &c
36, strangers, violy aMerplovs is a Hebralsm, 392 42,
_divide their land by lot. i.e apportion it to others, ep. P, besvlii. 555 this is the reading of ¥ earaehypa-

37. Antioch. Not, of course, the Pisidian Antioch, though this, too, was founded by the Seleucid kings about
300 B-C,; but the Sr:&n Antioch, built (300 B C.) by Seleucus Nicator on the left bank of the Orontes. [t was
situated just where the Libanus range joing the Taurus range. ‘Holm has summed up in a striking sentence the
historical position of Anticch under the Seleucid kings,  Although close to the sea (drinAovs alénuepir, Strabo, p. 7510,
it was yet no seaport; on the borders of the desert, it was ye: something niore than a centre for the caravan (rade
berween the East and the West. The city reflected the character of the kingdom of which it was the capital,
a kingdom which itself also was neither a genvine naval nor a genuine land power. Antioch was a Greek city, just as
the Seleucid kingdom was an attempt to impose upon the Orient the policieal ideas and forms of Hellas, Yet, in the

pital, us in the kingdom at lirge, there was no troe 1 el 7 the ¢ gling of Oriental and Western elemonts
resulted in the perpetuation of the worst features of both races, and the movl warthiessness of the Syrian found in the
brilliance and artistic tem t of the Greek merely the mwans of concealing the crudites of his ewn life, The
characteristic failing of the Greek also was exhibited on 2 greni scale. A third element, and that the vne mus)

t for biblical history, was provided by the Jews. The colony was in fact coeval with the city, far it Jose]
the time of Seleucus Nieator, who gave the Jews the same privi as he gave the Groeks 1 Josephus, duty.
XI1. i, 1), For this connexion with the Syrian kings see 1 Mace, xi. g2 1. (£ 185.)
the one hundred and forty-seventh year. 106-165 b, C.
the upper countries. Cp. vi.1,2 Mace, ix. 25, Grimm quotes Polybius (v. 4o. 5) and Arrian (i 6, 120 us
referring in similar terms to Persia and Media.
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I MACCABEES 3. 38-47

HL g8-6io. [Lysias dispatches an armyg into the lanid of Fudal under Ptolemy, Nicanor, and
Gorgias., Tudas Maccabacus prepares for the coming struggle.

4% And Lysias chose ¥ Ptolemy the son of* Dorymenes, and Nicanor, and Gorgias, mighty men of the
39 king's friends ; and with them he sent forty! thousand foo:q:eu, and seven thousand horse, to go into
40 the land of Judah, and to destroy it according to the king's command.  And they™ removed with
41 all their host, and came and pitched near Fmmaus in the plain country.  And the merchants of the
country heard tell of them, and took silver and gold exceeding much, together with fetters®, and
came into the camp, 1o fake the chiltdren of Israel as slaves. And there were added unto them
troops from Syria and from the land of the Philistines®.
42 And Judas and his brethren saw that evils were multiplied, and that the forces (of the enemy)
were cheamping! in their hurders ; and they took knowledge of the king's® commands which he had
+3 put forth with a view | to bring about the destruction and annihilation of the people.  So they said,
each man to his neighbour: * Let us raise up the ruin® of our peeple. *and let us fight for cur people®
44 and the Holy Place.”  And the® congregation was gathered together, so as to be ready for battle, and
to pray and to ask for mercy and compassion,
45  And Jerusalem was uninhabited like a wilderness,
There was none of her offspring that went in Yor went out”.
And the Sanctuary was trodden down,
And the sons of strangers (dwelt) in the citadel,
A lodging-place for Gentiles (it became) ;
And juy * wis taken away™ from Jacob,
And the pipe and the harp ceased,
46 Nl they gathered themsclves wgether, and came to Mizpeh*, over against Jerusalem; for in
47 Mizpeh there hidd been aforetime a place of prayer for Israel.  And they fasted that day, and put on

ks Y Tifty V. ten S ® 4 who were round about Prolemy Luc ®bands and fetters £; servants
(macdax for wedas) & (=1Ej; “fetters! Josephus o0& Wit strangers G4 Thad surrounded 2% Ahe 20
froyal A *kmgdom L* Yt AV O Mallthe V V> R® (hab RV o1 I w-wwas brought to an
end 64 *Massepha &

38/, With this scction ep. = Macc. viil, §-22; Josephus, Andyg. XIL vii, 3.

Ptolemy the son of Dorymenes. Cp. 2 Macc, iv. 45, viil. 3, x. 12, in this last he has the surname
Macron, and is described as being friendly disposed to the Jews; he committed suicide by taking poison because he
was regarded as a traitor for abandoning Cyprus.  This is only mention of him in 1 Macc.

Nicanor. Cp, vil. 26-50; 2 Macc. vili, g, xiv, Xv,

Georgias. Cp. v. s6fi.; 2 Mace. = 14, xil, 33-7.

forty thousand. See critical note. In 2 Macc, viil. 9 the number is 20,000, no mention being made of
horsemen,

to destroy it. Better 1o lay it waste'.

40. Emmans. Not the Emmaus of Luke xxiv. 13, but a city in the plain into which the mountains of Judiea dog:
down; it is twenty-two Roman miles from Jerusalem on the road to Joppa ; the modern Ammoas. It was fortified by
Bucchides, cp. ix. 50

41. the merchants of the country. In earier days the Edomites are ioned as slave-dealers (¢p. Amos i,

6, 9); in Ezel. xxvil. 13 Javan (Greeks}, Tubul, and Meshech (probably les of Asia Minor) are said to have traded
with * the persons of men’; from the fifth century B C. onwards Syrian slaves, among whom Jews were reckoned, were
in great demand in Greece (cp, Robertson Smith,in the Eneyel. firit. xiii 705).  The Phoenicians played a leading rdle
in the slave-market; Rawlinson (Hist, of Phoenicia, p, 206) says: ‘The traffic in slaves was one in which the
Phoenicians engaged from very early times. They were not above kidnapping men, women, and children in one
country wnd selling them in another ; besides which they seem to have frequented regularly the principal slave-marnts

of the time.  They bought such Jews as were taken captive and sold into slavery by the neighbouring nations.! See
further 2 Muce, viii, 111, 34.

[e‘lterl.! Su:sz:riti; al note.
troops from Syria . . . According to Josephus these were ' auxiliaries (ovppayod) out of Syria and the country
round about, as also some of the renegade Jews ' (Ausip. XILvii. 3), i, c. presumably volunteers who joined either from

the Inve of ghting, or from the hope of plunder, or possibly out of sheer hatred of the Jews.
Philistines, Sce critical note,

43. each man to his neighbour.  See note on i, 4o,
45. This verse was probalily in poetical form in the original ; it is full of O.T. thoughts and expressions.
uninhabited. Cp. fsa vog, vio 11 Jer i 11, xlvi. 19,
there was none of her offspring.  Cp. Jer. xxxiii, 1o.
that went in or went out.  Cp. Jer. xxxvii. 4; Zech. viil 1o,
the Sanctuary . . . Co Ps. buix. 1.
the sons of strangers. Sce note on v, 36,
A lodging-place . . . Cp. Isa i &
Joy was taken away. Cp. Lam. v. 15; lsa. xxiv. 113 Hosix, 1.
the pipe . . . ceased. Cp. Isa. xiv. 11, xxiv. 8.
46. aforetime & place of prayer. Cp. 1 Sam. vii. 6-9.
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I MACCABEES 3. 48-4. 10

keloth, and put” ashes upon their heads®, and rent their clothes. And they spread out the roll
~ of the Law, fone of those) concerning which the Gentiles were wont to make search *¥in arder to depict
'rh* likenesses of their idols®.  And they brought the priuii' garments, and the firstfruits, and

¢ tithes ; and they shaved” the Nazirites who had accomplished their days.  And they eried aloud*

frm- : * What shall we do with these men, and whither shall we carry them away ?

“or® thy Holy Place is trodden down and defiled. and thy priests are in heaviness and brought low.
And, behold, the Gentiles are gathered together against us 1o destroy us; thou knowest what things
54 they imagine &nm us. How shall we be able 10 stand before them unless thou help us?™ And
ey sounded with the trumpets!, #and cried with a loud voice®
55 nd after this Judas appointed leaders of the penple, captains of thousands, and captains of
56 hundreds, "and captains of ffties!, and captains of tens.  And he =aid to them that were building
houses, and were betrothing wives, and were planting vineyards and were fearful, that they should
57 return, each man to his own house, according to the Law!.  Aund the aymy removed, and encamped®
5% on the south of Emmaus. And Judas said : * Gird yourselves, 'and be! valiant men; and be ready
on the morrow to fight against these Gentiles that are assembled together against us to destroy us,
59 and our 1loly Place ; for it is better for us to die ®in battle™ than to luek upon the evils (that have
hﬂm upon our nation-and the Holy Mlace. Nevertheless, us muy be the will in heaven, *so shall
e do®.’

. 1-25. Vietory of Fundas over Gorgias.

4. And Gorgias took five thousand (foot-) men, and a thousund chosen horse ; and the army moved
2 by night so that it might fall upon the army of the Jews" and smite them suddenly ; and (certaing®
3 men tfrom the eitadel were his! guides.  And Judas heard thereof. and he removed. he and the valiant
4 men, that he might smite the king's host, which was at lnunaus, while as yet the forces wene
5 dispersed from the camp.  And Gorgins came into the camp of Judas by night”, and found no man ;
6 and he sought them in the mountains, for he said : * These men flee from us,”  And as soon as it was

day, Judas appeared in the plain with! three thousand men; howbeit, they had not armour nor

7 swords as they would have wished (to have had). And they saw the camp of the Gentiles strong

8 (and) fortified, and horsemen compassing it round about : and these were experienced in war.  And

Judas® said to the men that were with him: * Fear ye not their multitude. neither Yhe ve afraid of®

o their onset.  Remember how our fathers! were saved in the Red Sea. when Pharach pursucd them

1e with a host®. And now, let us cry' unto heaven™, *if he will have mercy upon us® “and? will

¥ & (eav 55) 5 S'oc L' supply tie verd thead NV Luc & 8> @ (ex 55 71) b Band mourned before the
Holy One concerning the Gentiles, hecause they forced them to imitate their ways Slue traised up & (ere 55)
d77¢ with a voice; with a great voice 93 ®And & > 20 Tafortieer &' 28> W Bbo N [hat Non) S8
f4of Moses L' Eassembled 81 Tlxg3 ®™m>g3 Poswobeitdone B S

IV, *his 1993 Sleo b Judal Slue +bz night 19 g3 $e  othe A 41othem SR r> Slac  Typaply BY
Bhe Slee b=h> 71 Vbrethren o great host Stee i Lwe will cry 8 #the Lord 71 our Lord R
=8 Several cursives S4WY; if he will have us AV Las -1 P+ the Lord Stee

48. they spread m:tI . <. In order that the roll of the Law might bear witness before Uiod agaimst the blasphemous

ing of the Gentiles.

49 they brought ... All these acts were intended to witness against the evils which the Gentiles had
wrought, and thus call down upon them the divine wrath,

54 they sounded with the trumpets. Cp, Num, x 1

58. be valiant men. Cp. 2 Sam, il. 7, xiii, 28 (Sept.).

be ready on the morrow. Cp. Exod. ssxiv. 2, xiz. 15,
6o, so shall he do, Another instiance of the way in which the mention of the name of God is avoided in this book.
IV. With 2. 1-25 cp. Josephus, A»sig. XI11 vii, 4

¥ gias . . . non-mention of Nicanor, the commander-in-cheef (cp. 2 Mace. vill. 23, 24}, does not
necessarily imply that he was ot the guiding spirit; the writer is giving the details of one episode m the campaign,
in which Gorgius is the leading figure ; he is, therefore, not concerned with the question as 1o under whose ordess
Gnrﬁ‘iias was acting. That there was not one in chiel command responsible for the general conduct of the operations,
is difficult o belicve. Cp. Josephus: * But when the enemy sent Gargias . . !

2. men from the citadel. oi vioi ri¢ ixpas, Hebraism, Josephue speaks of them as *renegade Jews’.

5- Emmaus. Sce note on iiL 40.

5. and he sought them in the mountains. i e i the wountiinous districe shath and east of Emmags ; Judas
wits thus drawing this detacl of the y further and fusther away from the main body with which be intended
to desl (soe v, 13) ; ep, Josephus: *And he resolved to fall upon thuse enemies that were in their camp, now that their
forces were divi&‘ad.‘ - ‘

6. three thousand men. So, too, according to Josephus ; in 2 Macc. viil. 16 the number is given as 6,000,

7. experienced in war. 2daxrol woligov, Hebraism, cp. Song of Songs ili. 8 7 b,
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1 MACCABEES 4. 11-29 E

11 remember 1the covenant of the® fathers®, and destroy this army before our* face to-day®; and (then)

12 all the Gentiles will know thit there is one who redeemeth fand saveth® Israel.” And the st

13 lifted up their eves and saw them coming against them, and they went out of the camp to battle,

14 And they that were with Judas sounded the trumpets, *and joined battle', ¥and the Gentiles

15 were discomfited, and fled unto the plain.  And all* the hindmost fell by the sword; and they
pursued them unte Gazern, and unto the plains of ldumaea¥ and* Azotus and Jamnia ; and there
fell of them about three thousand men.

Crp And Judies and (hin)® host returned "from pursuing after them®; and he® said unto the people

15 Re not greedy of the syinils, for tanother)® battle is before us, and Gorgias and (his)" host are nigh
ko us in the mosmam’.  CRut stand yve now against our enemies®, and fight (against) them, and
ro afterwards take the spedls with boldness.!  While Judas was yet saying " these things, there appeared a
29 purt ol them peering out from the mountain ;. and they saw that (their host) had been put to flight,
and that (the Jewss were burning the® camp,—fur the smoke 'that was scen! made manifest what had
£ hoen done. Asd when they perceived these things they were sore afraid ;| and perceiving also the

c23army of Judas %in the plin® yeady for battle, they® all fled into the land of the Philistines®. And

Tuddas retirmed to the speil of the camp, and wok much gold and silver, and blue", and *m—pugﬂe",
24 and great riches.  And as they returned they sang a song of thanksgiving, and blessed **(God',
looking up) to heaven®, (and saying):
‘Good (is the Lord), for his mercy endureth for ever.'*
35 And [Israel had a great® deliverance that day.

IV. 26-35.  Victory of Fudas ever Lysias.

ah Tt as many Of the Gentiles® ashiad been saved eame and reported to Lysias all that had happened.

27 And when he had heard allY he was confounded *and discouraged=, both because it had not
Iappencd unto Lseael as ae hid wished, and because the things which the king had commanded him?
had not come about.

25 And in the next year he? gathered together sixty thousand chosen [fuot-]Jmen, and five thousand

29 horse, 1o make war upon them®,  And they came into Judaea® and encamped at Bethsura, and Judas

& the first covenant $ Y aur, seeeral cursiver  *your bg =t B* (fah 8]  Uihe Greeks 88 Y ¥ 28
®with them Lise 25> 38 SJudna AV 19 *+unto Luc *jgg3 Se WU 8 ¢judas Luc MLuc Slite  efy g3
>3k ee>g3  WTLR S 4 filling up ® AV &, reaiing uﬁt_uﬁr Yooo tthey that were with Judas
Lue ¥ their Luc 1> g3 ma S 28 “and they Slue 9% Mt strangers G ¥ precious hyacinth
stapes Slus %4 purple and sea A tr 5 21 Possibly nihdyour eis obparie here and in 7, 55 = B2 130
(ef. 1 Chron, sxix, 20 for construction] where, therefore, ofpiis = feds,  Hence ' they blessed Heaven; for He is good,
&c' [Gen. Editor]  **the Lord that is in the heavens & 'T.R.  #> Luc Y /if. strangers & ; the Greeks 3¢
"RV IV FoggoySuel slysias TR, Slsrael Luc ¥ B reads lovpacy

12, and the strangers lifted up their . . . From 77, 3, 4 Judas evidently intended a surprise attack, but this
verse <hows that his ion wis fr I, On the other hand, Josephus definitely states that the enemy's defeat
veas due to Judas’s unespected sttack ; 8o he commanded the trumpeters to sound for the battle ; and by thus falling
upon the enemies when they did net expect it, and thereby astonishing and disturbing their minds, he slew many of
those thiut resisted him,' iz

13 Gazern. ‘The ancient Gezer, cp. Joshua x. 33, xii. 12, »vi. 3, &c.; see further the note on xiii. 43.

Azotus,  Ashdod, cp, Joshua i 224 1 Sam. v, 55 2 Chron. xxvi, 6, &¢,, the modern .4 sdlid.

Jamnia.  Jabneel, ep. Joshun xv. 11, called Jubneh in 2 Chron, xxvi. 6.

the plains of Idumaea This reading cannot be right, for the border of Idumaea lay at least two days' journey
to the southecast of the scene of the banle, and the next day was the Sabbath, cp. 2 Macc. viii. 26, 27 ; in the next
verses [udies and his army am described as being sear the mountainous region agam ;- had four dﬂ{l intervened some
mention weuld sssuredly ioe been made of it Moreover, the three places “ Gazera, Azotus, and Jamnia * lie close
together, anil the wiention of 1d in such a ¢ ion 15 quite out of place. The reading * plains of Judaea' is
chually strange, for Judaea lay behind the pursuers where the coustry was mountainous. It is ible that
'Ilhmmaus ' stood here origmally (cp. i go * Emmaus in the piain country '), the reference being to the pﬁ?in which
~Imniaus stood. l

24 blue and sea-purple. NF3N ‘violet stufl, ep. Faek. xxiii, 6, xxvii. 7; used in reference to the Temple hangings
2 Chron, ih 6, 13, 141 1239 purple-red cloth’, generally wentioned with the former; * sea-purple ' refers to the fact
that the colour was nol & manufactured dye, but that it was the slimy substance from a sea-shell (Murex fruncuius)
found in great quantities on the Phoenician coast ; the slime from these shells is white, but becomes y darker
when exposed to the rays of (e sun, until it assumes a deep red, or a deep blue-red colour which never Immense
numbers of these shells have been found on the site of an ancient dye-faciory near Tyre, According 1o Judges viii. 26
it would appear that the Midian kings wore a purple garment when goiny into battle,

24. for his mercy . . . Cpo Ps. exvidi, 1-4, and the oft-repeated refrain in Ps. cxxxvi.

29, Judaea. °This is what Josephus reads, as well as 2 Mace. xi. § (the parallel passage), see note . 15,

Bethsurn, ‘The house of rock” (cp. Joshua zv. 58],31::mlhurn Judaca; * Bethsuron ' in 2 Mace xi. s,




I MACCABEES 4. jo-43

y met them with ten thousand men. And he saw that the army*® was strong, and he prayed, and
said :
Blessed art thou?, O Saviour "of Tsracl®, who didst bring to nought the onslaught of the giant! by
g‘%ﬂ of "thy servant # David, and didst deliver the army of the Philistines into the hands of Jonathan
1 bthe son of Saul and of his armour-bearer®. Shut up' this army in the hands of thy people Israel,
32 that with their host and their horsernen they may be put to shame.  *Give them fearfulness of heart,
‘and cause the boldness of their strength to melt away, and let them quake at! their destruction®.
Cast them down with the sword of them that love thee, and let all that know® thy name praise
thee with songs of thanksgiving™.'
3¢ And they joined battle ; and there fell of the army of Lysias about five thousand men, and® they
35 fell down over against them. But when Lysias® saw that his array had been put to flight, and the
boldness* that had come upon them that were with Judas, "and how ready they were cither 1o live
or dic nobly”, he removed to Antioch, "und gathercd together mercenary troops, that he might come
again into Judaea with an even greater (army)".

2 B

IV. 36-61. The Purification and Re-dedication of the Temple ; the fortification
of the Temple-Mount and Bethsura,

36 But Judas and his bretliren said : ‘ Behold, our enemies are discomfited | et us go up to cleanse’

37 the Holy Place, and re-dedicate® it. And all the army was gathered together, and they* went unto

38 mount Sion. And they saw our® sanctuary laid desolate, and the altar profaned®, and the gates”
burned up, *and shrubs growing in the courts as in a forest or upon one of the mountains, and the

39 chambers® (of the priests) pulled down " ; "and they rent their garments', and made great lamenta~

10 tion, and put ashes “on their heads® ; and they fell on their faces to the ground, “and they "$biew

41 the solemn blasts” upon the trumpets, and cried unto heaven™™.  Then' Judas appointed (a certain
number of) men to fight against those (that were) in the citadel, until he should have cleansed

42 the Holy Place.  And he chose blamcless priests, such as had delight in the Law; and they*
‘43 44 cleansed the Holy Place, and! bare out the stones of defilement™ inta an unclean place.  And they

© 3 of them that were opposed Luc 4 4 Lord 8 Lz 1 tlir. mighty man, + Goliath 71 L Bl
bh~h > 91 !4 Lord a-k S a1 lin1g g3 &Mr  wem > o~y dihat haveseen A 9> 5% Phe 71
9 4+ and steadfastness L' k> % the MSS. and Versions vary heve considerabdly ; dut the gemeral sense ix
clear, and tn accordance with fhe text above 'that we may cleanse B*Luc  ®that we may re-dedicate 8% Luc
that we may renew it §loe Yhe g3 *ihe 8V X waste g3 Sluc ¥ doors ¥ =S *adornments S€
biisruta et detracta &7 o= 28 pluier these words after heads =4 > N 19 93 * *et clamaverunt ad caelum
in tubis signorum &' > %8 &#hlew with glorious horns $W¢  Wthe Lord 71 ‘and 2 Ehe Luc 28
| 4 they Luc 8% = ™ 4 and placed them S8 4 and cast them '

j0-22. In 2 Macc. xi, 6-8 thiz prayer is only referred to, not quoted ; but instead, mention is made of ‘ one on horse-
back in white apparel, hrandishing weapons of golid', who appeared at the head of the Jowisli anny, and led them on
to victory. This fantastic elaboration is perhaps based on the two stories of David (1 Sam. xvii. yo=s4) and Jonathan

(1 Sam, xiv, 1-16} ; in each case a champion came forth and delivered [srael.

34. they fell down over against them. i e they were struck down and fell at the feer of eicl individual Jewish
warrior, so fierce was the onslaught of the Jews.
36. cleanse. L is used of cleansing the Temple from unclean things in 2 Chron. ssix. 15, 16, 18, and from the

| pollution of idolatrous images in 2 Chron. wexiv. 3, 5, 8.

re-dedicate.  The ritwal of cleansing and re-dedicating is detailed in the verses which follow. The Hebrew
word for “dedicate” (127) menns it~ to train up o child " | Prov. sxiic 6) ¢ it is used inthe sense of dedicating n house
in Deut. xx. 5, of the Temple in 1 Kings vili. 63 (= 2 Chron. 'ﬁ'hﬁ-

} ’?H‘ the gates burned up. We huve but seanty detiuls of Zerublyhel's temple  mention is made of the Miphkad Gate
(Neh. iii. 31) and of the Prison Gate (Neh. xii. 30): in Josephus (Comfra g i. 22, quoting Hecataeus) there is a
reference to * double gates ' in the Temple, but this seems only to refer 1o one of the ordinary gates. These are the anly
gates of which mention is made in the O.T., but there must certainly hiave been others, as there were in the first temple.

the chambers (of the priests). ri waoreddpua, cp. Ema viii, 28, x. 6; Neh. iii. 30, x. 37 i, xii. 44, xiii, 5 ;
Josephus Antig. X1. iv. 7, XI'{'. xvi. 2.
Nﬁ- solemn blasts upon the trumpets. The reference is 1o the long drawn-out blasts on the ram’s-homs. Cp.
um. x. 10
41, in the citadel. Cp.i 33 M
42. blameless. dpwpove, HE. * without blemish ', i.e. Levitieal purity : used originally in reference to physical blemish,
but later the idea of innocence and integrity is included, cp. Prov. i. 13, where the word (2'%0) is used for soundness
in i see Deut. xviii. 13, where it occurs in the figurative sense, cp. Ps.cxxxii. g, 16, That a physical blemish was,
also in later times, an obstacie to the performing of the priestly office may be gathered from ] o AAntig, UL xH. 22
! He ordered that the pricst who had any blemish should have his indeed among the priests, but he forbad
him to ascend the altar, or to enter into the holy house.’ In the Talmud no less than 13 shysicnl blemishes are
! d which make a man unfit to perform ministerial duties, cp. Krauss Zilmudisohe Archaologie, i, p. 250.
43 the stones of defilement. Cp. i. 54.
‘an unclean place. What is meant can be seen by a reference to Deut. xxiii. 12-14.
it K1 G




1 MACCABEES 4. 44—b. 2
100k counsel concerning the altar of burnt offerings, which had been profaned, what they should do

it. And a good idea occurred to them® (namely) to pull it down, lest it should be a reproach
:: them, hocungr the Gentiles had defiled it ; so they pulled down the altar, and laid down the
in the mountain of the House, in a convenient place, until a prophet should come and decide® (as
47 what should be done) concerning them.  And they® took whole stones moﬂm; e Law,
48 built a new® altar after the fishion of the former (onc) ; and they built the F
49 inner parts of the house, and hallowed* the courts. ﬂl'id they made the holy * vessels new®, ami
brought the candlestick, and the altar of burnt offerings and of incense, and the table, into
sotemple.  And they buried incense upon the altar, and they lighted the lamps that were u
g1 candlestick “in order to give light” in the temple®. And they set loaves upon the table.qnd ung up
42 the veils.and finished all ¥ the works™ which they had undertaken, And they rose up carly in the morn-
ing Ton the twonty-fifth iday) of the ninth? month, which is the month Chislev, in the *one hundred
5z and® forty-eighth* year™". and* offered sacrifice, according to the Law, Yupon the new altar of burnt
54 afferings which they had maded.  At® the corresponding time (of the month) and on the (corres-
ponding) day an which the Gentiles had profaned it, on that day” was it dedicated afresh, wit ﬁ!ﬁ
g5 Fund harps® and Tutes, and with cymbals. And all *the people® fell upon their faces, and worshipped/,
a0 and gave praise, (looking ur ) unto heaven, to him who had prospered them. And they celebrated
the deilicution of the altar Tor cight da.‘ys. and offered burnt offerings *with gladness¥, 'and sacrificed
57 a sacrifice of deéliverince and praise™'.  And they decked the forefront of the temple with crowns
of gold® and small shields, and dedicated® afresh the gates and the chambers {of the priests), Pand
g% furnished them with doors?. 1 And there was exceeding great gladness among the people, and the
qu reproach of the Gentiles was turned away®.  And Judas and his brethren and the whole congregation
of Israe] ordained, that the days of the dedication of the altar should be kept “in their seasons year
by year for cight davs, from the twenty-fifth (day) of the month Chislev, with gladness and Ijcy“‘.
fie And "at that season' they built high walls® and strong’ towers around mount Sion, lest haply the
61 Gentiles should come and tread them* down, *as they had donc aforetime®. And he set tﬁcre’
a force to keep it®, and they fortified Bethsura *to keep it? that the people might have a strong-
hold over against Idumaea.
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V. 1=8.  Victories of Fudas over the Edomites, Racanites, and Ammonites.

5. And it came to pass, when the Gentiles round about heard that the altar® had been built® and the
sanctuary dedicated®, "as aforetime”, that they were exceeding wroth, And they determined” to

12

® lijm Slne ospenk £ amswer L the AV a> Bleo Ll 2 *he hallowed AV ‘)lg_;
9>z Yiobevisible lue  w-w Rle xxn o yo N e8> 64 *ninth®8 P> 8 tof the
kingdom Luc  ©¢> 82 4> o fApdat®V >A e#>Luc BASor 1iGodyr k>
Hand a sacrifice of deliverance L wm S U R (hat NS he dedicated A PP > Slue > 7
o * great joy Lt LS ua high wall Luc ~ *high R* (strong %) wjiNesg3 =237
> 71 *them R* (it N©#) L b6 %

V. Yhouse 8¢  ¢>71 4S5 R'  =f>371  fwere wroth B* (determined NO8)

46. the mountain of the House. Cp. Mich. iil. 12 Jer. xxvi. 18 (man )

a prophet should come . . . The reference is probably to Deut. xviii. 18, which is not 2 * Messianic® passage,
however it may have been interpreted subsequently,

47. nccording to the Law. Cp Exod. xx, zds: Deut. xxvii, 6,

44 the candlestick . . . the altar . . . and the table, These had been taken away by Antiochus Epiphanes,
sec i, 21, 22; the three are again § 'ﬁcailx mentioned in the two next verses,

52 fi, The inauguration of the feast of Chanwkéak, which has been observed ever since by the Jews. The month
Chisdey rorresponils 1o Becomber. Ewald (Geckdalte der Volkes Tsrael v, go7 |3rd edi]), followed by Wellhausen
(dewineditin: hv u:/mn sche Ligwchichte, p. 210), believes that on the 23th Chislev a winter solstice feast had been
relebrared lomye before this tume. and that this was adapted and turned into the historical feast of Chamudbah., This

was early known as the Feast of Lights (®dre in Josephus, Angiy. XIL vii. 7) ; two methods were in vogue
rogarding the bghing of the Iurn‘ps; the followers of Shammai Tit eight lamps on the first day of the festival, and one
less an each succeedling day until the el of the feast; the Hillelites Jit one lamp on the first day of the feast, and
added une on eaoh surcesding day, so thit on the lust day eight lamps were Jit.  * The Talmudie sources . . . ascribe
the arigin of the eight days’ festival, with its of iluminating the h , 1o the miracle said to have occurred
at e detieation ol the purited Temple.  This was that the one small cruse of consecrated oil found unpolluted by
the Hastonenn priests when they entered the Temple, it having been sealed and hidden away, lusted for eight dll'&
until sew ol cuald be prepared for the lamps of t?u holy candlestick’ ( Jewersd Encyel. vi. 234a). For alegend ¢
somewhat similar character see 2 Mace. i. 18-ii. 15.

57. crowns of gold and small shields. Perhaps wreaths of gold; which with the small shields, were temporary
wrnaments, cl. 1 Kings x. 17,

6o, strong towers. Cp. L 31,

V. 1-&. CF. Josephus, Antig. XI1. viii, 1,

Rz




I MACCABEES 5. 2-13

roy (those of) the race® of Jacob "that were in the midst of them®, and they began 'to slay and

‘among the people’. And Judas fought against the children of Eswu in Idumaca® at
e ! @ Isracl’ by their attacks; and he smote them with a great

humbled® them™, and took spoils from them. And he remembered the malice of
i 1, who were unto the people® a snare and a stumbling-block. lying in wait for
5them "in the ways". And they were shut up by him in the towers; and he encamped aguinst?
~them, "and utterly destroyed them?, and bumed*® *with fire! "the towers of the vu with all that
G were™ therein.  Then he® passed over to the children of Ammaon, and found (there) a mighty band,
7 and much people?, and Timotheus (who was) their leader.  And he fought many battles with them,
#*and they were discomfited before him, *and he smote them™* ; and he gat possession of Jazer and

the villages" thereof, and returned® again into Judaea®, L

V. 9-68. Fictories of Simon in Galilee, and of Fudas in Gilcad,

9 And the Gentiles that were in Gilead gathered themselves wgether against the Israelites that
1o were on their borders, to destroy them ; and they fled unto the stronghold of Dathema®. And they
sent letters unto Judas and his brethren, saying : * The Gentiles that ire round about us are gathered
11 together Tagainst us’ ¥to destroy us: and they are preparing to come and get possession of the
12 stronghold® whereunto we" have fled for refuge ; and Timotheus is leading their host.  Now, there-
13 fore, 'come and deliver us from their hand, for a number of us are fallen, and all our brethren! that
were in the (parts) of Tubias have been put to death. and they have carricd into captivity their wives
tgand their children and their* belongings, and have destroyed there about a thousand men” While
the! letters were yet being read, behold, there came other messengers from Galilea with their
15 garments rent, bringing a report to the following cffect, saying™: - There be gathered together
against them (men) from Ttolemais, and Tyre "and Sidon®, and all Galilee of the Gentiles, to

5
1

#seed Luc LR 21 I V1o persecute and to kill them B! * fudaea A b Amalek R* (Israel 8 =)
w-in 5. ®gcattored $X ¢ 4 of Israel 8¢ PP Scastaside A TS W *they burned Sine
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2. (those of) the race of Jacob., The reading * sced of J.", though not well attested, is more likely 1o be correct,
being more in accordance with O.T. usage, cp. Ps. xxii, 23, Isa alv, 10, Jer, sxyiil 26, &¢.

