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Jesus as a Teacher / 11

“Never man spake like this man” (John 7:46). History
has substantiated their estimate.

CHARACTERISTICS OF JESUS’ TEACHING

While we must recognize that Jesus functioned
as a Preacher much like the prophets of the Old Testa-
ment, He also performed the service of a great Teacher.
Jesus was normally addressed as “teacher.” There are
31 instances in the Gospels in which His role is
described thus.? The picture we receive from the
Gospels depicts Jesus as an itinerant Teacher. He en-
gaged in instruction wherever He found a willing
audience—in synagogues (Nazareth, Capernaum), on a
highway, in a field, on a hillside, in a private home,
or from a boat anchored offshore.

What characteristics can we distinguish in the
teaching of Jesus? What sort of Teacher was He? At
least four features are easily discernible.

1. Informal. This feature is observable both in
the setting of much of His teaching and in the material
presented. Jesus had no place of instruction, such as
those maintained by Gamaliel and Shammai, the two
great rabbis. Wherever there were people who looked
to Him for a word of instruction, whenever His heart
was moved with compassion and He was strongly urged
to speak, He plunged immediately into a pertinent dis-
course. On the occasion of the feeding of the 5,000,
Jesus was prompted to speak at length to the crowd
which had followed Him around the Sea of Galilee.
Mark records: “And Jesus, when he came out, saw
much people, and was moved with compassion toward
them, because they were as sheep not having a shepherd:
and he began to teach them many things” (6:34). On
another occasion a paralytic was lowered through the

*In two instances, Jesus refers to himself as a Teacher (Mark
14:14; Matt. 23:8, RSV). “Master” means “teacher.”


































































































































































The Way into the Kingdom / 65

threat, it is “better loyalty and death than desertion
and life.”28

5. The Ceall to Confess Christ. Man’s destiny will
be determined by the testimony of Christ according to
Matt. 10:32-33. “Whosoever therefore shall confess me
before men, him will I confess also before my Father
which is in heaven. But whosocever shall deny me
before men, him will I also deny before my Father which
is in heaven.” In both the Matthean and Lukan settings
where this idea is found, the matter of the outcome
of each man’s life is the principal concern. In Luke 9:26
and Mark 8:38, Jesus is recorded as saying that He
will be ashamed in the day of His coming of all those
who are ashamed of Him now. Men have to answer to
the claims of Christ finally. Response to Christ is
“the test which settles a man’s eternal destiny.”

P. T. Forsyth a long time ago expressed in a rare
paragraph the relationship of the Master to the Kingdom,
part of which is as follows:

The Gospel of the Kingdom was Christ in essence;
Christ was the Gospel of the Kingdom in power. The
Kingdom was Christ in a mystery; Christ was the publica-
tion, the establishment of the Kingdom. ... He was the

truth of His own greatest Gospel. It is wherever He is.
To have Him is to ensure it.*®

Clearly to become a disciple of Christ is to enjoy the
fatherly rule of God. What Jesus says of himself in
effect He says of the Kingdom. Entrance into the
Kingdom is accorded those who come to Him.

THE CONDITION OF ADMISSION
With the appearance of Christ upon the human
stage the rule of God was felt on the earth. The powers

#*Martin, op. cit., p. 46.
*The Person and Place of Jesus Christ (Boston: Pilgrim
Press, 1909), p. 122.





















































































































































































































136 / And He Taught Them, Saying . . .

the hope implied in this saying. It is as a community
that they have hope for the future, and as belonging to
Christ in a redeemed relationship, not in their own
strength or worth.”12

Heaven will be the place of infinite harmony, where
all the elect from the four corners of earth whom the
Son of Man will draw together will live in consummate
peace with the Prince of Peace (Luke 13:29). That
future Kingdom will be a city, a social order, whose
citizens will enjoy the presence of their Lord eternally
and have rich fellowship with each other in the
spiritual bonds of holy love. What a time that will be
when we see Jesus! What a time that will be when
we join in fellowship with the saints of all ages—Isaiah,
Paul, Peter, John, Luther, Wesley, and those from our
own generation who have preceded us to that distant
shore!

Regnant Joy. Because there will be genuine fellow-
ship in that future life, joy will prevail. No more
pleasant time exists than when friends share a meal
together. Jesus declares that He will invite His followers
to “eat and drink at my table in my kingdom” (Luke 22:
30). The future Kingdom will be like a wedding with
all its excitement and genuine happiness (Matt. 25:1-13).
The joy of that blissful moment will be like the deep
satisfaction a person experiences whenever he success-
fully fulfills a life task. In the parable of the talents,
the Lord says: “Well done, thou good and faithful ser-
vant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will
make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into
the joy of thy Lord” (Matt. 25:21).

The Redeemed Person. Jesus taught that all men
would be resurrected, “they that have done good, unto
the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil,

310p, cit., p. 168.






















