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Netherlands

The Church of the Nazarene began work in the Netherlands in 1967. The Netherlands is a
country in northwestern Europe and is known for a flat landscape of canals, tulip fields,
and windmills. It has a population of approximately 17.44 million people and the official
language is Dutch. As the country is becoming more secularized, the Church of the
Nazarene in the Netherlands is striving to help people to understand the gospel through
new and innovative methods of evangelism. The church is also striving to be known as a
safe space for children and marginalized populations.
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http://nazarene.org/nmi
https://www.eurasiaregion.org/

2,300 Members 12 Fully Organized 7 District Licensed and 25
Churches and 2 Not Yet Ordained Ministers
Fully Organized
Churches
PRAYER

e Pray for pastors and lay leaders as they are
confronted with influences from the surrounding
culture in the church community that are not
Christlike.

e Pray for the new initiative to plant missional house-
type communities called "tiny churches.”

e Pray for an ongoing process of renewal of churches as
the answer the call to "search, pray and try."

PRAISE

e We praise God for growing ministries to minority
groups in society. In the past two years, a Bulgarian-
speaking congregation and a bilingual Dutch-Arabic-
speaking congregation were started, as well as a
ministry among Farsi-speaking people.

¢ We thank God for the children and teenager programs
in the district and the local congregations.

¢ We thank God for the new emphasis on "church
planting” in the southern part of the country and
Belgium through Christian presence.
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NMI SNAPSHOT

Dutch Nazarenes raise money to send van with supplies to Ukraine

Anneke Nicolai, the Nazarene Missions International president of the Dutch District, shares
how churches across the district donated generously to buy a van and supplies to send to
Ukraine:

Through our newsletter to NMI presidents and pastors and the district news to which many
Dutch Nazarenes subscribe, we have been drawing attention to prayer, information, and
actions that can help since the beginning of the crisis in Ukraine.

When we started Nazarene Compassionate Ministries’ campaign for emergency aid to
Ukraine, more than 30,000 euros had already been received within a week and transferred
to the regional office in Busingen.

In an online meeting between regional NCM coordinator, Tim, and the district
superintendents in the region, Tim said there was a great need for passenger vans.
Confident about raising enough money, we started a campaign for a van at our District
Assembly on 19th March.
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In the meantime, Theo, from our church in Purmerend, offered to help. He runs an
organization that provides aid to Romania, regularly driving long distances with relief
supplies on the road. Theo's familiarity and knowledge with the export of cars was
important in making this project successful

Of course, we wanted the van to meet expectations, and we didn’t want to bring the bus
to Ukraine empty. We were in regular contact with Crystal Gibbons, a missionary with the
Church of the Nazarene, who got our questions to the right people in Ukraine or the
international church.

A logo was designed, and a Dutch lettering company applied the logo on the van for free
as a donation to the Ukrainians. Finding no time to hold a fundraiser for goods, Theo and |
were very busy buying goods in stores or over the internet, and we were not disappointed
in our trust in our Dutch church members and friends.

Three weeks after the start of the promotion for this van, Theo was able to leave with a

friend for Siget on the Romanian border, where they handed the bus over to a Nazarene
pastor in Ukraine and his co-driver.

Could You Serve?

Is God calling you to serve on the Eurasia region? Click here to learn more.

See the past archive of NMI Central publications here.
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https://www.facebook.com/NazareneMissionsInternational
https://www.instagram.com/nmiglobal/
http://nazarene.org/nmi
http://nazarene.org/
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