3. the children of Esau. Cp. Gen. xxavi. 10, 19,

Akrabattine. Cp. 2°299Y oy (Joshua xv. 3, 'leldm i. 36); a spot in the hill-country in the south-west
of Palestine, which formed the boundary of Judaea, cp, Num. xsxiv. 4.

and he smote them with a great slanghter. A charactenstic Hebrew phrise : A nzo Dns ™.

humbled them and . , . For the phrascology cp, Deut. xxviii, 26.

4. the children of Baean. This name does not occur elsewhere ; Blan (quoted by Rissell, in Joc.) says: * The
region in which the event described in 1 Macc. v. 1-6 100k place is the same as that which the table by Karnack calls
Bajaa, mear Kapharbaruk, east from Hebron, where in the time of the Maceabees Idimaeans settleds I my opinion,
12 32 signifies simply the inhabitants of the place Bajjin.'  Grimm holds that Bacan can only refer to the ancestor of
a tribe, on the analogy of “ the children of Esau’,

a snare and a stumbling-block. Cp. P's. lwviii. 23 (Sept), = Ixix. 22 (E.V.).
5. utterly destroyed. dwafepnrife = 2VIN7; cp. 1 Sam. 2w, 5,

burned . . . the towers. Cp. Judges ix. 49,
6. the children of Ammon. [Like the Edomites; traditional encmies of lsrael, cp, Judges xic 4,125 2 Sam, 8. 6-14.
& mighty band. Lit. “x mighty hand '; i Hebraism, 79I 3, used in Num, xx. 20 of the fighting power of the

ites.
Timotheus . . . their leader. robably un Ammnnite who b assumed o Cireek nione, in accordance with a
frequent custom in those times.
z:be“‘h:w ,m:m i dden tak i
gal s gl implies a sudden taking possession.
Jazer. A on the east of Jordan occupied by the Amovites onginally (Num, xxi. 32), later by the tribe of
Gad (Num, xxxii. 25 ; Joshua xiil, 25 ; 1 Chron, vi, 81).
the vil.lanz::tl.huopf. Lit. the * daughters thereof ', a0 Mebraisiy; the ‘land of Jager® was a fertile region with
villages upon the city | see Num, xoodi. 13 Isa. xvi. 85 Jer. xlviii. 32,
9. Gilead. The reference here is to the * Lund of Calead *) Loe, the mountaiious district on the east of Jordan between
the Yarmuk in the north, and the Arnon in the south ; the river Jabbok cuts this region into two purts (ef. Num.
xxxil, 2g; Joshua xxii. 9 ; Judges x. 8, xx. 1),
Dathema. is p;;cc has not been identified. On the letter contained in vo. 10~13 sce Jatr, § 7. 1 (a).
Sé:s.ﬂ'l‘_ublw Cp. 2 Mace. xih b7 5 “the land of Tob * | Judges s 3, 51 2 Sam. & 6, 8), twelve miles south-cast of the
15, Ptolemais. The Accho or Akka of the O.T,, cp. Judges i. 31 : Joshua xix. 24-31. It is uncertain when this
‘uinie was changed to Ptolemais ; the city had already reccived it for some time by the end of the third century B0
83 G2



I MACCABEES b, 16-34

16 consumie us. Now when Judas and” the people” heard these words, there assembled together
a great gathering o cnum'll{ what they should do *for their brethren who were in tribulation and
17 bemng attacked by the mni-"'. And Judas said unto Simon his brother: * Choose out men for
thyself, and go and deliver thy* brethren in Galilee, while I and Jonathan np?v brother will go into
18 Gilead." And he left Joseph the son of Zacharias, and Azarias, as leaders of the people, with the
19 rest of the army, in Judaea, to guard it. And ‘he commanded them, saying*: * Take ye the charge of
20 this people, and engage rot in battle with the Gentiles until we return.”  And three thousancl men were
allotted unto Simon to go into Galilee, and eijght thousand men" unto Judas (o go)* into Gilead.
1 And Simen went into Galilee, and engaged in many® battles with the Gentiles, and the Gentiles
22 were discomfited befure him.  And he pursued  them unto the gate® of P'tolemais; and there fell of
23 the Gentiles® about three thonsand men, and he took their spoils, And he* took *those (that were)*
in® Cradilee and Arbatta with (their) wives and children, and brought* them* into Judaea "with great
ladness®.
24 . Anl Judas Macvalucus! and #his brother® Jonathan passed over Jordan, and went three days'
2 jowrney in the wilderness: and they fell in with the Nabataeans, and these met them in a peaceable
iy thatiher, and jecousted to them all things that had befallen their brethren in Gilead ; and how that
miny of them were shut up in Bosora, and Bosor, and Alema, Casphor, Maked, and Carnaim,—all®
27 these cities (being) strovg and great; ‘and how that they were shut up in the rest® of the cities ot
Gilead ', and that o the morrow (the enemices) had planned! 1o encamp "against the stronghold®=,
6 and to take (it)°, and to destroy all those® (who were in it) in one day. And Judas and his army
turned suddenly by the way of " the wilderness unto Bosora®: and he took® the city, and slew all the
males! “with the cdge of the sword Y, and took all their spoils, and burned" it (i.¢. the city)™ with fire.
200 30 And he® removed thence® by night, and went on® unti! (he reached) the stronghold.  And when it
was morning they lifted up their eyes®, and behold (there was) a great multitude ®which could net
be mumbered boirmy bdders and engines (of war, 1o take the stronghold€; and they were fighting
i1 against them (that were in the stronghold), And when Judas saw that the battle had begun, and
32 that the cry of the city? went up o' heaven, with trumpets and ‘a great sound', he# said unto the
sy men of his host: ‘ Fight this day for your® brethren.'! And he' went forth behind them in three
+4 companies, and they® sounded with trumpets, and cried out in prayer. And the army of Timotheus
perceived that it was Maccabacus, and they fled from before him | and he! smote them with a great™

ciall 5564 3¢  Phis brechren S8 1971 *by them NV &c, by him A *>Ro3 ours5€4 'tand

be said unto them 71 W7 Y this s dxpressed in 3 >N Ecities A gates fs g7
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Prolemy Lagi destroved it in B 312 when it was still called Akka; vrra,possibly the renovated city which sub-
sequently arose took Its name from him ; but as he only had posscssion of it for a very short time, it seems more likely

that it was named after Pialemy 11, who conquered the whole of Phoenicia, and retained possession of it, For the
?n_mélor{i:lflthf uur duﬂ:g the Muceabaean struggle see 1 Mace, x. 1, 39, 48-66, xii. 45 fl.; Josephus, Antig. XI1. viii 1,
i O, J 1§, 19, 1.6, 9, Y. 3, :

ull Galilee of the Gentiles, Le. Upper Galilee with its mixed Gentile ation; cp. Isa. viii. 23, ix, 1.
18. Joseph . . . and Azarias, See vi. 56-62; thz{ are not mentioned otherwise.
23 Arbatta. Vrobably = Arabek, e, the valley ol the Dead Sea (ep. Deut. i. 73 Joshua xi. 16, xii. 8, xviii. 18).
35, the Nabatneans. The Ishmaelite tribe of Nebaioth of the O,T. l(gl:n. xxv. 13), according to Josephus (A nfrg.
L 51l 4); Petra, their capital, hecime a groat commercial centre in later days.  G. A, Smuath (Hixdor: eography of
Pudoctione, po347) s - Thwdr tnscriptinns e seattered all vver castern falestine, where they had many settlements,
and in Arabia. but have even been discoverad in ltaly, proving the extent of their trade.’
in a peaceable manner. Cp. ix 35.
26. Bosara. j.c. Borrah in Moab icp, Jer. xlviii. 24), not the Bozrah in Edom (1sa. Ixiii. 1).
Bosor. e mast likely = Beser 'in the wilderness', in the inheritance of the Reubenites (Deut. iv. 43, Joshua
xx, B, xxi. 36) ;. mentioned also on the Moubite Stone.
Alema, Casphor, Muked, These places are not otherwise mentioned ; they cannot be identified further than
that they were cities of Gilead, see 7. 36.
arnaim. Cp, Gen. siv, §: Deat, i g 1 Am. vi. 133 2 Mace. xii. 21, 26.
29, the stronghold. e Duthema,
33 ?.l;ﬁz ;ﬂit forth Y E‘p. Judjges vii. 16,
crl In prayer. [.¢. a battle-cry which was also a prayer, cp, Judges vii. 18, where the is: ‘For the
Lord and for Giderm.” which was alw preveiled by the bimriﬂz o¥ mualapgu. Cp. the battle-cry, ! Allah!” of
the Turks (Grimm), and * For God and St. George ! ' of the English.




1 MACCABEES b. 35-50

; and there fell of them ®on that day” about cight thousand men.  And he® turned aside?
cand fought against it, "and took it7, and siew’ .nmemxuﬂmurmd aook the spoils
.am.i burned it with fire. From ul-ﬂ‘ht"rcmmd and took Casphor, Maked, Bosor, and

~ Now after these things  Timotheus fnhered another army, and encamped over against Raphon,
W the brook. Andjm.lanlem men) to espy the army™ ; and they reported to him, saying?:
*All the Gentiles *that are mound about us®* are gathered together unto them®, an exceeding® great
39 host ; and they have hired Arabians to help them, mdam“cucampmﬁ :l the brook”, y o
4ocome against thee to battle’ And Judas went to meet them. And Timotheus said unto the
captains of his hust, when Judas "and his army ' drew nigh unto the brook of water : * If he pass over
41 unto us first, $we shall not be able to withstand him", for¢ 'he will mightily prevail against us'; but
4if he be afraid, and* encamp beyond the river, we will cross over 'unta him!, and prevail against
42 him®~' Now when Judas came nigh unto the brook “of water*, he pliaced the ‘officers® of the peaple
#hy the brook®, and feommanded them, saying©: ¢ Suffer no wan w encamyp, but let allt come ty
43the battle’ And he crossed over first agrunst them, and d1* his* people after™ him ; and all* the
Gentiles were discomfited befure his® face, and cast away their® arms, and fled unto *the temple of*
44 Carmtim,  And they" took the city”, and burned the emple? with fise. together with all “that were”
}h(ére'in. TAnd Carnpim was subdued’; neither could they* stand any longer before the face of
udas.

35 And Judas gathered together all Isracl, them that were in Gilead, "from the least unto the
greatest”, and their Ywives, and their! children, and their belongings, an exceeding great army, that
1h thc; might come into the land of Judah, And they came as far as Ephron | and thix was a large
at* (the cntrance of) the pass, exceeding strong: it wits not (possible) to turn aside from it!

43 ul or to the right or the left, but (one had) to go through the midst of it.  Nnd they of the city shut
4% them out. and stopped up the gates with stanes. And Judis seat " unto them™ w ith words of puace,
saying : We™ would pass through" thy* land to o into our own land : wul nene shall harm you,

4 we will only pass by on our feet.”  But they would not open unto hims.  A\nd Juda.- Teommanded
proclamation to be made® in the army, that each man should encamp in the place where he was.
50 *And the men of the host! encamped™; and they® fought against the city all that day and all that

?.-
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35. llzpeh in Gilead ; cp. Judges xi.

36. Casphor , . . be:nutesonv!ﬁ.

i;z Raphon. According to ley (quoted by Grimm) this was one of the cities of * Decapolis’: Josephus (Antig
XII. viii. 4) speaks of it as a “city ™.

the brook. yesudppovs = 270, *a torrent ' of water in a narrow channel ; cp, Judges v, 21, &c v

39. Arabians. {.r 2 Mace. 3iu 100 {"

40, For he will mightily prevsll against us. Grimm aptly refers to = Cliron, ssxii. 15 (Sept,) = 11“ 5;!‘ h‘

42. officers. rais ypapuarar = BNEY.  Cp. Deut. xx. § ff, (Kautzsch).

43 and he crossed over first. That no no atenipt was made by Timotheus to oppose the fews during this cmssi
shows extravrdinary ineptitude: ad leadership on the part of the enemmy must evidently have had much to do with
many of their defeats during the Maccabaean struggle.

the temple. roueor is the entire piece of conseerated ground in which a temple stands ;. regarding this temple
of Carnaim cp. 2 Mace, xii. 26
45- from the least unto the greatest. A characteristic O.T. expression, Svimmn epe,
\murdlug to Kautzsch, identical with the Vegymis or Pefipoiy, mentioned by Polybius V. Ixx. 12, as
Alg‘:\nunthlu the Gireat.  From o, 43, 53 fops 2 Mace, xii. 27£) it must have lain in the
msg of land between taroth and the Jordan, ite Scythopolis or Heth-Shan mew) The situation of the
city explains why it was not possible * to mrn uside :
sl s eferred by M the king of Edom (N
we would r_u.h-thruu;h Cp. the similar request pr. 05es 10 ing 1 Nuom. ¥X. t7)
ﬁ- 1o the lmg the Amorites (Num., xxi. 22).
mlbymmfnt Cp. the Hebrew phrase TMIUR 172 Vet me pass through with my fect’
(Nmn 19), the hung that of updly passing through ; cp. Ps. ciii. 16,
v+« In view of what is said i the nest tx, that they fought *all that day’, it van
ug'hamnmhnlt that mgmm&mdto.mmu;mmm! proper.
5

it cuaer 10 the right or the left ', i.e. the land was precipitous



I MACCABEES b. 51-68

At n?ht ; and *the city" was delivered into his* hands; and he® destroyed all the males” with the edge
of the sword, and msed® the city, and took® the spoils thereof" and passcd® through the city over
5t them that were slain.  And they” went over Jordan into the great plain over mm&d:shu.
3 “And Judas gathered together those that lagged behind, and encouraged the people all the way
54 throngh until® he came into the land of Judiah. And they went up to mount Sion with gladness
and joy, and uffcr'ml whole burnt offerings, because not so much as one of them was slain “until they
returned in peace’.
s Andin th‘:dn)‘ﬁ when Judis and Jonathan® were in the land? of Gilead, and Simon 'his brother!
56 in Galilee ¥before 'tolemais®, Juseph! the son of Zacharias, and Azarias, leaders™ of the armies® (in
57 Judaen), heard of their exploits and of the war —“what things they had done?®; and they said: *Let
us? also make w name for vusclves, and “let us got fight® against the Gentiles that are round about
a8 ust A they gave Charge umo the (men) of the host® that was with them®, and went toward
vo Jamnin,  And Gorgias and his men came ot of the city “to meet them® in battle.  And Joseph and
Avarias were put to flight, *and were pursued* unto the borders of Judaea® : and there fell on that
61 day *of the people® of Tsrael about 1wo thousand men.  And there was a great overthrow Yamong
01 the people?, bovise they hearkened not unto Judas *and his brethren, thinking to do some exploit®?.
03 But they were hot of the seed of those men, by whose hand deliverance was given unto Israel, "RBut
“the man® Judas and his brethren were glorified exceedingly in the sight of all Israel, and of all* the
6y Gentiles. wheresoever® their name was heard of*; "and¥ (men) gathered unto them, acclaiming
(rhemitr
oy And Judasiand his biothren went forth. and fought against the children of Esau in the land toward
the sonth ; and he smote Hebron and the villages! thereol®, and pulled down the strongholds! thereof™,
6 and burned the towers thercof round about, " And he® removed® to go into the land of the Philis-
07 tines' and hewent through Marisa'.  In that day (certain) priests fell in battle, desiring® themselves®
68 ta do exploits, in that they' went out to the war unadvisedly. And Judas turned aside to Azotus, to
the land of the Philistines, and pulled® down their altars, and burned the carved images of their gods™,
and took the spoil of their citics, and returned into *the land of* Judah.

) (| w their V.55 *they 5543 ¥ 4 thereof Luc 55 = they rased 19 Sie *they took 19 S
Faf the city A L “’:E missed 1g Slue e B L =3 mM>m # -+ his er 10 g3 She
k> A Fien i v f ! Josephus Luc = fir. ralers Sarmy BV -9 which Judas had
waged (/44 done) Luc > v P 4 we 55 V> 70 ">V et us fight 71 LIA>h 7 > =2 and
they stood before him V =v> 8 Wldumaea 19 (did serongly spelt) She gk Y ¥>71 in Israel
" anjong them o3 1 oy * o him (g0 A 5 they also Luc L T o> %
Tand wheresoever 38 LI 2 ¢ W 28 waling one senfenie vith the forcpoing b6y him g \ife.
daughters L Vsing. A L T 10 And Judas removed from thence Luc @ they 3‘1 L778
Strangers SU* Samara 6 £ B (see note below) Friading Bovhevopcr with 8 * peading ovom soith 55
Yroadeng wermve sintll TR, W Aeis and the folfecing serks in the plur. SMe % 4y fire ® TR, L |

50. the city was delivered. For the expression op, Gen. xiv, 203 Dent. ik, 33 Judges xi. 21 5 the idea was that
the Lord of hosis (i.e. of the Isruelite hosts) hrought u':i; about  cp. = Macc. xii. 36.

52, the great plain. i.e the plain of Esdraclon, between the Jordan and mount Gilboa; Kautsch suggests that
it was called the * great” plain because it was here much broader than the continuation of it east of Jordan,

_ Bethshan. Feth-Shean; calied Scythopalis in Judges 1. 27 (Sept.) ; 2 Mace. xii. 29 Josephus, Aavig. X1L viii. 5,
NIIL wi. b5 £042, fad. 11 3x, 72 one of the cities of the Decapolis, the only one of the ten lying on the west pf
lordan; the modern Medsen. o

56. Joseph . . . and Azarins., Cp. 1. 15

58, Jamnia.  See note oniv, 15, )

5y Gorgins.  Cp. il 385 2 Mace. vili, g, * o captain and one thit had experience in matters of war.*

_ b1, because they hearkened not . . . Le to the command given (o them by Judas in 2. 19, Josephus [ Ausiy.
NIL siil. 6) says concerning this: * For besides the rest of Judas' sagacious counsels, one may well wonder at this
concerning the misfortune that befel the forces commanded by Joseph nnd Azarias, which he understood would
happen, if they Liroke any of the injunctions he had given them.’

62. But they were not of the seed , . . i.e.not Hasmonneans; the writer apparently resents the idea that any
rot belonging to the Hasmunaeans should take part in the national deliverance ; cp. note on iii, 28,

63. the man Judas. Cp Exod. xi. 3, xxxii. 1; Num. ii. 3.

65. Hebron. ~ The anciens Kirjath-Arbn qﬁludges i. 10).

the villages thereof.  Cp, note on v 8.
the strongholds, Cod. A reads * stronghold ', i.¢. the eitade),

66, Marisa. Lo Masesbiah in the plain of Juiaen,  The reading of all authorities, excepting B and Joscphus,
Antig. X1 oiie, G0, vee, “Samiriin” cannot be right, for to g0 from 1lebron to Malistia via Samaria without ::? special
reasans 15 unthinkable ; no wsisms are given, but thoy certainly would have been given by the intelligent careful
author of this book if this enormous @our had been undertaken, .

67, In that day . . . This episie is not mentioned by Josephus: but in 2 Mace, sii. 38 40, where, however, no
mention ul prests is e, those men are sl e bave fallen becaise under their garinents were found * consecrated
tokens of the idoly of Jamnia ', ;

68, Azotus. Sce note o iv. 15,

pulled down their altars . | . Cp.x 8g
86




I MACCABEES 6, 1-15

! VL. 117, Death of Antivchus Epiphancs, and accession of his son, Antiockns Eupator.
 And king Antiochus was journeying through the upper countiies ; and he heard that Elymais® in
’FE a city “renowned for riches, for silver gold®, and that the wemple which?;la in it

wis) edingly, and that theroin (were) golden shiclds, and bresstplates, and arms, which
Alexander, son of Philip®, the Macedonian® king, who reigned first among ‘the Greeks?, had left
3 bebind there. So he came and sought to take the city, and to pillage it®; but he was not able (to
4 do s0) because the thing had become known to them of the city,  And they rose up" against him to
battle': and he fled, and removed® thence with great heaviness, to retum to Babylon.
And 'there came one bringing him tidings! into Persia® that “the armies, which went against
6 °the land of® Judah® had been put to flight ; and that Lysias had gone (orth at the head of a strong
army, and had been put to shame before them ; Pand that they ha.d waxed strong by reason of
arms "and power, and with store of spoils®, which they took from the farmies that they had cut off™**;
7 and that they had pulled down *the abomination which he had built® upon the altar that was in
Jerusalem': and that they had compassed about the sanctuary® with high walls, *as (had been the
y case) formerly™, and Bethsuea, *his city®.  And it came to pass, when the king heared these words,
he was struck with amazement and greatly moved ; and he laid him down upon (his) bed, and fell
o sick for grief, beeause it hiad not befallen him as he had looked for.  And he was there many days,
10 because great” grief was renewed upon him ; and he® reckoned that he was about to die;  And he
called for-all his Friends, and saidl unto them : * Sleep departeth from mine ey and (my)* heart
i1 faileth "for care®” “And I said in (my) heart®. Unto what tribulation am I come, and how great
12 a floed is it wherein | now am ! For I was gracious and beloved in my power.  But pow I remem-
ber the evils which I did at Jerusalem, and that T took all! the vessels “of silver and gold that were
13 therein, and sent forth (armics) w destroy the! inhabitants” of Judah without & cause. 1 perceive
that on this account these evils are come upon me, and, behold, T perish “through great griel® in
14 a strange land.”  And he" called for Philip, fone of his Friends*!, and set him owver all his kingdom,
15 and gave him (his) diadem, and his robe, and (his) signet-ring, "o the end that he should educate!

VS epdupos 8V Gee ihogans 531 eAwaes A Whad 8 ¢ Egloriviis. and full of riclies, |vmiﬂ$ ild
and silver B 45 5y o> 71 f Tthem 8 €8> S8 Bywithstood ¢ Y>3 L3 1 tg'ﬂ'!:
came (men) bringing tidings to him $lve = 4 1o Antinchus 19 9;}‘“ nithe encampments in the land of Judah
B TSN P> vASA =T the encampments * smitten Luc ! tthe execrable thing, the
monstrous thing which they had built in Jerusalem &' Shad been built 1993 2% 571 the altar and the
sanctuary SK et = x> R their city 19 g3 Siec > Siue = Antiochus 64 43 19 95 Slus
Brhos Y eo> 4y ¢>f5 71 Sloe i | tali the 55 [R5 1 b Antiochus 64 93 “This
friend ®* Eservants V 1o bring them to Luec &

VI. 1. Elymais. See cnivcal note.  Most commentators take Elymais us the name of a provinee (Elam of the
O.T. lying between Media and the Persian Gulf), and retain the v, because acity of this name is unknown ; but the
p'r:fm.itipn does not befong to the original text, and the whole contest necessitates our Egmmf Elymais as a city,
and not as a province, ‘]‘ourrhua (Antig. XI1. ix. 1) speaks of “a very rich city in Persia, called Elymais’, and says
that Antiochus ‘went in haste to Elymais, and assaulted jt, and besieged (0, Elymais is mentioned in Tobit ii. 10,
where, however, it is thought of as a province ; but it is possible, and even probable, that the text in this passage is
based on a misonderstanding of an original Semitic form (see Dillon in the Comfermpornry Reviee, Murch, 1808,
referred to in £ 4 col, 1284).  See nest note,

2. the temple which was init. Cp. 2 Mace, i. 12-17, where this episode is clearly referred to; here this temple
is spoken of as that of Nanaea, one of the primeval Babylonian deities, = Innanaea, called in later imes Nana, and
identified with Ishtar ; she is spoken of as the *goddess of the world *, and also as the ' goddess of war” (see further
Jastrow, Die Religion Kabyloniens wnd Assyriens, i. 3610.).  The chief centre of the coit of this goddess was the city
of Erech, and continued 3o to the very end of the Assynun Empire, There is, therefore, the possibility that in the
name Elymais there lurks a comuption of some form of the name of liréch in the onginal Hebirew rext.

had left behind there. i.e. as votive offenings. n X

5. the armies . . . had been put to flight. i.e. those of Seron (ifi. 23), Nicanor (iv. 14), and Gorgias (iv, 23).

7. the nbomination . . . Cp. L 54

10, Sleep . . . Cp. Gen xxxi. 4o (Sept.). With this and the following @z, cp. 2 Macc. ix. 12-17: in Josephus
(Antig. X11. ix. 1) this speech (s merely summarized. _

1%..31-“ evils are come upon me. Accurding to ["olybius (xxsi. 11, who is, however, only repeating 4 tradition
(dos i), *these evils ™ canstituted a spocies of madness, for he died Swporperas o &a v yeriofa rodie dmay-
pnarias Toi Buwesien gt The o T mpeegmpdcre Tgue magamj The authar of & Mminmi&nmly;cmﬁngm
tradition bused on fact, t he assigns the cause of Antiochus’ disorder to his de atinn the temple at
Jerusalem, while Polybius traces it to strange ap tions secn diiring lis _alhl:ﬁ. to rab the temple in Wlymais.
Cp. the argument in Josephus (Anfig. XIL ix. 1) who certainly does nof take the for the deed !

in a strange land. This is 2 natural addition by a Jew who wishes to répresent things as bad as possible for
the arch-enemy of his race, cp. for the conception Amas vii, 17. Antiochus the Great mhﬁd while plundering the
temple at

14. Philip. Cp. 2 Macc, v, 22, vi. 11, viii; 8, ix. 39, see also 1 Macc, i 6.

15 ring. Cp. Gen. xli. 42; Esther iii. 10, viii. 2, o -

! he should educate . . . Thhdulrhadhm;aﬂﬂﬂ#&llnb)us(h.mi-;_thwinrl]achnngeu
7




I MACCABEES 6. 16-35

16 Antiochus his son, "and bring him up to be king®. And king* Antiochus died there “in the

17 hundred and furty-ninth year”. And when Lysias knew that the king was dead, he set
Antiochus his (e, the king's) son to reign”, whom he had nourished up while yet young, and
called his name Eupator,

V1. 1854 The .c.fmgik betseren Fudas and the forces under Lysias and Enpator
for the possession of Ferusalem and Bethsura.

18 And they that were in the citade! kept enclosing Israel round about the sanctuary, and continually
19 sought their hurt, tand (acted as) a support to the Gentiless.  And Judas® purposed to destroy
20 them, and called all* the people together 10 besiege them.  *And they were gathered together, and
besieged them® in “the vne hundred and fifticth year®; and he constructed sicge-towers™ against
o1 them, and engines (of war).  And there came forth some *of them® that were shut up, and unto
22 them were joined cortain ungodly men of Iwacl’.  And they went unto the king and said: ‘How
23 long wilt thou ot exvente judgement, and (when wilt thouj avenge our brethren?  We were willing
24 toaerve thy father, and to walk after his words, *and to follow his commandments®, " For this cause*
the children of vur people "besicged it (ie. the citadel)", and were alienated from us, and' ¥as
ax many of us as they could light ont they killed", fand they spoiled® our inheritances!. And not
24 against us only did they stretch out their hand, but also against all their! borderlands.  And, behold,
they are encamperl this day against the citadel in Jerusalem with the object of capturing it, and
27 they hive furtified the sanctuary™ and Bethsura.  And if thou art not® beforchand with them quickly
they will do greater things than these, and thou wilt not® be able to control them.'
a5 Ad the King wies angey when he heard (this) ; and® he gathered together all his Friends, (who
sy were) the lenders of bis host and them that were over the horset.  And there cune unto him® from
1o other kingdoms?, and from 'the isles of the seq!, bands of mercenaries.  And the number of his forces
© s i hundied thowsand fuotmen, and twenty thousand horsemon, and thirty-twoe clephants trained
a1 for war, Ao they went through Tdumaca, and encamped against Bethsura, and fought against (it)
" many days and made engines (of war) : but “they (that were besieged)® came out ix;:tgl burned them
aawith fires and fought manfully: And Judas removed from the citadel, and encamped at Beth-
4 enchitrias, over against the king's camyp.  And the king rose early in the morning, and removed the
army nits eagerness “along the road to Beth-zacharias®; and his forces prepared themsclves™ for
a4 the battle, and sounded with trumpets, And they showed the elephants the blood of grapes and
35 mulberries, that they meght prepare them for the battle.  And they divided the beasts among the
phalanxes®, and they set by each elephant a thousand men armed with coats of mail, and helmets

728
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not given ; op, Josephus (Awfig. X1L ix. 2], who adds: * liut it was Lysias that declared his death to the multitude,
and appointed his son Antiochus to be king, of whom at present he had the care, and cailed him Eupator.' The
appointinent of Philip was fmught with evil consequences, see vr. §5-63.

16 one hundred and forty-ninth year, 163 n.C.

17, while yet young. Appinn [Sye civi) says he was @ dwaerds madlon,

and he called his name. A very frequent O.T. phrase Y2ETRR R3pM.
Eupator. Appian 1) says: wposifinrar Swpn Fimirwp ol $ipo 3 e vod warpis dperge

15, kept enclosing . . . This is explained by Josephus (Anfig, XIL ix. 3): ‘For the soldiers that were in that
yarrison rushed out suddenly, and destroyed sueh as were going up to the temple in order 1o offer their sacrifices ; for
this citadel adjomed (o, and overlooked the temple.!

20, the one bundred and fiftieth year. 162 8.C.

21, ungodly men of Israel. Cp. i, 11,

26. they have fortified . . . Cp.iv. 60, 61,

30 a hundred thoosand footmen ... These numbers, which are also given by Josephus, are pro
exaggernted - in 2 Macc, il &, the nwmber of horseren given 15 stll larger, but the other forces are smaller, ¢
there are added, * three hundred chariots armed with scythes. )

33 Beth-zacharias. A plice hesween Jerusalem and Bethwur, an hour's walk to the south of Bethlehem ; the
present Beth-zacharieh,

i4. they showed the elephants . . . Grimm refers 10 Aclian, M Animad. xiii. 8 in lnfpwl of the fact that
spirituous lnpmors were given to elophants in order to excite them, In the present case the liguar was only shown
to them, for bl they drosk of it ey would have got out of control.  Josephus omits all reference to &h in
3 Mace. v. 12 there i an account of the intention to give unmixed wme o clephants, and, when thoroughly maddened,
to drive them into an eaclozure full of Jews, in order that Itilh latter might be trampled upon.

t



I MACCABEES 6. 36-36

brass Yan their heads! : and for each beast were appointed five hundred chosen horsemen.  These
had previously been (with the beasts) *wherever a beast was®; *and whithersoever it went, "they
went together with (it)": they did not leave it*. And towers of wood (were) upon them, strong

(and) covered, (one) upon each beast, girt fast “'upon them with? (special) contrivances”, and u
residue
30 striking !
49 shields of gold *and brass¥, the mountains shone therewith, and blazed like torches 'of fire.  And
a part! of the king's™ army 'was spread’ upon the * mountaias, and some on the “low ground®,
41 and they went on 'safely” and in order”,  And all that' heard the noise of their multitude, "and of
the marching of the muf;itudc, and the rattling of the arms®, did quake ; fur the army was exceoding*
42 "great and® strong.  And Judas and his army diew near for battle, and there fell of the king's army
six hundred men.
43 And Elvazar Avaran saw one of the beasts armed with royal breastplates, and he was higher than
44 all the (ather) beasts, <o that it appeared as though the King were upon it and he gave himsell w
43 deliver his people and to acquire an everlasting name ; and he pan upon it courageously into the
middst of the phalanx *, and slew on the fight hand and on the left and they parted asunder ™ from
| 46 him™ on this side and on that ; and he crept under the elephant, *and?® thrust him from beneath®,
47 and slew it ; and Qv fell 1o the carth upon him, and he died there.  And when they? saw the strength
of the royal® (army). and the fierce onslaught® of the hosts, they® turned away from them.
43 "RBut they! of the king's anuy went up to Jerusalem to meet them, and the King encamped towird
49 Judaea, and toward mount Sion.  And he mude peace” with them of Bethsura @ fior! they* came out
of the city, because they had no food there® to be shut up therein (any longer), 'because jt was
5o a sabbath to the land’.  And the king took Bethsura, and appointed® a garrison there o heep it
a1 And he encamped against the sanctuary many days, and set there sivge-towers’, and engines (of war),
52 and instruments for casting fire *and stones™, and picces 10 cast dirts and sling~.  And they (whe
fawere besieged) also made engines against their engines, and fought for many " days.  But there were
no victuals in the store-chambers? "becanse it was the sevemib year”, and they that had fled for
74 salety "o Judaea' from the Gentiles had eaten up the residue of the store: and there were (but)
a foew men left in the sanctuary, because the famine prevailed against them, and they were =cattered,
cach man to his own place.

pon

thirty-‘twot men*, fighting ‘from them', *and (cach beast had) its Indian®. *And the
he on this side and that side. on either wing of the army, '(thus)

(into the enemy, while) covering the phalanxes™. Now when the sun shone upon the

VL. 55-63. An abortive trealy of peace.

65 And Lysias heard that Philip, whom Antiochus the king'—while he was yet alive—appointed 1o
56 nourish up his son Antiochus® that he might be king, had retuned from Persia fand Medin®, s
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Yurrets to fight (from) § =Y o L3 Y STR.V sanctuary RA Sc. Pr>7g 49> Slie
t > Elee " Elwe LIRS 71

37. thirty-two. This is, of course, an wipossible number: G, fullawing Michaelis, suggests w0 the orgindl
the reading pap 272 ( two (o7 three *) which, threwgh a copyist’s error, beeame g7280 2o ( thirgy-two "0 Fair
weather and IShick offer the mgenious suggestion that * pessably the erginal text may have ped DT (* picked
warriors ), the term used in Exod. xiv. 7, xv. 4 of the picked men'in 'haraok’s churiots, which the translator mistook
for D‘V&F (** thirty “)' § some Coreek M S5, read ' thirty  aned 8V rend ©thiny men of stength ', The wsuad aumber of
warriors on an elephant was three or four.

its n. This name came to be applied to the driver whether an Indian or not.

