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just needs a bosom friend. Can you not be that friend? Can

- you not by tact and patience and pe151stence and love become’

the needed bosom friend and companion your boy needs? Try

it and may be you will reap a rich and glorious reward in this.

and-in amother world. - , -

GOLD WINS THE DAY

. THE controversy over the ownership and control of

Vanderbilt University, of Nashville, Tenn., the great
university of the M. E. Church, South, as it was Sup-
posed to be for forty years, has at last been decided by the
Supreme Court of Tennessee. We refer to the matter here be-
cause the decision is so radical and revolutionary in its na-
ture that all church property of an educational kind, it seems
to us, is in a very’critical position, if this decision is to stand
as law. So far as this University is concerned it stands, for
it is the court of last resort. .
‘We have no interest in the matter whatever, save as it may
involve all other denominational property in jeopardy. So

far as the M. E. Church, South, is concerned, we doubt if there -

is much lost; from the way the institution has been conducted
for many years past. Worldliness, higher criticism, and allied
evils have had the right of way, and were not stopped by
the church before the lawsuit was begun. Whether any effort
was ever made to curtail these things, we are not in position to
say. We simply affirm that if that church is still true to evan-
gelical truth, and could not or would not stop these things
when in control of the school, we think there is little cause

" to grieve over the decision which has swept the school forever
“from the control of the church. Any church is better off

without than with an institution of ]earmng where the Word
of God is discredited and disparaged.

£PThis institution has been operated for some forty years as

" the property of the M. E. Church, South, and never until a

few years ago had any contention arisen calling in question
the ownership or right of control of the church. Some vears
ago, when this contention arose, a commission composed of

_very eminent lawyers was selected to determine in a friendly

~

way as a kind of arbitration, just what were the rights and in-
terests of the church in the matter. This commission decided
for the church in every one of the points of contention. Then
later. the trustees, not abiding the findings of this commission,
the Bishops by order of the General Conference instituted
suit to determine the points at issue. This was brought in the
chancery court at Nashville. The chancellor decided the case
in favor of the church in every particular. The trustees thén
appealed the case to the Tennessee Supreme Court. Pending
the case in this higher court Andrew Carnegie offered to
donate one million dollars to the institution on condition that
the case was decided in favor of the trustees by the Supreme
Court, and with other conditions appended, humiliating and
insulting to self-respecting men. This bag of dangling gold,
which had in the beginning doubtless led the trustees to
originate the contention as to ownership, was accompanied
with a homily by Mr. Carnegie on religious education by
churches, in which he alleged that the church had no right to
attempt higher education, and ‘quite a lot of such nonsense
which was an affront to the church and to Christendom itself.
The Bishops vetoed the acceptance of this million dollars by
the trustees. The decision of the Supreme Court of course
holds to the trustees the million dollars, and places the in-
stitution among the army of secularized schools )!hlch alone
Mr. Carnegie proposes to help with his millions, and we
suppose will entitle the teachers in this institution to go on the
pension list of teachers for which Mr. Carnegie has provided
a rich endowment.”"The glitter and glare of gold in this case
seems to have had an enormous infiuence, at least upon the
frustees. - They have won out, and are manifesting a very

undignified and dlsgraceful ]ubl]atlon in their victory- over
the church. -
‘We have very little to:add in the premises. ‘We warn all
churches to be e*ctremely careful to see that their educational
and eleemosynary property is so guarded -in the deeds to the
church that it can not be wrested from the ownership of the
church. How this is to be done, we do not see, since this prop-
erty was decided away from the only owner it ever had or
which for forty years anybody ever dreamed there could be any

~. donbt as to the ownership. -

We want to add what we have said bef01e, that ong of the .
worst perxls we see coming from the pradigal and unrighteous
accumulation of money in the hands of a few, is this effort
to get control of the educational institutions of the country.
A money-ruled educational system will curse any people in any
age of the world. If money can come in and dictate the per-
sonnel of the trustees and the policy of our institutions of
learning, then these rich men can easily manage the curricula
of these schools, and can soon replace text books with books
which they hire written for the purpose, and by such a pro-
cess reverse the fundamental principles of moral science and
sociology, and even the very decalogue itself, so far as it
may be necessary to educate oncoming generations into a justi-
fication of the nefarious and dishonest methods by which
these guilty millionaires have accumulated their countless
millions. They are now surfeited with the glut of money, and
are perfectly willing to part with their money if thereby they
can avert the bequeathal of ignominy to their children from
the method by which they accumulated their money, and save
their own names from infamy in coming ages. The tempta-
tion of getting on the millionaires’ pension list for teachers,
and the free pouring vut of -the millions for the schools while
these men are actively teaching which insures large and grow-
ing salaries duruTg}‘such -activity, with assurance of support for
life after ceasing active work, is just a little more thamthe -
average trustee can stand. Our churches must therefore seek
men who are gold-proof for their schools, or they are in dan-
ger. -
We would add just a question which this court decision
does not answer, and which we have never seen answered by
any of the numerous controversialists over this matter. To
whom does Vanderbilt University belong? The decision very
definitely says it does not and can not belong to the trustees.
A body of men can not hold a property in trust which belongs
to themselves. They can only be trustees for property en-
trusted to them by another and that other is the owner or a
legal representative of the owner. Nobody has ever hinted
that it belongs-to the Vanderbilts. They were only among:
contributors to its endowment. It geems to us this decision has
turned loose on Nashville a school without an owner. This
is an anomaly which to say the least is unusual. It is a kind of’
“No man’s land” business.
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THE holiness of God is the nature of God. To bring us.
into conformity with Himself is the purpose of the gospel. To-
bring us into conformity with Himself is to' bring us into.
conformity with His holiness. This is to become & partaker of
the divine nature. This is sanctification. This is the will of
God and our privileged inheritance. This God has provided
in the Blood of the Crucified. This should be the great con-
cern of every seeker after God. This must be the pearl of’
great price found and possessed by every seeker. - This will
satisfy and happlfy the soul and glorify God the Father.

0ooooco
TuE MAN who boasts of never having made a failure had’

. better go out of the business of attempting things quickly, for-

he will thus avoid kjs first fmlure in his next act in all prob-.
nblhty f .













