39. the shields of gold . . . This is merely a rhetorical picture.

43. Eleazar Avaran. Cp. i, 3. :

.45, they parted asunder from him. | e. they could not withstand his onslaught.

47. they turned away from them. An instunce of the g I trust hi of the writer, who does net concenl
‘the fact of defeat: that he does not enlarge upon it is very excusable: cp. Josephus, Jedl Jond. 1. 5. In 2 Mace.
-xiii, 22, 23 the jewi:h defeat is represented as a victory.

46, it was a sabbath to the land. i.e. a Subbatical yw.e&ltxdd.uiﬁ..lq $17 Low. iy, 2493 opusn 53

'51. pieces, [z 'little scorpions,’ so called hecause part of the * piece *, or instrument, the uplifted tail al
& scorp The Hebrew word 0'27PY occurs in 1 Kings xii. 11, 14; 2 Chron. x. 11, 14.
53 that had fled for safety . . . ie. those from Gilead and Galilee, see v. 23, 45.
'55. Philip. Cp.v.14. 8
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1 MACCABEES 6, 56—7. 7

with him the forces that went with® the king. and that he was secking to take unto him the gmra—
s ment”.  And he” made haste, and gave consent to depart ; and he* said "to the king and” to the
" Jeaders of the host and to the® men: **We languish daily®, and our food is scant, and the phmwhch
& we are besieging is strung", and the affairs of the kingdom lic upon us ; now therefore let us give the
;:,, right hand to these men, and make peace “with them®, ¢and with all their nation?; and let us settle
with them that they (be permitted) to walk after their own laws, as aforctime ; for because of their
o laws which we abolished were they angered, and did all these things' And the saying pleased the
61 king and the leaders, and he sent unto them to make peace” ; and they' accepted thereof. And the

king fand the leaders® sare unte them in accordance with these (conditions) : (thmﬁ"} they*
e came [orth from the stronghold, and the king entered into mount Sion. But (when) he saw the

strength of the place, he set at nought the oath 'which he had sworn, and gave commandment' Lo
6y pull down® the wall round about:  And he! removed in haste, and returned unto Antioch and found

hilip master of the city; and he fought against him, and took the city ®by force™.

VI 1 20, Dewciring becomes king of Syria; Bacclides and Alchimus sent against the Fews.

71 Inthe one hundred ang iifty-first® year Demetrius the son of Scleucus came forth from Rome, and
= went up with . fuw men Funto a city® by the sea®, and reigned there.  And ¢it came to pass®, when
he hited formed the purpose of entering into the house of the kingdom of his fathers, that the soldiery*

5 laidd hands on Antiochus and Lysias, to bring them unto him.  *And when the thing was made known
4 to him?¥, he' said: * Show me not their faces.” And the soldiery slew them. And Demetrius sat
supon the throne of his kingdom. And there came unto him all the lawless and ungodly men of
6 Legaed o oamed Nleimos® led them. desiving to be (high)! priest.  And they accused the people unto the
Ling, =aying: “ Judas and his brethren have destroyed all thy Friends, and have scattered us from
sour* land'.  Now therefore send a man whom thou trustest, and let him go and see ®all the havock
which e hath made of uxand of the king's country ™. and "let him punish® them and all that" helped
> Ags W ¥ regni negotin L2 the affuirs of the kingdom Slus W they A = Lysias Luc >

® 4 great fiy ‘H“he :\'il is adl up here S99 bz frm and a!mnﬁly fortified SWe  eo5 g ddnag 0 Lyith

them Luc FE>TY hhe A 1> and they (he 64 71) pulled down A Luc Tthey A
il 25— &

V11 hfticth 38 " Vto abide in a city B! 'ch'l‘?’. glue  d-ds a1 #the captains of the forces £ 0 fand
when they had been brought, Demetrius W' &> B 4 their leader N s Etheir 3% ! ¢ and from
oir peaple 55 m i hese shings 71 u g NAY &c he hath punished Othose that 71

55 to walk after their laws. To achieve this was the one object, originally at any rate, of the Maccabaean
strugple.

6 }&retumcd unto Antioch. See the further details given by Josephins (Aatig. XIL ix. 7); ep.also2 Macc, xiii, 4~7.

Vil 1. the one hundred and fifty-first year. 162-161 B.C. _

Demetrius the son of Seleucus. The first of the name, called also Soter, on account of his having delivered
the Babylonians from the satrap Heraclides: he reigned 162-150 B.C.  His father was Seleucus 1V, surnamed
Philapator,

cllme forth from Rome. i.c. he escaped from Rome, mainly through the help of Polybius the historian, where
hie was as o boy sent as a hostage in place of Antiochus Epiphanes, his uncle. He escaped to Tripolis, the * city by
the sea' (cp. 2 Mace. xiv. 13 Josephus, Antig: X11. x. 1),

a few men.  According (o olybius, five men and three boys; in 2 Mace, xiv. 1 he is said to have arrived in
Tripolis ' with a mighty host imd a Heet .

and reigned there. Ruther, proclaimed himsell king there, cp. x. 1, xi. 54; Josephus (Ansip, X1L x 1) says:
*and set the diadoni on his own head.! Polybius (xxxi. 200 4f.) says that while Demetrius was yet in Rome his
guardian Diodorus hrought him the news from Syrin that distrust had arisen between Lysias and the Syrians, in
consequence of which there was much turmoil in the Jund of his fathers. It was owing to the advice of Diodorus, wha
assured D that e would be welcomed in Syria, that he determined to escape.  The event proved that he was well
ndwisied,

2. the house of the kingdom. 1 e. Antioch, the royal city, cfu. Dan. iv. (27) ag.

the soldiery. The Syriac rendering is probably more strictly correct, * the captains of the forces.'

3. And when the thing was made known to him.  See critical note,

Show me not their faces. A hint that they should be put away; Josephus says they were * immediately put to
death by the command of Demetrius ',

4. the throne of his kingdom. Ile was the rightful heir.

5. the lnwless and ungodly men. i, e, those who did not obey the Law (Torah), the Hellenizing element.

Alcimus.  Aecordig 10 Josephus lieepor, & graccieed form of %9 abbreviated from a’p:?g (= Eliakim}, cp.
= Kings xviil. 18, &c,, another form of the name is Jehoinkim,

. desiring to be (high-; priest. Acoriling to 2 Macc xiv, 7 he had already been high-priest, but had ‘laid
asiele " his “ancestral glory,” nieaning the ligh-pnesthood.  Josephus (A'm'-g-. XIL % 1) speaks of him as * high-priest’,
aml mikes no mention of his now desiring to be so; and, again, in XX, %. 1 he says: * Antiochus (E iad
Lysias, the goneral of his army, deprived Onigs, who wis also called Menelaus, of the high-priesthood, m hin
ut Deraea, and put Jacinms into the place of the high-pricst, one that was indeod of the stock of Aaron, but not of this
house * (i.e. of Unins). The words before us are, therefore, not strictly correct, and must be understood in the sense
of desiring to be confirmed in the office by the new king, cp. = 0.
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I MACCABEES 7. 8-25

And the l:ig chose Baechides, (one) of the king's friends®, who was ruler in the country
beyond the river, "und was a great man in the kingdom, and faithful to the king.  And he sent him*,
§ y Alcimus, and made® sure to him the (high-) priesthood®: and he commanded him

to take vengeance upon the children of Israel,

1o And they' removed, *and came* with a great host into *the land of Judah**; and he® sent
11 messengoers to Judas and his brethren with words of peace, deecitfully.  But they gave no heed to
12 their words; for they saw that they were come® with a great hodt.  And there was gathered together
13 unto Alcimus and Bacchides a company of seribes, to seck for justice.  And the Chassidim were the
14 first among *the children of* Tsracl that sought peace of them ; for they sail : * One that is a priest
15 0f the sced of Aaron is come ¥with the forces, and he® will do us no wrong".  And he spike with
them words of peace, and sware unto them, saying : * We will svek the hurt neither of you nor of your
16 friends.”  And they believed him ; and he laid hands on threescore men of them, and slew them n
one day, according to the *words which (the psalmist)® wrote!;
17 The flesh of thy saints and their blood
They poured out around Jerusalem |
And there was no man to bury them.
1§ And the fear "and the dread” of them fell upon all the people, for they said @ * There is neither truth
19 nor judeement in them: for they bave broken® the covenant and the vath which they sware, And
hides removed from Jerusalem, and encamped in Bezeth ) and he sem" and took many’ of the
deserters that were with* him, and ecrtain of the people, and slew them, (aml cast them) into the
v ﬁ':cat pit. And he delivered the land to Alcimus, and left with him a foree to aid him, and
chides went away unto the king.

VI 21-j50. Fudas takes vengeance on the deserters; lis victories over Nicaor.

ar. 2z And Alcimus strove for thie high-pricsthood!.  And there were gathered uoto B all they thit
troubled their people, and they got the mastery of the land of Judab, aned did™ great hurt in Tl

23 And Judas saw all the mischief that Alcimus and his compiny had wrought imong the children of

x4 Israel, worse than (that of) the Gentiles ; and he went out into all the coasts of Judaear rommud about,
and touk vengeance on “the men® that had deserted from him*, and they were resteained Trom giing

25 forth into thet country.  But when Alcimus saw’ that Judas and his company wased steong, and

Pthe king's Friead V TI> 71 rthey made AV *high pricsthood V. *he A ® 2> 21 ¥ ¥Judaea ¥V
iudah 6493 "> Zthey 3™ 7> Luc  * +against them Luc S s &85 38 b krgus B! rthey Siue
“dword which the prophet spoke £ word of Asaph the prophet is i b ethe prophet X8 Luc £ Asaph the
Lnophcl 55 UT> 3o U & Lthe judgement and 19 93 S've > o > Bhur kfrom Lue Upriest-
ool tl&s =03 o he dig Slue o dand A o 0 the children of the deserters 1L » +und (on those) A
Atheir *heard 17

&, Bacchides, CR' Josephus (Antig. X1, x. 2), who speaks of him as “a friend of Antiochus Epiphanes, a good
man (a reading which Grimm disputes), and one that had been entrusted with all Mesopotamio.'
the river. i.c. the Euphrates, cp. Isa, viih 71 Zech, ix. 10,

3. the Chassidim. See note on il 42 .

14. one that is a priest. @fpwros iegpeis, b Hebraism 12 B8, cp. Lev. sxi. 6.

16. which (the psalmist) wrote. [n difitrent MSS. the subject (*the psalmist’) varies: “the prophet”, * David ',
¢ Asaph’ oceur.

17. The flesh . . . A shortened form of Ps. Ixxix. 2, 3.

thy saints. 7700, ie. Chassidim, cp. v 13: this word was most probably the renson for which the writer
quoted the passage, for the circumstances of the Psalm are not analogous to the occurrence here described.

18. the fear and the dread of them. Cp. Isa, viil. 13,

neither truth nor judgement. Cp. Ps, cxi. 7. .

they have broken the covenant. mapidpaar tiy ordme, (7 ' they have transgressed the statute " in the O.T.
the usual phrase s TM3TNR 733 (Joshua vil, 11, &, but 5192, covenant | is ot infrequently = w PR (PR, © stutue”
(e.g. Isa. xxv. 55 Ps. L 16}

the oath which they sware. See 7, 15,

19. Bezeth. Josephus (Aasig. NIL x. 2, 8i. 1), “the village ealled Bethzetha® (= Byf{aidis * the house of the olive
cpe Judith v, 2), Hebr, PR35 in Ao, fud, ViV, 3 Josephus speaks of Hesethi as the new quarter of Jerusaleny (o
mohir), Probably the place is ta be identified with this, !

the deserters that were with him.  i.¢. that had been with him ( Bacchidesr.  Judas did hkewise, see i 24
the great pit. gpeap, /2. ' well ' or " cistern” (= N2} ; the use of the definite article shows it was well known.

21. strove for . . . Cp. notz on . §; the meaning is that he strove to retain the office he already possessed, cn.
Josephus (Antig. X11. x. 3). s

24. into all the coasts. i e, the whole border of, q:.dludges axic 19 2R b1y boa.

they were restrained . ., e they were in their fenced cities,

25. But when Alcimus . . . In2 Macc. xiv. 36 the return of Alcimus is stated to be the understanding thint et

“been arrived at between Judas and Nicanor ; the account in Josephus (Antiy. XIL £ 3, 4) does not agree with this.
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I MACCABEES 7. 25-45

knew that he was not® able to withstand them', he returned to the king®, and brought evil accusations
against them™.
2t And the king* sem Nicanor, *one of his honourable princes. a man that hated Tsrael and was their
a7 cnemy®, and commanded him to destroy the people.  And Nicanor came to Jerusalem with a great
2% host ; and he sent unto Judas and his brethren deceitfully” with words of saying : ‘ Let there
be no battle between me and you®; I* will come with a few men, that I may see "your faces" in
ay peace”  Anmd he? "came to Judas?, and thev saluted one another peaceably”.  But the enemies were
a0 teady to take away Judas by violence.  And the thing beeame known to Judas, (namely) that he
g1 came unto him with deceit; and he was sore afraid of him, and would see his face no more.  And
(when Nicanor knew that his purpese was discovered, he went out to meet Judas "in battle! beside
42 Capharsaloma ; wnd there fell of those (that werej with Nicanor about five hundred® men, and they
fied ‘into the city of David®.
a1 Amd Cafter these things' Nicanor went up to mount Sion: and there came some of the priests out
of the sunctuary, il some of the elders of the people, t salute him peaceably, and to show him the
14 whale burnt sacrifice that was heing offered for the king: but he mocked them, and laughed at them,
aa ] polluted them, and spake haoghtily, and sware in a rage, saying : * Unless Judas and his army
be now delivenad Inte my hands, it shall be thay, if [ come again in safety, I will burn up this house.'
av A he wene forth with grea® wiath. And the priests entered in, and stood before the altar and
a7 the temple!, and wept and said : * Thou™ didst choose this house to be called by thy name, to be a
8 Dwomse of prayer “and supplication® for thy people: take vengeance on this man and his army, and
let them "fall by the sword®; remember their blasphemies, and suffer them not to live any longer.”
so v Nisnor went foeth from Jerusalem, and encamped in Bethhoron, and there met him the host
goof Syria,  And Judas encamped in Adasa with three thousand men; and Judas prayed, and said:
g0 - When they that came from the king blasphemed. thine angel went out and smote among them one
42 hundred and cighty-five thousand.  Fven so crush? this army before us to-day ; and let all the rest
know that he hath spoken wickedly against thy sanctuary ; and judge him" according to his wicked-
4iness!  And the armies joined battle Ton the thirteenth (day) of the month Adar®; and Nicanor's
44 army was discomfited, *and he himself was the first to fall in the battle®. Now when his army saw
45 that Njcanor was fallen, they cast away their arms, and fled. And they*® pursued after them a day's
journey from Adasa until thou comest to Gazara, and they sounded an alarm after them “with the

> A him 3¢ 4o thiem L “him g3 " + Demetrins 64 93 =% that was Israel's enemy 71
7> SF _ thee S tand | 19.g3 W Wh{hyface S8 ©they S -1 Jydas came to him 28§ *> 71

1> A Lue ¥ thousand A V'  judah 71 LRS- | k> A Ithe steps of the altar (xordrrpopa, €p,
Joel s, az) 8% 4 and called upon G is w40 Lord 5571 1Y LS T L) # 9 all fall by the mouth of
the sword 55 Fhe crushed A 4them Luc 55 L Sk (e =] ! 4 that were with Judas 64 53
LS ba)

2fi. Nicanor. Cp. jii. 38; Josephus (/. ¢.) speaks of Nicanor as ‘the most kind and most faithful of all his
{Demetrius’) friends; for he it was who fled away with him from the city of Rome'; Polybius (xxxi. 22. 4) also
spenks of him as one of Demetrius’ intimate friends in Rome.
28, that I may see your faces in peace. i that | may have friendly intercourse with you; it is a Hebraism
{Ersz MXT); but it is also used of simply appearing before someone, e g, Exod. x. 28, and cp. . 30.
31, he went out to meet Judas in battle. A Hebrew phrase, cp, Num, sy, 15 JARIPS RYR 337, * lest with
the sword [ go forth 1o meet (hee.”
arsalama, Called ‘o village® by Josephus; possibly to be identified with the modern Salame, a village
distant from Jaffa about an hour's walk (Kautzsch),
32. and there fell , . . According to Josephus, Nicanor “beat Judas, and forced him to R? to that citadel which
was in Jerusalem'; an obvious ervor since the citade! (‘ Akra’) was in the hands of the enemy |
35 there came . . . out of the sanctuary. ic. the outer court; they came from the inner court into which
Nicanor, as 4 Gentile, was not permitted to enter,
offered for the kin{, Cp, Jer. sxix ; Ezra vi. 103 Josephus, Bell. fud, 11, xvii, 2.
34 polluted them. Most probably by spitting on them; this was, according to the Rabbis, one way whereby
Levitical purity was lost (cp. Krauss, Zalut, Arch. i, pp. 251, 704).
35 unless. v = N OX; the threat is conditional on his winning the victory.
37- to be called by thy name ., . . Cp, with this verse 1 Kings viil. 38, 43.
39- Bethhoro;‘ / e nm.:i; on iii.‘m. A
40. Adasa.  An hour and & hall sorth-eust of Bethhoron ; Josephus [ Autiy. X11. x. 5) speaks of it as * 1 village
which was thirty furlongs distant from Bethhoron! : ! - ’ ;
41. when they that came from the king , . . The ref is to S herib, see 3 Kings xviii. 23 ff,
;m.:dt:?dr‘!eldm': . .me. -1 l%llng; :'sx.. 354 ::tcuuu to the same evenl is made in Ecclus, x\;a 31,
43 | = wolfth mon: the Jewish veclesiastical year, corresponding rou to March ; in leap-years
there is what is called Adur Shend (the * Second Adar”), which,i:.!ﬁeu the thirteenth u‘l%lﬂi. !
45. n day's journey. From Adasa to Gazara is about fifteen miles.
Gazara. See note on iv. 15,
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I MACCABEES 7. 46—8. 5

n trumpets®.  And they came forth out of all the villages of Judaea round about, *and closed

*: and these turned back on those (behind), and they all fell by the sword, and there was
of them left. And they tovk the spoils and the booty, and they smote off Nicanor's head,
; hand, which he stretched out so haughtily, and ht them™, and hanged them up’
: _ lem. And the peo wemhglﬁlud.'andmwtd:yunxhyufguu
40 . And they ordained that this day should be observed year by year (on) the thirteenth
5o (day) of Adar. *the land of** Judah had rest "a little while®.

VIIL 1-32. Fudas concludes a treaty with the Romans, after having
heard of their power and rule.

8, And Judas heard of the fame of the Romans, that they were valiant men, and that they were
~ friendly disposed towards all who attached themselves to them, and that they offered friem!;?iip* t
2 48 many as came unto them, "and that they were valiant men®.  And they told him about their
witrs and exploits which they had done among the Galatiuns, and “how they had “conquered them?,

3 and brought them under tribute : and (they told him also of) what things they had done in the land

4 of Spain’, how they had acquired "the mines of silver and ld there; "and how that by their
policy and persistence® they had conguered the whole® Tand fand the land was exceeding far 'from
them'); also (they told) of the kings that had come against them from the utterinost part of the
earth, until they had discomfited them!, and smitten them very sore ; and how the rest had given

5 them tribute year by year. Furthermore, (they told) of how they had discomfited in battle *Philip,

¥ > Sloe w-w /it outflanked themy > 71 L - B 7 ¢, strerchied them ont =23 71 in that day B
meoas s BB few daye,

VIIL % 4+and to as many as held to them A hib> Sise oe :;;gi # dwon their Lind 1Y & *The
mountains from whence silverand gold are sought out 38 1> 71 fwisdom B' h> 20 195 2e -k Se

the solemn trumpets. Z/4 "the trumpets of signals’, i e. to give a signal to their friends n the villages round
about, see next verse.
. closed them in. {mepecdpuy afreds, “outflanked them ?, thanks to the alarm given by the signal trampets.

47. smote off . , . Cp. 1 Sam. xxxic g5 Judith xiii. 8-15. _

stretched ount . . . ll:;nged them up. (Eeraner . ., dEivamar, i wnl-r:jy uite after the Hebrew fashion.

49. . . . the thirteenth (day) of Adar. This festival was originally called * Nicanor Day ', hut it was displaced
(when, is not known) by the Fast of Esther, which was kept on this day in memory of Esther’s fasting, mentioned in
Esther ix. 31 (cp. Esther iv. 3, 16); this fast was a preparation for the feast of Purim, which occurs on the fourteenth
of Adar. “Nicanor Day' js ioned in the Jernsalem Talmud (Megitlak, ii. 66 ), where it is spoken of as a semi-
festival,

50. the land . . . had rest. Cp. ix. §7, xiv, 4, and for the Hebrew pasn mupet op. Joshus xi, 23

a little while. £/7. ' a few days ', i.e. about a month, cp.ix. 3

VIIL 1-32. *The details of this narrative have been called in question by many critics, although the fact of a treary
having been concluded between the Jews and the Romans has been gencrally admitted. Wellbausen, e g, while
asserting thut the journey to Rome, the negotiations with the Senute, and the return to Jerusalem, could not have
been accomplished in a single month, goes on to say : ' This would be decisive, only 'am not convinesd that the
usual assumption is correct.  For the festival of Nicanor's day is unintelligible, if the sensation of victory had been
forthwith effaced through a revere of the worst description. [t s nol maintained that the stutement of 1 Macc.
viii. 17 (2 Mace. iv. Il% is drawn purely from the imagination® (/or. wnd Jiid, Geschl, p. 250, note 30, That the
narrative does contain inaccuracies (ve. 8, 15, 16) is not to be denied.  These, however, may be accounted for by
the defective means of internationi] communication in those days, and still more by the fact that the interests of the
Jews were practically confined 1o agricultare and their ancestral religion. The wnter's graphic picture is, upon the
whole, “not unfaithful* (Rawlinson), and has  quite the character of that sesvesd and candour with which intelligence
of that sort 15 propagated in the mouth of the common people” (Grimm). In spite of what is said in . 13, he is
apparently blind as to the dangers attending negotiations with Rome ' ( Fairweather and lilack, p. 157}

1. all who attached themselves to them. Kawlinson points out that “the Romans had recemved into allianer
Attalus of Pergamus, Ariarathes of Cappadocia, Prolemy Philometor, and the Ihodians,'

2. the Galatians. Kautrsch thinks it improbable that the reference is to the Gauls in Asia Minor who were
conquered by Manlius Vulso, 189 ih.€.; he thinks, with Mommsen and others; that the Gauols of Upper Italy are
meant ; these were subjugated by the Romans in 190 B €., and laid under tribute.

the land of Spain. This came under the Romam dominion in 301 &, O, though only that portion of it which bad
bbttgd to the Carthuginians; it was not until nearly two centuries later thiat the whole country became incorporates!
into the Roman Empire.

the mines of silver and gold there. ['liny (/7. Natwralis, xxsii. 4, §§ 21, 23) speaks of the gold and silver
found in Spain, the former in shape of gold-dust in the bed of mm: Dy s Siculus [v. 33, § 1) says:
“Spain bas the best and most plentiful silver from mines of all the * (op. Rawlinson. fist. J hocnicia,

- 313 )
_”';. &&hﬂhhﬂd rdmos is used here of the whole country ss in t Sam, xil 8 (Sept.) ; Jer. avi. 3, 3 (Sept.) : the
Hebrew word ) is used in the same way in these passages.  The statement here is an eration, see note on . 3.
5. Philip, i.e. Philip V of Macedonia, 220-179 . C.; he was finally defeated at the battle of Cynosceplitiae
.iu;i'lnn!y (197 B.c.) by T, Quinctius Flaminius,
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I MACCABEES 8. 5-15

Tand¥ Persens’, king of Chittim, and them that lifted themselves up against them, and had cong
6 them ; Antiochus also, the great™ king of Asia, who had come against them to
# hundred and twent dqﬂ:a::u. with cavalry, and chariots, and an exceeding great
- also been discomfited by them®, and they had taken him alive, and had appointed that both

* such as reigned after him should give them a great tribute® and should give hostages, and a “tract’
(of land), (mamely) the country of India, and Media, and Lydia, and of the goodliest of their
y countries ;: and how they had taken them from him. and had given them to king Eumenes. Also
yo ithey told of) how they of Greece hid purposed to come and destroy them, and the thing had
become known to them, and they had sent against them a captain, and had fought against them,
and muny of them had fllen. *wounded to death”; and (of how) they had made captive their wives
and their children, *and had spoiled them and conquered their land, and had pulled down their
11 strongholds™. and had brought them into bondage unto this day.  And (they told of) how they had
destroyed the residue of the kingdoms *and of the isles!, as many as had risen up against them®, and
1.4 had matele them their servants © but that with their friends and such as relied upon them they kept
amity ) and (of) how they had conquered the kingdoms® that were nigh and those that were far off,
oy and that all who heasd of their fame were afiaid of them.  Marcover (they told) that whomsoever
they will to suceour and 10 make Kings, become Kings® . and that whomsoever they will, do they
vy depose | oand they are exalted exceedingly ; and that for all this nonc of them did ever put on
15w diadem.  neither did they clothe themselves with purple, to be magnified* thereby.* (They told)
also how they had made for themselves a scnate house, and how day by day three hundred *and

11 19 93 a1 " him Luc 9 5 year by year Luc Ll 3 B Ay "4 and spoiled
them & K¢ ' 0> R the rost of the isles Sle ! 4and hud plundered them Luc  +and had plundered them
and tiken them captive Sie “kings ¥V 19 g3 Slve ¥ will become kings A w7 25 N* (hab R©8)
¥ 1o exalt themselves (s fhe wontse of issaoning oo muck perver) 28 L

Perseus.  The illegitimate son and successor of Ihilip; he was conguered by L. Aemilius Paullus at the batile
of 'ydna (168 . ¢.), whereby the Macedonian kingdom was brought to.an end.

Chittim. Sec noteon ). I.

and them that lifted . . , Probably the reference is to those who sent reinforcements to Perseus, vir. the
Fptrots, Thessulians, and Thracians (Grimm),

.. Antiochus also . . . Le. Antiochus [11, the Great, King of Syria 223-187 i ¢, son of Seleucus Callinicus.

Asia.  Sec note on xi. 13.

discomfited. At the hattle of Magnesia, 190 1. C., by Scipio Africanus (Polybius, jii. 3. 4). ‘

7- taken him alive. *Here the avthor his been misled by a false report.  According to the unanimous testimony
of the classical writers, Antiochus succeeded m making his escape’ (Fairweather and Black) ; Kautesch suggests that
possibily the authar has mised up Antiochus with Perscus here.

such as reigned after him. Scleucus IV, Philopator (187-176 1. ., and Antiochus 1V, Epiphanes { 175-164 B.C.},
with whom the tnbute ceased.

a great tribute. Accarding to I'alybius, xxi. 14, 3-6, 15,000 Euboic talents, 500 of which had to be paid at the
conclusion of the negotiations, 2,500 when peice was ratified, and 1,000 a year for the next twelve years (quoted by
Knabenbauer, p. 152).

hostages. See note on i 10, )

a tract. Sworeds, the word is apparently used in the same sense as in Rom, iii. 22, a “distinction”, i. e, the land
in question was to be distinguished in the future from the rest of his possessions by being assigned to the Romans.

£. India. This never belonged to Antiochus, so he could not have ceded it to Rome.

Medin.  According 1o Livy cavil, 56, xxsviil. 38 it was only his possessions on this side of the Taurus (i.e. on
the weat) that Antiochus was forced to give up.  We must probably see here, as elsewhere in this section, a rhetorical
exaggeration.  The ingenious attempts which have been made to emend to the text, and read * Ionia and Asia®, or
* Mysia’, muy or may not be justified, but they have absolutely no support either from MSS. or Versions,

-+ to king Eumenes.  Fumenes |1, king of Pergamos (197-158 £.¢.), and son of Attalus 1; these territories
were given to B by the Romans in recognition of the help rc-m?:wd during the war with Syria, and especially at the
hattle of Magnesia (see further, Smith's Dies, af Clags. Biog. s.v.),

4. Also ... What this all refers to is not known, Kautzsch thinks that very probably the reference may be to the
Rowman victory over the forces of the Achacan Alliance (147-146 B.C., i.e. hiteen years after the death of Judas
Maceabaeus) ;i this case the 'captain’, mentioned in 7, 10, would be L, Mummius. ~The war, which was short and
decisive, resuliend in the subjugation of the whele of Greece, which was reduced to the status of a Roman province,
under the name of Achaia.

11. the isles. i.c. Sicily, Sardinia, and Corsica, together with the isles of the Grecian Archipelago.

12, In this and the next few verses the subjects of i, 1 ff. are again reverted to,

with their friends . . . they kept amity. This is not in aceerdance with the facts; the statement is, no
doubt, due to insufficient koowledge.

_i5. and how day by day . .. As Fairweather and Black point out, *this is quite a mistake. The regular
sitthges of the 5 were aunlined 1o the Kalends, Nones, Ides, and Festivals, In case of emergency, however,
it coihl be wed in a 4y as its members were not allowed to leave Rome for more than a day, and only
a fow of them at i time.  In the e days of the Republic the Senate sat on all lawful days in February to receive
forcign ambassadors, bt there is no evidence that the practice was as old as the time of the Maccabees. If it was,

the writer's mistake is ensily explained.!  The ref to three hundred and twenty members of the Senate is also
& mistake, it never reached more than three hundred,
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I MACCABEES 8. 13-28

men sat in Mmﬁﬂny fur the people, to the end that they® might be well

; and how they committed thes membyym.wahcmwhem

.and be lord over all® their country ; and that all are ient to this one, and that there is
' envy nor emulation among them.

a : Judas chose Fupolemus, the son of John, the son of Accos, und Jason, the son of Eleazar, and

¥ sent them to Rome, to make a league of amity and confederacy *with them?, and that they shonld

take the yoke from" them, when saw that the kingdom of the Greeks did keep Tsmacl in

'y bondage.  And they® went 1o Rome, fand the way was exceeding !'; and they entered int the

20 Senate house, *and answered® "and said" : * Judas, who is also lcahed) Maccabaeus, and his brethren,

and the whole people of the Jews, have sent us unto you, to make a confederncy and peace with you,

¢1 and that we might be registered (as) your confederates and fricnds.’” And the thing was well-pleasing

a2 in their sight. And this is the copy of the writing! which they wrote back again on tablets of brass,

and sent to Jerusalem, *that it might be with them there* for a memuorial of peace and confederacy -

' 23 ' Good success be to the Romans, and to the nation of the Jews, by sea and by lund for ever ; the

24 SWord also and the enemy be fur from them,  But if war arise for Rome! first, “or for any of their

25 confederatesin all their dominion™, the nation of the Jews shall hielp them i~ confederates as theoccasion

26 shall presciibe *to them®, with all their heart ; and unto “them that make war® they (i.e. the Jews)

Pghall not give®, neither supply, food, avms, money, or ships, ws it hath seemed good unto Rome . amd

they (i. e. the Jews) shall abserve their obligations, receiving nothing (in the way of a bribel. *In the

27 same manner”, moreover, if war com¢ first” upon the nation of the Jews, the Ronuins shall help them

28 as confederites with all their soul, as the occasion shall prescribe to them; and to them that are

confederates? there shall not be given corn, arms, money. 'or <hips®. as it hath —cemed good unto

s phe reflex fron., AN sggesting thal the Senate woaz looking afler ils ouonm interenls L 1 ©on N
(hab ®e2) 9> A #3 that were with Eupolemus Luc 1S ¥e>u! hk> A Tletter 8
b=k > Flee Ithe Komans 2 L bl nn>-Bko L * 08 i G the vefevence seems to be to

the Rewtant PPN (kohReS) gy LA She o 3 “that ke war 55 37 1 P> A

16, one man. Another i e of inadeq knowledge ; there were, of course, two consuls.

neither envy . . . This also is contrary 1o fuct; on this, however, Grimm remarks that ' it is psychologically
very comprehensible th, having regacd to the assistance w be looked for by an alliwnce with Komw, the dackor side
o{m;};c conditions which obtained in the Roman State, of which the writer might bave been cognisant, were naturally
overlooked or left unnoticed.” At any rate, it is not to be expected that the writer should have had much intimate
acyuaintance with the intermal affiirs of Rome; wnd even if he hail, his knonledie of the dephaatibe conditims in s
own country would unconsciously tend to make him take a bright view of all that concerned the powerful people from
whom so much was hoped.

17. Eupolemus. I'erhaps identical with that Eupolemus who is known to us as a Hellenistic writer* (Schurer,
The Jewish People . . .o Div. L, vol. i, p. 231, sce Div. 1, vol. iii, pp. 203 i) ; he was a Falestinian Jew who
wrote about 158-157 B, C, or shortly afierwards,

the son of John. See 2 Mace. iv. 11,
s Accos. More correctly Hakkor, cp. 1 Chron. xxiv. 107 Fara'ii. 61; Neh. iii. 4, 21, vii. 63, belonging to a priestly
amily.

i the son of Eleazar. l'erhaps the same Jason who s mentioned as the father of Antipater i xu. 16,
xXiv. 22,

18. the yoke. i.e.the Syrian yoke; this implies cither that the victory over Nicanor, recorded in ch. vii, had not
yet taken pliace, or else that it was, dfter all, not of a whelly decisive character ;. Sehurer thinks that *fronm the general
drift of the First Hook of Maccabees, it may e assumed that Judas had tirst armnged the embassy after the victory
over Nicanor ' (op. cit. Div. I, val. i, p. 232 note),

22. tablets of brass. ‘T'he usual way of preserving documents of this kind ; Grimm quotes Polybius, dii, 26, 1, who
siys, in reference to the treaties between Rome and Carthage, that they were preservesl in this way, and that they
were kept in the Capitol. Josephus | Anfiy, XL x. G says wﬂrding this treaty that the Romans *also made
i decree concerning it, and sent a copy of it into udaea ; it was alse laid up in the Capitol, and engriven m brass,”

23. Good success be to the Romans. The cquivalent, as Grimm points out, of the usual Koman formula: Cred
bonum, faustim: felivgue 5t popule Romano . . .

26, unto them that make war . . , Kautzsch sees in this mention of ships, which at this time (161 #.¢.)

] the Jews could not have itd, one of reasons far regarding this whale section (7. 22 32) as having leen
added later, whether in the Hebrew ariginal or when the translation was male; but there is much in Grinim's
contention that the mention of ships shows the far-seeing character of Koman pnlicr.-::ruhlig as nov long after this
the Jews got possession of a ur (cp. xiv. §). At the same time, i s worth noting that m Josephus®
account the ships are not spoken of in reference to the Jews; in Aafiy. X1L x. 6 the decree runs: [t shall not be
lawiul for any that are subject to the Romans to make war with the nation of the Jews, nor to assist these that do s

either by sen: them corn, or ships, or money *; this is the only mention of shi It is, therefore, just possible
Mw:’hmd;'MMhlmpéhdmwsmimmﬂh&oHme n form of it. -
as it hath seemed unto Rome. This, together with the phrase in %, 25, 27, 'as the occasion shall

to them *, made the treaty far more advantageous to the Romans than to the Jews; see also the same wonls
ne.28. 1t is true that in 7. 30 there is & provige that modifications might be made by either party by mutual consent.
Tut this does not appear to be part of the actual treaty, the words of which clearly stop at the end of *. 2%
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29 Rome" : and they shall abscrve these obligations, and that without deceit.’ *According to th
30 words have the Romans made (a treaty) with the people of the Jews. But if hereafter the

i

one
party Yor* the other” shall determine to add or to diminish anything, they shall do it at their
1t pleasure, and whatsoever they shall add or take away shall be established. And as touching &

evilswhich king® Demetrius doeth ™ unto you™®, we haye written ™ to him* saying™: * Wherefore ha
14 thou made thy youke heavy upon our friends (and)™ confederates the Jews? If, tﬁm!bu,_ re, they plead
any more against thee, we will do them justice®, and fight thee by sea and by land.

IX. 1-22. Death of Fudas Maccabacus,

9 And when Demerrins had heard that Nicanor *was fallen® with his forces *in battle®, he sent
Pacchides and Aleimus again into the Tand of Judal "a second time", and the right wing (ef his army)

2 with them,  And they” went by way of Gilgal', and encamped against Mesaloth, which is in Arbela,
3fand gat possession of it', and destroyed much people. And #in the first month of the one

g hundred amd fifty <ooml year® they encamped against Jerusalem.  And they removed and went

& unto Dhere, with pwetity thousad foetmen and two thousand horse.. And Judas was encamped at

“ihe Romans ¥ Sl B ® 4 thus Lue 774 She fand AV Luye 8hc Mo R (hab )
LT o2 them 8 (wo/ ¥°%) A Luc $ 44 #dand sent unto him Sted = thus &¢ T 4 our Luc
FRyengeance 35 vengeance and justice $tue

IN,* *had woged battle A ® ® 5> 28 © 4 that were with Bacchides Luc 9 Gilead Luc Sive s 0> &g
and oecupled it 1Y "he destroyed A V. LR -]

31. we have written to him . . . [ut, as Schiirer truly points out, this came too late, for through the energetic
action of Demetnius the overthrow of Judnea had already been completed before thiere was any passibility of inter-
ference on the part of the Romans (ep. ix. 1-211

wherefore hast thou made thy yoke heavy. A llebmism_fﬂ! 227 (ep. 2 Chron. x. 10, 14).
32 we will do them justice. Another Hebrow phrase oz atp (‘ to do justice’, lit. * judgement '), Deut. x. 18, &c.

IX. 1, that Nicanor was fallen. Cp. vil. 43, 44.
he sent . . . o second time, wpoodders . .. amorveddng, “he added to send ’, a Hebrew phrase nied aoM.
the right wing. The Jews faced eastwards so that fram their point of view the right would be the %':iau troops
in the sout, but the acteal right wing of the Syrian army was that part of it stationed towards the north; see next
note, Dacchides probably came from the north, Josephus dirccily states that be ‘marched out of Antioch® (Amsig.
NI xi. 1),

2. Gilgal . . . Mesaloth . . . Arbela. The identification of the place which *Gilgal® represents is extremely
difficult, perliaps impossible  The hest attested reading is Fihyoa = Gilgal ; but there are at least three places of
this name mentioned in the O.T.; Joshua's Gilgal, the Gilgal by Bethel, and the Gilgal by Mount Gerizim (on this
see (. A, Smith in K& 1720 1), Some MSS., followed by the Lucianic Syriac, read lakodd = Gilead ; and Josephus
has Vodekaior = Gadilee. ~ Assuming, s is permissible, that the two last readings are to be rejected, and that ! Gilgal'
it the mght reading, it seems upon the whole best to identify this with the Gilgal by Mount Cerizim; ‘if’, says
(o A Smith (£ 8 agr L), Bacehides wished to avoid the road which had proved so fatal to Nicanor, he may have
taken the road fram Esdraelon south through Samaria. . . . On this ronte Masaloth might be Meselieh or Meithalin,
respeclively 3 or B miles shuth of Jenin, cach of them a natural point at which to resist an invader. A greater
difficulty is presented by & “Apdgles.  The plural form evidently signifies a considerable district.  Now, Eusebius
(405% "Apdndu) notes the name as extant in his day, on Esdraelon, g Koman miles from Lejjiin, while the entrances
from Esdraelon on Meselieh and Meithalin are 9§h Roman miles from Lejjin. [t is therefore possible that the
e “Apdahid covered in earbier days the whole of this district. "The suggestion is, however, far from being capable
of proof,  The chiel points in its favour are the straight road from the north, which was ed as a natural line of
invasion, and the existence .dnnﬁ the road of a Jiljiljch [= Gilgal], o Meselich, and a Meithalin

3, the first month. If, us there is every reason to suppose (op. i 54, Vil 43), it is the Jewish first month that is
meant, it is the month Nisn, corresponding roughly to April.  This would mean that only six or seven weeks had
elapsed singe the defeat of Nicunor on the 13th o(y Adlar (== March}; that does not allow much time for the news
of Nieanor's defeat to have reached Demetrius in Antioch, and for the latter to dis?uu:h the reinforcements under
Bacchides, especially as somo time must have been taken up in encamping against Mesaloth, and getting gﬂmﬂm
of i, and destroying much people isce . 2), on the way to Jerusalem, This feat is not impossible, bot rather
improbable, unless we suppose (with Michaehs, quoted by Grimm) that it was leap-year, in which the month Adar
Slatil Wl s twentynine iys came between Adar and Nisan,  Otherwise the most obvious explanation is that the
writer has made a mistake of wboot a month.

they encamped against Jervsalem. [I'resumably Nacchides thought Judas was in Jerusalem ; otherwise it is
itionie o sndorstund why he shoulid have envamped here. It is sing how badly hides must have been
informed atwnt the s of Bis opp : bad generalship an inefficient in ce department on the
I:nnf:lwsynms.huh ol which are ral times iously implied hy the writer of this book, must evidently
awe had much 1 do with the success of the Maceabees against overwhelming odds. In this particular case the
disparity was so great that even bad generalship could not save the Jews from disaster.
101; they removed . . . unto Berea, They had searcely settled themselves down before jerusalem before they had
5. Judas was

up the camp again. It Is not known where

Wils,
ut Elasa. | is also ; losephus says that * Judas pitched his camp at
@ certain viliage whose name was mmm."p%".?@"xu. :d':ntl;.m“ ! o




I MACCABEES 9. 6-22

Flasa, and three thousand chosen men with him. And (when) they saw the multitude *of the
4 ,'.ﬂp‘_ti:{‘ were many Y, they feared exceedingly ; and many slipped away from the army;
7 there were not

‘of them' more than eight hundred men.  And (whenj Judas saw that his army
) away, "and that (nevertheless) the battle was imminent for him™, he was sore troubled in
% heart, for that he had no time to gather them together. *And he became desperate”, and said o
them that were left : *Let us arise and go up against our adversarics, if peradventure we may be able
g to fight against them.! And they turncd from him, saying: * We shall in no wise be able “ito with-
them)® ; but let us rather save our lives now*; let us return (liter on) with our brethren, and
1o fight *against them" ; we are (now too) few.” Then Judas said: * Far be it "from me' to do this
dﬁ. to flee from them! *And if ! our time is come”, let us die manfully* for our brethren'’s sake
11 *and not leave a cause (of reproach) against our glory™"  And the (Syrian) host removed from the
camyp. and (the Jews) stood to encounter them ; and the horse was divided into two companies, and
the slingers and the archers went before the host together with *all the mighty men that fought in
~ jzthe front (of the line of battle)*, But Bacchides was on the vight wing; und the phalunx drew near
from buth sides, and they blew with their trumpets, and the men of * Judas' side® also blew ¥ with
13 their trumpets? ; and the carth shook *with the shout® of the® anmies.  And the battle was joined,
14 (and continued) from morning until evening.  And (when) Judas saw that Bacchides and the main
strength of (his) army were on the right wing, "his followers concentrated their whole attention (upen
15 them)®, and the right wing® was discomfited by them, and they pursued after them unto the mount
16 Azotus?d.  And (when) they that were on the feft wing” saw that the right wing® was discomfited.
17 they turned {and followed) upon the footsteps of Judas and those that were with him.  And the
18 battle waxed sore, and many! ¥on cither side® foll *wounded to death®. And Judas fell. and the
1grest fled.  And Jonathan and Simon ‘took Judas their brother, and' buricid him in the sepulchre of
zo his® fathers at Modin.  And they bewailed him', and all Ispacl “made great lamentation for him
and™ mourned® many days, “and said®:
21 *THow is the mighty one fallen, the saviour of Isracl "'
22 And the rest of the acts of Judas, "and (his) wars!, and the valiant deeds which he did?, "and his
greatness?,—they are not written ; for they were exceeding many.

b ! 4 who were opposed (to them) Luc kok o A s glas mom s oy LRSS 18 N
9 %10 nght against them 8 V 55 P> S LT 99> 58 TSRV =5 1> A s B
S w wall the men who are skilled in war 2 = =Judah RV Y Y5> 71 * s hecause of (47, from) A
“their A Whglee  gng there went with him all that were brave in hean & S8 1 Cpit®1993 dCazaralk
*part Swe I gyg3 8 ERofthose® B WS Sus g ¥ their 64 93 tfthere A Judas 19
53 Sleo LA 207 ">L femr BPE>71 G a> S

 three thousand chosen men. It is strange that so many of these ‘ chosen men® should have * slipped away * at
the critical moment ; Josephus gives their number as only one thousand, bat this is obviously a mistake, as he says
thit * they all fled away, excepting eight hundred " !
8. he becnme desperate. Cp. Deut xx. 3 (Sept.).
10, far be it from me to do this thing. Mj pu yivers mufoa vé mpiysa voiro, o very Hebraic phrase:
neer b 5 Abdn (ep. xiii. 3), sée Gen. xliv, 7, 177 Joshua xxii. 29, xxiv K63 1 Kings xxi. 3
13- the earth shook. Cp. 2 Sam. xxii. 8.
from morning until evening, jmrhus says the battle continued *1ill sun-set’, but does not mention when it
an; the statement in thye test s probably a rhetorien] exagyeration : eight hundrod agamst twentystvn thousand,
ding out ull day, can scarcely be literally true. especindly as no hint s awen that the siudler numbee accupied any
advantageous position; from the aceount in the test, as weéll as in Josephus, the two armies met on equal terms as far
as position was concerned.
15. the mount Azotus. Joscphus, 'a mountain called Fxzt” (or Azi); no such mountain is known; the text is
clearly corrupt,
17. and the battle waxed sore, «ai «dupiefly i sidoguoy, & Hlebrew phivase merbun 205m; ep b Sam. Nk §t

19. . . . took Judas their brother. According to Josephus (Aatiy. X1L si. 2) they ‘ received his dead body hy
w from the enemy ' ; this is more likely to e correct, for it is handly to be expeeted that the Syriuns would have
the body of the Jewish rehel chicd, as they regarded him, with imere respect than that which the Jews accorded
to the body of the :3*-'um weneral Nicanor (see vil, 47), unless there were special for this.  Josephus dovs nut
mention the terms of this * treaty .
Modin. Cp. i 1, xii. 27.
20 t lamentation. Cp. xiii, 26
1 is the mighty one fallen. Cp. 2 Sam. i. 19, 25, 27.
the saviour of Israel. Cp. Judges iii. 65 2 Kings xiin 5.
22, And the rest of the ncts . . . For the pliraseology cp. xvi. 23¢ it accurs often in the Books of the Kings.
_ they are not written. This statement implies that (or this part of the narrative (i e the “rest of the acts *) a0
documents were available ; which, on the other hand, implies that what 1 recorded in our book was based vn estant

“With the overthrow of Judus’, says Schitrer (wf. %, 1.0, p, 233), “it was finally and definitely proved that it
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1 MACCABEES 9. 23-33

JoNATHAN MaccABAEUS. IX. 23—XIL 53.
IX. 23-3v. Fonathan succeeds Fudas.

23 And it came to pass after the death of Judas that the lawless put forth their heads in all the
13 borders of Isracl, and all they that wrought iniquity rose up ; in those days “there arose exceeding
25 great murmuring that the land made peace with them®. And Bacchides chose out the u y men,
+4 and made them lords of the country. And they sought out and searched for the friends of Judas,

and brought them to Bacchides, and he took vengeance on them, *and treated them with mockery*.
25 And there was great tribulation in Isracl, such as was not since the time that a |Erophet appeared
2% unto them®.  And all the friends of Judas were gathered together, and they said unto Jonathan :
2y * Sinece thy brother Judas hath died, we have no man likc_hi_tu to go forth® aga.mst our cnemies and
a0 Bacchides, “and against them of our nation that are inimical (to us)*. Now therefore we have

chosen thee this day to be our ruler and leader *in his stead®, ¥that thou mayest fight our battles®.'
3t *And Jomathan took® the leadership upon him at that time", and rose up in the stead of his brother

Judas®.

IN. 32-73.  Fonathan's struggle with Bacchides.

.33 And (when) Bacchides knew it, he sought to slay him. But (when) Jonathan, *and Simon his

brother. “and all that were with him®, knew it, they fled into the wilderness of Tckoah, and

2 Seuifebeloe P> L tlarael S8 A° "tand toenter in RV SE YV W wig6y  x-xs, glue
¥ ¥ for batile “". *-% And they chose Jonathan as leader in place of his brother Judas K'Y S chose 1g 38 b b5 oy
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wis @ vain endeavour on the part of the Jewish nationalists to measure swords with the mighty forces of Syria.
Holliant as the earlier achievements of Judas had been, he was largely indebted to the reck and seif-
confidence of bis op Conti military success was not to thought of if only the Syrian authorities
serinusly roused themselves Lo the conflict, The following age cannot show even one conspicuous victory of the kind
by which Judas had won renown.  What the Maceabacan party finally reached, it won through voluntary concessions
of claimants to the Syrian throne contending with one another; and generally in ¢ of in I di i
in the Syrian Empire.
23 the lawless, Cp. vii, 24, 25.
put forth . . . rose up, Cp. P's. xcil. 7 (Sept. xci. 81 ¥ ; ;
21, murmuring. Prof. Torrey (277 2859) thinks the rendering Ayids is due to a misreading of the original Hebrew
which hid 237 (' murmuring”), not 39 (*famine’); this, if correct, would certainly make the next clavze less difficull.
that the land made peace with them. xai afropihgaer  yapa per' airar. The verb with perd only occurs

once in the Septungint, 2 Sam. x. 16, where the Hebrew has Sxotvenx oM, (*and they made peace with Ismel /).
1f we are to be guided by this, the passage before us must mean (if we accept ‘famine’ as the right reading) that
owing 1o the famine, the Land, by which here can only be meant the followers of Judas, made peace with them, i.e. the
*lawless . This must, however, be rejected ; firstly, because *the land * cannot be restricted in this way, and, secondly,
because the sequel shows that there was no peace between the followers of Judas and the ‘Jawless'. Fairweather and
Black take *the lind ' to mean * the country in general, as distinﬁuishcd from staunch patriots’; but the text gives no
justification for this distinction; for the writer of 1 Mace, there are only two parties in the Jewish State, the
Maccabaean party and the ‘lawless’.  Grimm holds that the real meaning of the ¢ is shown by the
paraphrastic rendering of the Syriac Version: *And the land too has become corrupt with them'; i.e. the land,
through the famine, had, as it were, joined hands with the apostates in antagonism agaimst the faithful. This is in
acvordance with Josephus (Anffg. XIL i. 1),  Kautzsch concurs in this: * The land, otherwise so fruitful, scemed to
huve allied itsell with the lawless for the purpese of destroying the godly*; and he renders: *So that (in the same
way ) the land fell off (or “ deserted ) with them, i.e. the lawless,”  Against this it is to be urged that the Septuagint
nowhore uses the verh in question in this sense (1 Sam., xx. 30 where the participle is used in the sense of * rebellions”
is nut (I proped).  1f, now, we fullow Torrey in regarding *famine’ as a mistake for *murmuring’ (in the sense of
indignation), and interpret the verh in the sense in which it is used in 2 Sam. x. 19 (see above), its only other
occurrence with perd, we get: ' there arose exceeding great murmuring (i ¢, on the part of the faithful) that the land
made peace with them,' 1. ¢ the enemy, #s the nest verse goes on to show'; ini , the verses that follow seem
thoroughly 1o justify this rendering, as offering further grounds for the ‘murmuring’. By ‘the land ' is meant ey
excepting the faihiul, who were now obviously in a minority ; it must also be remembered that the author of 1 Macc.
writes as ane of the faithful.

26 took vengeance on them. ¢fedixa airovs, for which T.R. reads éfedient é» adrois, cp. Jer v. g, 29 (Sept.) =
2 DPINA 1 Sam. xviil. 257 2 BP2 Judges xv, 7 (Grimm),

treated them with mockery, The mference st be 1o their religious practices; Josephus, however, says :

$tortured and tarmented them.”

=7, since the time that a prophet appeared unto them. That the writer implies the prophet Malachi here {so
Corant, Fissell, Fairweather sind lack, Knnbeobauer) is not necessarily certain ; we have in the O.T. fragments of the
wigingh of praphiots who Bived lLiter than the time of Malachi (some short time before 450 B.C. ); if they are anonymous,
“ Malachi” i preudenymous ; the former may have exercised as great an influence as the katter, although their names
hawve ot come down to us. {uneplmi mnked no reference to a prophet, but says : ‘ They had never experience of the
like since their return out of Habylon.'  In either case it is o rhetorical exaggeration,

33 the wilderness of Tekonh. The wilderness ot its name from the city sis miles south of Bethlehem, on the
bnders of the wilderness; the nume siill exists, Tk ; the site of the ancient city lies on the top of a hill with

h




1 MACCABEES 9. 34-47

+ cicamped by the water *of the pool Asphar®. *And Bacchides got to know of this on the Sabbath
ﬁlingr,md he came, he and all his army, over Jordan'.

5 And gm}* sent his brother, a leader of the multitude, and besought his friends, the Nubath-
Em t they might leave with them their baggage, which was much.  But the children of Ambri
37 came out of Medaba, and took John, and all that he had, and went their way bwith ith, HBut after

these things' they brought word to Jonathan ‘and Simon' his brother, that the children of Ambri
were making a great marriage, and were bringing the bride from Nadabath with a great train,
3% a daughter of one of the great nobles of Canaan.  And they remembered® John their' brother, and
30 went up, and hid themselves under the covert of the mountain ; wand they lifted up their eyes™, and
saw, and behold. a great ado and much baggage; and the bridegroom came forth, and his friends
and his brethren to meet them (ie. those forming the bridal procession) with timbrels, and minstrels,
joand "many® weapons®. And they rose up *from their ambush® against them, and slew them : and
many fell wounded to death, and the rest fled into the mountain; and they ook all their spoils?,
4v And the marriage was turned into mourning, and the voice of their® minstrels into lamentation.
Fi Arr}d (thus) they avenged fully the blood of their brother : and they tumed back to the marsh-land?
of Jordan.
41 And (when) Bacchides! heard it®, he came on the Sabbath day unto the banks of the Jordan
44 with a great host. And Jonathan said unto his brethren¥: * Let us arise now and fight *for our
45 lives; for it is not (with us) to-day, as yesterday and the day before.  Tor, behold, the battle is
before us and behind us® ; morcover, the water of the Jordan ison this side and on that side, and (thix
4 is) marsh-* and wood-land, and there is no place to turn aside  Now, therefure, cry unto heaven,
47 that ye may be delivered out of the hand of your® enemics. And the battle was joined, amd
4% Jonathan stretched forth his hand to smite Bacchides, and he turned away back from him. And
Jonathan, and they that were with him?*, leapt into the 2 Jordan, and swam over to the other side:

Lo s - B, and all his army crossed the Jordan on the Sabbath day B! ET.R. b g ¥edon gy
k ¢ the blood of 8 SR L* And Jonathan remembered S0 Yhis R* (their ¥78) g3 Biee.  mom s, oy » nmuch
Peaple 5564 ®>71 ¥PP>1g9 Avessels A Tthe 16 *mountainous-land AV 55 71 bank L' ford Stee

> S 5 that Jonathan had returned Luc S (seth sfigdt variatims) * them that were with him & \
wiw S oy x> S0 Your A * 4 behind Lue L

sloping sides; the top is of considerable extent, and is covered with ruins spread over four or five acres of ground
(cp. 1 Chron. ii. 24 ; 2 Chron. xx. 20; Amosi. 1; Jer. vi. 1).

_ the A r. 'The Be'er Asphar js probably the modern fitsr-Selfnid, a considerable reservoir in the
wilderness, six miles WSW. of Engedi, and near the junction of several ancient roads ¢ the hills around still bear
the name Safrd, an equivalent of Asphar” (G, A. Smith, £5 343).

34 This verse, which is a variant of 1. 43, has got out of place ; it should be deleted,

35. his brother. i.e. John; cp. w7 36, 38. '

the Nabathaeans. See ncte on @, 235,

36. the children of Ambri. The reading "lupdpe is probably due to dittogrupby. the « of the preseding s hiving
been repented by mistake (Kautzsch). Cheyne, however, thinks that the form Jambri (or Jamri) is correct, as the
name 721" has been found on an Aramaic inscription at U er-Rerds, about twelve miles SSE, of Medeba (£ 48 2317).
‘The name i5 not otherwise met with ; but, as the text shows, they belonged to an Arab clan of this pame living at or
near Medeba, Josephus has of "Apnpaios wuides, e Amorites; cp, Num. xxi. 26-3#, where Medeba is spoken of as
# city of the Amorites, !

aba, Mentioned on the Moabite Stone: ‘. . . Now Omri annesed the (land) of Medeba, and dwelt therein*
(I 7. B). It was situnted on the high land of Moab to the south of Heshbon : cp. Joshua xiii. g, 16, The ruins sull
survive and are called Medaba (see the (uarterly Statement of the Pal. Expl. Fund, July 1895 and July 1go1 ).

37. they brought word. Presumably some

Nadabath. Pmihtﬁ- Nebo; Clermont-Ganneau ( Jowrsal of the American Oriental Soc,, 1851, pp. 541 )
thinks it is o mistake for Rabatha = Rabbath Anunon, twenty-twa miles wist of Jordan, on the river Jubbok {cp. 3 5um
xii. :6;::) ;dthe rmd-::m 'JAmm-'

. ends. . Judges giv. 11.

ig- lllemsrsb-!nm{ v eAag ; at the present day the ford nearest the Dead Sea is called ¢/ #Helu; it is no doubt
owing to this that the Syriac Version reads * the ford *! (ep. Grimm).

44. for it is not . . . i.e the state of affairs is more desperate than hitherto on account of the hopeless position
they are in, as described in the next verse.

45. on this side and on that side. e theY‘ were caught in a bend of the river.

. 47. and he turned .., The exact meaning here is pot guite elear ; in view of the words: * The battle was joined,
it is probable that the reference is not w a persunal «omnlice between Jonathan and Bacchides, but that their nunes
here refer to their respeciive parties. In this aseo. the munin{lul 7. 47, 48 would be that Jonathan aml his

made such a vigorous enslaught upon the enemy that the latter gave way temporarily; Jonathan. r.h:r:‘uxon
seeing the indecision of the encmy, took advantage of the momentary ite, and plimged into the river, folle by
his men. ‘That he gained some advantage at the commencement of battle seems cvident from the fact that
Bacchides is afraid 10 pursue ; be is, presumably, detcored by the cournge dm which had been evinced by his
L en "he mention of the loss of a thousand Syrins also points to a ict which at the start, at all events,
was not one-sided.
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I MACCABEES 9. 49-63

4o.and they (i.e. Bacchides and his followers) did not pass over* Jordan against them.  And there fell*
of Racchides’ company* ?that day" about a thousand® men. _ _
50 And they' returned¥ 1o Jerusalem ; and they® built strw cities in Judaea, (namely), the strong-
hold that is in Jericho, and Emmaus. and Bethhovon, a Bethel, and Timnath!, Pharathon, and
21 Tephon, with high walls, Yand gates and bars%, And they! set_garrisons™ in them to vex Isracl
a2 And they+ fortified "the city Bethsura®, and Gazara, and the citadel; *and they™ put forces in them,
a3 and store of victuals®. And they” took the sons* of the chiel men of the country for hostages, and
put! them in ward in the citadel at Jerusalem. _ ]
a1 Now in the one hundred and Gity-third year, "in the second month®, Alcimus commanded to pull
down the wall of the inner court “of the sanctuary®, {in so doing) he pulled down"* also the works of
a5 the prophets.  “\nd (when) he began to pull down®, at that (very) time, Alcimus was stricken. and
his works were hindered ; and his mouth was stopped, and he became palsied, *and he could no more
<6 speak anything, (norl give order concerning his house®. And Alcimus® died at that time with g
a7 tomnent.  Asd (when) Bacchides saw that Alcimus was dead, he returned 1o the king. And the
land of Judah had rest two years.
=% Amd all the lawles men took counsel, saying: * Behold, Jonathan, and they of his part are dwelling
at peace, fwnd ) in seeurity . *let us therefore now bring* Bacchides, and he will lay hands on them
Goall” in one night.' And they went and consulted with him. And he® removed, and came with
a reat hest, and sent letters privily to all his confederates that were in Judaca, that they should lay
hands on Jonathan, and (on) them that were with him; but they were® not able (to do so), because
i their plan became known to them”.  And they (that werc of Jonathan's part) laid hands on “about
62 fifty men” of the cotntry that were the ringleaders in the wickedness, and slew” them. And Jona-
than, and Stmon. and they that were with him, gat them away* to Bethbasi, which is in the wilder-
n 3 e, and e built up “that which had been pulled down thereof, and madce® it strong.  And "(when)
Racehides knew it he gathered together all! his multitude, and sent word to them that werein Judaea.
g And he Bwent and® encunped against Bethbasi, and fought against it *many days, and made*
tsengines! (of warj,  And Jonathan left his brother Simon in the city, and went forth into the country

Vihere went through A © © by the side of Bacchides A  # ¥ > 21 ®three thousand 8 V 55 88 The NV Luc B
€ < Pacchides 63 93 BheNes  liand XAV kg1 The® W\ aply he RV s =
Bethsurs 8 64 93 the city and Bethsura A the city near (/7. in) Bethsura V' PP 71 ShedV Luck

*heX VL DBacchides 63 93 * 4 of Israel 535 The put 8V 26593 R Y Ydestroyed £ w > 2%
= A\ oply we will bring M A V* let us {end Luc > 16 6g L * Bacchides Luc ® he was not A
“> R him 3 MES R Vheslew NAR' fifromthem ¥  fT>71 Ethey maded L' T.R. hb R
Vop Slve w e Vwith engines 71

3o, they, 1 e the Syrians; cp. critical note.

the stronghold that is in Jericho,  Girimm refers to the two citadels by Jericho mentioned by Strabo as having
heen destroyed by Pompey, namely Taurus and Thrax ; the reference here most be to one of these,

Emmaus. See note o il 40,

Bethhoron.  See note ondii. 16,

Bethel. About ten miles north of Jerusalem, the modern Bertin, nearly 3,000 ft. above the sea-level.

Timpath. Several places of this name are mentioned in the O.T.: the one here must be either the Timnath-
Serah in Mount Ephraim, where Joshua was buried (Joshua xix. 5o, sxiv, 30; Judges ii. 9), or the Timna (called also
Timnatha) in Danite tervitory about Gfteen miles to the west of Jerusalem ; the latter is, perhaps, the more likely.

harathon, ‘I'he Syriac anid O.L. versions, like Josephus, omit ‘and ', This place is the Pirathon of the O.T.
{Judges xii. 13, 15), in Ephraimite termitory (but cp. xi. 34), the modern Ferata, about six or seven miles south-west of
Nabious, the ancient Sichem.

Tephon. Probably a corruption of Tappuach, also in the inheritance of Ephraim (Joshua xvi. 8).

52. Bethsura, nnd Gazarn,  See notes on v, 2g, 15,
the citadel. Cp. i. 33, and the note on v. §3.
54 the one hundred and fifty-third year. e 15 B.C.

the second month. lyar in the Jewish calendar.

the wall of the inner court.  The innur court was restricted to lstaclites, so that the pulling down of its wall
tmgidioad the olilitoration of ull religious difference between lsraclites and Centiles ; this was 1o undo the work of the
prophets whase aim was to keep the Israclites distinet from their idolatrous neighbours,

56, Adcimus died. losephus places the death of Aleimus earlier, before the death of Judas, see Aatig, X1I. x. 6;
he uy; that Alcimus was * smitten suddenly by God ',

37, he teturned o the king. Assuming, no doubt, that the country had now been subjugated ; as the sequel
=huws, the period of rest which the land enjoyed, wais utilized by gh’: national party to good pﬂt&

2. Bethbasi. which is in the wilderness. (. A, Smith says that ' in the wilderness ﬂm of Tekoa,
there s n 1 of~Féwtned, which nume as it stands means *marsh ', an_impossible tenm, probably an
echo of an anclent name’ (£ 550) 1 possibly Bethbasi is to be identified with this.

%3 and went forth into the country. | “Creati i
3 Py e 3 ¥. For the purpose of creating diversions, and to come to the relief of his
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I MACCABEES 9. 66—10. 7

“he went with a (s number, And he smote Odomera and his brethren, and the children of
Jin their tents, Mh‘h&p.nmnih(ﬁmm)nﬂlug:pw%{hm Then Simen
J6tand they that were with him went out of the city and set on the engines (of war): and they
against Bacchides, and he was discomfited by them, and they afflicted him sore, ® fur his plan
by and his attack had been in vain®,  And they® were very wroth with the lawless men that gave him
counsel to cume into the country, and they slew many of them.  And he determined to depart into
70 his own land. And (when) Jonathan had knowledge (thereof), he sent ambassadors Yunto him?, w
the end that they should make peace with him, and that he should restore unto them " the captives.
st And he' accepted (the thing). *aml did according to his words®, and sware unto him that he would
72 not seck his hurt all the days of his life. And he restored unto him the captives which he had taken
captive aforetime out of "the land of* Judah ; and he* returned and departed into his own land, and
73 came” not any more into their borders.  And the sword coased from [sracl.  And Jonathan dwelt
at Michmash. And Jonathan began to judge the people™; and he destroyed the ungodly out of

=

X. 1-66, Fonathan supports Alexander Balas in lis struggle with Dewetrins 1.

10 ¢ 1n* the one hundred and sixtieth year Alexander *Epiphanes, the son of Antiochus”, went up
2 and took possession of Ptolemais, and they received him, and he reigned there'.  And (when) king
Demetrius heard (thereof), he gathered together exceeding great forces, and went forth to meet him
yin battle.  And Demetrius sent letters unto Jonathan with words of peace, so as to magnify him.
4 For he said : * Let us be beforehand to make peace with them, ere he make peace with Alexander
sagainst us, For he will remember all the evils which we have done “unto him®, and unto his
6 brethren and unto his nation”.”  And he gave him authority to gather together furces, and to provide
arms, and 1o be his confederate 1 and he commanded that they should deliver up to hiim the host
7 that were in the citadel.  And Jonathan came to Jerusalem, and read the letters ®in the cars of all®
sthey ¥ V6403 ®"0>7p ohe ¥eAV  Nlacchides 1993 S° rruntothem N 93 >V 9himss L 3¢
* Bacchides Luc H Rk ¢ ti>nse W Bacchides 19 g3 Sl *loaked Luc * +of Israel 19 53 Slee
Tof it Jiva
X, *And in & L Slor % Behe son of Antinchas Epig:mm She. > Antiochus £ it A g3 Ne*  d{aver)
them & eos ) Trace V £ 7 b> =

with a (small) number. dpfuw, cp, Isa. x. 19 (Sept.).

66, Odomern. Another readiny Is Odoarres | presumably the same of the head of some Bedouin clan: thas applies
also o Phasiron.
and to go up with (his) troops. i.e. to lead his troops against the enemy ; for the Hebrew phrase ‘to go up*

{IFD H&!) for the purpose of fighting cp. 1 Sam. xiv, 1o; Judg. vi. 3, xv, 10, xviii. 4, &c.

70. the captives. | c. those w %ad been taken captive aforetime (sce 1, 73}

73. And the sword ceased . . . *With this laconic notice the First Book of Maccabees passes over the following
five years. This can only mean that Jonathan, while the official Sanhedrim of Jerusalem was still filled by those
friendly to the Greeks, established a1 Michimash o sort of rival government, which gradeally. won the position of i
influence in the country, so that it was able even to drive out (dgarifen) the ungodly, that js, the Hellenizing party.
“The Hellenistic or Greek-favouring party bad no raot among the people. The great mass of the Jews had suil the
distinet consci that Hellenism, even if it should tolerate the religion of Israel, was irreconcilable with the
religion of the scribes.  So soon, then, as pressure from abiove was removed, the great majonty of the people gave
themselves heart and soul to the pationid Jewish movement,  The Maccaliees, therefore, lind the people seon again
At their back.  And this is the explanation 'of the fact that during the struggles for the Sysian throne now beginmng.
the claimants contended with one another in endeavouring o sccure to themselves the goodwill of the Maccabees
(Nchiirer, ap. cid, L 1, p. 239).

Michma Nine miles north of [erusalem, the modern Mwkdmis.
and he destroyed . .. This shows how the power of the national party had been cdnsolidated.

X. 1. In the one hundred and sixtieth year. 153 1LC.j the last date given was 159 W (see ix 54), and in
3. 87 we are tokl that the land had rest for two years; seven years have, thercfore, clapsed since the tume that
liacchides thought the land was subjugated {sce nove un ix. §71; and during this interval nothing is recorded save an
abortive attempt on the part of Bacchides to subdue Jonathan (ix. §8-73).

Alexander Epiphan Alexander Balas was o low-born native of Smyma who, owing to his resemblance
Antiochus Eupator, gave himself out to be the son of Antochus Epiphanes, u-m taken up by Atwalus 11, King of
1 1 e i d.im. m 2

Pergamum, from whom he received the name of A L and who supg of Syria
against Demetrivs.  Although. according te Polybius {sxxiii, 14. 61, it wits well known that the claims of Alesander
were without justiication, he was, ne\:ﬁ,dﬂs, recognmed by the Roman Senate, who ised to support him. Jis

success was largely due to the fact that Dmrimmhaudh'hiswnmh see Josephus, Awnsiy, XILL i 1) wn
‘account of his * insolence and difficulty of access ', and because he was ‘slot negligent about the public affairs .
Ptolemais. See note on v. 15, and cp. Josephus, /. o
2. went forth to meet . . . See note on vii. 31.
3. with words of peace. See note on i. 30.
7. in the ears of all the people. Cp. Isa. xxxvi. 2 T30 “JIN2,
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1 MACCABEES 10. §-30

% the people, and of them that were in the citadel® ; and they were sore afraid when they heard that
9 the king had given him' authority to ?ther :gnh:r forces. And they *of the citadel* delivered
jo the hostages unto Jonathan, and he' restored them to their parents. And Jonathan dwelt®

i1 Jerusalem, and began to build "and renew® the city. And °he? commanded them that did the work

1o build® the walls and the mount Sion round about with square" stones for defence ; and they * did

.iyso. And the strangers, that were in the strongholds that Bacchides had built, fled away: *and

13 each man left his place?, and departed into his own land.  Only in Bethsura were there left certain
af those that had forsaken the Law, "and the commandments; for it was a place of refuge unto
them®.

13 And king Alexander heard all the promises which Demetrius had sent unto Jonathan: and t
told im of the battles and the valiant deeds *shich he and his brethren had done, and of the toi

1o which they had endured®®; and he said : * Shall we find another such man? And now *let us make”

15 him our Friend *and confederate™.”  And he wrote letters, **and sent (them) unto him?, according to

yg these words, saying™: ‘King Alexander to his brother Jonathan, greeting®*! ‘We have heard

o concerning thee, that thou art a mighty® man of valour, "and meet to be our Friend®. And now we
have appointed thee “this day* (to be) high-priest of thy nation, and (it is our will) that thou shouldest
be called the king's Friend —and he? sent unto him a purple robe and a erown® of gold'—* and that

s thou shouldest take our part, and keep friendship® with us.”  And Jonathan put on the holy garment
Yin the seventh month of the one hundred and sixticth year!, at the feast of Tabernacles; and he
gathered together forces, and provided arms in abundance.

2y And (when) Demetrius heard these things!, he was gricved, and said : ' Why have we permitted
this to be done, that Alexander hath been beforehand *with us in establishing friendship with the

24 Jews¥, o strengthen himsell? 1 also will write unto them words of encouragement, 'and of honour,

a5 and gifts, that they may be with me for (my) aid.” And he sent unto them according to these words':

a6 ° King Demetrius unto the nation of the Jews, greeting!  Forasmuch as ye have kept covenant with
us, and have continued nour friendship, ®and have not joined yourselves to our enemies, we, (whao)
2= have heard (hereof), rejoice. And now continue ye still® to keep faith with us, and we will recom-

25 pense unto you "good things® “in return for what ye do in our behalf®; and we will grant you many

2g immunities, and will give you gifts. " And now I therewith) iree you, and release all the Jews from

4= the tributes®, and from the custom on salt, and from (the presenting of) the crowns ; and instead of
them A ¥ k> 3% lhey A ®mheard A "">71 °°S1 pPlonathan 6493 %four-foot RV 55
Fhe MVEY sy RS L ¥ ¥ we will make 8V 19 64 e ¢ == ynto him 71
1> Lue >V Agood A bb>gp eemap dihey A ®aroyal crown $2 0 T4and saying R
-N",;RL.,: hb)n l!)n LS t-i>7l "')?I u-ll).g. °ovn 71 P And
now | release all Jews from iribute &% 9 the custom of 53

£ they were sore afraid. (hodnfgear difor piyav, cp. Luke ii. g
ii. square stones. Cp. 1 Kings vi. 36, vii. 9; Isa. ix. g; called in Hebrew M2 “28; not J¥nm vax (* hewn
stomes '), which were smaller, and nol necessarily * square
14. Bethsura. Sce note on v, 29,
165, Friend. Sece note on il 18,
15 King . . . greeting! A Greek formula which often occurs in 1-2 Mace. ; the Hebrew equivalent for ‘ greeting”
would be B2 ¢ Peace ',
19. a mighty man of valour. A very freq O.T. expression, b iz,
zo. high-priest. This office had been vacant for seven years, i. e. since the death of Alcimus,
a purple robe and a crown of gold. Cp. %1 88, xix. 43 ; Esther wiil. 15; Dan. v. 7.
21. the holy garment. ie. the specific high-priestly robe (5‘9?) ; the ‘robe of righteousness ' (Isa. Ixi. 10).
the seventh month.  Tishri, corresponding roughly to October.
the feast of Tabernacles, Called Swdiard (* Booths'); the feast began on the 15th of Tishri, and lasted
;r;lr:n dinys (1w, 8l 5405 nowadays it lasts nine days, and is called * the scason of Rejoicing’ 3 cp. Josephus, - fuiy.
7L b 7
he gathered together forces . . . Jonnthan evidently thought it wisest, in the long run, to trust to himself only,
27 we will recompense . . . These promises were of such an extravagant character that Jonathan would in any
case have reganted them with suspicion ; but he evidently knew the real state of affairs, and foresaw that the doom of
Diemetrius was sealed.
2. the tributes. Thu was the principal burden lnid upon the ?anplc. the poll-tax;: *it was, strict] l:nk
& kandd of trade-tax, o percentage that varier according to the nature of the work m": the means of the mdly\ri nli.‘:g
a personal tax, uniform and unchanging ' (£5 4909, :%er Aristotle, Oeconom. ii. 1. §). )
the custom on salt. A very lurge quantity of salt is deposited upen the marshy land around the Dead Sea
when the annual spring flomls, which cause the sea-level to rise several feet, subside. The tax on this was called
f i) 3 e very words biere used, i . L, rijs s Toi dhés, have been found on an Egyptian ostrakon. See further
:ua 9:.| :‘h:rln jeet of sali-tasey in Valestine under the Scleucidae, Wilcken, Grievkirohe Ostraka ans Aegypten . . .,
e l;l::.d l;wx 4 l.*mm m were nrlgi:‘ally voluntary gifts given to the me_ip*hm afterwards exacted as
' or another i taxes to the Jews see Josephus, Antig. X11. iii. 3, where we are told
of * poll-maney, and the crown tax, and other taxes’ being mml{ted. ) - i *
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the third part of the seed, aad instead of "the hall of * the fruit of the trees, which falleth to me
10 receive, | release (them) from this day and henceforth, so that T will not take (them) from the
sl of Judah, and from the three governments which are added thereunmto from the country ol

and Galilee, *from this day forth and for all time®. And *let Jerusalem bet holy and
32 free, “together with the outlying districts, (regarding)’ the tenths and the tolls.  *1 yield up~
~also my authority over® the citadel which is at Jerusalem, and give (it) to the high-priest®, tha

a3 he may appoint in it (such) men as he shall choose, to keep it And every soul of the Jews that
hath been carricd away captive from the land of Judah mte m{ part of my kingdom, I set at

4 liberty Twithout price’ ; and let all remit the tributes of their eattle also.  And all the feusts, and
the Sabbaths, and new moons, and appointed days, and three days before a feast, *and three Jday-
after a feast®, *let them all be days of immunity and release for all the Jews Uthat are in my king-
35 dom**; and no man shall bave authority to exact (anything) from any of them, or to trouble them
36 concerning any matter.  And let there be enrolled among the king s forees about thirty* thousund men
37 of the Jews, and pay shall be given unto them, as belongeth to all” the king's forces. *fAnd of them
some shall be placed in the king's® great strongholds, and some of them shall be placed over the
affairs of the kingdom?®, which ave of trust ; and let those that are over them, and their rulers, be
from among themselves, and let them walk after their own laws, even as the king hath communded
38 in the land of Judah, And the three governments that have been added to Judaea from the country
ul Samaria® Ylet them be added w Judaea, ¥that they may be reckoned'® 1o be under one mn).
39 that they obey not any other authority than that of the high-priest’.  As for Plolemais, and the fand
pertaining thercto, T have given (it 'as) a gift! w ®the sanctwary that is @™ Jerusilem. for the
40 expenses ¥ that befit” the sanctuary.  And 1 (undertake to) give every year fifteen thousand shokels
41 of silver 7 from the king's revenues®, " from the places which are (most) conveniont ™. % And ali the

rﬂ

rrs o Rlie pes g L) oghgllbey B WY Yund Lremit AV ig & —wSApns =10 the
holy house $¢ 7> v A & paraphrased in S R > ot Sthrec S0 4> Blue
fr>RL 1> 71 ®of the king 34 B +and Galilee Luc ¥ Vet them be reckoned with Judaea S8 1!
Lk g Blu b1, Hlue 0o 2 Eon o Zlue 80> 2t from the king's treasury S8 from the
treasury 12 P P Slie 9 9 Al that is owing to me Slae Fr>7t

30. the seed.  Josephus tAntig. XITL i 3): ‘the fruits (of the field),' cp. v amnpdpera, NIV, x. 6.
half of the fruit .. . A larger proportion of this was appropriated because the produce involved less labour.
the three governments, Cp, xi, 28, 34, called *toparchies’.
and Galilee. This is an erroneous addition ; the three toparchies mentioned belonged o Samaria, cp. 8i- 345 in
ir 38 of this chapter a similar error is made in some MSS,, see critical note there,
and for all time. Cp. ai. 36.

3L let J. be holy. What is meant is made very clear by referring to a rescript of Antiochus 111, the Great,
quoted by Josephus (Aausig. XIL i 4): ‘v shall be lawful for no foreigner to come within the limits of the Temple
round about ; which thing is forbiiden also 1o the Jews, unless to those who, according to their own custom, have
purified themselves, . , , Let them only be permitted to use the sacrifices derived from their forefathers, with which
they have been obliged to make acceptable atonements to God. And he that transgresseth any of these orders, let
him pay to the priests three thousand drachmae of silver,

free, . . . the tenths and the tolls. The reference is to the tithes, and the tax on the revenues of the Temple,
which had been exacted by the Syrian rulers; Josephus makes this clear (Amfig. NHL A, 3): ' 1 also release to you
those ten thousand drachmae which the kings received from the Temple, because they apperntain to the priesis that
minister in that Temple' (cp. also 2 Mace. xi. 3). The Temple dues which were thus taxed were: (1) “the third tof
a shekel for the service of the house of our God ' (Neh, x, 32), which every Israelite of twenty years and upwards had
o pay anoually § origindly it wes o hall=shekel (about one shilling and twopence inllpenny ), tor rich and peor ilike
(Evod. xxx. 14, 1505 but on this ste Schitret, o, f. §ic 1. 2505 12) the votive otferings (op. Lev. axvils e sxis,
22-24; see also Josephus, Antiy, IV, iv. 4) = 0"; and (3) the free-will offerings (M37).  On the whole subject of
thuse offerings see the Mishnic tractate Shedalim,

33 and let all remit, The ' all” must refer to the king's officials, ‘ their cattle ' to the property of Jews ; what is
meant is expliuned by Josephus (Ausip. N AL 3) 2 41 also give order that the beasts belimgiog to the Jews be not
pressed for our service.’

34- days of immunity . . . ie, as the next verse shows, on these days the Jews were to be left unmolested,

I whether as regards the payment of taxes or debls (cp. ¢, 43) or as regards service for the king,
50. And let there be enrolled . . . This would give a stifey 1o the Jews which they hid not hitherto enjoyed ;
Demetrius’ main object was to increase his forces in order to withstand Alexander.
pay. Eoma = the clothing, food, and pay given to mercenary Lroops.

37. and some of them shail Iug:nm 2o Josephus (Aufig. X1V i 3) says : * And some of them | will phice in
%{lﬂmm and some as guards about mine own body, and as rulers vver those thar are in my court;’ op. Awtdy.
Adl.ow 5.0

38. the three governments. Secmmouv.?o.

30 As for Ptolemais . . . As Aloander had waken possession of this (sce o, 1), the promise was merely a bribe
hﬁhu_ Jonathan to attack the rival of Demetrius,

m&ﬂnﬂum . . convenient. i.e those which conld best afford it ; the clause is omitted by the Luviunic
Syriac, and Josephus makes no reference to it _

41. all the overplus. Fairweather and Black are probably right in understanding this to refer to the additional
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I MACCABEES 10. 41-60

overplus ® which the officials paid not in—as (has been done) in former years®—they shall from
42 henceforth give towards the works of the® house ®.  And " beside this®, the five thousand shekels of
sitver, which they used to take from the dues of the sanctuary* “out of the income™ year by
13 year, *¥ this also is released, because it appertaineth ® to the priests that minister”. And wl:omer
shall flee unto the mnrplr that is in Jernsalem, and in all the precines thereof, (because) he oweth
money to the king, or for any other reason. let (such) go fice, together with all, whatsoever they possess,
44 in my kingdom, And for the huilding and renewing of the works of the sanct the expense
17 shall be given also out of the king's revenuc.  * And for the building of the walls t:ll'?ermlh‘.en'l. and
the fortifying thereol round about, *shall the expense be qiven also out of the king's revenue**,
and for the building of the walls (of other cities) in Judaca®,
40 Now when Jonathan and the people heard these words, they gave no credence unto them ®, nor
received they rthem i hecause they remembered the great evil that he had done in Israel, and that
7 he had afflicted them very sore. And (moreover) they were well pleased with Alexander, because
he was the first that spake ®words of peace® unto them, and they remained confederate with him
always.
4 .f\l,l&] king Alexander gathered together "great forces', and encamped over against Demetrius,
A A the twe Kings joined battle. and the army of Alexander® fled, and Demetrius" followed after
za him ', and prevailed against them.  And he continued the battle * obstinately until the sun went
down ; and Demetrius fell that day.
st And Alexander! sent ambassadors to Ptolemy, king of Egypt, ®according to these words™,
d¢ saving - Formsmuch as [ am retumed to my kingdom, and am set on the throne of my fathers, and
have gotten the dominion, and have overthrown Demetrius, tand have gotten possession of our
a3 country *—vea, 1 joined battle with him, and he and his army were discom%lcd by us, and we" sat
54 upon the throne of his kingdom,—let us now establish amity *one with the other?; and pive me
nen e davghiter too wife : and 1 will make affinity with thee, and will give both thee and her gifts
snworthy of thee!  And Piolemy the king answered, saying ' : * Happy is the day wherein thou didst
ateretuirn into the land of thy fathers. and didst sit upon the throne of their kingdom. And now will
1 de to thee (according to) the things which thou hast written. But meet (me)* at Ptolemais, that
57 we may see one another ; and T will make affinity with thec *even as thou hast said?,’ And Prolemy
went out of Fgypt, he and Cleopatra his daughter, “and came unto Prolemais, in the one hundred
s#and sisty-second year®: and he bestowed on him his daughter Cleopatra, and celebrated her |
marriage at Plolemais with great pomp, as the manner of kings is. i
50 6o And king * Alexander wrote unto Jonathan, that he should come to meet him. And he™ went

*nations Luc B Ythisbkuc "YU 71 Y4asinformeryears AV S571 3L wows Bl a5 o rys7
o8 S el ®honse 1y g3 Slue € [ Slie = 7¢ 4 Jerusalem 64 Lo N T f-Call the |

forces & and many 19 g3 B Demetring N2, 68V g 6y b Alesander 8°® V 19 64 Lthem Rea 1o Shue

X 38 15 oanting from kereto year i v, 67 !4 in that day Luc Stue s i | il ¢ ° [ Luc !
¥ ¢ with him A with them 8 92 R 1971 gy Sl > ® exprossed in REM 19 g3 LS

b} > * Junarhan Luc

yearly subsidy granted for the Temple service out of State funds, and regalarly paid (*as in former years ') under the
Persians, Prolemies, and Seleucidue, prior to Antiochus Epiphanes.
the works of the house. i.c. lﬂc affiirs of the Temple, se¢ preceding note.
42, the five thousand shekels of silver, which . . .  This item has already been dealt with in 7, 31.
dues. Text reads ypeudr = Y208, corrupt for * rJGen. Editor).

435, shall flee unto the temple, Jewish law granted the right of asylum only to those who had committed murder
accilenally - e places of asylum were the altar in the Temple, and the six citics of refuge (cp. Exod.sxi. 145 1 Kings
L 30, 1128, 29),

44. for the building . . . Cp. Esra vi, & vii, 20,

40. they gave no credence. The promises were far too extravagant to inspire confidence.

47. the first. apyysy boehe took a higher place in their estimation,

4% 50. This laconic account can only gc understond by the aid of Josephus, who says (Antig, XIIL ji. 4): *And
whon @ was oome o lattle, the left wing of Demetrius put those wha opposed them to fight, and pursued them
A great way, aod dew many of thein, and spoiled their camp.  But the right wing, where Demetrius happened to be,
wier bten @ aned as fur all the rose. they rn away.  Bue 1 jus fouglit ageously, and slew a great many of
the enving 1 It ws b swas in pirsuit of the rest, s horse carried him into a deep bog, where it was haed to get out,
aml thew mﬂﬂl. that upin his loese's fulling diwn, he could not escape being killed ; for when his eneniies saw
whit Yiad | i L, they retarned back, and encompnssed Demetrius round, and they all threw their darts at him;
:::; |;;1:g-v:m5 ‘;Wéaq fomt, fumght bravely ; bue ut length he received so many wounds that he was not able to bear up

Ty .

3. Polemy. “The sisth of the name, surnamed Philometor ; he reigned 180-146 8, C., first under the guardianship

uf ll: mn. [} Ienpm:; and pintly with his h_rm“:iher until 170, when hi'lr.b:mn “ned:u of Egypt. 5 i
] returned to my kingdom . . . s imswlent falsehood en 5o propagated that man;
luzn«l.&luuniwmhﬂhe.;""hnir:r bly the author of 1 Macc. also helieved this, '

54 thy daughter. Cleopatri. the sswe of the | union b Prolemy and his sister, Cleopatra.
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=with pomp to P'tolemais*, and met the two kings, and gave them and their Friends silver and

and many? gifts ; and he found favour in their And there were gathered together

him * -mﬁluﬂfnﬂmautof&ﬂul'.mmummmmmofthchw.m

r complain against him ; the * gave no heed tothem.  And the king * commanded ¥, and they

63 Look off Jonathan's garments, and ¢ him in purple; ?even sodid they do'.  And the king* made

him sit with him, and said unto his princes: ‘ Go forth with him into the midst of the city, and muke

mﬁmﬂﬁm, that no man complain against him concerning any matter!, and let no man trouble

&4 him for any manner of cause,'  And #it came to pass ¥, when they that complained against him* saw

his xh.wy 'according as (the herald) made proclamation !, and (saw; him clothed in purple ¥, that they

65 all fled away. ' And the king showed him ® honout, and wrate ™ him among his Chief Friends. and

66 made him a captain, and governor of a province!. And Jonathun returned "to Jerusalem® with
peace *and gladness®.

X. 67-80. Victory of Fonathan over Apallonius, the gencral of Demetrius 11
lee 15 rewarded by Alexander.

67 And in the one hundred and sixty-fifth year came Demetrivs, the son of Demetrius, out of Crae
o8 into the land of his fathers.  And (when) king Alexander hearvd ithereof) he* was grieved excead-
6y ingly, and returned ' unto Antioch. And Demetrius appointed Apollonius, "who was® over

Coclesyria *, (captain); and he gathered together a great host, and encamped in Jamnia, and ~sent
7o unto Jonathan the high-priest, saying : * Thou alone liftest up thysell against us ; but I am had n

derision and in reproach because of thee, ' And why dost thou vaunt thy power against us in the
71 mountains?*  Now thercfore, if thou trustest in thy forces, come down to us in the plain, and there
72 let us try conclusions with one another, for with me is the power of the cities®, Ask and learn who

I am, “and the rest * (of those) that help us; and they iwill) say, Your® foot cannot stamd befure
73 our fuce ; for thy fathers have been twice put to flight in their own Lind. And now thau wilt not

X XS my ¥ > Siue g3 s a3 DithemA Che A ddop Wl okings N f 1=y
#§ > 71 Sle » Jonathan Luc R  linen A 4=l o1 ma?pointcd §5 | BuSig ey
¥ ihe king 8 9sent 19 rrjeader 5 L' defender 34 * Syrin Slee V71 ® wars iy AR o 3
w > glue l'rh, =M

6o. and he found favour in their sight. A Hebirew expression P332 0 N92) which freguently vecurs il
OT., &g Gen. xxx. 27, xlvii, 25, 29+ | Sam i, 18, &, .

G1. pestilent fellows.  ddue Aotpoi, €p. 1 Sam. xxx, 22 (Sept.) dvgp Aegpde ;1 Sann 1xv. 25 . .. vie defpurer rir
Aowde o . . (OP92 D).

fi2. clothed him in p . Y1t is still the custom of oriental kings to bestow upon State officials, vassals,
governors, amb dors, and scholars, as a mark of honour, not, it is true, e, but a costly parment, called A
.« » and especially also those whom they wish publicly and snl:mnlir to declare mnocent of some charge do they
clothe in gorgeous apparel, and cause them to be led through the royal city* (Grimm) ; references (o the accounts of
travellers are given, Cf, Gen. xli. 43; Esther vii 11. .

63. Chief Friends. There were evidently different grades among the King's Friends, just as in an aristocracy :
Jonathan had already been made a Friend of the King (see i 16).

a captain, and governor of a province, ‘Ermerqyds and pendinyge may be taken as equivalent to military amd
civil governor, . . . It specially deserves notice, that, in spite of Jonathan's appointment as srpuryyds, a Syrian
governor still continued to occupy the citadel of Jerusalem® (Schirer),

66, with peace and gladness. The rehutf which the Helleristic Jews had recelved, and the honours which had
been heaped upon Jonathan, occasioned him outward and inward peace.
67. the one hundred and sixty-fifth year. 137 8.C.

Demetrius. The second, sumamed Nicator. Josephus (Asefp. X111, iv, 2) ndds further that he came with A large
number of mercenary troops, brought to Wim by Lasthenes, a Cretan; and swiled o Cilicia.  He lnd Deen living i
exile in Crete since ze war between his father and Alexander began.

. Anttenive Asoting o Bobsbiin s Sic o), v St it fotommaiiil 46 TAmiodi S, Jossl

6g. Apollonius. According to 'olybies jxsxl. 21, 2), oster-hrot T ) ctrius 1. Josephus
(Aatsg. X111, iv, 2) calls him * Apollenius Daus’, i.e. belonging to the Tahae, 2 great Seythian people who Jed a nomud
life over a large tract of country east of the Caspian Sea, still called Daghestan.

Coelesyrin. i.c. ‘hollow (sniky) Syrin', so called because it included, and was originally restricted to, the
depression between the two Lebanons (cp. Joshua xi. 17 {13397 NPp3, “the valley of Lebanon®): but in the Greek
period it included the whole of eastorn Palestine ; Josephus (Angig. XIV. iv. 51 says that it stretched from *as far as the
tiver Euphrates and Egi;pt *; it i5 in this extended sense in which the nume is here used. It occurs for the first time
in 3 Esdras ii. 17.  Inthe Roman period Coelesyria was again used in the restricted sense, as it was made a separate

Jamnin. See note on iv. 15, . e
72, for thy fathers . . . As Apollonius is writing from -!mnhu?ahuglh i.e. from what was formerly ["hilistine
territory, he {l probably referring 1o lsraelite defeats av the "the Philistines; the two most i nstances
‘were the battle of Aphek, at which the Philistines captured the Ark (1 Sam. iv, 1-21), and the battle of Mount Gillua,
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be able to withstand the horse and such an host as this in the plain, where there is neither stonc
74 Tnor flint 7, nor (any) place” to flee unto™.' Now when Jonathan heard the words of Apollonius, he
wis * moved in his mind*: and he chose out ten thousand men, *and went forth® from Jerusalem ;
75and Simon bis brather met him for to help him.  And he encamped against Jopln; and they of the
city shut him ¢ out, because Apollonius (had) a garrison "in Joppa®; and they® fought against it.
56" And they of the city, being afraid, opened (the gates)’, and Jonathan became master of Joppa.
77 And (when) Apollonius heard (of this), he gathered # an army of three thousand horse, and a great
host, and went to Azotus as though (intending) to journcy on, but "at the same time" moved
78 forward ! into the plain, because he had a multitude of horse, and relied on this. And he* pursued
70 after him ! 1o Azotus, and the armies joined battle®. Now Apollonius had left a thousand horse
so ® behimd him®, hitdlden" | but Jonathan realized that there was an ambushment *bechind him?. And
they surrounded his army, and cast (their)® darts at the people from morning until *late in the
81 afternoon "2 but the peeple stood still, as Jonathan (had) commanded, while the (enemy's) horses
Sz were wonrving (themselves),  And Simon drew forth his host, and joined battle with the phalanx—
=3 fur the hursemoen * were spent—and they were discomfited by him, *and fled. And the horsemen®
were scattered in the plaints and they fled to Azotus, and entered into Beth-dagon, their idol’s tem-
£4 ple”, o save themselves.  And Jonathan burned Azotus, and the cities round about it, and took
85 their spoils: *and the temple of Dagon, * and them that fled into it*, he burned with fire*. And
they that had fallen * by the sword *, with them that were burned, were about eight thousand men.
S0 And from thence Jonathan removed, and encamped against Askalon, and they of the city came forth
57 tomeet him with great pomp.  And Jonathan, with them that were on his side, returned to Jerusalem,
S¥ having many spoils.  And ¥ it came to pass?, when king Alexander heard these things, he honoured
#y Jonathian yet more ; and he sent unto him a buckle of gold, as the use is to give to such as are of
the Kindred of the kings; moreover, he gave him Ekron and all the borders thereof for a possession.

Fro B % iwhither A M tenraged and moved S8 b L Stee  ene Voslue WUyake this refer to the ity
% d gherein Siee *he S8 f And they were afraid and departed from the city it € interposed g3 S'5¢
B S 1led forward A 53 ® Jonathan T.R, § o for battle 8 V = +after him & (exe, Luc) 2 &
L “in a hiding-place T.R. L A expressed in 19 93 " Tevening T.R. the sinking (of #he
ihem) B8 vAng Vi gk B gy Sl Y YSoaggy S wWwand iis (e Zhe ¢2y's) temple A > 71
EESL. s See

when king Saul was slain (1 Sam. xxxi, 1-7).  These were by no means, however, the only occasions on which the
Tsraclites were defeated by the Philistines, and perhaps for this reason Josephus (Antiy. X111, iv. 3) says that these are
the very men who w/rays eenquered thy progenitors’, though this, again, is a gross exaggeration, ¢p. e.g. 2 Sam. v.
17-21, when David defeated them at the battle of Baal-perazim (2 Sam. viil. 1 1 Chron. xviil, 1, &c.p.

h? j.ht_leﬂh:r stone nor flint, An exaggerition, to emphasize the contrast between the mountainous country and
the plain, < i 3o

75. Joppa. The modern Jaffa, 31 miles from Jamnia: its chiel importance lay in its harbour, which was the best,
though not an ideal one, on the coast of Malestine; ¢p. 1 Mace. xik 33, 34, xiil. 11, xiv. 5, 34, xv. 28-30, 35; 2 Macc.
X 3=%

77- Azotus. Sce note on iv, 15.

but . . . moved forward. With the purpose of enticing Jonathan out.
75 hidden. Lit. *in secret’, Josephus, more explicitly, *in a gully.”
do. realized. Lit. ' knew ', presumably by means of spies.
cnst (their) darts. * Shot their arrows ' (Hebr 1 8%, as in, e.g. 1 Sam. xx. 36).

#1. but the people stood still. This is c.-xtvhincd by Josephus, who says that Jonathan commanded his army *to
st i W sspoare buattle ey '3 thiy covered themselves with their shiclds, against which the enemy hurled their
nussiles in vain

£2. Simon drew forth his host. Evidently having been held in reserve all this time,

§3 Beth-dagon. Dagon was one of the chief gods of the Philistines (cp. Judges xvi, 23, 24; 1 Sam, v. 1-5), whose
worship they took over when they fiest entered into the land ; his name occurs on the Tell-el-Amarna tablets, and has
walstn buen bl s rilied on e walls of the temple of Mukair in southern Babylonia.  Although it cannot be proved
that Diggon was o tish-godd, it is probuble that this was the case, though Philo Byblius speaks of him as a corn-god
{deriving the name from 137 *corn", instead of 37 *fish’).

£4. the cities . . . |osephus, more correctly, * the villages aboat i’

&6. Askalon. (e f tie five chief cities of the Philistines (Joshua xiii, 3), lying on the coast between Ashdod ami
Giaza ; the modern Ardaliin, ‘5

£8. he honoured . . . yet more. mpooifiro Sofdoni, n Hebraism (2 ADY).

5. a buckle of mﬂ Cio sl 38, siv. 445 the golden huckle and the p;luple robe (see w. 21) were only worn by
the most distinguis of the kingdom, or by * the kindred of the kings'.

- ::drm. ““I_'hu et purtherly of the Clief Plulistine cities ; iv lay between Ashdod and Jamnia towards the east;
i ern Ak,
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XL ov-1g. Alliance between I'Muy VT and Demetrivs 11, ro.mlfugv in the doconfull of
Alexander Balas,  Demetrins becomes king of Syria,

1 And® the king of Egypt gathered together ‘great forces, as the sand which is by the sea shore
~ (for multitude), *and many ships®, and sought to make himself master of Alexander's kingdam by
= deceit, and to add it to h:sown kingdom. And he went forth into Syria with® words of peace ; and

they of the cities opened unto him (the gates), and met him, and king Alexander’s command was
3 that they should meet him, because he was his father-in-law.  Now when * Prolemy entered into the
4 cities”, he placed in each city! his forces (“for) a garrison®.  And when he came near 1o Azotus, they

showed him the temple of 1D (which had been) burned with fire, "and Azotus, (which) together
with the suburbs thereof, Mﬁm pulled down, and the bodies scattered about, and them that had
been burned, 'whom he had burned! *in the war®, for they hid made heaps of them in his way
5 And they 1uhl the king what things Jonathan had done, in order to cast blame on him ; and ﬁle
o king' held his peace. And Jonathan met the king™ “with pomp® at Joppa, and they saluted one
7 another, and they slept there. ¥ And Jonathan went with the king“ as far &s the river "that is called®

Eleutherus, and returned to Jerusalem.

8 Dt King Prolemy migde himself master of the cities upon the sei const, unto Seleucia *which is by
g the sea'. and he devised evil devices concerning Alexander.  And he sent ambassadors unty king

Demetriuy, saying : ‘' Let us make a covepant with one another, and | will give thee (ta wile) my
10 daughter whom . lexander hath, and thou shalt reign over thy falhur's kingdom; for | have repented
11 that 1 gave my daughter unto him, for he sought to slay me.” " But he cast blame on him (thus),
12 becanse he coveted his kingdom®.  And taking his daughter (from Alexander), he gave her to
13 Pemetrius, and "was estranged from Alexander®, and their emmity became manifest.  And Ptolemy

XL %+ Prolemy 71 B-ban army B2 e B! A speaking ¥ " ® he entered into the cities of
Plolemais A V ®¢* f of them Slve # #to guard (77) X2P V 55 hh> 71 “twho had been killed B!
ko kwith fire ¢ ! 4wentforth and 55 + when he heard it 3¢ " ®him 71 583> 71 @@ And they went 71
L= 0 >R * *and to nbtain my kingdom L L2 TR, : Alexander changed his fice A it became
known unto Alewander ¥

XL 1. the king of Eg]_ypl Frolemy VI, Philometer, cp. x, 5

as the san or this lﬂ.qmnlly used O.T, uum;a!m: et Joshua sb 4 Judges avil, 125 1 sam, xiil 5,
xvii. n. Ke.

by deceit. Lp., on the other hand, Josephus (Ansig. X111, iv. 1), according to whose account Ptolemy came in
perfect good faith.

4. the suburbs thereof. Cp. xi. 61,

5. held his peace, Soas not to commit himself either for or against Jonathan.

6. met the king. Cp. . B6, whene owwivmpous is used in the sense of a meeting for the purpose of submitting
onesell (Kautzsch) ; the verb here used is evearav, cp. Gen. glvi. 28 (Sept.) where this verb is used in the sense of
mu'_hng some ane with the purpase of showing honour to him | Jacob sending {udah 1o Joseph),

Eleutherus. The modern Nakr af-Kebir, the most important river in Phoenicia; it rises in the Lebanon and
teachu the sea a little north of Arka; jlnnnllmn therefore accompanied Ptolemy for a- considerable distance.
Turckardt {Tﬁﬂ'dt in Syrie and the Hofr and, p. 161 ) says s * It is a large torrent, dangerous at this period of the
year (March) from its rapidity. The Hamah caravans have been known o remain encamped on its banks for weeks
together, without being able to cross it.’

8. Seleucin which is by the sea. Five miles north of the spot where the Orontes flows into the sea ; one of the
four mast important cities of northern Syna; the port of Antioch, which was sixteen miles di ; it was founded by
Selevcus 1 Nicator (reigned 312-280 B, L), the founder of many cities.  Mentioned in ¢ jon with the missi ¥
journey of Paul and Barnabas, Acts xiii, 4.

. sent . . . unto king Demetrius. He was presumably in Cilicia ; cp. «. 67, and % 14, where it is said that the
people aof Cilicia had revolted against Alexander.

10, for he sought to slay me. The vccasion of this s nol mentioned in pur Book; the author was biassed in
favour of Alexander because of the lrmdship helmtn I'nm and Janathan: but Diodorus tdoes not reler to it either, he
says that Prolemy only turned against Al o d what @ hopeless wenkling he was (cp. Grimm),
On the other hand, Josephus refurs to the nccumnre iu a cmumsmmml manner (Anay, XL v 6] But a< Prolemy
was 4t Pralemais, lie was very near to o most unexpected destruction, for a treacherous dw:n wad laid for his life by

lexander, by means of Ammonius, who was his friend ; and as the tm.hu-ry was wrz,&m Frolemy wrote o
Ahmdet.an required of him that he should bring A to ¢ ing him what sparcs
hdhmhld&nhmbya\m&,mddulm\g:htbe ight be accordingly pumished for it. But when Alexander
ﬂiduﬂlcl::.‘mpwuuh his demands, he perceived that it was he himsell who had laid the design” It is difficult 10

here was not some truth in Prolemy's ion,
nl;;nnllhm...'rhum;wuly beumliemu uhnrmnugnzadﬂ?{uldh;‘hm
daughter in martiage 10 Alexander? A or quarrelling have been in the tirst
m-. ind Tnbendid 1o Saiee the Kingom. It oo moee Ukady (bt & wad the proot of Alsauder's

mﬂammd?lohmy‘sdﬁmtmwmdwkmgdmfmmhm
107



I MACCABEES 11. 13-33

entered into Antioch, and put on himseli the diadem of Asia; so he (now) had put two diadems

upon his head, the diadem of Fgypt and that of Asia. .
1s  But king Alexander was in Cilicia at that season, 'because they of those parts were in revolt'.
13 And Alexander heard of it.and he came against him in war: and Ptolemy led forth* (his host)”, and
16 met him with a strong force, and put him to flight.  And Alexander fled into Arabia, *that he might
17 be sheltered there; but king Prolemy was exalted”.  And Zabdicl the Arabian took off Alexander's
18 head, and sent it to Prolemy.  And king Prolemy dicd the third day (after); and they that were in
19 his strongholds wese slain “by them that dwelt in the strongholds®.  And Demetrius became king

in the one hundred and sixty-seventh year,

XL 26 37.  Fonathan sccures the favour of Demetrins I1.

s Im those diys Jomathan pathered together *them of Judaea® to take the citadel that was in

o1 Jerusalem : ind he made many engines (of wari against it And *certain ones that hated their® own

nation®, men that transgressed the Law, went unto the king, and reported unto him" that Jonathan

22 was besieging the citadel, And {when) he heard it he was angered : but immediately “on hearing it®

he set forth and came to Ptolemais, and wrote unto Jonithan that he should not besicge it*, and that

3 he <hould mect him aml speak with him at P'tolemais with all speed.  But when Jonathan heard {this),

he commanded (that the citadel should continuer to be besieged ; and he chose (certain) of the elders

2y of Istacl sndd of the priests® and put himsell in peril, and taking silver and gold and raiment, and

2z divers presents besides, went to Ptolemais unto the king.  And he found favour in his sight. And

26 certuin Laowless men of them that were of the nition mide complaints against him ; but the king did

wite him even as his prodecessors id done unto him®, and exalted him in the sight of all his Friends®,

sy and confirmed hin in the high-privsthood, and whatsoever other honours he had before!, and gave

ax him pre-eminence among his Chief Friends.  And Jonathan requested of the king, that he would make

udaca! and the three provinees of the country of Samarial free from tribute; and he* promised him

2¢ "three hundred! taleats,  And the king consented, and wrote letters unto Jonathan conecerning all these
things after this manner _

3o, 3¢ King Demetrius unto his) brother Jonathan and unto the nation of the Jews, greeting ; The copy

of the letter which we wrote unto Lasthenes our ™ kinsman concerning you, we have written also unto

13 13 ¥ul that ve may see v, King Demetrius unto Lasthenes (his) father, greeting ;. We have determined

Lt %7 ¢ @ went forth 55 Shie S expressed in 8¢ Luc st xS EF I Ylsmel 31 159
Sour X* Pasayinglec °E> 71 4 the citadel ¥ * Luc “JewsX > ¢  fiand glorified him with
great glory 55 Eenemies L' ¥ <and exalted him 19 2 Slue Ildamaea 64 I Reading, with Griwon,
rof Tapopainder for ea rav Eaunprge k lhl.‘y A Ehhirty 35 myour N A"

13.. « . entered into Antioch. Cp. Diodorus (quoted by Knabeabauer), who says that Hierax and Diodotus,
who had been left in charge of Antioch by Alexander, gave up his cause as hopeless, and induced the people of
Antioch to offer the crown and kingdom to Ptolemy, !

Asin, Not the Raman provisce of this name, which was formed in 133 1. ¢, and included Mysia, Lysia, Caria,
the western part of Phrygia, tyether with the Dorian, lonian, and Aeclian coast-cities, with the islands lying off the
const | Ramsay, in MUK, ¢.v.): noe the continent; but the Asia as understood after it had been reduced about
283 1, and when the pame Asia was ' restricted to the coast-cities and the lower valleys of the Maeander, Cayster,
Hermus, and Caicus ' (Kamsay),

15, and met him. According to Straboe, Ptolemy attacked Alexander at the river Oenoparas, on the plains of
Antioch { schuzer, o, o2, i 1, p, 244).  Josephus says that Prolemy was accompanied by Demetrius,

17. Zabdiel. ‘A prince among the Anibians® (Josephus).  The name occurs on a Palmyrene inscription (A 1. 155)
i"r: the form Zabd-ila { Waddington, inscriptions grecques et fidines de la Syrie 35905 cp. G. A: Cooke, North Sewilic

mIcH P, peo272). _ y

18, . . . died the third day (after’. [oscphus (An#fg. X111 iv. §) says that Prolemy was thrown from his horse in
the battle, and wounded in ;he head by his enemies; he was unconscioss for four days, but partially recovered on the
nith, and died ‘a litthe while after’,

they that were in his strongholds. Cp. 1. 3.

15. the one hundred and sixly-seventh year. i.e 145 B.C.

21, men that transgressed . . . Ason several other occasions, it was the renegudes of their own race who were
the worst enemivs of the [ewish leaders, '

24. he found favour in his sight. For the Greek phrase cp. Sept. of Gen. vi. 8, aviii. 3, sxx, 27,

26, ns his predecessors had done . . . Cp. x. 6, 18-20, 25 T, 61-65.

27. confirmed him in the high priesthood. Cp. x. 0.

25, the three provinces . .. Cp . 30, and especially 31, 34; these provinces had been taken from Samaria ;
the reading eni rje £ irnr, though supported by all MSS. and Versions, cannot be right, see crit, note.

2g. after this manner. With the Greek cp. 2 Mace. i 24

30. unto (his) brother. Cp, . 18, 25, _

3'. Lasthenes our kinsman. Cp. Jorephus (Augiy, N v, 30, where it is safd that it was Lasthenes, the C
who brought o great pumlier of mercenary soldiers 10 Demetrigs,  * Kinsman®, like *brother® in 2. 30, 8 a title
hemone § the same §s the case with " father* in the next verse | cp. Améig. XIL i, 4, where Antiochus 111 addresses
Zeuxis, the geneml of his forces and his *intimate friend ', as * father ", '
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I MACCABEES 11, 33-42

1o do good to the nation «mgwwmﬂmmmmm what is just toward us, because
¥ -good will toward us,  We have confirmed unto them, therefore, the districts of Judaen, and
: anummmgd’ Aphuerema®, and Lydda, and Ramathaim—ithese) were added unto Judaea
n the country of Samaria—and all things appertaining unto them, for all such as do sacrifice in
_Jerusalem, instead of the king's® dues which the king received of them yearly aforetime frem the
"E@ﬂnnnfthnhndud the fruits of trees.  And as for the other “fﬁ‘ which appertain unto us,
from henceforth, of the tenths and the tolls *that appertain to us”, *and the saltpits, and the crowns
36 that appertain to us®, all these we will bestow upon them”  * Aned not one of these things shall be
37 annulled? from this time forth and for ever,  Now therefare be careful 1o make a copy of these things,
and let it be given unto Jonathan, and let it be set upon the holy mount in a fitting “and conspicucus
place”

XL 38-53 Fonathan assists Demetrius in opposing Tryphon.

3% And (when) king Demetrius saw that the land wius quict before him, and that no resistance was
made to him*. he sent away all his forces, each man ta his own place, except the *forcign forces™.
which he had raised from the isles of the Gentiles—and (therefore) all the forees *of his fathers®

g were inimically disposed towards him,.  Now Tryphon was of those who aforetime had been of
Alexander's part, and he saw that all the forces murmured agninst Demetrius, and he went to

40 Imalkue? the Arabian. who wis nourishing up Antiochus, the young child ‘of Alexander?, *and
pressed sore upon him that he should deliver him unto him®. that he might wign” in his fathers
stead ; and hes told him all that Demetring had done. and the hatred wherewith his forces hated
him ; and he abode there many days.

41 And Jonathansent unto king Demetrius, that heshould cast out of Jurusilem them of the citadel,

42 and them that were in the strongholds ; for they fought against lsmel continually . And Demetrins

sEphtaim £ >R r>SL rP>7 s EW s She saweremitunto them . tinom
0o 1y Slie ¥ ¥ w W Ee Ll | ¥ Malchns B* 3% = Josephus LA LR i
" make him king Luc ¢ they A A L etters 71 L% 1}

\v;“- Aphaerema. ie. Ephraim (2 Sam. xiii, 23}, or Ephron (2 Chron. xiii. y) : according to Josephus (He/l, Tud.
IV, ix. g) it lay not far from Bethel, % . . he took liethel and Ephraim, two small cities! Cp, also Jubn xi. 54 (see
further, Robinson, Aerearider iu Palesting, i, pp, 67 ).
L Lod in Hebr., afterwards called Diospolis, the modern Ludd ; between Joppa and Jerusalem ; one of the
ies of Judaea, according to Josephus (fell. fud. 11 xx. 4). )

Cp. 1 Sam. 1. 1, where it is called Nawmatharm Zophim (bor see Dviver, Notes on the Hebrew Text
of ‘the Books of Sawi., in loc.), and located on Mount Ephriim ; the usual form of the name is Aa-Remak (*the
ln;i’.;hl i which i, howeyer, to by @iferentiated from the Runah belonging to the tribe of B 1 Juerumidum
It is probably to be identificd with the modern Jeit Rina, north-east of Lydda, in the neighbourhood of Thamna;
this agrees with the accounts of Llusebius and Jerome (see Schurer, o ¢if. 1. 1, p. 2461

from the country of Samaria. Cp. x. 30, x1. 28
as do sacrifice in . . ;. i,¢ the privilege is for the orthodox Jews ; the *transgressors of the Law ', as well as the
Samaritans living in the three provinces, are excluded.
instend of . . . The teut is clearly not in order, something having dreopped out ;i Josephus (Ansgy, X111 v, 9)
it says: *1 remit to them the three provinces . . . as also what the kings, my predecessors, received from those that
sacrifices in Jerusalem, and what are due from the fruits: of the earth, and of the rees; and whatever else
belongstous . . .'; cp. X 2G-3t.
35. See notes on % 2, 30 _
all these . . . It is noteworthy that there I8 no mention about the siege of the citadel in Jerusalem (57 30-23);
presumalily the sicge wits raised in considesation of sl these Concessions ; the Syrum g s, terelive, still remuined
n n,
37. a copy. On tables of brass, ¢p. viii. 22, )
| ' 538.'"'- oreign forces . . . from .. . From Crete and from the other islands (Josephus), Le, of the Grecian
rehipelago.
were inimically disposed. The real reason for this was their loss of pay ; Josephus (Anrtdiy, XI1L iv. ) says
that the kings befire this used to give pay 2o the suldiws in time of peace, * that they might have ther goodwill, and
that they might be fully prepared to undergn the difficultics of wae, when any sccasion should it This
short-sightedness of Demetnius s only to be explaned by the natural slothiful which o have been
characteristic of him ; cp. Justin, sxovis 1. 8, g, referred to by Grimm,
ﬁm. W )'I}iutlmu, who was also called Teypho, un Apaimacan by hirth, a commander of Alexander's:
rces osephus),
~ Imalkue the Arabian. On a I'slmyrenc inscription (A 1. 162) the name Mi/ibe 1359) occurs ide Voyad. Lr
Nyrie Centrale, §) ; on another of later date In. b 2430 we have Zabdeia the son of Motk the o of 3, N
17 {Vogié, 15; cp. (5 A, Cooke, wp. i, pp. 276, 275 |0 [oscphus the firm is Malchus, so alio the Syriac and
‘one Latin V Schiirer leg. ot i, 1. 247) reters to Noldeke, in Luting's Nebetirache Trs Ariften, p. 74, where
a Palmyrene inscription is given in which the name 1250 (  Imalku) occurs; Diodorus gives lamblichus, which
also is nothing else than 120w,
~ _41....that he should cast out . .. Nothing could hetter illustrate the broken power of the Seleucidae, and
‘the way in which Jonathan was able, in consequence, 1o draw advantage from it,
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45,

1 MACCABEES 11. 42-63

sent unto Jonathan, saying : * [ will not only do this for thee and thy nation, but I will ,Fmﬂyhm
43 thee fand thy nation”, if 1 find favourable occasion. Now therefore thou shalt do well, if thou send me
44 men who shall fight for me; for all my forces are revolted.” And Jonathan sent him* three thousand
valiant men unto Amioch, And they came unto the king ; an kinf was Flu:l at their coming.
45 And they of the city gathered themselves together 'into the midst of the city”, to the number of a
46 hundred and twenty thousand men ; and they were minded to slay the king”. And the king fled
into the palace, and they *of the city® scized 'the thoroughfares of the city', and began to fight,
47 And the king called the Jews to (his| aid®, and they were gathered together unto him *all at once®;
and they dispersed themselves *in the city *; and they slew that day to the number of a hundred
49 thousand.  And they set the city on fire, and got many spoils " that day *, and saved the king. And
(when ) they of the city saw that the Jews had made themselves masters of the city 9 Fas they would",
39 they waxed faint iin their hearts “and cried out to the king with * supplication, saying : * Give us (thy)
a1 right hind, and let the Jews cease from fighting against us and the city.' And they cast away their
arms !, and made peace.  And the Jews # were glorified in the sight of the king, and before all that
52 were in his kingdom® “: and they ™ retumed to Jerusalem, having many spoils.  And (when) kin%:
53 Demetrivs wis seated on his throne of his kingdom (arg'ain}, and the land was quict before him, he
liedd i adl that he had spoken. and estranged himsell from Jonathan and recompensed (him) not
{7 acvovding to)* the benefits with which he (had promised to) rccompense him * | but he afflicted
him sore.

XL 54-74. Lriendskip betiveen Fonathan and Antiochus 11,

Now after this Tryphon retursed, and with him the young child Antiochus; and he reigned, and
55 put on a dicdem. And there were gathered unto him all the forces which Demetrius had sent away
56 in disgrace; and they fought against him, and he® fled, Pand was*< put to rout™ *And Tryphon
a7 ook the clephants?, and became master of Antioch. And the young Antiochus wrote unto
Jomathan, saying : * | confirm unto thee the high-priesthood, and appoint thee over the four govern-
a4 ments, and to be one of the king's Friends.  And he sent unto him golden vessels and furniture for
the table, and gave him leave to drink in golden vessels, and to be clothed in purple, and to have
a0 & godden buckle.  \nd his brother Simon he made governor (over the district) from the Ladder of
tio Tyrve unto the borders of Egapt. And Jonathan went forth, and took his journey beyond the river,
and through the cities; and all the forces of Syria gathered themselves unto him for to be his
e confederates, And he came to Askalon, and they of the city met him honourably. And he
departed thence to Gaza, and they of Gaza shut him out ; and he lay siege unto it, ®and burned the
fia weiburbs thereof with fire wnd spoiled them: And they of Gaza made reguest unto Jonathan, and
he gave them his pight hand. and took the sons of their princes for hostages; and sent them away to
Jerusalem.  And he pased through the country as far as Damascus.
63 And Junathan heard that Demetrius’ princes were come to Kedesh, which is in Galilee, with

Frs 2 #of them A 55 64 63 L 1 17h 5o B 14 Demetrius 64 43 kks g3 Gt 93
Bpalace WP Bus s ggBlGER.  wes gr R e 71 e8> N (hab Ny Fr g * 4+ much 64
' < and pave bim their right hand Slee. wos, o0 v ofand they were named in his kingdom 8 L' *the Jews 71
LT > RG3 ® cxpresizid in N " Demetrius 64 93 LELE = A © they were X > A
* #and they burmed it §= Fsaw B!

43. nll my forces are revolted. According to Josephus (Ansig. XTI, v, 3), the inhabitants of Antioch revolted,
bt all the troops which Dlemetrius had not dismissed (see v, 38) remained faithful to him; *he took the mercenary
soldigrs wineh be had with him . . . and assaulted the Antiochians.'

45- a4 hundred and . . . This Is an evident exaggeration, 5o too the number of the slain, 7, 47,

45, they set the city on fire. Josephus ndds that the houses were close together, and mostly built of wood.

44 they waxed faint in their hearts. For the Greek cp. Isn. vil. 4, Sept. (Grimm),

3. afflicted him sore.  Josephus, more specitically, says that e threatened that he would make war upon him
unless he would pay all the tribute which the Jewish nation owed to the first kings ' (i ¢. of Syria).

57- the four governments. i.e. Judaea and the three governments mentioned in 7. 34.

58 clothed in purple, . . . golden buckle. See notes on x. 20, 62, 80,
hs:; the Ladder of Tyre. Cpi, Josephus (Hedl, Zudd. Thox 21, who says it is a bigh hill, @ hundred stadin north of

memats,

fo. beyond the river. spar toi morausi = W1IN 3Y, i€, the territory this side of the Euphrates from the point
of view of the Leselites, that side of the Euphrates fram the point of view of the Babylonians (cp. 1 Kings v, 4) ; the
refirenon here i, therofure, teSyra g op, the words in this verse, ‘uil the forces of Syria gathered themselves unto him.!

Askalon. Sce nole on x. B6.

61, Gaza. The southernmost of the five chief Philistine cities, the modern Giuzzed.

62, Damascus,  The wodorn £ok-Siup | it lies 120 miles north-east of Jerusalem, nnd 200 miles south of Antioch.

63, Kodesh. Cpo Joslion salo 325 Judges iv. 6, 11: sitwted on the northern frontier of Palestine, among the
montgins of Naplial.  Joseyibus speaks of it as belonging w0 the Tyrians (Bedl. Jied, 1Loxviii. 3, IV, i 3)5 it still
retains jis ancient name. .
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I MACCABEES 11. 64—12. g

m%t&ﬁﬂiq{mm him from his purpose; and he went to meet them, but
in the country. And Simon encamped against® Bethsura, and fought
o it many days, and shut it" up; and they made request to him that he would give them his
right hand, and he gave it to them ; but he put them out from thence, and took possession of the
xdty;lﬂl set a garrison over it.  And Jonathan and his army encamped at the water 'of Gennesar ',
48 and early in the morning got them to the plain of Hazor®. And, behold, an army of strangers
et him ! in the plain, and they laid an ambush for him *in the mountains, but they themselves met
“tg (him) ® face to face, But they that lay in ambush ® rose out of their places, and j battle ; ancd
70 all they that were of Jonathan's side fled; not one of them was left, ex Mattathias the son of
71 Absalom, and Judas the son of Chalphi, captains of the forces. And | an rent his clothes, and
72 put carth upon his head, and prayed. And he turned again unto them in battle, and put them to
7arout, and they fled. And (when) they of his side who were flecing saw it, they returned unto him,
T4and pursued (them) with him unto Kedesh to their camp; and they encamped there. And there
fell of the strangers "on that day" about threc thousand men. And Jonathan returned unto
Jerusalem,

XIL 1-38. Fonathasn renesvs lis alliance with Rowme, and cnters iuto a league woith the
Spartans. e defeats the followers of Demetrins.

12 1 And Jonathan saw that the time served him, and he chose men, and sent them to Rome, w confirm
z and renew the friendship that they had with them,  * And to the Spartans, dnd to other places, he

a sent letters after the same manner®.  And they "went unto Rome, and " entered into the senate
house, and said : * Jonathan the high-priest, and the nation of the Jews, have sent us, to rencw for

4 them the friendship and the confederacy, as in former time®.'  And they gave them letters unto (the
wovernors) of every place, that they should bring them on their way to the land of Judah in peace.

5. 6. And this is the copy of the letter which Jonathan wrote to the Spartans: * Jonathan the high-priest 4,
aned the Council *of the nation ¥, and the priests, and the rest of the people of the Jews, unto their

7 brethiren the Spartans, greeting ! Even before this time were letters sent unto Onias the high-priest
from Arecios’, who was reigning among you. (to the effect) that ye are our brethren, as the copy

8 (here) underwritten showeth,  And Onias treated honourably # the man that was sent®, and received

9 the letters, wherein declaration wis made of confederacy and friendship,  Therefore we also—albeit

¥in A 64 Slee 5 them Luc B! Slur LS k Nazor A V 5564 Ithem 535 7 moms, Glo
Wexpressed in s 0 o> R

XNIL %% >n LA @ . and they that were in Rome welcomed them 19 g3 SWe 4 4 of the nation A
il L] P! = Josephus; alf other uttthorities read Dareios ¥ Hthose who were sent B! bgave 71

his purpose. i.e. of helping Antiochus.
65. Bﬂil";urn. See note or iv. 29,
67. the water of Gennesar. i.e, the lake of Gennesareth ; the name occurs here for the first time,
the in of Hazor. Cp. Joshua xi. 1, xii. 19, xix. 36; Judges iv. 2; 1 Sam. xil.g; 1 Kingsix. 155 Josephus
(Angig. V. v. 1) says it was near the lake Semechonitis, or Merom ; it lay. thercfore, right in the north of Falestne.
74. three thousand. Josephus says two thousand (Awfig. XI1L v. &)

XIL 1. he chose men, i e. Numenius and Antipater, see v, 16, xiv. 22,

to confirm . , . Cp. viii. 17 ff,

2, and to olhel;?hm It is not specified either in this book or in Josephus what these ‘other places* were,

¢. the Council of the nation. This ermmsie 18 mentioned as being already m existenve in the time of Antiochus
the Great (cp. Josephus, Antig. X1L iii, 3); the earliest reference to it is, however, 2 Chron. xix. 8. It developed later
into the Sanhedrin, a name which ocours for the first time in the reign of Hyrcanus 11 (ep. Axtig. XIV. iz 4). The
hend of this Council wis the high-priest, as the head alsg of the State; i1 exervised judicial and adivimstiative
functions {cp. 1 Macc. xiv, 20). The measure of its authority varied nu-.otd‘m;i)lu the amount uf autonomy gramed Ly
the surerain power ; but its moral influence over the Jews, whether in the Dispersion or in Palestine, was always
very considerable. )

the rest of the people. i Mwwis dipon; Cirimun pointedly remarks that it is probably not without a purpose
that the Greek translator of this bouk alinest inviribly restricts the wse of the word dgues 10 documents sem o or
received from a foreign nation (viil, 29, xiv. 20, 25, %y, 17); his olyect in duing so {s to place on record the fuct that the
Jewish people is one that is free and ind, ent, .

7. Omias. The first of the name, son of Jaddus (Axfiy. X1 viti: 7) or Jaddua (Né¢h. xin 11}, father of the high-priest
Simon 1, the Just. There is great uncertuinty as to his date, some scholars putting it at ahout 320-300 B ., while
others contend for some filty years later ; others, again, place it between these two extremes.

Areios. The first of the nume, who rei over the Spartans l;{;—aé; w. ¢, This is the carrect form of the
noame Arcus.  All Greck MSS. wrongly read Dareios (see crit. note), ‘That Arvios is the right reading is evident from
w the form Oniares occursin ©. 205 Cod & reads there wenupny (= "Ovig "Apns).  The Old Latin Version alone

:
ay preserved the right reading.
8. the man that was sent. Named Demoteles, according to Josephus (4mtig, XUL v, 8).
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1 MACCABEES 12. 10-33

10! we need none of ! these things, having for our comfort the holy books which are in our hands—have
assayed to send that we might renew our brotherhood *and friendship* with you, to the end that we
should not become estranged from you altogether ; for Jong time is passed since ye sent unto us,

11 " We therefore at all times without ceasing, both at our feasts, and on other convenient days, do
remember you in the sacrifices which we offer, and in our prayers, as it is right and meet to be

f’ brethren ; and, moreover, we are glad for your glory'. But as for ourselves, many
= afilictions and many wars ™ have encom us, "and the kings that are round about us have

14 fought against us®.  We were not minded, however, to be troublesome to you, or to the rest of our

15 confederates * and friends, in these wars ; for we have the help that is from heaven * to Ml{a us®, and

1howe have been delivered from our enemies, and Your enemics® have been humiliated. We chose,

 therefore, Numenius the son of Antiochus, and Antipater the son of Jason, and have sent (them)
unto the Romans, to renew the friendship that we had "with them’, *and the former* confederacy®.

17 We commanded themy, therefore, to go also unto you, and to salute you, and to deliver youour letters

18 concerning the renewing ® (ol friendship) and ¥ of our * brotherhood.  And now ye shall do™ well if

1y ye give us an answer thereto,”  And this is the copy of the letters * which they? sent® to Onias:

21 - Areios %, king of the Spartans, to Onias, the chief pricst, greeting! It hath been found in writing,
concerning the Spartans and the Jews, that they are brethren, and that they are Yof the stock® of

22 Abraham ; and now, since these things have come to our knowledge, ye shall do well to write unto us

2y of your prosperity. And we, moreover, do write on our part to you®, that your cattle and goods
arc ours, “and ours are yours. We do command, therefore, that they ¢ make report unto you on
this wise <

2y And Jonathan heard that Demetrius® princes were returned to fight against him with a greater

25 furce than afore, so he removed from Jerusalem, and met them in the country of Hamath; for he

2t gave them no respite to st foot in his country, And he sent spies into their® camp; and they
returned. and reported unto him that in such and such a way they had planned to fall upon him by

27 pight.  But as soon as the sun was down, Jonathan commanded {nis men to watch, and to be in arms,
that all the night long they might be ready for battle: and he sent forth sentinels (and placed them)

28 round about the camp, But (when) the adversaries heard that Jonathan and his men® were ready
for battle, they were afraid and trembled in their heart; and they kindled fires in their camp, ®and

20 departed %, But Jonathan and his men knew it not till morning; for they saw the fires burning.

40 And Jonathan " pursued after them, but did not overtake them ; 'for they had gone over the river

3' Fleutherus.  And Jonathan turned aside (and fought) against the Arabians, who are called Gaba-

4+ dacans, and smote them, and took their spoils, And he set out from thence, and came to Damas-
cus. b and took his journey through all the country.

33 And Simon went forth *, and took his journey as far as Askalon, and the strongholds that were

I Vwe do not put cur trust in 58 k-k> o1 D7y |em s gy L 4 | © +and brethren 8¢
P> 7 B9 Ghey thatare before us Luc 7l "> 38 v op b Slie wms Qe @l vygyp Slee
*yve havedone A 35> 7 Themeafygy R S>U)alowe wamy Wk ZRAY ooand if ye
command anything we will readily fulfil it 71 e B2 12 “his 0k (exe. Luc) Sl E > 82 ffathers &
¥ ¥ Luc £ omdy (= Josephus) b A 115 71 LR 1

¢, the holy books., Cp. i. 56, 57, iii. 48,

15, we have been delivered . . . Cp.iiil. 18 L, iv. 30 fi.. &c.

21. concerning the Spartans and the Jews ... ‘The fiction of a relationship between the Jews and the
Spartins, which constituted the motive for the Spartans to write their letter (1 Macc. xii, 6, 7, 21, ¢p. 2 Mace. v. 9),
was net unheard of during the ern of Helleni Freudenthal, Alexands rﬁdyh’.llw" P 29, note, refers in illustration
and for proof to Stephen of Byzantium under the word "lovdaia . . . e Khaitios ‘lovkios dmi Oldaiov Swagrawr ivis ¢x
Wiy pera Swslros corpareveiror,  Ina decree of the Pergamenes (Josephus, Antig. X1V, xviii. 22) there is also mention
of & relation beiween the Jews and the Pergamenes ’ (Schirer, op. af, i. 1. 251).  On the other hand, as S, A. Cook
and W I Woodhouse (/247 4744) contend : * There is no reason to doubt the fact of diplomatic relations with Sparta
having been sei on foot by Jonathan. For Sparta was too obscure at the time to have suggested itself o a forger
vagen i agnify his bero by inventions of the kind.  Again, the incident leads to no result in the sequel ; the reverse
would lave wended w throw doubt upon the entire episode” The probability is that while the details can scarcely be
regarded as hisorical, the lroad fact of diplomatic relations of some kind between the Jews and the Spartans is to be
acovptusd o trae (soe further, Jude § 73, The Greek legend of the Spartass having been descended from the Phoenicians
mity niel lave leen without influence upon the subject (see, further, Suwle, Geschiohte des Vidbes Jsrael, i, pp. 372 1).
Gramni's important pages (157-191) should, however, also be consulted ; while not prepared to accept tge copy in
1 M, as representing the original document, he holds that since diplomatic relationships were in existence between
the two nations, documents of some kind must have been exchanged.

24. And Jonathan heard . . . The narrative, interrupted by t7. 1-23, is now taken up from xi, 74-

25 Hamath. On the Orontes | the modern Hamah.  Cp. Num. xiii. 213 1 Kings viii. 65.

30 gbme *nlee n!u.; on xi, 7.

3). Gabadaeans. ['robably the small tract of lind, about eight miles h Y £ .
63, S read Zabad ¥ ig north of Damascus, now called Zabdini.

33. Askalon . .. Joppa. Sec noteson x. 73, 86.
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I MACCABEES 12. 34-53

y ncar unto it. And he turned aside to Joppa, and took possession of it, for he had heard that the
mmmmmmemw u?lptoﬂtcmenel' Demetrius ; and he pliced a garrison ther’e'

to
jmmmmthe&hﬁo{thmp}u together ; and he took counsel with
giﬂ!m 1o build strongholds in Judaea, and to make the walls of Jerusalem qulm.md to raise a
mound between the citadel and the city, 'for to separate it from the city'!, ™so that it might be
ﬂ&ﬁhted' othat they (within it) might neither buy nor (they without) sell”.  Aad they were
to build (the city)?; and (a part of) the wall by the brook that is on the east side
fallen down, and ¥ he repaired that which is called Chaphenatha®, And Simon also built Adida
in the plain country, and made it % strong, "and set up gates *and bars**.

XIL 39-53. T capture of Fenathan through ireachery.

39 And Tryphon sought to reign over Asia and to put on himself the diadem, and to stretch forth
40 his hand against Antiochus the kmﬁ And he was afraid lest haply Junathan should not suffer
] him (to do o), * and lest he should t against him*®; so he Ysought a umy' how* to take him,
41 *that he might destroy him®  And he ¥ removed, and came? to Dethshan.  * And Jonathan came
g2 forth® *to mect him* with forty thousand men choesen for battle, and came to Bethshan. And
twhen) Tryphon saw that he came with a great host, he was afraid to stretch forth his hand against
43 him; and he received him honourably, and commended him unto all his Fricnds, **4and gave him
gifts, and commanded his Friends" and his forces 1o be obedient unto him, “as unto himself ",
44 And he said unto Jonathan : * Why hast thou put all this people to trouble, secing there is no war
43 betwixt us?  And now, send them away to their homes, but choose for thysell a few men who shall
be with thee, and come thou with me to Ptolemais, and T'will give itup tothee, ' and the rest ¢ of the
strongholds and the rest of the forces, and all the (king's) officers; then I will return and depart ; for,
46 for this cause did I come”' And he trusted him and did even as he said, and® sent away his
47 forces, and they departed into the land of Judah, But he reserved to himself three thousand men,
48 two thousand 'of whom! he left in Galilee, but one thousand went with him. But when Jonathan
had entered into Prolemais, * they of Ptolemais shut the gates, and* tovk him; and all they that
49 hnd come with him they alcw wlth the sword.  And Tryphon sent forees and horsemen into Galilee,
50 'and ™ into the great plain', to destroy all Jonathan's men,  And they perceived that he was taken
and had perished, and they that were with him ; nevertheless they encouraged one unother, and went
51 on their way close together, ready for war, And (when) they that were following (upon thcm) saw
52 that they were ready (to fight) for their lives, they turned back again.  And they all came in peace
to the land of Judah, and they mourned for }un.tth.m and them that were with him. "and they were
53 sore afraid.  And all® Ismael mourmed ® with a great mourning. And all the Gentiles thit were
round about them sought to destroy them utterly, for they said : ' They have not "a man® (that is)
leader and (who will) help (them) ; " now therefore let us fight against them ", and take away their
memorial from among men.'

115 0t (Aad o) mems 88 pan R (b s“) Sevprissed in R cities VP Phe pulled down the
mound which is called Chesphamlho s 1> A A 1 58 2K ! the younger b % | ¢
¥ was desirous B >R x5 &2 I-¥ came sl:alllnlyv L ~a>6493 B e
’Jm& nea) Vv Lt B4 dds Z0 eelikewise A F>71 ®many A 1 i Jonathan N2 1g g5 Sies
tabout ® A &k Sle V> 21 m> A LBLI 3 | "> AGE Pr>NV 9>

37. the brook that . . . i.e the Kidron. )
natha, The meaning of this word is unknown ; it does not occur eliewhere : Josephus does not mention i1,
38, idn. The Chadid of Ezra ii. ?3. Neh. vii. 37, xi. 34, four miles east of Lydda: Josephus (Anrig. XILL vi. 5)
| says it is *upon an hill, and beneath it Lie the plains of Judaea', The modern ef-Chadite.
(1 the plain country. ZXegphd = the lowland region west of the mountainous country of Judaea,

40. Bethshan. Sec note on v. 52,
41. with thousand men. The number shows how jonathan’s power and i had increased ; it was

not without reason that Tryphon recognized }nnuth:m % pawer to hinder him in his nlmgus tep. . 40). jmphu
Lﬂwlif x#l vi. 1) says that the rcason why Jonathan came with such a large army was because he expected to be

:g For this sense of swwiovgue cp. 2 Mace, iv. 245 Wisd. vii, 147 Rom. xvi. 1; 2 Cor, x. 18 for
references see Schleusner 5.9
49. the great plain. See note on v. 52.
50. had perished. [ut see xiii, 23, though it was natural 1o '&E:omthnhehndhemmmdued.
53. they mourned . . . Cp. ix. 20, xiii. 26; dmis@yoer , . . mi a Hebraism,
They have not . e Lhcnvulkmglwnmw:lemmlywﬂh the Jews ; hitherto the Jewish leader had
managed to have the support of one or other of the claimants to the throne.
against them. This intention does not ap 10 have been carried out.
« « . take away their memorial . . . Cp. i 35, %17
e 113 1



1 MACCABEES 13. 1-20

SimoN MaccaBaevs XIIL 1—XVL 24
XIIL 1-11.  Simeon elected leader.

¢ And Simen heard that Tryphon had gathered together a numerous * host to come into the land of
ls:JMmddumit mmd,p And he saw that the were troubled * and (were) in great fear:

5 50 he went up 1o Jerusalem, and gathered the peog > . and and said unto
them : 'Ye::mm']lwom what things [, m h-mamd "’m'm o
1 the *laws and the sanctuaryd, and the batties " and the distresses * * which we have scen?; by reason
= whered all my brethiren have perished for Tsrael's sake, and 1 alone am left.  And now be it far from
nre that T Fould spae my own Tife in any time of afffiction : *for I am not better than my brethren .
# Houbeit T nill tuke vengrance for my nation, and fur the sanctuary, and for our *wives * children :
+ because all* the Gentiles are sathered together W destroy us of very hatred®”  And the spirit of
% the people. |as so0n a<! they heard these™ words, revived. *And they answered with a loud veice,
wsaying ¥ : * Thou art aur leader instead of Judas and Jonathan thy brethren®.  Fight thou ¥our war®,
12 and 1] thins op shalt sy unto us that will we do.” And he Y gathered together all the men of war,
11 sl made haste te finish the walle of Jerusalem, and fortified v round about.  And he sent Jonathan
the ~on of Abs=aloa, and with Kim a zreas hest, to Joppi: and he cast out them that were therein,
and abode there® fin it %

XL 1224, Simon defeats Tryplon.

12 And Tryphon removed from Ptolemais with a mighty host to enter into the land of Judah; and
14 14 Jenathan was with him in ward. But Simen encamped at Adida, *over against the plain'. And
twhen! Tryphon knew that Simon was risen up instead of his brother Jonathan 9, and meant to join
13 battle with him, he sent ambassadors unto him, saying: ‘[t is for the money which Jenathan thy
inviher owed wnin the king = tressure. by reasen of the offices which he had *, that we hold him fast.

16 And now send a hundred talents of silver, and two of his sons (as) hostages, that when he is sctat
17 liborty he may not revoll from us—and we will set him at liberty.” And Simon knew ™ that they
spnke ® gmre Bir ¥ decetlilly. but s the meney anid the children, lest peradventure he should bring

v upen himse 1 crost hatrad om the gart of the peopie?, jin that they should bel saying ;- Because T sent
19 him not the meney and the children **he perished™.' © And he sent the children ¥ and the hundred
sotalents | and * he? dealt falsely. and did not set Jonathan at liberty. And *after this® Tryphon came
to myade the land 7, and destroy it, and he went round about by the way (that leadeth) to Adora;

N1LL ®great 'S¢ L - eaall®V @ dthe holy laws & e Rt (A ¥V 71 TR, N2
Tdmof % B s V> 3 L Ukarur | for aua =ov) i veference fo people = his 19 o3 Slec
2 £And they sl B "33 55 brother & & PR 9 Simon 64 93 T R (hod MOV 54
P <t il Y V% im the sight of the temple & LS4 | TS 7 * knew not V53 XS oL

Flamel 55 % - [aael Lo 23R SEL S8 An 556y Eres it # Tryphon Luc ses Tl
feiy A wof Rudaly Luc

XIT1L . Simon. Tke last survivor of the fre Maceshiean brothers.  He completed the work so brilliantly carred
out by Jonathan. and made his people entirely mdependent of the Syrian kings.
5 which we have seen. | . expenenced: by by used in this sense like 7%, see Jer. v. 13, xiv. 13, &c,
14_ my_:_mru-_ en have perished.  According 10 the general belief Jonathan bad been murdered, but he was sl
Ve At this shime, see 17,12, 25,
Unloge am left. Cp.she words of Elijah, v Kings aviii. 22,
& l'am oot better | . . Cp, the similar words of Elijah, 1 Kings xix. 4.
7-the spinit , .. revived. Cp. Gen xIv. 27 dwurri e 70 mheipa Takad:
e ek m:itl " 'm?' f'-',“"l"l:"::" 8:1:11‘::3“;4::“'6-&;1::: onathan, L. 36,
11 Absalom. Cp.xi 7o, ' by o e

oo toJoppa, L. Cpowii, 33 according 1o which Joppa was already in possession of the Jews; Josephus (Antii.
NATE, vh-dr Tmakes 1he matier clears *And sext . . .“-:Inilthan‘:ht son of Absalom, to Joppa, zﬂ‘_"lﬁ him command
to cast out the (nhabitants out of the city, for he was adraid lest they should deliver up the city to Trypho.'

13. Adida. Scenote an xil, 38
th;ﬂl_.lﬂ.h;j&'-v ?c:'tt.lm xil. 38 andnhd.
14, to join e with him. For the Greek phmse cp. Deot. i 14 (Sept.).
15, the king's treasure. | e. the roval treasary, cp. ?&u:. iiti."::.‘ i
‘th::leuwuch (;:;.65.»’-65. e =T 33 (G b ibe
went reund about the wny. Up. | Songs jii 9 (Septp: seshmie wlee = T  (Cnam), Lo
Adosu A:--m '.b’h‘:‘,’ 1 Citon, the Diva
o e T wp 2 b f 1 oderr
{fosephus calls it Dora, Jxfig. XIIL:&.‘L 2), ﬁfenﬂhsg‘unb-m_ oo &:rdﬁumw — m
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came into the ¢ of Gilead. But when he came near 1o Bascama, be slow

g i gy s 4 _

XIIL 35-30. Fomathan's sepulchre at AModis.

and

Simon sent, and took the bones of Jonathan his brother, and! buried him * a1 Medin, the city
. And ‘all Israel! made great™ lamentation over him, *and mourned for him many

And Simon built (s monument) qﬁn:nthe sepulchre of kis father and of his bretheen

d it aloft, *so that it could be seen * ( afar); (be buiit it} with polished stone behind and

set up ¥ seven pyramids. $ene over against ansther. for (his) father, and mother, and

. And “lor these® he maide cunning devites, wsting shan them* " pillars

and 1 '_pﬂluihaﬁlﬁomd'dlmafnfm'fwam:ﬁulm«y.nm

goarmu® “carved ships’, that they should be seen of all that i) on the sea.  This is the spulchre
which he made at Modin, {and it is there) unto this day.

¥

NI 31-43. Murder of Antiochus. Treaty betiicon Simen and Dewmetrius f1.

‘g% 38 Now Tryphon dealt decaitfully with the young® King* Antiochus. and show him, and reigned in

his stead. and put on himself the diadem of .i:u. dnd brought grest calamity wp<do the Lnd.

:vr}‘\ _*-;:__;:_ “: =% ":huﬁ';;l.t'. :"t?er;‘; == Luc == h: 545, to the sight
G Tl ek - ; s ¢ Spanoglles Gi, propesieny

naﬁupui-l%l *' v various carved things A -Lhcmup.;‘" '-}sa.i_u ‘;-E‘ N

”ﬂa‘uﬂdmmtu- Lo miacehed paraliel sith dm, Simog i the moLatun onueeny wtid Tryphos

21. hastening. For the Uiresk swrwrmndss cp Sepe. of Ewal v 15 )" Ané the nakoustery ven Jrpent ‘v
22. because of the snow. It i7 but rarely that spow falls soanh of Heheon, thosgh it is pot altogetber dnknown
even 50 low down south as that: see further, Nowuck, #oir AdrobndiyTe, & 49,

:23. Bascama. This place is not mentioned elsewhere, 1is position is dinte uncertain’; see, further, Eohl. Gayropbis
des allen Palistina, p. 231,

25. Modin. See pote on il 1.

6, great lamentation. Cp.ii 7o, ix sa

27. the sepulchre . . . ‘Ever since, in the founh century 5.0, Anemisla, widow of Mausales, Kizg of Caria,
eracsend ar Haltearnaeses & 2200iy mimument 1 kie meny — hemor Lhe @it swi b cmm—Zo e o Sililing
similir sepulchred edifices had been i_mcadin% in the East® [Fairwearher and Dk of. cf po 2300

28, seven pyramids.  Josephus (Anage- X111 xi- 6) says that these ha * been presemes 10 s day " ; be seems o
be referving to some additional source of knowledge in adcing : ‘And we know that #t was Simon who bestowed so
misch seal abwet the thunal o8 fimatian, sml she bliling o 1 i e far e resdions 3o il weeds
‘unio this diy ", The seventhi pyramid Siman presemably set up for himself.

Es ved ships.  Josephus mukes no mention of these.

30 unto thisday.  Cancerimy the boariog of thie o the dioe of e Yecg see Jorr, fo Ginmo nses Susbies.
who says in his: Omemasdicon: * Modeim . . . unde fuerunt Maccabaes quarum hodieqee ihidem sepuichma mon-

strantur.

30, and slew him. and reigned in his stead.  * There are zome o Antaw bas 1 1 e 107 10 170 of e Selegqd
e, or frue sqﬁulﬁr 143023 Wv.  Come of T Year she numbes of tee yoars 111 and 1V, Jowghig asss=i 1o
the regn of Andischius V1 s pemed of four yoarnand 1o T a et o vee peazs | fuvig. X1 Lowvi 5,20 This = in
with the statensent of Vvepliyey. whae Zives i relies Nies imprsonament, wly 4 Uirow JeRrE e
s, {drww, ed. Scheene, L 237, 253 B home Olymplad 1t 1, shich 5 rsilly i 156 4 65 13050 BaCL,
100 3oar 130157 LG Perphyny evident] ma:umdlmn ning sk the

sen! Uy comquest o




1 MACCABEES 13. 33-50

33 And Simon built the strongholds? of Judaca, and fenced (them) about with high towers, and great
34 walls *, and gates, and bars; and he laid up victuals in the strongholds. And Simon chose men, and
sent to king Demetrius, to the end he should give the country an immunity, * because all that
35 Tryphon did was to plunder > * And king Demetrius sent unto him according to these words, and
36 answered him, and wrote a letter unto him, after this manner®: * King Demetrius unto Simon the
37 high-priest and Friend of kings*,? and unto the elders and nation of the Jews 4, ing. The golden
crown, and the palm-brianch®, which ye sent, we have reccived; and we are y to conclude
1% a lasting peace with you, and to write to the officers to grant immunities unto you, f And whatsoever
" things we (have now) confirmed unto you, they are confirmed 3 and the strongholds which ye have
30 builded, #let them be® your own, " As for any oversights and faults (committed) unto this day, we
forgive {them')*; and the crown which ye owed* (we remit); and if there were any other toll
4o exacted in Jerusilem, 'let it no longer be exacted!.  And if (there be) some of you meet to be
enrolled among these round about us, let them be cnrolled ; and (thus) let there be peace betwixt
4108’ mInthe one hundred and seventicth year (therefore) was the yoke of the heathen taken away
4 from Tsracl™. And the people of Israel® began to write in their instruments and contracts: ' In
the first year® of Simon the great high-priest and captain® and leader of the Jews.

XIIL. 43-53  Simon captures Gazara and the citadel of Ferusalem.,

11 In those dayy het encamped against Gazara *, and compassed it round about * with armies; and he
44 madde Yan engine of sicge !, and brought it up* to the city, and smate one tower, and took it". And
they that were in the eogine of siege leaped forth into the city; and there was a great uproar in the
45 city: and they of the city rent their clothes, and went up ¥ on the wall ¥ with their wives and children,
4% and cried with a loud voice, making request to Simon to give them right hands.  And they said:
47 “Deal not with us sccording to our wickednesses, but according to thy merey.! And Simon was
reconciled unto them, amd did not fight against them ; but he drove them out of the city, and cleansed
the houses wherein the idols were. and so* entered into it with *singing and giving of praisc*?.
454 And he put all uncleanness out of it %, and caused to dwell in'it men who observed the Law; and
he made it stronger (than it was before), and he built therein a dwelling-place for himself.
sy But they of the citiwdel of Jerusalem were hindered from going forth, *"and from going * into the
country ", “and from buying and selling ©; and they hungered exceedingly, and many of them
o perished throngh famioe, And they cried out to Simon "to take right hands; which thing he
granted them ', but he cast them out from thence; and he cleansed the citadel from pollutions.

¥ stronghold A * 4 and towers A LS 3 | b=b And he sent unto him a writing thus 71 ¢ of the king Siue
4% a1 palm-branched 8 embassy g3 50 produbly Stee NArRo l'nfbc’)l being a mistake for KXY (Cominssy ')
1o # Athey are & bRy fyou A kawe V - e s >R V6403
“e>21  PF>71  9Simon T.R. Fiwith fosiphus, Antig, X1 vi. 73 Bell. Tud, 1.5 27 Gaza all the MSS.
and Versions, wrongly RS0 V' A astrong wooden tower 81905 im 28 e Gk is dransliterated " the
city Hlue b - :923 Sie * then S5 1 T2 9y Y4toGod VL Ll | s> Aoy
B 28 e £ 11 A 7T

35 And Simon built ., . Simon was not slow to utilize the opportunity for strengthening his own position which
the struggle for the Syrian throne afforded him.

34 And Simon chose men . . . This is not mentioned by Joscphus.

3. King Demetrius . . . On this letter see /afr, § 7. ii. (¢).

the elders. Sec note on xii, 6. )

37- the palm-branch. Su eritical note.  The reading div is 1o be preferved, Foivie of Cod, & being most likely
dae in the Mllowing dr, cp. 2 Nace. xiv. 4, where it is said that 1 chaplet of gold and a palm® (fieivea) were presented
to Demotrins. The referonce here is most likely to 4 scepure the top of which was shaped into palm-leaves. In the
O.T. the palm-trve 1 referred to as a symbol of prosperity (cp. Ps. xcii, 12); it is with this signification that it is
depicted on samie [ewish coins, see De Sauley, Numismatique Juive, P 1, fig. 63 Madden, Coins of the Jews, p. 71.

to grant immunities . . . Cp. x. 28-35.

3% theerown .., Cpx 29,

41, In the one hundred and seventieth year, i.e. 143-142 B.C,

42 And the people of Isracl began to write . . . On the importance of the study of numismatics in connesion
with this statement see Schiirer, of. eif. i, 1, pp. 257 if., and his Appendix 1V.

43- Gazara. Sec critical note. For the correctness of this reading see . 53; xiv. 7,347 xv. 38! xvi. 1. On

Gagarn see note on kv 15, On the situation of G Euschius, Onom,, ed. Lagar msw-.
it b A, P 361), remarks © i viv soheiras Vafapa capy Niondhews duiyoven i 8 v . It is the modern
ell-Jezer discovered by Clermont-Cannean in 1873, and excavated by the Pal. Expior, during the years

1902-9 see the ' Quarterly Statement ' for these years.
an engine of siege. dAamolis (see critical note) ; on this machine see Smith's Dict. of Class. Antég., s.v.
46. Deal not withus . .. Cp. Isa. i 16 (Sept.); Jer. xxxiii, 5.
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I MACCABEES 13. 51—14. 9

he* enmdmm ﬁrtet_g mc-thmu:!nd t;vt!ig;t:cgzlofn:’he mh " m::l&h, in the one hundred

seventy-first year®, with praise, and palm _ and with harps with cymbals, * and

] viols, and with hymns®, and with wt?'; beciuse a great ' enemy had been destroyed out of

Istael®™  And he ordained that they shoul that day every year ® with gladness®. " And the

" hill of the témple that was by the citadel he made stronger (than it was before) ; and he dwelt there,

} (both) he and his men®.  And Simon saw that John his son was (grown to be) a man, and he made
y leader of all his forces; and he dwelt at Gazara.

XIV. 1-3. Demetrius [ imprisoned by Arsaces, king of Persia.

1 In the one hundred and seventy-second year Demetrius the king gathered his forees together, and
2 went into Media, to get him help, that he might fight against Tryphon,  And (when) Arsaces, the
king of Persia *and Media ®, heard that Demetrius was come intu his borders, he sent one of his leaders
3 to take him alive: and he went and smote the army of Demetrius, and 100k him.and brouzht him to
Arsaces ; "and he put him in ward "

XIV. 4-15 Simen's bencficent rule; an ode iu liis kononr.

4 And the land® had rest all the days of Simon; and he sought the good of his nation; and his
a authority and his glory ! was well-pleasing to them "all his day<". And 4in addition to all his
(other) glory (was this that)* ke took Joppa for a haven. and made it a place of entry for the ships»
of the sea.
6 And he enlarged the borders of his nation,
" And ruled over the land’,
7 And he gathered together # many that had been in captivity ¥,
And he ruled over Gazara, and Bethsura, fand the citadel.
And he took away uncleannesses therefrom ",
And there was none that could resist him,
8 And they tilled their land in peace ;
And the land gave her increase,
And the trees of the plains their fruit,
9 Old men sat in the strects |,
© All spoke together of the (common) weal ¥,
And the young men put on glorious and ! warlike apparel.

'thwtuggzrslﬂ fihe citadel Luc B> 71 h> jg g3 8lue > g1 k-k > Sle I'> 6y
™ Jerusalem +and no enemy rose up any more to fight Luc 3% ma5 8 eces oy

X1V, a8 2 B R (b NCS) ®4of Julah MV i1gss 5L dds o *Luc 5 isles all other
?ﬂim‘kkr - LT ¥ much treasure S¢ from them 64 93 Lassemblies & (streets R ¢8) Bk ooy
+not Luc §

51. the three and twentiethday . . . The 23rd of Iyyar (= Ziv in O. T, cp. | Kings vi, 1) 170= the 23ed May
142 LG,

palm-branches. Cp. 2 Macc, x. 7; John xii. 13.

with harps . . . Cp. iv. 54,

§2. And he ordained . . . This feast is referred o in Wegluth Tidanith (' The scroll of Fasting”, so called
because fusting is forbidden on the days enumerated), ch. ii, which enumerates thirty-five days of joy in Jewish
history which were kept as feust-ciays ; 1t was compiled about the beginning of the Christin vea. Possibly this feast
is included in the wutSs contained in Judith viii. 6, but it has long ceased to be celebrated.

And the hill of the temple . . . Onthis statement, and :huloijmnhml/!»m;. XILL vi. 7), that Simon had the
hill on which the citadel stood removed, in order that the Temple might stand higher than any other building in
Jerusalem, see Schiirer, cﬁ. ot i, 1, p. 263,

53. John. i c. John Hyrcanus 1.

XIV. 1. one hundred and seventy-second year. On the Parthian expedition see note on «iii. 31.
2, Arsaces. i.e. Mithridates I, king of the Parthians. The name Arsaces was assumed by all the kings of
Parthia afier the lon%du'ni the fﬁmpim of this name.
Gazara . , . « v, 39, xiil. 43, 49-51.
i: WL‘W o .PCP. Lev. nv‘i.“ wek, xxxiv. 37,
the land gave . . . Cp. Zech. viii, 12,
‘the trees . . . Cp. Deut. viii, 8; Hag. ii. 19,
0. Old men . .. Cp. Zech. viii 4, 5.
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I MACCABEES 14. 10-27

i For the cities he provided victuals,
» And furnished ® them with defensive works,
Until his glorious name was proclaimed to the end of the earth.
11 He made peace in the land,
And lsrael rejoiced with great joy.
12 And each sat under his vine “and his fig tree®,
And there was none to make them afraid ™ ;
13 And no one was left in the land to fight them
? And the" kings were discomfited in those da
t4  And he strengthened all that were brought low of his people;
He sought out the Law,
And put away the lawless and wicked.
15 * He glorified the sanctuary ¥,
And multiplied * the* vessels of the Temple.

XIV. 16-24. Rewewal of the alliance with Rome.

i And pwhent it was heard! in Rome that Jonathan was dead, "and ¥ {even) unto Sparta ¥, they
Viowere exceeding sorey. But as soon‘as they heard that his brother Simon was made high-priest % in
18 his stend, and ruled the country, and the cities therein ¥, they wrote unto him on tablets of brass, to

renew With him the fdendship and the confederacy which they had established with * Judas and®

. 2o Jonathan “his hrethren V5 s they were read before the congregation in Jerusalem.  And thisis the

copy of the letter which the Spartans sent : * The rulers and the city ™ of the Spartans;unto Simen the *
high=priest, mul unto the elders, ®and the priests, and the rest of the people of the Jews, (who are)
21 brcthren  wreeting ;" The ambassadors that were sent unto our peaple made report to us of your*
=2 glory wel honour § and ® we were glad for their coming.  And we did register the things that were
spoken by them in the public records, after this manner: Numenius, son of Antiochus. and Anti-
pator, sun of Jason, the Jews' ambassadors, came unto us to renew the friendship they had with us.
23 And it pleased the people to receive the men honourably, and to place the copy of their words
athong the public records, tothe end that the people of the Spartans might have a memorial thereof.'
24 Morcover they 7 wrote a copy of these things unto Simon the high-priest. After this Simon sent
Numenius to Rome having a great shield of gold of a thousand pound weight?, in order to confirm
the confederacy with them,

XIV. 25 49, The hereditary High-priestiood conferved upon Simon ; a memorial tablet
to Stman anid the Maccabaeans ts set up in the Temple.

25 Durwhen the people heard these things, they said : " \What thanks shall we give to Simon® and his
26 sons?  For he, and his brethren, and his father’s house have " made themselves strong®, and have
chused away in fight the enemies® of Tsiacl from them, "and cstablished liberty for it®’  And they
2y wrote on tablets of brass, and set them upon a pillar * in mount Zion. f And this is the copy of the
writing « U the eighteenth day of Elul, in the enc hundred and seventy-second year—that is the

ol i} | 8 sironpthened Ehie LRS- ] L | 9 their A rr 8 "Andthe® t'he heard A
they hieard Luc 5571 B85 =g * 4 it was heard Luc ¥ cities W Siae w +oyeat Luc 55 ¥ peace and
yourLuc  FweVigy  => &1 ®.the high priest $19e  bhacted valinntly $19¢ ©  ethesons 64 4-dand
theglvmg.l;t"tht :_n:*-cumncn to Simon and :stab?ished (him)| Luc, making ‘the people' in v. 35 the subject
“miiars >71

iz, each sat under . . . Cp. 1t Kings iv. 25; Mic. iv. 4; Zech. iii. 10,
And there was none . , . Cp. Deut. xxviii. 26; Jer. vii, 33; Zech, i 21.
14, nll that were brought low. wisrar rois ranavois; cp. Ps. xvii. aB; Isa. xiv, 32 Amos ii. 7 (all in Sept.).
He sought out the Law. Cp. Ps, civ. 45 (Sept.),
16, and (even) unto Spartn. See Jutr, § 7. iii. ().
18. the friendship and the confederacy . . . Cp. vili, 17-30, xii. 1-4.
20. The rulers and . . . On this lotter see /uér. § 7. ii. (0). The rulers were the Eghors ever since the year
152 8. €., when Nabis, the last of the * tyrants ', was murdered.
22. Numenius. Cp. xii 16,
24. After this . , . See Jnir. § 7. 000 (0).
?n tbn_;hd pc.m;d w‘eiglgt. ”:n ob:‘iiouu u?ggmﬁon. op. xv. 18,
27. Elul. ¢ sixth manth in the sacr = September approximately) ; Neh. vi. 15,
the one hundred .na.mmy-.mnl'?'m- :2‘: B.C. it =
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I MACCABEES 14, 28-41

; of Simon ¥ the ¥ high-priest ¢, ' and the prince of the people of God ! —in a great
on ud'peThMpﬁmafmm,nddeBdﬁmd&emuy.'( -linllw%
_ | bg\'u ; Forasmuch as ofltentimes there hive boen wars in the country !, Simon the
of Mattathias, ’ the son of the children of Joarib !, and his brethren, put themselves in jeopardy.
withstood the cnemies of their nation, that their sanctuary and the Law might be upheld; und
ey glorified their nation with great glory. ' And Jonathan assembled their™ nation together !, and
became high-priest to them ; and he was gathered to his people.  Then their enemies determined o
invade their country, » that they might destroy their country utterly *, and stretch forth their hands
32 against their sanctuary.  Then rose up Simon and fought for his nation ; and he spent much of his own
233 substance, and armed the* valiant menof his nation, and gave them wages. And he fortified the cities
~ of Judaea, and Bethsura (that lieth) upon the borders of Judaca, where the arms of the enemies were
34 aforetime, und =et there a garrison of Jews. * And he fortified Joppa which is by the sea. and Gazar
which is upon the borders of Azotus, wherein the enemies dwelt aforetime ; and he placed Jews there®,
35 and whatsoever things were needful for the sustenance® of these he put in them.  And (when) the
~ people saw the faith * of Simon, and the glory which he sought to biring unto his nation, they made him
their leader *and high-priest, because he had dune all these things, and because of the justice and the
36 faith which he kept to his nation, and because he sought by all means to exalt his people . And in
his days things prospercd in his hands®, *so that the Gentiles were taken away out of theie (the
Jews') country ; and they also that were in the city of David, they that were in Jerusalem, wher bl
made themielves u citadel, out of which they issued, and polluted all things round about the Sanc-
37 tuary, and did great hurt unto its purity (these did he expel)'; and he made Jews to dwell therein,
and fortified it for the safety of the country and of the city ; and he mude high the walls of Jeru-
aEsulem. And king Demetrius confirmed him in the high-priesthond " in consequence of these things *,
9. 40 el made him onec of his Friends. "and honoured him with great honour®. For “he had heard ™
that the Jews had been proclaimed by the Romans fricnds; and confederates. “and brethren ¥, and
41 that they hid met the ambassadors of Simon honourably.  And * the Juws and the priests were well
pleased that Simon should be their leader and high-pricst ¥ for ever, until a faithful prophet should

f B> Slee b 4 areat ® V Luc 55 ! Uin Asaramel (Siramel A = bx oy ) & the prince of lsrael &
kK he made known to us 8 A Ve, we made known to you Lue S0 these things were made known B (= ¥,
Pl g m iy V' Slue Wi nos WY (hubnes) Y % hisin LS 4 nourishment and susten-
ance Sias Fdeeds Sle BY S deeds V * i and fortified Jerasalem 71 it 2 /i according to
these things; > 78 W v v5 91 wwit had been heard A Luc 71 *or; wilother authorifier add that

the third year . . . Cp. ¥l 42,

28 the prince of the people of God. Greek o Sapaudh, se¢ critical note, where, however, the meaning of this
expression given does not account for the ¢v; Schirer thinks that this represents the remains of oeyer (=30, the
Hebr. for erparyyde [rod iepaill, cp. Jer. . 23, 28, 57 Ezek, xxiif, 6, 12, 757 Era ix. 25 Neho i, 16, iv, 8, xii, 40,
xiii, 103 Dan, §ii, 2, 37, vi, 85 Acts iv, 1), e, @20 1.1 2655 11, 1. 258105 but, in this case, what has become of the ooy 2
It seems inore natural to follow Wernsdorf (quoted by Grimm and Kautzsch) and see in oapinadd the transliteration of
SN_‘ Y A, Pritice of the people of God 5 the transkior, asstming Ui this wis the naihe of o e, woald then
have inserted ¢v. The difficully here is the méntion of Cad, which is uniformly avoided in this book; it may,
therefore, be thar the Syrine Version has retained the original reading *a prinee of larael,” 2832% 72 the Helirew
script in use before the sq ch were introduced might casily account for reading an m (%) for the second
% (¥); the translator, who was obviously pureled, may alsa huve taken exception, through ignorance, to the
repeated SN

was promulgated by us. See critical note.

26« Joarib. Cp. ii. I.

33 Cp v, 29. .

34. he fortified Joppa. Cp. il 33, 34. y | :

Gazara . . . upon the barders of Azotus. Cp. xiil. 43-8. This is a mistake as Gazara was 17 miles distant
from Ashdod ; Grimm thinks the error is due to the translator. .
wherein. v . .. ¢xei, a Hebraism; op. e.g. Deut. iv. 8 14, 26, 1 yii ols v Vst dowopeieate dea ; and often.

35- they made oo . Bmtcp. xii 8115 on the oh gicitl disgropuncies between the dewils given (n this
letter and those in xi. 16-xiv. 24 see Jutr. § 7. i . . i .

30. and brethren. oipuaye i the more usial expression, cp w18 viil. 20, sv. 171 ddedhal is suarcely original,

41, leader and high-priest. Simon has three official ttles: dpypos, a8 spintual ruler; erperpyes, as military
chief ; and ¢fwipyns, as civil governor ; see xiil, 42, and 7. 47 of this chap,, cp. also xv, 1, 2.

for ever. i.e. that it should be hereditary in his family. P )
hﬂimwﬁ Iy this is meant that ‘this popular_decree should remain in force until an

\ communication Geod sh mike some other enactment. . ..mw«_ﬂd\npuﬁq@!mﬁm
lies not so much in the fact that it conveyed to him (Simon) any new dignity, but rather in this, that it itimized amd
w y those dignities which he siready had. * In this way a new high-priestly and princely dignity
- was founded, that of the Asmoneans* {Schiirer, of. al. i 1, p. 265).
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1 MACCABEES 14. 42—15. 14

sz arise ™ ; and that he should be & captain over them?, to set them over their works, and over the country.
13 and over the arms, and over the strongholds, ¥ and that he should take charge of the ;
that he should be obeyed by all, and that all instruments in the country d be written in his
14 name ", and that he should be clothed in purple, and wear gold ; and that it should not be lawful for
anyone among the people or among the priests to set at nought any of these things, or to gainsay
the things spoken by himy, or to gather an assembly *in the country * without him, or that any (other)
45 shonld be clinhed in purple, or wear a buckle of gold ; ®but that whosoever should do _
40 or sot 4t nought any of these things, should be liable to punishment*. And all the people con-
47 sented to ovdain ™ for Simon that it should be done according to these words. And Simon a
(hereuf ), and consented to fill the office of high-priest, and to be captain and governor of the Jews
= and of the priests, and to preside over all matters®'
4% And they commanded to put this writing on tablets of brass, and to set them up within = the
41 precinet of * the sanctwiry in i conspicuous ™ place ; and copies of this (they cansed) to be placed in
the treasury, to the end that Simon and his sons might have them,

g

NV, 1-q. Anticclus VI (Sidetes) secks the throne, and solicits the kelp of Simon.

15+ And Antiochus, son of Demetrius the king, sent letters from the isles of the sea unto Simon the
2 privst* and governor of the Jews, and to all the nation” : “and the contents thereof were after this
manner ©:

- King Antiochus to Simon the high-priest and governor, and to the nation of the Jews, greeting :

4 Forasmuch as pestilent fullows have made themselves masters of the kingdom of our? fathers, and my

purpose is to claim the kingdom, that I may restore it “as before,—I have, moreover, raised a mul-

4 titude of forcign soldiers, and have prepared ships of war ', and I have determined to land in the country,

that T may punish them that have devastated our country, and them that have made many cities in the ’

5 kingdom deselate, —I'therefore (herewith) confirm funto thee (the release from) all the exactions which

o the kings that were before me remitted unto thee, ¥ and whatsoever gifts ® besides they remitted unto

7 thee @ Vand I give thee Jeave " “1o coin money K for thy country ¥ with thine own stamp®.  And Jeru-

salem aned the sancruary shaldl be free ; © and all the arms which thou hast prepared ©, and the strongholds

8 which thou hast built. which thou hast in thy possession | let them remain unto thee.  And everything

owing to the king, Yand the things that shall be owing to the King, let them be remitted unto thee

y from now and unto all time!.  Morcover, when we shall have established ™ our kingdom, we will

glorify thee and thy nation and “the Temple with great glory ®, so that your glory shall be made
manifest in all the carth.'

XV. 1e-1q.  Antiockus VI besicges Tvyphon in Dor.

1o In the one hundred and scventy-fourth year Antiochus went forth into the land of his fathers;

v and all the forces came together unto him, so that there were (but) few men® with Tryphon. And

12 king Antiochus pursued him, and in fleeing he? came to Dor, which is by the sea; for he perceived

13 that ¥ traubles were come upon him, and that his forces had forsaken him.  And Antiochus encamped
againgt Dor, and with hin a hundred and twenty thousand men of war, and cight thousand horsc.

14 And he compassed the city round about, * and the ships joined in the attack from the sea; and he
pressed the city sore” by land *and sea®, and suffered no man to go out or in.

7 4 and should take charge of the sanctuary & e W'y ghese svoruls Aave crept info the text by mistake, they occur
AU i the mext Terze PR Zlev Ak mes o B hese things 64 93 0 0 F0> Bwe T ddgafe A

XV. *high-priest 5;64 b +of the Jews 71 o 51 4 my g5 She *my RV res Gl
Fovactinns X M b bt make luows wnd 1o put forth decrees according to thine own will Sive  ® k> Sine

: ;;L‘ ."Z‘;_h‘gf:‘f" &) # % pur Temple 55 ¢ 4 that were left T.R. ¥ Tryphon 64 93 a4 +all Luc

43. . . - clothed in purple, and wear gold.  Cp, vili. 14, = and 7. 44 of this chaj
49. in the treasury, Cp, 2z Mace, iii. ff‘;s, Vo 185 ]uhn";ﬁi. ::l’.a?' = -

NVL 1, Antiochus. (Called Seiditves on neeount of his having Leen Brought up in the city of Side in Pamphylia
fep. suﬁ). According to Josephus (datip. XILL vili. 2), he was also called the * Pious® (Edeedis), because of * the great
seal e had voncering religion ', Iie was the seventh of the name: son of Demetrius 1, and brother of Demetrius 11.

from the isles of the sea. Schurer quotes Appian, Sy7, ¢. 68, ta the cffect that while at Rhodes Antiochus
learned of his brother's captivity (wvfduevos ¢v ‘Péde mepi 1ijs Jmu I

2. the contents thereof . ., On this letter see Jntr, § 7. i, (f).

6. to coin money . . . See Schirer, op, it i. 1, pp. 257-60.

10, In the one hundred and seventy. fourth . e 139138 kG

11 Dor. Cp. Joshua xi. 2, xil, 23, svil, 113 Voags : il ‘Mediterranean
Aot mint b Horth of G ".:l‘ialmodcgn Mr;g.numamrhmﬂnnmnmlhe coast,
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I MACCABEES 15, 15-34

XV. 15-24. The return of the Fewwish envays from Rome.

And Numenius and his company came from Rome, having lettess to the kings, and to the coun-
ﬁu. wherein were written these things :
¢ Lucius, consul of the Romans, unto king Ptolemy, greeting : The Jews' ambassadors came unto
~ us (as) our friends and confederates, to renew the old friend pand oonfgdcracy.bung sem from
1% Simon the h i ‘andfmmthe people of the Jews* ; moreover, they brought a shield of gold
1y of a thousand" Iwuu It pleased us, therefore, to write unto the kings and unto the countries,
*that they should not seek the:r hurt, nor fight against them ¥, *and their cities, and their country 7,
30 nor be confederates with such alﬁght inst them®  And it seemed good to us to accept the
21 shield from them. If, thercfore, any ]xn.uleut fellows should bave fled from their country unto
you, t::-lner them unto Simon the high- -priest, that he may take vengeance on them according to
ir law,
22 And the same things wrote he to Demetrius the king, and to Atalus, and to Ariarathes ®, and to
23 Arsaces, and unto all the countrics, and to Sampsamca * and to the Spartans, and unto Delos, and
unto Myndos, and unto Sicyon, and unto Caria ", and unto Sames, and upto Pamphylia, and unto
Lycia. and unto Halicarnassus, and unto Rhodes, andl unto Phaselis, and unta Cos, and unto Side, and
24 unto Aradus, and Gortyna, and Cnidus, and Cyprusand Cyrene’.  And a copy hereof they wrote o
Simon the high-pricst.

XV. a5-41. Antiochus VI breaks his covenant with Simon.

25 And Antiochus the king encamped against Dor the second (da))‘ bringing his forees up 1o it
26 continually, and making engines (of war); and he shut up Tryphoen® from going in or out. And
Simon sent him two thousand chosen men to fight for him, and silver and g-nld and instruments (of
27 war) in abundance. But he would not reccive them, “but set at nought everything that he had
28 previously covenanted ¥ with him*': "and he was estranged from him .  And he sent unto him
Athenobius, one of his Friends, to commune with him, saying; *Ve hold possession of Joppa and
29 Gazara, and the citadel that is in Jerusalem, ‘ cities of my kingdom. The borders thereof have ye
wusted, and done great hurt in the land ', and have got the dominion of many places in my kingdom.
30 Now, therefore, deliver up the cities which ye have taken, fand the tributes of the places whercof ye
31 have gotten dominion outside of the borders of Judaca ' ; orelse give me for them five hundred talents
of silver; and for the harm that ye have dene, and the tributes of the citics, other five hundred
a2 talents ; otherwise we! will come and make war upon you,” And (when) Athenobius, the king's
Friend, came to Jerusalem, and saw the glory of Simon, and the * cabinet with gold and silver vessels,
a3 and his great attendance, ' he was amazed !, and reported to him ™ the king's words. And Simon
®answered, and ® said unto him: * We have neither taken other men’s land, nor have we possession
of that which appertaineth to others, but of the inheritance of our fathers ; " howbeit. it was had in
34 possession of our enemies wrongfully for a certain time™  But we, having (taken) the opportunity,

Lal > 0 five thousand A 55 Ymlentsss " >N (;&.-# ROA) 55 %% 71 1 countries A g3 £M® 1!
* Arathes A 55 71 k- es A &% Lamg s B! Caris A Y Smyrma V dy rcu-.u..a‘ oy (o RS
Luc ® £ from all sides Stse 1> 71 ‘8:551" kb 55 fthey A

i ghe =them A Simon Luc a0 g

+ golden Luc Siee

16. Lucius . . . On this letter see Judr, § 7. 0l (0, .
Ptolemy. The seventh of the name; Euergetes I, Physcon: lie reigned jointly with his brother, Prolemy VI,
Philometor, 170-164 B.C., and alone from 164-117.
23, Attalus, King of Pergamum, but uncertain whether the first or second of the name (Grimm),
Ariarathes. ‘ﬁc fifth of the name, king of Cappadocia, 162-130 1. C.
Arsaces. Mithridates I, king of Parthia; sec note on xiv, 2.
23, Sampsames. l‘osslbly the harbour on the lilick Sea between Sinope and Trebirond, but uncertain.
de. This and Samos are islands in the Archipelago.
Like Hali susand Cnidus, in Caria, the country on the south-west coast of Asia Minor.
ﬂcm On the north coast of the Peloponnesus, west of Corinth.
Pamphylia. The country on the coast of Asia Minor betwesn Lycia and Cilicia; Side is o seacport of

Thenlandiymgmthoﬂlhemoftmi
A city on the coast of Lycia.
Cos. a\nbludlymgd‘mewmd(:um.
An island close to the Phoenician coast, nearly opposite the moutlt of the Eleutherus {see si. 7).
m—.. T:n g3 ey K G
t ing to the west
n:mnguﬁm m-hzw?shuthcmwsﬂgwhdgnn{ their geographical positions was
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1 MACCABEES 15, 35—16. 6

35 hold fast ®the inheritancs " of our fathers. Nevertheless, as touching Joppa and Gazara which thou
denandest,—(though it was) they that did great harm among the people " and in our land *—we will
36 give a hundred talents for them.” And he ¥ answered him not a word, but returned in a rage to the
Eing. and reported unto him these words, ®and the glory of Simon, and all things whatsoever he had
seen ®; and the king was exceeding wroth. .
a7, 38 But Tryphon embarked on board a ship, and fled to Orthosia, And the king ap ed Cende-
39 bavus chief captain of the sca-coast, and gave him forces of foot "and horse?; and commanded
him 10 encamp before Judaea ; also " he commanded him * to build up Kedron, *and to fortify * the
o gates ' 7, and that he should fight against the people; but the king pursued Tryphon. And |
cus cime to Jamnia, Tand began to provoke the people™, and to invade Judaea, and to take "the
41 people " captive and to <lay them.  And he® built Kedron, and set horsemen there, and forces of
fioot. to the end that, ¥ isuing out, they might make outroads upon the ways of Judaca ¥, according
as the king had commanded him.

XV, 110, Fudas and Foln, the sons of Simeon, defeat Cendebacus.

16 o. = And John went up from Gazara, and told Simon, his father, what Cendebaeus was doing, And
Siment ealled his two eldest® sons, Judas and John, and said unto them : * L and my brethren and my
tather's house have fonght the battles of Isracl * from our youth, even unto this very day* ; and things

3 have prospered in our hands, *(so that we were able) to deliver Isracl oftentimes* But now I am
old, and ye moreover, * by (God's)? mercy’, are of sufficient age® ; be ye (then) instead of me *and
my brother, and go forth* and fight for our nation ; *and let the help that is from Heaven be with

syou' And he o chose " out of the country ™ twenty thousand men of war and horsemen ; and they

5 went agiinst Cendebacus, nnd rested at Modin.  And rising up in the morning, they went into the
plain, and: behold, a great host came to meet them, of footmen and horsemen: and there was

6 a brook betwixt them.  And he encamped over against them, ® he and his people; and he saw that

9 %our inheritance and (thaty A P Athenobius T.R. 9> Vg3 EXe T * to build up & tcities A
¥ Cendehasus Luc Yo% they might fight Judaea 71

XVIe®S>90 22> Texfrondim SR 55 2 eafphnLuc bbede sV ot

37. Orthesia. A town on the Phoenician coast, north of Tripolis; the name is preserved to the present day, the
ruins of the ancient town bemg still called A rithis. _
38 Cendebneus.  According to Schirer (ep. /2 i 1, p. 270) a name derived from KaeduBe, a town in Lycia,
e Sidetes, from Side (sce 1. 1), '
30. Kedron. Probably identical with Gederoth (Joshua xv. 41), the present Kitra, south-west of Ekron, near
Midin, according o xvi. 4
40, Jamnia. Sec note on v, 15,
NVI. 2. his two eldest sons. A third, Mattathias, is mentioned in v, 14,
things have prospered in our hands, Cp. the Hebr. phrase > T+ 1 ‘1o gain success for "
5 Lamold. Cp. Joshua xxiii 2 ‘12PN
by (God's) mercy. v vu éNes, again the avoidance of the divine name which is characteristic of this book;
cp. “the help that is from Heaven * further on in this verse.
of sufficient age. Lit, ‘sufficient in years ',
go forth and fight. According to Josephus (Ansig. X111 vii. 1), Simon himself took the lead: *. ., Taking
a resolution brisker than bis age could well bear, he wont like a young man to act as general of his army . « ." ; this
is nlso bomme out by the 72, that fellow here, in spite of * be ye instead of me” in this verse.
4. he chose, Logically 'Simon ' is the subject; ‘John' of the Lucianic MSS, (see critical note) was presumably
inseried beeause of the words, * lamoold . . .% '
out of the country. The point of these words is not quite clear (see critical note) ; the Jews had not yet had
any iden of employing mercenaties, so that the words cannot be supposed to imply native-born soldiers as distinet
from foreigness 3 nor could they have been new recruits, since they were “men of war', The MSS. which omit the
words are perhups justified in dolng sa.
horsemen. Thix is the lirst time mention is made of the Maceabees using horsemen, though their use in warfare
was 0ot new to the Jews (cp. lsa, xxxi, 1; sxxvi. 9; Hos. i. 7; Neh. ii. 9, &c.); that more use had not been made of
thesriadurfog the Macoadaivas war was slie 1o the jsethod of warfare on the part of the Maccubaeans ; it was more
advantageous for them to adopt mountain i'i')
rested. Lit ‘slept’, = * passed the night ', the Hebr. 72,
Modin. See nolfu;n i 1. o
5- they went into the plain. Cp. Job xxxix. 10 (Sept.).
a great host. disagur moAhy, cp. Ps. Ixxvil, 13 (Sept.).

:'ohm l-b;l:!; m‘)i'e :::w;?v avroir, €p. the same phrase in Gen . xiv. 17 (Sept.).

6. he encamped. Sce notes on 730, 3, 4.
his people. Aads is used in the sense of an army in Joshua x, 5 (Sept.) for the Hebrew fom2. |
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I MACCABEES 16. 6-21

pass over the brook, so he passed over first *; and (when) the men saw him

- (d his over after him. And he divided the , ™ and (set) the horsemen in the

‘midst of the [vof the enemivs horsemen were ex ly numerous *.  And they sounded

‘with the™ trumpets ; Cendebacus and his army were put to the rout, and there fell of them ™

,-m‘-z'mmdd to death; and they that were left fled to the stronghold. At that time was Judas,
John's brother, wounded ; but John after them, till he came to Kedron, " which [ Cendebueus| «

1o had built . And they fled unto towers that are in the fields of Azotus; and he burned it with
fire; and there fell of them about a thousand * men.  And he returned to Judaca in peace.

XVI. 11-24. Murder of Simon and lis two sons, Mattathins and Fudas, by
Ptolemy ; Folen Hyrcanus escapes.

11 And Ptolemy the son of Abubus had been appointed captain “ for the rln.ln " of Jericho; and he
13 had much silver and gold, for he was the high “pricst’s son-in-law. " And his heart was lified up ",
and he was minded to make himself master of the country ; and he took counsel deceitfully against
14 Simon and his sons, to make away with them. Now Simon was visiting the cities that were in the
country, and taking care for the good ordering of them.  And he went down to Jericho, he himself
and Mattathias and Judas, " hiz suns®, ®in the one hundred and seventy-seventh year, in the eleventh
13 month, the same is the month Sebat®, And the son of Abubus received them deceitfully into the
little stronghold that is called Dok, * which he had built *: and he made thon o great bandquet ; and
16 he hid men there.  And when Simon and his sons had drunk freely ', Ptolemy wnd they that were
with him rose up, and took their arms, and came upon Simon * into the banqueting hall ®, and slew
17 him and his two sous, and certain of his servants. “And he committed (thus) a great act of
18 treachery # ¥, and recompensed evil for good.. And Molemy wrote these things, and sent to the king,
that he should send him forces to aid (him), and that he should deliver to him their * country and the
wgities,  And he sent others to Gazam to make away with John; “and unte the capraing of thousands
20 he sent letters to come unto him that he might give them silver and gold amd gifts . And others he
21 sent to take possession of Jerusalem, *and of the mount of the Temple®.  And onc! ran * before 1o
Gazara, and told* John "that his father and brethren had perished, "and ', (=aid hei, “ he hath sent to

tesen s, a1 M4 holy VTR, M0t A (fm refirvnce ta the arnty) > 70 1> 71 3they Luc 8lee Bygo
thousand 8 V 71 three thousand Luc Sl8s €5 ¢ 5 4 hig brother 8° (his sons X©0) Ll f and
were merry Sloe #a godless act A b the Luc 71 E> Al71 g3 Blw =k plir, g3 Sheo

7. the horsemen in the midst . , . An unusual proceeding ; Grimm cites an instance of the Romans having
done 0. The ohject here was two-fold; to accustom the horsemen to their new duties, and to avoid their meeting
the full force of the enemy’s cavalry, which was numerically superior.

A sounded with . . . Cp. Num. % 8; the addition of igpair in some MSS. is probably due to the mention
of the priests in Num. x. 8, from which the phrase here seems to be borrowed § ai i radmovew v raie ovkmoyfer,
¢pi 1 Chron, xv. 24 (Sept.).

the stronghold. . ¢. Kedron, see xv. 30-41,
10. they fled, i.e. those of the enemy who had not heen able to get into Kedron, and who had, therefore, been
forced to continue their Hight.
the Felds of Azotus. i.e, the open country round the city. The “towers' (352 were used both for the defence
of cities and for the protection of flocks ; for the former use cp. 2 Kings xvii. 19, xviil. &
he burned it with fire. i e the city of Azotus; Jonathan bad done this to Asotus ten years before (sce x. 83),
but it is not necessary 1o suppose that either then, or on this occasion, the city was wholly obliterated,
about a thousand men. See critical notwe.
11. Ptolemy the son of Abubus, He was the son-in-law of Simon, see below,
the plain of Jericho. ™Y M3 Joshua v, 10, see also Sept. of this. The plyin was *seventy furlongs long,
and twenty broad | wherein it (e the fountuin mn)«i:hu; affords nourishment to Hiose most excellent gardens 1hat
are thick set with trees’ (Josephus, Sell. Jud, 1V, viii. 3). N
12. the high-priest's son-in-law. Sec further josephus (Ansig. X111 vii g, viik 1),
13. his heart was lifted up. See note on i. 3.
14. went down to Jericho. For the phrase cp. Luke x. 30,
the one hundred and seventy-seventh year. i.e. 135 BC,
the month Sebat. ['roperly Shebat 1232 ; op. Zeoh, & 7. It corresponds approximately 1o February ; the
fifth civil and eleventh ecclesiastical month in the Jewish Calendar; the month, according to Jewish tradition, in which

demons prevail,
15. Dok. mwe hos(Antdy. NI1TL vill. 13 Defl, Jeed, 1. 1L 3) calls it Seyar.  * The namic is still retained in that
nf!ihammn Dudy of Jericho, on the boriler of the mountain land, in a pusition very suitable as the site

of a fortress* (Schiirer, 0, off. p. 2710, Grimm says that Zpd is mentioned ns a mountain fortress lying between
Jericho and Bethel, and to the Templars ; this was still standing in the thirteenth centary,
MMM‘L o . m;umshmminmdmd cp.liummdernf!:ﬁl;?’lh by Zimri under
31 1 Kings xvi. g, 10).
17. act of ! (. tS?:::m'.-t:ga'l:mw. Cp. 2 Macc, xv. 1o,
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I MACCABEES 16. 22-24

2z slay theealso®. And when he? heard (it), he was sore amazed ; and he laid hands on the men = that
came to destroy "him *, and slew® them ; °for he perceived that they m-ﬁ:ﬁ!ﬂ'm-ﬁﬂ%

23 And the rest of the acts of John, and of his wars, and of his valiant deeds °which he did°, and of

24 the building of the wal's which he built, and of his (other) deeds, behold they are written in the
chronicles uf his high-priesthood, from the time that he was made high-priest after his father.

-2

1 John Luc miw s g3 She nEs V. Sanap

23, nets.  Lit, *words ', bat the Hebr, word 929 means ‘act’ as well; cp. 2 Sam. xi. 18 dmijyyade rg Saoded sadid
dvrar rois Miyovs Toi ek, y o

the building of the walls. i e the walls of Jerusalem which had been broken down by Antiochas VIT Sidetes

(Josephus, Ansig. X1 viiil. 30
24 in the chronicles. =i Audhie fuepidn ; cp. the Hel name of the Hooks of Chronicles, Y'Y ™27, lit. ‘ the
ucts of the days ",

Grimm n}n:minns that ‘Sixtus Senensis (Bibliothecr samcta, lib, i, p. 39) declares that he saw in the library of
Santes Pagninus in Lyons the manuscript of a very hebraic Greek book of the Maccabees, which embraced the
History of thiny-one years {according to Josephus, Ansg. X111, x 7, Hyrcanus reigned this number of years), and
which began with the words, ol pera v dmocrardis vie Lpawa dyorny ‘lwavgs 6 vies alroi leeis ' alroi; 4 book
which, according to this dessription, must either have contained the chronicles here mentioned, or have been, at any
rate, one which ¢ ined 1heir sub v.  Unforwunately, soon after Sixtus Senensis had given this news to the
world, the library in question was destroyed by fire’, Schirer (op. <it. il. 3, p. 14) says regarding this manuscript :
! Judging from the enumeration of the contents as given by Sixtus, this hco% simply narrates 24e Aistory of Jorn

fyrcanns, and precisely as in Josephus (the same facts and in the same order). With regard to this he himself
observes : " Hidordne series et narratio cadem fere est quae apud losephum libre Antiquitatum decimo tertio ; sed
seving, Aedwaicey cdiotivmes iwhundans, longe dispar.”” Consequently he ventures to conjecture that it may have been
a Greek translation of the history of Hyrcanus mentioned at the end of the First Book of the Maccabees. Many
modern writers have concurred in this conjecture. , . . But in view aof the ion of the « given by
Sistus, it seems o me there can hardly be a doubt that the book was simply a reproduction of Josephus, the style
being changed pechaps for 4 purpose.’
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